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PREFACE. 


E  are  pleased  to  Jiiake  ackinncledgment  to  those 
lolio  have  so  generously  assisted  us.  in  various 
loays.  iu  our  efforts  to  collect  reliable  data  for 
the  couipilation  of  this  history.  Especially  are  loe  m- 
dcbled  to  the  late  Dr.  Calvin  Cior.dy  for  valuable  manu- 
scripts of  the  early  settlements,  incidents  and  Jiistory 
of  this  county,  purchased  by  us  froni  his  zoidoiv.  Mrs. 
Cioudv.  In  many  places,  we  have  used  his  language  : 
and  in  til  hers,  added  much  to  the  original  copy.  J I  e 
zoould  also  tender  thanks  for  the  valuable  assistance  ren- 
dered by  fudge  H.  M.  I  'andeveer.  Alexander  Mathru's. 
Elder  A.  D.  Northcott.  fudge  U'm.  S.  Erink.  Hon. 
Andreio  Simpson.  Hon.  fohn  B.  Ricks.  Hon.  Jf.  //'. 
Andc/son.  Dr.  //.  C.  Chapman,  f  E  Southivick. 
fo.-icph  A.  U'hitecraft.  Capt.  fesse  Hanon.  f.  C. 
ll'hitecraft.  Leason  Adams.  JI'm.  E.  Core,  Col.  f.  A. 
Hayioard,  f.  C.  J/cOuigg;  H.  N.  Schuyler.  Daniel 
De  Camp,  A\yes  B.  Chapman,  fames  Eerguson.  Robert 
A.  Hazletl.  Cap!.  R.  IV.  Covington.  JI'm.  B.  Hall 
E.  T.  Leigh.  Alfred  Boyd,  fudge  f.  H.  Daivdy. 
Dial  Davis,  Isaac  O.  I'lrden.  fohn  A.  Hazlett,  E. 
M.  Minnis,  R.  P.  Langley,  fan/es  J/.  Campbell,  and 
f.  11 '.  Kite  hell,  lie  also  desire  to  return  thanks  to 
Charles  IVhitmer.  County  Clerk:  fosiah  .1.  Hill. 
Circuit  Clerk:  and  to  R.  IV.  Orr,  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools,  for  his  able  article  on  the  common 
schiols.  Eroni  the  p/ ess  u'c  have  recerved  that  aid 
loliich  members  of  the  profession  so  c/u-erfully  re)ider 
to  one  another.  To  the  clergymen  of  the  various  de- 
nominations,   7ohose  articles    appear   in  this    loork,    coe 


express  our   thanks  for  information  given    relative    to 
the  history  of  their  churc/ies. 

Giving  to  the  imperfect  records  at  the  county-seat, 
loe  are  unable  to  give  a  complete  list  of  the  township 
officers,  but  2oe  have  done  tlie  best  possible  under 
existing   circu;::stances. 

IVe  hair  confined  ourselves,  as  nearly  as  possible. 
to  the  original  niaterials  furnished.  T/ie  public  are 
aivarc  of  the  difficulty  attending  the  compilation  of  a 
work  of  this  character, — a  difficulty  arising  not  so 
much  from  a  lack  oj  material,  as  from  the  great 
■  c/uantity  of  it. — and  the  care  necessary  in  7naking  a 
proper  selection.  The  material  has  been  classified  as 
carefully  as  possible,  and  will,  we  arc  assured,  be  a 
great  fielp  to  tlic  public,  as  a  book  of  reference,  con- 
cerning the  past  of  the  county, — its  geograpliy.  its 
resources,  its  topography,  and  all  subjects  connected 
ivith  it.  JVe  expect  criticism.  All  we  ask  is,  that 
it  be  made  in  the  spirit  of  charity.  If  our  patrons 
will  take  into  account  all  t/ie  difficulties  to  be  irver- 
come.  the  impossibility  of  harmonizing  various  me- 
niories.  of  reconciling  diverse  dates,  and  accuratelv  lo- 
calizing events  that  are  attributed  to  different  dis- 
tricts, we  feel  assured  the  verdict  will  be  a  favorable 
one. 

IJ'c  present  the  work  to  the  public,  trusting  that 
they  will  appro:'e  our  labors  and  give  the  volume  a 
generous  reception. 

The  Publishers. 
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I  XTPvonrcTiox 


■f^'^EW    i-tuilies   are  more    iiitere^tiiii;   and    |>rofitable    to 
niankiud    than    that  of  the   past  expcriotices,  deeds, 


thoughts  and  trials  of  the  human  race. 
The  civilized  man  and  the  untutored  savage  alike 
<lesire  to  know  the  deeds  and  lives  of  their  ancestors,  anil  strive 
to  perpetuate  their  story.  National  i)atrinti>ni  and  literary 
pride  have  prompted  many,  iu  all  times,  to  write  and  preserve 
the  annals  of  particular  peoples,  but  narrow  prejudice  and 
selfish  interests  too  often  have  availed  to  suppress  the  truth  nv  to 
distort  facts. 

It  is  the  aim  of  this  work  to  collect  and  preserve  iu  enduring 
and  popular  form  some  of  tlie  facts  of  the  early  settlement  and 
.subsecjueut  growth  of  a  great  county  of  a  grand  State.  The 
families  whose  ancestors  were  early  on  the  ground,  and  whose 
members  liave  made  the  county  what  it  is,  are  worthy  of  remem- 
brance ;  and  their  difficulties  and  sorrows,  customs,  labors  and 
patriotism,  should  not  be  allowed  to  fall  into  oblivion.  By  a 
knowledge  of  these  the  present  generation  will  be  instructed,  and 
the  future  will  be  guided. 

All  history,  if  properly  written,  is  interesting;  and  there  is  not 
a  country,  or  a  city,  or  a  hamlet, — nay,  we  might  .say,  not  a 
faniilv  or  an  individual  on  the  globe, — whose  history  might  not 
be  more  or  less  valuable  to  posterity. 

From  the  ancient  days,  away  back  in  the  dim  and  shadowy 
past,  when  the  human  race  first  arrived  at  a  .-tate  of  intelligence 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  transmit  a  traditionary  or  written 
account  of  themselves,  all  along  down  the  teeming  ages,  our  pro- 
•genitors  have  left  in  various  ways,  and  by  different  means,  infor- 
mation, more  or  less  mythical,of  the  age  and  generation  in  which 
they  played  their  ephemeral  part  on  the  world's  ever-changing 
theatre  of  action.  It  is  graven  in  bronze  on  the  wonderful  works 
of  the  central  nations  of  Africa,  around  thnsr  "  dim  fountains 
of  the  Nile;"  the  gray  old  pyrandds  in  the  valley  of "  tivcuti/ 
thousand  ciflr.^"  are  covered  with  the  hieroglyphical  language  of 
the  "  shadowy  past."  The  vast  and  mighty  "  palaces  and  piles 
stupendous,"  hoary  with   the  dust   of    unknown    centuries,    that 


bewilder  the  traveler  '  ndd  Egypt's  ilrifting  sands,  upon  the 
plains  of  the  Euphrates,  and  hidden  away  in  the  tiger-hunted 
jungles  of  the  "  farthest  Ind  ;"  the  gigantic  ruins  of  Southern  and 
Central  America,  under  the  snow-capped  Cordillera.*  and  among 
the  wondrous  forests  of  Yucatan  ;  the  seamed  and  wrinkled 
pyranuds  of  the  Aztecs,  in  Me.\ieo  and  Calitornia,  and  the  ten 
thousand  crumbling  evidences  of  a  powerful  civilization  scattered 
thrnu:;hout  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  ail  bear  testimony 
of  countless  attempts  to  transmit  knowledge  to  posteritv. 

The  written  history  of  the  American  Continent  dates  back 
scarcely  four  centuries,  yet  within  that  comparatively  short 
period  its  pages  have  garnered  from  her  hills  and  mountains, 
from  her  grand  rivers  and  mighty  inland  sejis,  valuable  additions 
to  the  world's  stock  of  knowledge. 

Like  the  Eastern  Continent,  our  own  has  it:^  historic  point,s, — 
its  nuclei  around  which  cluster  the  memories  of  heroic  deeds,  the 
story  nf  martyrs,  and  the  legends  of  a  barbarous  past.  St.  Au- 
gustine, .Jamestown,  Plymouth  Rock.  (Quebec,  Montreal,  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia  an<l  Detroit,  are  localities  about  which 
gather  volumes  of  history. 

The  advance  of  civilization  mi  the  North  American  Continent 
has  been  more  rapid  than  in  any  other  portiim  of  the  globe  ;  and, 
within  the  memory  of  living  men,  the  tliire.-t  and  richest  portions 
have  l)een  wroted  from  the  dominion  of  the  wilderness  and  the 
savage,  and  changed  iiitu  a  highly-cultivated  region,  fillet!  with 
a  race  of  industrious  ami  thriving  people.  Prondnent  among 
the  localities  rich  in  historic  lore  is  the  region  around  the  Mis- 
si.-sippi  river.  It  early  claimed  the  attention  of  two  of  the  most 
powerful  nations  of  Europe,  whose  pioneers  and  miiiit  couriers 
were  boldly  pu-hing  into  the  then  unknown  countries  lying 
towards  the  "Great  .S.ulh  Sea,''  eagerly  looking  fi>r  gold  and 
juecious  stones,  for  fabled  Eldorados,  and  fertile  lands. 

Dim  traditions,  fragmentary  legends,  stories  of  bloody  warfare, 
of  disaster  and  defeat  ;  essays,  letters,  and  public  documeiit.s,  all 
bearing  more  or  less  upon  the  history  of  the  county,  have  been 
carefullv  examined. 


IXTUODVCTIOX. 


Tu  (■..ll.i-t  allil  ;linill-v  il]  nllc  Vciluilir  tlu-r  V;iliMU>  lV;li;lllrlils. 
this  ;iliiiiHl;niI  iiial.rial,  uiiil  td  ,i;ivu  the  i-nain  cf  nil  ihc  1m-i 
authnr-  uli..  have  tnat.-d  tliu  sulijrct,  to-.llKi- with  all  aiMilional 
iiifuriiiatinii  il  \va>  |in-.-ililr  to  dlitaiii.  ami  pfcsrnt  it  in  nailalih' 
li.riii,  has  iMrii  the  olijrc/t  ..f  the  piil.li-lin-s  of  tli.'  ].iTsiMit 
un,-l<. 

\Vr  know,  full  well,  the  ta>k  i-  not  a  liyht  onr  :  the  contrin- 
l.lat.,1  woik  is  liy  no  means  a  In.liday  frolie.  llani,  steady, 
close  application  ami  iiiitiiinL;-  ciieriiy  aie  necessai-y  to  accuni- 
pli^h  it,  ami  we  have  appioachcil  the  sviliject  with  the  L'featot 
(lirti.lenee,  no|  unmimlfiil  of  ..iir  shortcoininu'-,  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  fully  ilelermiricd  to  do  our  liest.  and  trn>t  a  i;enei'on<  and 
diseriniiiiatiiiL'  piiMii'  to  d.i  us  ju-tice.  hoping'  ami  lielievinir  that 
our  lubur.s  shall  not  liavi- liecii  wholly  in  vain. 

The  utmost  pains  have  been  taken  to  read  tlioi'oULdily  iind  com- 
pare carefully  the  various  writers,  and  to  >\\{  out  and  reconcile 
discrepancies,  for  historians  not  unfreipieutly  ilisani'ci' upon  minor 
points.  The  wiirk  of  readinj;  ami  comparim;  has  heen  no  ordinary 
one,  ami  tlu'  ditficidtv  has  not  heen  s,,  uuich  in  collcctinir  as  in 
niakini;'  ajudiiious  ami  truthful  use  of  the  almndant  material  at 
hand. 

The  traditions  of  the  Indians,  as  given  by  Hcckewclder  and 
others,  have  been  i|Uoti  d  ipiite  extensively,  ami  as  an  imjiortant 
factor  in  the  sum  total  of  kiiowdedge  concerning  this  region  ;  and 
the  eai-ly  discoveries  of  Mar.|Uette,  La  Salle,  Hennepin  and  other 
French  ailveiiturers  in  the  valley  of  the  Mis.-is.^ippi  and  the  basin 
of  the  great  lakes  of  the  Northwe,-t,  have  also  (leman.led  a  large 
.share  of  attention,  a>  preliminary  to  tlm  li-oubles  which  grew  out 
of  the  coiillii'tim:-  claims  of  the  French  and  I'jiglish  crowns, 
resulting  in  a  contest  for  suprcnuicy,  and  in  which  not  only  all 
the  contiguous  region,  but  the  entire  French  and  English  pos.scs- 
sions  in  America,  a  largo  share  of  Europe,  and  immense  regions 
in  Asia  and  the  islands  of  the  sea,  were  interested  and  in- 
volved. 

Another  objt'Ct  to  be  gained  by  this  work,  is  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  pi'ople  the  immense  re.sources  which  a  bountiful 
Providence  has  bi\-towed  upon  them,  anil  which  it  becomes,  not 
merely  a  privilege  to  use,  but  a  duty  to  improve.  How  little 
is  now  known  of  these  treasures,  and  how  greatly  [irolitable  such 
information  luav  be,  neeils  oidy  a  tliought  to  conip)-eheml.  ()ur 
fertile  soils,  our  noble  timber  trees,  our  genial  clirnati',  our  inex- 
haustible mineral  treasures,  and  our  easy  facilities  fir  commerce 
arc,  in    a   great  degree,  uid<nown  even   to  our  own    population. 


This  Volume  .-leks  to  develop  an  appreciation  of  tlu'n],  and  to 
stimulate  a  desire  to  improve  and  extend  them. 

Then,  loi-al  customs,  ohl  family  trait>  and  anecdotes  are  .so  rich 
in  interest  ami  so  full  of  instruction  to  the  young,  that  tliey  ought 
nevir  to  be  forgotten.  These,  so  many  as  time  and  ililigence 
could  gather,  are  here  recorded,  and  will  lie  found  to  form  no  un- 
important or  uninstructive  piortion  of  this  volume. 

Among  the  most  influential  agencies  in  building  a  nation,  and 
in  establishing  a  cdiarai-tcr  for  its  people,  are  the  etliu'ts  of  its 
citizens  to  educate  their  children  and  to  provide  for  social  relig- 
ious worship.  These  two  intere.sts  will,  therefore,  show  most  ac- 
curately the  tastes,  the  habits  and  aspirations  of  a  community. 
Hence  they  have  been  made  prominent  in  the  ensuing  narra- 
tive, and  it  is  coufidi'Utly  hoped  that  they  will  not  onlv  interest 
readers,  but  will  be  studied  ami  a|ipreciated. 

The  work  will  be  limnd  eudiellishcd  with  views  of  public  and 
private  jiroperty,  in  various  parts  of  the  county,  and  with  por- 
traits and  biographies  of  many  of  the  priuiiinent  men  of  the  past 
and  present. 

The  chapter  on  thi>  early  history  of  the  State  will  be  found 
interesting  ami  instructive. 

The  Constitution  of  the  I'nited  States  and  of  this  State,  and  a 
roster  of  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  have  lieen  inserted  with  a 
view  to  make  the  work  more  creditable,  alike  to  the  jiuldishers 
and  people  of  the  county. 

The  work  may  be  incomplete  in  some  particulars.  Xor  indeed 
is  it  possible  for  it  to  be  otherwise  ;  but  we  hope  so  far  as  it 
goes  it  is  truthful  and  ai-curate. 

We  trust,  however,  that  it  will  be  the  means  of  preserving 
from  the  m///)//v  afdmiii  a  host  of  incidents,  of  recollections,  and 
of  anecdotes,  relating  to  the  hardy  pioneers  and  first  settlers  of 
the  county,  which,  in  the  estimation  of  the  historian  and  student 
of  history,  are  of  pricele.ss  value,  but  which  otherwi.se  would  soon 
fade  from  the  memories  of  the  living. 

Whether  this  has  been  well  done  is  not  for  us  to  sav.  A  gen- 
erous ami  intelligent  public  nuist  decide.  It  is  not  permitted 
any  man  to  attain  perfection.  Its  region  lies  beyond  our  reach. 
We  feel,  however,  in  snbuiitting  this  wcu-k  to  the  inspection  of 
the  patrons,  whose  public  spirit  made  possible  its  preparation, 
that  satisfaction  which  ri'sults  t'rom  a  consciousness  of  faithful 
endeavor  and  an  earnest  desiri'  to  fulfil  the  expectations  of  all. 

Our  work  is  accompli.slu  d,  and  its  rc^ult  is  subndtted  to 
vour  lavorable  inspection. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

A  BRIEF  SKETCH  OP  THE  yORTII-WEST  TERRITORY. 
GEOGRAPHICAL   POSITION. 


X  1784  the  North-western  Territory  was  ceded  to  tlie 
United  States  by  Virginia.  It  embraced  only  tlie 
JiV^  VVi  territory  lying  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississipi  rivers, 
yi&'S^  and  north,  to  the  northern  limits  of  the  United  States. 
It  coincided  with  the  area  now  embraced  in  the  states  of  Wiscon- 
sin, Illinois,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  that  portion  of  Min- 
nesota lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river.  On  the 
first  day  of  March,  1784,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Samuel  Hardy, 
Arthur  Lee,  and  James  Monroe,  delegates  in  Congress  on  the 
part  of  Virginia,  executed  a  deed  of  cession,  by  which  they 
transferred  to  the  United  States,  on  certain  conditions,  all  right, 
title  and  claim  of  Virginia  to  the  country  known  as  the  North- 
western Territory.  But  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  in  1803, 
the  western  boundary  of  the  United  States  was  extended  to  the 
Kocky  Mountains  and  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean.  It  includes 
an  area  of  1,887,850  square  miles,  being  greater  than  the  united 
areas  of  the  Middle  and  Southern  states,  including  Texas.  Out 
of  thb  magnificent  territory  have  been  erected  eleven  sovereign 
states  and  eight  territories,  with  an  aggregate  population  at  the 
present  time  of  13,000,000  inhabitants,  or  nearly  one-third  of  the 
entire  population  of  the  United  States. 

Its  rivers  are  the  largest  on  the  continent,  flowing  thousands 
of  miles  through  its  rich  alluvial  valleys  and  broad,  fertile 
prairies. 

Its  lakes  are  fresh-water  seas,  upon  whose  bosom  floats  the 
commerce  of  many  states.  Its  fiir-stretching  prairies  have  more 
acres  that  are  arable  and  productive  than  any  other  area  of  like 
extent  on  the  globe. 

For  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  the  inciease  of  population 
and  wealth  in  the  north-west  has  been  about  as  three  to  one  in 
any  other  portion  of  the  United  States. 

KARLY    EXPLORATION.S. 

In   the  year  1j1  2,  on  Easter  Sunday,  the  Spanish   name   for 


which  is  Pascua  Florida,*  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon,  an  old  comrade 
of  Columbus,  discovered  the  coast  of  the  American  continent, 
near  St.  Augustine,  and  in  honor  of  the  day  and  of  the  blossoms 
which  covered  the  trees  along  the  shore,  named  the  new-found 
country  Florida.  Juan  had  been  led  to  undertake  the  discovery 
of  strange  lands  partly  by  the  hope  of  findiBg  endless  stores  of 
gold,  and  partly  by  the  wish  to  reach  a  fountain  that  was  said 
to  exist  deep  within  the  forests  of  North  America,  which  pos- 
sessed the  power  of  renovating  the  life  of  those  who  drank  of 
or  bathed  in  its  waters.  He  was  made  governor  of  the  region 
he  had  visited,  but  circumstances  prevented  his  return  thither 
until  1521 ;  and  then  he  went  only  to  meet  death  at  the  hands 
of  the  Indians. 

In  the  meantime,  in  1516,  a  Spanish  sea-captain,  Diego  Mi- 
ruelo,  had  visited  the  coast  first  reached  by  Ponce  de  Leon,  and 
in  his  barters  with  the  natives  had  received  considerable  quan- 
tities of  gold,  with  which  he  returned  home  and  spread  abroad 
new  stories  of  the  wealth  hidden  in  the  interior. 

Ten  years,  however,  passed  before  I'limphUo  de  Xarntcz  un- 
dertook to  prosecute  the  examination  of  the  lands  north  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  Narvaez  was  excited  to  action  by  the  late 
astonishing  success  of  the  conqueror  of  Montezuma,  but  he 
found  the  gold  for  which  he  sought  constantly  flying  before  him; 
each  tribe  of  Indians  referred  him  to  those  living  further  in  the 
interior.  And  from  tribe  to  tribe  he  and  his  conii)auions  wan- 
dered. They  suffered  untold  privations  in  the  swamps  and 
forests ;  and  out  of  three  hundred  followers  only  four  or  five  at 
length  reached  Mexico.  And  still  these  disappointed  wanderers 
persisted  in  their  original  fancy,  that  Florida  was  as  wealthy  as 
Mexico  or  Peru. 

Among  those  who  had  faith  in  that  report  was  Ferdinand  de 
Soto,  who  had  been  with  Pizarro  in  the  conquests  of  Peru.  He 
asked  aud  obtained  leave  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  conquer 
Florida  at  his  own  cost.  It  was  given  in  the  year  1538.  AVilh 
a  brilliant  and  noble  band  of  followers  he  left  Europe,  and  in 
Jlay,  1538,  after  a  stay  in  Cuba,  anchored  his  vessels  near  the 
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m  the  bay  of  Spiritu  Santa, 


coast  of  the  Peninsula  of  Fhu-iila, 
or  Tampa  hay. 

Do  Soto  entered  upon  liis  march  into  tlie  interior  with  a  deter- 
mination to  succeed.  From  June  till  JNovembcr  of  1539,  the 
Spauiards  toiled  along  until  they  reached  the  neighborhood  of 
Appalachee  bay.  During  the  next  season,  15-10,  they  followed 
the  course  suggested  by  the  Floriila  Indians,  who  wished  them 
iiut  iif  their  cijuntry,  and  going  to  the  nortli-cast,  crossed  the 
i-iver-  an.l  climbed  the  nmuntains  nf  (Jcurgia.  De  Soto  was  a 
stern,  severe  man,  and  none  dared  to  nuirunir.  De  Soto  passed 
the  winter  with  his  little  band  near  the  Vazno.  In  April,  1541, 
the  resolute  Spaniard  set  forward,  and  upon  the  first  of  "Slay 
reached  the  banks  of  the  great  river  of  the  West,  nut  far  from 
the  ooth  parallel  of  latitude.* 

A  month  was  spent  in  preparing  barges  to  convey  the  horses, 
many  of  which  still  lived,  across  the  rapid  stream.  Having 
successfully  passed  it,  the  explorers  pursued  their  way  north- 
ward, into  the  neighborhood  of  New  JMadrid  ;  then  turning 
westward  again,  marched  more  than  two  hundred  miles  from  the 
Mississippi  to  the  highlands  of  White  river;  and  still  no  gold, 
no  gems,  no  cities — only  bare  prairies,  and  tangled  forests,  and 
deep  morasses.  To  the  south  again  they  toiled  on,  and  pa.ssed 
their  third  winter  of  wandering  upon  the  Washita.  In  the  fol- 
lowing spring  (1542),  De  Soto,  weary  with  hope  long  deferred, 
descended  the  Washita  to  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi.  He 
heard,  when  he  reached  the  mighty  stream  of  the  west,  that  its 
lower  portion  flowed  through  endless  and  uninhabitable  swamps. 

The  news  sank  deep  into  the  stout  heart  of  the  disappointed 
warrior.  His  health  yielded  to  the  contests  of  his  mind  and  the 
influence  of  the  climate.  He  appointed  a  successor,  and  on  the 
21st  of  May  died.  His  body  was  sunk  in  the  stream  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. Doprived  of  their  energetic  leader,  the  Spaniards 
determined  to  try  to  reach  Mexico  by  land.  After  some  time 
spent  in  wandering  through  the  forests,  despairing  of  success  in 
the  attempt  to  rescue  themselves  by  land,  they  proceeded  to  pre- 
pare such  vessels  as  they  could  to  take  them  to  sea.  From 
January  to  July,  1543,  the  weak,  sickly  liand  of  gold-seekers 
labored  at  the  doleful  task,  and  in  July  reached,  in  the  vessels 
thus  built,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  by  September  entered  the 
river  Paunco.  One-half  of  the  six  hundred  t  who  had  disem- 
barked with  De  Soto,  so  gay  in  steel  and  silk,  left  their  bones 
among  the  mountains  and  in  the  morasses  of  the  South,  from 
Georgia  to  Arkansas 

De  Soto  founded  no  settlements,  produced  no  results,  and  left 
no  traces,  unless  it  were  that  he  awakened  the  hostilit)'  of  the 
red  man  against  the  white  man,  and  disheartened  such  as  might 
desire  to  follow  up  the  career  of  discovery  for  better  purposes. 
The  French  nation  were  eager  and  ready  to  seize  upon  any  news 
from  this  extensive  domain,  and  were  the  first  to  profit  by  De 
Soto's  defeat.  As  it  was,  for  more  than  a  century  after  the 
expedition,  the  west  remained  ntterlv  unknown  to  the  whites. 

The  French  were  the  first  Europeans  to  make  settlements  on 
the  St.  Lawrence  river  and  along  tiie  great  lakr.s.  Quebec  was 
founded  by  Sir  Samuel  Cham|ihiin  in  lOOS,  and  in  1000,  when 
Sir  Ilenrv  Hudson  was   exi)l(n-iiig   the    nolile  river  wlueh  bears 
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his  name,  Champlain  a.scended  the  Sorelle  river,  and  discovered, 
emljosomed  between  the  Green  mountains,  or  "  Verdmont,"  as 
the  chivalrous  and  poetic  Frenchman  called  them,  and  tiie  Adi- 
rondacks,  the  beautiful  sheet  of  water  to  which  his  name  is 
indissolubly  attached.     In  1013  he  founded  IMontreal. 

During  the  period  elapsing  between  the  years  1007  and  16G4, 
the  Engli.sh,  Dutch,  and  Swedes  alternately  held  po.ssession  of 
portions  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  jealously  watching  one  another, 
and  often  involved  in  bitter  controversy,  and  nut  seldom  in  open 
battle,  until,  in  the  latter  year,  the  English  became  the  Sole 
rulers,  and  maintained  their  rights  until  the  era  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, when  they  in  turn  were  compelled  to  yield  to  the  growing 
power  of  their  colonies,  and  retire  from  the  field. 

The  French  movements,  from  the  first  settlement  at  Quebec, 
and  thence  westward,  were  led  liy  the  Catholic  missionaries.  Le 
Caron,  a  Franciscan  friar,  who  had  been  the  companion  and 
friend  of  Champlain,  was  the  first  to  penetrate  the  western  wilds, 
which  he  did  in  1010*  in  a  birch  canoe,  exploring  Lake  Huron 
and  its  tributaries.     This  was  four  years   before  the  Pilgrims 

"  Moure. 1  thrn-  liark  .m  tlie  idM  Kfw-Engl.ina  sliore." 

Under  the  patronage  of  Lnuis  XIII.,  the  Jesuits  took  the  ad- 
vance, and  began  vigorously  the  work  of  Christianizing  the 
savages  in  1032. 

In  1034,  three  Jesuit  missionaries,  Brebeuf,  Daniel,  and  Lal- 
lemand,  planted  a  mission  on  the  .shores  of  the  lake  of  the 
Ivoqtiois  ( probably  the  modern  Lake  Sinicoe'',  and  also  esta- 
blished others  along  the  eastern  border  of  Lake  Huron. 

From  a  map  published  in  IGGO,  it  would  appear  that  the 
French  had,  at  that  date,  become  quite  familiar  with  the  region 
from  Niagara  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  including  consider- 
able portions  of  Lake  Michigan. 

In  1641,  Fathers  .Jogues  and  Pvaymbault  erab.irkcd  on  tlie  Pene- 
tanguishiue  Bay  for  the  Sault  St.  Marie,  -where  they  arrived 
after  a  passage  of  seventeen  days.  A  crowd  of  two  thousand 
natives  met  them,  and  a  great  council  was  held.  At  this  meet- 
ing the  French  first  heard  nf  many  nations  dwelling  beyond  the 
great  lakes. 

Father  Eaymbault  died  in  the  wilderness  in  1042,  while 
enthusiastically  pursuing  hi-;  discoveries.  The  same  year,  Jogucj 
and  Bressani  were  captured  by  the  Indians  and  tortured,  and  in 
1G48  the  mission  which  hail  been  founded  at  St.  Joseph  was 
taken  and  destroyed,  and  Father  Daniel  slain.  In  1649,  the 
missions  St.  Louis  and  St.  Ignatius  were  also  destroyed,  and 
Fathers  Brebeuf  and  Lallemand  barbarously  tortured  by  the 
same  terrible  and  unrelenting  enemy.  Literally  did  those 
zealous  missionaries  of  the  Eonush  Church  "take  their  lives  in 
their  hands,"  and  lay  them  a  willing  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of 
their  faith. 

It  is  stated  by  some  writer  that,  in  1654,  two  fur-traders  ac- 
companied a  hand  of  Ottawas  on  a  journey  of  five  hundred 
leagues  to  the  west.  They  were  absent  two  years,  and  on  their 
return  brought  with  them  fifty  canoes  and  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
Indians  to  the  French  trading  posts. 

Tiiey  related  wonderful  tales  of  the  countries  they  had  seen, 
and  the  various  red  nations  they  had  vi.-ited,  and  described  the 
lofty  mountains  and   mighty  rivers   in   glowing  terms.     A  new 
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impulse  was  given  to  the  spirit  of  adventure,  and  scouts  and 
traders  swarmed  the  frontiers  and  explored  the  great  lakes  and 
adjacent  country,  and  a  party  wintered  in  1659-60  on  the  south 
shore  of  Lalvc  Superior. 

In  166J  Father  Mesnard  was  sent  out  Ijy  the  Bishop  of 
Quebec,  and  visited  Lake  Superior  in  October  of  that  year. 
While  crossing  the  Keeweenaw  Point  he  was  lost  in  the  wilder- 
ness and  never  afte  rwards  heard  from,  though  his  cassock  and 
breviary  were  found  long  afterwards  among  the  Stota: 

A  change  was  made  in  the  government  of  New  France  in 
1665.  The  Company  of  the  Hundred  Associates,  who  had  ruled 
it  since  1632,  resigned  its  charter.  Tracy  was  made  Viceroy, 
Courcelles  Governor,  and  Talon  Intendent.*  This  was  called 
the  Government  of  the  West  Indies. 

The  Jesuit  missions  were  taken  under  the  care  of  the  new  gov- 
ernment, and  thenceforward  became  the  leaders  in  the  movement 
to  Christianize  the  savages. 

In  the  same  year  (1665)  Pierre  Claude  Alloiiez  was  sent  out 
by  way  of  the  Ottawa  river  to  the  far  west,  via  the  Sault  St. 
Marie  and  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  where  he  landed  at 
the  bay  of  Chegoimegou.  Here  he  found  the  chief  village  of 
the  Cliippeivas,  and  established  a  mission.  He  also  made  an 
alliance  with  them  and  the  Sac->,  Fuxes  and  lil'uwU,^  against 
the  formidable  Iroquois.  Alloiiez,  the  next  year  (1666)  visited 
the  western  end  of  the  great  lake,  where  ho  met  the  Sioux,  and 
from  them  first  learned  of  the  Mississippi  river,  which  they 
called  "  Messipi."     From  thence  he  returned  to  Quebec. 

In  166S  Claude  Dablon  and  Jacques  JIarquette  established 
the  mission  at  the  Sault  called  St.  Mario,  and  during  the  next 
five  years  Alloiiez,  Dablon  and  JIarquette  explored  the  region 
of  Lake  Superior  on  the  south  shore,  and  extending  to  Lake 
Michigan.  They  also  established  the  missions  of  Chegoimegon, 
St.  Marij,  Mackinaw  and  Green  Bay. 

The  plan  of  exploring  the  Mississippi  probably  originated  with 
Marquette.  It  was  at  once  sanctioned  by  the  Intendent,  Talon, 
who  was  ambitious  to  extend  the  dominion  of  Franco  over  the 
whole  West. 

In  1670  Nicholas  Perot  was  sent  to  the  West  to  propose  a 
congress  of  all  the  nations  and  tribes  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
lakes;  and,  in  1671,  a  great  council  was  held  at  SaultSt.  Marie, 
at  which  the  Cross  was  set  up,  and  the  nations  of  the  great 
North-west  were  taken  into  an  alliance,  with  much  pomp  and 
ceremony. 

On  the  1.3tli  of  May,  1673,  Marquette,  .Juliet,  and  five  voijacieurs, 
embarked  in  two  birch  canoes  at  JIackinaw  and  entered  Lake 
Michigan.  The  first  nation  they  visited  was  the  "  Follcs-Avoines," 
or  nation  of  Wild  Oats,  since  known  as  the  3Iciiomonies,  living 
around  the  "Bale  des  Puans,"  or  Green  Bay.  These  people, 
with  whom  Marquette  was  somewhat  acquainted,  endeavored  to 
persuade  the  adventurers  from  visiting  the  Mississippi.  They 
represented  the  Indians  on  the  great  river  as  being  blood-thirsty 
and  savage  in  the  extreme,  and  the  river  itself  as  being  in- 
habited by  monsters  which  would  devour  thein  and  their  canoes 
together.  | 

•The  duties  nf  Intendent  included  a  supervisinn  of  the  policy,  jiistioe,  and  finance 
of  the  province. 

tThemeaningof  this  word  is  said  to  he  •■^r,•n.■• 

;See  legend  of  the  great  hird,  the  terrilile  •'Pinsn."  that  devoured  men.  and  ivas 
only  overcome  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  brave  youne  chief.  The  rocks  above  Alton,  Illin- 
ois, have  some  rude  representations  of  this  monster. 


Marquette  thanked  them  for  their  advice,  but  declined  to  be 
guided  by  it.  Passing  through  Green  Bay,  they  ascended  the 
Fox  Eiver,  dragging  their  canoes  over  the  strong  rapids,  and 
visited  the  village,  where  they  found  living  in  harmony  together 
tribes  of  the  Miami^,  Mascouteus'^-  and  Kikabeax,  ov  Kickapoos. 
Leaving  this  point  on  the  10th  of  June,  they  made  the  portage 
to  the  "  Ouiscoiisin,"  and  descended  that  stream  to  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  they  eutered  on  the  17th  with  a  joy,  as  JIarquctte 
says,  which  he  could  not  express."  f 

Sailing  down  the  Mississippi,  the  party  reached  the  Des 
Moines  Eiver,  and,  according  to  some,  visited  an  Indian  village 
some  two  leagues  up  the  stream.  Here  the  people  again  tried  to 
persuade  them  from  prosecuting  their  voyage  down  the  river. 
After  a  great  feast  and  a  dance;  and  a  night  passed  with  this 
hospitable  people,  they  proceeded  on  their  way,  escorted  by  six 
hundred  persons  to  their  canoes.  These  people  called  themselves 
lUinoiis,  or  Iliini.  The  name  of  their  tribe  was  Pcruaca,  and 
their  language  a  dialect  of  the  Algonquin. 

Leaving  these  savages,  they  proceeded  down  the  river.  Pass- 
ing the  wonderful  rocks,  which  still  excite  the  admiration  of  the 
traveler,  they  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  another  great  river,  the 
Pekitanoni,  or  Missouri  of  the  present  daj-.  They  noticed  the 
condition  of  its  waters,  which  they  described  as  '"muddy,  rush- 
ing and  noisy." 

Passing  a  great  rock,t  they  came  to  the  Ouabouskigon,  or 
Ohio.  Marquette  shows  this  river  very  small,  even  as  compared 
with  the  Ulinois.  From  the  Ohio  they  passed  as  far  down  as  the 
Akiim.sca,  or  Arkansas,  where  they  came  very  near  being  de- 
stroyed by  the  natives  ;  but  they  finally  pacified  them,  and,  on 
the  17th  of  July,  they  commenced  their  return  voyage. 

The  party  reached  Green  Bay  in  September  without  loss  or 
injury,  and  reported  their  discoveries,  which  were  among  the 
most  important  of  that  age.  Marquette  afterwards  returned  to 
Illinois,  and  preached  to  the  natives  until  1675. 

On  the  18th  of  May  of  that  year,  while  cruising  up  the  eastern 
coast  of  Lake  Michigan  with  a  party  of  boatmen,  he  landed  at 
the  mouth  of  a  stream  putting  into  the  lake  from  the  east,  since 
known  as  the  river  Marquette.  He  performed  mass,  and  went  a 
little  apart  to  prar,  and  being  gone  longer  than  his  companions 
deemed  necessary,  they  went  in  search  of  him,  and  found  him 
dead  where  he  had  knelt.     They  buried  him  in  the  sand. 

While  this  distinguished  adventurer  was  pursuing  his  labors, 
two  other  men  were  preparing  to  follow  in  his  footsteps,  and 
make  still  further  explorations,  and,  if  possible,  more  important 
discoveries.  These  were  the  Chevalier  Robert  de  la  Salle  and 
Louis  Hennepin. 

La  Salle  was  a  native  of  Rouen,  in  Normandy.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  a  seminary  of  the  Jesuits,  and  designed  for  the  ministry, 
but,  for  reasons  unknown,  he  left  the  seminary  and  came  to 
Canada,  in  1667,  where  he  engaged  in  the  fur  trade. 

Like  nearly  every  intelligent  man,  he  became  intensely  inte- 
rested in  the  new  discoveries  of  the  West,  and  conceived  the  idea 
of  exploring  the  passage  to  the  great  South  Sea,  which  by  many 
was  believed  to  exist.  He  made  known  his  ideas  to  the  Govern- 
or-General, Count  Frontenac,  and  desired  his  co-operation.  The 
Governor  at  once  fell  in  with  his  views,  which  were  strength- 
ened by  the  reports  brought  back  by  Marquette  and  Joliet,  and 

*  Prairie  Indians.  + 'tarouette'.- journal.  t  the  grand  tower. 
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adviscil  La  Salle  to  apply  to  tin  King  of  France  in  person,  and 
gave  him  letters  of  introduction  t )  tiie  great  Colbert,  then  Min- 
ister of  Finance  and  Marine.  Accordingly,  in  1675,  he  returned 
to  France,  where  he  was  warmly  received  by  the  King  and 
nobility,  and  his  ideas  wore  at  ouce  listened  to,  and  every  possi- 
ble favor  shown  to  him. 

He  was  made  a  Chevalier,  and  inve^toi  with  the  seigniory  of 
Fort  Catarocouy,  or  Frontenac  (now  known  as  Kingston),  upju 
condition  that  he  would  rebuild  it,  as  he  proposed,  of  stone. 

liL'turning  to  Canada,  he  wrought  diligently  upon  the  fort 
until  1677,  when  he  again  visited  Franca  to  report  progress. 
He  was  received,  as  before,  with  favor,  and,  at  the  instance  of 
Colbert  and  his  son,  the  King  granted  him  new  letters  patent 
and  new  privileges.  Oa  the  14th  of  July,  1G7S,  he  sailed  from 
Rochelle,  accompanied  by  thirty  mjn,  and  with  Touli,  an  Italian, 
for  his  lieutenant.  They  arrived  at  Quebec  on  tlie  loth  of  Sep- 
tember, and  after  a  few  days'  delay,  proceeded  to  Frontenac. 
Father  Lewis  Hennepin,  a  Franciscan  friar,  of  the  Reoollet  sect, 
was  quietly  working  in  Canada  on  La  Salle's  arrival.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  ambition,  and  much  interested  in  the  discoveries  of 
the  day.  He  was  appointed  by  his  religious  superiors  to  accom- 
pany the  expedition  fitting  out  for  La  Salle. 

Sending  agents  forward  toprepai'e  the  Indians  for  his  coming, 
and  to  open  trade  with  them,  La  Salle  himself  embarked,  on  the 
18th  of  November,  in  a  little  brigantine  of  ten  tons,  to  cross 
Like  Ontario.  This  was  the  first  ship  of  European  build  that 
ever  sailed  upon  this  fresh-water  sea.  Contrary  winds  made  the 
voyage  long  and  troublesome,  and  a  mmth  was  consumed  in 
beating  up  the  lake  to  the  Niagara  River.  Near  the  mouth  of 
this  river  the  Iroquois  had  a  village,  and  here  La  Salle  con- 
structed the  first  fortification,  which  afterwards  grew  into  the 
famous  Fort  Niagara.  On  the  26tb  of  January,  1679,  the  keel 
of  the  first  vessel  built  on  Lake  Erie  was  laid  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Cayuga  Creek,  on  the  American  side,  about  six  miles  above 
the  falls. 

In  the  meantime  La  Salle  had  returned  to  Fort  Frontenac  to 
forward  supplies  for  his  forthcoming  ve3?el.  The  little  barque 
on  Lake  Ontario  was  wrecked  by  carelessness,  and  a  large 
amount  of  the  supplies  she  carried  was  lost.  On  the  7th  of  Au- 
gust, the  new  vessel  was  launched,  and  made  ready  to  sail.  She 
Was  about  seventy  tons'  burden. 

La  Salle  christened  his  vessel  the  "  Griffin,"  in  honor  of  the 
arms  of  Count  Frontenac.  Passing  across  Lake  Erie,  and  into 
the  small  lake,  which  they  named  St.  Clair,  they  entered  the 
broad  waters  of  Lake  -Huron.  Here  they  encountered  heavy 
storms  as  dreadful  as  those  upon  the  ocean,  and  after  a  most 
tempestuous  passage  they  took  refuge  in  the  roadstead  of  MichilU- 
mackiii'ic.  (Mackinaw),  on  the  27th  of  August.  La  Salle  remained 
at  this  point  until  the  middle  of  September,  busy  in  founding  a 
fort  and  constructing  a  trading-house,  when  he  went  forward 
upon  the  deep  waters  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  soon  after  cast 
anchor  in  Green  Bay.  Finding  here  a  large  quantity  of  furs  and 
peltries,  he  determined  to  load  his  vessel  and  send  her  back  to 
Niagara.  On  the  18th  of  September,  she  was  sent  under  charge 
of  a  pilot,  while  La  Salle  himself,  with  fourteen  men,*  proceeded 
up  Lake  Michigan,  leisurely  examining  its  shores  and  noting 
everything  of  interest.     Touti,  who  had  been  sent  to  look  after 

*  Annals  of  Uie  West. 


Stragglers,  was  to  join  him  at  the  head  of  the  lake.  From  the 
19th  of  September  to  the  1st  of  November,  the  time  was  occupied 
in  the  voyage  up  this  inland  sea.  On  the  last-named  day.  La 
Salle  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mtamis,  now  St.  Joseph. 
Here  he  constructed  a  fort,  and  remained  nearly  a  month  wait. 
ing  for  tidings  of  his  vessel  ;  but,  hearing  nothing,  he  determined 
to  push  on  before  the  winter  should  prevent  him.  On  the  .3d 
of  December,  leaving  ten  men  to  garrison  the  fort,  lie  started 
overland  towards  the  head-waters  of  the  Illinois,  accompanied 
by  three  monks  and  twenty  men.  Ascending  the  St.  Joseph 
River,  he  crossed  a  short  portage  and  reached  the  The-a-ki-kl, 
since  corrupted  into  Kankakee.  Embarking  on  this  sluggish 
stream,  they  came  shortly  to  the  Illinois,  and  soon  after  found  a 
village  of  the  Illinois  Indians,  probably  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
rocky  blufl>i,  a  few  miles  above  the  present  city  of  La  Salle,  Illi- 
nois. They  found  it  deserted,  but  the  Indians  had  quite  a 
quantity  of  maize  stored  here,  and  La  Salle,  being  short  of 
provisions,  helped  himself  to  what  he  required.  Passing 
down  the  stream,  the  party,  on  the  -1th  of  January,  came  to  a 
lake,  probably  the  Lake  Peoria,  as  there  is  no  other  upon  this 
stream.  Here  they  found  a  great  number  of  natives,  who  were 
gentle  and  kind,  and  La  Salle  determined  to  construct  a  fort. 
It  stood  on  a  rise  of  ground  near  the  river,  and  was  named 
Creve- Caur '■''  (broken-heart),  most  probably  on  account  of  the 
low  spirits  of  the  commander,  from  anxiety  for  his  vessel  and 
the  uncertainty  of  the  future.  Possibly  he  had  heard  of  the  loss 
of  the  "  Griffin,"  which  occurred  on  her  downward  trip  from 
Green  Bay  ;  most  probably  on  Lake  Huron.  He  remained  at 
the  Lake  Peoria  through  the  winter,  but  no  good  tidings  came, 
and  no  supplies.  His  men  were  discontented,  but  the  brave 
adventurer  never  gave  up  hope.  He  resolved  to  send  a  party  on 
a  voyage  of  exploration  up  the  Mississippi,  under  the  lead  of 
Father  Hennepin,  and  he  himself  would  proceed  on  foot  to  Niag- 
ara and  Frontenac,  to  raise  more  means  and  enlist  new  men  ; 
while  Tonti,  his  lieutenant,  should  stay  at  the  fort,  which  they 
were  to  strengtlien  in  the  meantime,  and  extend  their  intercourse 
with  the  Indians. 

Hennepin  started  on  his  voyage  on  the  last  day  of  February, 
1680,  and  La  Salle  soon  after,  with  a  few  attendants,  started  on 
his  perilous  journey  of  twelve  hundred  miles  by  the  way  of  the 
Illinois  River,  the  Miami,  and  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  to 
Frontenac,  which  he  finally  reached  in  safety-  He  found  his 
worst  fears  realized.  The  "  Griffin  "  was  lost,  his  agents  had 
taken  advantage  of  his  absence,  and  his  creditors  had  seized  his 
goods.  But  he  knew  no  such  word  as  fail,  and  by  the  middle  of 
summer  he  was  again  on  his  way  with  men  and  supplies  for  his 
band  in  Illinois.  A  sad  disappointment  awaited  him.  He  found 
his  fort  deserted,  and  no  tidings  of  Tonti  and  his  men.  During 
La  Salle's  absence  the  Indians  had  become  jealous  of  the  French, 
and  they  had  been  attacked  and  harassed  even  by  the  Iroquois, 
who  came  the  long  distance  between  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario 
and  the  Illinois  River  to  make  war  upon  the  more  peaceable 
tribes  dwelling  on  the  prairies.  Uncertain  of  any  assistance 
from  La  Salle,  and  apprehensive  of  a  general  war  with  the  sav- 
ages, Tonti,  in  September,  1680,  abandoned  his  position  and  re- 
turned to  the  shores  of  the  lakes.  La  Salle  reached  the  post  on 
the   Illinois    in    December,   1080,  or  January,    1681.        Again 

*  The  .-itc  of  the  work  is  at  present  unknown. 
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bitterly  disappointed,  La  Salle  did  not  succumb,  but  resolved  to 
return  to  Canada  and  start  anew.  Tl""-  he  did,  and  in  June  met 
his  lieutenant,  Tonti,  at  Mackinaw. 

Hennepin  in  the  meanwhile  had  me,  with  strange  adventures. 
After  leaving  Creve-Cceur,  he  reached  the  Mississippi  in  seven 
days ;  but  his  way  was  .so  obstructed  by  ice  that  he  was  until  the 
11th  of  April  reaching  the  Wisconsin  line.  Hero  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  some  northern  Indians,  who,  however,  treated  him 
kindly  and  took  him  and  his  companions  to  the  falls  of  St.  An- 
thony, which  they  reached  on  the  1st  of  May.  These  falls  Hen- 
nepin named  in  honor  of  his  patron  saint.  Hennepin  and  his 
companions  remained  here  for  three  months,  treated  very  kindly 
by  their  captors.  At  the  end  of  this  tim3  they  met  with  a  band 
of  French,  led  by  one  Sieur  de  Luth,  *  who,  in  pursuit  of  game 
and  trade,  had  penetrated  to  this  country  by  way  of  Lake  Su- 
perior. With  his  band  Hennepin  and  his  companions  returned 
to  the  borders  of  civilized  life  in  November,  1631),  just 
after  La  Salle  had  gone  back  to  the  wilderness.  H_nin?pin  re- 
turned to  France,  where,  in  1684,  he  published  a  narrative  of 
his  wonderful  adventures. 

Robert  Di  La  Salle,  whose  name  is  more  closely  connected 
with  the  explorations  of  the  Mississippi  than  that  of  any  other,  was 
the  nest  to  descend  the  river  in  the  year  16S2.  Formal  posses- 
sion was  taken  of  the  great  river  an  J  all  the  countries  bordering 
upon  it  or  its  tributaries  in  the  name  of  the  King. 

La  Salle  and  his  party  now  retraced  their  steps  towards  the 
north.  They  met  with  no  serious  trouble  until  they  reached  the 
Chickasaw  Bluffs,  where  thej'  had  erected  a  fort  on  their  down- 
ward voyage,  and  namj  1  it  Prudhomme.  Here  La  Salle  wa? 
taken  violently  sick.  Unable  to  pDceed,  he  sent  f  jrward  Tonti 
to  communicate  with  C.)jnt  Frontenie.  La  Salle  himself  reached 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Joseph  the  latter  part  of  September.  From 
that  point  he  sent  Father  Zenobe  with  his  dispatches  to  represent 
him  at  court,  while  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  fur  trade  and 
to  the  project  of  completing  a  fort,  which  he  named  St.  Louis, 
upon  the  Illinois  River.  The  precise  location  of  this  work  is  not 
known.  It  was  said  to  be  upon  a  rocky  bluff  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  high,  and  only  accessible  upon  one  side.  There  are  no 
bluff;  of  such  a  height  on  the  Illinois  River  answering  the  de- 
scription. It  may  have  been  on  the  rocky  bluff  abi)ve  La  Salle, 
where  the  rocks  are  perhaps  one  hundred  feet  in  height. 

Upon  the  completion  of  this  work  La  Salle  again  sailed  for 
France,  which  he  reached  on  the  13th  of  December,  1683.  A 
new  man,  La  Barre,  had  now  succeeded  Frontenao  as  Governor 
of  Canada.  This  man  was  unfriendly  towards  La  Salle,  and 
this,  with  other  untoward  circumstances,  no  doubt  led  him  to  at- 
tempt the  colonization  of  the  Mississippi  country  b}'  way  of  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  Notwithstanding  many  obstacles  were  in  his 
path,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  grant  of  a  fleet  from  the 
King,  and  on  the  24th  of  July,  1684,  a  fleet  of  twenty-four  ves- 
sels sailed  from  Rochelle  to  America,  fourof  wliich  were  destined 
for  Louisiana,  and  carried  a  body  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
people,  including  the  crews.  There  were  soldiers,  artificers,  and 
volunteers,  and  also  "  some  young  women."  Discord  soon  broke 
out  between  M.  de  Beaujeu  and  La  Salle,  and  grew  from  bad  to 
worse.  On  the  20th  of  December  they  reached  the  island  of  St. 
Domingo. 


Joutel  *  was  sent  out  with  this  party,  which  left  on  the  4th  of 
February,  and  traveled  eastward  three  days,  when  they  came  to 
a  great  stream  which  they  could  not  cross.  Here  they  made  sig- 
nals by  building  great  fires,  and  on  the  13th  two  of  the  vessels 
came  in  sight.  The  stream  was  sounded  and  the  vessels 
were  anchored  under  shelter.  But  again  misfortune  overtook 
La  Salle,  and  the  vessel  was  wrecked,  and  the  bulk  of  the  sup- 
plies was  lost.  At  this  juncture  M.  de  Beaujeu,  his  second  in 
command,  set  sail  and  returned  to  Franc i.  La  Salle  now  con- 
structed a  rude  shelter  from  the  timbers  of  his  wrecked  vessel, 
placed  his  people  inside  of  it,  and  set  out  to  explore  the  sur- 
rounding country  in  hope  of  finding  the  Mississippi.  He  was,  of 
course,  disappointed  ;  but  found  on  a  stream,  which  is  named  the 
Vaches,  a  good  site  for  a  fort.  He  at  once  removed  his  camp, 
and,  after  incredible  exertions,  constructed  a  fortification  suffi- 
cient to  protect  them  from  the  Indians.  This  fort  was  situated 
en  Matagorda  Bay,  within  the  present  limits  of  Texas,  and  was 
called  by  La  Salle  Fort  St.  Louis. 

Leaving  Joutel  to  complete  the  work  with  one  hundred  men. 
La  Salle  took  the  remainder  of  the  company  and  embarked 
on  the  river,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  as  far  up  as  he 
could.  The  savages  soon  became  troublesome,  and  on  the  14th 
of  July  La  Salle  ordered  Joutel  to  join  him  with  his  whole  force. 
They  had  already  lost  several  of  their  best  men,  and  dangers 
threatened  them  on  every  side.  It  would  seem  from  the  histo- 
rian's account  of  the  expedition  that  La  Salle  began  to  erect 
another  fort,  and  also  that  he  became  morose  and  severe  in  his 
discipline,  so  much  so  as  to  get  the  ill  will  of  many  of  his  people. 
He  finally  re.solved  to  advance  into  the  country,  but  whether 
with  the  view  of  reluming  to  Canada  liy  way  of  Illinois,  or  only 
for  the  purpose  of  making  further  discoveries,  Joutel  leaves  in 
doubt.  Giving  his  last  instructions,  he  left  the  fort  on  the  12th 
day  of  January,  1687,  with  a  company  of  about  a  dozen  men, 
including  his  brother,  two  nephews.  Father  Anastasius,  a  Francis- 
can friar,  Joutel,  and  others,  and  moved  north-eastward,  as  is 
supposed,  until  the  17th  of"  March,  when  some  of  his  men,  who 
had  been  cherishing  revengeful  feelings  for  .some  time,  waylaid 
the  Chevalier  and  shjt  him  dead.  They  also  slew  one  of  his 
nephews  and  two  of  his  servants. 

This  deed  occurred  on  the  20th  of  March,  on  a  stream  called 
Cenis. 

In  1687,  Franco  was  involved  in  a  long  and  bloody  war.  The 
League  of  Aug.sburg  was  formed  by  the  Princes  of  the  Empire 
against  Louis  XIV.,  and  England,  Spain,  Holland,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  Savoy  took  up  arms,  aniL.Louis  found  himself  bat- 
tling with  nearly  the  whole  of  Europe,  and  only  Turke\'  for  an 
allv.     This  war  ended  with  the  peace  of  Ryswick  in  1097. 

No  material  chaage  took  place  in  America,  but  the  colonists 
were  harassed  and  many  of  their  people  killed  or  carried  cap- 
tives to  the  Canadas.  In  1688,  the  French  possessions  in  North 
America  included  nearly  the  whole  of  the  continent  north  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  the  entire  valley  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  they 
had  begun  to  establish  a  line  of  fortifications  extending  from 
Quebec  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  between  which  points 
they  had  three  great  lines  of  communication,  to  wit:  by  way  of 
INIackinaw,  Green  Bay,  and  the  Wisconsin  River ;  by  way  of 
Lake  Michigan,  the  Kankakee  and  Illinois  Rivers ;  and  by  way 

*  Joutel.  Iii.etnrian  of  the  voyage,  aecnrnprinied  I, a  Salle,  and  subsequently  wrcte 
his  "Journal  Hislorique,"  which  was  published  in  Viu'i<,  nu. 
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of  Lake  Erie,  the  Maiimec  and  Wabash   Rivers,  and   were   pro- 
paring  to  explore  the  Ohio  a.s  a  fonrtli  route. 

In  1699,  D'lberville,  under  the  authority  of  tlie  crown,  disco- 
vered, on  the  second  of  IMarcli,  by  way  of  tiie  sea,  tlie  mouth  of 
the  "  Hidden  River."  This  majestic  stream  was  called  by  the 
natives  "  Malbouchia,"  and  by  the  Spaniards,  "  La  Palissade," 
from  the  great  number  of  trees  about  its  mouth.  After  travers- 
ing the  several  outlets,  and  satisfying  himself  as  to  its  certainty, 
he  erected  a  fort  near  its  western  outlet,  and  returned  to  France. 
An  avenue  of  trade  was  now  opened  out,  wliich  was  fully  im- 
proved. 

At  tkis  time  a  census  of  New  France  showed  a  total  popula- 
tion of  eleven  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  Europeans. 
War  again  broke  out  in  1701,  and  e.xtended  over  a  period  of 
twelve  years,  ending  with  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713.  This 
also  extended  to  the  American  Colonies,  and  its  close  left  every- 
thing as'before,  with  the  exception  that  Nova  Scotia  was  cap- 
tured in  1710. 

In  171S,  Xew  Orleans  was  laid  out  and  settled  liy  some 
European  colonists.  In  17(i2,  the  colony  was  made  over  to 
Spain,  to  be  regained  by  France,  under  the  consulate  of  Napo- 
leon. 

In  1803,  it  was  purchased  by  the  United  States,  f)r  the  sum 
of  fifteen  million  dollars,  and  the  territory  of  Louisiana  and  the 
commerce  of  the  Mississippi  river,  came  under  the  charge  of  the 
United  States.  Although  La  Salle's  labors  ended  in  dsfeat  and 
death,  he  had  not  worked  anil  suffered  in  vain.  H:'  had  thrown 
open  to  France  and  the  world  an  immense  and  most  valuable 
country.  Had  established  several  pirt?,  and  laid  the  foundation 
of  more  than  one  settlement  there.  "  Poria,  Kaskaskia  and  Ca- 
hokia  are  ta  this  day  monuments  of  Li  Salle's  labors;  for, 
though  he  had  founded  neither  of  them  (unless  Peoria,  which 
was  built  nearly  upon  the  site  of  Fort  Crevecojur),  it  was  by  those 
he  led  into  the  west  that  those  places  were  peopled  and  civilized. 
He  was,  if  not  the  discoverer,  the  first  settler  of  the  Mississipjii 
Valley,  and  as  such  deserves  to  be  known  and  honored."* 

The  French  early  improved  the  opening  made  for  them,  and 
before  1693,  the  Reverend  Father  Gravier  began  a  mission 
among  the  Illinois,  and  became  the  founder  of  Kaskaskia.  For 
some  time  it  was  merely  a  missionary  station,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  village  consisted  entirely  of  native.? ;  it  being  one  of  three 
.such  villages,  the  other  two  being  Cahokia  and  Peoria.  This  we 
learn  from  a  letter  written  by  Father  Gabriel  !Marest,  dated 
"  Aux  Cascaskias,  Autrement  dit  de  I'lmmaculee  concepcion  da 
la  Sainte  Vierge,  le  9  Novembre,  1712."  In  this  letter,  the 
writer  tells  us  that  Gravier  must  be  regarded  as  the  founder  of 
the  Illinois  missions.  Sjon  after  the  founding  of  Kaskaskia,  the 
missionary,  Pinet,  gathered  a  flock  at  Caliokia.t  while  Peoria 
arose  near  the  remains  of  Fort  Crevecann-.t 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  also  made  to  f  lund  a  colony  on 
the  Ohio.     It  failed  in  consequence  of  sickness. > 

In  the  north,  De  La   Motte  Cadillac,  in   June,  1701,  laid  the 
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foundation  of  Fort  Pontchartrain,  on  the  strait,  (le  Detroit),* 
while  in  the  southwest  eiforts  were  making  to  realize  the  dreams 
of  La  Salle.  The  leader  in  the  last  named  enterprise  was  Le- 
moine  D  Iberville,  a  Canadian  officer,  wdio  from  1691  to  1097 
distinguished  himself  not  a  little  by  battles  and  conquests  among 
the  icebergs  of  the  "  Bays  D'Udson  or  Hudsoir's  Bay." 

The  post  at  Vincenues,  on  the  Oubache  river,  (pronounced 
AVa-ba,  meaning  summer  cloud  moving  swiftly),  was  established 
in  1702.  It  is  quite  probable  that  on  La  Salle's  last  trip  he 
established  the  stations  at  Kaskaskia  and  Cahokia.  Until  the 
year  1750,  but  little  is  known  of  the  settlements  in  the  north- 
west, as  it  was  not  until  this  time  that  the  attention  of  the 
English  ^yas  called  to  the  occupation  of  this  portion  of  the  new 
world,  wdiich  they  then  supposed  the}'  owned.  Yivicr,  a  mission- 
ary among  the  Illinois,  writing  "  Aux  Illinois,"  six  leagues  from 
Fort  Chartres,  June  8th,  1750,  says  :  "We  have  here  whites, 
negroes,  and  Indians,  to  say  nothing  of  the  cross-breeds.  There 
are  five  French  villages,  and  three  villages  of  the  natives  within 
a  space  of  twenty-one  leagues,  situated  between  the  Mississippi 
and  another  river,  called  the  Karkadiad  (Kaskaskia).  In  the 
five  French  villages  are,  perhaps,  eleven  hundred  whites,  three 
hundred  blacks,  and  some  sixty  red  slaves  or  savages.  The 
three  Illinois  towns  do  not  contain  more  than  eight  hundred 
souls  all  told.f  JMost  of  the  French  till  the  soil.  They  raise 
•wheat,  cattle,  pigs  and  horses,  and  live  like  princes.  Three 
times  as  much  is  produced  as  can  be  consumed,  and  great  quan- 
tities of  grain  and  flour  are  sent  to  New  Orleans." 

Again,  in  an  epistle  dated  November  17th,  1750,  Vivier  says  : 
"  For  fifteen  leagues  above  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  one  sees 
no  dwellings  *  *  '■'  *  New  Orleans  contains  black,  wdiite  and 
red,  not  more,  I  think,  than  twelve  hundred  persons.  To  this 
point  come  all  kinds  of  lumber,  bricks,  salt-beef,  tallow,  tar,  skins, 
and  bear's  grease ;  and  above  all  pork  and  flour  from  the  Illinois. 
These  things  create  some  commerce,  as  forty  vessels  and  more 
have  come  hither  this  year.  Above  New  Orleans  plantations  are 
ao^ain  met  with  ;  the  most  considerable  is  a  colony  of  Germans, 
some  ten  leagues  up  the  river.  At  Point  Coupee,  thirty-five 
leagues  above  the  German  settlement,  is  a  fort.  Along  here, 
within  five  or  six  leagues,  are  not  less  than  sixty  habitations. 
Fiftv  leagues  farther  up  is  the  Natchez  post,  where  we  have  a 
garrison." 

Father  Marcst,  writing  from  the  post  at  Vincenncs,  makes  the 
same  observation.  Vivier  also  says,  "Some  individuals  dig  lead 
near  the  surface,  and  supply  the  Indians  and  Canada.  Two 
Spaniards,  now  here,  who  claim  to  be  adepts,  say  that  our  mines 
are  like  those  of  Mexico,  and  that  if  we  would  dig  deeper  we 
would  find  silver  under  the  lead  ;  at  any  rate  the  lead  is  excellent. 
There  are  also  in  this  country,  beyond  doubt,  copper  mines,  as 
from  time  to  time,  large  pieces  have  been  found  in  the  streams."]: 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1750,  the  French  occupied  in  addition 
to  the  lower  Mississippi  posts  and  those  in  Illinois,  one  at  Dii 
Quesne,  one  at  the  Maumee,  in  the  country  of  the  Rfiamis,  and 
one  at  Sandusky,  in  what  may  be  termed  the  Ohio  Valley.  In 
the  northern  part  of  the  north-west,  they  had  stations  at  St. 
Joseph's,  nn  the  St.  Joseph's  of  Lake   I\Iichigan,  at  Fort  Pont- 
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chartraiu  (Detroit),  at  Michillimackinac  or  Massillimaciuac, 
Fox  River  of  Green  Bay,  aud  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  The  foudest 
dreams  of  La  Salle  were  now  fully  realized.  The  French  alouc 
were  possessors  of  this  vast  realm,  liasing  their  claim  on  discovery 
and  settlement.  Another  nation,  however,  was  now  turning  its 
attention  to  this  extensive  country,  and  learning  of  its  wealth 
began  to  lay  jilans  for  occupying  it  and  for  securing  the  great 
profits  arising  therefrom. 

The  French,  however,  had  another  claim  to  this  country, 
namely,  the 

DISCOVERY   OF   THE   OHIO. 

The  largest  branch  of  the  Mississippi  river  from  the  cast, 
known  to  the  early  French  settlers  a.s  la  belle,  rhiere,  called 
"  beautiful  "  river,  was  discovered  by  Robert,  Cavalier  de  La 
Salle,  in  1669.  While  La  Salle  was  at  his  trading  post  on  the 
St.  Lawrence,  he  found  leisure  to  study  nine  Indian  dialects,  the 
chief  of  which  was  the  Iroquois.  While  conversing  with  some 
Senecas,  he  learned  of  a  river  called  the  Ohio,  which  rose  in  their 
countrv  and  flowed  to  the  sea. 

In  this  statement  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries  were  con- 
sidered as  one  stream.  La  Salle,  believing  as  most  of  the  French 
at  that  period  did,  that  the  great  rivers  flowing  west  emptied  int;p 
the  Sea  of  California,  was  anxious  to  embark  in  the  enterprise  of 
discovering  a  route  across  the  continent.  He  repaired  at  once  to 
Quebec  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the  Governor  and  the  Intend- 
ent,  Talon.  They  issued  letters  patent,  authorizing  the  euter- 
])rise,  but  made  no  provisions  to  defray  the  expenses. 

At  this  juncture  the  seminary  St.  Sulpice  decided  to  send  out 
missionaries  in  connection  with  the  expedition,  and  La  Salle 
otl'ering  to  sell  his  improvements  at  La  Chive  to  raise  the  money, 
the  offer  was  accepted  by  the  Superior,  aud  two  th  nisand  eight 
hundred  dollars  were  raised,  with  which  La  Salle  purchased  four 
canoes  and  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  outfit. 

Oil  the  6th  of  July,  1669,  the  party,  numbering  twenty-four 
persons,  embarked  in  seven  canoes  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  Two 
additional  canoes  carried  the  Indian  guides. 

In  three  days  they  were  gliding  over  the  bosom  of  Lake  On- 
tario. Their  guides  conducted  them  directly  to  the  Seneca  vil- 
lage on  the  bank  of  the  Genesee,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
city  of  Rochester,  New  York.  Here  they  expected  to  procure 
guides  to  conduct  them  to  the  Ohio,  but  in  this  they  were  disap- 
pointed. After  waiting  a  month  in  the  hope  of  gaining  their 
object,  they  met  an  Indian  from  the  Iroquois  colony,  at  the  head 
of  Lake  Ontario,  who  assured  them  they  could  find  guides,  and 
offered  to  conduct  them  thence.  On  their  way  they  passeil  the 
mouth  of  Niagara  river,  when  they  heard  for  the  first  time  the 
distant  thunder  of  the  cataract.  Arriving  among  the  Iroquois 
they  met  with  a  friendly  reception,  and  learned  from  a  Shawnee 
prisoner  that  they  could  reach  the  Ohio  in  six  weeks.  Delighted 
with  the  unexpected  good  fortune,  tliej'  made  ready  to  resume 
their  journey,  and  as  they  were  about  to  start  they  heard  of  the 
arrival  of  two  Frenchmen  in  a  neighboring  village.  One  of  them 
proved  to  be  Louis  Joliet,  afterwards  famous  as  an  explorer  in 
the  west.  He  had  been  sent  by  the  Canadian  government  to  ex- 
plore the  copper  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  but  had  failed  and  was 
on  his  way  back  to  Quebec. 

On  arriving  at  Lake  Superior,  they  found,  as  La  Salle  had 
predicted,  the  Jesuit  fathers,  Marquette  and  Dablon,  occupying 


the  field.  After  parting  with  the  priests.  La  Salle  went  to  the 
chief  Iroquois  village  at  Onondago,  where  he  obtained  guides 
and  passing  thence  to  a  tributary  of  the  Ohio  south  of  Lake 
Erie,  he  descended  the  latter  as  far  as  the  falls  of  Louisville. 
Thus  was  the  Ohio  discovered  by  La  Salle,  the  persevering  and 
successful  French  explorer  of  the  west  in  1669. 

When  Washington  was  sent  out  by  the  colony  of  Virginia  iu 
1753,  to  demand  of  Gordour  de  St.  Pierre  why  the  French  had 
built  a  fort  on  the  Jlonongahela,  the  haughty  commandant  at 
Quebec  replied:  "  We  claim  the  country  on  the  Ohio  liy  virtue 
of  the  discoveries  of  La  Salle,  and  will  not  give  it  up  to  the 
English.  Our  orders  are  to  make  prisoners  of  every  Englishman 
found  trading  in  the  Ohio  valley." 

ENGLISH    EXrL(Jl:.\TIONS    .\XD    SETTLEMENTS. 

We  have  sketched  the  progress  of  Freuch  discovery  in  the 
Talley  of  the  Mississippi.  The  first  travelers  reached  that  river 
in  1673,  and  when  the  year  1750  broke  in  upon  the  father  of 
waters  and  the  great  north-west,  all  was  still  except  those  little 
spots  upon  the  prairies  of  Illinois  and  among  the  marshes  of 
Louisiana. 

Volney,  by  conjecture,  fixes  the  settlement  of  Vincenncs  about 
1735.*  Bishop  Brute,  of  Indiana,  speaks  of  a  missionary  station 
there  in  1700,  and  adds  :  "  The  Iriendly  tribes  aud  traders  called 
to  Canada  for  protection,  and  then  M.  De  Vineennes  came  with 
a  detachment,  I  think,  of  Carignau,  and  was  killed  in  1735."  "j' 
Bancroft  says  a  military  establishment  was  formed  there  in  1716, 
and  in  1742  a  settlement  of  herdsmen  took  place. ;{:  In  a  petition 
of  the  old  inhabitants  at  Vineennes,  dated  iu  November,  1793, 
we  find  the  settlement  spoken  of  as  having  been  made  before 
1742.  §  And  such  is  the  general  voice  of  tradition.  On  the 
other  hand,  Charlevoix,  who  records  the  death  of  Vineennes, 
which  took  place  among  the  Chickasaws,  in  1736,  makes  no 
mention  of  any  post  on  the  Wabash,  or  any  missionary  station 
there.  Neither  does  he  mark  any  upon  his  map,  although  he 
gives  even  the  British  forts  upon  the  Tennessee  aud  elsewhere. 
Such  is  the  character  of  the  proof  relative  to  the  settlement  of 
Vineennes. 

Hennepin,  in  1003-4,  hail  heard  of  the  "  Hohio."  The  route 
from  the  lakes  to  the  Jlississippi,  by  the  Wabash,  was  explored 
1676,  II  and  in  Hennepin's  volume  of  1698,  is  a  journal,  said  to 
be  that  sent  b}'  La  Salle  to  Count  Frontenac,  in  1082  or  '83, 
which  mentions  the  route  by  the  Maumee^  aud  Wabash  as  the 
most  direct  to  the  great  western  river. 

In  1749,  when  the  English  first  began  to  think  seriously  of 
sending  men  into  the  west,  the  greater  portions  of  the  states  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota 
were  yet  under  the  dominion  of  the  red  men.  The  English  knew 
however,  of  the  nature  of  the  vast  wealth  of  these  wilds. 

In  the  year  1710,  Governor  Spotswood,  of  Virginia,  had  ma- 
tured a  plan  and  commenced  movements,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  secure  the  country  beyond  the  Alleghenies  to  the  English 
crown.  In  Penn.sylvania,  also.  Governor  Keith  and  James  Lo- 
gan, Secretary  of  the  Province  from  1719  to  1731,  represented 
to  the  powers  of  England  the  necessity  of  taking  steps  to  secure 
the  western  lands.     Nothing,  however,  was  done  b)'  the  mother 
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country,  except  to  take  certain  (li[)lomatic  steps  to  secure  the 
claim  of  Britain  to  tliis  unexplored  wilderness.  England  had 
from  the  outset  claimed  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacitic,  on  the 
{ground  that  tiie  discovery  and  possession  of  the  sea  coast  was  a 
discovery  and  possession  of  the  country;  and  as  is  well  known, 
iier  grants  to  Virginia,  Connecticut,  and  other  colonies,  were 
through  from  "  sea  to  sea."  This  was  not  all  her  claims ;  she  had 
purchased  from  the  Indian  tribes  large  tracts  of  land.  Tliis  was 
also  a  strong  argument. 

In  the  year  1684,  Lord  Howard,  Governor  of  Virginia,  held  a 
treaty  with  the  five  nations  at  Albany.  These  were  the  great 
Northern  Confederacy,  and  comprised  at  first  the  Mohawks, 
Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  and  Scnecas.  Afterward  the 
Tuscaroras  were  taken  into  the  confederacy,  and  it  became  known 
as  the  six  nations.  They  came  under  the  protection  of  the 
mother  country,  and  again  in  1701  they  repeated  the  agreement. 
Another  formal  deed  was  drawn  up  and  signed  by  the  chiefs  of 
the  National  Confederacy  in  1726,  by  which  their  lands  were 
conveyed  in  trust  to  England,  "  to  be  protected  and  defended  by 
his  majesty,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  grantors  and  their  heirs." 
The  validity  of  this  claim  has  often  been  di.spute<l,  but  never 
successfully.  In  1774,  a  purchase  was  made  at  Lancaster  of 
certain  lands  within  the  "  colony  of  Virginia,"  for  which  the  In- 
dians received  £200  in  gold  and  a  like  sum  in  goods,  with  a 
promise  that  as  settlements  increased,  more  should  be  paid.  The 
commissioners  from  Virginia  at  the  treaty  were  Col.  Thoiuas  Lee 
and  Col.  William  Beverly. 

As  settlements  extended,  and  the  Indians  began  to  complain, 
the  promise  of  further  pay  was  called  to  mind,  and  Mr.  Conrad 
Weiser  was  sent  across  the  Allegheuies  to  Logstown.  In  1784,* 
Col.  Lee  and  some  Virginians  accompanied  him,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  ascertaining  the  feelings  of  the  Indians  with  regard  to 
further  settlements  in  the  west,  which  Col.  Lee  and  others  were 
contemplating.  The  object  of  these  proposed  settlements  was  not 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  but  the  monopoly  of  the  Indian  trade. 
Accordingly,  after  Weiser's  conference  with  the  Indians  at  Logs- 
town,  which  was  favorable  to  their  views,  Tliomas  Lee,  with 
twelve  other  Virginians,  among  whom  were  Lawrence  and  Augus- 
tine, brothers  of  George  Washington,  and  also  Mr.  Hanbury,  of 
London,  formed  an  association  which  they  called  the  "  (Jhio 
Company,"  and  in  1748  petitioned  the  king  for  a  grant  beyond 
the  mountains.  This  petition  was  approved  by  the  English 
government,  and  the  government  of  Virginia  was  ordered  to 
grant  to  the  petitioners  half  a  million  of  acres  within  the  bounds 
of  that  colony  beyond  the  Allegheuies,  two  hundred  thousand  of 
which  were  to  be  located  at  once.  This  portion  was  to  be  held 
for  ten  years  free  of  quit-rent,  provided  the  company  would  put 
there  one  hundred  families  within  seven  years,  and  build  a  fort 
sufficient  to  protect  the  settlement.  The  company  accepted  the 
proposition,  and  sent  to  London  for  a  cargo  suited  to  the  Indian 
trade,  which  should  arrive  in  November,  1749.  Other  companies 
wore  also  formed  about  this  time  in  Virginia  to  colonize  the  west. 
On  the  12th  of  June,  1749,  a  grant  of  800,000  acres  from  the 
line  of  Canada,  on  the  north  and  west,  was  made  to  the  Loyal 
Company,  and  on  the  29th  of  October,  1751,  another  of  100,000 
acres  to  the  Greenbriar  Company.! 

The  French  were  not  blind  all  this  time.     They  saw  that  if  the 
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British  once  obtained  a  stronghold  upon  the  Ohio,  they  might 
not  only  prevent  their  settlements  upon  it,  but  in  time  would 
come  to  the  lower  posts,  and  so  gain  po.ssessiou  of  the  whole 
country.  Upon  the  lOtli  of  ^lay,  1744,  Vaudrcuil,  the  French 
governor,  well  knowing  the  consequences  that  must  arise  from 
allowing  the  English  to  build  trading  posts  in  the  north-west, 
seized  some  of  their  frontier  posts,  to  further  secure  the  claims  of 
the  French  to  the  west.  Having  these  fears,  and  seeing  the 
clanger  of  the  late  movements  of  the  British,  Gallisoniere,  then 
Governor  of  Canada,  determined  to  place  along  the  Ohio  evi- 
dences of  the  French  claim  to,  and  possession  of,  the  country. 
For  that  purpose  he  .sent,  in  the  summer  of  1749,  Louis  Celeron, 
with  a  party  of  soldiers,  to  place  plates  of  lead,  on  which  were 
written  out  the  claims  of  the  French,  in  the  mounds  and  at  the 
mouths  of  the  river.s.  These  were  heard  of  by  William  Trent, 
an  Indian  commissioner,  sent  out  by  Virginia  in  1752,  to  treat 
with  and  conciliate  the  Indians,  while  upon  the  Ohio,  and  men- 
tioned in  his  journal.  One  of  these  ]ilates  was  found  with  the 
inscription  partly  defaced.  It  bears  date  August  16th,  1749,  and 
a  copy  of  the  inscription,  with  particular  account,  was  sent  by 
De  Witt  Clinton  to  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  among 
whoso  journals  it  may  now  be  found.  These  measures  did  not, 
however,  deter  the  English  from  going  on  with  their  explora- 
tions. 

In  Fibruary,  1751,  Christopher  Gist  was  sent  by  the  Ohio 
Company  to  examine  its  lands.  He  went  to  a  village  of  the 
Twigtwees,  on  the  Miami,  about  150  miles  above  its  mouth. 
From  there  he  went  down  the  Ohio  River  nearly  to  the  falls,  at 
the  present  city  of  Louisville,  and  in  November  he  commenced 
a  survey  of  the  company's  lands.  In  1751,  General  Andrew 
Lewis  commenced  some  surveys  in  the  Greenbrier  country,  on 
behalf  of  the  company  already  mentioned.  Meanwhile  the 
French  were  busy  in  preparing  their  forts  for  defence,  and  in 
opening  roads.  In  1752  having  heard  of  the  trading  houses  on 
the  Miami  River,  they,  assisted  by  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas, 
attacked  it,  and,  after  a  severe  battle,  in  which  fourteen  of  the 
natives  were  killed  and  others  wounded,  captured  the  garrison. 
The  traders  were  carried  away  to  Canada,  and  one  account  says 
several  were  burned.  This  fort,  or  trading  house  was  called  by 
the  English  writers  Pickawillany.  A  memorial  of  the  king's 
ministers  refers  to  it  as  "  PickawcUanes,  in  the  center  of  the  terri- 
tory between  Ohio  and  the  Wabash."  This  was  the  first  blood 
shed  between  the  French  and  English,  and  occurred  near  the 
present  city  of  Piqua,  Ohio.  The  English  were  determined  on 
their  part  to  purchase  a  title  from  the  Indians  of  lands  which 
they  wished  to  occupy,  and  in  the  spring  of  1752,  Messrs.  Fry,* 
Lomax  and  Patton,  were  sent  from  Virginia  to  hold  a  conference 
with  the  natives  at  Logstown,  to  learn  what  they  objected  to  in 
the  treaty  at  Lancaster,  and  to  settle  all  difBculti~p.  On  the  9th 
June  the  conmiissiouers  met  the  red  men  at  Logstown.  This 
was  a  village  seventeen  miles  below  Pittsburgh,  upon  the  north 
side  of  the  Ohio.  Here  had  been  a  trading  point  for  many  years, 
but  it  was  abandoned  by  the  Indians  in  1750.  At  first  the 
Indians  declined  to  recognize  the  treaty  of  Lancaster,  but  the 
commissioners  taking  aside  Montour,  the  interpreter,  who  was  a 
son  of  the  famous  Catherine  Montour,  and  a  chief  among  the  six 
nations,  being  three-fourths  of  Indian  blood,  through  his  influence 
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an  agreement  was  effected,  and  upon  the  loth  of  June  they  all 
united  in  signing  a  deed,  confirming  the  Lancaster  treaty  in  its 
fullest  extent.  Meanwhile  the  powers  beyond  the  seas  were  try- 
ing to  out-manceuver  each  other,  and  were  professing  to  be  at 
peace.  The  English  generally  outwitted  the  Indians,  and  secured 
themselves,  as  they  thought,  by  their  politic  conduct.  But  the 
French,  in  this  as  in  all  cases,  proved  that  they  knew  best  how 
to  manage  the  natives.  While  these  measures  were  taken,  another 
treaty  with  the  wild  men  of  the  debatable  land  was  also  in  con- 
templation. And  in  September,  1753,  William  Fairfax  met  their 
deputies  at  Winchester,  Virginia,  where  he  concluded  a  treaty. 
In  the  month  following,  however,  a  more  satisfactory  interview 
took  place  at  Carlisle,  between  the  representatives  of  the  Iroquois, 
Delawares,  Shawnees,  Twigtwees,  and  Wyandots,  and  the  com- 
missioners of  Pennsylvania,  Eichard  Peters,  Isaac  Norris,  and 
Benjamin  Franklin.  Soon  after  this,  no  satisfaction  being 
obtained  from  the  Ohio,  either  as  to  the  force,  position,  or  pur- 
poses of  the  French,  Robert  Dinwiddle,  then  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, determined  to  send  to  them  another  messenger,  and  learn 
if  possible  their  intentions.  For  this  purpose  he  selected  a  young 
surveyor,  who,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  had  attained  the  rank  of 
major,  and  whose  previous  life  had  inured  him  to  hardships  and 
woodland  ways  ;  while  his  courage,  cool  judgment,  and  firm  will, 
all  fitted  him  for  such  a  mission.  This  personage  was  no  other 
than  the  illustrious  George  AVashington,  who  then  held  consider- 
able in'erest  in  western  lands.  He  was  twentj'-one  years  old  at 
the  time  of  the  appointment.*  Taking  Gist  as  a  guide,  the  two, 
accompanied  by  four  servitors,  set  out  on  their  perilous  march. 
They  left  Will's  Creek,  where  Cumberland  now  is,  on  the  loth 
of  November,  and  on  the  2'2d  reached  the  !Monongahela,  about 
ten  miles  above  the  fork.  From  there  they  went  to  Logstown, 
where  Washington  had  a  long  conference  with  the  chiefs  of  the 
six  nations.  Here  he  learned  the  position  of  the  French,  and 
also  that  they  had  determined  not  to  come  down  the  river  until 
the  following  spring.  The  Indians  were  non-committal,  they 
deeming  a  neutral  position  the  safest.  Washington,  finding  no- 
thing could  be  done,  went  on  to  Venango,  an  old  Indian  town 
at  the  mouth  of  the  French  Creek.  Here  the  Fi'ench  had  a  fort 
called  Fort  Machault.  On  the  11th  of  December  he  reached  the 
fort  at  the  head  of  French  Creek.  Here  he  delivered  Gover- 
nor Dinwiddie's  letter,  received  his  answer,  and  upon  the  16th 
set  out  upon  his  return  journey  with  no  one  but  Gist,  his  guide, 
and  a  few  Indians  who  still  remained  true  to  him.  They  reached 
home  in  safety  on  the  6th  of  Januar}',  17.54.  From  the  letter  of 
St.  Pierre,  commander  of  the  French  fort,  sent  by  Washington 
to  Governor  Dinwiddle,  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  the  French' 
would  not  yield  the  West  without  a  struggle.  Active  preparations 
were  at  once  made  in  all  the  English  colonies  for  the  coming  con- 
flict, while  the  French  finished  their  fort  at  Venango  and  strength- 
ened their  lines  of  fortifications  to  be  in  readiness.  The  Old 
Dominion  was  all  alive.  Virginia  was  the  center  of  great  activities. 
Volunteers  were  called  for,  and  from  the  neigTiboring  colonies 
men  rallied  to  the  conflict,  and  everywhere  along  the  Potomac 
men  were  enlisting  under  the  Governor's  proclamation, — which 
promised  two  hundred  thousand  acres  on  the  Ohio.  Along  this 
river  they  were  gathering  as  far  as  Will's  Creek,  and  far  beyond 
this  point,  whither  Trent  had  come  for  assistance,  for  his  little 
band  of  forty  one  men,  who  were  working  away  in  hunger  and 
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want,  to  fortify  that  point  at  ths  fork  of  the  Ohio,  to  which  both 
parties  were  looking  with  deep  interest.  The  first  birds  of  spring 
filled  the  forest  with  their  songs.  The  swift  river  rolled  by  the 
Allegheny  hillsides,  swollen  by  the  melting  snows  of  spring  and 
April  showers.  The  leaves  were  appearing,  a  few  Indian  scouts 
were  seen,  but  no  enemy  seemed  near  at  hand,  and  all  was  so 
quiet  that  Frazier,  an  old  Indian  trader,  who  had  been  left  by 
Trent  in  command  of  the  new  fort,  ventured  to  his  home  at  the 
mouth  of  Turtle  Creek,  ten  miles  up  the  Monongahela.  But 
though  all  was  so  quiet  in  that  wilderness,  keen  cj'es  had  seen  the 
low  entrenchment  that  was  rising  at  the  fork,  and  swift  feet  had 
borne  the  news  of  it  up  the  valley,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th  of  April,  Ensign  Ward,  who  then  had  charge  of  it,  saw  upon 
the  Allegheny  a  sight  that  made  his  heart  sink ; — sixty  batteaux 
and  three  hundred  canoes,  filled  with  men,  and  laden  deep  with 
cannon  and  stores.  The  fort  was  called  on  to  surrender  :  by  the 
advice  of  the  Half-King,  Ward  tried  to  evade  the  act,  but  it 
would  not  do.  Contrecreur,  with  a  thousand  men  about  him, 
said  '  Evacuate,'  and  the  ensign  dared  not  refu.sc.  That  evening 
he  supped  with  his  captor,  and  the  next  day  was  bowed  oft'  by  the 
Frenchman,  and,  with  his  men  and  tools,  marched  up  the  Mon- 
onghahela"  Thr  French  and  Indian  war  had  begun.  The 
treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  in  1748,  had  left  the  foundries  between 
the  French  and  English  possessions  unsettled,  and  the  events 
already  narrated  show  that  the  French  were  determined  to  hold 
the  country  watered  by  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries :  while 
the  English  laid  claim  to  the  country  by  virtue  of  the  discoveries 
by  the  Cabots,  and  claimed  all  the  country  from  New  Foundland 
to  Florida,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  The  first  deci- 
sive blow  had  been  struck,  and  the  first  attempt  of  the  English, 
through  the  Ohio  Compan}',  to  occupy  these  lands  had  resulted 
disastrously  to  them.  The  French  and  Indians  immediately 
completed  the  fortifications  begun  at  the  fork,  which  they  had  so 
easily  captured,  and  when  completed  gave  to  the  fort  the  name 
of  Du  Quesne.  Washington  was  at  Will's  creek,  when  the  news 
of  the  capture  of  the  fort  arrived.  He  at  once  departed  to  re- 
capture it.  On  his  way  he  entrenched  himself  at  a  place  called 
the  "Meadows,"  where  he  erected  a  fort  called  by  him  Fort 
Necessity.  From  there  he  surprised  and  captured  a  force  of 
French  and  Indians  marching  against  him,  but  was  soon  after 
attacked  by  a  much  superior  force,  and  was  obliged  to  yield  on 
the  morning  of  July  4th.  He  was  allowed  to  return  to  Virginia. 
The  English  Government  immediately  planned  four  cam- 
paigns, one  against  Fort  Du  Quesne,  one  against  Nova  Scotia, 
one  against  Fort  Niagara,  and  one  against  Crown  Point.  These 
occurred  during  1755-6,  and  were  not  succei^sful  in  driving  the 
French  from  their  possessions.  The  expedition  against  Fort  Du 
Quesne  was  led  by  the  famous  Braddoek,  who,  refusing  to  listen 
to  the  advice  of  Washington  and  those  acquainted  with  Indian 
warfare,  suffered  an  inglorious  defeat.  This  occurred  on  the 
morning  of  July  9th,  and  is  generally  known  as  the  battle  of 
Monongahela  or  "  Braddock's  defeat."  The  war  continued 
through  various  vicissitudes  through  the  years  1756-7,  when, 
at  the  commencement  of  1758,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of 
William  Pitt,  then  secretary  of  state,  afterwards  Lord  Chatham, 
active  preparations  were  made  to  carry  on  the  war.  Three 
expeditions  were  planned  for  this  year:  one  under  General 
Amherst,  against  Louisburg ;  another  under  Abercrombie, 
against  Fort  Ticonderoga  ;  and  a  third  under  General  Forbes, 
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against  Fort  Du  Quesne.  On  the  26th  of  July,  Louisburg 
surrendered  after  a  desperate  resistance  of  more  than  forty  days, 
and  the  eastern  part  of  the  Canadian  possessions  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  British.  Abercronibic  captured  Fort  Frontenac, 
and  when  the  expedition  against  Fort  Du  Quesne,  of  which 
AVashington  had  the  active  command,  arrived  there,  it  was 
found  in  flames  and  deserted.  The  English  at  once  took 
possession,  rebuilt  tlie  fort,  and  in  honor  of  their  illustrious  , 
statesman,  changed  the  name  to  Fort  Pitt. 

The  great  object  of  the  campaign  of  1759,  was  the  reduction 
of  Canada.  General  Wolfe  was  to  lay  siege  to  Quebec  ;  Am- 
herst was  to  ]-educe  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point ;  and  General 
Pridcaux  was  to  capture  Niagara.  This  latter  place  was  taken 
in  July,  but  the  gallant  Prideaux  lost  his  life.  Amherst  cap- 
tured Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  without  a  blow ;  and 
Wolfe,  after  making  the  memorable  ascent  to  the  plains  of  ' 
Abraham,  on  September  loth,  defeated  Montcalm,  and  on  the 
18th  the  city  capitulated.  In  this  engagement,  Montcalm  and 
Wolfe  both  lost  their  lives.  De  Levi,  Montcalm's  successor, 
marched  to  Siilery,  three  miles  above  the  city,  with  the  purpose 
of  defeating  the  English,  and  there,  on  the  28th  of  the  following 
April,  was  fought  one  of  the  bloodiest  battles  of  the  French 
and  Indian  war.  It  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  French,  and 
the  fall  of  the  cit}'  of  Montreal.  The  Governor  signed  a  capitu- 
lation by  which  the  whole  of  Canada  was  surrendered  to  the 
English.  This  practically  concluded  the  war,  but  it  was  not 
until  1763  that  the  treaties  of  peace  between  France  and  Eng- 
land were  signed.  This  was  done  on  the  loth  (if  February  of 
that  year,  and  under  its  provisions  all  the  country  east  of  the 
Mississippi  and  north  of  the  Iberville  river  in  Louisiana,  were 
ceded  to  England.  At  the  same  time,  Spain  ceded  Florida  to 
Great  Britain. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  17G0,  Major  Robert  Rogers  was 
sent  from  Montreal  to  take  charge  of  Detroit,  the  only  remaining 
French  post  in  the  territory.  He  arrived  there  on  the  9th  of 
November,  and  summoned  the  place  to  surrender.  At  first  the 
commander  of  the  post,  Beletre,  refused,  but  on  the  29th,  hearing 
of  the  continued  defeat  of  the  French  army,  surrendered.  The 
North-west  Territory  was  now  entirely  under  the  English  rule. 
In  1762,  France,  by  a  secret  treaty,  ceded  Louisiana  to  Spain, 
to  prevent  it  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  English,  who  were 
becoming  masters  of  the  entire  West.  The  next  year  the  treaty 
of  Paris,  signed  at  Fontainbleau,  gave  to  the  English  the  domi- 
nion in  question.  Twenty  years  after,  by  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  L^nited  States  and  England,  that  part  of  Canada 
lying  south  and  west  of  the  great  lakes,  comprehending  a  large 
territory,  was  acknowledged  to  be  a  portion  of  the  United  States. 
In  1803  Louisiana  was  ceded  by  Spain  baok  to  France,  and  by 
France  sold  to  the  United  States.  By  the  treaty  of  Paris,  the 
regions  east  of  the  Mississippi,  including  all  these  and  other 
towns  of  the  north-west,  were  given  over  to  England  ;  but  they 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  taken  possession  of  until  1765,  when 
Captain  Stirling,  in  the  name  of  the  Majesty  of  England,  estab- 
lished himself  at  Fort  Chartres,  bearing  with  him  the  proclama- 
tion of  General  Gage,  dated  December  30th,  1764,  which  pro- 
mised religious  freedom  to  all  Catholics  who  worfhipcd  here 
and  the  right  to  leave  the  country  with  their  effects  if  they 
wished,  or  to  remain  with  the  privileges  of  Englishmen.  During 
the  yenr.i  1775  and   1776,  liy  the  operations  of  land  companies 


and  the  perseverance  of  individuals,  several  settlements  were 
firmly  established  between  the  Alleghenies  and  the  Ohio  river 
and  western  laud  ..speculators  were  busy  in  Illinois  and  on  the 
Wabash.  At  a  council  held  in  Kaskaskia,  on  July  5th,  1773, 
an  a-ssociation  of  English  traders,  calling  themselves  the  "Illinois 
Laud  Company,"  obtained  from  the  chiefs  of  the  Kaskaskia, 
Cahokia,  and  Peoria  tribes  two  large  tracts  of  laud  lying  on  the 
ca.st  side  of  the  Mississippi  river  south  of  the  Illinois.  In  1775 
a  merchant  from  the  Illinois  country,  named  Viviat,  came  to 
Post  Vincennes  as  the  agent  of  the  association  called  the  "Wa- 
bash Land  Company."  On  the  8th  of  October  he  obtained  from 
eleven  Piankeshaw  chiefs  a  deed  for  37.497,600  acres  of  land. 
This  deed  was  signed  by  the  grantors,  attested  by  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Vincennes,  and  afterward  recorded  in  the  office 
of  a  Notary  Public  at  Kaskaskia.  This  and  other  land  compa- 
nies had  extensive  schemes  for  the  colonization  of  the  West;  but 
all  were  frustrated  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  On  the  20th  of  April,  1780,  the  two  companies  named 
consolidated  under  the  name  of  the  "  United  Illinois  and  AVabash 
Land  Company ;"  they  afterwards  made  strenuous  efforts  to 
have  these  grants  sanctioned  by  Congress,  but  all  signally  failed, 
AVhen  the  war  of  the  Revolution  commenced,  Kentucky  was  an 
unorganized  country,  there  being  settlements  within  her  borders. 

In  Hutchins'  Topography  of  Virginia,  it  is  stated  that  at  that 
time  Kaskaskia  contained  80  houses,  and  nearly  1,000  white  and 
black  inhabitants,  the  whites  being  a  little  the  more  numerous. 
Cahokia  contained  fifty  houses,  300  white  inhabitants,  and  80 
negroes.  There  w'cre  east  of  the  Mi-ssissippi  river,  about  the  year 
1771 — when  these  observations  were  made — "300  white  men 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  230  negroes."  From  1775  until 
the  expedition  of  Clark,  nothing  is  recorded  and  nothing  known 
of  these  settlements,  save  what  is  contained  in  a  report  made  by 
a  committee  to  Congress  in  June,  1778.  From  it  the  following 
extract  is  made:  "  Near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kaskaskia,  there 
is  a  village  which  appears  to  have  contained  nearly  eighty  fami- 
lies from  the  beginning  of  the  late  Revolution  ;  there  are  twelve 
families  at  a  small  village  at  La  Prairie  Du  Roehers,  and  nearly 
fifty  families  at  (he  Cahokia  village.  There  are  also  four  or  five 
families  at  Fort  CHiartres  and  St.  Philip's,  which  is  five  miles 
further  up  the  rivei'."  St.  Louis  had  bern  settled  in  February, 
1764,  and  at  this  time  contained,  including  its  neighboring  towns, 
over  six  hundred  white  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  negroes.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  all  the  country  west  of  the  Blississippi 
was  under  French  rule,  and  remained  so  until  ceded  back  to 
Spain,  its  original  owner,  who  afterwards  sold  it  and  the  country 
including  New  Orleans  to  the  United  States.  At  Detroit,  there 
were,  according  to  Captain  Carver,  who  was  in  the  north-west 
from  1768  to  1776,  more  than  one  hundred  houses,  and  the  river 
was  settled  for  more  than  twenty  miles,  although  poorly  culti- 
vated, the  people  being  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution,  the  British  held  every 
post  of  importance  in  the  AV'^est.  Kentuck)'  was  fooned  as  a 
component  part  of  Virginia,  and  the  sturd\'  pioneers  of  the  West, 
alive  to  their  interests,  and  recognizing  the  great  benefits  of 
obtaining  the  control  of  the  trade  in  this  part  of  the  New  World, 
held  steadily  to  their  purposes,  and  those  within  the  common- 
wealth of  Kentucky  proceeded  to  exercise  their  civil  privileges 
by  electing  John  Todd  and  Richard  Gallaway  burgesses,  to  rep- 
resent them  in  the  assembly  of  the  present  state.    The  chief  spirit 
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in  this  far-out  colony,  who  had  represented  her  the  year  previous 
east  of  the  mountains,  was  now  nieditatiug  a  move  of  unequalled 
boldness.  He  had  been  watching  the  movements  of  the  British 
throughout  the  north-west,  and  understood  their  whole  plan. 
He  saw  it  was  through  their  possession  of  the  posts  at  Detroit, 
Vincennes,  Kaskaskia,  and  other  places,  which  would  give  them 
easy  access  to  the  various  Indian  tribes  in  the  uorth-west,  that 
the  British  intended  to  penetrate  the  country  from  the  north  and 
south,  and  annihilate  the  frontier  fortresses.  This  moving,  ener- 
getic man  was  Colonel,  afterwards  Geueral  George  Rogers  Clark. 
He  knew  that  the  Indians  were  not  unanimously  in  accord  with 
the  English,  and  he  was  convinced  that,  could  the  British  be 
defeated  and  expelled  from  the  north-west,  the  natives  might  be 
easily  awed  into  neutrality;  by  spies  sent  for  the  purpose,  he 
satisfied  himself  that  the  enterprise  against  the  Illinois  settle- 
ments might  easily  succeed.  Patrick  Henry  was  Governor  of 
Virginia,  and  at  once  entered  heartily  into  Clark's  plans.  The 
same  plan  had  before  been  agitated  in  the  Colonial  Assemblies ; 
but  there  was  no  one  until  Clark  came  who  was  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  aflairs  at  the  scene  of  action  to 
be  able  to  guide  them. 

Clark,  having  satisfied  the  Virginia  leaders  of  the  feasibility 
of  his  plan,  received  on  the  second  of  January  two  sets  of  instruc- 
tions: one  secret,  the  other  open.  The  latter  authorized  him  to 
proceed  to  enlist  seven  companies  to  go  to  Kentucky,  subject  to 
his  orders,  and  to  serve  three  months  from  their  arrival  in  the 
west.  The  secret  order  authorized  him  to  arm  the  troops,  to 
procure  liis  powder  and  lead  of  General  Hand,  at  Pittsburg,  and 
to  proceed  at  once  to  subjugate  the  countr}-. 

"With  these  instructions  Clark  repaired  to  Pittsburg,  choosing 
rather  to  raise  his  men  west  of  the  mountains.  Here  he  raised 
three  companies  and  several  private  volunteers.  Clark  at  length 
commenced  his  descent  of  the  Ohio,  which  he  navigated  as  far  as 
the  falls,  where  he  took  possession  of  and  fortified  Corn  Island, 
between  the  present  sites  of  Liuisviile,  Kentucky,  and  New 
Albany,  Indiana.  Remains  of  thij  firtification  may  yet  be 
found.  At  this  place  ho  appointed  Col.  Bowman  to  meet  him 
with  such  recruits  as  had  reached  Kentucky  by  the  southern 
route.  Here  he  announced  to  the  men  their  real  destination. 
On  the  24th  of  June  he  embarked  on  the  river,  his  destination 
being  Fort  lilassac  or  Massacre,  and  thence  marched  direct  to  Kas- 
kaskia. The  march  was  accomplished  and  the  town  reached  on 
the  evening  of  July  4.  He  captured  the  fort  near  the  village, 
and  soon  after  the  village  itself,  by  surprise,  without  the  loss  of 
a  single  man  or  killing  any  of  the  enemy.  Clark  told  the  natives 
that  they  were  at  perfect  liberty  to  worship  as  they  pleased,  and 
to  take  whichever  side  of  the  conflict  they  would,  and  he  would 
protect  them  from  any  barbarity  from  British  or  Indian  foes. 
This  had  the  desired  effect,  aud  the  inhabitants  at  once  swore 
allegiance  to  the  American  arms,  and  when  Clark  desired  to  go 
to  Cahokia  on  the  6th  of  July,  they  accompanied  him,  and 
through  their  influence  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  surrendered. 
Thus  two  important  posts  in  Illinois  passed  from  the  hands  of 
the  English  into  the  possession  of  Virginia.  During  the  year 
(1779)  the  famous  '-Land  Laws"  of  Virginia  were  passed.  The 
passage  of  these  laws  was  of  more  consequence  to  the  pioneers  of 
Kentucky  and  the  uorth-west  than  the  gaining  of  a  few  Indian 
co;iflicts.  These  grants  confirmed  in  the  main  all  grants  made, 
and  guaranteed  to  actual  settlers  their  rights  and  privileges. 


DIVISION    OF    THE    NORTH-WEST    TERRITORY. 

The  increased  emigration  to  the  north-west,  and  extent  of  the 
domain,  made  it  very  difficult  to  conduct  the  ordinar}'  operations 
of  government,  and  rendered  the  efficient  action  of  courts  almost 
impossible ;  to  remedy  this  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  divide  the 
territory  for  civil  purposes.  Congress,  in  1800,  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  the  question  and  report  some  mcaus  fur 
its  solution. 

This  committee  on  the  od  of  March  reported:  "In  the  three 
western  coi^ntries  there  has  been  but  one  court  having  cognizance 
of  crimes,  in  five  years,  and  the  immunity  which  offenders  expe- 
rience attracts,  as  to  an  asylum,  the  most  vile  and  abaudoned 
criminals,  and  at  the  same  time  deters  useful  citizens  from  making 
settlements  in  such  society.  The  extreme  necessity  of  judiciary 
attention  and  assistance  is  experienced  in  civil  as  well  as  in 
criminal  cases.  *  *  ''  *  To  remedy  this  evil  it  is  expedient  t ) 
the  committee  that  a  division  of  said  territory  into  two  distinct 
and  separate  governments  should  be  made,  and  that  such  division 
be  made  by  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Jliami  river, 
running  directly  north  until  it  intersects  the  boundary  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada." 

The  report  was  accepted  by  C'lmgress,  and,  in  accordance  with 
its  suggestions,  that  body  passed  an  act  extinguishing  the  north- 
west territorj-,  which  act  was  approved  May  7th.  Among  its 
provisions  were  these  : 

"  That  from  aud  after  July  4  next,  all  that  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  north-west  of  the  Ohio  river,  which 
lies  to  the  westward  of  a  line  beginning  at  a  point  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Kentucky  river,  and  running  thence  to  Fort 
Recovery,  and  thence  North  until  it  shall  inter-sect  the  terri- 
torial line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  shall,  for  the 
purpose  of  temporary  government,  constitute  a  separate  territory 
and  be  called  the  Indian  Territor}-." 

Gen.  Harrison  (afterwards  President),  was  appointed  governor 
of  the  Indian  Territory,  and  during  his  residence  at  Vincennes, 
he  made  several  important  treaties  with  the  Indians,  thereby 
gaining  large  tracts  of  land.  The  next  year  is  memorable  in 
the  history  of  the  west  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  from 
France  by  the  United  States  for  815,000,000.  Thus  by  a  peace- 
ful manner  the  domain  of  the  United  States  was  extended  over 
a  large  tract  of  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  was  for  a 
time  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  north-western  government. 
The  next  year  Gen.  Harrison  obtained  additional  grants  of  land 
from  the  various  Indian  nations  in  Indiana  and  the  present 
limits  of  Illinois,  and  on  the  18th  of  August,  1804,  completed  a 
treaty  at  St.  Louis,  whereby  over  51,000,000  acres  of  laud  were 
obtained. 

During  this  year,  Congress  granted  a  township  of  land  for 
the  support  of  a  college,  and  began  to  offer  inducements  for 
settlers  in  these  wilds,  and  the  country  now  comprising  the 
state  of  Michigan  began  to  fill  rapidly  with  settlers  along  its 
southern  borders.  This  same  year  a  law  was  passed  orgauizing 
the  south-west  territory,  dividing  it  into  two  portions,— the  terri- 
tory of  New  Orleans,  which  city  was  made  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  district  of  Louisiana,  which  was  annexed  to  the 
domain  by  General  Harrison. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1805,  the  territory  of  Michigan  was 
formed,  and  Wm.  Hull  was  appointed  governor,  with  hia('quar- 
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ters  at  Dotroit,  the  change  to  take  effect  June  30th.  On  the 
Hth  of  tliat  month,  a  lire  occurred  at  Detroit,  which  destroyed 
almost  every  building  in  the  place.  When  the  officers  of  the 
new  territory  reached  the  post,  they  found  it  in  ruins,  and  the 
inhabitants  scattered  throughout  the  country,  llebuilding,  how- 
vw-y,  was  eiiniaienced  at  once.  While  this  was  being  done, 
Indiana  passed  to  the  .seemul  grade  of  government.  In  1809, 
Indiana  territory  was  divided,  and  the  territory  of  Illinois  was 
formed,  the  seat  of  government  being  fi.\;ed  at  Kaskaskia,  and 
through  her  tJeucral  Assembly  had  obtained  large  tracts  of  land 
from  the  Indian  tribes.  To  all  this  the  celebrated  Indian 
Tecumthe,  or  Tecumseh,  vigorously  protested,*  and  it  was  the 
main  cause  of  his  attempts  to  unite  the  various  Indian  tribes  in 
a  conflict  with  the  settlers.  He  visited  the  principal  tribes,  and 
succeeded  in  forming  an  alliance  with  most  of  the  tribes,  and 
then  joined  the  cause  of  the  British  in  the  memorable  war  of 
lSl-2.  Tecumseh  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames. 
Tecumseh  ivas,  in  many  respects,  a  noble  character, — frank  and 
honest  in  his  intercourse  with  General  Harrison  and  the  settlers  ; 
in  war,  brr.vc  and  chivalrous.  His  treatment  of  prisoners  was 
humane.  In  the  summer  of  1812,  Perry's  victory  on  Lake  Erie 
occurred,  and  shortly  after,  active  preparations  were  made  to 
capture  Fort  ^Maiden.  On  the  27th  of  September,  the  American 
ami}',  under  command  of  General  Harrison,  set  sail  for  the 
shores  of  Canada,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  stood  around  the  ruins  of 
Maiden,  from  which  the  British  army  under  Pmctor  had  re- 
treated to  Sandwich,  intending  to  make  its  way  to  the  heart  of 
Canada  by  the  valley  of  the  Thames.  On,  the  29th,  General 
Harrison  was  at  Sand\9ich,  and  General  McArthnr  took  posses- 
sion of  Detroit  and  the  territory  of  Michigan.  On  the  2d  of 
October  following,  the  American  army  began  their  pursuit  of 
Proctor,  whom  they  overtook  on  the  5th,  and  the  battle  of  the 
Thames  followed.  The  victory  was  decisive,  and  practically 
closed  the  war  in  the  north  west.  In  1800,  occurred  Burr's 
insurrection.  He  took  possession  of  an  island  in  the  Ohio,  and 
was  charged  with  treasonable  intentions  against  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment. His  capture  was  effected  by  General  Wilkinson,  acting 
under  instruction  of  President  Jeffer.son.  Burr  was  brought  to 
trial  on  a  charge  of  treason,  and,  after  a  prolonged  trial,  during 
which  he  defended  himself  with  great  ability,  he  was  acquitted 
of  the  charge  of  treason.  His  subsequent  career  was  obscure, 
and  he  died  in  18.36.  Had  his  scheme  succeeded,  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know'  what  efJ'ect  it  would  have  had  on  the  north- 
western territor}-.  The  battle  of  the  Thames  was  fought  October 
Clh,  1813.  It  effectually  closed  liostilities  in  the  north-west, 
although  peace  was  not  restored  until  July  22d,  1814,  when  a 
treaty  was  made  at  Greenville,  by  General  Harrison,  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes.  On  the  24th  of  De- 
cember, the  treaty  of  Ghent  was  signed  by  the  representatives 
of  England  and  the  United  States.  This  treaty  was  followed 
the  next  year  by  treaties  with  various  Indian  tribes  throughout 
the  north-west,  and  quiet  was  again  restored. 

I'KESKNT    COXDITIOX    OF    THE    NORTH-WEST. 

In  the  former  chapters  we  have  traced  briefly  the  discoveries, 
settlements,  wars,  and  most  important  events  which  have  occurred 
in  the  large  area  of  country  denominated  the  north  west,  and  we 


now  turn  to  the  contemplation  of  its  growth  and  prosperity.  Its 
people  are  among  the  most  intelligent  and  enterprising  in  the 
Union.  The  population  is  steadily  increasing,  the  arts  and 
sciences  are  gaining  a  stronger  foothold,  the  trade  area  of  the 
region  is  becoming  daily  more  extended,  and  we  have  beeu 
largely  exempt  from  the  financial  calamities  which  have  nearly 
wrecked  communities  on  the  sea-board,  dependent  wholly  on 
foreign  commerce  or  domestic  manufacture.  Agriculture  is  the 
leading  feature  in  our  industries.  This  vast  domain  has  a  sort 
of  natural  geographical  border,  save  where  it  melts  away  to  the 
southward  in  the  cattle-raising  districts  of  the  .south-west.  The 
leading  interests  will  be  the  growth  of  the  food  of  the  world,  in 
which  branch  it  has  already  outstripped  all  competitors,  and 
our  great  rival  will  be  the  fertUe  fields  of  Kansas,  Nebraska 
Colorado,  Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

To  attempt  to  give  statistics  of  grain  productions  for  1880 
would  require  more  space  than  our  work  would  permit  of. 
Manufacturing  has  now  attaii.ed  in  the  chief  cities  a  foothold 
that  bids  fair  to  render  the  north-west  independent  of  the  outside 
world.  Nearly  our  whole  region  has  a  distribution  of  coal  mea- 
sure which  will  in  time  support  the  manufactures  necessary  to 
our  comfort  and  jirospcrity.  As  to  transportation,  the  chief 
factor  in  the  production  of  all  articles  except  food,  no  section  is 
so  magnificently  endowed,  and  our  facilities  are  yearly  increasing 
lieyond  those  of  any  other  region. 

The  principal  trade  and  manufacturing  centres  of  the  great 
north-west  are  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  Indianapolis,  De- 
troit, Cleveland  and  Toledo,  with  any  number  of  minor  cities 
and  towns  doing  v,  large  and  growing  business.  The  intelligence 
and  enterprise  of  its  people  ;  the  great  wealth  of  its  soil  and 
minerals  ;  its  vast  inland  seas  and  navigable  rivers  ;  its  magnifi- 
cent railroad  system  ;  its  patriotism  and  love  of  country  will 
render  it  ever  loyal  in  the  future  as  in  the  past.  The  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Valley  arc  the  keystone  of  the  national  union 
and  national  prosperity. 


CIIArTER  II. 

BRIEF  UISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  ILLIXOIS. 

T  is  necessary  to  treat  the  history  of  this  great  State 
britfl}'.  Ar.d  first  we  direct  attention  to  the  dis- 
covery and  explondion  of  the  lliesimppi.  Hernando 
De  Soto,  cutting  his  way  through  the  wilderness  from 
Florida,  had  discovered  the  Mississippi  in  the  year  1.542.  Wasted 
with  disease  and  privation,  he  only  reached  the  stream  to  die 
upon  its  banks,  and  the  remains  of  the  ambitious  and  iron-willed 
Spaniard  found  a  fitting  resting-place  beneath  the  waters  of  the 
great  river.  The  chief  incitement  to  Spanish  discoveries  in 
America  was  a  thirst  for  gold  and  treasure.  The  discovery  and 
settlement  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  on  the  part  of  the  French 
must,  on  the  other  hand,  be  ascribed  to  religious  zeal.  Jesuit 
missionaries,  from  the  French  settlements  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
early  penetrated  to  the  region  of  Lake  Huron.  It  was  from  the 
tribes  of  Indians  living  in  the  West,  that  intelligence  came  of  a 
noble  river  flowing  south.  Jlarquette,  who  had  visited  the  Chip- 
pewas  in  1668,  and  established  the  mission  of  St.  Mary,  now  the 
oldest  settlement  within  the  present  commonwealth  of  Michigan, 
formed  the  purpose  of  its  exploration. 


EI&TOEY    OF    CHRISTIAN    COUNTY,    ILLINOIS. 


21 


In  company  with  Joliet,  a  fur-trader  of  Quebec,  who  had  been 
designated  by  M.  Talon,  Intendent  of  Canada,  as  chieftain  of  the 
exploring  party,  and  iive  French  voyageurs,  Marquette,  on  the 
10th  of  June,  1673,  set  out  on  the  expedition.  Crossing  the 
water-shed  dividing  the  Fox  from  the  Wisconsin  rivers,  their 
two  canoes  were  soon  launched  on  the  waters  of  the  latter. 
Seven  days  after,  on  the  17th  of  June,  they  joyfully  entered  the 
broad  current  of  the  Mississippi.  Stopping  six  days  on  the 
western  bank,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  River,  to  enjoy 
the  hospitalities  of  the  Illinois  Indians,  the  voyage  was  resumed, 
and  after  passing  the  perpendicular  rocks  above  Alton,  on  whose 
lofty  limestone  front  are  painted  frightful  representations  of 
monsters,  they  suddenly  came  upon  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri, 
known  by  its  Algonquin  name  of  Pekitanoni,  whose  swift  and 
turbid  current  threatened  to  engulf  their  frail  canoes.  The  site 
of  St.  Louis  was  an  unbroken  forest,  and  further  down,  the 
fertile  plain  bordering  the  river  reposed  in  peaceful  solitude,  as, 
early  in  July,  the  adventurers  glided  past  it.  Tlicy  cnntinued 
their  voyage  to  a  point  some  distance  below  the  ni.iulh  of  the 
Arkansas,  and  then  retraced  their  course  up  the  river,  arriving 
at  their  Jesuit  Mission  at  the  head  of  Green  Bay,  late  in  Sep- 
tember. 

Robert,  Cavalier  de  La  Salle,  whose  illustrious  name  is  more 
intimately  connected  with  the  exploration  of  the  Mississippi  than 
that  of  any  other,  was  the  next  to  descend  the  river,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1682.  At  its  mouth  he  erected  a  column,  and 
decorating  it  with  the  arms  of  France,  placed  upon  it  the  follow- 
ing inscription : 

LOUIS    LE    GEAND,    ROI     DE    FRANCE    ET    DE     NAVARRE,    REGNE  ; 
LE    NEUVIEME    AVRIL,    1682. 

Thus  France,  by  right  of  discovery,  lay  claim  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley,  the  fairest  portion  of  the  globe,  an  empire  in  extent, 
stretching  from  the  Gulf  to  the  Lakes,  and  from  the  forthest 
sources  of  the  Ohio  to  where  the  head  waters  of  the  Missouri  are 
lost  in  the  wild  solitudes  cf  the  Rocky  Mountains.  La  Salle 
bestowed  upon  the  territorv  the  name  of  Louisiana,  in  honor  of 
the  King  of  France,  Louis  XIV. 

The  assertion  has  been  made  that  on  La  Salle's  return  up  the 
river,  in  the  summer  of  1682,  a  portion  of  the  party  were  leit 
behind,  who  founded  the  villages  of  Kaskaskia  and  Cahokia.  but 
the  statement  rests  on  no  substantial  foundation. 

THE    FIRST    SETTLEMENTS    IN    ILLINOIS. 

The  gentle  and  pious  Marquette,  devoted  to  his  purpose  of 
carrying  the  gospel  to  the  Indians,  had  established  a  mission 
among  the  Illinois,  in  1675,  at  their  principal  town  on  the  river 
which  still  bears  their  name.  This  was  at  the  present  town  of 
Utica,  in  La  Salle  County.  In  the  presence  of  the  whole  tribe, 
by  whom,  it  is  recorded,  he  was  received  as  a  celestial  visitor,  he 
displayed  the  sacred  pictures  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  raised  an  altar, 
and  said  mass.  On  Easter  Sunday,  after  celebrating  the  mystery 
of  the  Eucharist,  he  took  possession  of  the  land  in  the  name  of 
the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  founded  the  "  Missiou  of  the  Im- 
maculate Conception."  The  town  was  called  Kaskaskia,  a  name 
afterwards  transferred  to  another  locality. 

La  Salle,  while  making  preparations  to  descend  the  ^Missis- 
sippi,  built  a  fort,  on  the  Illinois  River,  below  the  Lake  of  Peoria, 
in  Februarv,  IGSO,  and  in  comaiemoration   of  his   misfortunes. 


bestowed  upon  it  the  name  of  Crevecaur,  "broken-hearted." 
Traces  of  its  embankments  are  yet  discernible.  This  was  the 
first  military  occupation  of  Illinois.  There  is  no  evidence,  how- 
ever, that  settlement  was  begun  there  at  that  early  date. 

On  La  Salle's  return  from  this  exploration  of  the  !Missi.ssippi, 
in  1682,  he  fortified  "Starved  Rock,"  whose  military  advantages 
had  previously  attracted  his  attention.  From  its  summit,  which 
rises  125  feet  above  the  waters  of  the  river,  the  valley  of  the 
Illinois  speeds  out  before  the  eye  in  a  landscape  of  rarest  beautv. 
From  three  sides  it  is  inaccessible.  This  stronghold  received  the 
name  of  the  Fort  of  St.  Louis.  Twenty  thousand  allied  Indians 
gathered  around  it  on  the  fertile  plains.  The  fort  seems  to  have 
been  abandoned  soon  after  the  year  1700. 

Marquette's  mission  (1675),  Crevecceur  (1680j,  and  the  Fort 
of  St.  Louis  (1682),  embrace,  so  far,  all  the  attempts  made 
toward  effecting  anything  like  a  permanent  settlement  in  the 
Illinois  country.  Of  the  second  few  traces  remain.  A  line  of 
fortifications  may  be  faintly  traced,  and  that  is  all.  The  seed  of 
civilization  planted  by  the  Jesuit,  Marquette,  among  the  Illinois 
Indians,  was  destined  to  produce  more  enduring  fruit.  It  was 
the  germ  of  Kaskaskia,  during  the  succeeding  years  of  the 
French  occupation — the  metropolis  of  the  Mississippi  Valley. 
The  southern  Kaskaskia  is  merely  the  northern  one  transplanted. 
The  Mission  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  is  the  same. 

FOUNDING    OF    KASKASKIA. 

On  the  death  of  Marquette,  he  was  succeeded  by  Alloiicz,  and 
he  by  Father  Gravier,  who  respectively  had  charge  of  the  Mis- 
sion on  the  Illinois  River.  Gravier  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
to  reduce  the  principles  of  the  Illinois  language  to  rules.  It  was 
also  he  who  succeeded  in  transferring  Marquette's  Mission  from 
the  banks  of  the  Illinois  south  to  the  spot  where  stands  the 
modern  town  of  Kaskaskia,  and  where  it  was  destined  to  endure. 
The  exact  date  is  not  known,  but  the  removal  was  accomplished 
some  time  prior  to  the  year  IGilO,  though  probably  not  earlier 
than  1685. 

Father  Gravier  was  subsequently  recalled  to  Mackinaw,  and 
his  place  was  supplied  bv  Bineteau  and  Pinet.  Pinet  proved  an 
eloquent  and  successful  minister,  and  his  chapel  was  often  in- 
■niflicient  to  hold  the  crowds  of  savages  who  gathered  to  hear  his 
words.  Bineteau  met  with  a  fate  similar  to  that  which  befell 
many  another  devoted  priest  in  his  heroic  labors  for  the  conver- 
sion of  the  savages.  He  accompanied  the  Kaskaskias  on  one  of 
their  annual  hunts  to  the  upper  Mississippi,  that  his  pastoral 
relations  might  not  suffer  intermission.  His  frame  was  poorly 
fitted  to  stand  the  exposure.  Parched  by  day  on  the  burning 
prairie,  chilled  by  heavy  dews  at  night,  now  panting  with  thirst 
and  again  aching  with  colil,  he  at  length  fell  a  victim  to  a  vio- 
lent fever,  and  "  left  his  bones  on  the  wilderness  range  of  the 
buffaloes."     Pinet  shortly  after  followed  his  comrade. 

Father  Gabriel  Morrest  had  previously  arrived  at  Kaskaskia. 
He  was  a  Jesuit.  He  had  carried  the  emblem  of  his  faith  to  the 
frozen  regions  of  Hudson's  Bay,  and  had  been  taken  prisoner  by 
the  English,  and  upon  his  liberation  returned  to  America,  and 
joined  the  Kaskaskia  Mission.  After  the  deaths  of  Bineteau 
and  Pinet,  he  had  sole  charge  until  joined  by  Father  Mermet 
shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  devotion  and  piety  of  Jlerraet  fully  equalled  those  of  iiis 
cmipaiiion.     He  ha  1  assisted  in  collecting  a  village  of  I.ndians 
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anJ  Canadians,  and  had  thus  founded  the  first  French  port  on 
the  Ohio,  or,  as  the  lower  part  of  the  river  was  then  called,  the 
Wabash.  At  the  Kaskaskia  Mission  his  gentle  virtues  and  fervid 
eloquence  se?m  not  to  have  been  without  their  influence.  "At 
early  dawn  his  pupils  came  to  church  dres.scd  neatly  and 
modestly,  each  in  a  large  deer-skin,  or  iu  a  robe  stitched  together 
from  several  skins.  After  receiving  lessons  they  chanted  canti- 
cles ;  mass  was  then  said  in  presence  of  all  the  Christians  iu  the 
place,  the  French  and  the  converts — the  women  on  one  side  and 
the  men  ou  the  other.  From  prayer  and  instruction  the  mission- 
aries proceed  to  visit  the  sick  and  administer  medicine,  and  their 
skill  as  physicians  did  more  than  all  the  rest  to  win  confidence- 
In  the  afternoon  the  catechism  was  taught  iu  the  presence  of  the 
young  and  the  old,  when  ever)'  one,  without  distinction  of  rank 
or  age,  answered  the  questions  of  the  missionary.  At  evening 
all  would  assemble  at  the  chapel  for  instruction,  for  prayer,  and 
to  chant  the  hymns  of  the  church.  Ou  Sundays  and  festivals, 
even  after  vespers,  a  homily  was  pronounced  ;  at  the  close  of  the 
day  parties  would  meet  in  houses  to  recite  the  chaplet  iu  alter- 
nate choirs,  and  sing  psalms  until  late  at  night.  These  psalms 
were  often  homilies  with  words  set  to  fiimiliar  tunes.  Saturday 
and  Sunday  were  days  appointed  for  confession  and  communion, 
and  every  convert  confessed  once  in  a  fortnight.  The  success  of 
the  mission  w'as  such  that  marriages  of  French  immigrants  were 
sometimes  solemnized  with  the  daugliters  of  the  Illiuois  accord- 
ing to  the  rites  of  the  Catholic  Church.  The  occupation  of  the 
country  was  a  cantonment  of  Europeans  among  the  native  pro- 
prietors of  the  forests  and  the  prairies.*  A  court  of  law  was 
unknown  for  nearly  a  century,  and  up  to  the  time  of  Bjisbriant 
there  was  no  local  government.  The  priests  possessed  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  community,  and  their  authority  happily  settled, 
without  the  tardy  delays  and  vexatious  of  the  courts,  the  minor 
difficulties  which  threatened  the  peace  of  the  settlement.  Of  the 
families  which  formed  part  of  the  French  population  in  the  early 
history  of  Kaskaskia,  there  is  some  uncertainty.  There  is,  how- 
ever, authority  for  believing  that  the  following  were  among  the 
principal  settlers:  Bazyl  La  Chapelle,  Michael  Derouse  (called 
St.  Pierre),  Jean  Baptiste  St.  Gemme  Beauvais,  Baptiste  Mon- 
treal, Boucher  de  Moutbrun,  Charles  Danie,  Francois  Charles- 
ville,  Antoine  Bienvenu,  Louis  Bruyat,  Alexis  Doza,  Joseph 
Paget,  Prix  Pagi,  Michael  Antoyen,  Langlois  De  Lisle,  La 
Derroutte  and  Noval. 

AS    PART   OF    LOUISIANA. 

The  settlements  of  Illiuois  had  been  a  separate  dependency  of 
Canada.  In  1711,  together  with  the  settlements  on  the  Lower 
IMississippi,  which  had  been  founded  by  D'Iberville  and  Bien- 
ville, they  became'united  in  a  single  province  under  the  name  of 
Louisiana,  with  the  capital  at  Mobile. 

The  exclusive  control  of  the  commerce  of  this  region,  whose 
boundless  resources,  it  was  believed,  were  to  enrich  France, 
was  granted  to  Anthony  Crozat,  a  merchant  of  great  wealth. 
"We  permit  him,"  says  the  king  iu  his  letters  patent,  "to 
search,  open,  and  dig  all  mines,  veins,  minerals,  precious  stones 
and  pearls,  and  to  transport  the  proceeds  thereof  into  any  part  of 
France  for  fifteen  years."  La  Motte  Cadillac,  who  had  now 
become  royal  Governor  of  Louisiana,  was  his  partner.     Hopes 


of  obtaining  great  quantities  of  gold  and  silver  animated  the 
proprietors,  as  well  as  agitated  France.  Two  pieces  of  silver 
ore,  left  at  Kaskaskia  by  a  traveler  from  Mexico,  were  exhibited 
to  Cadillac  as  the  produce  of  a  mine  iu  Illinois.  Elated  b}'  this 
prospect  of  wealth,  the  Governor  hurried  up  the  river  to  find 
his  anticipations  fade  away  in  disappointment.  Iron  ore  and  the 
purest  lead  were  discovered  in  large  quantities  i:i  Missouri,  but 
of  gold,  and  silver,  and  precious  stones  not  a  trace  was  found. 
After  Crozat  had  expended  425,000  livres,  anJ  realized  only 
300,000,  he,  in  1717,  petitioned  the  king  for  the  revocation  of 
his  charter.  The  white  population  had  slowly  increased  ;  and 
at  the  time  of  h's  departure  it  was  estimated  that  the  families 
comprising  the  Illinois  settlements,  now  including  those  on  the 
Wabash,  numbered  throe  hundred  and  twenty  souls. 

The  commerce!  of  Louisiana  was  next  transferred  to  the 
Jlississippi  C)mpauy,  instituted  undar  the  auspices  of  the  notori- 
ous John  Law.  The  wild  excitement  and  visionary  schemes 
which  agitated  France  during  Law's  connection  with  the  Corn- 
pan)'  of  the  West,  and  while  at  thD  head  of  the  B.ink  of  France, 
form  the  most  curious  chapter  in  the  annals  of  commercial 
speculations.  These  delusive  dreams  of  wealth  were  based 
mainly  upon  the  reports  of  the  fabulous  riches  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley.  Attempts  to  colonize  the  country  were  conducted  with 
careless  prodigality.  Three  ships  landed  eight  hundred  emi- 
grants in  August,  1718,  near  Mobile,  whence  they  were  to  make 
their  way  overland  to  the  Mississippi.  Bienville,  on  the  banks 
of  that  river,  had  already  selected  the  spot  for  the  Capital  of  the 
new  Empire,  which,  after  the  Regent  of  France,  wa?  named  New 
Orleans.  From  among  the  emigrants,  eighty  convicts  from  the 
prisons  of  France  were  sent  to  clear  away  the  coppices  which 
thickly  studded  the  site.  Three  years  after,  iu  1721,  the  placj 
was  yet  a  wilderness,  overgrown  with  canebrakes,  among  which 
two  hundred  persons  had  encamped. 

Phillip  Renault-  was  created  Director-General  of  the  mines  of 
the  new  country,  and  an  expedition  was  organized  to  work  them. 
Renault  left  France,  in  1719,  with  two  hundred  mechanics  and 
laborers.  Touching  at  San  Domingo,  he  bought  five  hundred 
negro  slaves  for  working  the  mines.  On  reaching  the  Mississippi, 
he  sailed  to  Illinois,  the  region  in  which  gold  and  silver  were 
supposed  to  abound.  A  few  miles  from  Kaskaskia,  in  what  is 
now  the  south-west  corner  of  Monroe  County,  was  the  seat  of  his 
colony.  The  village  which  he  founded  received  the  name  of  St. 
Phillip's.  From  this  point  various  expeditions  were  sent  out  in 
search  of  the  precious  metals.  Drewry's  Creek,  in  Jackson 
County,  was  explored  ;  St.  Mary's,  in  Randolph  ;  Silver  Creek, 
in  Monroe ;  and  various  parts  of  St.  Clair  County,  and  other 
districts  of  Illinois.  On  Silver  Creek,  tradition  has  it  that  con- 
siderable quantities  of  silver  were  discovered  and  sent  to  France^ 
aud  from  this  the  stream  has  its  name.  By  the  retrocession  of 
the  territory  to  the  crown,  Renault  was  left  to  prosecute  the 
business  of  mining  without  means.  His  operations  proved  a 
disastrous  failure. 

FORT    CHAETRES. 

Meanwhile  war  had  sprung  up  between  France  and  Spain, 
aud  to  protect  the  Illinois  settlements  from  incursions  of  Spanish 
cavalry  across  the  Great  Desert,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
establish  a  fort  in  the  neighborhood  of  Kaskaskia.  A  Spanish 
expedition  had,  indeed,  been  fitted  out  at  Santa   Fe,  but  their 
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guides,  leading  it  by  mistake  to  the  Missouri  Indians,  instead  of 
the  Osages,  enemies  instead  of  friends,  tlie  whole  party  was 
massacred,  with  the  exception  of  a  priest  who  escaped  to  relate 
the  fate  of  his  unfortunate  comrades.  Previous  to  this  La  Salle, 
on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  Paris,  had  shown  the  necessity  of 
building  a  chain  of  forts  from  Canada  to  the  Gulf,  in  order  to 
secure  the  territory  to  the  crown  of  France.  In  1720,  Boisbrlant 
was  despatched  to  Illinois.  He  began  the  building  of  Fort 
Chartres,  long  the  strongest  fortre.?s  on  the  Western  Continent, 
and  of  wide  celebrity  in  the  subsequent  history  of  Illinois. 

Fort  Chartres  stood  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
seventeen  miles  north-west  of  Kaskaskia,  and  between  three  and 
four  mile^  from  the  location  of  the  present  village  of  Prairie  du 
Rocher.  The  Company  of  the  West  finally  built  their  ware- 
houses here.  In  1721,  on  the  division  of  Louisiana  into  seven 
district'!,  it  became  the  headquarters  of  Boisbrlant,  the  first  local 
Governor  of  Illinois.  Fort  Chartres  was  the  seat  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Illinois,  not  only  while  the  French  reta"ined  possession 
of  the  country,  but  after  it  passed  under  English  control.  When 
the  fort  was  built,  it  stood  about  one  mile  distant  from  the  river. 
In  the  year  1724  an  inundation  of  the  Mississippi  washed  away 
a  portion  of  bank  in  front  of  the  fort. 

Captain  Philip  Pitman  visited  Illinois  in  176G.  He  was  an 
engineer  in  the  British  army,  and  was  sent  to  Illinois  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  forts,  and  report  the  condition  of  the«countrv, 
which  had  recently  passed  under  British  control.  He  published 
in  London,  in  1770,  a  work  entitled,  "The  present  State  of  the 
European  Settlements  on  the  Mississippi,"  in  which  he  gives  an 
accurate  description  of  Fort  Chartres : 

"Fort  Chartres,  when  it  belonged  t)  Francs,  was  the  seat  of 
the  government  of  the  Illinois.  The  headquarters  of  the  Eng- 
lish commanding  officer  is  now  here,  who,  in  fact,  is  the  arbitrary 
governor  of  the  country.  The  fort  is  an  irregular  quadrangle. 
The  sides  of  the  exterior  polygon  are  four  hundred  and  ninety 
feet.  It  is  built  of  stone,  and  plastered  over,  and  is  only  de- 
signed for  defence  against  the  Indians.  The  walls  are  two  feet 
two  inches  thick,  and  are  pierced  with  loopholes  at*regular  dis- 
tances, and  with  two  portholes  for  cannon  in  the  fades,  and  two 
in  the  flanks  of  each  bastion.  The  ditch  has  never  been  finished. 
The  entrance  to  the  fort  is  through  a  very  handsome  rustic  gate. 
Within  the  walls  is  a  banquette  raised  three  feet,  for  the  men  to 
stand  on  when  they  fire  through  the  loopholes.  The  buildings 
within  the  fort  are,  a  commandant's  and  a  commissary's  house,  the 
magazine  of  stores,  corps  de  garde,  and  two  barracks.  These 
occupy  the  square.  Within  the  gorges  of  the  bastion  are  a 
powder-magazine,  a  bake-house,  and  a  prison,  in  the  floor  of 
which  are  four  dungeons,  and  iu  the  upper,  two  rooms  and  an 
out-house  belonging  to  the  commandant.  The  commandant's 
house  is  thirty-two  yards  long  and  ten  broad,  and  contains  a 
kitchen,  a  dining  room,  a  bed-chamber,  one  small  room,  five 
closets  for  servants,  and  a  cellar.  The  commissary's  house  is 
built  on  the  same  line  as  this,  and  its  proportion  and  the  distri- 
bution of  its  apartments  are  the  same.  Opposite  these  are  the 
store-house,  and  the  guard-house,  each  thirty  yards  long  and 
eight  broad.  The  former  consi.sts  of  two  large  store-rooms, 
(under  which  is  a  large  vaulted  cellar),  a  large  room,  a  bed- 
chamber, and  a  closet  for  the  storekeeper.  The  latter  of  a  sol- 
diers' and  officers'  guard-room,  a  chapel,  a  bed-chamber,  a  closet 
for  the  chaplain,  and  an  artillery  store-room.     The  lines  of  bar- 


racks have  never  been  finished.  They  at  present  consist  of  two 
rooms  each  for  officers,  and  three  for  soldiers.  Thev  are  each 
twenty-five  feet  square,  and  have  betwixt  a  small  passage." 

Such  was  Fort  Chartres,  believed  at  the  time  to  be  the  most 
convenient  and  be.st-built  stronghold  in  North  America!  Just 
before  the  French  surrender,  forty  families  lived  in  the  neighbor- 
ing village,  in  which  stood  a  parish  church,  under  the  care  of  a 
Franciscan  friar,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Anne.  At  the  time  of  the 
surrender  to  the  English,  all,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four 
fiiniilies,  abandoned  their  homes,  and  removed  to  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  preferring  the  government  of  La  Belle  France 
to  the  hated  English  rule,  ignorant  that  by  secret  treaty  the  ter- 
ritory west  of  the  Mississippi  had  Ijeen  ceded  to  Spain,  even  be- 
fore the  transfer  of  the  region  eastward  was  made  to  the 
English. 

But  the  glory  of  the  old  fortress  soon  departed!  In  1756 
nearly  half  a  mile  intervened  between  Fort  Chartres  and  the 
bank  of  the  Mississippi.  A  sand  bar,  however,  was  forming 
opposite,  to  which  the  river  was  fordable.  Ten  years  later  the 
current  had  cut  the  bank  away  to  within  eighty  yards  of  the 
fjrt.  The  sand-bar  had  become  an  island,  covered  with  a  thick 
growth  of  cottonwoods.  The  channel  between  it  and  the  eastern 
bank  was  forty  foet  in  depth.  In  the  great  freshet  six  years 
after,  in  1772,  in  which  the  American  Bottom  was  inundated, 
the  west  walls  and  two  of  the  bastions  were  swept  away  in  the 
flood.  It  was  aban<loned  by  the  British  garrison,  which  took  up 
its  quarters  in  Fort  Gage,  on  the  bluff  opposite  Kaskaskia, 
which  then  became  the  seat  of  government.  From  this  date  its 
demolition  proceeded  rapidly.  In  1820  the  south-east  angle  was 
still  remaining.  Only  vestiges  of  the  old  Fortress  can  now  be 
traced.  Much  of  the  stone  was  carried  away,  and  used  for 
building  purposes  elsewhere.  Trees  of  stately  growth  cover  the 
foundation:.  The  river  has  retreated  to  its  original  channel,  and 
is  now  a  mile  distant  from  the  ruins.  A  growth  of  timber  covers 
the  intervening  land,  where  less  than  a  century  ago  swept  the 
mighty  current  of  the  Father  of  Waters. 

USDEn    FRENCH    KULE. 

During  the  few  years  immediately  succeeding  the  completion 
of  Fort  Chartres,  prosperity  prevailed  in  the  settlements  between 
the  Kaskaskia  and  the  Mississippi  rivers.  Prairie  du  Rocher, 
founded  about  the  year  1722,  received  considerable  accessions  to 
its  population.  Among  the  earliest  French  settlers  to  make 
their  homes  here  were  Etienne  Langlois,  Jean  Baptiste  Blais, 
Jean  Baptiste  Barbeau,  Antoine  Louvier,  and  the  La  Compte 
and  other  families,  whose  descendants  are  still  found  in  that 
locality.  New  settlements  sprang  up,  and  the  older  ones  in- 
crea.sed  in  population.  At  Kaskaskia,  the  Jesuits  established  a 
monastery,  and  founded  a  college.  In  172-5  the  village  became 
an  incorporated  town,  and  the  king,  Louis  XV.,  granted  the  in- 
habitants a  commons.  The  Bottom  land,  extending  upward 
along  the  Mississippi,  unsurpassed  for  the  richness  of  its  soil, 
■was  in  the  process  of  being  rapidly  settled  by  the  larger  number 
of  new  arrivals  in  the  colony.  Fort  Chartres,  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment and  the  headquarters  of  the  commandment  of  Upper 
Louisiana,  attracted  a  wealthy,  and  for  Illinois,  a  fashionable 
population. 

After  having  been  fourteen  years  under  the  >;i)verunicnt  of  the 
AVestern  Company,  in  April,  1732,  the  King  issued  a  proclama- 
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tion  by  which  Louisiaua  was  declared  free  to  all  his  subjects,  and 
all  restrictions  ou  commerce  were  removed.  At  this  time  many 
flourishing  settlements  had  sprung  up  in  Illinois,  centering  about 
Kaskaskia,  and  the  inhabitants  were  said  to  be  more  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  agriculture  than  in  any  other  of  the  French 
settlements  in  the  West. 

M.  D'Artaguette,  in  1732,  became  commandant  of  Fort  Char- 
tres,  and  Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana.  Between  New  Orleans 
and  Kaskaskia  the  country  was  yet  a  wilderness.  Communica- 
tion by  way  of  the  Mississfppi  was  interrupted  by  the  Chicka- 
saws,  allies  of  the  English  and  enemies  of  France,  whoso  cedar 
barks  shooting  boldly  out  into  the  current  of  the  Mississippi, 
cut  off  the  connection  between  the  two  colonies.  It  was  in  an 
attempt  to  subdue  these  that  M.  D'Artaguette,  the  commandant, 
lost  his  life.  An  officer  arrived  at  Fort  Chartrcs  from  M.  Prer- 
ricr,  Governor-General  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  year  1736,  sum- 
moning M.  D'Artaguette,  with  his  French  soldiers,  and  all  the 
Indians  whom  he  could  induce  to  join  him,  to  unite  in  an  expe- 
dition against  the  enemy.  With  an  army  of  fifty  Frenchmen,  aud 
more  than  one  thousand  Indians  accompanied  by  Father  Senat  and 
the  gallant  Vincennes,  commandant  of  the  post  on  the  Wabash, 
where  now  stands  the  city  bearing  his  name,  D'Artaguette  stole 
cautiously  in  the  Chickasaw  country.  His  Indian  allies  were 
impatient,  and  the  commander  consented,  against  his  better 
judgment,  to  an  immediate  attack.  One  fort  was  carried — an- 
other— and  then  in  making  the  assault  on  the  third,  the  young 
and  intrepid  D'Artaguette  fell  at  the  head  of  his  forces,  pierced 
with  wounds.  The  Indian  allies  made  this  reverse  the  signal  for 
their  fiight.  The  Jesuit  Senat  might  have  fled,  Vincennes  might 
have  saved  his  life,  but  both  preferred  to  share  the  fate  of  their 
leader.  The  captives  afterward  met  death  at  the  stake  under 
the  slow  torments  of  fire. 

La  Buissoniere  succeeded  as  commandant  at  Fort  Chartres. 
In  1739  a  second  expedition  was  undertaken  against  the  Chicka- 
saw country.  La  Buissoniere  joined  Bienville,  then  Governor- 
General  of  Louisiana,  with  a  force  of  two  hundred  Frenchmen 
and  three  hundred  Indians.  The  wIkjIc  f  irce  under  Bienville 
was  twelve  hundred  French  and  five  hundred  Indians  and 
negroes.  His  men  suffered  greatly  from  malarial  fevers  and 
famine,  and  returned  the  following  spring  without  conquering  the 
Chickasaws,  with  whom  afterward,  however,  amicable  relations 
wei'e  established. 

The  period  from  1740  to  17-50  was  one  of  great  prosperity  for 
the  colonies.  Cotton  was  introduced  and  cultivated.  Regular 
cargoes  of  pork,  flour,  bacon,  tallow,  hides  and  leather,  were 
floated  down  the  Mississippi,  and  exported  tlience  to  France. 
French  emigrants  poured  rapidly  into  the  settlements.  Cana- 
dians exchanged  the  cold  rigors  of  their  climate  for  the  .sunny 
atmosphere  and  rich  soil  of  the  new  country.  Peace  and  plenty 
blessed  the  settlements. 

La  Buissoniere  was  followed,  in  1750,  by  Chevalier  IMacarty 
as  Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  and  Commandant  of  Fort 
Chartres.  Peace  was  soon  to  be  broken.  The  French  and 
English  war,  which  terminated  in  1759  with  the  defeat  of  !Mont- 
calm  on  the  plains  of  Abraham,  and  the  capture  of  Quebec, 
began  with  a  struggle  for  the  territory  on  the  LTjiper  Ohio.  Fort 
Chartres  was  the  depot  of  supplies  and  the  place  of  rendezvous 
for  the  united  forces  of  Louisiana,  and  several  expeditions  were 
fitted  out  and  dispatched  to  the  scene  of  conflict  on   the  border 


between  the  French  and  English  settlements.  But  France  was 
vanquished  in  the  struggle,  and  its  result  deprived  her  of  her 
princely  possessions  east  of  the  JMississippi. 

CHARACTER    OF    THE    EARLY    FRENCH    SETTLERS. 

The  early  French  inhabitants  were  well  adapted  by  their  pe- 
culiar traits  of  character  for  intercourse  with  their  savage  neigh- 
bors of  the  forest,  with  whom  they  lived  on  terms  of  peace  and 
friendship.  For  this  reason,  the  French  colonists  almost  entirely 
escaped  the  Indian  hostilities  by  which  the  English  settlements 
were  repressed  and  weakened.  The  freest  communication  ex- 
isted between  the  two  races.  They  stood  on  a  footing  of  equal- 
ity. The  Indian  was  cordially  received  in  the  French  village^ 
and  the  Frenchman  found  a  safe  resting-place  in  the  lodge  of 
the  savage.  In  scenes  of  social  pleasure,  in  expeditions  to  remote 
rivers  and  distant  forests,  in  the  ceremonies  aud  exercises  of  the 
church,  the  red  men  were  treated  as  brothers,  and  the  accident  of 
race  and  color  was  made  as  little  a  mark  of  distinction  as  pos- 
sible. Frequent  intermarriages  of  the  French  with  the  Indians 
strongly  cemented  this  union.  For  nearly  a  hundred  years  the 
French  colonists  enjoyed  continual  peace,  while  the  English  set- 
tlements on  the  Atlantic  coast  were  in  a  state  of  almost  constant 
danger  from  savage  depredations. 

It  was  doubtless  greatly  owing  to  the  peculiar  facility  with 
which  the  French  temperament  adapted  itself  to  surroundings^ 
and  the  natural  address  with  which  Frenchmen  ingratiated 
themselves  in  the  favor  of  the  savages,  that  this  happy  condition 
of  affairs  existed.  But  something  must  be  ascribed  to  the  differ- 
ence of  character  between  the  French  and  English  in  regard  to 
their  aggressiveness.  The  English  colonists  excited  the  jealousy 
and  fear  of  the  Indians  by  their  rapid  occupation  of  the  country. 
New  settlements  were  constantly  being  projected,  aud  the  white 
population  pushed  farther  and  farther  into  the  wilderness. 
When  the  Indians  saw  their  favorite  haunts  broken  up,  and  their 
hunting  grounds  invaded,  a  natural  feeling  of  distrust  and  jeal- 
ousy led  them  to  warfare  agaiust  the  English.  With  the  French 
it  was  different.  There  was  but  little  disposition  to  found  new 
settlements,  or  occupy  the  wilderness.  They  were  essentially  a 
social  people,  and  the  solitary  life  of  a  pioneer  iu  the  forest  was 
repugnant  to^their  disposition.  They  lived  in  compact  villages. 
Their  houses  were  in  close  proximity.  With  abundant  room  for 
spacious  .streets,  they  yet  made  them  so  narrow  that  the  merry 
villagers  could  converse  with  ease  across  the  street,  each  from 
his  own  cottage.  Hunting  was  a  favorite  pursuit,  and  the  chief 
means  of  support.  With  this  mode  of  life  the  French  were  con- 
tent. Ambition  failed  to  incite  them  to  conquer  the  wilderness, 
and  push  their  settlements  to  unknown  regions,  and  avarice  was 
wanting  to  lead  them  to  grasp  after  great  possessions.  The  de- 
velopment of  the  "territorial  paradise,"  as  La  Salle  had  called 
the  region  through  which  he  passed  on  his  first  voyage  down  the 
Mississippi,  was  to  be  accompli-shcd  by  another  race. 

A    rdSSES-ION    OF    CREAT    BRIT.\IN'. 

By  the  treaty  of  Fountainbleau,  1762,  the  vast  possessions  of 
France,  east  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  the  island 
of  New  Orleans,  passed  under  British  control.  Foi-t  Chartres 
and  the  other  Illinois  posts  were  surrounded  by  an  impenetrable 
barrier  of  hostile  savages,  friends  to  the  French  and  enemies  to 
the  Encrlish,  and  the  French   officers  were  authorized  to   retain 
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command  until  it  was  found  possible  for  the  English  to  take  pos- 
session. M.  Neyon  do  Villiers  was  commandant  of  Fort  Char- 
tres,  and  upon  his  retiring  in  17G4,  St.  Ange  d'Bollerive  took 
upon  himself  the  duties  of  that  position.  It  was  the  time  of 
Pontiac's  conspiracy,  when  the  Indian  tribes,  inflamed  by  the 
savage  spirit  of  that  warrior,  were  precipitating  themselves  on 
the  English  settlements  from  Canada  to  Carolina.  The  French 
commandant  of  Fort  Chartres  was  besieged  for  arms  and  am- 
munition to  be  used  against  the  English  The  French  flag  was 
still  flying  over  the  Fort,  and  the  fact  of  the  territory  having 
been  ceded  to  Great  Britain  was  not  generally  known  except  to 
those  in  authority.  The  commandant  was  visited  by  cmba.ssios 
from  the  Illinois,  the  Delawares,  Shawnees  and  Miamis,  and 
finally  Pontiac  himself,  at  the  head  of  four  hundred  warriors, 
entered  the  council  hall.  St.  Ange  d'Belierive,  unable  to  fur- 
nish arms,  offered  instead  his  good  will.  The  reply  was  received 
with  dissatisfaction.  The  Indians  pitched  tiieir  lodges  about  the 
Fort,  and  for  a  time  an  attack  was  seriously  apprehended. 
Finally  Pontiac  dispatched  a  chosen  band  of  warriors  to  New 
Orleans  to  obtain  from  the  Governor  there  the  assistance  St. 
Ange  refused  to  grant. 

Pontiac  was  killed  a  few  j'ears  after.  Disappointed  by  the 
failure  of  his  plans  against  the  English,  he  retired  to  the  solitude 
of  the  forests.  In  the  year  17(i9,  he  suddenly  made  his  appear- 
ance in  the  neigiiborhood  of  St.  Louis.  Arrayed  in  the  French 
uniform  given  him  by  the  Marquis  JMontcaIra  a  short  time  pre- 
vious to  the  latter's  death  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  he  visited  St. 
Ange  d'Belierive,  who  at  that  time  had  removed  from  Fort 
Chartres  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  had  become  one  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  and  commandant  of  the  Spanish  garrison.  While  at 
St.  Louis,  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  to  attend  a  .social  gatiier- 
ing  of  Indians  at  Cahokia.  Becoming  intoxicated  he  started  to 
the  neighboring  woods,  when  an  Indian  of  the  Kaskaskia  tribe, 
bribed  by  an  English  trader  with  a  barrel  of  whiskey,  stole  up 
behind  him  and  buried  a  tomahawk  in  the  brain  of  the  renowned 
warrior.  St.  Ange  procured  the  body,  aud  buried  it  with  all  the 
honors  of  war  near  the  fort  under  his  command  in  St.  Louis. 
The  tramp  of  a  great  city  now  sweeps  over  his  grave. 

Two  attempts,  on  the  part  of  the  English,  to  take  possession  of 
Illinois  and  Fort  Chartres,  had  been  made  by  way  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, but  hostile  Indians  on  the  banks  of  the  river  had  driven 
back  the  expeditions.  Meantime  a  hundred  Highlanders  of  the 
Forty-second  Regiment,  those  veterans  "  whose  battle  cr}'  had 
echoed  over  the  bloodiest  fields  of  America,"  had  left  Fort  Pitt, 
now  Pittsburg,  and  descending  the  Ohio,  appeared  before  Fort 
Chartres  while  the  forests  were  yet  rich  with  the  varied  hues  of 
autumn.  St.  Ange  yielded  up  the  citadel.  It  was  on  the  tenth 
day  of  October,  1765,  that  the  ensign  of  France  on  the  ram- 
parts of  the  Fort  gave  place  to  the  flag  of  Great  Britain.  Kas- 
kaskia had  now  been  founded  more  than  three-fourths  of  a 
century. 

On  the  surrender  of  Fort  Chartres,  St.  Ange  with  his  garrison 
of  twenty-one  soldiers  retired  from  the  countrv,  and  became 
commandant  at  St.  Louis,  an  infant  settlement  just  founded.  A 
large  number  of  the  Fx'ench  residents  of  Kaskaskia  and  other  set- 
tlements refused  to  live  under  English  rule.  Many  of  the  wealth- 
iest families  left  the  country  ;  some  removed  across  the  Mississip- 
pi, to  the  small  village  of  Ste.  Genevieve,  under  the  impression 
that  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  they  would  still  find  a 


home  under  the  government  of  France,  while  in  truth  that  ter- 
ritory had  been  ceded  to  Spain  by  a  secret  treaty  in  17C2. 
Others  joined  in  founding  the  city  of  St.  Loui.s.  The  French 
settlements  in  Illinois,  at  a  period  immediately  preceding  this 
date,  were  at  the  zenith  of  their  prosperity.  From  that  day  the 
French  inhabitants  have  declined  in  numliers  and  influence.  In 
176.5,  the  population  of  the  Illinois  settlements  was  computed  as 
follows:  White  men  able  to  bear  arms,  seven  hundred;  white 
women,  five  hundred  ;  white  children,  eight  hun<lred  and  fifty  ; 
negroes,  nine  hundred  ;  total,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty.  One-third  of  the  whites,  and  a  still  larger  proportion  of 
the  blacks,  removed  on  the  British  taking  pcsscssion.  A  popu- 
lation of  less  than  two  thousand  remained.  Few  English,  or 
Americans,  with  the  exception  of  the  British  troop<,  were  in  tiie 
country. 

Captain  Stirling,  who  now  had  command  of  the  Fort,  issued  a 
jiroelaraation  guaranteeing  the  inhabitants  the  liberty  of  the 
Catholic  faith,  permission  to  retire  from  the  country,  aud  enjoy- 
ment of  their  full  rights  and  privileges,  only  requiring  an  oath 
of  fidelity  and  obedience  to  His  Majesty,  the  English  King. 
Cai)tain  Stirling  died  some  three  months  after  his  arrival.  In 
the  period  tiiat  elapsed  before  the  coming  of  his  successor,  St. 
Ange  d'Belierive  returned  from  St.  Louis,  and  discharged  the 
duties  of  connnandant.  Major  Frazier,  from  Fort  Pitt,  exercised 
for  a  time  an  arbitrary  power,  and  his  successor,  Col.  Reed, 
proved  still  worse.  He  held  the  office  eighteen  months,  and 
during  that  time  aroused  the  hatred  of  the  settlements  by  his 
oppressive  measures.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilkins  assumed  com- 
mand in  1708. 

Captain  Pitman,  to  whose  book  on  "  The  Present  State  of  the 
European  Settlements  on  the  Mississijipi  "  reference  has  already 
been  made,  gives  the  following  description  of  Kaskaskia,  as  it 
appeared  \n  1766  : 

The  viUage  of  Notre  Dame  de  Cascasquias  is  by  fiir  the  most 
considerable  settlement  in  the  country  of  the  Illinois,  as  well 
from  its  number  of  inhabitants  as  from  its  advantageous  situa- 
tion. 

"  Mons.  Paget  was  the  first  who  introduced  water  mills  in  this 
country,  and  he  constructed  a  very  fine  one  on  the  river  Cascas- 
quias, which  was  both  for  grinding  corn  and  sawing  boards.  It 
lies  about  one  mile  from  the  village.  The  mill  proved  fatal  to 
him,  being  killed  as  he  was  working  it,  with  two  negroes,  by  a 
party  of  Cherokees,  in  the  year  1764. 

"  The  principal  buildings  are  the  church  and  the  Jesuits' 
house,  which  has  a  small  chapel  adjoining  it;  these,  as  well  as 
some  of  the  other  houses  in  the  village,  are  built  of  stone,  and, 
considering  this  part  of  the  world,  make  a  very  good  appearance. 
The  Jesuits'  plantation  consisted  of  240  arpents  (an  arpeut  is 
85-100  of  an  acre)  of  cultivated  land,  a  very  good  stock  of  cat- 
tle, and  a  brewery  which  was  sold  by  the  French  commandant, 
after  the  country  was  ceded  to  the  English,  for  the  crown,  in 
consequence  of  the  suppression  of  the  order. 

"  Mons.  Bcanvais  was  the  purchaser,  who  is  the  richest  of  the 
English  subjects  in  this  country;  he  keeps  eighty  slaves;  he 
furnishes  86,000  weight  of  flour  to  the  King's  magazine,  which 
was  only  part  of  the  harvest  he  reaped  in  one  year.  Sixty  five 
families  reside  in  this  village,  besides  merchants,  other  casual 
people,  and  slaves.  The  fi)rt  which  was  burnt  down  in  Octf>ber, 
1766,  stood  on  the  summit  of  a  high  rock  opposite  the  village 
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and  oil  Uie  opposite  side  of  the  river.  It  was  an  oblong  quad- 
raiiLcks  of  which  the  extreme  polygon  measnred  290  by  251  feet. 
Jt  was  built  of  very  thick  square  timber,  and  dove-tailed  at  the 
angles.  An  officer  and  twenty  soldiers  are  quartered  in  the  vil- 
lage. The  officer  governs  the  inhabitants  under  the  direction  of 
the  cnmniandant  at  Fort  C'hartres.  Here  are  also  two  companies 
of  militia." 

Of  Prairie  ilu  Uoclier,  Pitman  w  rites  that  ''  it  is  a  small  village, 
consisting  of  twenty-two  dwelling-houses,  all  of  which  are  inhab- 
ited by  as  many  families.  Here  is  a  little  chapel,  formerly  a 
chapel  of  ease  to  the  church  at  Fort  Chartres.  The  inhabitants 
are  very  industrious,  and  raise  a  great  deal  of  corn  and  every 
kind  of  stock.  The  village  is  two  miles  from  Fort  Chartres.  It 
takes  its  name  from  its  situ.ation,  being  built  under  a  rock  that 
runs  parallel  with  the  Mississippi  river  at  a  league  distance,  for 
forty  miles  up.  Here  is  a  company  of  militia,  the  captain  of 
which  regulates  the  police  of  the  village." 

In  describing  the  distance  from  Fort  Chartres,  the  author, 
doubtless,  refers  to  Little  Village,  -which  was  a  mile  or  more 
nearer  than  Prairie  du  Roclier.  The  writer  goes  on  to  describe 
"Saint  Philippe"  as  a  "small  village  about  iive  miles  from  Fort 
Chartres  on  the  road  to  Kaoquias.  There  are  about  sixteen 
houses  and  a  small  church  standing  ;  all  of  the  inhabitants, 
except  the  captain  of  the  militia,  deserted  in  17G5,  and  -went  to 
the  French  side  (Jlissouri.)  The  captain  of  the  militia  has 
about  twenty  slaves,  a  good  stock  of  cattle,  and  a  water  mill  f  >r 
corn  and  planks.  The  village  stands  on  a  very  fine  meadow 
about  one  mile  from  the  Mississippi. 

From  the  same  authority  we  learn  that  the  soil  of  the  country 
is  in  general  rich  and  luxuriant.  It  was  favorably  adapted  to 
the  production  of  all  kinds  of  European  grains,  which  grew  side 
by  side  with  hops,  hemp,  flax,  cotton  and  tobacco.  European 
fruits  arrived  to  great  perfection.  Of  the  wild  grapes  a  wine 
was  made,  very  inebriating,  and  in  cdlur  and  taste  much  like 
the  red  wine  of  Provence.  In  the  lute  wars,  New  Orleans  and 
the  lower  parts  of  Louisiana  were  supplied  with  flour,  beef, 
wines,  hams,  and  other  provisions,  from  this  country.  At  pre- 
sent, its  commerce  is  mostly  confined  to  the  peltry  and  furs 
which  arc  got  in  traffic  from  the  Indians;  f  n-  which  arc  received 
in  turn  such  European  eomniddities  as  are  necessary  to  carry  on 
that  commerce  and  the  supjiurt  of  its  inliabitants." 

COXyUIvST    BY    ('LAIIlvE. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the  Eevolution,  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  British  garrison  (removed  in  1772  from  Fort 
Chartres  to  Fort  Gage,  opposite  Kaskaskia,)  had  been  with- 
drawn. Illinois  was  remote  from  the  theatre  of  action,  and  the  : 
colonists  were  little  disturbed  by  the  rumors  of  war  which  came 
from  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  French  inhabitants  were  rather  in 
sympathy  with  the  Americans  than  the  English,  but  probably 
understood  little  the  nature  of  the  struggle.  Illinois  belonged 
to  the  jurisdietiou  of  Virginia.  George  Rogers  Clarke,  who 
visited  Kentucky  in  1775,  seems  to  have  been  the  first  to  com- 
prehend the  advantages  which  would  result  from  the  occupation 
of  Illinois  by  the  Americans.  He  visited  Virginia,  where  he 
laid  his  plans  before  Patrick  Henry,  the  Governor  of  the  State. 
Clarke  received  his  instructions,  January,  1778,  and  the  follow- 
ing month  set  out  fir  Pittsburg.  His  instructions  were  to  raise 
seven  companies  of  men,  but  he  could  only  succeed   in  enlisting 


four,  commanded   by  Captains   Montgomery,  Bowman,  Helm, 
and  Harrod.     On  Corn  Island,  opposite  Louisville,  on  the  Ohio, 
,    Clarke  announced  his  destination  to  the  men.     At  the  mouth  of 
I    the  Tennessee,  a  man  named  John  Dutf  was  encountered,  with  a 
jiarty  of  hunters,  who  had  recently  visited  Kaskaskia,  and  also 
brought  the  intelligence  that  one  Rocheblave,  a  French  Cana- 
dian, was  in  command  at  that  point,  that  he  kept  the  militia  well 
drilled,  and  that  sentinels  were  posted  to  watch  for  the  "  Long 
Knives,"  as  the  Virginians  were  called,  of  whom  the  inhabitants 
were  in   terror.     Securing   his   boats    near  Fort   Massacre   (or 
Massac,_)  Clarke  undertook  the  journey  across  the  couutrv,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles,  to  Kaskaskia.     It  was  accomplished 
with  difficulty.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  fourth  of  July,  1778, 
the  exhausted  band  of  invaders  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Kaskas- 
kia, and  concealed  themselves  in  the  hills  to  the  east  of  the  town- 
A''ter  dark  Clarke  proceeded  to  the  old  ferry-house,  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  above  the  village,  and  at  midnight  addressed  his  troops 
on   the  banks  of  the  river.     He  divided  his  force  into  three 
parties.     Two  were  to  cross  to  the  west  side  of  the   river,  and 
enter  the  town  from  diffi>rcnt  quarters.     The  third,  under  the 
direction  of  Clarke  himself,  was  to  capture  the  fort  on  the  cast 
side.     Kaskaskia  at  that  time  was  a  village  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  houses.     The  British   commander  last  in   charge 
bad  instilled  in  the  minds  of  tha  people  tin  impression  that  the 
Virginians,  otherwise  the  "Long  Knives,"  were  a  ferocious  baud 
of  murderers,  plundering  houses,  slaughtering  women  and  chiU 
dren,  and    committing   acts   of  the  greatest  atrocity.      Clarke 
determined  to  take  advantage  of  this,  and  so  surprise  the   in- 
habitants by  fear  as  to  induce  them  to  submit  without  resistance. 
Clarke  effected  an  entrance  to   the  fort  without   difficulty.     The 
other  parties  at  a  given  signal  entered  Kaskaskia  at  the  opposite 
extremities,  and  with  terrible  outcries  and  hideous  noises,  aroused 
the   terrified   inhabitants,  who  shrieked  ia  their   alarm,  "  The 
Long   Knives!"    "The   Long   Knives   arc   here!"     The  panic- 
ftrickeu  townsmen  delivered  up  their  arms,  and  the  victory  was 
accomplished  without  the  shedding  of  a  drop  of  blood.     M. 
Iloclicblave,  tlie  British   commandant,  was  unconscious  of  tlie 
presence  of  tlia  enemy,  till  an  officer  of  the  detachment  entered 
his  bed-chamber,  and  claimed  him  as  a  prisoner.     In  accordance 
with  his  original  plan  of  conquering  the   inhabitants  by  terror, 
and  then  afterward  winning  their  regard  and  gratitude  by  his 
clemency,  Clarke,  the  next  day,  withdrew  his  forces  from  the 
town,  and  sternly  forbade  all  communication  between  it  and  his 
soldiers.     Some  of  the  principal  militia  oflicers,  citizens  of  the 
town,  were  next  put  in  irons.    The  terror  now  reached  its  height. 
The  priest,  and  a  deputation   of  five  or  sis  elderly  men  of  the 
village,  called   on  Clarke,  and   humbly  requested  permission  to 
assemble  in  the  church,  to  take  leave  of  each  other  and  com- 
mend their  future  lives  to  the  protection   of  a  merciful  God, 
since  they  expected   to   bo   separated,   perhaps   never   to  meet 
again.    Clarke  gruftly  granted  the  privilege.    The  whole  jjopula- 
tion  convened  at  the  church,  and  after  remaining  together  a  long 
time,  the  priest  and  a  few  others  again  waited  upon  the  com- 
mander   of   the   American   forces,  presenting   thanks   for   the 
j)rivilege   they  had  enjoyed,  and   desiring   to   know  what   fate 
awaited  them. 

Clarke  now  determined  to  lift  them  from  their  despair,  and 
win  their  gratitude  b}'  a  show  of  mercy.  "AVhat!"said  he; 
"  do  you   take   us   for  savages?     Do  you   think  Americans  will 
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strip  women  and  cliiklrcn,  and  take  bread  from  their  moutlis  ? 
My  countrymen  disdain  to  make  war  on  helpless  innocents." 
Ho  further  reminded  them  that  the  King  of  France,  their 
former  ruler,  was  an  ally  of  the  Americans,  and  now  fighting 
their  cause.  He  told  them  to  embrace  the  side  they  deemed 
best,  and  they  should  be  respected  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty  and  the  rights  of  property. 

The  revulsion  of  feeling  was  complete.  The  good  news  spread 
throughout  the  village.  The  church-bell  rang  a  merry  peal,  and 
the  delighted  inhabitants  gathered  at  the  chajiel,  where  thanks 
were  offered  to  God  for  their  happy  and  unexpected  deliverance- 
The  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  was  assured,  and  ever  after  they 
remained  faithful  to  the  American  cause.  The  French  inhabi- 
tants of  Kaskaskia  were  readily  reconciled  to  a  change  of  gov- 
ernment. In  October,  1778,  the  Virginia  Assembly  erected  the 
conquered  territory  into  the  County  of  Illinois.  This  County 
embraced  all  the  region  north-west  of  the  Ohio,  and  five  large 
states  have  since  been  formed  from  it.  Colonel  Clarke  was 
appointed  military  commander  of  all  the  western  territory  north 
and  south  of  the  Ohio,  and  Colonel  John  Todd,  one  of  Clarke's 
soldiers,  who  next  to  Clarke  had  been  the  first  man  to  enter  Fort 
Gage,  was  appointed  lieutenant-commandant  of  Illinois.  In  the 
spring  of  1779,  Colonel  Todd  visited  Kaskaskia,  and  made 
arrangements  for  the  organization  of  a  temporary  government. 
Many  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  Kaskaskia,  Prairie  du 
Rocher,  and  the  other  settlements,  readily  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  Virginia.  Colonel  Todd  was  killed  at  the  famous 
battle  of  Blue  Licks,  in  Kentucky,  August,  1782,  and  Timothy 
de  Montbrun,  a  Frenchman,  succeeded  him  as  cnnimandant  of 
Illinois  County.     Of  his  administration  but  little  is  known. 

LAND   TENURES. 

The  early  French  settlers  held  the  possession  of  their  land  in 
common.  A  tract  of  land  was  fixed  upon  for  a  Common  Field, 
in  which  all  the  inhabitants  were  interested. 

Besides  the  Common  Field,  another  tract  of  land  was  laid  off 
as  the  Commons.  All  the  villagers  had  free  access  to  this  as  a 
place  of  pasturage  for  their  stock.  From  this  they  also  drew 
their  supply  of  fuel. 

Individual  grants  were  likewise  made.  Under  the  French 
system,  the  lands  were  granted  without  any  equivalent  considera- 
tion in  the  way  of  money,  the  individuals  satisfying  the  authori- 
ties that  the  lands  were  wanted  for  actual  settlement,  or  for  a 
purpose  likely  to  benefit  the  community.  The  first  grant  of 
land,  which  is  preserved,  is  that  made  to  Charles  Danie,  May 
10th,  1722.  The  French  grants  at  Kaskaskia  extended  from 
river  to  river,  and  at  other  places  in  the  Bottom  the}'  commonly 
extended  from  the  river  to  the  bluff.  Grants  of  land  were  made 
for  almost  all  the  American  Bottom,  from  the  upper  limits  of 
the  Common  lield  of  St.  Phillip's  to  the  lower  line  of  the  Kas- 
kaskia Common  Field,  a  distance  of  nearly  thirty  miles. 

The  British  conuiiaudants,  who  assumed  the  government  or. 
the  cession  of  the  territory  by  Fi-ancc,  exercised  the  privilege  of 
making  grants,  subject  to  the  approval  of  his  JMajesty,  the  King. 
Colonel  Wilkins  granted  to  some  merchants  of  Philadelphia  a 
magnificent  domain  of  thirty  thousand  acres  lying  between  the 
village  of  Kaskaskia  and  Prairie  du  Kocher,  much  of  it  already 
covered  by  French  grants  previously  made.  For  the  better  car- 
rying  out   their   plans,  the   British    officers,  and  perhaps  their 


grantees,  destroyed,  to  some  extent,  the  records  of  the  ancient 
French  grants  at  Kaskaskia,  by  which  the  regular  claim  of  titles 
and  conveyances  was  partly  broken.  This  British  grant  of  thirty 
thousand  acres,  which  had  been  assigned  to  John  Edgar,  was 
afterward  patented  b)'  Governor  St.  Clair  to  Edgar  and  John 
Murray  St.  Clair,  the  Governor's  sou,  to  whom  Edgar  had  ))re- 
viously  conveyed  a  moiety  by  deed  Although  much  fault  was 
found  with  the  transaction,  a  confirmation  of  the  grant  was 
secured  from  the  Uniteil  States  government. 

When  Virginia  ceded  Illinois,  it  was  stipulated  that  tin 
Fjench  and  Canadian  inhabitants,  and  other  settlers,  who  had 
professed  allegiance  to  Virginia,  should  have  their  titles  con- 
firmed to  them.  Congress  afterwards  authorized  the  Governor 
to  confirm  the  possessions  and  titles  of  the  French  to  their  lands. 
In  accordance  with  this  agreement,  Governor  St.  Clair,  in  1790, 
issued  a  proclamation  directing  the  inhabitants  to  exhibit  their 
titles  and  claims  to  the  lands  which  the}'  held,  in  order  to  be 
confirmed  in  their  possession.  Where  the  instruments  were 
found  to  be  authentic,  orders  of  survey  were  issued,  the  ex[)ense 
of  which  was  borne  by  the  parties  who  claimed  ownership.  The 
French  inhabitants  were  in  such  poverty  at  this  time  that  they 
were  really  unable  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  surveys,  and  a 
memorial  signed  by  P.  G,ibault,  the  priest  at  Kaskaskia,  and 
eighty-seven  others,  was  presented  to  Governor  St.  Clair,  praying 
him  to  petition  Congress  for  relief  in  the  matter.  In  1791, 
Congress  directed  that  four  hundred  acres  of  land  should  be 
granted  to  the  head  of  every  family  which  had  made  improve- 
ments in  Illinois  prior  to  the  year  1788.  Before  this,  in  1788, 
Congress  had  also  directed  that  a  donation  be  given  to  each  of 
the  families  then  living  at  either  of  the  villages  of  Kaska.-kia, 
Prairie  du  Rocher,  Cahokia,  Fort  Chartres,  or  St.  Phillips. 
The.se  were  known  as  "  bead-right  "  claims. 

At  an  early  date,  speculation  became  active  in  the  land 
claims  of  different  kinds ;  bead-rights,  improvement  rights,  mili- 
tia rights,  and  fraudulent  claims  were  produced  in  great  num- 
bers. The  French  claims  were  partly  unconfirmed,  owing  to  the 
poverty  of  that  people,  and  these  were  forced  on  the  market 
with  the  others.  The  official  report  of  the  commissioners  at 
Kaskaskia,  made  in  1810,  shows  that  eight  hundred  and  ninety 
land  claims  were  rejected  as  being  illegal  or  frauilulent.  Three 
hundred  and  seventy  were  reported  as  being  supported  by  per- 
jury, and  a  considerable  number  were  forged.  There  are  fourteen 
names  given  of  persons,  both  English  and  French,  who  made  it 
a  regular  business  to  furnish  sworn  certificates,  professing  au 
intimate  knowledge,  in  every  case,  of  the  settlers  who  had  made 
certain  improvements  upon  which  claims  were  predicated  and 
when  and  where  they  were  located.  A  Frenchman,  clerk  of  the 
parish  of  Prairie  du  Rocher,  "  without  property  and  fond  of 
liquor,"  after  having  given  some  two  hundred  depositions  in 
favor  of  three  land  claimant  speculators,  "  was  induced,"  in  the 
language  of  the  rejiort,  "  either  by  compensation,  fear,  or  the 
impossibility  of  obtaining  ab.?olution  on  any  other  terms,  to  de- 
clare on  oath  that  the  said  dei)ositions  were  false,  and  that  in 
giving  them  he  liad  a  regard  for  something  beyond  the  truth." 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  raised  many  doubts  in  regard 
to  the  validity  and  propriety  of  a  number  of  confirmations  by 
the  Governors,  and  much  dissati-sfiietion  among  the  claimants ; 
and  in  consequence.  Congress,  in  1S12,  passed  an  act  for  the 
revision  of  these  land  claims  in   the  Kaskaskia  district.     The 


28 


HISTORY    OF    CHRISTIAN    COUNTY,    ILLINOIS. 


commissioners  under  this  law  were  jMieliael  Jones,  John  Cald- 
well and  Thomas  8I00.  Faets  damaging;  to  persons  who  occu- 
]iied  ]i(isitions  of  high  respectability  in  the  community,  were 
disclosed.  They  reported  that  the  English  claim  of  thirty  thou- 
sand acres  confirmed  l)y  Governor  St.  Clair  to  John  Edgar  and 
the  Governor's  son,  John  Murray  St.  Clair,  was  founded  in 
neither  law  nor  equity,  that  the  patent  was  issued  after  the 
Governor's  power  ceased  to  exist,  and  the  claim  ought  not  to  be 
contirmeil.     Congress,  however,  confirmed  it. 

For  a  period  of  several  years,  emigration  was  considerably 
retarded  by  the  delay  in  adjusting  laud  titles.  The  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  in  1813,  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  set- 
tlers, was  influential  in  bringing  the  public  lands  into  market. 
Emigrants  poured  into  the  country,  and  improvements  were 
rapidly  made. 

CIVIL   ORGANIZATION. 

The  history  of  Illinois  has  been  traced  while  a  possession  of 
France,  and  when  under  the  British  government ;  and  the  for- 
mation of  Illinois  as  a  County  of  Virginia  has  been  noted.  The 
several  States  afterwards  agreed,  on  the  adoption  of  "the  Articles 
of  the  Confederation,  to  cede  their  claims  to  the  western  land  to 
the  General  government.  Virginia  executed  her  deed  of  cession 
Jlarch  1st,  1784.  For  several  years  after,  there  was  an  imper- 
fect administration  of  the  law  in  Illinois.  The  French  customs 
partly  held  force,  and  affairs  were  partly  governed  by  the  pro- 
mulgations of  the  British  commandants  issued  from  Fort  Char- 
trcs,  and  by  the  regulations  which  had  subsccjuently  been  issued 
by  the  Virginia  authorities. 

By  the  ordinance  of  1787,  all  the  territory  north-west  of  the 
Ohio  not  constituted  into  one  district,  the  laws  to  be  administered 
by  a  governor  and  secretary,  a  court  was  instituted  of  three 
judges.  A  general  assembly  was  provided  for,  the  members  to 
be  chosen  by  the  people.  General  Arthur  St.  Clair  was  selected 
by  Congress,  as  Governor  of  the  north-western  territory.  The 
seat  of  government  was  at  Marietta,  Ohio. 

In  the  year  1793,  Governor  St.  Clair  divided  St.  Clair  County. 
All  south  of  a  line  running  through  the  New  Design  settlement 
(in  the  present  County  of  iMonroe)  was  erected  into  the  County 
of  Randolph.  In  honor  of  Edmund  Randolph  of  Virginia,  the 
new  county  received  its  name. 

Shadrach  Bond,  afterward  the  first  Governor,  was  elected  from 
Illinois,  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  which  convened 
at  Cincinnati,  in  January,  1799.  In  1800  the  Territory  of  In- 
diana was  formed,  of  which  Illinois  constituted  a  part,  -with  the 
seat  of  government  at  Vincennes.  About  180G,  among  other 
places  in  the  West,  Aaron  Burr  visited  Kaskaskia  in  an  en- 
deavor to  enlist  men  for  his  treasonable  scheme  against  the 
government.  In  1805,  George  Fisher  was  elected  from  Ran- 
dolph County  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  and 
Pierre  Menard  was  chosen  member  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

By  act  of  Congress,  1809,  the  Territory  of  Illinois  was  con- 
stituted. Ninian  Edwards  was  appointed  Governor  of  the  newly 
organized  Territory,  and  the  seat  of  government  established  at 
Kaskaskia.  Nathaniel  Pope,  a  relative  of  Edwards,  received 
the  appointment  of  Secretary. 

For  nearly  four  years  after  the  organization  of  the  Territorial 
Government  no  legislature  existed  in  Illinois.  All  electidu  for 
representatives  was   held   on   the   eighth,   ninth,  and   tenth   of 


October,  1812.  Shadrach  Bond,  then  a  resident  of  St.  Clair 
County,  was  elected  the  first  Delegate  to  Congress  from  Illinois. 
Pierre  Menard  was  chosen  from  Randolph  County  member  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  and  Georg3  Fisher  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  The  Legislature  convened  at  Kaskaskia  on 
the  twenty-fifth  of  November,  1812. 

In  April,  1818,  a  bill  providing  for  the  admission  of  Illinois 
int(}  the  LTnion  as  a  sovereign  State  was  passed  by  Congress.  A 
Convention  to  frame  a  Constitution  assembled  at  Kaskaskia  in 
the  following  July.  The  first  election  under  the  Constitution 
was  held  in  September,  1818,  and  Shadrach  Bond  was  elected 
Governor,  and  Pierre  Menard,  Lieutenant  Governor.  Illinois 
^vas  now  declared  by  Congress  admitted  to  the  Union  as  on  equal 
footing  in  all  respects  with  the  original  States.  The  Legislature 
again  met  at  Kaskaskia  in  January,  1819.  This  was  the  last 
session  ever  held  at  Kaskaskia.  Vaudalia,  the  same  year,  was 
selected  as  Cajiital  of  the  State.  It  was  stipulated  that  Vanda- 
lia  was  to  be  the  Capital  for  twenty  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
period  it  was  changed  to  Springfield.  Below  we  give  list  of 
governors  and  chief  officers  of  Illinois. 

Illinois  was  constituted  a  separate  Territory  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, February  3d,  1809. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE   STATE   OF  ILLINOIS. 


rEOJi  1809, 


TO  1878. 


ILLINOIS    TERllITORY. 


Kitlianief  fope Sccrct.Trv  of  llie  Ttnitory, Marcli  7,  1809. 

Kinian  Edwards, Governor April  21,  1S09. 

II.  H.  Maiwell, Auditor  Public  Accounts, ISIO. 

Daniel  P.  Cook "  '•  "  J.anuary  13,   1816. 

Joseph  Phillips Secretary December  17,   '10. 

Robert  Blackwell, Auditor  Public  Accounts, .\pril  5,  1817. 

Elijah  C.  Berry "  "  "  August  29,  1817. 

John  Thomas Treasurer 1818. 

STATE    OF    ILLINOIS. 

Rhadracli  Bond, Governor, October  6,  181S. 

Pierre  Menard Lieut-Governor "  6,  1818. 

Elias  K.  Kane Secretary  of  Slate, "  6,  1818. 

Elijah  C.  Berry, .Auditor  Public  Accounts, 1818. 

John  Thomas, Treasurer, 1818. 

Robert  K.  McLaughlin,...         "         August  2,   1819. 

Edward  Coles, Governor, December,  1822. 

Adolphus  F.  Hubbard Lieut.  Governor, "  1822. 

Samuel  D.  Lockwood, Secretary  of  State, "        18,1822. 

Abner  Field Treasurer, January  14,  1823. 

David  Blackwell, .Secretary  of  State, April  2,  1823. 

Morris  Birbeck, "  ''  October   15,1824. 

George   Forquer "  "  January  15,  ]82'>. 

Ninian  Edwards Governor, December,  1820. 

William  Kinney Lieut-Governor, "  1820. 

James  Hall, Treasurer Febr'y.  12,  1827. 

Alexander  P.  Field, Secretary  of  State, January  23,  1829. 
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Joha  Reynolds Governor, December  9. 1830. 

Zadock  Casey, Lieut-Governor, "         9,  1830. 

John  Dement Treasurer, Febrnary  5,  1831. 

James  T.  B.  Stapp, Auditor  Public  Accounts August  27,  1831. 

Joseph  Duncan, Governor,  December,  1834 

Alexander  M.  Jenkins. ...Lieut-Governor, *'  1S34. 

Levi  Davis Auditor  Public  Accoimts Xov.    IC,  1835. 

Charles  Gregory, Treasurer, December  5,  1836. 

John  D.  "Whiteside, '■         March  4,1837. 

Thomas  Carlin, Governor, December,  1838. 

Stinson  n.  Anderson, Lieut-Governor "  1838. 

Stephen  A.  Douglas Secretary  of  State, Xov.  30,  1840. 

Lyman  Trumball "  "  March  1,  1841. 

Wilton  Carpenter, Treasurer "  1841. 

James  Shields, Auditor  Public  Accounts "  1S4I. 

Thomas  Ford, Governor December  8, 1842. 

John  Moore Lieut-Governor, "        ,S,  1842. 

Thomas  Campbell Secretary  of  State Jfarch  G,  1843. 

William  L.D.Ewing Auditor  Public  Accounts, "       6,  1843. 

Thomas  H.  Campbell "      P.  A.  (to  fill  vacancy),     "     2G,  lS4'i. 

Augustus  C.  French, Governor, December  0, 1840. 

Joseph  B.  Wells Lieut-Governor, '•         9,  1S4G. 

Horaces.  Cooley Secretary  of  State, ''      2.3,  1846. 

John  Moore, Treasurer,  (to  fill  vacancy), August  14,  1848. 

William   McMurtry, Lieut-Governor, Jaiuiary,  1849. 

David  L.  Gregg, Sec'y.  of  State  (to  fill  vacancy), April  3,  18.50. 

Joel  A.  Matteson, Governor, January,  1S-J3 

Gustavus  Koerner Lieut-Governor "         ISJo. 

Alexander  Starne, Secretary  of  State, "         lS-").3. 

Ninian  W.Edwards, Super't.  Public  Instruction March  24,  1S.')4. 

William  II.  Bissell, Governor, January  12,  ]8.j7. 

John  Wood, Lieut-Governor "       12,  lS-'i7. 

Ozias  M.  Hatch, Secretary  of  State, ''      12,  \>>'u. 

JesseK.  Dubois Auditor  Public  Accounts "       12.  ls.")7. 

James  Miller, Treasurer "       12,  18-J7. 

William  II.  Powell, Super't.  Public  Instruction, "      12,  1S">7. 

Newton  Bateman, *'  '*  "       10,  18-j9. 

AVilliam  Butler, Treasurer  (to  fill  vacancy) S.ptcinboro,  ls.j9. 

Richard  Yates, Governor, .January  14,  1861. 

Francis  A.   Hoffman, Lieui-Governor ''       14,  1861. 

Ozias  M.  Hatch Secretary  of  State "       14,1861. 

Jesse  K.  Dubois Auditor  Public  Accounts, "       14,  1861. 

William  Butler Treasurer ''       14,1801. 

Newton  Bateman, Super't.  Public  Instruction......         "        14,  1861. 

Alexander  Starne Trea.surer ''       12,1863. 

John  P.  Brooks, Super't.  Public  Instruction '•       12, 1863. 

Richard  J.  Oglesby, Governor '•       1<>,  1865. 

William Bro.ss, Lieut-Governor, "       10.  \f.lV^. 

Sharon  Tyndale,  Secretary  of  State, "       16,186.5. 


Orlin  II.  Miner, .\uditor  Public  Accounts, Dec.  12,   18C4. 

James  II.  Beveridgc, Treasurer, January  9,  18C.5. 

Newton  Bateman, Super't.  Public  Instruction January  10,  186.5. 

George  W.  Smith Treiu-urer Januarv,  1SC7. 

John  M.  Palmer, Governor January  11,  1869. 

John  Dougherty, Lieut-Governor, "       11,  1869. 

Edward  Rnmmell Secretary  of  State ''       11,  1869. 

Charles  E.LippincotI Auditor  Public  Accounts, ''       U,  1S69. 

Era.stus  N.  Bates Treasurer, "       11,  1809. 

Newton  Batem.an, Super't.  Public  Instruction, .January,  1871. 

ErastusN.  Bate.s, Treasurer, Xov.  8,  1870. 

Richard  J.  Oglesby, Governor January  1.3,  1873. 

John  L.  Beveridgc Lieut-Governor,  "       13,  ]873. 

George  H.  Harlow Secretary  of  State, "       13,  1873. 

Charles  E.  Lippincott,  ....Auditor  Public  Accounts, "       13.  1873. 

Edward  Rutz Treasurer, "       13,1873. 

John  L.  Beveridgc Governor "       23,  1873. 

John  Early Lieut-Governor "       23,1873. 

S.  M.  Cullom Governor, "         8, 1877. 

Andrew  Shuman Lieut-Governor, ''         8, 1877. 

George  H.  Harlow, Secretary  of  State "  8,1877. 

Edward  Rutz, Treasurer "  S,  1S77. 

T.  B.  Needles, Auditor  Public  Accounts, "  8, 1877. 

S.  M.  Etter Super't.  Public  Instruction,....         "  8,1877. 

J.  P.  .Slade "  "  "         8,1879. 

J.  C.  Smith Treasurer ''         8,1879. 

Believing  tliat  it  will  bo  interesting  to  the  younger  readers  of 
our  work,  we  subjoin  the  following  list  of  PresiJents  of  the 
United  States  : 


George  Washington Virginia, 1789 

John  Adam.s Mas.^achusetts 1797 

Thomas  Jefferson Virginia 1801 

James  Madison A'irginia 1809 

James  Monroe Virginia, 1817 

John  Quincy  Adams M:issachusetts,.... 182.5 

Andrew  Jackson Tennessee, 1829 

Martin  Van  Buren New  York, 1837 

William  H.  Harrison Ohio 1841, 

John  Tyler Virginia, 1841 

James  K.  Polk Tennessee 184.5 

Zachary  Taylor Louisiana, 1849 

Millard  Fillmore Xew  York 18-50 

Franklin  Pierce Xew  Ilanipsliire,.18.53 

James  Buchanan Pennsylvania 1857 

Abraham  Lincoln,  (murdered). .Illinois 1861 

Andrew  Johnson Tennessee, 1805 

Ulysses  S.  Grant Illinois, 1.869 

Rutherford  B-  Hayes Ohio 1877, 


to  1797, 

eight  years. 

to  1801 

four   vears. 

to  1809, 

eight  years. 

to  1817, 

eight  years 

to  1825. 

eight  years 

to  1829, 

four  years. 

to  1837, 

eight  years. 

to  1841 

four  vears 

one  month 

to  1S4.5, 

four  years. 

to  1849, 

four   vears 

to  18.50, 

one   year. 

to  18-53, 

three  years. 

to  18.57, 

four  vears. 

to  1861, 

four   vears- 

to  ISOo, 

4  yrs.  1  mo. 

to  1869, 

four   vears. 

to  1877, 

eight  years. 

present 

incumbent. 
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CHAPTER  Tir. 

PIONEERS  AXI>  EArJA'  SETTLERS. 
INCIDENTS  AND  ANECDOTES. 

jK^—^ssSIHE  scttlctnont  of  Christian  county,  began  the  year  that 
Jfe  ^|i  Illinois  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  state.  Prior  to 
iS  V^^  ''"*  period,  the  whole  country  was  occupied  by  different 
C^^^'^CjI  tribes  of  Indians,  many  of  them  hostile  to  the  whites,  and 
warring  against  each  other.  A  few  words  concerning  the 
aborigines  will  not  be  out  of  place.  Never  did  a  race  inspire  more 
romantic  contemplation,  or  suffer  more  speedily  or  completely  a  dis- 
astrous fate.  They  perished  when  they  came  in  contact  with  our 
civilization,  almost  as  the  hues  of  sunset  fade  when  you  look  at 
them  through  the  telescope;  or  as  the  odor  of  the  rose  vanishes 
while  you  attempt  to  analyze  it.  Before  they  could  be  studied  as 
men  or  as  nations,  as  families  or  as  tribe?,  either  by  their  traditions 
and  literature,  by  their  customs  and  affinities  they  had  disappeared ; 
or  at  least  had  been  so  degraded  as  to  seem  to  have  fallen  below 
the  level  of  even  scientific  observation.  Their  origin  is  a  mystery, 
their  history  is  a  myth.  Their  manners  and  customs  are  chiefly 
romance.  We  can  study  them  little,  and  by  scarcely  another 
light  than  conjecture,  as  to  facts,  and  very  unreliable  inference  as 
to  the  conclusions  1-eached.  These  tribes  or  nations  were  by  no 
means  the  first  denizens  of  the  soil.  America  appears  to  have  been 
the  home  of  a  prior  race,  who  have  totally  disappeared,  leaving  be- 
hind them  a  singular  poverty  of  records.  A  few  mounds,  some 
beads,  a  small  variety  of  earth-made  ware,  stone  hammers,  imple- 
ments for  dressing  skins,  and  now  and  then,  one  of  thoir  own  idols 
of  religious  worship,  together  with  a  few  personal  articles  of  luxurj', 
or  dissipation,  or  ornament,  are  all  of  their  domestic  or  public  life 
loft  to  us.  "We  find  scattered  in  many  parts  of  the  country  their 
gimlets,  arrow-heads,  spear-heads,  saws,  flesh-scrapers,  spades  and 
hammers,  all  made  of  stone,  and  demanding  almost  infinite  patience 
for  their  mauufiicture.  It  seems  a  wonder  that  a  people  having 
power  to  concentrate  the  mind  on  such  difficult  work  as  shaping 
flint-stones,  should  have  been  so  barret;  in  all  the  graceful  and 
elevating  arts.  We  alternately  pity  and  despise  them  ;  admire 
their  sublime  stoicism  and  sicken  at  their  cruelties.  We  praise 
their  valor  and  denounce  their  selfishness.  They  gave  us  their 
country  and  left  us  none  of  their  customs.  We  use  the  maize 
which  they  sometimes  cultured,  and  stupefy  ourselves  with  the 
smoke  of  tobacco  which  they  taught  us  to  consume.  These  are 
their  sole  contributions  to  the  world's  progress  in  profit  and  comfort. 
Is  it  strange  that  we  should  forget  them,  or  that  we  should  readily 
persuade  ourselves  that  such  an  idle,  unprogressive  people  should 
scarcely  have  a  right  which  an  enterprising,  andsitious  and  needy 
race  should  respect?  Their  whole  ideas,  habits,  wants,  aspirations 
and  beliefs  were  so  different  from  those  of  our  race  that  we  can 
scarcely  rise  to  any  sympathy  with  them  or  their  interests.  This 
portion  of  country  was  known  in  an  early  day  as  the  "  Black-Hawk 
Hunting-ground,"  and  was  widely  noted  as  a  fine  hunting  region. 
Game  of  all  kinds  was  very  aliuudant.  Hither  came  in  pursuit  of 
game  from  the  nortiiward,  inidrr  the  command  of  their  famous  chief, 
the  stalwart  warriors  ol'  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes. 

A  feeble  remnant  nflliis  oikt  jjowerful  tribe  are  now  in  Ktuisas. 
Here  also  came  the  braves  of  the  Pottawatomies,  distinguished  from 
other  Indians  by  the  swarthiness  of  their  complexion.  What  is  left 
of  this  triba  once  so  renowned  in  war  are  living  in  Kansas.  This  was 
one  of  the  fiercest,  bravest  and  most  intelligent  tribes  of  their  race. 
Another  with  members  of  which  the  early  settlers  became  familiar, 
was  the  Kickapoos. 

Even  after  a  few  of  the  first  settlers  liad  located  here,  there  .still 


remained  as  residents  of  the  county  a  fragment  of  tlie  Kickapoo 
tribe.  "  Bassena,"  the  chief,  said  this  land  was  theirs  ;  that  they 
had  occupied  the  territory  of  South  Fork  "  more  moons  "  ago  than 
there  are  tracks  of  the  buffalo  upon  the  plain  or  feathers  upon  tin 
wild  fowl's  back.  An  amusing  anecdote  is  related  in  connection 
with  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  county,  by  the  surveyor- 
general,  when  passing  through  this  section  in  1818.  He  had  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  young  Martin  Hanon  ;  and  wishing  to  play  a 
joke,  he  went  to  the  chief,  and  told  him  Hanon  was  about  to  enter 
some  of  the  land  he  was  measuring  off,  and  that  he  wanted  a  wife. 
Upon  hearing  this  news,  the  young  squaws,  gathered  around  the 
young  candidate  for  matrimonial  honors,  as  if  they  meant  business. 
All  of  them  wanted  a  white  man  "if  he  would  hunt!"  The  Sur- 
veyor got  out  of  the  difficulty — by  informing  them  nmch  to  his  re- 
gret, he  was  a  "poor  hunter,"  and  so  would  make  but  a  sorry 
husband. 

FIRST    WHITE    MEN    IN    THE    COUNTY. 

The  first  men  of  our  race,  so  far  as  is  known,  whose  glad  eyes 
looked  upon  the  beautiful  portion  of  Illinois  now  embraced  within 
the  boundaries  of  Christian  county,  were  a  baud  of  hunters  and 
trappers  who  left  Vincennes  in  the  fall  of  1811,  and  following  an 
Indian  trail  traversing  this  county  in  a  north-westerly  direction,  to 
the  Illinois  river  and  stopping  for  the  winter  at  Peoria  lake  to  trap, 
hunt  and  fish.  They  were  Frenchmen,  and  belonged  to  the  mission 
at  Vincennes.  Ou  their  return  trip,  the  following  spring,  they  were 
robbed  of  a  portion  of  their  furs  and  peltries  and  two  of  their  num- 
ber slain  by  the  Indians. 

FIRST    SETTLEMENT    AND  EARLY    SETTLERS. 

The  honor  of  being  the  first  white  resident  of  the  couutry  now 
comprised  within  the  limits  of  Christian  county,  belongs  to  Martin 
Hanon.  He  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  April,  1799,  near 
the  city  of  Nashville.  He  came  to  the  territory  of  Illinois  with  his 
father,  Michael  Hanon,  in  the  year  1812,  and  .settled  in  Gallatin 
county,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1817.  The  year  follow- 
ing his  father's  death,  young  Martin,  in  charge  of  his  mother  and 
family,  emigrated  and  settled  in  Christian  county,  in  the  fall  of  the 
year  1818.  At  first  he  pitched  his  tent  on  the  south  side  of  a  large 
fallen  tree.  Their  meat  in  one  end  of  a  sack,  and  other  provisions 
in  the  other  end,  were  balanced  in  the  crotch  of  a  tree,  until  a  log 
cabin  was  extemporized.  The  scent  of  it  soon  attracted  a  pack  of 
hungry  wolves,  and  they  were  only  kept  at  bay  by  occasionally 
throwing  a  fire-brand  in  their  midst.  There  is  nothing  more  terri- 
fying to  the  wolf.  He  first  settled  and  improved  what  afterwards 
was  known  as  the  Squire  Council  farm.  John  8.  Sinnet,  a  brother- 
in-law  of  Hanon's,  and  Claiborn  Matthews  with  his  family — Jacob 
Gragg,  Eli  Alexander  andKenchen — "the  well-digger" — all  came 
to  and  settled  in  the  county  Nov.  '21st,  1818 — only  a  few  days  after 
Hanon.  Their  nearest  neighbor  in  this  county  in  1820,  was  Eph- 
raim  Cooper,  living  on  the  North  Fork.  Martin  Hanon,  realizing 
that  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone,  soon  after  improving  his 
claim  determined  to  take  to  himself  a  wife.  He  went  down  into 
Egypt,  wooed  and  won  one  of  the  fair  daughters  of  that  land,  and 
was  married  in  Shawneelown,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1823,  to  Miss 
Sally  Miller.  Among  the  usual  attractions  presented  on  such 
occasions  to  his  young  bride  was  that  he  possessed  ou  his  farm  a 
thousand  bearing  apple  trees.  Judge  of  her  feelings  when  on  reaching 
her  new  home  of  which  she  had  become  joint  proprietor,  her  hus- 
band directed  her  attention  to  ten  acres  of  thrifty  crab-apple  trees. 
Young  Hanon's  wife  proved  to  be  a  thrifty,  industrious  woman.  She 
frequently  delighted  in  telling  how  she  spun  her  dozen  cuts  of  yarn 
in  a  day,  and  at  the  same  time  performed  her  other  household 
duties. 
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The  walls  of  her  cabin  home,  were  lined  with  numerous  bundles 
of  spun  yarn  and  flax,  which  she  wove  into  cloth — using  a  part  to 
clothe  the  family,  and  bartering  the  balance  for  articles  of  house- 
hold use  at  the  store.    "  Calico  at  tliat  time  cost  37*  cents  per  yard. 

There  were  no  educational  facilities  in  the  territory  when  Hanon 
was  a  boy,  and  his  education  was  consequently  limited.  For  a 
short  time  he  attended  a  school  taught  by  Timothy  Rodgers,  on 
Horse  creek,  in  Sangamon  county.  Eli  Matthews  and  James 
Funderburk,  of  this  county,  were  his  classmates.  The  school-house 
was  a  regularly  built  cabin,  with  paper  windows  and  one  end  open, 
forming  a  huge  fire-place.  This  is  said  to  have  been  the  second 
school  taught  in  that  (Sangamon)  county. 

It  is  related  that  Hanon  was  very  fond  of  attending  all  the  rail- 
maulings  and  corn  shuckings,  far  and  near  ;  he  was  a  lover  of  ath- 
letic sports,  and  he  and  Moses  H.  Brents  were  accounted  the 
most  popular  gallants  of  the  da}'.  They  often  extended  their  tours 
far  into  the  Rochester  prairie,  till  within  hailing  distance  of  the 
capital  of  the  state.  Martin  was  one  of  the  best  hunters  of  that 
da)'.  On  one  occasion  John  S.  Sinnet,  Jake  Gragg  (mentioned  below) 
and  himself  were  out  hunting.  Sinnet  wandered  ofl'  and  got  lost  from 
liis  companious.  They  came  across  three  Indians,  which  moved 
them  to  hunt  Sinnet.  The  Indians  followed  close  behind  them. 
They  stopped  and  dismounted  ;  so  did  the  Indians.  Hauou,  not 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  Indian  character,  became  some- 
what alarmed  at  their  strange  actions:  and  more  especially  as  he 
knew  Gragg  to  be  a  rash  man.  They  examined  their  guns  and 
])icked  their  fliuts ;  and  the  Indians  did  likewise.  Gragg,  then,  in 
a  threatening  manner  ordered  them  to  " puclc-a-chee"  (i.e., light  out) 
and  they  did.  Gragg  turned  to  Hanon  and  said,  if  Sinnet  had 
been  present  he  would  have  shot  one  of  the  Indians.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  Hanon  that  they  made  a  narrow  escape.  In  that  day  In- 
dians were  quite  numerous  iu  this  part  of  the  country. 

On  one  occasion,  while  Hanon  was  out  hunting  alone,  he  saw  a 
number  of  them  on  the  banks  of  South  Fork,  near  the  old  Elgan 
mill.  They  had  killed  sixty-eight  muskrats,  and  were  skinning 
and  eating  them. 

In  one  of  his  hunting  excursions,  about  the  year  18'2o,  when 
skirting  the  ti:nber  west  of  Taylorville,  he  killed  a  panther  near  by 
a  small  stream,  which  measured  nine  feet  from  the  tip  of  the  nose 
to  the  end  of  the  tail.  This  circumstance  caused  the  stream  to  be 
called  Panther  creek,  by  which  name  it  has  been  known  to  this  day. 

During  the  "  deep  snow,"  he,  in  company  with  Vandeveer  and 
three  or  four  others  of  the  "Richardson  Settlement"  in  South 
Fork,  started  for  O'Banning's  horse-mill,  then  located  on  a  farm 
about  three  miles  north-east  of  Taylorville.  At  that  date  the 
latter  jdace  did  not  exist.  They  made  a  bee-line,  passing  through 
the  prairie  north  of  the  present  county  seat.  Vandeveer  had  a 
horse ;  the  others  ox-teams.  The}'  had  to  break  the  snow  ahead  ; 
thus  making  but  poor  headway.  They  finally  abandoned  their 
wagons,  placing  the  sacks  on  the  backs  of  the  oxen ;  and,  mounting 
on  top  of  them,  resumed  their  journey.  Vandeveer,  having  a  horse, 
pushed  through  first;  and,  when  night  came,  built  signal-fires  to 
guide  the  others.  They  all  battled  their  way  through  that  night, 
but  suflered  much  from  the  intense  cold.  Manysueh  hardships  did 
the  pioneers  have  to  brave  in  securing  a  subsistence.  The  summer 
following  the  "  deep  snow  "  there  was  frost  during  every  montli, 
rendering  the  corn  raised  unfit  for  seed.  Hanon  gave  a  yearling 
heifer  for  one  bushel  of  old  seed-corn,  iu  the  spring  of  1832.  It 
was  that  spring  that  the  steamboat  "  Talisman"  ascended  the  San- 
gamon river  to  Springfield  with  a  cargo  of  corn.  It  sold  readily 
for  $2.50  and  83  per  bushel  for  seed-corn. 

In  the  year  1826,  Hanon  built  a  cabin,  and  lived  in  it  a  short 


time,  on  the  west  side  of  Spring  branch,  where  afterwards  stood 
the  old  "  Forrest  mill,"  south  of  Taylorville.  He  returned  again 
as  a  resident  of  South  Fork.  In  1834  he  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  "  Knuckols  &  Wallace  "  water  mill,  afterward  more  familiarly 
known  as  the  "  Elgan  mill."  He  moved  his  family,  and  settled  on 
the  banks  of  the  Sangamon,  near  the  mill.  It  was  here  bis  aged 
mother  died  in  1838.  Soon  after  this  sad  event  he  sold  out  his 
interest  in  the  mill  to  Jesse  Elgan ;  and  iu  1839  .settled  perma- 
nently on  his  farm,  five  miles  north-west  of  Taylorville.  It  was  on 
the  north  side  of  Horse-shoe  Prairie,  lately  owned  by  Josiah  A. 
Hill.  On  this  farm  he  resided  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
Here  his  aged  partner  died  on  the  28th  of  May,  1862.  She  was 
buried  in  the  Horse-shoe  grave-yard.  He  had  a  flimily  of  eleven 
children.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  the  children  having  grown 
up  and  gone  to  houses  of  their  own,  he  sold  the  old  homestead,  and 
retired  from  the  active  cares  of  life.  Mr.  Hanon  was  a  man  of 
fine  physical  development  and  constitution,  and  was  highly  re- 
spected fi)r  his  many  virtues.  The  latter  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Mason,  near  Sharpsburg,  this  county, 
where  he  died,  April  .5,  1879;  thus  ending  a  most  eventful  life. 
He  would  have  been  eighty  years  old  during  that  month.  Capt. 
Jesse  Hanon,  Jr.,  is  the  eldest  son  of  Martin  Hanon,  the  first  set- 
tler. He  was  born  in  this  state,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Ricks 
township,  this  county.     (See  biographical  sketch.) 

As  mentioned  above,  Hanon's  brother-in-law,  John  S.  Sinnet, 
C'laiborn  Matthews,  with  his  fiimily,  Jacob  Gragg,  Eli  Alexander, 
and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Kenchen,  all  came  and  settled  in  the 
county  soon  after  Hanon's  arrival.  The  exact  time  of  the  arrival 
of  these  parties  seems  to  be  a  conflicting  question.  In  some  in- 
stances we  find  that  they  came  iu  the  year  1818,  and  again  in  1819; 
but  it  is  undoubtedly  correct  to  say  that  they  came  late  in  the  fall 
of  1818,  a  short  time  after  IMartiii  Hanon  settled,  as  he  (Hanon) 
has  stated. 

John  S.  Sinnet  was  a  native  of  Lexington,  Ky. ;  born  March  10, 
1796.  When  three  years  of  age  his  father  moved  to  Missouri, 
where  young  Sinnet  remained  until  the  war  of  1812.  He  enlisted, 
and  served  his  term  in  that  war,  and  was  honorably  discharged. 
Soon  after  leaving  the  army  he  came  to  Illinois,  then  a  territory. 
In  the  year  1818  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rhoda  Hanon,  a  sister  of 
Martin  Hanon's.  Soon  after  this  event  they  settled  in  what  is  now 
Christian  county.  He  located  on  land  now  including  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Taylorville.  He  built  a  cabin  on  the  east  side  of 
the  old  Fair  Grouuds  spring,  in  1826.  He  sold  this  to  Col. 
Thomas  S.  Young  in  1829,  and  built  another  in  the  ravine,  a  little 
south-east  of  the  junction  of  the  O.  and  M.  and  W.  St.  L   and  P. 

Mary  Sinnet,  daughter  of  John  S.  Sinnet,  was  the  first  wlii:e  child 
born  in  this  county.     Her  birth  occurred  early  in  1820. 

On  the  8th  of  Jlarch,  1840,  he  moved  from  Christian  to  Tazewell 
county,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  January  13,  1872,  in  the 
seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

Sinnet  was  twice  married  ;  the  second  time  to  a  Miss  Elizabeth 
Perdue.  He  had  ten  children  by  his  first  wife,  and  three  by  the 
last  one.  He  was  a  great  hunter.  Mr.  Sinnet  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  for  over  fifty  years,  and  died  in  that  faith. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  pioneer  M.  E.  church  of  this  county, 
which  held  its  meetings  at  John  Brents'  and  Father  Young's. 

Of  the  early  history  of  Jacob  Gragg,  better  known  as  "  Jake  " 
Gragg,  and  the  "  tall  man,"  there  is  but  little  known.  He  was  a 
ranger  in  the  war  of  1812.  At  one  time  during  the  war  he  with 
oth  rs  were  taken  prisoners  by  the  Indians.  Some  they  instantly 
killed,  and  others  were  reserved  for  more  severe  torture.  Gragg 
used  to  tell  that  he  successfully  run  the  gauntlet  from  one  end  to 
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the  other  without  receiving  serious  injuries.  This  secured  his 
safety,  and  he  subsequently  escaped. 

When  Gragg  first  came  to  Illinois,  in  1803,  he  settled  near  Troy, 
in  Madison  county.  He  first  squatted  on  the  place,  afterwards 
owned  by  Martin  Hanon,  on  Horse-shoe  jirairie,  Christian  county. 
He,  too,  was  a  celebrated  hunter,  and,  with  JMartin  Hanon  and  John 
S.  .Sinnet,  hunted  the  deer  and  the  honey  of  the  wild  bee  in  the  forest. 

Alexander  Matthews  is  a  native  of  Tennessee.  He  is  the  son  of 
Claiborn  Matthews,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  county.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Moore.  Both  his  father  and  mother 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina.  They  were  married  in  that  state, 
and  emigrated  to  Tennessee;  thence  to  Illinois  in  1817.  First 
located  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state.  Alexander  was  about  five 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  settled  in  this  county  the  following 
year.  They  settled  in  what  is  now  South  p\irk  township,  near  the 
stream  known  by  that  name.  He  is  the  only  surviving  member  of 
the  family,  and  has  always  continued  to  live  near  where  they  first 
settled.  Is  now  past  sixty-six  years  of  age,  having  lived  over 
sixty-one  years  in  the  county.  Has  been  twice  married,  and  has 
raised  a  family  of  four  children.  He  is  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Buekhart  township. 

The  Brents  were  an  old  pioneer  family  in  this  cuunty  ;  settled 
liere  in  1820.  William  C  Brents  was  born  in  Livingston  county, 
Ky.,  in  1814,  and  came  to  this  county  with  his  widowed  mother 
and  fiimily  when  about  six  years  of  age.  They  settled  and  im- 
proved a  farm  about  five  miles  north-west  of  Taylorville,  now  owned 
bv  Joel  Potts.  The  place  where  their  rude  cabin  home  stood,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  old  orchard,  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  them,  is 
still  visible.  In  1824  the  family  removed  to  the  farm  half  a  mile  south 
of  Taylorville,  where  William  C.  breathed  his  last,  February  3d, 
1861,  aged  forty -seven  years.  IMany  of  tlie  older  settlers  remem- 
ber the  old  Brents'  cabin  and  its  huspilable  inmates,  all  of  whom 
have  passed  away. 

William  C.  Brents  was  held  in  high  esteem,  and  was  the  recipient 
of  several  offices  of  trust.  He  was  several  times  elected  as  consta- 
ble, and  served  as  sheriff  in  1854-5.  He  was  generous  to  a  fault  ; 
the  latch-string  of  his  house  was  always  out,  and  many  a  one  he 
aided  and  succored  in  time  of  need.  His  brothers,  .Simeon  and 
John,  came  here  at  the  same  time.  The  latter  owned  and  made  the 
first  improvements  on  the  Hall  farm  two  miles  east  of  Taylorville, 
before  the  "deep  snow,"  in  1830.  He  sold  it,  in  1834,  to  Jesse 
Langley,  and  returned  to  Kentucky.  In  18:U  the  first  Methodist 
meeting  in  Taylorville  township  was  held  at  his  house. 

Simeon  Brents  was  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  He  was  married 
November  19,  1839,  to  Miss  Mary  \V.  Blalook,  at  the  residence  of 
Morgan  Goode,  J.  P.     This  was  the  first  marriage  in  Taylorville. 

The  land  on  which  Taylorville  is  located  was  entered  by  Daniel 
C.  Goode  in  1835.  Goode  was  a  Kentuckian  by  birth.  He  settled 
in  Horse-shoe  prairie,  this  county,  in  1821  ;  was  a  resident  of  San- 
gamon county  as  early  as  1819.  Daniel  C.  Goode  was  a  true  type 
of  the  pioneer.  In  parson  he  was  portly  and  erect ;  his  bearing 
noble  and  commanding;  his  forehead  high  and  broad  ;  his  features 
regular,  expressive,  strong  and  masculine.  He  was  possessed  of 
nmny  marked  traits  of  character.  Firm,  decided  and  uncompro- 
mising in  his  own  views,  he  quailed  at  no  danger ;  a  warm  friend, 
but  bitter  enemy.  He  was  what  might  be  termed  a  pioneer  states- 
man. His  judgment  of  men  and  things  was  good.  In  polities  he 
was  a  democrat,  and  maintained  the  doctrines  of  the  party  without 
fear,  and  exercised  a  great  influence  at  elections.  He  was  also  a 
great  hunter,  and  fond  of  sport.  He  assisted  in  raising  the  first 
loc-house  in  Springfield.  It  was  often  his  custom  to  wear  a  buck- 
skin hunting-shirt  and  breeches.    He  died  March  28,  1845,  and 


was  buried  at  the  root  of  a  tree  on  his  farm  that  he  had  selected  as 
his  last  resting  idace. 

Miss  Hannah  Hanon,  a  sister  of  Martin  Hanon,  married  Samuel 
Miller  in  Kentucky.  They  emigrated  to  this  .state  in  the  fall  of 
1823,  and  settled  in  South  Fork  township,  on  a  fi\rm  near  "  Elgan's 
Mill."     Miller  died  in  1833. 

Samuel  Wydick,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  emigrated  and  settled 
on  the  Flat  Branch,  in  Prairieton  township,  in  1824.  He  was 
about  the  first  white  man  in  that  section,  coming  one  year  before 
his  nearest  neighbor,  Peter  R.  Ketcham,  who  settled  about  six  miles 
below'  him.  Game  was  then  so  plentiful  in  that  section  that  he 
often  stood  in  his  cabin  door  and  shot  deer.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  also  in  the  Black  Hawk  war. 

At  seeing  the  soldiers  mustered  for  the  contest  of  the  late  civil 
war  his  heart  was  fired  with  all  the  patriotic  spirit  of  old  ;  he 
joined  Capt.  Long's  company  in  August,  18G1,  and  marched  to 
Decatur.  The  "  boys  in  blue"  had  great  respect  for  the  aged  vete- 
ran. So  robust  and  active  was  he  that  he  passed  muster  easily, 
giving  his  age  at  forty-one — though  eighty-one  years  old — at  Camp 
Pugh,  Decatur.  His  company  formed  a  part  of  Col.  Pugh's  regi- 
ment, which  marched  to  St.  Louis  the  same  week.  A  correspondent 
says  of  him  :  "  He  endured  the  hardships  incident  to  the  tented 
field  with  as  much  bravery  and  spirit  as  did  his  more  youthful  com- 
panions in  arms."  He  died  in  his  country's  service,  in  St.  Louis, 
April  22d,  1862,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

The  first  cog-mill  built  in  this  section  of  country  was  by  Thomas 
Dawson,  on  the  William  B.  Hall  farm.  Dawson  was  a  pioneer 
settler. 

Daniel  Miller  was  a  man  familiarly  known  to  the  early  settlers, 
and  is  well  remembered  by  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  at 
this  date.  He,  like  many  of  our  pioneers,  was  a  self-made  man, 
and  rose  to  considerable  prominence  in  the  county.  He  was  born 
in  Kentucky,  in  1818,  and  at  the  age  of  five  years  came  with  his 
father's  fiimily  to  this  county,  settling  in  South  Fork  township  in 
1823.  His  early  years  were  spent  on  his  father's  farm,  devoting 
his  leisure  hours  to  reading  and  study.  He  attended  school  about 
four  months  in  all ;  was  a  pupil  of  Elijah  Hanon,  who  taught  the  first 
school  in  Christian  county  in  1827,  in  a  log-cabin,  two  miles  north- 
east of  Taylorville.  After  this  he  built  a  small  cabin  on  the  Reese 
farm,  in  South  Fork,  below  old  Esquire  Council's  homestead,  where, 
in  1828,  he  mastered  arithmetic,  and  made  progress  in  other  studies. 
At  the  early  age  of  seventeen  he  taught  school.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  formation  of  the  county.  Under  the  nom  de  jjlume  of  "  East 
Sangamon"  he  wrote  and  published  in  the  Springfield  iJtTJuWican 
several  able  articles  advocating  the  division  of  Sangamon  county. 
In  August,  1843,  he  was  elected  constable  of  South  Fork  precinct, 
and  served  for  a  time  a?  treasurer  of  the  school  fund.  Soon  after 
the  location  of  Taylorville,  he  made  it  his  residence.  He  was  a 
candidate  for  county  clerk  in  1840,  and  was  defeated  by  only  a  few 
votes ;  was  elected  county  school  commissioner  August  4th,  1845, 
without  opposition.  At  one  time  he  was  a  deputy  sheriff.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  this  county,  and  as  a  practicing  attorney 
received  a  liberal  share  of  the  cases  in  court.  In  August,  1847,  he 
was  elected  county  clerk  for  a  term  of  four  years,  but  died  the  fol- 
lowing year,  November  9,  1848. 

Gabriel  j\IcKenzie  settled  in  the  county  at  an  early  date.  He 
was  a  great  fiddler,  and  played  for  all  the  dances  and  frolics  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  Was  born  in  1797,  and  died  in  Taylorville, 
October  22,  1862. 

R.  Preston  Langley,  now  a  resident  of  the  Horse-shoe  prairie, 
came  to  this  county  in  1831.  He  is  a  brother  of  Jesse,  Josiah,  and 
Thomas  Langley ;  he  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  brothers. 
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Another  old  pioneer  was  Jesse  Murph}',  who  came  here  in  1829,  and 
sojourned  for  a  short  time  in  Horse-shoe  prairie.  He  taught  school 
here  in  1831,  about  two  miles  west  of  Ta_vlorville.  We  will  here 
give  a  passing  notice  of  a  few  of  the  very  ear!)-  settlors  who  lived 
in  close  proximit}'  to  Horse  shoe.  Among  the  number  was  John 
B.  Pittman,  father  of  Mrs.  R.  P.  Langley.  He  was  born  in  Ireland 
in  1776,  came  to  America,  and  settled  in  Christian  count)'  in 
1830,  and  died  in  1834.  His  wife's  name  was  Elizabeth  Langley. 
They  lived  and  died  on  Clear  creek,  one  mile  north  of  Horseshoe. 
Thomas  Jones  and  family  lived  one  mile  west  of  Pittnian's,  in  1829. 
They  moved  to  Missouri  in  1840.  Joseph  Denton,  father  of  Isaac 
Denton,  lived  on  Clear  creek  before  the  "deep  snow,"  and  not  far 
di^tant  from  Horse-shoe  prairie. 

In  1824  Solomon  Meads  and  his  brother  Joseph  came,  and 
first  located  below  "Elgan's  Mill,"  in  South  Fork  township,  where 
they  lived  a  few  3'ears,  then  moved  to  Bear  creek.  Solomon  died 
December  12th,  1871,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  six  months  and 
nineteen  days,  and  was  buried  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  on  Bear 
creek. 

The  Young  family  emigrated  from  Kentucky  to  Cliristian  county 
in  l82o.  "Old  Johnny  Young,"  his  sons,  William,  fother  of  Peter 
Cartwright  Young,  Ezekiel,  commonly  called  "Black  Zeke,"  ami 
Jarret,  all  came  together.  The  father,  John  Young,  settled  and 
improved  the  John  S.  Fraley  farm,  four  miles  east  of  Taylorville. 
where  he  died  in  1834.  His  son  Thomas,  familiarly  known  as 
"  Big  Tommy  Young,"  did  not  arrive  til)  1829.  He  purchased  a 
small  improved  claim,  and  settled  on  it,  which  was  a  short  distance 
south  of  the  present  E.  P.  Langley  place  on  Horse-shoe  prairie. 
He  was  celebrated  for  breeding  fine  hogs,  and  always  keeping  the 
best  stock  in  the  country.  Jarret  Young  was  only  fourteen  years 
old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county. 

"  Old  Field  Jarvis  "  is  well  remembered  by  many  of  the  older 
settlers;  he  came  also  in  182-5.  He  was  very  tall  in  stature,  and 
often  had  to  stoop  to  pass  into  many  of  the  cabins;  and,  when 
within,  not  unfrequently  his  head  would  be  above  the  loft.  On  one 
occasion  when  thus  situated,  he  asked,  "  Who  lives  here  ?"  The 
lady  of  the  cabin  replied,  "  Come  down  and  see." 

Peter  and  Christopher  Ketcham  were  natives  of  Alabama.  Peter 
Ketcham  was  born  about  1805,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  came  to 
this  county  and  settled  on  Flat  Branch,  about  eighteen  miles  north- 
east of  Taylorville,  in  1825.  He  wa.s  one  of  the  early  settlers  in 
that  part  of  the  count}'.  Was  a  Methodist  minister,  and  is  said  to 
have  organized  the  first  M.  E  church  in  the  county,  in  1828,  at  his 
own  residence,  where  meetings  were  held  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  Buckhart  precinct  (Sanga- 
mon county)  ill  1835,  and  re-elected  in  18i9,  after  the  organization 
of  Christian.  He  administered  the  oath  to  the  commissioners  at 
Allenton,  before  they  located  Taylorville  as  the  county  seat.  Was 
elected  a  member  of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  August  4th, 
1845.  His  son,  Green  B.  Ketcham,  was  elected  coroner  of  the 
county  in  1844.  Before  the  Rebellion  the  family  moved  to  Texas, 
where  most  of  them  were  killed  by  Indians.  His  brother,  Chris- 
topher, who  came  to  the  county  with  him,  improved  a  farm  ad- 
joining, where  he  resided  until  his  death. 

JIartin  Miller,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  October  Gth,  1820, 
emigrated  when  only  five  years  old,  with  his  father  to  the  territory 
now  embraced  within  this  county.  He  was  one  of  the  pupils  of  the 
first  school  taught  in  the  count}'  by  Elijah  Hanon,  in  a  log-house, 
two  miles  east  of  Taylorville. 

William  Wallis,  a  native  of  Xorth  Carolina,  emigrated  with  his 
wife  to  Sangamon  count}'  in  1819,  from  which  place  he  moved  to  this 
county  in  the  full  of  1825,  and  opened  a  small  farm  one  mile  east 
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of  Taylorville.      Jlr.  Wallis    died    on    his    farm,    December   6t!;, 
1844. 

A  hardy  old  pioneer  was  John  Durbin,  better  known  as 
"Stumpy  John."  He,  with  his  sons,  John  Z.,  Josephus,  and 
Leonard,  emigrated  from  Kentucky  in  1828,  and  pitched  their 
tent  in  the  "  Richardson  Settlement,"  lower  South  Fork  precinct. 
He  died  in  1831,  and  was  buried  on  Bear  creek.  The  vear  they 
came,  1^28,  was  the  exciting  Presidential  contest  between  General 
Jackson  and  John  Quiucy  Ailams,  and  John  Z.  Durbin  walked  all 
the  way  to  Springfield,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  the  old  hero  of 
New  Orleans.  He  raised  fine  crops  of  flax  and  cotton  in  1829.  It 
is  said  that  John  Z.  was  the  first  person  married  in  Christian 
county.  He  was  quite  a  hunter  in  his  younger  years.  Many  wolves 
and  deer  have  been  brought  to  grief  by  his  trusty  rifle.  He  was  at 
one  time  proprietor  of  the  "  Durbin  Owaneco"  business  hou.se  on 
the  county  road  from  Pana  to  Taylorville. 

Jesse  Langley  was  born  in  Kentucky,  April  18th,  1790;  emi- 
grated to  this  county  in  1828;  purchased  and  settled  on  a  small 
improvement  made  by  a  Mr.  Armstrong,  on  the  south  side  of 
"  Horse-shoe,"  about  six  miles  west  of  Taylorville.  In  1834  he 
moved  to  and  improved  the  place  formerly  occupied  by  John 
Brents,  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Taylorville,  where  he  settled 
permanently.  Here  he  erected  a  horse-mill,  and  built  a  distillery 
in  1837.  He  often  wore  the  garb  so  common  with  pioneers — a 
wolf-skin  cap,  buckskin  hunting  shirt  and  breeches.  He  died 
March  4tli,  1847,  aged  fifty-one  years. 

In  1827,  William  George,  a  native  of  Virginia,  emigrated  to 
this  county,  and  settled  in  Buckhart  township,  a  few  miles  north 
of  Edinburg.  He  died  soon  after  he  located  there,  in  the  same 
year,  aged  ninety-four  yeans.  He  had  a  family  of  six  children, 
three  boys  and  three  girls.  His  son,  John  George,  was  eight  years 
of  age  when  he  came  to  this  county  with  his  latlier,  and  has  cini- 
tinued  to  reside  in  the  county  ever  since.  Dui-ing  most  of  this 
time  he  lived  on  his  farm  in  Buckhart.  In  1874  he  moved  to 
Taylorville,  and  subsequently  purchased  an  interest  in  a  flouring- 
mill  in  Pana,  which  burned  down  in  1875.  In  connection  with 
W.  F.  Minnis,  he  reljuilt,  and  went  into  operation  in  February, 
1876. 

James  Barker,  a  Kentuckian  liy  birth,  came  here  in  1828, 
and  settled  in  ilt.  Auliurn  township.  He  built  a  water  mill 
on  the  north  fork  of  the  Sangamon  river,  familiarly  known  as 
"  Barker's  Mill."  Was  a  constable  and  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years.  He  also  took  a  great  interest  in  all  agricultural 
movements,  and  introduced  some  of  the  first  thorough-bred  stock  in 
the  county.  He  was  an  industrious  farmer,  good  citizen,  and  a 
kind  neighbor.  Died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years  on 
the  4th  of  February,  1869.  His  wife  died  three  years  later  at  the 
same  age;  eighty-two  years. 

The  first  settlement  of  the  Bear  creek  region  of  the  county  began 
in  1829.  Three  families,  viz.,  Esquire  Joseph  P.  Uurhin,  a  native 
of  Kentucky  ;  Nathaniel  Painter,  and  old  Grandfather  Durbin,  all 
came  together  in  one  wagon,  drawn  by  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  settled 
near  each  other  on  Bjar  creek.  They  suffered  many  hardships 
incident  to  the  pioneer.  They  were  compelled  to  go  thirty  or  forty 
miles  to  niill,  and  to  do  their  trailing.  Esquire  Durbin  dressed  a 
pair  of  mill-stones,  and  constructed  a  rude  horse-mill,  which  did 
good  service  during  the  "  deep  snow."  At  one  time  he  owned  a 
distillery  ;  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years;  first  elected  in 
August,  1835,  whilst  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Montgomery  county. 
In  1850  he  moved  to  Locust  township,  and  settled  one  mile  .«outh 
of  Owaneco,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  his  death,  October  5th, 
1875.     At  one  time  there  was  a  large  caunection  of  the  Durbiu 
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family  living  in  this  county.  They  wrre  all  ailluicnts  nf  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  ami  they  lonknl  u|i  to  the  I'lsiiuire  as  a 
kind  (if  spiritual  iather  ami  adviser  in  the  ahsenee  of  a  j)riest. 

The  Kiehardsons  all  came  from  Christian  county,  Ky.,  and 
iiiniieil  what  has  been  known  as  the  "  Kiehardsou  Settlement,"  in 
is-J'J.  I>aae  Uiehardson,  Jr., came  with  his  i)arents  to  this  county; 
liKt  his  arm  by  accident  in  a  threshing  machine.  Was  a  member 
of  the  iirm  of  Aujos  Kiehardson  it  ]>rii.  in  the  dry-gonds  business  in 
Tavliirville  at  the  time  of  his  death,  January  li),  l.S.")l.  He  was  a 
baclieliir.  William  Uiehardson,  brother  of  Robert  Richardson, 
was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  ;  emigrated  to  Kentucky,  and  from 
thence,  with  his  brother,  to  this  county  in  1829,  and  settled  on  the 
cast  side  of  the  prairie.  His  wife's  name  was  Jemima  Richardson. 
They  had  nine  children  born  to  them.  Isaac  Richardson,  Sr.,  died 
January  IS,  1872  ;  Harvey  Richardson  died  IMay  10, 1878.  These 
two  brothers  lived  about  a  mile  north-west  of  "  Ralston's  Bridge," 
and  both  lie  buried  in  the  Finley  grave-yard. 

I!i  bert  Richardson,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born  July  od, 
178.J.  Married  a  Mi.ss  Elizabeth  West  in  1805.  Emigrated  to 
Kentucky  in  1809,  and  from  thence  to  Illinois  in  18:^9,  settling  on 
a  farm  ten  nnles  \ve>t  of  Tayhu-ville,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
Novcudur  17,  ]8"i.j.  His  tiiim  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  prairie, 
and  his  brother  William's  on  the  east.  They  both  had  large  fami- 
lies, and  many  of  their  descendants  are  still  living  in  the  county. 
Robert  Avas  a  great  friend  and  supporter  of  religion,  and  through 
his  energies  a  IMethodist  society  was  organized  at  an  early  date. 
Services  were  held  in  the  school-house  near  by  till  the  erection  of  a 
new  house  of  worship.  It  is  now  known  as  the  Bethany  M.  E. 
church.  When  he  arrived  in  the  county,  Sijj4th  Fork  had  but  few 
inhabitants.  He  put  up  a  double  log-house,  with  an  entry  between. 
It  was  late  in  the  fall,  and  he  did  not  get  time  to  make  doors,  but 
hung  up  quilts  instead,  which  atlorded  poor  protection  against  the 
cold  winds  and  drilling  snow. 

Amos  Richardson  was  born  in  Kentucky,  November  C,  1811  ; 
was  married  in  Sangamon  county,  and  had  a  large  family  born  to 
him.  He  held  several  offices  in  the  county.  Elected  constable  Au- 
gust .jth,  1839.  Was  the  first  deputy  sheriff  in  1839.  Was  elected 
sheriff  August  1,  1842,  and  a  member  of  the  county  court  Novem- 
ber 6,  1849.  Was  an  active  member  of  the  Metliodi.~t  church,  a 
good  citizen,  and  highly  esteemed  for  his  moral  worth.  Died  in 
Taylorville,  November  1,  18o2. 

Jesse  Richardson  lived  on  a  farm  near  his  father's  for  many 
years,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Tayhuville.  He  came  with 
his  jiarcnts  to  the  county  in  1829.  lie  never  married. 
Was  elected  county  treasurer  in  1849.     Died  September  23,  1855. 

James  Minnis  came  to  this  county  also  in  1829,  and  settled  and 
improved  a  farm  on  "  Horse-shoe  prairie,"  six  miles  north-west  of 
Taylorville,  where  he  died  in  1860.  His  wife  survived  liim  until 
1873.     They  had  ten  children,  most  of  whom  are  yet  living. 

An  old  veteran  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  a  soldier  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war,  was  Shadrack  J.  Cam])!)ell,  born  in  East  Tennessee. 
He  emigrated  early  in  the  fall  of  1829,  with  his  family,  to  this 
county,  and  settled  on  Section  3,  T.  14 — 3  west.  The  South  Fork 
timber  projected  out  into  the  prairie  at  his  place,  and  it  took  the 
name  of  "Campbell's  Point,"  by  which  it  was  familiarly  known  for 
years.  Soon  after  his  settlement  he  was  elected  a  justice  of  the 
l)cace — probably  in  1831.  He  held  that  office  until  his  death  in 
183G.  He  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature,  which  then  held  its 
sessions  in  Vandalia,  r.ud  was  defeated  by  only  one  vote.  His  wife, 
a  noble,  self-sacrificing,  kind,  and  hospitable  woman,  survived  him 
over  thirty-three  years. 

Col.  Thomas  S.,  Marcus  L.  and  John   Young,  natives  of  Kcu- 
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tiicky,  all  came  to  this  county  in  1829,  and  settled  on  Flat  Branch, 
south  of  Taylorville. 

John  Fiidey,  his  wife,  and  son  Am 
grated  to  this  county  the  same  y- 
liunter 

Jesse  Murphy,  who  figured  quite  prominently  in  the  organization 
of  the  county,  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  born  February  6,  1792, 
and  came  to  this  county  in  1829.  He  settled  and  improved  a  farm 
about  two  miles  west  of  Taylorville.  He  raised  a  large  family, 
several  of  whom  still  reside  in  the  county."  He  was  appointed, 
April  IGth,  1839,  the  first  collector.  In  1843  he  was  elected  assessor 
and  treasurer  for  the  county,  and  re-elected  in  August,  1847.  In 
1856  was  elected  to  the  office  of  coroner  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
He  died  in  Taylorville,  November  3d,  1865,  aged  seventy-three 
years. 

John  Gore,  Sr..  known  as  the  "  twenty-five  cent  man,"  settled  on 
a  farm  four  miles  west  of  the  county  seat  in  1830.  He  was  called 
the  "twenty-five  cent  man"  from  the  fact,  that  in  selling  his  surplus 
corn  crop,  lie  would  never  take  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per 
bushel ;  nor  would  be  ever  charge  more,  even  if  the  market  price 
was  fifty  cents  per  bushel.  He  was  a  zealous  member  of  the  M.  E. 
church,  and  his  house  was  a  noted  stopping-place  for  the  preachers 
of  that  denomination. 

The  second  school  in  the  county  was  taught  by  Wm.  McCullough, 
in  1831,  in  an  old  log-house,  about  two  miles  east  of  Taylorville, 
above  the  Hall's  wood  pasture,  on  the  Flat  Branch  road,  John 
Brents  then  osvued  this  farm,  and  the  school-house  was  on  his  land. 
BlcCullough  is  said  to  have  been  a  good  teacher,  but  at  times  a 
little  intemperate,  and  on  such  occasions  many  amusing  things 
would  happen  in  his  school. 

The  first  settler  on  east  Bear  creek  was  Walter  Clark,  born  in 
Virginia,  April  12th,  1788.  Married  a  Miss  Young,  daughter  of 
Peter  Young,  in  Ohio,  by  whom  ho  had  six  children.  His  son, 
Dennis  Clark,  was  judge  of  Knox  county.  111.,  for  a  number  of 
years.  Mr.  Clark  came  with  his  family  to  Illinois  in  1821,  and 
after  several  i-emovals  to  different  parts  of  the  state,  he  settled  on 
Bear  creek,  in  this  county,  March  26th,  1831.  He  located  on  th3 
east  side  of  the  creek  timber,  not  far  from  Palmer.  They  came 
from  Sangamon  county  on  foot,  not  able  to  own  a  team,  bringing 
with  them  a  yearling  heifer,  a  gun,  axe,  and  hoes.  They  soon  built 
a  log-cabin,  16  by  18  feet  in  size,  with  a  large  fire-place  and  puncheon 
floor.  That  spring  they  cleared  five  acres  in  the  edge  of  the  timber, 
and,  with  their  hoes,  dug  places  in  the  ground,  dropped  the  corn, 
and  attended  it  the  whole  season  with  nothing  but  the  hoe,  and 
raised  a  fair  crop.  The  following  winter  was  a  trying  one  on  the 
family ;  with  no  team  to  go  to  mill,  they  beat  their  corn  in  a  mortar, 
and  used  a  ]nece  of  punctured  buckskin,  drawn  over  a  hoop,  for  a 
sieve.  At  this  date  deer  and  all  kinds  of  game  were  plentiful  in 
this  section,  and  they  did  not  want  for  meats.  In  1832,  John 
Baker,  who  settled  about  three  miles  north,  was  his  nearest  neigh- 
bor. Christopher  Durbin  was  also  living  in  the  neighborhood. 
There  were  three  hundred  and  fifty  Indians  encamped  over  Sunday 
on  Bear  creek.  They  were  very  religious,  and  held  services  on 
the  Sabbath.  An  Indian  preached.  The  Durbins  had  Clark 
arrested  for  killing  an  Indian  who  was  very  troublesome 
in  the  neighborhood,  but  he  was  acquitted  on  trial,  and 
those  causing  his  arrest  were  ea^er  to  secure  again  the  friend- 
ship of  Walter  Clark.  He  moved  to  Alton  in  18i6,  and  died  in 
St.  Louis,  April  12th,  1846. 

John  Davis  settled  on  the  Sangamon,  in  ]Mt.  Auburn  township, 
in  1831.  His  son,  Henry  Davis,  was  an  early  merchant  in  the 
town  of  Mt.  Auburn. 
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Esquire  AVm.  M.  Thompson  was  a  Kentuckiiiii,  and  emigrated 
to  this  county  in  1832.  His  first  wife  died  in  1846.  Tiieir  duugliter 
was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Brents.  December  6th,  1847,  Thompson 
married,  again,  Mrs.  Poll)'  Wallis.  They  are  now  both  dead.  The 
Esquire  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  under  Gen.  Jackson,  to 
whom  he  was  devotedly  attached.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  on  the  organization  of  the  county  in  1839,  and  held  the  office 
successively  for  over  fifteen  years,  till  his  death.  A  great  many 
amusing  stories  are  told  about  Thompson,  that  occurred  during  his 
official  life ;  he  was  greatly  respected. 

In  1833  came  Thomas  Young,  Sr.,  a  native  of  South  Carolina. 
He  settled  about  one  mile  south-west  of  the  c juntv  seat.  Five  of 
his  sons  came  to  this  county — Col.  Thomas  S.  in  1829,  and  James 
in  1830,  spoken  of  above ;  and  the  other  three,  Frederick,  Ezekiel 
S..  and  John  "\V.,  came  with  their  father  in  1833.  Old  Father 
Young  died  on  his  farm,  March  24th,  184-5  ;  his  wife  followed  him 
a  year  or  two  afterwards. 

Gavin  Ralston,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  Married  a  Miss 
Cynthia  Vandeveer  in  Indiana.  Emigrated  and  settled  in  South 
Fork  township,  on  the  banks  of  the  Sangamon,  in  1834.  The 
bridge  over  the  stream  has  taken  his  name.  Kalstim  was  a  member 
of  the  first  county  court;  he  died  in  1846. 

J.  M.  Wilkinson,  a  Kentuckian,  and  James  Harris,  from  Ten- 
nessee, were  among  others  who  settled  the  same  year. 

Gabriel  R.  Jernigan,  born  in  North  Carolina,  May  9,  1802,  came 
with  his  family  to  this  county  early  in  1835,  settling  on  Bear  Creek. 
They  lived  with  Walter  Clark  until  a  cabin  was  built  on  his  place. 
He  was  an  active  Democratic  partisan,  and  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  formation  of  the  county.  On  its  organization  he  was  ap- 
pointed, by  the  county  court,  the  first  county  treasurer.  In  1840 
he  was  elected  to  the  same  office  for  a  term  of  two  years.  Was 
also  elected  sheriff  of  the  county;  and  in  November,  1849,  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  associate  justices  of  the  county  court  for  a  term 
of  four  years.  He  was  also  honored  with  an  election  as  state 
senator  in  November,  18-52.  He  held  the  office  of  police  magistrate 
of  Taylorville  in  185S,  and  other  minor  offices.  Died  August  3d, 
1866." 

Jesse  Elgan,  nativity  Marvland,  came  in  1835,  and  located  ten 
miles  north-west  of  Taylorville,  near  "  Elgan's  Mill,"  which  he 
owned  for  a  time.  He  was  one  of  the  contractors  in  building  the 
first  court-house.  Was  twice  elected  a  member  of  the  county 
court. 

BEE-HUSTIXG. 

The  destinj'  of  the  Indian,  is  to  recede  before  the  approach 
of  the  white  man  ;  it  is  the  province  of  the  honey-bee  to  act  on  the 
reverse,  and  precede  the  advance  of  civilization.  The  approach  of 
the  honey-bee  was  always  a  sad  harbinger  to  the  Indians ;  for  they 
knew  the  pale  faces  were  not  far  behind.  At  an  early  period  bees 
were  very  numerous  in  Illinois,  in  the  groves  and  along  the  .skirts 
of  timber;  hence  the  product  of  the  hive  became  a  desirable  com- 
modity in  trade  and  commerce;  and  when  the  farmer  wished  a 
little  "  land  office  "  money,  this  was  about  the  only  article  that 
would  readily  command  it.  They  would  take  their  beeswax,  deer- 
skins and  peltries  to  the  leading  water-courses,  and  descend  in  their 
canoes  or  improvised  boats,  constructed  for  the  purpose,  to  the  St. 
Louis  market. 

Bee-hunting  excursions  were  of  annual  occurrence.  In  the  spring 
of  1822,  says  an  old  settler  (Samuel  Williams),  bees  were  very 
plenty  in  the  timber  in  the  northern  and  north-eastern  part  of 
Christian  county.  "  Father  and  I  concluded  to  go  on  a  bee-hunting 
excursion.  With  covered  wagon,  and  necessary  outfit,  we  started 
eastward  from  Campbell's  Point.     The  first  night  we  camped  in 


Buckhart  Grove;  the  next  night  on  ^Mosquito  creek,  near  the  blu2 
mounds  in  the  |irairie.  Not  far  from  this  point,  we  pitched  our 
tent,  and  rL'niaiued  three  or  four  weeks.  In  the  timber  along  the.se 
streams,  we  found  thirty  bee  trees.  On  one  favorable  day  found 
ten,  the  greatest  number  we  ever  found  in  one  day  ;  the  common 
average  on  good  days  being  from  two  to  seven.  We  secured  this 
trip  f.)rty-five  gallons  of  honey  and  sistv  pounds  of  beeswax.  Soon 
after  our  return  homo  I  went  to  Springfield,  then  just  laid  out,  to 
sell  our  wax.  This  was  my  fir^t  visit  to  the  town,  then  containing 
less  than  a  dozen  houses,  the  destined  capital  of  a  great  state. 
Elijah  Isles  was  then  the  only  merchant  in  the  little  town.  He 
kept  his  store  in  a  log-house,  about  one  block  west  of  the  'Alton 
Depot-'  I  found  him  at  leisure;  h;  was  affable  and  quite  social, 
and  we  soon  made  a  trade,  he  giving  me  25  cent--  per  pound  for  my 
wax,  but  chiefly  in  goods.  In  the  fall  of  1822,  my  father  and  I 
went  out  the  second  time  to  hunt  bees,  camping  at  the  same  locali- 
ties as  in  the  spring.  Hunted  along  the  North  Fork  tindjer.  We 
found  about  forty  bee-trees  this  time.  During  the  first  afternocm 
of  our  encampment,  a  Pennsylvania  Dutchman  came  into  our  camp 
on  horseback  in  a  drenching  rain.  He  was  on  his  way  to  the 
Military  Tract  to  examine  .some  land.  He  passed  the  night 
with  us,  but  seemed  quite  discouraged.  Looking  down  the  high 
bluff,  at  the  North  Fork,  he  inquired  its  name.  On  being  informed, 
he  seemed  much  dejected,  and  exclaimed  in  bis  Dutch  accent:  'If 
dat  ish  the  Sangamon  river,  (if  which  I  heard  so  much,  I  ish  badly 
deceived.'  He  was  on  the  point  of  turning  back  for  home,  when 
he  was  encouraged  and  persuaded  to  prosecute  his  journey.  During 
all  our  travels  in  these  two  hunting  excursions,  we  saw  no  white 
man  save  the  traveling  Dutchman  !" 

"On  the  4th  of  March,  1823,  my  father  and  myself  started  east 
on  our  third  bee-hunt.  The  third  day  being  warm,  I  found  three 
trees  on  Mosquito  creek.  From  this  jioint  we  nuived  off  to  the 
right  of  the  North  Fork,  and  found  seventy  on  the  first  branches 
of  the  Okaw  or  Kaskaskia  river.  We  cut  forty,  and  left  the  rest 
till  fall.  In  August  of  this  year,  my  father  died,  and  in  the  fall 
one  of  my  brothers  accompanied  me  to  cut  the  bee  trees  left  on  our 
last  trip.  In  the  spring  and  fall  of  1824,  I  was  employed  by 
Elias  Thompson  to  hunt  bees.  He  was  the  only  man  I  ever  hunted 
with,  who  could  equal  me  in  finding  bee-trees.  At  the  close  of  the 
season,  we  came  out  about  even,  finding  150  each.  If  Maj.  Isles 
has  his  old  mercantile  books,  they  will  show  that  Mr.  Thompson 
and  myself  dealt  with  him  on  a  liberal  scale  in  beeswax  for  two 
individuals  about  the  dates  specified.  In  all  our  hunting  for  miles 
up  and  down  the  difl!erent  branches  of  the  various  streams,  and  in 
all  our  travels  back  and  forth,  we  found  no  place  where  one  white 
man  had  either  settled  or  commenced  an  improvement.  Thus  ends 
our  bee-hunting  excursions  in  an  uninhabited  country — a  country 
literally  'flowing  with  milk  and  honey' — in  central  Illinois,  during 
the  years  1822-24." 

John  C.  Whitecraft,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  was  born  in  Novem- 
ber, 1784.  His  father  emigrated  and  settled  in  Kentucky  when  he 
was  a  boy,  where  he  lived  to  manhood.  He  was  married  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1816  to  Miss  Rachel  Arnett.  Being  attracted  with  the 
glowing  accounts  of  the  great  "  Prairie  State,"  he  emigrated  with 
his  f;imily  in  the  fall  of  1835,  and  settled  in  Christian  county,  on 
Clear  creek,  about  twelve  miles  west  of  Taylorville.  He  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  of  a  Mr.  Rathbone,  which  he 
improved  as  his  homestead.  He  completed  and  run  the  mill,  which 
was  partly  built  on  his  place,  for  a  number  of  years.  In  time  his 
children  grew  up,  and  mo.st  of  them  settled  around  him.  They  arc 
among  the  pniminent  and  respected  citizens  of  the  county.  From 
numbers  and  position  the  location  has  been  known  as  the  "  White- 
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crrift  St'llkmeat."  Tlic  old  gentleman  was  gathered  to  bis  fathers 
on"the2-Jth  of  July,  1S47,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  His 
widow  was  accidentally  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a  wagon,  with 
a  rnn  away  team,  in  Springfield,  111.,  Sept.  2.'!,  1875.'" 

Elder  A.  D.  Northcntt  is  a  native  of  Montgomery  cjunty,  Ky. 
lie  was  born  Sept.  11th,  1813,  was  married  on  the  2.')th  of  August, 

1835,  to  Miss  Salena  Masterson,  and  emigrated  to  this  county  in 

1836.  He  first  located  and  lived  for  many  years  on  a  farm  in 
Mosquito  township.  At  that  early  day  there  were  Init  few  settlers 
living  in  tliat  section;  probably  not  over  eight  or  ten  lamilies.  He 
relates  nianv  of  the  hardships  and  inconveniences  of  tlic  early  set- 
tlers. They  had  no  milk,  no  stores,  no  markets  for  their  surplus 
produce.  St  L  mis,  Beardstown  and  Springfield  were  the  nearest 
trading  points.  Elder  Northcutt  attended  the  first  religious  meet- 
ings in  the  county,  and  was  among  the  fir.st  to  preach  the  truths  of 
the  gospel  in  this  section  of  the  country.  He  was  several  times 
honored  with  oflicial  position  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  an 
aUive  justice  of  the  peace  in  Sangamon  before  the  formation  of  this 
county,  and  was  one  of  the  first  justices  of  the  peace  after  its  orga- 
inzation  in  1830,  which  ofiice  he  continued  to  till  for  eight  years; 
was  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  supervisors  in  181J6,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  for  a  term  of  four  years.  He  has  been  a  life-long 
whig  and  republican.  In  1854  he  changed  his  residence  to  Prai- 
rieton  township,  settling  on  the  Esquire  Hammer  farm,  on  Flat 
Branch,  where  he  still  resides.  For  more  than  thirty  five  years  he 
has  been  an  officiating  minister  of  the  gispcl  in  th:  Christian 
church. 

Here  it  is  proper  to  make  mention  of  the  name  of  a  man  who  is 
unquestionably  the  mo-t  distinguished  citizen  of  the  county — a  man 
who  came  here  in  the  pioneer  era,  and  began  life  a  poor  boy, 
but  who,  with  a  commendable  energy  and  industry,  has  risen  to 
influence  and  wealth.  That  man  is  Judge  H.  M.  Vandeveer;  a 
name  that  has  become  a  household  word  in  the  county  of  his  adop- 
tion. He  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  Washington  county, 
March  1,  181G.  His  father,  Aaron  Vandeveer,  removed  to  San- 
gamon county,  Illinois,  in  the  autumn  of  1829,  and  improved  a 
farm  on  Horse  creek.  Hero  the  judge  lived  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  with  his  fiither,  and  most  of  the  time  toiled  on  the  farm. 
He  attended  a  pioneer,  log-cabin  school  about  three  mouths.  Most 
of  his  education  was  acquired  by  poring  over  his  books  at  noon, 
while  the  jaded  plow  horse  fed,  and  at  night  while  the  sluggard 
slept,  and  tlie  thoughtless  dissipated  their  time  in  idle  amusements. 
He  very  early  acquired  a  taste  for  the  reading  and  study  of  books. 
Whilst  thus  engaged,  he  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  Jno. 
T.  Stuart,  of  Springfield,  who  tendered  him  the  use  of  his  valuable 
library,  by  means  of  which  he  acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  law. 
In  1836,  he  taught  school  in  a  log-cabin  on  Andy  Finley's  farm, 
about  twelve  miles  west  of  Taylorville.  In  time  he  was  admitted 
to  the  practice  of  law,  and  soon  became  prominent  in  the  profession. 
He  participated  in  the  organization  of  the  county,  and  at  the  first 
election,  hehl  on  the  1st  of  April,  1839,  he  was  elected  county 
recorder.  A  few  days  later  he  was  appointed  by  the  county  court 
as  school  commissioner,  which  caused  his  removal  to  the  county- 
seat  June  1st,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  appointed  by  Judge 
Treat,  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  which  otRce  he  held  for  many 
vears.  lie  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives 
in  1842  over  Martin  White,  the  former  representative,  and  Henry 
T.  Luckett,  both  popular  men. 

On  his  return  home,  at  the  close  of  the  session  in  1843,  he  was 
reappointed   clerk   of  the  circuit  court.      The  same  year  he  was 

*  See  Biographical  Sketches  for  further  information  pertaining  to  this  family. 


elected  a  justice  of  the  peace;  he  was  subsequently  appointed  post- 
mtister  of  Tavlorvillc.  In  1846  he  answered  to  the  first  call  of  his 
country,  and  raiseil  a  company  of  .soldiirs  for  the  Mexican  war,  and 
was  elected  its  captain  ;  but  the  company  was  rejected  by  the 
Governor,  as  the  call  of  the  Government  had  been  filled.  He  was 
short')'  afterwards  appointed  by  President  Polk  as  Assistant 
Quartermaster  in  the  United  States  Army,  with  the  rank  of  Cap- 
tain, and  served  in  that  position  in  the  Mexican  war.  On  his 
return  home,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  his  name  was  prominently 
mentioned  as  a  candidate  for  Congress,  but  he  withdrew  his  name 
in  the  convention.  Ho  had  been  twice  elected  as  Judge  of  the 
county.  In  1860  he  was  again  returned  to  the  Legislature,  and  two 
years  later  he  w'as  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  In  June,  1870,  he 
was  elected  Judge  of  the  Tenth  Judicial  Circuit,  and  re-elected  in 
1873.  The  Juilge  has  been  a  successful  practical  practitioner  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century.     In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 

Thomas  Simpson  migrated  from  Kentucky  in  1835,  and  settled 
near  Mechaniesburg,  Sangamon  county.  In  1846  he  moved  to 
Christian  county,  and  purchased  Col.  Thomas  P.  Bond's  farm  on 
Bear  creek,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  December 
6th,  1856.  He  had  seven  sons,  the  most  prominent  of  whom  is 
Judge  Andrew  Simpson  ;  he  is  the  eldest  son,  and  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  county  when  a  boy.  He  was  born  October  22d, 
1830,  on  the  banks  of  Licking  river,  Ky.  He  is  a  man  possessed 
of  a  strong,  vigorous  minil,  and  early  turned  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  law,  ami  now  takes  rank  among  the  best  lawyers  of  the 
county.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  rebellion  he  volunteered 
his  services,  and  raiseil  the  first  company  from  this  county,  and  was 
elected  its  captain.  The  company  became  a  part  of  the  Fourteenth 
Kegiment.  He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  hand  at  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing,  which  unfitted  him  for  actual  duty  ;  was  honor- 
ably discharged.  In  November,  1865,  he  was  elected  county  Judge. 
It  was  during  his  administration  that  township  organization  was 
effected.  He  was  a  candiihite  for  Congress  on  the  Republican 
ticket  in  1874;  the  district  being  largely  Democratic,  he  was 
defeated. 

James  Funderburk,  a  pioneer  of  Sangamon  county,  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  in  the  year  1810.  His  father,  Henry  Funderburk,  was 
one  of  the  eai'lv  pioneer  emigrants  to  Illinois;  he  came  from  Ten- 
nessee in  1815,  and  settled  first  for  two  years  on  "  Turkey  Hill,"  in 
St.  Clair  countv.  From  here  he  moved  to  what  is  now  Sangamon 
county,  in  the  spring  of  1817;  squatted  on  a. piece  of  land  on 
Horse  Creek  ;  built  a  cabin,  and  raised  a  crop  that  3'ear  with  the 
assistance  of  William  Nelson.  It  is  related  that  he  was  the  first 
settler,  and  that  this  was  the  first  crop  raised  in  Sangamon  county. 

James  Funderburk  married  a  Miss Nelson.     He  came  to 

Christian  county  in  the  spring  of  1836,  and  settled  two  miles  nearly 
w-est  of  Taylorville,  on  Section  32. 

James  R.  Lucas,  born  in  Tennessee,  October  7th,  1807,  emigrated 
with  his  father,  Edward  Lucas,  to  Sangamon  county,  111.,  when 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  settled  on  Horse  Creek  in  1827.  '  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Harris,  dtxughter  of  Isaac  Harris, 
September  14th,  1828.  He  came  to  this  county  September  7th, 
1836,  and  first  located  on  the  west  side  of  Flat  Branch  timber, 
where  he  lived  about  five  years,  when  he  moved  to  Taylorville,  in 
April,  1840.  He  was  the  first  landlord  of  the  "Taylor  Hotel,' 
since  known  as  the  "City  Hotel."  Jlr.  Lucas  was  elected  the  first 
constable  in  Taylorville  precinct,  after  the  organization  of  the 
county.     He  died  June  2d,  1862. 

Frederick  Hammer  was  also  a  prominent  i^ettler  in  1836  ;  he 
lived  to  an  advanced  age,  and  died  November  21st,  1866. 

James  Waddle,  an  old  settler,  squatted  and   improved  a  farm 
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now  ailjaccnt  to  Tnylorville  ;  he  died  on  this  place,  and  the  farm 
jiassed  into  the  hands  of  James  Young. 

Lewis  H.  Jernigau  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1808.  Emigrated 
to  this  county,  and  settled  on  Bear  creek  in  the  year  1836.  Mar- 
ried, in  Tennessee,  Miss  Sally  Currie.  They  came  in  wagons 
drawn  by  oxen. 

Isaac  Harris,  a  native  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  ;  born  in  1780.  Was 
married  to  Miss  Rhoda  Parker,  of  Virgiiiia,  in  1802,  and  emigrated 
to  Sangamon  count)',  111.,  in  December,  1820.  He  moved  to 
Christian  county  in  the  fall  of  1836  ;  located  and  improved  a  farm 
four  miles  east  of  Taylorville,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
years. 

Among  others  who  came  during  the  year  1836,  were  Ellington 
Adams,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who  emigrated  with  his  family,  and 
settled,  and  made  a  farm  on  the  ridge,  five  miles  above  Stonington. 
Hiram  Walker,  a  native  of  Virginia,  purchased  and  located  on  a 
farm  six  miles  north-east  of  Taylorville,  bordering  on  the  skirts  of 
the  Flat  Branch  timber.  Eev.  Isaac  Haines,  a  native  of  Virguiia, 
b;)rn  in  1809;  emigrated  to  this  state,  and  preached  for  two  years, 
1836-37,  on  the  Buckhart  circuit;  he  was  highly  esteemed  for  his 
many  Christian  virtues.  He  died  in  September,  1838.  Many  of 
his  descendants  are  now  residing  in  this  county.  Henry  Dickerson 
came  also  in  the  spring  of  this  year.  He  served  as  constable  and 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Taylorville  precinct  for  many  years,  and 
(lied  in  Johnson  township. 

Judge  William  S.  Frink,  who  figures  prominently  in  the  early 
liistory  of  this  county,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  DL'cembcr, 
1790  ;  moved  with  his  father  to  Stonington,  Conn.,  where  he  lived 
until  he  was  forty-one  years  old.  In  1831  he  went  to  New  York 
city,  where  he  engaged  in  business  for  three  years.  In  Maj',  1837, 
he,  with  his  family,  emigrated  to  this  state,  and  settled  at  Allenton, 
in  this  county,  where  he  resided  until  January,  18-33,  when  he 
moved  to  Taylorville.  He  was  a  .soldier  of  the  war  of  1812.  He 
was  elected  probate  judge,  August  7th,  1843,  for  a  term  of  four 
years.  On  court  days  the  judge  could  be  seen  entering  town  with 
the  archives  of  the  office  in  a  basket  on  his  arm.  He  is  still  re- 
siding in  Taylorville,  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  for  his  sterling 
virtues  and  purit}'  of  character. 

Wm.  L.  Hammer  was  born  in  Kentucky,  November  2d,  181 7,  and 
at  the  age  of  ten  years  emigrated  with  his  father  to  Sangamon 
county.  111.,  in  1827,  where  he  lived  till  the  spring  of  1837.  At 
this  date  he  removed  with  his  father  and  family,  and  settled  on  the 
Flat  Branch,  in  Prairieton  township.  At  the  first  general  election 
held  after  the  organization  of  the  county,  in  August,  1839,  he  was 
elected  constable  of  Stonington  precinct,  and  as  such  officer  he 
guarded,  at  the  first  term  of  court,  the  Grand  Jury,  as  it  held  its 
session  in  open  air,  where  the  present  brick  jail  now  stands.  He 
acted  as  deputy  sheriff  in  1844.  In  1846  was  elected  sheriff.  He 
was  politically  a  "  Whig,"  and  was  very  popular  and  influential  in 
that  party.  October  11,  1853,  he  was  married,  in  Taylorville.  to 
Jliss  Isabella  East.  In  December,  1854,  he  moved  to  Decatur, 
111.,  where  he  continues  to  reside. 

In  1837,  Thos.  P.  Chapman  came  to  this  county,  and  joined  the 
Stonington  Colony,  at  Old  Stonington,  where  he  continued  to  live 
till  his  death,  January  16th,  1867,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-five.  He 
was  born  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  September  r2th,  1791.  He  served  his 
country  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  the  capacity  of  a  drummer-boy.  In 
early  days  he  was  a  strong  Democrat.  Upon  meeting  a  new  ac- 
quaintance his  first  question  is  said  to  have  been,  "  Be  you  a  Whig 
or  a  Democrat?"  His  strong  patriotic  feelings  led  him,  during  the 
late  rebellion,  to  be  a  "  \rar  Democrat,"  which  culminated  in  his 
becoming   a   Republican,  and   voting   for   Abraham    Lincoln  for 


President  in  1864.  On  the  formation  of  the  county  in  1839,  hewa,s 
chosen  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  court,  which  station  he  filled 
with  honor  to  himself  and  credit  to  his  constituency.  To  his  indus- 
try and  perseverance  the  citizens  of  Stonington  settlement  were 
much  indebted  for  the  establishment  of  a  post-office  in  their  midst; 
he  was  its  first  postmaster,  and  carried  the  mails  weekly  to  and 
from  Taylorville  on  horseback.  He  held  several  offices  of  trust, 
and  was  extensively  known  throughout  the  county,  and  highly 
esteemed  for  his  many  social  virtues.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  at  his  death  was  buried  with  Masonic 
honors. 

Nicholas  Sanders,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  born  April  7th, 
1805,  emigrated  to  Christian  county  in  the  .=pring  of  1837.  and  im- 
proved a  farm  on  Flat  Branch.  He  opened  a  store  of  general 
goods  at  this  point  in  March,  1852,  and  remained  in  business  for 
sixteen  years.  His  store  formed  the  nucleus  of  a  town  called 
Saudersville,  in  Section  35,  of  Stonington  township. 

Among  others  who  came  to  the  county  this  year  were  Elijah  B. 
Hymen,  a  native  of  Virginia;  Presley  Peek,  born  in  Kentucky; 
Rev.  Paris  Praj',  nativity  Connecticut ;  John  Hill,  Sr.,  from  Ken- 
tucky, with  his  sons,  James  H.,  Terry,  and  CTabriel ;  and  Thomas 
S.  Leachman,  ahso  from  Kentucky. 

Joseph  A.  Haley,  a  native  of  Kentuck}- ;  S.  B.  Sheldon,  native 
of  Massachusetts  ;  Frank  Haines,  a  native  of  Virginia  ;  and  James 
Ferguson,  of  Virginia,  were  among  those  who  came  in  1838. 

During  1839,  the  year  the  county  was  organized,  there  was  a 
Lirge  influx  of  population.  Prominent  among  those  who  arrived  at 
this  date  were  Morgan  Goode,  born  in  1808,  at  one  time  county 
treasurer  ;  William  Hargiss,  a  Kentuckian ;  Joel  Traylor,  a  native 
of  South  Carolina  ;  and  Levi  W.  Goodan. 

David  Rutledge,  the  "  Deer  Slayer"  and  "Nimrod"  of  the  Flat 
Branch,  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  Dickinson  county  in 
1813.  He  emigrated  to  Christian  county  in  1840.  Was  married 
to  Miss  Anna  Harris,  a  daughter  of  Silas  Harris,  in  1844.  He  was 
a  resident  of  May  township.  He  was  ver}-  fond  of  the  chase,  and 
devoted  much  time  to  hunting.  It  is  said  that  he  killed,  in  one 
winter,  fnrtv-eight  deer,  besides  a  large  amount  of  smaller  game. 

John  W.  Wheat  was  born  in  New  York,  September  25, 1819,  and 
came  to  this  county  in  1840.  In  that  year  he  taught  the  first 
school  in  Tavlorville.  He  was  by  profession  a  lawyer ;  was  elected 
the  second  school  commissioner  of  the  county  in  August,  1831,  for 
the  term  of  two  years. 

Daniel  De  Camp  settled  in  the  county  in  June,  1843.  He  was 
born  in  Virginia,  August  31,  1824.  For  several  j-ears  he  was  con- 
nected with  Allen's  Great  Eastern  Stage  Line,  which  ran  through 
this  couutv-  He  married,  October  7th,  1847,  Miss  Pernccy  Lang- 
ley,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  Langley.  He  purchased  the  "  Blue  Point " 
farm  and  "Stage  Stand"  in  February,  1851,  and  moved  there  the 
]March  following.  His  farm  embraced  over  two  hundred  acres  of 
choice  land,  on  which  the  town  of  Edinburg  is  now  located.  Mr. 
De  Camp  was  fond  of  hunting  in  his  younger  days.  Has  been 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  held  other  offices  of  trust  in  his  town  and 
township.  He  served  as  Captain  of  Company  D,  of  the  130th 
Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  in  the  late  rebellion. 

In  recording  the  names  of  tho.se  men  who  have  been  connected 
with  the  history  and  development  of  Christian  county,  that  of  the  late 
Major  D.  D.  Shumway  must  not  be  forgotten.  Though  he  did  not 
become  a  resident  until  1843,  he  made  an  honorable  record;  but, 
like  many  others,  did  not  live  long  afterwards  to  enjoy  it.  He  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  September  28,  1813,  where  he  lived  until  he 
reached  the  years  of  manhood.  In  1834  he  came  west  and  settled, 
first  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  till   1837,  when  he 
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came  to  Montgomery  county,  111.  He  was  elected  and  served  a 
term  as  one  of  the  connty  commissioners'  court  of  Montgomery 
county ;  was  also  appointed  Major  of  the  State  militia.  June  3d, 
1S41,  he  was  married  to  Mi.ss  Emily  R.  Roundtree,  daughter  of 
the  late  Hon.  Hiram  Roundtree,  of  Hillsboro,  111.  In  the  spring 
of  1843  he  removed  to  Christian  county,  first  .settling  on  wild  prairie 
land,  about  four  miles  east  of  Taylorville,  where  he  improved  a 
fiirm  of  several  hundred  acres.  In  1851  he  became  a  resident  of 
Taylorville,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandizing,  his  occupation  in 
former  years,  which  he  continued  with  success  until  1858.  He  then 
retired  from  active  business  life,  having  accumulated  considerable 
wealth.  He  was  a  member  of  the  legal  profession,  and  for  many 
years  held  the  office  of  Master  in  Chancery  of  the  count)". 

The,  JIajor  was  a  gentleman  of  culture  and  taste,  possessing  a 
noble,  generous  disposition,  and  was  highly  esteemed  among  his 
fellow-citizens.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  the  county  he  was  elected,  in  1845,  a  member  of  the  legis- 
lature from  the  counties  of  Christian  and  Shelby;  and  at  the  fid- 
lowing  session  was  elected  clerk  of  the  State  Senate.  In  1848  he 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Convention,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  its  deliberations;  was  elected  county  judge  in  No- 
vember, 1857,  for  a  term  of  four  years.  He  was  also  connected 
with  both  the  county  and  state  agricultural  societies,  and  one  of  the 
incorporators  and  directors  of  the  Springfield  and  South-eastern 
railroad,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  many  minor  offices.  Much 
credit  is  due  him,  wliile  in  the  legislature,  for  the  location  of  the 
Terre  Haute  and  St.  Louis  R.  R.  through  the  southern  part  of  this 
county,  where  have  sprung  into  existence  the  flourishing  towns  of 
Pana  and  Rosemond.     He  was  also  a  prominent  Mason. 

Dr.  Calvin  Goudy  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  June  2d,  1814, 
emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Indiana  in  1826,  from  thence  to 
Illinois  in  1832,  locating  at  Vandalia.  He  graduated  at  the  St. 
Louis  Medical  College  in  the  spring  of  1844.  Soon  thereafter,  in 
May,  1844,  he  located  in  Taylorville,  where  he  acquired  a  lucrative 
practice,  and  continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  (A  biographical 
sketch  may  be  seen  on  another  page.) 

Dr.  J.  H.  Clark,  a  Kentuekian,  emigrated  and  settled  first  in 
Johnson  township,  this  county,  in  the  spring  of  1844.  The  doctor 
was  a  member  of  the  county  court  when  the  present  court-house 
was  built. 

Joseph  Edwards,  a  native  of  Ireland,  settled  on  Coal  creek  in 
this  county  March  26,  1845.  He  was  one  of  the  noted  eighteen 
voters  of  "Stone  Coal  Precinct."  He  was  a  man  known  for  his 
candor  and  integrity,  and  exercised  a  commanding  influence  in 
tiiat  section  of  the  count}'. 

Another  early  and  prominent  settler  in  "  Stone  Coal,"  now  Pana, 
was  Wm.  Pryce,  born  in  England,  Feb.  28th,  1817;  came  to  this 
county  in  1845  ;  taught  the  first  school  in  that  part  of  the  county, 
was  deputy  tax  collector  in  1845,  and  held  other  offices  of  trust. 

Joseph  Edwards,  an  Irishman  by  birth,  settled  in  Pana  township 
March  2Gtli,  1845.  His  house  was  a  voting  place  for  the  precinct 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  a  gen- 
tleman highly  respected  for  his  moral  worth.  He  died  in  October, 
1855,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

Elijah  Duncan,  nativity  North  Carolina,  settled  in  this  county 
on  the  west  side  of  Bear  Creek  in  1847,  where  he  died  Dec.  14th, 
1861,  aged  about  sixty-four  years.  He  was  a  man  firm  and  decided 
in  his  convictions  of  right.  He  had  sixteen  children,  some  of 
whom  are  still  residing  in  the  county. 

Wm.  A.  Welch,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  settled  on  South  Fork 
Dec.  25th,  1849.  The  late  Wm.  S  Berry  settled  four  miles  south 
of  Taylorville  in  1849,  and  died  in  1874  or  '5.     He  was  one  of  the 


most  successful  deer-hunters  of  whom  Christian  county  can  boast, 
having  killed  over  four  hundred  during  the  twenty-five  years  of 
his  life  in  the  county. 

Jacob  Overholt,  largely  known  throughout  the  county,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  Dec.  9th,  1807,  came  to  this  county  in  1851. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  possible  to  name  all  who  were  early  settlers  in 
the  county,  but  we  have  aimed  to  mention  all  the  earliest  and  most 
prominent  in  its  history  and  development.  Many  who  came  re- 
mained but  a  short  time,  when  they  went  back  to  their  old  homes, 
or  moved  away  to  a  newer  country,  as  the  settlements  began  to  fill 
up.  Thus  the  settlers  may  naturally  be  grouped  into  two  classes, 
the  pioneers  and  tiie  permanent  settlers.  As  stated  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  chapter,  the  pioneer  is  not  to  be  despised,  for  he  is  a 
man  with  a  mission.  But  pre.'sing  closely  on  his  footsteps,  came 
the  other  class,  scarcely  less  inured  to  hardships  and  fatigue,  or 
fitted  to  combat  the  dangers  and  difficulties  on  the  frontier,  but 
animated  by  different  hopes,  and  pursuing  a  nobler  ambition. 
These  left  the  abodes  of  civilized  life,  not  from  love  of  adventure 
or  dislike  of  society;  they  came  where  land  was  cheap  and  soil 
rich,  in  search  of  a  permanent  home.  They  brought  with  them  a 
love  of  church,  and  an  appreciation  of  the  bles.sings  of  civilized 
life,  and  the  ''wilderness  and  solitary  place  were  glad  for  them, 
and  the  desert  rejoiced  and  blossomed  as  the  ro.se."  In  the  town- 
ship histories  and  the  biographical  department  may  be  fi)und  more 
fully  recorded  the  characters,  trials  and  struggles  of  the  earlier 
settlers.  The  chapter  on  the  "Civil  History"  treats  fully  of  the 
birth  of  the  county,  and  contains  all  records  pertaining  to  its  origin. 

PIONEER    MARRIAGES. 

The  following  marriages  were  celebrated  within  the  bounds  of 
the  territory  now  embraced  within  the  county  of  Christian.  The 
first  one  recorded  in  the  county  clerk's  office,  in  Springfield,  is  as 
follows : 

o.   .      e-ru-     ■  (  On  the  13th  day  of  Sept.,  1823,  I  solemn- 

State  01  Illinois,  '  •     1  ii  ■  er^  T->-  1  I 

o  .     -,  ized  the  marriage  oi  George  Dickson  and 

Sangamon  county,  J  i-.       •    /^,  "  "^ 

'^  ■    (^iannie  Cooper. 

RivAS  CoEMACK,  M  G.,  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Recorded  the  above  this  24th  day  of  Nov.,  1823. 
Charles  R.  Mathexey, 

Clerk  of  Saiiffamon  county. 

These  parties  lived  on  the  North  Fork.  George  Dickson  after- 
wards was  favorably  known  to  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  county. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  count}'  court  for  many  years;  and  was 
elected  to  other  offices  of  honor.  His  wife  was  a  sister  of  the  pio- 
neer, Ephraim  Cooper,  the  oldest  settler  in  the  north  part  of  the 
county,  in  1820.  It  shows  that  they  were  married  and  given  in 
marriage  in  those  primitive  times.  Another  was  m  the  words  fol- 
lowing: "I  certify  that  on  the  21st  day  of  September,  I  joined  in 
wedlock,  Eli  Matthews  and  Miss  Susanna  Hanon." 

Wm.  Roberts,  M.  G. 

This  was  the  first  pioneer  wedding  in  South  Fork  township. 
The  parties  came  to  the  county  in  1818,  about  the  time  of  the  ad- 
vent of  Martin  Hanon,  the  first  settler  of  the  county.  Here  fol- 
low four  others: — 

Married  Sept.  24th,  1824,  by  Job  Fletcher,  J.  P.,  Moses  Archer 
of  the  North  Fork,  to  Mira  Moffitt. 

July  15th,  1827,  by  John  Kirkpatrick,  'M.  G.  JIartin  of  North 
Fork  to  Patsey  Bagbey. 

Nov.  9lh,  1827,  Gabriel  McKenzie,  of  Flat  Branch  country,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Gray.  Gabriel,  was  ahvays  held  in  the  liveliest 
remembrance  by  the  youngsters  for  his  violin  entertainments  on 
festive  occasions. 
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Sept.  14th,  1828,  James  K.  Lucas,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Harris, 
daughter  of  Esquire  Isaac  Harris,  who  lived  on  his  farm  four  miles 
east  of  Tuvlorville.  This  couple  were  among  the  first  families  to 
settle  in  Taylorville,  after  its  location. 

The  ftillowing  were  among  the  pioneer  ministers  who  preached 
to  the  early  settlers  and  married  parties  at  the  dates  appended  to 
their  names: 

Gilbert  Dodd,  Sept.  25th,  1823,  Rev.  James  Simms,  Dec.  18th, 

1823,  John  M.  Berr)',  July  17th,  ]  824,  Simon  Lindley,  Oct.  31st, 

1824,  Peter  Cartwright,  April  26th,  1825,  John  Alkire,  July  16th, 
1826,  Hiram  Bowman,  May  6th,  1827,  Aaron  Vandeveer,  April 
15th,  1  30. 

After  the  organization  of  Christian  county  the  first  marriage 
licen.se  was  issued  July  10th,  1839,  to  Josepluis  Durbin  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Simpson,  a  daughter  of  Esquire  Richard  Simpson,  of  Bear 
creek  township.  They  were  united  in  wedlock  by  Joseph  P.  Dur- 
bin, J.  P. 

The  third  license  was  is.sued  to  Edward  Bugg  and  Miss  Nancy 
Walker,  Sept,  18th,  1839,  who  wei-e  married  by  the  Rev.  Peter  R. 
Ketcham. 

The  twenty-fifth  was  issued  to  Simon  Brents  and  Miss  Mary 
Blalock,  Nov.  19th,  1840,  by  Eli  Mathews,  J.  P.  This  was  the 
first  marriage  in  Taylorville. 

The  twenty-sixth  wedding  was  that  of  Jnhn  Gilbert  to  Miss 
Clarissa  Ann  Young,  daughter  of  Esquire  E.  .S.  Young,  then  county 
clerk,  January  1st,  1841,  by  Aaron  Vandeveer,  M.  G.  This  was 
the  second  wedding,  and  the  bride,  the  first  death  in  Taylorville. 

VOTING. 

At  the  organization  of  the  county  the  people  voted  viva  voce. 
This  plan,  by  manv,  was  considered  as  the  most  independent  one ; 
others  viewed  it  in  a  diifereut  light.  If  the  .sy.stem  had  no  other 
merit,  it  certainly  gave  a  controlling  influence  to  intriguing  politi- 
cians. With  the  adoption  of  the  ballot  system,  their  power  was 
dwarfed.  In  this  county,  at  that  early  day,  there  were  two  large 
familv  connections,  by  the  name  of  Durbin's  and  Young's.  They 
composed  a  large  portion  of  the  voting  population.  It  was  not  an 
uncommon  remark  that  as  these  two  sections  voted  —  so  weut 
the  election.  Politically  they  were  in  sympathy  with  each  other 
and  with  the  "  Whig  "  party. 

Gavin  Ralston,  an  old  line  Whig,  and  a  candidate  for  the  office 
of  countv  commissioner,  being  interrogated  as  to  his  prospects  for 
an  election,  replied:  "Very  good,  as  both  the  Durbin  and  Young 
wing  are  with  me  in  a  solid  column."  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
say  he  was  elected.  Daniel  Guode  and  William  C.  Brents,  both 
old  settlers  and  political  leaders,  exercised  great  influence  over  the 
parties.  The  constitution  of  1848,  substituted  the  ballot  for  the 
viva  voce  system.  This  worked  well,  and  the  people  have  been 
enabled  to  vote  their  honest  convictions,  without  being  branded  as 
a  "  turn-coat."  The  old  parties  were  well  disciplined  and  very 
])owerl'ul.  If  a  member  of  either  broke  ranks  he  was  soon  hounded 
down  ! 

COURT    ANECDOTES. 

In  the  trials  before  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county, 
many  amusing  incidents  and  anecdotes  have  occurred. 

About  forty  years  ago,  in  the  region  of  Bolivar,  in  the  north- 
western part  of  this  county,  lived  one  John  S.  Thompson,  a  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  was  a  large,  stout,  big-fisted  Kentuckian.  Sam 
Smith  wa-s  brought  before  him  on  a  charge  of  assault  and  battery. 
Sam  soon  became  boisterous,  and  began  to  abuse  the  justice.  Es- 
quire ad  moni.shed  him  to  keep  quiet;  but  all  to  no  purpose.  Sam 
grew  worse  and  worse  until  the  burly  Esquire's  patience  was  ex- 


hausted. "Sam,"  said  the  Esquire,  "I  know  but  little  about  the 
power  the  law  confers  in  keeping  order  in  court,  but  I  know  very 
well  the  power  the  Almighty  has  given  me,  and  .so  shall  you." 
Suiting  the  action  to  his  words,  the  Esquire  seized  a  chair  and  sent 
Sam  whirling  to  the  floor,  and  then  at  the  end  of  his  boots,  relieved 
the  office  of  his  presence.  Smith  then  went  before  another  justice, 
filed  an  affidavit  of  a.ssault  and  battery,  and  had  Esquire  Thompson 
arrested.  The  defense  set  up  a  plea  that  the  ju.?tice  was  a  relative 
to  the  prosecutor,  which  point  was  adjudged  well  taken,  and  the 
justice  entered  a  judgment  of  acquittal.  Not  satisfied  with  the  de- 
cision.   Smith     filed    another    affidavit   before  Esquire    C . 

Thompson  was  again  arrested  and  arraigned  before  the  justice.  He 
employed  counsel,  who  moved  for  his  acquittal  on  the  ground  that 
he  "  could  not  be  put  in  jeopardy  twice  for  the  same  offence,"  under 
the  constitution.  The  Esquire,  after  consulting  various  evidences, 
sustained  the  plea,  and  Esquire  Thompson  was  again  triumphantly 
acquitted.  From  that  time  forward  there  was  as  good  order  in  the 
office  of  Esquire  Thompson  as  in  the  supreme  court-room  of  the 
State  of  Illinoi.s. 

In  another  case,  about  thirty-five  years  ago,  in  the  western  part 
of  the  county,  a  suit    was  instituted  before  Esquire  John  R  *  *  *, 

against  John  W ,  then  residing  within  three  miles  of  Hills- 

boro,  in  Montgomery  county.  Summons  issued  to  constable  Wil- 
liam Torrance,  with  instructions  to  serve  the  same ;  which  he  ac- 
cordingly executed,  and  judgment  was  entered  up,  b}'  the  Esquire, 
for  forty  dollars  and  costs  of  suit.  The  execution  was  issued  in  due 
time  and  constable  Torrance,  who  again  entered  Montgomery 
county,  made  a  levy,  took  a  delivery  bond,  and  in  time  made  the 
debt,  and  returned  the  execution  satisfied  ;  neither  party  knowing 
the  force  of  the  county  lines  between  them. 

-1  Pathetic  Speech  Spoiled. — In  the  case  of  M ,  arraigned  for 

larceny,  his  lawyer,  from  Springfield,  a  bombastic  speaker,  in- 
formed his  client  that  the  case  was  desperate,  and  that  he  must  be 
governed  strictly  by  his  directions.  Said  he,  "  My  speech  will  be 
divided  into  four  parts:  first,  historical;  second  argumentative; 
third,  the  reply  ;  fourth,  the  pathetic.  You  and  your  wife  and 
children  must  sit  quiet  till  I  come  to  the  fourth,  or  pathetic  part; 
and  then  I  want  you  all  to  burst  out  aloud  and  cr)',  groan  and  take 
on  as  I  proceed  to  the  close.  The  moment  I  stop,  rise  and  throw 
your  arms  around  your  wife's  neck,  and  kiss  the  baby."  The  trial 
was  opened;  the  jury  empannelled  and  evidence  heard.  The  pro- 
secuting attorney  opened  the  case  with  a  speech  of  great  power. 
Lawyer  Bombast  rose  with  all  eyes  centered  on  him,  and  began  as 
follows:  "If  the  court  please,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  look  at  my 
client ;  look  at  his  poor  wife  and  little  babe ;  look  at  the  afflicted 
parents,  weighed  down  with  sorrow  and  grief,  sinking  as  it  were  to 
their  graves!  Oh,  gentlemen  of  the  jurv,  can  you  find  it  in  your 
hearts  to  send  him  to  the  Penitentiary?" 

As  he  uttered  these  last  words  the  prisoner  set  up  a  loud  howl, 
threw  his  arms  around  his  wife's  neck,  and  kissed  the  babe,  while 
the  rest  of  the  family  joined  in  the  chorus.  The  lawj-er  was  dumb- 
founded; the  court  lookeil  in  astonishment,  the  jurors  looked  at 
each  other  and  wondered  what  it  all  meant,  but  the  bombast  took 
in  the  situation  at  a  glance,  and  explained  :  "  Nothing,  only  a  mis- 
take of  my  client,  your  honor  and  gentlemen  of  the  jury.  He  mis- 
took the  '  historical '  for  the  '  pathetic '  part  of  my  speech."  The 
blunderer  lost  his  case. 

A  number  of  very  interesting  and  humorous  stories  are  told  of 
William  M.  Thomas,  J.  P. ;  two  or  three  of  which  we  will  relate. 
In  a  trial  before  him  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gunn,  was  a  witness. 
The  man  hesitated  not  a  little  and  seemed  unwilling,  after  much 
persistent   questioning,  to   tell  what   he  really  knew  ;    when   the 
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Esquire  became  impatient  and  said — "  Come.Mi"-  Gunn,  don't  hang 
fire  1  "  After  the  examination  closed  the  bystanders  were  convulsed 
with  laughter  by  the  old  Esquire  adding— "Mr.  Gunn,  you  can  go 
of}",  you're  discharged  !  " 

The  Esquire  is  also  credited  with  the  following  decision :—"  The 
fiict  is,  Peter  Smith,  the  jail  is  an  old  rickety  affair,  as  cold  as  an 
iron  wedge.  You  applied  to  this  court  for  release  on  bail,  giving  it 
as  your  opinion,  that  you  would  freeze  to  death  there.  It  is  the 
desire  of  this  court  to  be  humane;  and  as  the  weather  has  not 
moderated,  and  to  keep  you  from  freezing,  I  will  direct  the  sheriff 
to  hang  you  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon." 

In  another  case  before  Thomas, — James  Fundcrburk  vs.  Sam 
Brents, — In  trial  of  Right  of  Property.  It  was  a  jury  case,  com- 
posed of  old  Dicky  Simpson  and  others.      Capt.  H ,  suggested 

to  the  plaintiff,  to  take  a  jug  of  good  old  bourbon  and  treat  the 
court  and  jury.  Fundcrburk  acted  on  the  suggestion,  and  it  proved 
to  be  a  happy  thought.  The  court  drank  ;  the  jury  drank,  and  all 
felt  good.  The  Esquire  gave  an  inkling  of  his  decision  in  advance. 
He  said,  "  There's  no  use  going  into  trial  in  this  case,  for  the  Right 
of  Property  is  not  in  Sara  Brents,  and  he  is  subject  to  the  execution 
by  G — d,  sir." 

The  jury  nodded  assent;  as  they  were  in  a  nodding  mood.  The 
constable  retained  possession  of  the  property,  and  the  plaiutiH', 
Fundcrburk,  got  his  raone}'. 

Another  case  before  Esquire  Thompson,  in  which  Benjamin 
Williams  was  defendant.  The  trial  did  not  result  to  the  satisfaction 
of  said  defendant,  and  he  charged  that  the  Esquire  did  not  do  him 
justice.  His  insulting  remarks  were  overheard  by  the  esquire,  and 
on  his  coming  out  of  the  court-house,  he  gathered  hold  of  a  hoop- 
pole,  exclaiming,  "  By  G— d  sir,  I'll  give  you  a  more  substantial 
justice!  "  and  lampooned  him  most  unmercifully. 

Lc  Roy  Hill,  of  Sangamon,  was  a  defendant  in  a  suit  instituted 
before  Tiiompson.  He  asked  for  a  change  of  vtnue,  giving  as  a 
reason  that  "  he  didn't  like  to  be  tried  by  steam  ;  "  over  which  the 
Esquire  became  wrathy,  and  "  by  the  eternal,"  swore  a  perfect  streak ! 
However  the  change  was  granted  and  the  case  taken  before  another 
justice. 

THE    "bull    pen,"    or    PUGILISTIC    TIMES. 

No  sooner  had  the  county  seat  been  located  than  it  became  a 
rallying  point  for  all  the  belligerent  spirits  of  the  county.     Ben 

W and   William    W had   a    tight    a    few  minutes 

after  the  "locating  peg"  had  been  driven  by  the  Commissioners. 
This  was  the  inauguration  of  affrays  which  continued  for  several 
years  at  the  county  seat,  greatly  to  its  discredit.  Persons  harboring 
ill-feelings  or  any  grievances  against  a  neighbor,  would,  on  meet- 
ing him,  throw  out  a  challenge  to  meet  on  "muster  day,"  or  some 
other  public  occasion  and  settle  the  matter.  Time  did  not  seem  to 
abate  their  hostility  ;  the  hate  once  engendered,  still  rankled  in 
their  bosoms,  and  public  opinion  deferred  to  this  mode  of  settling 
old  grudges,  and  it  required  no  little  moral  courage  to  with.stand  it. 
The  condiatants  at  the  appointed  tinip,  would,  with  their  friends,  be 
on  hand;  draw  their  coats,  gird  their  loins  and  enter  tiie''bull 
pen," — which  at  that  time  consisted  of  the  public  .square,  in  the 
absence  of  a  "  stray  pen."  It  was  not  uncommon  for  a  half  dozen 
such  cases  to  be  adjusted  in  one  day.  On  such  occasions,  large 
crowds  often  assembled,  and  there  was  usually  on  hand  a  bountiful 
supply  of  "  sod  e(jrn." 

Capt.  H ,  was  sure  to  be  present  with  liis  twn-wheilrd  cart, 

containing  a  cask  of  "  tangle-foot,'' and  his  .stentorian  voice  could 
be  heard  far  and  near  to  repeat — "  '  ho  all  ye  thirsty  come  and  drink.' 
It  is  warranted  to  keep  you  cool  in  the  summer  and  warm  in  the 


winter.  Indians  say  there  are  "  fifty  fights  in  every  barrel  of  '  fire 
water.'  " 

There  were  times  when  some  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the 
county  w'ould  be  engaged  in  these  melees.  It  was  on  one  of  these 
memorable  occasions,  when  Gabriel  and  others  were  engaged,  that 

Thomas ,  county  collector,  supposing  himself  clothed  with 

the  necessary  authority,  mounted  the  court-house  steps  and  in  tones 
of  thunder  "commanded  the  peace"  His  admonitions  not  being 
heeded,  he  threw  off  his  coat,  waded  in,  exclaiming  that  he  would 

"  be  d d  if  he  didn't  have  peace  I  "  and  made  for  Gabriel,  when 

he  suddenly  "  right  about  fiiced  "  and  left  on  "  double  quick,"  with 
his  long  ringlets  streaming  in  the  air,  as  the  excited  crowd  and  the 
captain's  commissary  closed  in  the  rear !  These  sovereigns  would 
suffer  no  interference  on  these  warlike  occasions.  It  was  looked 
npon  as  cowardly  to  use  knives  and  pistols,  and  it  was  very  seldom 
that  such  was  the  case. 

THE    MILITIA    Sy.STEM. 

In  the  earlier  history  of  the  county  the  military  spirit  ran  high, 
and  many  aspirants  for  position  used  it  as  a  "  stepping-stone  "  to 
power.  Previous  to  the  formation  of  the  county,  the  people  had  to 
travel  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  to  Rochester  to  do  military  duty. 
This  was  a  great  inconvenience,  and  at  length  the  county  was  laid 
ofl'  into  military  districts.  Elections  were  ordered  in  each  of  the 
company  districts  for  one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant  and  one  en- 
sign. Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  county,  the  following 
order  was  issued : — 

'•  Mii.iTi.v  IN  D.iXE,  Notice. 
Lient.  Col.  White's  Reglnii'iit,  incliuling  all  the  coiinlv  of  Dane,  will  parade 
for  Review  and  Inspection  at  Taylorville,  on  Friday,  June  27,  1S39. 

By  order,  A.  G.  Henry, 
SprinyfidJ,  III.  Brigade  Major." 

By  this  order,  the  captains  were  required  to  be  in  the  field  with 
their  respective  commands,  "  armed  and  equipped  as  the  law  directs." 
The  great  and  memorable  day  came.  The  parade  ground  was 
early  filled  with  waving  plumes  and  crowds  of  anxious  citizens. 
The  ground  where  Taylorville  had  been  located  a  month  pre- 
vious, was  dotted  over  with  white  tents.  Soon  the  adjutant  on 
a  splendid  grey  charger  came  galloping  into  the  field  with  orders  : 
"  Officers  to  your  places,  marshal  your  men  into  companies,  separa- 
ting the  barefooted  from  those  who  have  shoes.  Placing  those  who 
have  guns,  sticks  and  corn-stalks  in  separate  platoons,  and  then 
form  the  line  ready  to  receive  your  superior  officers."  Thomas  P. 
Bond  had  been  elected  colonel  of  the  regiment.  The  order  was 
executed  Col.  Bond  was  seen  coming  in  the  distance  accompanied 
by  the  old  Lieut.  Colonel,  with  his  aids.  The  lines  were  wheeled 
into  a  column  and  made  to  perform  some  fine  military  evolutions, 
and  were  eventually  brought  into  position  for  review  by  the  colonel 
and  his  staff. 

The  grand  column  then  moved  with  the  colonel  at  its  head,  to  a 
field  half  a  mile  west  of  town,  with  its  bayonets,  sticks  and  corn- 
stalks glittering  in  the  sunshine. 

After  exhibiting  a  fine  inilitaiT  display,  they  were  formed  into 
line  of  battle,  under  the  command  of  the  gallant  colonel,  and  a 
sham  battle,  with  corn-stalks  was  fought,  with  great  fury,  much  to 
the  delight  of  the  by-standers. 

Sim  Brents  was  placed  under  arms  by  his  commanding  officer 
for  disobedience  of  orders,  in  not  poising  his  corn-stalk  at  an  angle 
of  forty-five  degrees,  in  accordance  with  military  usage.  A  guard 
was  placed  over  him,  who  was  compelled  to  holil  an  umbrella  over 
his  head  to  protect  him  from  the  intolerable  heat  of  the  sun,  then 
96'  F.  in  the  shade. 
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"  THE    DEEP    SNOW." 

The  deep  snow  occurred  in  the  winter  of  18.j0-o1.  At  th:it 
period  the  territory  now  embraced  in  Christian  county  was  spar^elv 
settled.  The  roads  were  merely  trails  or  bye- paths;  and  the  houses 
of  the  settlers  were  log-cabins,  and  of  a  rude  style  of  architecture, 
and  the  larder  was  not  well  supi)lied  with  sufficient  provisions  to 
carry  the  settler  and  his  family  through  the  winter.  This  beino- 
the  case,  much  suftering  occurred.  The  "  deep  snow  "  is  one  of  the 
land-marks  of  the  early  settler.  It  is  the  mile-stone,  so  to  speak, 
from  which  he  counts,  in  dating  event?.  He  sometimes  relies  upon 
it  in  recounting  the  date  of  his  coming,  his  marriage,  and  the  birth 
of  his  children.  The  deep  snow  was  an  important  and  very  extra- 
ordinary phenomenon.  Nothing  has  equalled  it  in  this  latitude  for 
the  last  century — if  the  Indians'  traditions  are  correct  as  to  what 
occurred  before  the  advent  of  the  white  man.  The  Indians  had  a 
tradition  that  about  seventy-five  years  before,  a  snow  fell  which 
swept  away  the  immense  herds  of  bufl'alo  and  elk  that  then  roamed 
over  these  prairies.  This  tradition  was  verified  by  the  vast  quan- 
tity of  buffido  and  elk  bones  found  on  the  prairies  in  diHerent 
localities  when  first  visited  by  white  men. 

The  snow  began  falling  early  in  autumn,  and  continued  at  inter- 
vals, throughout  the  entire  winter.  The  snow  falls  would  be  suc- 
ceeded by  heavy  sleet,  forming  crusts  of  ice  between  tlie  layers  of 
snow,  strong  enough  in  many  places  to  bear  up  the  deer  and  hunter. 
Frequently  for  weeks  the  sun  was  not  visible,  and  the  cold  was  so 
intense  that  not  a  particle  of  snow  would  melt  on  the  sides  of  the 
cabins  facing  the  south.  For  weeks  people  were  blockaded  or  housed 
up,  and  remained  so  until  starvation  compelled  them  to  go  forth  in 
search  of  food.  Great  suffering,  hunger  and  untold  hardships  were 
endured  by  the  people.  Game,  such  as  deer,  prairie  chickens, 
quails,  rabbits,  &c.,  before  that  time  had  been  abundant,  but  for 
years  afterwards  was  very  scarce,  having  perished  in  tiie  snow.  As 
the.  snow  would  thaw,  deer  were  often  caught  and  killed  without 
the  aid  of  fire  arms,  being  unable  to  get  through  the  snow  or  walk 
on  top.  Later  in  winter,  when  the  mass  of  snow  or  ice  had  become 
compact,  fences  that  were  staked  and  ridered  were  driven  over  with 
heavily  loaded  vehicles,  and,  in  fact  the  old  settlers  say  in  places 
could  not  be  .seen.  The  snow  in  manj-  places,  where  not  drifted,  was 
three  to  five  feet  deep.  In  the  spring,  when  this  immense  amouLt 
of  snow  melted,  the  river  streams  and  marshes  became  flooded. 

THE    "  SUDDEN    FREEZE." 

The  writer,  in  conversing  with  a  lady,  an  old  settler,  elicited 
from  her  the  following  facts  and  recollections  relative  to  this  won- 
derful and  extraordinary  atmospheric  phenomenon,  which  occurred 
a  little  after  noon  one  day  in  January,  183G.  The  lady  .says,  she 
and  her  family  had  finisbed  the  noon-day  meal,  and  were  sitting 
around  and  in  front  of  the  old-fashioned  large  open  fire-i)lace, 
enjoying  its  generous  warmth,  chatting  and  discussing  the  state  of 
the  weather,  as  during  the  morning  it  had  been  snowing  and  raining 
a  little: — presently  the  lady  in  looking  from  the  window  in  her 
cabin,  noticed  a  heavy  black  cloud  lying  oil'  to  the  west,  whick 
seemed  to  be  rapidly  approaching.  Needing  some  water  she  took  a 
bucket  and  went  to  the  well,  at  a  distance  of  about  a  100  yard-, 
lowering  the  bucket  with  a  long  "sweep"  then  used  in  drawing  the 
water,  filled  it,  and  starte  1  for  the  house.  Before  reaching  the 
house  the  wind  and  rain  struck  her;  blew  and  up;et  a  portion  of 
the  water  on  her  clothing;  the  cold  air  seemed  to  cut  like  a  knife, 
and  before  she  reached  the  house,  her  dress  and  apron  were  frozen 
stiff"  in  a  solid  sheet  of  ice.  Ponds  which  a  moment  before  were 
free  from  the  ice,  were  frozen  in  a  solid  mass  in  a  few  minutes. 
Many  persons  were  frozen  to  death  who  happoneil  to  be  caught 
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away  from  home ;  and  many  others,  before  they  could  get  to  a  place 
of  shelter,  had  their  faces,  cars,  hands  and  feel  frozen.  Imme- 
diately preceding  the  storm  the  ground  had  been  slightlv  Covered 
witli  snow,  which  from  rain  falling  in  the  morning  had  becojne 
"slushy."  Cattle,  that  were  in  the  fiul.l.<,  were  held  fast  by  the 
"slush"  freezing  about  their  feet;  and  it  became  nece.«sary  to  cut 
away  the  ice  to  liberate  them.  Ducks  and  geese  were  imprisoned  in 
the  same  way.  It  wa-  .-carrdy  ti-n  minutes  after  the  cold  wavg 
swept  over  the  phicf,  that  the  water  and  melting  snow  was  hard 
enough  to  bear  up  a  man  on  horseback. 

Thus  have  we  briefly  sketched  a  few  of  the  incidents  that  occur- 
red in  the  early  historv  of  the  count  v. 


CHAPTER   IV. 

CUSTOMS    OF  EARLY  DAYS. 

HABITS  AN-D  MODES  OF  LIVIXG  OF  THE  PIONEERS  AND  FIRST  SETTLERS. 

riT  is  a  trite  but  true  proverb  that  "Times  change,  and 
WO  change  with  them  ;"  and  it  is  well  illustrated  by 
'X)\     the  changes  in  dress,  condition  and   life,  that  have 
taken  jilace  in  tliis  county  in  less  than  half  a  cen- 
tury.    We  doubt  not  that  these  changes,  as  a  whole, 
are  for  the  better. 

To  the  old  man,  indeed,  whose  life-work  is  accomplished,  and 
whose  thoughts  dwell  mainly  on  the  past,  where  his  treasures  are, 
•  there  are  no  days  like  the  old  days,  and  no  song  awakens  so 
responsive  an  echo  in  his  heart  as  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 

The  very  skies  that  arch  above  his  gray  head  .seem  less  blue 
to  his  dimmed  eye  than  they  did  wlien,  in  the  adoration  of  his 
young  heart, he  directed  to  them  his  gaze;  the  woods  appear  less 
green  and  inviting  than  when  in  the  gaiety  of  boyhood  he  courted 
their  cool  deaths;  and  the  songs  of  their  feathered  inhabitants 
fall  le.-s  melodiously  upon  his  car.  He  marks  the  changes  that 
are  everywhere  visible,  and  feels  like  crying  out  in  the  language 
of  the  poet: 

"Balcwanl.  turn  iKickwiirJ,  nli.  Time,  in  tljy  fli^-lit!" 

It  i~  natural  for  tlie  aged  to  sigh  for  a  return  of  the  jiast,  nor 
would  we  attempt  the  hojielcss  task  of  convincing  them  that  with 
the  changes  of  the  years  there  have  come  also  an  increase  in 
happiness,  an  improvement  in  social  life,  a  progress  in  education, 
an  advancement  in  morality,  and  a  tendency  upward  in  all  that 
relates  to  the  welfare  of  mankind. 

We  may  learn  useful  lessons,  however,  from  a  studv  of  tliat 
land  over  which  the  pardonable  and  fond  imagination  of  the  old 
settler  has  thrown  the  "light  that  never  was  on  sea  or  land,"  if, 
■withdrawing  ourselves  from  the  dizzy  activities  of  the  present 
dav,  we  let  the  old  settler  take  us  by  the  hand  and  lead  us  back 
into  the  regions  of  his  youlh,  that  we  ma}'  ob-serve  the  life  of 
tho.so  who  founded  a  grand  empire  in  a  great  wilderness.  L'.'t  us 
leave  the  prow  of  the  rushing  ship,  from  which  may  be  discerned 
a  mightv  future  rich  in  [inmiises  and  bright  with  liope,  and  take 
our  place  upon  the  stei-ii  and  gaze  backward,  into  the  beautiful 
land  of  the  jiast. 

No  diiubt  we  shall  be  led  to  regret  the  absence  among  us  of 
some  of  the  virtues  of  dwellers  in  those  early  days.  Gone  is  that 
free-hearted  hospitality  which  made  of  every  settler's  cabin  an  inn 
where  the  belated  and  wear}-  traveler  found  entertainment  with- 
out money  and  without  price.  Gone  is  that  community  of  senti- 
ment which  made  neighbors  indeed  neighbors;  that  era  of  kind- 
Iv  feeling  which  was  marked  b_v  the  almost  entire  absence  of  liti- 
tration. 
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Gone,  too,  some  say,  is  that  simple,  strong,  upright,  honest 
integrity  wliich  was  so  marlied  a  characteristic  of  tlie  pioneer. 

So  rapid  has  been  tlie  improvement  in  macliinery,  and  the 
progress  in  the  arts  and  tlieir  application  to  the  needs  of  man, 
that  a  study  of  the  manner  in  which  people  lived  and  worked 
only  fifty  years  ago  seems  like  the  study  of  a  remote  age. 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  while  a  majority  of  settlers 
were  poor,  that  poverty  carried  with  it  no  crushing  sense  of  de- 
gradation like  that  felt  by  the  very  \hm-  of  our  age.  They  lived 
in  a  cabin,  it  i.-;  true,  but  it  was  their  oun,  and  had  been  reared 
bv  their  hands.  Their  house,  too,  while  inconvenient  and  far 
from  watcr-proot"  was  built  in  the  prevailing  style  of  architecture, 
and  would  compare  favorably  witii  the  homes  of  their  neighbors. 
They  were  destitute  of  many  of  the  conveniences  of  life,  and  of 
some  things  that  are  now  considered  necessaries;  but  they 
patiently  endured  their  lot  and  hopefully  looked  forward  to  bct- 
tei-.  They  had  plenty  to  wear  as  protection  against  tlie  weather, 
and  an  abundance  of  wholesome  food.  They  sat  down  to  a  rude 
table  to  cat  from  tin  or  pewter  dishes;  but  the  meat  tlicreon 
spread — the  fh'sh  of  the  deer  or  bear,  of  the  wild  duck  or  turkey, 
of  the  quail  or  squirrel — was  superior  to  that  we  eat,  and  had 
been  won  by  the  skill  of  the  head  of  the  house  or  of  his 
viirorous  sons  The  bread  they  ate  was  made  from  corn  or  wheat 
of  their  own  raising.  They  walked  the  green  carpet  of  the  grand 
prairie  or  forest  that  surrounded  them,  not  with  the  air  of  a  beg- 
gar, but  with  the  elastic  step  of  a  self-respected  freeman.* 

The  settler  brought  with  him  the  keen  axe,  which  was  indis- 
pensable, and  the  equally  necessary  rifle;  the  first  his  w'capon  of 
offence  against  the  forests  that  skirted  the  water  courses,  and 
near  which  he  made  his  home;  the  second  tluit  of  defence  fi-om 
the  attacks  of  his  foe,  the  cunning  child  of  the  forest  and  prairie. 
His  first  labor  was  to  fell  trees  and  erect  his  unpretentious  cabin, 
which  was  rudely  made  of  logs,  and  in  the  raising  of  which  he 
had  the  cheerful  aid  of  his  neighbors.  It  was  usually  from  four- 
teen to  sixteen  feet  square,  and  never  larger  than  twenty  feet, 
and  was  fre(iuently  budt  entirely  without  glass,  nails,  hinges  or 
locks. 

The  manner  of  building  was  as  follows:  First,  large  logs  were 
laid  in  position  as  sills;  on  these  were  placed  strong  sleepers,  and 
on  the  sleepers  were  laid  the  rough  hewed  puncheons,  which  were 
to  serve  as  floors.  The  logs  were  then  built  up  till  the  proper 
height  for  the  caves  was  reached;  then  on  the  ends  of  the  build- 
ing were  placed  poles,  longer  than  the  other  end  logs,  which 
projected  some  eighteen  or  more  inches  over  the  sides,  and  were 
called  "buting-pole  sleepers;"  on  the  projecting  ends  of  these  was 
placed  the  "butting-pole,"  which  served  to  give  the  line  to  the 
first  row  of  clap-boards.  These  were,  as  a  matter  of  course,  split, 
and  as  the  gables  of  the  cabin  were  built  up,  were  so  laid  ou  as 
to  lap  a  third  of  their  length.  They  were  often  kept  in  place  by 
the  weight  of  a  heavy  pole,  which  was  laid  across  the  roof  paral- 
lel to  the  ridge-pole.  The  house  was  then  chinked,  and  daubed 
with  a  coarse  mortar. 

A  huge  fire  place  was  built  in  at  one  end  of  the  house,  in 
■which  fire  was  kindled  for  cooking  purposes,  for  the  settlers  gen- 
erally were  without  stoves,  and  which  furnished  the  needed 
warmth  in  winter.  The  ceiling  above  was  sometimes  covered 
with  the  ]ielts  of  the  raccoon,  opossum,  and  of  the  wolf,  to  add  to 


«Tllc whole  eountry.now  doltod  with  smiling  farms  anJ  ha 
by  railroads  and  telegraph  wiros,  was  a  wilderness,  consist 
which  stretelipd  away  in  billowy  vastness  like  a  congealed  oe 
courses  was  a  fringe  of  titiiber,  and  occasionally  was  to  be  see 
grants  came;  some  in  carts,  the  children  packed  like  sardii 
wagons,  and  some  on  horseback  with  pack-horses. 


ages, traversed 
efly  of  prairie, 
long  the  water- 


the  warmth  of  the  dwelling.  Sometimes  the  soft  inner  bark  of 
the  buss  wood  was  used  for  the  same  purpose.  The  cabin  was 
lighted  by  means  of  greased  paper-window.s.  A  log  would  be 
left  out  along  one  side,  and  sheets  of  strong  paper,  well  greased 
with  coon-grease  or  bear  oil,  would  be  carefully  tacked  in. 

The  above  description  only  applies  to  the  very  earliest  times, 
before  the  rattle  of  thesawmill  was  heard  within  our  borders. 

The  furniture  comported  admirably  with  the  house  itself,  and 
hence,  if  not  elegant,  was  in  most  perfect  taste.  The  tables  had 
four  legs,  and  were  rudely  made  from  a  puncheon.  Their  seats 
were  stools  having  three  or  four  legs.  The  bedstead  was  in 
keeping  with  the  rest,  and  was  often  so  contrived  as  to  permit  it 
to  be  drawn  up  and  fastened  to  the  wall  during  the  day,  thus 
afli'ording  more  room  to  the  family.  The  entire  furniture  was 
simple,  and  was  framed  with  no  other  tool  than  the  axe  and  au- 
ger. Each  was  his  own  carpenter;  and  some  displayed  consid- 
erable ingenuity  in  the  construction  of  implements  of  agriculture, 
aud  utensils,  and  furniture  for  the  kitchen  and  house.  Knives 
and  forks  they  sometimes  had,  and  sometimes  had  not.  The 
common  table-knife  was  the  pack-knife  or  butcher-knife.* 
Horse  collars  were  sometimes  made  of  the  plaited  husk  of  the 
maizs  sewed  together.  They  were  easy  on  the  neck  of  the  horse, 
and  if  tug-traces  were  used,  would  last  a  long  while.  Horses 
were  not  used  very  much,  however,  and  oxen  were  almost  exclu- 
sively used.  In  some  instances  carts  and  wagons  were  con- 
structed or  repaired  by  the  self-reliant  settler  ;  and  the  woful 
creaking  of  the  untarred  axles  could  be  heard  at  a  great  dis- 
ance. 

The  women  correspondcil  well  with  the  description  of  the 
virtuous  ivoman  in  the  last  chapter  of  Proverbs,  for  they  "  sought 
wool  and  flax,  and  worked  willingly  with  their  hands."  They 
did  not,  it  is  true,  make  for  themselves  ''coverings  of  tapestry," 
nor  could  it  be  said  of  them  that  their  "  clothing  was  silk  and 
purple;"  but  they  "  rose  while  it  was  yet  night,  and  gave  meat 
unto  their  household,"  and  they  '•  girded  their  loins  with  strength 
and  strengtheneil  their  arms."  They  looked  well  to  tlie  ways  of 
their  householil  and  ate  not  the  bread  of  idleness.  They  laid 
"their  hands  to  the  spindle  and  to  the  distaff,"  aud  "strength 
and  honor  were  in  their  clothing." 

In  these  days  of  furbelows  and  flounces,  when  from  twenty  to 
thirty  yards  are  required  b}'  one  fair  damsel  for  a  dress,  it  is  re- 
freshing 10  know  that  the  ladies  of  that  ancient  time  considered 
eight  yards  an  extravagant  amount  to  put  into  one  dress.  The 
dress  was  usually  made  plain  with  four  widths  in  the  skirt,  the 
two  front  ones  cut  gored.  The  waist  was  made  very  short,  and 
across  the  shoulders  behind  was  a  draw-string.  The  sleeves  were 
enormously  large,  and  tapered  from  shoulder  to  wrist,  and  the 
most  fashionable — for  fashion,  like  love,  rules  alike  the  "court 
and  grove" — were  padded  so  as  to  resemble  a  bolster  at  the 
upper  part  and  were  known  as  "mutton  legs,"  or  "sheep  shank 
sleeves-  '  The  sleeve  was  kept  in  shape  often  by  a  heavily 
starched  lining.  Tho.=e  who  could  aftbrd  it  used  feathers,  which 
gave  the  sleeve  the  appearance  of  an  inflated  balloon  from  elbow 
up,  and  were  known  as  "pillow-sleeves." 

Many  bows  and  some  ribbons  were  worn,  but  scarcely  any 
jewelry.  The  tow  dress  was  superseded  by  the  cotton  gown. 
Around  the  neck,  instead  of  a  lace  collar  or  elegant  ribbon,  there 
was  disposed  a  copperas  colored  neck-kerchief. 

In  going    to  church    or    other    public    gathering   in    summer 


*  Wooden  vessels,  either  dug  oi 
ion  use  for  bowls,  out  of  which  i 
upper.    A  gourd  formed  the  dril 


it  or  coopered,  and  called  "  noggins," 
ach  member  of  the  family  ate  mush 
king  cup. 
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weather,  they  sometimes  walked  bnrefoot  till  near  their  destina- 
tion, when  they  would  put  on  their  shoes  or  moccasins.  They 
were  contented  and  even  happy  without  any  of  the  elegant 
articles  of  dress.  Ruffles,  fine  laces,  silk  hats,  kid  gloves,  taise 
curls,  rings,  combs  and  jewels,  were  nearly  unknown,  nor  did  the 
lack  of  them  vex  their  souls.  Many  of  them  were  grown  before 
they  ever  saw  the  interior  of  a  well-supplied  dry-goods  store. 
They  were  reared  in  simplicity,  lived  in  simplicity,  and  were 
happy  in  simplicity. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  speak  more  specifically  regarding 
cookery  and  diet.  Wild  meat  was  plentiful.  The  settlers  gen- 
erally brought  some  food  with  them  to  last  till  a  crop  could  be 
raised.  Small  patches  of  Indian  corn  were  raised,  which,  in  the 
earliest  days  of  the  settlements,  was  beaten  in  a  mortar.  The 
meal  was  made  into  a  coarse  but  wholesome  bread,  on  which  the 
teeth  could  not  be  very  tightly  shut  on  account  of  the  grit  it 
contained.  Johnny-cake  and  poues  were  served  up  at  dinner, 
while  mush  and  milk  was  the  favorite  dish  for  supper.  In  the 
fire-place  hung  the  crane,  and  the  dutchovcn  was  used  in  baking. 
The  streams  abounded  in  fish,  which  formed  a  healthful  article 
of  food.  Many  kinds  of  greens,  such  as  dock  and  polk,  were 
eaten.  The  "truck-patch"  furnished  roasting  ears,  pumpkins, 
beans,  squashes  and  potatoes,  and  these  were  used  by  all.  For 
reaping-bees,  log-rollings,  and  house-raisings,  the  standard  dish 
was  pot-pie.  Cofl^ee  and  tea  were  used  sparingly,  as  thcv  were 
very  dear,  and  the  hardy  pioneer  thought  them  a  drink  fit  only 
for  women  and  children.  They  said  it  would  not  "stick  to  the 
ribs."  Maple-sugar  was  much  used,  and  honey  was  only  five 
cents  a  pound.  Butter  was  the  same  price,  while  eggs  were  three 
cents.  The  utmost  good  feeling  prevailed.  If  one  killed  hogs 
all  shared.  Chickens  were  to  be  seen  in  great  numbers  around 
every  doorway;  and  the  gabble  of  the  turkey  and  the  quack  of 
the  duck  were  heard  in  the  land.  Nature  contributed  of  her 
fruits.  Wild  grapes  and  plums  were  to  be  found  in  their  sea- 
son, along  the  streams. 

The  women  manufactured  nearly  all  the  clothing  worn  by  the 
family.  In  cool  weather  gowns  made  of  "linsey-woolsey  '  were 
worn  by  the  ladies.  The  chain  was  of  cotton  and  the  filling  of 
wool.  The  fabric  was  usually  plaid  or  striped,  and  the  differing 
colors  were  blended  according  to  the  taste  and  fancy  of  the  fair 
maker.  Colors  were  blue,  copperas,  turkey-red,  light  blue,  etc. 
Every  house  contained  a  card-loom  and  spinning-wheels,  which 
were  considered  by  the  women  as  necessary  for  them  as  the  rifle 
for  the  men.  Several  different  kinds  of  cloth  were  made  Cloth 
was  woven  from  cotton.  The  rolls  were  bought  and  spun,  on  little 
and  big  wheels,  into  two  kinds  of  thread;  one  the  "chain,"  the 
other  the  "filling."  The  more  experienced  onl_y  spun  the  chain  ; 
the  younger  the  filling.  Two  kinds  of  loom  were  in  use.  The 
most  primitive  in  construction  was  called  the  "side-loom."  The 
frame  of  it  consisted  of  two  pieces  of  scantling  running  obliquely 
from  the  floor  to  the  wall.  Later,  the  frame-loom,  which  was  a 
great  improvement  over  the  other,  came  into  use. 

The  men  and  boys  wore  "jeans''  and  linsey-woolsey  hunting 
shirts.     The  "jeans"  were  colored  either  light-blue  or  butternut. 

Many  times  when  the  men  gathered  to  a  log-rolling  or  barn-" 
raising,  the  women  w'ould  assemble,  bringing  their  spinning- 
wheels  with  them.  In  this  way  sometimes  as  many  as  ton  or 
twelve  would  gather  in  one  room,  and  the  pleasant  voices  of  the 
fair  spinners  were  mingled  with  the  low  hum  of  the  spinning- 
wheels.     "  Oh !  golden  early  days !  " 

Such  articles  of  apparel  as  could  not  be  manufactured  were 
brought   to   them   from   the  nearest  store  bv   the   mail  carrier. 


These  were  few,  however.  The  men  and  boys,  in  many  instances, 
wore  pantaloons  made  of  the  dressed  skin  of  the  deer,  which  then 
swarmed  the  prairies  in  large  herds.  The  young  man  who 
desired  to  look  captivating  to  the  eye  of  the  maiden  whom  he 
loved,  had  his  "  bucks"  fringed,  which  lent  them  a  not  unplcasing 
effl'ct.  ISIeal-sacks  were  also  made  of  buckskin.  Caps  were 
made  of  the  skins  of  the  wolf,  fox,  wild-cat  and  musk-rat,  tanned 
with  the  fur  on.  The  tail  of  the  fox  or  wolf  often  hung  down  the 
top  of  the  cap,  lending  the  wearer  a  jaunty  air.  Both  sexes  wore 
moccasins,  which  in  dry  weather  were  an  excellent  substitute  for 
shoes.  There  were  no  shoemakers,  and  each  family  made  its  own 
shoes. 

The  settlers  were  separated  from  their  neighbors  often  by 
miles.  There  wore  no  church-houses  or  regular  services  of  any 
kind  to  call  them  together  ;  hence,  no  doubt,  the  cheerfulness  with 
which  they  accepted  invitations  to  a  house-raising,  or  a  log-roll- 
ing, or  a  corn-husking,  or  a  bee  of  any  kind.  To  attend  these 
gatherings  they  would  go  ten  and  sometimes  more  miles. 

Generally  with  the  invitation  to  the  men  went  one  to  the  wo- 
men, to  come  to  a  quilting.  The  good  woman  of  the  house  where 
the  festivities  were  to  take  place  would  be  busily  engaged  for  a 
da}'  or  more  in  preparation  for  the  coming  guests.  Great  quanti- 
ties of  provisions  were  to  be  prepared,  for  ch-spepsia  was  unknown 
to  the  pioneer,  and  good  appetites  were  the  rule  and  not  the  ex- 
ception. 

"The  bread  used  at  these  frolics  was  baked  generally  on 
Johnny  or  Joiirnei/  cake  boards,  and  is  tlic  best  corn-bread  ever 
made.  A  board  is  made  smooth,  about  two  feet  long  and  eight 
inches  wide — the  ends  are  generally  rouuded.  The  dough  is 
spread  out  on  this  board,  and  placed  leaning  before  the  fire. 
One  side  is  baked,  and  then  the  dough  is  changed  on  the  board, 
so  the  other  side  is  presented,  in  its  turn,  to  the  fire.  This  is 
Johnny-cuke,  and  is  good  if  the  proper  materials  are  put  in  the 
dough,  and  it  is  properly  baked." — Beynoltk'  History. 

At  all  log-rollings  and  house-raisings  it  was  customary  to  pro- 
vide liquor.  Excesses  were  not  indulged  in,  however.  The 
fiddler  was  never  forgotten.  After  the  day's  work  had  been 
accomplished,  out  doors  and  in,  by  men  and  women,  the  floor 
was  cleared  and  the  merry  dance  began.  The  handsome,  stal- 
wart young  men,  whose  fine  forms  were  the  result  of  their  manly 
out-door  life,  clad  in  fringed  buckskin  breeches  and  gaudily 
colored  hunting-shirts,  led  Ibrth  the  bright-eyed,  buxom  damsels, 
attired  in  neatly-fitting  linsey-woolsey  garments,  to  the  dance, 
their  cheeks  glowing  with  health  and  eyes  speaking  of  enjoy- 
ment, and  perhaps  of  a  tenderer  emotion. 

The  following  description  of  a  "Shucking"  of  the  olden  time 
is  taken  from  Bei/nohh'  Pioneer-Hhtory  of  Illinois. • 

"In  pure  pioneer  times  the  crops  of  corn  were  never  husked 
on  the  stalk,  as  is  done  at  this  day,  but  were  hauled  home  in  the 
husk  and  thrown  iu  a  heap,  generally  by  the  side  of  the  crib,  so 
that  the  ear.s,  when  husked,  could  be  thrown  direct  into  the  crib. 
The  whole  neighborhood,  male  and  female,  were  invited  to  the 
shuekiny,  as  it  was  called.  The  girls,  and  many  of  the  married 
ladies,  generally  engaged  in  this  amusing  work. 

"In  the  first  place  two  leading  expert  buskers  were  chosen  as 
captains,  and  the  heap  of  corn  divided  as  nearly  equal  as  po.^si- 
ble.  Rails  were  laid  across  the  pile  so  as  to  designate  the  divi- 
sion ;  and  then  each  captain  chose,  alternately,  his  corps  of 
buskers,  male  and  female.  The  whole  number  of  working  hands 
present  were  selected,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  and  then  each  party 
commenced  a  contest  to  beat  the  other,  which  was  in  many  cases 
truly  exciting.  One  other  rule  was,  that  whenever  a  male  husked  a 
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red  ear  i.f  i-orii.  ln' was  entitled  \o  a  kiss  from  tlic  girls  This 
i'requciitly  exeited  iiiurli  fuss  and  seiifHint;-,  wliicli  was  intended 
hy  both  parties  to  end  in  a  ki^s.  It  was  a  universal  practice 
tliat  tdffia  or  Monongahcla  whisky  was  used  at  these  husking 
frolics,  which  they  drank  out  of  a  bottle,  each  one,  male  and  fe- 
male, taking  the  bottle  and  drinking  out  of  it,  and  then  handing 
it  to  his  next  neighbor,  without  using  any  glass  or  cup  whatever. 
This  custom  was  common,  and  not  considered  rude.  AlMlo^t  al- 
ways these  corn-shucks  ended  in  a.  dance.  To  prepare  for  this 
amusement  fiddles  and  tiddlers  were  in  gieat  demand;  and  it 
often  required  nuieh  last  riding  to  obtain  them.  One  violin  and 
a  performer  were  all  that  was  contemplated  at  these  innocent 
rural  games. 

"  Towards  dark,  and  the  supper  half-over,  then  it  was  that  a 
bustle  and  confusion  commenced.  The  confusion  of  tongues  at 
Babel  would  have  been  ashamed  at  the  corn-sliuckings.  The 
voung  ones  hurrving  ofl'  the  table,  and  the  old  ones  contending 
for  time  and  order.  It  was  the  case  nine  times  out  of  ten,  that 
but  one  dwelling-house  was  on  the  prennses,  and  that  used  for  eat- 
ing as  well  as  dancing. 

"  But  when  the  fichller  commenced  tuning  his  instrument  the 
music  always  gained  the  victory  for  the  young  side.  Then  the 
dishes,  victuals,  table  an<l  all,  disappeared  in  a  few  minutes,  ami 
the  room  was  cleared,  the  dogs  drove  out,  and  the  tloor  swept  olf 
ready  for  action.  The  floors  of  these  houses  were  sometimes  the 
natural  earth,  beat  solid,  sometimes  the  earth  with  puncheons  in 
the  middle  over  the  potato-hole,  and  at  times  tlie  whole  floor  was 
made  of  puncheons. 

"The  music  at  these  country  dances  made  the  young  folks 
almost  frantic,  and  sometimes  much  excitement  was  displayed  to 
get  on  the  fioor  first.  Generally  the  fiddler  on  these  occasions 
assumed  an  important  bearing,  and  ordered,  in  true  )ii'ofessiinial 
style,  so  and  so  to  be  done;  as  that  was  the  way  in  North  Caro- 
lina, -where  he  was  raised.  The  decision  ended  the  contest  for  the 
floor.  In  those  days  they  danced  jigs  and  four-handeil  reels,  as 
they  were  called.  Hometimes  three-handed  reels  were  also 
danced. 

"  In  these  dances  there  was  no  standing  .still ;  all  were  mov- 
ing at  a  rapid  pace  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  In  the  jigs 
the  bystanders  cut  one  another  out,  as  it  was  called,  so  that  this 
dance  would  ]a.st  for  hours.  Sometimes  the  jiarties  in  a  jig 
tried  to  tire  one  another  down  in  the  dance,  and  then  it  would 
also  last  a  long  time  before  one  or  the  other  gave  up. 

"  The  cotillion  or  dand-sfill  dances  were  not  then  known. 

"The  bottle  went  round  at  these  parties  as  it  did  at  the  sliuck- 
ings,  and  male  and  female  took  a  dram  out  of  it  as  it  pas.sed 
around.  No  sitting  was  indulged  in,  and  the  folks  either  stood 
or  danced  all  night,  as  generally  day-light  ended  the  frolic. 
The  dress  of  these  hardy  pioneers  was  generally  in  plain  home- 
spun. The  hunting-shirt  was  )nuch  worn  at  that  time,  which  is 
a  convenient  working  or  dancing  dress.  Sometimes  dressed 
deer-skin  pantaloons  were  used  on  these  occasions,  and  niawkaw- 
sins — rarely  shoes — and  at  times  bare  feet  were  indulged  in. 

"  In  the  morning  all  go  lumie  on  horseback  or  on  foot.  No 
carriages,  wagons  or  other  vehicles  were  used  on  these  occasions, 
for  the  best  of  reasons — because  they  had  none." 

Dancing  was  a  favorite  amusement,  and  was  participated  in 
by  all. 

".\like  all  ages;  daneers  of  ancient  .lays. 
Have  led  their  chililren  tlirriiigli  the  mirthful  maze, 
And  the  gray  grandsirc,  skilled  in  gestic  lore. 
Has  frisked  beneath  the  burden  of  three-scjre." 


The  amusements  of  that  day  were  more  athletic  and  rude  than 
those  of  to-day.  Among  settlers  in  a  new  country,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  case,  a  higher  value  is  set  upon  physical  than  mental 
endowments.  Skill  in  wood-craft,  superiority  of  muscular  devel- 
opment, accuracy  in  shooting  with  the  rifle,  activity,  swiftness  of 
foot,  were  the  cpuililications  that  brought  their  possessors  fame. 
Foot-racing  was  often  practiced,  and  often  the  boys  and  young 
men  engaged  in  friendly  contests  with  the  Itidians.  Every  man 
had  a  rifii,  always  kept  in  good  order;  his  flints,  bullet-moulds, 
screw  driver,  awl,  butcher-knife  and  tomahawk  were  fastened  to 
the  shot-pouch  strap  or  to  the  belt  around  the  w-aist.  Target-shoot- 
ing was  much  practiced,  and  shots  were  made  by  the  hunters  and 
settlers,  with  flint-lock  rifles,  that  cannot  bo  excelled  by  their 
descenilauts  with  the  improved  breech-loaders  of  the  present  da)'. 

At  all  gatherings  jumping  and  wrestling  were  indulged  in.  and 
those  who  excelled  were  thenceforward  men  of  notoriety.  Cards, 
dice,  and  other  gambling  implements  were  unknown.  Dancing 
was  a  favorite  amusement.     It  was  participated  iti  by  all. 

At  the  shooting-matches,  wdiich  were  usually  for  the  prize  of  a 
turkey,  or  a  gallon  of  wdiisky,  good  feeling  generally  prevailed. 
If  disputes  aro.se,  they  were  settled  often  by  a  square  stand-up 
fight,  and  no  one  thought  of  using  other  weapons  than  fists.  They 
held  no  grudges  after  their  fights,  for  this  was  considered  un- 
manly. It  was  the  rule  that,  if  a  fight  occurred  between  two  per- 
sons, the  victor  should  pour  water  for  the  defeated  as  he  wa.shed 
away  the  traces  of  the  fray,  after  which  the  latter  was  to  per- 
form the  same  service  for  the  former. 

To  illustrate  the  ready  ingenuity  of  the  early  settlers,  devel- 
oped by  their  poverty,  and  remoteness  from  places  where  neces- 
saries could  be  purchased,  we  borrow  an  anecdote,  from  "  Ford's 
History  of  Illinois,"  related  of  James  Lemon,  a  well-known  jjio- 
ncer  of  Monroe  county,  and  an  old-style  Baptist  preacher.  A 
farmer  by  occupation,  "He  manufactured  harness  as  they  were 
required.  Being  one  day  employed  in  plowing  a  piece  of  stubble 
ground,  ou  turning  out  for  dinner,  as  was  his  wont,  he  left  the 
harness  on  the  beam  of  the  plow.  His  son,  not  diftcring  from  the 
proverbial  minister's  boy,  perhaps,  who  had  assisted  him  by  remov- 
ing the  clogging  straw  from  the  plow  with  a  pitchfork,  remained 
behind  long  enough  to  conceal  one  of  the  collars,  that  he  might 
have  a  playing  spell  while  his  father  was  occupied  in  making 
another.  But  his  |ilot  fitiled;  on  returning  after  dinner  and 
missing  the  collar,  his  father  reflecting  a  few  minutes  promptly 
divested  himself  of  his  leather  breeches,  stuffed  the  legs  with 
stubble,  straddled  them  across  the  neck  of  the  horse  for  a  collar, 
and  plowed  the  remainder  of  the  Jay  bare-legged,  requiring  the 
assistance  of  his  truantly  inclined  boy  all  of  the  time."  At  this 
dav,  to  provide  for  such  a  mishap,  half  a  day  would  have  been 
spent  in  going  to  town  after  another  collar,  and  the  boy  would 
probably  have  gained  his  point. 

Pioneer  Mills. — Among  the  first  were  the  "band  mills."  A 
description  of  one  will  not  prove  uninteresting.  The  plan  was 
cheaj).  The  horse-power  consisted  o.f  a  large  upright  shaft,  some 
ten  (jr  twelve  feet  in  height,  with  some  eight  or  ten  long  arms 
let  into  the  main  shaft  and  extending  out  from  it  fifteen  feet. 
Auger  holes  were  bored  into  the  arms  on  the  upper  side  at  the  end, 
into  which  wooden  pins  were  driven.  This  was  called  the  "  big 
wheel,"  and  was,  as  has  been  seen,  about  twenty  feet  in  diameter. 
The  raw  hide  belt  or  tug  was  made  of  skins  taken  ofl'  beef 
cattle,  which  were  cut  into  strips  three  inches  in  width;  these 
were  twisted  into  a  round  cord  or  tug,  which  was  long  enough  to 
encircle  the  eireumfereiiee  of  the  big  wheel.  There  it  was  held 
in  place  by  the  wooden  pins,  then  to  cross  and  pass  under  a  shed 
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to  run  around  a  drum  orwliat  is  called  a  "trunncl  head,"  which 
was  attached  to  the  grinding  apparatus.  The  horses  or  oxen 
■were  hitclu'd  to  the  arms  by  means  of  raw  hide  tugs.  Then 
walking  in  a  circle  the  machinery  would  be  set  in  motion.  To 
grind  twelve  bushels  of  corn  was  considered  a  good  day's  work 
on  a  band  mill. 

The  most  rude  and  primitive  method  of  manufacturing  meal 
was  by  the  use  of  the  Crater.  A  plate  of  tin  is  pierced  with 
many  holes,  so  that  one  side  is  very  rough.  The  tin  is  made 
oval,  and  then  nailed  to  a  board.  An  car  of  corn  was  rubbed 
hard  on  tliis  grater  whereby  the  meal  was  forced  through  the  holes, 
and  fell  into  a  vessel,  prepared  to  receive  it.  An  improvement  on 
this  was  the  Hand-mill.  The  stones  were  smaller  than  those  of  the 
band-mill  and  were  propelled  by  man  or  woman  power.  A  hole 
is  made  in  the  upper  stone,  and  a  stafl'  o'f  wood  is  put  in  it,  and  the 
other  end  of  the  stafl' is  put  through  a  hole  in  a  plank  above,  so 
that  the  whole  is  free  to  act.  One  or  two  persons  take  hold  of 
this  staff"  and  turn  the  upper  stone  as  rapidly  as  possible.  An 
eye  is  made  in  the  upper  stone,  through  which  the  corn  is  put 
into  the  mill,  with  the  hand,  in  small  quantities  to  suit  the  mill, 
instead  of  a  hopper.  A  mortar,  wherein  corn  was  beaten  into  meal, 
is  made  out  of  a  large  round  log  three  or  four  feet  long.  One  end 
is  cut  or  burnt  out  so  as  to  hold  a  peck  of  corn,  more  or  less,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  This  mortar  is  set  one  end  on  the 
ground,  and  the  other  up,  to  hold  the  corn.  A  sweep  is  prepared 
over  the  mortar  so  that  the  spring  of  the  pole  raises  the  piston, 
and  the  hands  at  it  force  it  so  hard  down  on  the  corn  that,  after 
much  beating,  meal  is  manufactured. 

The  picture  here  drawn  of  the  pioneers,  their  modes  of  living, 
their  customs,  and  amusements,  while  lacking  entire  complete- 
ness, we  feel  is  not  inaccurate  and  untruthful. 


CHAPTER  V. 

GEOGRAPHY,  AGRICULTURAL  ASD   .VAyUFACTl'RIXG  RE- 
SOURCES AND  RAILROAD  FACILITIES. 

HRISTIAN  COUNTY  lies  between  the  39th  and  40th 
parallel  of  latitude.  It  is  classed  as  one  of  the  south  cen- 
tral counties.  Its  greatest  length  is  about  thirty-two  and 
a  half  miles  from  north  to  south,  and  greatest  breadth 
twenty-seven  miles  from  east  lowest,  measured  in  section 
lines,  and  contains  an  area  of  700  square  mile^,  or  451,200  acres. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Sangamon  and  Macon  counties,  east 
by  Macon  and  Shelby  couuties,  south  by  Shelby  and  Montgomer}- 
counties,  west  by  Montgomerv  and  Sangamon  counties. 

Taijlorville,  the  capital  of  the  county,  is  situated  near  the  centre, 
on  the  lines  of  the  Wabash,  St.  Louis,  and  Pacific  Railway,  and  the 
Springfield  branch  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad.  It  is 
eighty-one  miles  north-east  from  St.  Louis,  and  twenty  miles  south- 
west from  Decatur. 

Form. — In  form  the  county  is  nearh'  an  oblong  square,  and  is 
divided  into  fifteen  full,  and  ten  fractional  congressional  townships, 
and  into  seventeen  municipal  townships  or  voting  precincts,  as  fol- 
lows: namely,  Pana,  Assumption,  Prairieton,  Rosemond,  Locust, 
May,  Stouington,  Mosquito,  Greenwood,  Johnson,  Taylorville, 
Buekhart,  Mt.  Auburn,  Ricks,  Bear  creek.  South  Fork,  and  King. 
Population. — The  population  of  the  county,  according  to  the 
census  of  1870,  is  20,5o2.  The  increase  has  been  very  large  since 
tiien.  The  population  is  composed  of  English,  German,  Irish, 
French,  and  Swede  extraction,  with  a  few  colored  persons. 

IPa^e«.— It  is  watered  by  several  streams :  the  Sangamon  river, 


on  the  north,  is  the  largest,  and  drains  a  large  area  of  country  ;  its 
principal  tributaries  are  Buekhart  and  Mosquito  creeks.  Buck- 
hart  creek  rises  in  the  soutii-eastern  part  of  Stonington  township, 
and  flows  in  a  north-westerly  direction,  leaving  the  county  in  Sec- 
tion 22,  township  15-3,  and  mingles  its  waters  with  the  Sangamon. 
Mos(]uito  creek  heads  in  Wheatland  township,  Macon  countv,  and 
runs  in  a  westerly  direction  until  it  crosses  the  Christian  county 
line,  when  its  course  assumes  a  north-westerly  direction,  emptying 
in  the  Sangamon  on  Section  25,  Tp.  16,  Range  2.  By  far  the 
greatest  area  drained  in  the  county  is  by  the  South  Fork,  Flat 
Branch,  Bear  creek.  Clear  creek.  Lick  creek,  Cottonwood  creek, 
Prairie  Fork,  and  their  tributaries.  All  of  the  county  south  of 
Buekhart  and  Stonington  township  is  drained  by  these  streams 
and  their  tributaries,  which  flow  principally  in  a  northern  and 
north-western  direction,  and  are  all  afliuents  of  the  South  Fork. 
Each  of  these  streams  possesses  its  tributaries,  so  that  the  entire 
surface  of  the  country  is  well  watered  and  drained.  In  portions  of 
the  county  gaod  water  is  aff"orded  by  copious  springs;  the  high 
grounds  are  the  water-sheds  between  the  creeks. 

Tiiiilier. — The  streams  of  the  county  are  lined  with  belts  of  tim- 
ber varying  from  two  to  six  miles  in  width,  abounding  with  the 
various  species  of  oak,  hickory,  walnut,  .sycamore,  maple,  cherrv, 
etc.  The  native  kinds  of  timber  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  chapter  on 
the  Flora  of  the  county,  and  hence  demand  but  brief  mention  here. 
In  earlier  years  the  tindjer  was  destroyed  with  a  degree  of  reckless- 
ness. More  particularly  was  this  the  case  with  the  lands  of  non- 
residents and  speculators ;  the  latter  class  entered  most  of  the 
timbered  lands  with  the  view  of  future  speculations.  Much  of  the 
forest  has  disappeared  before  the  axe  of  the  woodman,  and  is  used  for 
railroad  ties,  for  fuel  and  fencing.  Since  the  introduction  of  Osage 
orange  for  hedges,  which  are  a  common  fence  in  this  county,  and 
the  introduction  of  coal  for  fuel,  it  may  be  safely  estimated  that  the 
annual  growth  of  timber  is  fully  equal  to  the  yearly  consumption 
of  this  county.  Artificial  grooves  and  belts,  consisting  chiefly  of 
hard  and  soft  maple,  elm,  and  fruit  trees,  have  been  planted  on  the 
prairies  for  shade  and  shelter. 

Land  Surface. — The  land  surface  is  divided  between  timber  and 
prairie.  At  least  three-fourths  of  the  county  consisted  originally  of 
prairie.  The  .surface  in  Rosemond,  some  portions  of  Pana,  Bear 
creek,  South  Fork,  Mt.  Auburn,  and  parts  of  Johnson  and  Mav, 
are  rather  undulating.  There  are  occasionally  small  hUls  or  bluffs 
adjacent  to  the  streams,  principally  along  the  Flat  Branch,  South 
Fork,  and  Sangamon,  and  their  tributaries.  This  county  is  a  part 
of  what  has  been  happily  termed  "  Grand  Prairie  of  the  West," 
which  extends  from  the  heavil3--timbered  regions  of  the  sluggish 
'Wabash  on  the  east,  to  the  pine-clad  Rocky  mountains  on  the 
west.  A  few  mounds  exist.  The  most  noted  are  those  in  Rose- 
mond and  Mt.  Auburn  townships.  The  natural  and  artificial 
groves,  the  fringed  banks  of  the  water-courses,  the  smiling  farms, 
with  their  fields  of  maize,  and  grain,  and  herds  of  cattle,  all  go  to 
form  a  picture  of  surpa.ssing  loveliness.  But  little  of  the  land  is  too 
flat  for  drainage  or  too  broken  for  tillage,  hence  the  greater  portion 
is  susceptible  of  cultivation,  and  afl'ords  the  widest  application  gf 
machinery. 

Soil  and  Agriculture. — This  county  may  be  classed  among  .the 
richest  and  most  productive  in  the  state.  Its  soil  is  dark  and  of  the 
richest  quality,  ranging  from  one  to  four  feet  in  depth.  It  is  com- 
posed largely  of  vegetable  mould,  formed  from  the  decomposition 
of  grass  and  prairie  weeds,  the  accumulations  of  centuries.  It  is 
seemingly  inexhaustible.  In  the  more  northern  portions  of  the 
county  the  soil  is  somewhat  changed,  and  is  called  the  "sand  ridge." 
It  produces  well,  and  most  of  it  is  under  cultivation.     Experience 
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hcas  demonstrated  that  this  kind  of  soil  will  stand  the  drought  much 
licttcr  than  heavier  soils.  There  is  another  ridge  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, extending  in  a  north-east  direction  from  the  county  seat, 
west  of  the  Flat-Branch  timber.  It  also  produces  well.  The 
•soil  of  the  county  generally  is  adapted  to  raising  nearly  all  the 
cereals,  such  as  wheat,  corn,  oats,  rye,  barley,  etc.  Tobacco,  castor 
beans,  and  flax  have  been  cultivated  to  a  considerable  extent. 
Before  the  "deep  snow"  cotton  was  raised  profitably.  Tlie  climate 
then  was  milder.  A  few  years  ago  the  castor  bean  was  cultivated 
extensively  on  Bear  creek  and  other  portions  of  the  county.  A 
market  was  found  for  them  at  Edwardsville  at  from  SI. 50  to  S'2.50 
per  bushel.  In  grain  and  live-stock  the  official  reports  exhibit  a 
wonderful  growth  during  the  past  few  years.  The  climate  is  favor- 
able to  fruit  culture;  all  kinds  can  be  raised  with  success  and  profit. 
Those  mostly  deserving  attention  are  the  apple,  pear,  peach,  cherry, 
j)Iuni,  grapes;  and  many  smaller  fruits  and  berries  thrive  well. 
Vegetables  of  all  kinds  grow  to  perfection.  The  "  Illinois  Maga- 
zine," published  nearly  forty  years  ago  at  Vandalia,  says,  "Cabbage 
heads  three  feet  in  diameter,  or  nine  feet  in  circumference,  are  no 
gieat  wonder  in  Illinois  soil."  The  seed  has  somewhat  degenerated 
since  that  date,  or  the  imagination  of  the  editor  was  larger  than  the 
results  attained  at  the  pre.sent  time  by  the  growers  of  cabbage. 

Grasses. — Blue  grass,  red  and  white  top  clover,  and  timothy, 
grow  with  great  luxuriance. 

The  chief  industry  of  the  people  is  agriculture  and  stock-raising, 
which  employs  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  count}',  who  possess 
all  the  sterling  virtues  of  the  rural  freeholder.  Directly  upon  the 
liroad  shoulders  of  the  tiller  of  the  soil  rests  the  prosperity  of  every 
other  class  of  men.  He  holds  in  his  hands  the  destinies  of  all. 
His  prosperity  means  universal  prosperity;  his  failure  universal 
distress. 

UNITED    STATES    SURVEYS. 

Tile  following  are  the  dates  andSurveys  made  in  Ciiristian  c  )unty, 
names  of  Deputy  Surveyors,  &c.,  &c. 


Ttiwusfiip 

Hate  I'f 

'Juwiialiip 

Dale  of 

DepnUj                 and      Date  of 

Return  of 

D':pufij                 and      Date 

of  Return  of 

Survejfors.           Range.     Survey. 

Survfiil. 

S'irvef/ors.            Rnmic.     Sun 

eti.     Survey. 

Enoch  Moore   11-1  W  1S18 

1819 

Wm.Y  Rector  1.3-2  W 

1821 

Wm.  Gordon    12-3  E  1818 

1819 

do            14-2  W 

1821 

W.S.IIamiltonll— 1   E 

1821 

do            15-2  W 

1S21 

Ho            12-1  E 

1821 

A.L  Langhaml(5-2  W 

1821 

do            1.3-1  E 

1821 

E.Moore          11— 3  W 

1819 

do            14-1  E 

1821 

Wm.V.  Rector  13-3  \V 

1821 

Enoeli  Moore   12-1  \V  1818 

1819 

do           14-3  W 

1821 

^V.n.V.  Reclorl2-l  W 

1821 

do            15-3  W 

1821 

do            14-1  W 

1821 

—             11-4  W 



do            15—1  W 

1821 

—            12-4  \V 



A.L.Langl.aml6-l  W 

1821 

Wm.Y.  Rector  13-4  \V 

1S21 

Enocli  Moore   11-2  W 

1819 

do             14-4  W 

1821 

do            12-2  \V 

1819 

Wm.  Rector,  Surveyor  General,  1818. 

Public  Lands. — The  public,  lands  were  first  offered  for  sale  in 
November,  18'2o,  after  which  they  were  subject  to  private  entry. 
On  the  1st  of  July,  1820,  Congress  reduced  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  from  S'2  to  S1.25  per  acre.  On  the  8th  May,  1822,  a  land 
office  was  established  at  Springfield,  Illinois.  The  lands  in  the 
north  half  of  the  count)'  were  subject  to  entry  at  Springfield.  All 
lands  were  exempt  from  taxation  for  five  years  from  date  of  entr)'. 

The  first  tract  of  land  entered  in  what  now  constitutes  the  boun- 
daries of  Christian  county,  was  by  Jacob  Cagle;  it  being  the  E.  ■• 
of  W.  1,  section  10,  township  14-3  (Buckhart  township),  Marjh 
10th,  1827.  The  second  tract  entered  was  the  W.  I,  S.  W.  J,  sec- 
tion 1.3,  township  15-3  (Mt.  Auburn),  Nov.  21st,  1827,  by  Robert 
Archie,  an  old  settler  familiarly  known  in  the  county.  "  Archie's 
Mill  "  was  a  household  word.     It  was  located  on  this  tract. 


The  third  tract  entered  was  in  the  same  township,  W.  J,N.  W.  }, 
section  26,  township  15-3,  on  the  12t]i  of  September,  1829,  by 
John  Daigh.  The  fourth  tract  by  Ephraim  Cooper,  W.  {,  N.  W.  i, 
.section  24,  township  15-3  W.,  Oct.  19lh,  1829  ;  he  was  the  pioneer 
settler  in  the  north  part  of  the  count}'.  These  men  occupied  the.se 
lands  several  years  as  "  Squatters,"  before  they  came  into  market. 
As  all  the  lands  in  the  county  were  vacant,  they  did  not  apprehend 
any  danger  in  being  entered  out. 

MANUFACTURING    INTERESTS  FROM    CENSUS  OF    1870. 

While  the  chief  industry  of  the  people  of  this  country  is  agricul- 
ture and  .stock  raising,  yet  the  manufacturing  interests  are  small 
only  in  a  comparative  sense.  We  call  the  attention  of  the  reader 
to  the  following  statistics. 

Census  1870. 


CHRISTIAN   COUNTV. 


Asricultural  implemen 

Brick 

Carriages  and  wagons.. 

Clothing,  men's 

Flouring-mill  proilunts 
Sa-ih,  doors  and  blinds. 


, 

"5 

to 

a 

& 

0- 

s 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

8.VI0 

2360 

4787 

530' J 

37110 

1'iM 

T-'iuO 

37iO 

31177 

7000 

24CIO 

85-.0 

13151  «l 
liajol) 

a4io 

1711110 

RAILROAD    SYSTEM. 

Trim  sport aiion  Facilities. 

The  Illinois  Central  Railroad  enters  Christian  county  on  section 
36,  township  14,  range  1  east,  and  traverses  the  county  in  a  south- 
western direction,  leaving  it  on  section  33,  township  11,  range  1 
east,  passing  through  Assumption  and  Pana.  The  latter  is  the  most 
important  station.  In  September,  1850,  congress  passed  an  act, 
and  it  was  approved  by  President  Fillmore,  granting  an  aggregate 
of  2,595,053  acres  to  aid  in  building  this  road. 

The  act  granted  the  right  of  way,  and  gave  alternate  sections  of 
land  for  six  miles  on  either  side  of  the  road.  The  grant  of  land 
was  made  directly  to  the  state.  On  the  10th  of  February,  1851, 
the  legislature  of  Illinois  granted  a  charter  to  an  eastern  com- 
pany, represented  by  Rantoul  and  others,  to  build  it,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  81,000,000.  The  legislature,  in  granting  the  charter, 
and  transferring  to  the  corporation  the  lands,  stipulated  that 
seven  per  cent,  of  the  gross  earnings  of  the  road  should  be 
paid  semi-annually  into  the  treasury  of  the  state  forever.  This 
wise  provision,  in  lieu  of  the  liberal  land  grant,  yields  a  hand- 
some annual  revenue  to  the  state.  This  road  has  a  total  length  of 
706  miles,  connecting  Cairo  with  Chicago  and  Dunleith,  or  from 
Cairo  to  Centralia  112  miles,  and  from  Centralia  to  Dunleith  341 
miles.  This  road  is  one  of  the  great  trunk  lines  of  Illinois  and  the 
Mississippi  Valley ;  its  principal  leased  line  in  this  state  is  the  Gil- 
man  and  Springfield  road,  and  with  its  Iowa  division,  running  from 
Dubuque  to  Sioux  city,  serve  to  mark  it  as  one  of  the  principal 
roads  of  the  west.  It  connects  Chicago  with  St.  Louis  by  the  Van- 
dalia road.  The  first  ground  broken  toward  the  building  of  this 
road  in  this  county  was  in  1853.  And  the  cars  were  running  the 
following  year,  and  then  Pana  and  Assumption  stations  were 
located. 

INDIANAPOLIS  AND  ST.  LOUIS    RAILROAD. 

(Formerly  the  Terre-Haute,  Alton  and  St.  Louis  railroad).  Its 
general  offices  are  located  at  Indianapolis,  which  point  is  its  east- 
ern terminus.  And  St.  Louis  being  the  western  termini,  the 
length  of  track  from  either  termini  is  261  miles.  The  road-bed  is  of 
substantial  build,  well  ballasted,  tied  and  ironed.  It  enters  the 
state  of  Illinois  in  Edgar  county,  and  the  principal  towns  which  it 
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passes  through  in  this  state,  are  Paris,  Charleston,  Mattoon,  Shel- 
byville,  Pana,  Hillsboro,  Litchfielu,  Bunker  Hill,  Alton  and  East 
St.  Louis.  The  line  of  the  road  is  laid  through  a  very  fertile  dis- 
trict of  the  state,  and  it  receives  a  fair  proportion  of  the  traffic. 
It  strikes  Christian  county  first  on  the  northern  portion  of  section 
24,  Pana  township,  and  traverses  the  county  in  a  south-westerly 
direction,  leaving  it  on  section  33,  in  Roseniond  township.  The 
stations  in  this  county  are  Pana  and  Roseniond  ;  Pana  being  the 
most  important  station.  This  road  was  completed  near  the  same 
date  as  the  Illinois  Central,  the  crossing  of  ^^hich  determined  the 
location  of  Pana,  in  185.5. 

WABASH,    ST.  LOUIS,  XST>    PACIFIC  RAILWAY. 

This  is  the  most  important  road  in  the  county,  and  i.<  the  great 
north  and  south  line  connecting  with  the  principal  eastern  and 
western  cities;  it  does  a  heavy  business.  The  length  of  the  line  in 
the  county  is  over  thirty-one  miles.  It  furnishes  transportati<iu 
facilities  for  the  flourishing  towns  of  Taylorville,  Morrisonville,  Pal- 
mer and  other  stations  on  the  road  and  the  district  of  country  tributary 
and  adjacent  thereto.  It  enters  the  county  on  section  1.  Stonington 
township  traverses  it  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  and  leaves  it  at 
Harvel  on  section  34,  King  township.  It  crosses  the  Springfield 
division  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  at  Taylorville,  the  county -seat. 

This  road  was  built  under  a  charter  granted  to  a  corporation 
under  the  style  of  Decatur  and  East  St.  Louis  Railroad  ;  the  work 
was  commenced  in  1869,  and  finished  through  this  county  in  the 
spring  of  1870.  The  Wabash  is  now  one  of  the  best  roads  in  the  west. 

SPRINGFIELD    DIVISION    OF    OHIO  AND    MISSISSIPPI    KAILP.OAD. 

This  road  runs  diagonally  through  the  county,  from  the  North- 
west to  the  South-east  corner.  It  enters  the  county  on  section  ten, 
Buckhart  township,  and  traverses  it  in  a  south  easterly  direction, 
crossing  the  Wabash,  St.  Louis  &  Pacific  at  Taylorville,  and  pass- 
ing on  to  Pana,  leaves  the  country  on  .section  24.  Pana  township, 
Taylorville  and  Pana,  are  the  principal  stations  on  the  road,  and 
do  the  greatest  amount  of  business.  There  are  othei^  thriving  and 
growing  towns  on  the  line  of  this  road,  such  as  Edinburg,  Sharps- 
burg,  Owaneco  and  Millersville.  This  road  was  formerly  known 
as  the  Springfield  and  Pana  R.  R.,  afterwards  as  the  Springfield  & 
South-eastern  R.  R.,  and  on  the  first  of  April,  1875,  it  was  sold  to 
the  O.  &  M.  R.  R.  Company.  It  was  built  under  a  charter  ob- 
tained in  18G5  and  completed  in  1870.  The  first  train  entered  the 
corporation  of  Taylorville  at  5  p.  M.,  October  28th,  1869.  The 
first  through  train  from  Beardstown  to  Shawneetown  was  run  on 
the  28th  of  March,  1872.  The  first  telegraph  office  opened  in  Tay- 
lorville was  at  the  office  of  this  road.  May  11th,  1872. 


CHAPTER   Vr. 
GEOLOGY. 
E  are  indebted  to  A.  H.  Worthen,  editor  of  the   State 
Geological  Report  for  the  following  article,  and    have 
selected  such  portions  as  we  deem   of  most  interest  to 
our  readers. 

GENERAL    FE.4.TURES,    SOIL,    TIMBER,    ETC. 

On  the  north,  it  is  drained  by  the  Sangamon  river,  and  the  cei:- 
tral,  southern  and  western  parts  of  the  county  are  watered  by  the 
South  Fork  of  Sangamon  and  its  tributaries.  Bear,  Locust, 
Prairie  Fork  and  Flat  creeks.  The  smaller  streams  sometimes  are 
nearly  dry,  but  the  two  main  forks  of  Sangamon  generally  flow  the 
year  round.  Tlie  South  Fork  is  rather  a  sluggish  stream  with 
muddy  banks,  but  occasionally,  as  at  Taylorville,  the  water  is  clear 
and  fresh,  indicative  of  latent  springs. 


The  topographical  features  of  this  county  do  not  vary  much  in 
diflerent  localities.  The  prairies  in  the  south-east  are  rolling,  often 
rising  into  mounds.  In  every  other  part  of  the  county  they  are 
flat  or  very  gently  undulating.  Near  the  streams  the  slopes  are 
often  very  gentle.  In  the  southern  half  of  the  county  we  very 
rarely  find  a  blufl'  twenty-five  feet  high,  and  in  passing  down  the 
South  Fork  no  broken  or  hilly  land  is  seen  until  we  get  below 
Taylorville.  Four  miles  north-west  of  Taylorville  the  country  is 
rather  hilly,  the  hills  about  sixty  feet  high,  but  not  often  too  steep 
to  admit  of  cultivation.  A  few  miles  further  down,  there  is  a 
gradual  descent  from  the  prairie  to  the  river,  the  bluff's  of  which  are 
about  twenty  feet  high.  In  the  north  east  the  slopes  are  often  so 
gentle  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  trace  a  line  between  the  upland 
and  the  lowland. 

On  the  North  Fork  of  the  Sangamon  there  are  occasional  drift 
blufl':,  thirty  to  fifty  feet  high,  capped  with  a  heavy  growth  of  white 
oak,  but  the  white  oak  lands  do  not  often  extend  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  river,  giving  place  to  a  more  undulating  surface, 
with  a  growth  of  elm,  hickory,  oak,  sassafras,  cherry,  hazel,  etc. 

This  county  consists  mostly  of  prairie,  the  timbered  land  being 
confined  to  a  narrow  belt  along  the  streams.  On  the  South  Fork 
of  the  Sangamon  the  timber  belt  is  generally  about  three  miles 
wide,  and  along  the  other  streams  from  one  to  two  miles  The 
prairies  are  generally  flat,  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  resin-weed, 
two  species,  viz: — Silphium  Iwhiialum  and  S-  terebinthiiiaeeum, 
golden  rod,  solidugo,  several  species  ;  Lialris,  or  blazing  star,  two 
species,  and  the  beautiful  and  delicately  colored  Phy-iostegia  Vir- 
r/iniaua  and  Gerardia  tenti'fuUa.  Occasionally,  on  the  basin-like 
depressions  or  flat  marshy  spots  on  the  prairies,  may  be  found  Jris 
versicolor  and  Vernonni  fasciculata. 

There  is  not  much  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  prairie  soil,  it 
being  all  a  rich  black  loam  of  from  one  to  two  and  a  half  feet  in 
depth,  and  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county  slightlv'  .sandy.  The 
soil  along  the  edge  of  the  prairie  near  Taylorville  is  quite  sandy  ; 
eastwardlv  for  six  miles  there  are  occasional  spots  of  poor  sandy  soil, 
with  post  oak  and  black  jack,  but  this  often  gives  place  to  better 
land,  with  white  oak,  black  oak,  hazel  and  sassafras,  or  cherr)', 
laurel  oak,  pin  oak,  hickory,  plum  and  crab  apple.  Along  Locust 
Fork  its  whole  length,  and  on  South  Fork  above  the  mouth  of 
Locust  Fork,  both  on  the  bottoms  and  hill  sides,  the  soil  is  deep  and 
rich,  with  principally  a  growth  of  American  elm  and  corniis.  On 
Bear  creek  the  soil  and  growth  is  similar.  On  and  near  Mosquito 
creek  the  soil  is  rich  and  black,  with  a  growth  of  elm,  linden,  coS'ee 
tree,  cherry,  red  oak,  hickory,  red  bud,  spice  bush  hackberry,  black 
walnut,  honev'  locust,  ash,  mulberry,  etc.  West  of  Mosquito  creek, 
on  the  slopes  leading  to  the  North  Fork,  the  timbered  land  is  quite 
sandy  and  the  growth  variable ;  on  some  soil  black  oak  predom- 
inates ;  where  there  is  much  clay  mingled  with  sand  there  is  a 
growth  of  red  elm,  sassafras,  etc  ;  where  there  is  still  more  clay, 
laurel  oak,  American  elm,  white  oak,  black  hickor}',  shell  bark 
hickorj',  red  bud,  black  oak  and  sassafras. 

On  the  south  side  of  South  Fork,  below  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek, 
the  prairie  land  often  approaches  the  stream,  and  the  adjoining 
woodland  growth  reaching  to  the  river  bank  consists  of  laurel  oak, 
elm,  hickory,  linden  and  sa,ssafras. 

North  of  the  South  Fork  there  are  white  oak  hills  occasionally 
spreading  out  into  flats.  Along  the  Sangamon  river  and  adjacent 
hills  there  is  a  good  supply  of  very  good  timber,  consisting  of  white 
oak,  burr  oak,  black  walnut,  red  oak,  elm  and  linden. 

Out  on  the  prairie  the  farmers  have  planted  many  hedges  of 
Osage  orange,  and  they  seem  to  thrive  very  well.  Near  Rcsemond 
there  is  a  thriftv  berberrv  hedge. 
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Crops. — This  is  an  excellent  ei)rn-pr(xhicing  count)',  generally 
averaging  forty  to  fifty  bushels  per  acre,  and  often  sixty  to  seventy- 
five  can  be  raised.  Fall  wheat  gives  a  fine  return  to  the  farmer, 
but  requires  the  ground  to  be  well  broken  and  grain  put  in  with  a 
drill.  It  will  average  fifteen  bushels,  and  often  reach  twenty-eight 
to  thirtv-two  per  a<'re.  As  yet  there  have  not  been  many  orchards 
jilunted,  but  the  ajii'le  crop  is  generally  sure,  and  the  peach  trees 
often  bear  two  years  in  succession.  "Where  the  prairies  are  grazed 
down  blue  grass  naturally  springs  up,  and  soon  attijrds  excellent 
grazing. 

The  Geological  formation  of  this  county  includes  the  Quarternary 
and  Coal  Measures. 

qU.\KTI3RNARY 

Under  this  head  were  recognized  the  alluvium,  loess  and  drift. 
The  alluvium  includes  the  soil  and  recent  deposits  from  the  sti  eanis ; 
and  the  black  clays  of  the  wide  rich  Sangamon  bottoms  are  good 
examples  of  alluvium.  On  Mosquito  creek  the  exposure  along  the 
banks  shows  as  much  as  six  feet  of  dark  rich  loam.  On  the  South 
Fork  of  the  Sangamon  the  black  loam  is  often  ten  feet  or  more  in 
depth. 

The  loess  is  but  partially  developed,  and  is  scarcely  recognized  as 
separate  from  the  drift. 

East  of  Taylorville  the  washings  in  ravines  exhibit  about  ten 
feet  of  butf  and  brown  clays  and  sand  which  may  be  referred  to  the 
loess ;  and  in  digging  wells,  about  ten  to  fifteen  feet  of  similar  clay 
is  passed  through,  reaching  beds  of  sand  and  gravel,  in  which  good 
streams  of  water  are  generally  found.  Sand  beds  are  often  reached 
within  eight  feet  of  the  surface.  Good  streams  of  pure  and  pleasant 
tasting  water  are  generally  reached  at  a  depth  of  from  twelve  to 
sixteen  feet  on  the  prairies,  sometimes  as  much  as  twenty  feet,  and 
very  rarely  they  have  to  dig  deeper;  but  in  the  timber,  wells  have 
to  be  dug  deeper,  often  twenty  to  thirty-five  feet. 

Blufl^s  of  well  marked  drift  deposits  are  often  seen  along  the 
streams,  and  consist  of  brown  sand  with  rounded  jiebbles  and 
boulders,  and  brownish-yellow  and  blue  clay. 

On  Prairie  Fork  and  Bear  creek,  ten  miles  south  of  Taylorville, 
the  washings  on  the  hillsides  exhibit  at  the  top  soft  brown  clay,  and 
below  clciy  with  many  small  round  pebbles.  On  the  North  Fork 
of  the  Sangamon,  one  mile  west  of  the  east  county  line,  the  river 
bluff  is  fifty  feet  high,  the  upper  portion  of  blue  and  dark-brown 
clay  with  sand  and  pebbles  ;  below  there  is  a  loose  mass  of  sand  and 
pebbles,  sometimes  cemented  into  a  rough  sandy  conglomerate,  at 
times  sufficientlv  firm  and  regular  to  make  rough  walls.  Below 
this  there  is  a  dark-colored  bed  of  finely  comminuted  sand  and  clay. 
Two  miles  further  down  the  stream  there  is  a  low  blufi'  of  dark  ilrift 
clay,  with  pebbles  and  small  boulders  at  the  bottom  ami  bi-own 
clay  at  the  top.  At  this  place  we  observe  a  Cjuautity  of  bituminous 
shale,  a  little  coal  and  some  fragments  of  limestone,  all  associated 
with  the  drift. 

The  drift  boulders  in  this  county  are  generally  small,  and  their 
character  and  composition  various.  Among  them  may  be  found 
greenstone,  quartzite,  granite,  sienite,  epidote  rock,  corals  from  the 
Devonian  and  limestone  from  the  Silurian,  but  no  peculiar  drift 
fossils. 

At  Paua,  the  I.  C.  B..  R.,  passing  through  a  mound,  exhibits  the 
following  section  : 

IT.  IN. 

1  Soil  and  Subsoil 0  IS 

2  Ash-brown  day S     0 

3  Brown  Clay  and  .small  roiinil  pebbles l.J     0 

This  section  is  similar  tn  what  may  bo  found  in  all  the  mounds  of 
this  part  nf  the  State. 


COAL    MEASURE.3. 

The  fiirmation,  as  seen  in  this  county,  embraces  a  thickness  of 
about  230  feet,  in  which  are  visible  two  coal  seams,  only  one  of 
which  is  of  workable  thickness.  These  measures  underlay  the 
whole  of  the  county,  although  there  are  no  outcrops  in  the  south- 
west, nor  do  we  find  any  in  the  north  east  quarter  of  the  county, 
they  being  restricted  to  a  small  district  south  of  Pana,  to  Locust 
Fork,  to  South  Fork  for  ten  miles  up  the  stream  from  the  west 
ciunty  line;  on  North  Fork  for  three  miles  from  the  west  line  of 
the  county,  and  one  other  outcrop  between  the  forks.  The  deep 
drift  deposits  cover  the  rocks  in  other  places.  These  rocks  belong 
to  the  upper  coal  measures,  and  their  position  in  this  section  is  from 
No.  12  to  No.  ■'!2  inclusive, 

The  highest  rocks  (geologically  speaking)  are  the  beds  south  of 
Pana,  at  or  near  White's  coal  bank,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
section  :  — 

FT.        IN. 

1  Drifl  of  clay,  pebbles,  etc TA 

2Claysbale  .' 10 

3  Blue  and  bilnminous   sliale,  part   quile  ealcatcous,  passing 

into  a  dark-colored  limestone 4 

4  Bituminous  coal  (No.  14) 0    lGto22 

5  Fire  clay 5 

G  Rougli-'.ooking  hard  grey  sandstone,  sometimes  in  thin  even 

beds,  No.  20  of  section 4 

7  Sandy  sliale,  with  iron-stone  concretions 1-5 

There  is  here  a  regular  southerly  dip  at  the  rate  of  thirty  feet  to 
the  mile,  extending  from  Pana  for  four  miles  South.  It  is  probable 
that  near  or  north  of  Pana,  the  rocks  are  horizontal  and  soon  dip 
north-westwardly,  which  they  evidently  do  ten  miles  north-west  of 
Pana,  although  the  dip  is  slight. 

The  next  rocks  in  descending  order  crop  out  on  Locust  Fork  on 
Section  2,  T.  11  N.,  E.  1  W.,  and  just  north.  They  belong  near 
No.  21  of  the  section,  and  appear  thus  : 

1  Dark  blue  shale,  with  some  regular  l.iyersof  lenticular  concretions  of 

Iron  stone  and  occasional  strata  of  brown  ferruginous  shales,  con- 
taining remains  of  fossibs,  including  Prod,  longispinus,  BcUerophon, 
Crinoid  sttms,  etc.,  part  exposed,  remainder  in  shaft total  31  ft. 

2  Ash-grey  limestone,  weathers  drab,  has  buff  slialy  partings,  aboimds 

in  Prod.costatus,  P.longispinus,  Athyrls  subtilila  ;  also  contains  Pcoc/. 
Xebrascenis,  Sp-  mmcrutus,  Prod,  pralieniaiius,  a  fish  tooth  and  one 
specimen  each  of  Si/ntrilasma  hemiplicata  and  Allorisma  subeuncala 
hemipliada  and  Allorisma  subcuneala  were  obtained  from  it. 
The  rocks  of  the  above  section  are  regarded  as  being  equivalent 
to  the  Ramsey  creek,  Fayette  county  beds.     The  limestone  (No.  2) 
contains  the  fossils  of  the  Si/nti-ilasma  limestone  of  Ramsey  creek, 
although  but  one  specimen  of  that  fossil  was  found.     The  lithologi- 
cal  character,  thickness  and  fossils,  are  the  same  as  beds  found  on 
Beck's  creek,  Fayette  county,  and  the  overlaying  shales  (No.  1)  are 
similar  to  corresponding  beds  at  the  railroad   bridge,  on  Ramsey 
creek.      Down  the   creek  three  miles,  there  appear  four    feet  of 
lead-blue    argillaceous    limestone,  equivalent    to    No.   22   of  the 
section.     The  upper  beds  are  shaly,  the  lower  part  firm,  even,  thick 
beds  of  subcrystalline  fine-grained  deep-blue  limestone,  having  a 
conchoidal  fracture.     The  upper  shaly  part  is  traversed  by  fucoidal 
markings,  and  contains  many  fossils,  mostly  Prod,  jmittenlanns,  P. 
Nebrascemis  and  Sp.  cmneratus ;  but  fragments  of  a  Xaidilu.^  and 
Bryozoa  were  also  found  here. 

A  mile  further  down  stream,  rocks  near  No.  25  crop  out  in  the 
bank  of  the  creek,  of  which  the  following  is  a  section  :  — 

FT. 

1  Soft,  yellow,  ochrcy,  calcareous  shale ■'> 

2  Dark  olive  clay  shales 2 

3  Deep  blue  fucoidal  sandstone,  and  shales 1^ 

4  Bituminous  shale •' 
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Fossils  found  iu  Nos.  1  and  2  were  Pkttrotomaria  sphccrulala, 
Spirifer  cameratus,  Sp.  plano-convexus,  Proclucti(!<  hngUpinus,  P. 
praitenianus,  Oilhis  carbonaria,  Betzia  jninctidifera,  Ijophopliy/liim 
proliferum,  MacrocheiluJi,  (small  sp. ),  Bcllerophoii,  crinoid  stems,  and 
one  fine  specimen  of  Pleurotomaria  fabulata. 

Tlie  next  in  descending  order  is  12  feet  of  sand^tmie  (No.  26), 
seen  on  South  Fork,  five  miles  below  Tavlorville.  The  upper  part 
is  shaly,  the  lower  beds  thick,  hard  and  grey,  and  a  softer  l)rinvn 
with  dark  specks;  contains  remains  of  Calamites,  Si(/iUuria,  aixl 
other  coal  plants.  Noi.  27,  28  and  29.— In  section  29,  T.  14  N.  K. 
3  W.,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  abuve  Greenwood's  mill,  was  observed  at 
the  top : — 

FT.  IX. 

Eed  shule 1     0 

Dark  olive  calcareous  pli:ile,  containing  Alliyris  .<i{blililii,  :i  small 

Macrocheilus,   Nucula  veiitricosa^aTid  crinoid  stfms 2!   0 

Coal,  No.  12 0   10 

Slope  to  limestone  No.  30  of  general  .section .3     0 

Three  miles  above  Ralston's  bridge,  on  the  South  Fork  of  the 
Sangamon,  observed  Nos.  -30  and  31  as  follows: — 

FT.  IN". 

1  Ash-grey,  compact  limestone,  sliowing  facet.s  of  calc  spar,  very 

few  fossils 0     8 

2  Shales,  with  nodules  of  buff  limestone  abounding  in  fo.ssils, 

I^roductus  costatus,  Productus  loiigii^pinus^  Spirifer  cani^ralrfs, 
Spiriferia  KentuckensiiS.  Athyris  suhtitita,  Chonetes  variotata  f 
C' inoid  stems,  Fistutipora  and  b'ynocludiabijseriatis 3    0 

At  Ralstou's  Quarry,  in  section  3,  T.  13  N.,  R.  3  W.,  we  have — 

FT. 

1  Slope  from  top  of  hill 2  J 

2  Grey  limestone  fossils  are  Proditctics costatus,  P.  punctatus,  Spiri/t^r 

cameratus,  Spirijeria  Keiitttckensis,  JBfsjniproiiites  cransas  ....    1 

3  Like  the  hist,  but  more  shelly,  fossils  about  the  same 1 

4  Green  shales 1 

5  Brown    shales,  with    nodules  of  lirae.stone;  abounds  in  Alliyrix 

subtilila,  Crinoid  stems  and  \i\-iWs,  LnpliophyUum  proliferum,  Sp. 
cameratni^ 1 

6  Gray  or  drab  linie.stone,  but  few  fossils  ;  those  seen  were  Athyris 

mblilita,  Produrlus  lonyixpinus,  P.  Pralleiiiaiius  and  Liphophyllum 
proliferum 9 

Part  of  the  same  mav  be  seen  at  Greenwood's  JlilLs. 
At  North  Fork  mills,  on   the  North  Sangamon   river,  iu  section 
13,  T.  15  N.,  R.  3  W  ,  we  have— 

FT. 

1  Slope  clay  and  sand-drift -jO 

2  Limestone,  upper  part  gray  and  nodular,  lower  part  more  firmly 

bedded,  soon  weathers  brown ;  fossils  :  Produdus  longispinus, 
P.  contatus,  P.  Praitenianus,  P.  Nebrascensis,  Athyris  subtilila, 
Hpirlfer   cameratus,   Hcmiproniles 8 

3  Clav  shales,  containing  a  crinoid  allied  to  Poleriorrinu^  hemis- 

phericus 2! 

4  Limestone    weathering  brown 4 

Three  miles  down  stream,  near  the  west  county  line,  the  lower 
part  of  the  last  section  appears  7  feet  thick,  with  brown  shaly  part- 
ings between  the  beds,  which  abound  in  Athi/ris  subtllita ;  the  other 
fossils  are  P.  Costatws,  P.  Xebrascensis,  P.  Prattenianus,  and 
Lophophylhim  proliferum. 

The  limestones  above  described  (Nos.  30  and  31)  correspond  to 
similar  beds  at  Litchfield  and  on  Lake  Fork,  in  ilontgomerj'  county. 

COAL    SH.iFT    AT    EDISBURG. 

On  the22d  day  of  August,  1873,  Dr.  Basil  Greenwood,  *  and  John 
McKeman,  entered  into  a  contract  to  sink  a  shaft  for  coal  on  the  lands 


owned  by  William  W.  Halford.  The  site  for  the  shaft  was  in  what 
was  then  Blucvillc,  (but  now  Edinburg),  the  size  was  six  feet  by 
twelve  feet  in  the  clear,  and  has  a  partition  in  the  middle,  thus 
forming  two  six  footshafts.  After  reaching  about  70  feet,  McKeman 
became  dissatisfied  and  sold  out  to  Greenwood,  who  went  on  with 
the  work.  The  shaft  was  sunk  with  one  horse,  and  from  three  to 
five  men,  and  was  over  four  years  being  sunk  to  the  depth  of  34.") 
feet,  and  at  a  cost  of  near  810,00).  Bl'Iow  we  give  the  strata  passed 
through. 


Soil  and  drift  clav 

Light  sandstone  very  coais.- 
MLxed  shale  and  coal  ... 
Hard  clay  shale — hard  put 
Quicksand  (very  .soft)  .  . 
Bine  sandstone  (very  hard' 

Blue   soapstone 

Soft  sandstone 

Mi.xture  of  clay  sand  .-ind  gra 
Hard  gray  sand  shale  .    .    . 


2     0 


*  For  the  facts  concerning  this  t 

7 
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.  12  (I.Gr.ay  shale 

.     0  3  ,  Reddish  shale  (soft) 1  3 

.     1  3|Coalrockandsand  mixtd  .    ..70 

.    (.»  (>    Soapstone  (sott  i 3  4 

.    0  10  I  Clay  .shale  (dark) 14 

.    0  2  1  Gray  sand.stone IG  0 

.    '»  0    (Jray  sand  shale S  G 

.     C.  G     Dark  sand  shale 3  0 

cl  10  G    Il.-ird  sand   rock 0  8 

....  17  G     Dark  .sand  shale  with  iron  balls    8  0 

Hard  blue  clay  with  hard  nodules  2  •')    Light  limestone 0  .8 

Soft  blue  shale,  some  water    .    .     2  4  ,  Black  sandstone  and  shale  .    .    .  .50  0 

Cc.al 1  3    Gray  sand  shale 9  0 

Fireclay 4  G    Black  slate  or  shale ri  2 

H.u-d  gray  limesione 8  11)    Coal 1  G 

Reddish  shale  mixed  with  hard             i  Fire  clay  (very  fine) G  2 

balls   .    .    .    .' G  0  j  White  sandstone 0  8 

Variegated  limestone  (very  liard)  8  2    Fireclay 1  2 

D.irk  soapstone  (soft) 1  C    Gray  sandstone  (gets  ilarker)    .27  0 

Hard    conglomerate    rock    with            |  Dark  sand  shale 50  0 

iron  balls 9  0  ,  Hard  black  limeslouc  with  white 

Fire  clay 1  3!      spots Oil 

Black  slate 4  0    Black  slate  (very  soft)    ....    0  10 

Coal 0  0    Coal 0  1 

Blue  or  green  clay      1  3    Soipstone 0  2 

Hard  fossil  rock  (greenish  colon  7  3    Coal 0  1 

Spotted  limestone 8  0    Fireclay 0  G 

■\Vhite  fossil  rock 1  2    The  exact  depth  of  the  shaft  is  315  1 1 

After  getting  through  those  strata  and  not  finding  coal  Dr. 
Greenwood  abandoned  the  shaft  for  nearly  three  years,  and  let  it 
fill  up  with  water,  but  again  in  the  spring  of  1879  he  employed  an 
engine,  and  hoisted  out  the  water,  and  drilled  near  seventy  feet 
deeper,  but  found  nothing  to  justify  sinking  the  shaft  any  further, 
so  he  put  the  hands  at  work  on  the  last  18  inch  vein  of  coal,  and  it 
proved  to  be  a  very  good  article,  and  the  fire  clay  lying  immediately 
under  the  coal  the  shaft  can  be  worked  profitably.  This  is  the  only 
mine  in  the  county  where  coal  has  been  raised  to  any  extent,  although 
there  have  been  large  sums  of  money  spent  prospecting  for  it.. 

ECOXOJIIC.il,    GEOLOGY. 

Cord. — -South  of  Pana  coal  has  been  taken  out  at  several  places 
along  the  head  waters  of  Coal  creek.  At  White's  bank,  on  section 
34,  township  11,  north,  range  1,  east,  the  seam  is  about  twenty-two 
inches  thick,  of  good  quality,  and  obtained  by  drifting  into  the  hill 
side,  at  an  elevation  of  about  thirty  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
creek.  The  position  of  this  coal  in  the  geological  series  is  about 
420  feet  above  coal  No.  7,  and  coi-responds  to  No.  14,  counting 
from  lowest  coal  upwards,  and  is  numbered  seventeen  in  general 
section  of  this  and  adjoining  counties.  A  ten  inch  seam  crops  out 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  up  stream,  from  Greenwood's  mill,  but  the  coal 
is  of  poor  quality.  A  17  inch  seam  probably  exists  beneath  the 
limestone  at  North  Fork  mills,  about  six  feet  below  low  water. 
This  coal  is  perhaps  about  365  feet  above  coal  No.  7. 

Bidlding  Material. — South  of  Pana  there  is  a  quarry  of  hard 
gray  sandstone,  which  appears  to  be  very  durable.     At  a  quarry 
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six  miles  west  of  Pana,  on  Locust  Fork,  there  are  four  feet  of  aeh- 
gray  limestone,  weathering  liliiish-drah.  The  beds  are  rather  thin, 
but  the  rock  is  of  good  quality.  Two  miles  west  of  this  there  is  a 
very  good  iiiuirry  of  deep  blue  limestone;  the  lower  beds,  if  pro- 
perly ([Harried,  would  make  a  pretty  and  durable  building  stone. 

Ralston's  and  Greenwood's  quarries,  on  the  Snuih  Furk  of  San- 
gamon, each  contain  several  good  beds  of  Iniilding  stone,  and  make 
excellent  lime.  There  are  similar  quarries  at  the  Xorth  Fork  mills, 
and  three  miles  west. 

The  lower  two  feet  at  the  quarry  in  section  IG,  township  14, 
north,  range  3,  west,  would  probably  make  a  good  marble ;  it  is  a 
fine-grained,  even-textured,  dove-colored  limestone,  with  many  lines 
and  specs,  of  calc-spar. 


CHAPTER  VI  [. 

FAVyA    OF  THE   COX'yTY. 

N  presenting  a  list  of  the  animals  of  the  county  that 
1^1  ISi'  existed  here  prior  to  and  after  the  advent  of  the  white 
'  '"  man,  while  the  list  may  not  be  complete,  it  will,  how- 
ever, be  of  interest  to  the  student  and  scientist.  Of  the 
riiminatuit;  animals  that  were  indigenous  to  this  territor)',  we  had 
the  American  Elk  (Cervus  Canadensis),  and  still  have  the  deer  of 
two  kinds,  the  more  common,  the  well-known  American  deer  (Cer- 
vus Virginianus),  aud  the  White-tailed  Deer  (Cervus  Lencurus). 
And  at  a  period  not  very  remote,  the  American  Buffalo  (Bos 
Americanus)  must  have  found  pastures  near  the  alluvial  and  shaded 
banks  of  the  Sangamon  and  plains  aud  prairies  of  this  portion  of 
tha  State.  The  heads,  horns  and  banes  of  the  slain  animals  were 
still  numerous  in  1820.  The  Black  Bear  (Ursus  Americanus) 
were  quite  numerous  even  in  the  memory  of  the  older  settlers. 
Bears  have  been  seen  in  the  county  within  the  last  thirty  years. 
The  Gray  Wolf  CCanis  Occidentalis)  and  Prairie  Wolf  (^Canis 
latrans)  are  not  unfrequently  found,  as  is  also  the  Gray  Fox 
(Vulpes  Virginianus),  which  still  exists  by  its  superior  cunning. 
The  panther  (Felis  coiicolor)  was  occasionally  met  with  in  the  ear- 
lier times,  and  still  later  and  more  common,  the  Wild  Cat  (Lynx 
rufus).  The  Weasel,  one  or  more  species;  the  Mink  (Putorius 
Vison);  American  Otter  (Lutra  Canadensis) ;  the  Skunk  (Mephitis 
Mephitica) ;  the  Badger  (Taxidea  Americana);  the  Raccoon  (Pro- 
cyon  Lotor);  The  Oppossum  (Didelphys  Virginiaua).  The  two 
latter  species  of  animals  are  met  with  in  every  portion  of  the 
United  States  and  the  greater  part  of  North  America.  The  coon- 
skin  among  the  early  settlers  was  regarded  as  a  legal  tender.  The 
Bear  and  Otter  are  now  extinct  in  the  county,  aud  were  valualile 
for  their  furs.  Of  the  Squirrel  family  we  have  the  Fox,  Gray, 
Flying,  Ground  and  Prairie  Squirrel  uScirus  Ludovicauus,  Caroli- 
neusis,  Volucella,  Striatus  and  Spermaphilus).  The  Woodchuck 
(Arctomys  Monax) ;  the  common  Musk  Rat  (Fiber  Zibethicus). 
The  Bats,  Shrews  aud  Moles  are  common.  Of  the  Muridre  we  have 
the  introduced  species  of  Rats  and  Mice,  as  also  the  native  Meadow 
Mouse,  and  the  Long-tailed  Jumping  Mouse  (Meriones  Labrado- 
rus),  frequently  met  with  in  the  clearings.  Of  the  Hares,  the 
(Lupus  Sylvaticus)  the  so-called  Rabbit,  is  very  plentiful.  Several 
species  of  the  native  animals  have  perished,  being  unable  to  endure 
the  presence  of  civilization,  or  finding  the  food  congenial  to  their 
tastes  appropriated  by  stronger  races.  Many  of  the  pleasures, 
dangers  and  excitements  of  the  chase  arc  only  known  and  enjoyed 
by  most  of  us  of  the  present  day  through  the  talk  and  traditions  of 
the  past.  The  Buffalo  and  the  Elk  have  passed  the  borders  of  the 
Mississippi  to  the  westward,  never  more  to  retuiii. 


Of  the  Fiiili,  the  most  common  are  the  Cat,  Bass  and  the  Sun- 
fish.  The  Perch,  Pike  and  Buffalo  are  also  occasionally  met  with. 
The  common  Carp  Chub  are  numerous;  the  Bass  is  a  game  fish, 
aud  affords  fine  s])ort. 

Oi: Birch  may  be  mentioned  the  following:* 

Among  the  Game  Binls  most  sought  after  are  the  Meleagris 
Gallopavo  (Wild  Turkey),  and  Cupidonia  Cupido  (Prairie  Hen), 
which  aftbrd  excellent  sport  for  the  hunter,  and  are  quite  plenti- 
ful;  Pinnated  Grouse  (Bonasa  Umbellusi;  RutHed  Grouse  ( Ortyx 
Virgininanus) ;  Quail  (Philohela  Minor);   Woodcock  (Gallinago 
Wilsonii) ;  English  Snipe,  ( JIacrorhaniphus  Griseus) ;  Red-brea.sted 
Snipe,  (Gambetta  Melanoleuea) ;  Telltale  Snipe,  (Gambetta  Fla- 
vipes);  Yellow-Legs,  (  Limosa  Fedoa) ;  Marbled  Godwit,  (Scolofax 
Fedoa,    Wilson ) ;  Numenius   Longirastris,  (Long-billed  Curlew) ; 
Numenius  Hudsonicus,  (Short-billed  Curlew) ;  Rallus  Virginianus, 
(Virginia  Rail) ;  Cygnus  Americanus,  (American  Swan);  Cygnus 
Buccinator,  (Trumpeter  Swan) ;  Anser  Hyperboreus,  (Snow  Goose) ; 
Bermicala  Canadensis,  ( Canada  Goose ) ;  Bermicala  Brenta  (Brant ) ; 
Anas  Boschas  (Mallard);  Anas  Obscura  (Black  Duck);  I'afila 
Acuta,  (Pintail  Duck);  Nettion  Carolinensis,  (Green-winged  Teel) ; 
Querquedela  discors  (Blue-winged  Teel);  Spatula  Clypeata,  (Sho- 
veler);    Mareca  Americana,   (American  Widgeon);  Aix  Sponsa, 
( Summer,  or  Wood-Duck) ;  Aythaya  Americana  (Red-head  Duck) ; 
Aythaya  Vallisneria,   (Canvass-back  Duck) ;  Bucephala  Albeola 
(Butter    Ball);    Lophodytes    Cucculatus,    (Hooded   Merganser); 
(Pelecanus   erythrorhynchus),   Eough-billed   Pelican;   (Colymbus 
torquatus).   The   Loon  ;   ( Aegialitis   vociferus),    Killdeer   Plover ; 
Ball  Head,  Yellow-legged  and  upland  Plover;  (Tantalus  loculator). 
Wild  Ibis,  very  rarely  visit  this  locality.    ( Herodus  egretta).  White 
Heron;  (Ardea  Herodias),  Great  Blue  Heron;  (Botaurus  lentigi- 
nosus),  Bittern  ;  (Grus  Canadensis),  Sand  Hill  Urane  ;  (Ectopistes 
niigratoria).    Wild    Pigeon  ;    (Zenaidura   Carolinensis),    Common 
Dove;  (Corvus    cai-nivurus),    American    Raven;   (Corvus   Ameri- 
canus),  Cojinnon  Crow;  (Cyanurus  eristatus),   Blue  Jay;  (Doli- 
chonyx  oryzivorus),  Bobo'link  ;  (Agelaius  phcenicanus).  Red-winged 
Black  Bird;  (Sturella  magna).  Meadow  Lark;  (Icterus  Baltimore), 
Golden  Oriole;  (Chrysometris  tristis),  Yellow  Bird;  (Junco  hye- 
nialis).  Snow  Bird;  (Spizella  Socialis),  Chipping  Sparrow;  (Spi- 
zella  pusilla).  Field  Sparrow;  (Jlelospiza  palustris).  Swamp  Spar- 
row; (Cyanospiza  eyanea),  Indigo  Bird;  (Cardinalis  Virginianus), 
Cardinal  Red  Bird  ;  (Pipilo  erythrophthalraus),  Cheewink  ;  (Sitta 
Carolinensis  I,  White-bellied  Nuthatch  ;  ( Mimus  polyglottus).  Mock- 
ing Bird  ;  (Minus  Carolinensis),  Cat  Bird;   (Harphorhynchus  ru- 
fus). Brown  Thrush  ;  (Troglodytes  aedon),  House  Wren;  (Hirundo 
horreorum).    Barn    Swallow;    (Cotyle   riparia),    Bank   Swallow; 
(Progne   purpurea).    Blue   Martin;  (Ampellis   cedrorum),   Cedar 
Bird;    (Pyrangra   rubra).   Scarlet   Tan  age  r ;    (Pyrangra   astiva). 
Summer  Red  Bird  ;  (Tardus  migratorus),  Robin,  came  less  than 
forty  years  ago.     (Sialia  Sialis),  Blue  Bird  ;  (Tyraanus  Carolinen- 
sis), King  Bird  ;  (Sayornis  fuscus),  Pewee;  (Ceryle  alcyon).  Belted 
Kingfisher;  (Antrostomus  vociferus),   Whippoorwill ;  (Chardeiles 
popetue),  Night  Hawk;  (Chaetura  pelasgia).  Chimney  Swallow; 
(Trochilus  colubris).  Ruby-throated  Humming  Bird;  (Picus  villo- 
sus).  Hairy  Woodpecker;  (Picus  pubesoens).  Downy  Woodpecker; 
(Melanerpes  erythrocephalus),  Red-headed  Woodpecker;  (Colaptes 
auratus),   Golden- Winged    Woodpecker ;   (Conurus   Carolinensis), 
Carolina  Parrot;  (Bubo  Virgiuianus),  Great  Horned  Owl;  (Syr- 
nium  nebulosum).  Barred  Owl;  (Nyctea  nivea)  Snowy  Owl;  (Ca- 
thartes   aura),   Turkey    Buzzard ;    (Faico   columbarium).   Pigeon 
Hawk  ;  (Nauclerus  furcatus).  Swallow-tailed  Hawk  ;  (Icteria  Mis- 
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sissippiensis),  Mississippi  Kite;  (Buteo  borealis),  Ked-taileJ  Hawk, 
(Haliatus  leucocephalus),  Bald  Eagle;  (Falco  fulvius),  Riug-tailed 
Eagle. 

We  give  the  following  classification  of  birds  into  three  divisions, 
as  found  in  the  "Transactions  of  the  Illinois  State  Horticultural 
Society  "  of  1876. 

1st.  Those  of  the  greatest  value  to  the  fruit-growers,  in  dcstro_ving 
noxious  insects,  and  which  should  be  encouraged  and  fostered  in 
every  way. 

Blue  Birds,  Tit-mice  or  Chicadees,  Warblers  (small  summer  birds 
with  plea.sant  notes,  seen  in  trees  and  gardens).  Swallows,  Vuros 
(small  birds  called  green  necks)  All  birds  known  as  Woodpeckers 
except  sap-suckers  (Picus  varius).  This  bird  is  entirely  injurious, 
as  it  is  not  insectivorous,  but  feeds  on  the  inner  bark,  cambium 
(and  the  elaborated  sap)  of  many  species  of  trees,  and  may  be 
known  from  other  Woodpeckers,  by  its  belly  being  yellowish,  a 
large  black  patch  on  its  breast,  and  the  top  of  its  head  a  dark  bright 
red.  The  males  have  also  a  patch  of  the  same  on  their  throats  and 
with  the  minor  margins  of  the  two  central  tail  feathers  white. 
This  bird  should  not  be  mistaken  for  the  two  other  most  valualde 
birds  which  it  nearly  resembles,  to  wit: — The  Hairy  Woodpecker, 
(Picus  villiosii  et  vars);  and  the  Downy  Woodpecker,  (Picus 
pubescens  et  vans).  These  two  species  have  the  outer  tail  feathers 
white  (or  barred  with  black),  and  have  only  a  small  patch  of  red 
on  the  back  of  the  head  of  the  males.  The  Yellow  Hammer  or 
Flecker,  (Colaptus  auratus)  is  somewhat  colored  with  yellow,  and 
should  not  be  mistaken  for  the  sap-sucker.  It  is  a  much  larger 
bird.  The  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  (Melanerpes  'rythrocephalus), 
sometimes  pecks  into  apples  and  devours  cherries,  and  should  be 
placed  in  the  next  division,  ('2d).  The  Wren,  Ground  Robin, 
(known  as  Cherwick),  Meadow  Lark,  all  the  fly-catchers,  the  King 
Bird  or  bee-catcher.  Whip-poor-will.  Night  Hawk  or  Goat  Sucker, 
Nut-hatcher,  Pewee  or  Pewit.  All  the  Blackbirds,  Bobolinks, 
Finches,  (Fringillida?),  Quails,  Song  Sparrows,  Scarlet  Tanager, 
Black,  AVhite  and  Brown  Creepers,  Maryland  Warblers,  Indigo 
Birds,  Chirping  Sparrow,  Black-throated  Bunting,  Thrushes,  ex- 
cept those  named  in  the  next  class,  and  all  domestic  fowls  except 
gee!e. 

2d. BIRDS    OF    DOUBTFUL    UTILITY. 

Which  include  those  which  have  beneficial  qualities,  but  which 
have  also  noxious  or  destructive  qualities  in  the  way  of  destroying 
fruits,  and  whose  habits  are  not  fully  determined.  (Thus  the  Robin, 
Brown  Thrush  and  Cat  Bird  are  very  valuable  as  cut-worm  eaters, 
but  also  very  obnoxious  to  the  small  fruit  growers.  The  Jay  (Blue 
Jay)  not  only  destructive  to  grain  and  fruits,  but  very  noxious  in 
the  way  of  destroying  the  nest  eggs  and  young  of  smaller  and  better 
birds,  Robin,  Brown  Thrush  and  Cat  Bird,  Shrike  or  Butcher  Bird, 
Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Jay  Bird  or  Blue  Jay,  Crow  and  the 
small  Owls  (screech  owls),  Pigeons  and  Mocking  Bird. ) 

3d. — BIRDS    THAT    SHOULD    BE    EXTERMINATED. 

Sap-sucker,  or  Yellow-bellied  Woodpecker,  (see  abuvc),  Balti- 
more Oriole,  or  Hanging  Bird,  Cedar  Bird,  or  Wax-wings  (Anipclis 
cedrorum),  Hawks  and  the  larger  Onls. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

FLORA. 

T  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  chapter  to  speak  exhaustively 
on  the  plants  of  the  county,  but  rather  to  give  a  list  of 
the  national  trees  and  shrubs  and  grasses  found  within 
its  limits.     The  intelligent  farmer  looks  at  once  to  the 


native  vegetation  as  a  sure  indication  of  the  value  and  fertility  of 
the  soil. 

The  botanist  in  making  a  survey  of  the  State  of  Illinois  would 
consider  it  under  three  heads,  or  ordinances;  the  heavily  timl)ered 
regions  of  the  South,  the  flora,  which  is  remarkable  for  its  variety; 
the  central  portion,  consisting  mainly  of  prairie,  3'et  not  without 
grooves  which  are  usually  adjacent  to  water  courses.  The  county 
of  Christian  lying  as  it  does  in  the  prairie  region,  presents  all  the 
characteristics  of  a  prairie  county.  Upon  the  flora  of  this  county 
civilization  has  produced  its  inevitable  eflect.  Our  article  will 
particularly  treat  of  the  more  valuable  woods  utilized  in  the  me- 
chanic arts,  and  the  grasses,  plants,  vegetables,  and  flowers  most 
beneficial  to  man,  and  particularly  those  which  are  natives  of  the 
county.  Many  species  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  have  fled ;  the 
BuflTalo  grass,  which  .only  grew  on  parts  of  the  prairies,  and  almost 
wholly  the  large  pampas  grass,  have  become  extinct,  and  given 
place  to  blue-grass,  which,  in  places  where  domestic  cattle  feed,  is 
rapidly  and  quietly  displacing  all  others.  The  plants  are  many 
and  rare,  some  for  beauty  and  some  for  medicine.  The  pink-root, 
the  columbo,  the  ginseng,  the  boneset,  pennyroyal,  and  others  are 
used  as  herbs  for  medicine.  Plants  of  beauty  are  phlox,  the  lily, 
the  asclepias,  the  mints,  golden  rod,  the  eye-bright  gerardia,  and 
hundreds  more  which  adorn  the  meadows  and  brook-sides;  besides 
are  climbing  vines,  the  trumpet  creeper,  the  bitter  sweet,  the  wood- 
bine, the  clematis,  and  the  grape,  which  fill  the  woods  with  gay 
festoons,  and  add  grace  to  many  a  decaying  monarch  of  the  forest. 
The  trees  and  grasses,  one  so  lordly  and  permanent,  the  other  so 
humble  and  transient,  are  the  true  glories  of  the  county.  The  oak, 
with  at  least  its  twenty  varieties;  the  hickory,  with  as  many  more 
species;  the  thirty  kinds  of  elm,  from  the  sort  which  bear  leaves  as 
large  as  a  man's  hand,  to  the  kind  which  bear  a  leaf  scarcely  larger 
than  a  man's  thumb-nail;  the  black  walnut,  so  tall  and  straight; 
the  hackberry;  gum  tree,  black  and  sweet;  the  tulip;  the  giant 
cotton-woods,  and  hundreds  more  attest  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and 
mildness  of  the  climate,  while  the  blue-grass  in  its  ten  varieties,  the 
timothy  and  red-top,  with  clover  so  abundant  in  succulence,  aflbrds 
excellent  pasturage,  and  opens  a  fine  field  for  the  dairyman  or  stock 
raiser. 

The  f  illowing  is  a  partial  list  of  the  trees  and  plants  of  the 
county  : 

Poa  pratensis — spear-grass;  Poa  compressia — blue-gi'ass,  common. 

Arisrema  triphyllum — Indian  turnip  ;  Typhlatifolia — cat-tail  ; 
Sagittaria  variabilis — arrow-head  ;  Cypripedium  pubescens — yel- 
low lady's  slipper;  Cypripedium  candidum — white  lady's  slipper, 
common. 

Cannabis  sativa — hemp;  Humulus  lupulus— hop,  not  common. 

Datura  stramonium — Jamestown  weed;  Asclepias  cornuti — milk 
weed;  Fraxinus  Americana — white  ash ;  Fraxinus  sambucifolia — 
black  ash  ;  Phytolacca  decandra — poke  weed ;  Amarantus  hybri- 
dus — pigweed;  Rumex  crispus — sour  dock  ;  Sassafras  officinale — 
sassafras ;  Benzoin  odoriferus — fever  bush  ;  Marrubiuni  vulgarc — 
hoarhound  ;  Solanum  nigrum — night-shade;  Physalis  viscosa  — 
ground  cherry;  Monarda  didyma — horsemint;  Nepeta  cataria — 
catnip  ;  Hedeoma  pulegioides — pennyroyal ;  Diospyros  virginiana 
— persimmon;  Plantago  major -plantain  ;  Verbascum  thapsus — 
mullein,  common  ;  Cirsium  lanceolatuni — cnnimou  thistle  ;  Lappa 
mtjor — Burdock;  Taraxacum  dens-leouis — dandelion,  common,  in- 
troduced during  the  last  forty  years. 

Erecthites  hieracifblia — fire  weed  ;  And)rosia  artemisfefolia — rag 
weed;  Xanthium  strumarium — cockle  burr;  Bidens  bipinnata — 
Spanish  needle  ;  Bidens  chrysanthemoides — beggar  ticks ;  Manta 
cotula — May  weed  ;  Leucanthemum  vulgare — ox-eye  daisy,  common. 
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Eiipatoriuni  perfuliatum — thoroughwort,  not  common  ;  Cornus 
Floriila — dogwood  ;  Ranibuciis  Canadensis — elder,  very  common  ; 
Ribes  c.vnosbati — wild  gousebcrry  ;  Pyrus  coronana — wild  crab, 
abundant. 

Crategns,  several  species ;  Rosa  setigcra — climbing  rose;  Rubus 
lueida— dwarf  wild  ruse;   Kubus  villosus— blackberry,  abundant. 

Asiinina  triinlja — papaw,  (]uite  abundant  along  the  creek  bot- 
toms; Nelumbium  luteum — IMay  apple,  abundant  in  shady  places. 

Sanguinaria  Canadensis,  or  bloodroot;  Lepidiura  Virginicum — 
wild  pepper-grass;  Portulaca  Oleracea,  or  purslane;  Tilia  Ameri- 
cana, or  linden,  not  abundant ;  Zanthoxylum  Amcricanum  — prickly 
ash,  scarce;  Rhus  typhina — sumach  ;  Rhus  toxicodendron — ])oison 
oak;  Vitis  aestivalis — summer  grape  common;  Vitis  cordifulia — 
frost  grape  ;  Ampelopsis  quinquefolia — Virginia  creeper;  iEsculus 
])avia — buckeye,  scarce;  Acer  saccharinum — sugar  maple;  Acer 
dasycarpum — white  maple;  Negundo  aceroidcs — box  elder;  Bap- 
tisia  tinrtnria  — indigo  weed,  not  abundant;  Cercis  Canadensis — 
red-bud;  (iyrnmicladus  Canadensis — Kentucky  coffee-tree;  Gleidt- 
schia  tracanthos — honey  locust :  Prunus  Americana — red  plum  ; 
Prunus  chicasa — Chickasaw-  plum  :  Prunus  ecrotina — wild  cherry  ; 
Fragaria  Virginiana — wild  strawberry;  Rubus  occidentalis— 'tjlack 
cap  raspberry;  Rubus  Canadensis — dewberry,  cunniinu. 

Populus  angulata — cotton-wood,  abundant. 

Salix — willow,  several  varieties. 

Alnus  serrulata — alder. 

BeUila — birch  ;   Carpinus  Americana — horn-bean,  not  common. 

Corylus  Americana — hazelnut,  abundant;  Castanea  pumila — 
chinquapin. 

Quercus  rubra — red  oak  ;  Qucrcus  palustris — water  oak,  com- 
mon ;  Quercus  tinctoria — black  oak  ;  Quercus  nigra  — black-jack  ; 
Quercus  imbricaria — laurel  oak  ;  Quercus  prinus — chestnut  white 
oak;  Quercus  castanea — yellow  oak,  not  common  ;  Quercus  alba — 
white  oak,  common  ;  Quercus  obstiloba — post  oak,  abundant. 

Carya  glabra — pig-nut  hickory;  Quercus  macrocai-pa — overcup 
oak,  common  ;  Carya  tomentosa — white^heart  hickory;  Carya  alba 
■ — shell-bark  hickory  ;  Carya  olivreformis — pecan  ;  not  common. 

Juglans  nigra — black  walnut,  abundant ;  Juglaus  cincrea — but- 
ter-nut, not  common. 

Platanus  occideu talis — sycamore. 

Ulraus  fulva — red  elm;  Morus  rubra — red  mulberry;  Urtica 
dioica  — stinging  nettle;  Ulmus  Americana — white  elm,  abundant. 

In  the  above  list  we  have  given  the  scientific  as  well  as  the  Eng- 
lish names,  believing  such  a  course  to  pursue  in  the  study  of  planis 
more  beneficial  to  the  student  or  general  reader.  There  may  be 
some  plants  omitted,  yet  we  think  the  list  quite  complete. 


CHAPTER    IX. 

CIVIL  HISTORY. 

RIOR  to  1839  that  portion  of  Illinois  now  known  as 
Christian  county,  was  a  part  of  Sangamon,  Jlont- 
goHiery,  and  Shelby  counties,  and  was  originally  named 
Dane,  which  title  it  held  for  one  year.  In  1839 
the  legislature,  iu  session  at  the  capital,  Vandalia,  pas.scd  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  creating  the  county  of  Dane,"  and  appoiiitiug 
Commissioners  to  select  a  .seat  of  Justice,  whose  names  appear  in  the 
report  which  is  appended. 

"An  Act  to  ci<tablhh  the  coiinti/  of  Dane  "  "  Boi'XD.iRiKS  OF 
D.^NE  County."  "  That  all  that  tract  of  country  lying  within  (he 
following  boundaries,  to  «v7;  Beginning  where  the  tliinl  principal 
meridian  crosses  the  north  fork   of   the  Sangamon   river:   tlicncc. 


down  said  river,  to  the  line  between  sections  nine  and  ten,  in  town- 
ship fifteen  north,  of  range  three  west;  thence  south,  to  the  south- 
east corner  of  section  four,  in  township  fourteen  north,  range  last 
aforesaid ;  thence  west,  three  miles  by  the  surveys ;  thence  south 
three  miles  by  the  surveys ;  thence  west  three  miles  by  the  surveys: 
thence  south,  to  the  southern  boundary  of  township  eleven,  range 
last  aforesaid  ;  thence  east,  with  the  surveys,  to  the  third  principal 
meridian ;  thence  north,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  constitute 
the  County  of  Dane. 

Approved,  Februory  \')tli,  1839. 

Thomas  Caklin,  Governor." 

We  append  the  following  report  of  the  Commissioners. — "  The 
undersigned,  Benjamin  Mitchell,  of  Tazewell  county;  John  Henry, 
of  Morgan  county  ;  and  Newton  Walker,  of  Fulton  county,  having 
been  appointed  commissioners  to  locate  the  seat  of  justice  of  Dane 
county,'  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  establishing  said 
county,  met  at  the  town  of  AUonton,  in  said  county  of  Dane,  on 
Monday,  the  20th  day  of  May,  A.  D  ,  1839,  pursuant  to  a  previous 
agreement  between  said  commissioners,  and  after  being  first  duly 
sworn  by  Esquire  Ketchara,  an  acting  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  and 
for  said  county,  faithfully  and  impartially  to  discharge  the  duties 
imposed  upon  us  by  said  law,  proceeded  to  explore  said  county  and 
to  locate  the  seat  of  justice  thereof,  with  a  view  to  the  present  and 
future  population,  and  having  fully  examined  the  same,  and  being 
satisfied  iu  the  premises,  we  fixed  and  located  the  seat  of  Justice  of 
said  county  of  Dane,  on  the  West  half  of  the  North-ea.st  quarter  of 
section  twenty-seven,  in  township  thirteen  north,  range  2,  to  west  of 
the  third  principal  meridian,  in  the  most  eligible  place  at  or  near  a 
stake  establisheii  by  us  on  said  half  quarter  section  ;  we  also  took  a 
bond  from  M.  Eastham,  proprietor  of  said  land,  with  good  and  suf- 
ficient security  conditioned  for  the  conveyance  of  a  public  square, 
of  not  less  than  two  acres  of  said  land  to  said  county,  on  which  to 
erect  a  court-house,  and  also  for  the  payment  of  three  thousand 
dollars  in  cash,  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  law." 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  and  affixed 
our  seal  this  24tb  dav  of  Mav,  A.  D.,  1839. 


I    Benjamin"  Mitchell,  '  ^^^^ 
Signed,      -\   John  Henry,  ^skai. 


I' 


Newton  Walker, 


(S) 


Filed  May  2Wi,  1839. 

C.  R.  Matiieney,  Clei-h,  (of  Sangamon  Co.) 

While  some  of  the  citizens  approved  of  the  location,  others  were 
dissatisfied.  We  quote  the  following  from  the  Springfield  Journal 
of  September  20th,  1839  : 

"  That  the  county  seat  was  not  located  in  accordance  with  the  im- 
plied wish  of  nine-tenths  of  the  citizens,  is  a  proposition  which  has  ne- 
ver been  denied  by  any  person  residing  therein,  but  on  the  contrary, 
was  located  in  opposition  to  their  wishes.  The  citizens  held  a  meet- 
ing, (and  there  was  quite  a  respectable  collection  of  people  before 
the  location  was  made),  expressed  a  desire  to  have  AUenton  or 
Edinburg  selected.  There  was  not  a  dissenting  voice  in  the  meet- 
ing. Yet  the  commissioners  wholly  disregarded  this  expression  of 
the  citizens." 

The  land  on  which  the  location  was  made  was  entered  in  1835, 
by  Daniel  C.  Goode,  an  old  pioneer  citizen,  and  by  him  conveyed 
on  the  23d  of  May,  1839,  to  Marvellous  Eastham  and  others  fiir 
that  purp  isC.     Tlic  acknowlcdginent  of  the  deed  of  couve3-ance  was 
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before  Eli  Matthews,  J.  P.,  May  24th,  1830.  The  deed  is  "  wit- 
nessed "  by  the  late  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  who  made  an  affi- 
davit to  that  effect.  May  30th,  1839,  before  Thomas  C.  Brown,  one 
of  the  Associate  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois. 

Survey  of  the  County  seat. — The  law  provided  that  the  location  of 
the  county  seat  should  not  be  made  on  private  property,  unless  the 
owner  thereof  convey  to  the  county  twenty  acres  of  the  land,  having 
the  court-house  square  in  the  centre,  or  donate  in  lieu  thereof 
S3,000,  to  be  used  in  the  erection  of  Public  Buildings.  The  town 
was  surveyed  and  platted  by  T.  51.  Ncal,  county  surveyor  of  San- 
gamon county,  for  a  company  composed  of  Dr.  Kichard  F. 
Barrett,  Hon.  John  Taylor,  Marvellous  Eastham,  and  Robert 
Allen,  citizens  of  Springfield,  Illinois.  The  company  agreed  to  pay 
the  "bonus  of  S3,03;) "  in  pursuance  of  law,  and  executed  their 
obligations  for  said  am  lunt.  They  however  failed  to  pay  the 
money  at  its  maturity.  A  suit  was  instituted,  and  the  case  even- 
tually carried  to  the  Supreme  Court;  and  while  pending  in  that 
C'>urt  the  matter  was  compromised  by  the  company,  they  convey- 
ing to  the  CO  inty  the  "  Public  square  and  78  town  lots  iu  Taylor- 
ville."  This  arrangement,  it  was  claimed,  greatly  inured  to  the 
interests  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town.  These  lots  were  afterward 
sold  at  merelj'  nominal  prices  by  the  county  authorities,  to  persons 
agreeing  to  improve  them. 

Christening  the  County  Seat. — The  location  of  the  seat  of  justice 
was  looked  upon  by  the  old  settlers  as  an  important  event  in  the 
history  of  the  county.  It  was  determined  to  honor  the  occasion  in 
a  suitable  manner;  therefore  a  sumptuous  dinner  was  given  to  the 
proprietors  at  the  house  of  Daniel  C.  Goode,  the  former  owner  of 
the  land.  The  dinner  was  supplemented  with  an  ample  supply  of 
old  Monongahela.  Some  of  the  guests,  feeling  its  exhilarating  etiects, 
propo.5ed  to  name  the  new  county  seat,  and  that  in  so  doing  it 
should  be  in  honor  of  one  of  the  notable  guests  present.  The  pro- 
position was  received  with  hearty  eclat.  In  response  to  a  toast  it 
was  named  Taylorville,  in  honor  of  Hon.  John  Taylor,  of 
Springfield,  Illinois,  one  of  its  proprietors. 

CHANGING  THE  NAME  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

The  county  was  first  named  Dane,  in  compliment  to  Nathan 
Dane  of  Massachusetts,  who  had  been  a  member  of  Congress,  and 
rendered  prominent  as  the  author  of  that  celebrated  North-western 
Ordinance,  by  which  that  large  territory  was  forever  consecrated 
to  freedom.  The  act  was  passed  by  Congress  on  the  13th  of  July, 
1787.  In  a  speech  at  Boston,  shortly  after  the  nullificatiou  times 
of  1832,  Daniel  Wcb.ster,  in  referring  to  Hayne's  speaking  in  an 
ironical  manner  of  "one  Nathan  Dane,"  exclaimed  scornfully — 
"Mr.  Hayne  calls  him  'one  Nathan  Dane?'  I  tell  3'ou,  my 
fellow-citizens,  that  Nathan  Dane  was  no  Federalist,  and,  that  as 
author  of  the  North-western  Ordinance,  his  name  is  as  immortal  as 
if  it  were  written  on  yonder  firmament,  blazing  forever  between 
Orion  and  Pleiades." 

This  statement  is  made,  as  on  it  hinged  the  changing  of  the  name 
Dane,  to  that  of  Chriitian.  It  was  rumored  that  Dane  was  a  rank 
old  "  Federalist,"  and  effectually  used  by  those  seeking  the  change. 
The  county  at  that  time,  as  now,  was  democratic,  and  the  term 
"  Federalist  '  was  distasteful — often  used  as  a  term  of  opprobrium 
towards  their  opponents  in  those  partisan  days.  The  name  Dane 
was  suggested  and  first  put  in  the  original  petition,  asking  for  the 
new  county,  by  Wm.  S.  Frink,  a  prominent  "  whig"  politician  at 
that  period,  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  fjrmation  of  the 
county.  This  fact  gave  coloring  to  the  charge.  At  the  time  he 
thought  little  about  the  political  proclivities  of  the  author  of  the 
celebrated  ordinance,  but  selected  the  name  from   his  known  na- 


tional reputation  ;  and  from  the  fact  that  in  the  great  north-west 
there  was  no  county  by  that  name,  thus  avoiding  the  too  fre- 
quent use  of  names  common  in  counties  and  towns  in  this  and  other 
states.  Since,  however,  a  county  in  Wisconsin  has  been  called  Dane. 
Daniel  C  Goode,  an  old  settler  and  uncompromising  Jackson  dem- 
ocrat, circulated  petitions  to  have  the  name  changed.  In  aid  of  the 
movement,  a  mass-meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  was  held 
on  the  open  prairie,  where  the  court-house  now  stands  ;  Thomas  P. 
Bond  addressed  the  meeting;  made  the  motion,  which  was  adopted, 
substituting  the  name  Christian  for  that  of  Dane.  This  name  was 
suggested  from  the  fact  that  many  of  the  inhabitants,  at  that  time, 
were  from  Christian  county,  Kentucky.  The  change  was  effected 
and  legalized  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  passed  February  1st, 
1840.  Hon.  Thos.  J.  Nance  was  the  representative  of  the  district 
in  the  legi.<lature,  and  it  was  through  his  efiijrts  that  the  prayer  of 
the  ])etitioners  was  granted,  and  the  bill  became  a  law. 

The  records  and  proceedings  of  the  county,  for  the  first  year 
after  its  organization,  appear  under  the  name  'Dane."  But  on  the 
2d  of  March.  1840,  on  the  official  records  of  the  county  court,  the 
change  is  thus  noted,  "  Christian  (aiiais  Dane)  county."  Who 
first  conceived  the  idea  of  the  formation  of  the  county  is  lost 
in  the  labyrinths  of  the  past ;  prominent  in  the  movement  to 
effect  it  was  C.)l.  Thos.  P.  Bjnd,  Judge  W.  S.  Frink,  Daniel  Jliller, 
Gabriel  R  Jernigan,  Jesse  Murphy,  William  S.  Ricks,  Aaron  jNIc- 
Kenzic,  A.  D.  Northcutt,  Amos  Richardson,  William  B.  Hall  ; 
other  petitions  were  circulated  on  two  different  occasions  ;  the  first 
petition  failed  to  secure  all  the  territory  the  friends  of  the  move- 
ment desired.  This  caused  the  circulation  of  another  petition 
asking  the  annexation  of  additional  territory.  Col.  Bond  was 
the  bearer  of  the  first  petition  to  the  legislature.  The  Act  made 
the  third  principal  meridian  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  newly 
formed  county.  It  was  expected  to  extend  six  miles  further 
eastward,  as  set  forth  in  the  first  petition,  but  for  some  cause  was 
ignored.  The  act,  therefore,  as  passed,  was  not  satisfactory  ;  and 
more  especially  to  the  inhabitants  residing  on  the  territorj'  border- 
ing along  the  east  side  of  the  meridian  line.  Seeing  the  importance 
of  adding  a  tier  of  townships  from  Shelby  county.  Judge  Frink, 
Wm.  B.  Hall,  and  Aaron  McKenzie  circulated  petitions  in  Febru- 
ary, 1839,  over  Shelby  county.  The  men  in  charge  of  the  petition 
pushed  the  canvass  with  a  will  and  determination  over  the  territory 
of  Shelby,  securing  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  favoring  the 
annexation  project.  Jesse  Oliver,  then  county  clerk  of  Shelby 
county,  appended  his  official  certificate  to  that  cfl^ect.  The  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  was  granted,  and  became  a  law,  granting  to  the 
county  of  Dane,  townships  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  and  the  south 
half  of  fourteen  north,  range  one,  east,  of  the  3d  principal  meri- 
dian. In  this  valuable  acquisition  the  county  secured  an  additional 
area  of  80,640  acres  of  choice  land. 

FIR.ST    ELECTION    FOR    COUNTY    OFFICERS 

Was  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1839.  The  conntv  was 
divided  into  three  precincts,  north,  centre,  and  south,  with  voting 
places  at  Buckhart  Grove,  Allenton,  and  at  the  hou.se  of  John  Z. 
Durbin.  The  judges  of  election  for  Buckhart  were  James 
Fletcher,  George  D.  Pierson,  and  John  George ;  clerks,  Samuel 
Yirden  and  Gustavus  A.  Kilbourn.  For  Allenton  —  Judges 
were  John  Estcs,  Joshua  Brents,  and  Isaac  Harris ;  clerks,  Thomas 
S.  Lcaehman  and  Jesse  Murphy.  At  Durbin's — Judges  wore  Rich- 
ard Simpson,  Lsaac  Logsdon,and  Thomas  Durbin;  clerks,  William 
Durbin  and  Christ.  K.  Durbin.  The  residents  of  Bear  creek  voted 
at  the  John  Z.  Durbin  poll ;  and  those  of  the  lower  South  Fork  at 
Allenton,  and  all  the  North  Fork  country  at  Buckhart  Grove.  The 
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law  provided  that  the  judges  of  election  phoiihl  meet  at  Allenton, 
some  three  miles  norlh-cast  of  Taylorville,  compare  the  vote,  and 
deliver  to  each  officer  elected  a  certificate  to  that  etJect.  The  judges 
of  eleetiou  were  further  required  to  retain  the  poll-books,  until  the 
county  clerk  elect  hail  been  f|ualified,  when  they  were  to  make  re- 
turns of  the  election  to  the  said  county  clerk.  It  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  clerk  to  transmit  an  abstract  of  the  votes,  so  returned, 
to  the  secretary  of  state ;  this  was  done,  and  the  same  mailed  at 
Blue  Point,  the  nearest  post-office  at  that  date.  Unfortunately 
this  abstract  of  the  vote  given,  is  missing  from  the  files  in  the  Sec- 
retary of  State's  office.  The  population  of  the  county  at  that  date 
was  small,  about  1,400;  the  total  number  of  votes  polled  was 
only  100. 

FIRST    OFFICERS    ELECTED 

Were  E  S.  Young,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court;  Thomas  "W.  Davis, 
Probate  Justice;  AVilliam  S.  Ricks,  Sheriff";  Benjamin  "Williams, 
Coroner;  H.  M.  Yandeveer,  Recorder;  John  S.  Stockton,  County 
Surveyor.  Thomas  P.  Chapman, 

Peter  Porter, 
Gavin  Ralston,  Sr., 
Conntii  Commissionerii'  Court. 

OFFICERS    ArrOINTED    BY    THE   COUNTY    COURT. 

Jesse  Murphy,  Collector  of  Revenue ;  Gabriel  R.  Jernigan, 
County  Treasurer;  H.  M.  Yandeveer,  School  Commissioner.  This 
was  the  crowning  event  in  the  formation  of  the  new  county;  the 
long  expectations  of  frimds  realized  ;  and  with  its  newly  elected 
officers,  it  was  prepared  to  take  position  in  the  ranks  of  its  si.ster 
counties  in  the  state. 

RECORD     OF     THE    MEETING     OF     THE     FIRST     BOARD     OP     COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 

With  this  tribunal,  more  than  any  other,  devolved  the  duty  of 
setting  the  county  machinery  in  motion.  The  three  commissioners 
elected,  Thomas  P.  Chapman,  Peter  Porter,  and  Gavin  Ralston,  Sr., 
constituted  what  was  styled  the  County  Commissioners'  Court. 
It  was  made  their  duty  to  transact  all  official  business  pertaining  to 
the  interests  of  the  county,  the  making  of  roads,  bridges,  selection 
of  jurors,  and  a  general  supervision  of  the  financial  operations  of 
the  count}'. 

The  first  term  of  this  court  was  held  on  the  l.'uh  of  April,  18.39, 
at  a  small  village  called  Edinburg,  located  about  two  miles  north- 
west of  Taylorville,  on  G.  W.  Yalentine's  farm.  The  county  seat 
had  not  yet  been  located.  There  were  present  at  this  meeting  the 
three  commissioners,  E.  S.  Young,  county  clerk,  and  Wm.S.  Ricks, 
sheriflT.  The  court  was  opened  in  due  form  by  the  proclamation  of 
the  sheriff.  A  herd  of  deer  grazing  near  by  were  startled  at  the 
anomalous  sound,  and  fled  to  the  wilds  of  the  prairie.  The  first 
entry  of  record  reads,  "  ordered,  that  county  commissioners  have 
met  according  to  appointment  for  the  business  of  the  county  of 
Dane ;  that  the  clerk  of  this  court  provide  suitable  blank  books 
for  keeping  all  records  of  the  county."  The  county  was  divided 
into  four  a-ssessors' districts,  and  the  appointment  of  as  many  as.ses- 
sors :  John  S.  Stockton  was  for  the  first  or  North  Fork  district, 
and  for  his  services  rendered  charged  the  county  ten  dollars;  Daniel 
C.  Goode  was  selected  for  the  .second,  or  central  district,  receiving 
for  his  services  ten  dollars;  Thomas  P.  Bond  was  appointed  for  the 
third.  Bear  creek,  or  the  south  part  of  the  county,  charging  for  like 
services  seven  dollars ;  Aquilla  Council  was  appointed  for  the 
fourth,  or  lower  South  Fork  ;  his  chaTge  for  services  rendered  was 
fourteen  dollars.  Making  a  total  cost  of  only  $il  for  assessing  the 
entire  county. 


COUNTY    ROADS. 

The  value  of  good  roads  to  a  nation  or  county  cannot  be  over- 
estimated ;  they  are  evidences  of  a  high  civilization.  Savages 
make  nil  roads  and  build  no  bridges.  It  is  only  at  the  behest  of 
civilizi-d  man  that  the  beautiful  arch  springs  across  the  stream.  A 
great  people  are  road-builders,  and  the  Eternal  City  retained  sway 
over  her  conquered  and  remote  provinces  by  means  of  the  magnifi- 
cent highways  that  radiated  from  her  gates.  When  the  first  settlers 
came  into  the  county,  it  is  needless  to  say  that  no  roads  exi.sted. 
Along  the  trail  which  was  first  marked  out  by  the  footsteps  of  the 
buffalo,  the  wily  Indian  pursued  his  aimless  wanderings.  Much 
has  been  done  since  that  distant  day  in  providing  roads  along  which 
products  travel  to  the  place  of  shipment ;  yet  much  remains  to  be 
done.  One  of  the  great  drawbacks  of  the  county,  to-day,  is  the 
want  of  good  roads.  Business  languishes  and  trade  is  paralyzed 
during  a  portion  of  the  year  on  account  of  the  execrable  condition 
of  the  public  roads.  The  people  seem  almost  to  have  given  them- 
selves up  to  the  belief  that  from  the  level  nature  of  the  country, 
and  the  character  of  the  soil,  excellent  roads  are  impossible,  unless 
they  are  macadamizeil.  Let  the  roads  be  improved,  and  the  farm 
interests — the  really  important  ones  to  a  nation  or  a  community — 
will  grow  apace.  A  better  system  of  road  supervision  and  drainage 
should  be  devised. 

The  County  Commissioners,  understanding  the  importance  of 
roads,  at  their  first  session  formed  seven  road  districts,  and  appointed 
supervisors  for  the  same.  For  the  first,  Martin  Hinkle;  second, 
John  G.  Fletcher;  third,  David  Simons;  fourth,  Allen  B.  Peabody; 
fifth,  Wm.  B.  Hall ;  sixth,  Presley  Peek,  and  seventh,  Francis 
Adams.  There  were  two  leading  eastern  routes  passing  through 
the  county,  one  of  which  was  the  Springfield,  Charleston  and  Terre 
Haute  stage  road.  On  these  the  supervisors  were  directed  to  ex- 
pend the  road  labor.  The  court  then  directed  its  attention  to  the 
opening  of  county  roads;  one  of  its  regulations  was,  that  every  pe- 
tition or  application  for  a  new  road  should  be  accompanied  with  ten 
dollars  to  defray  expenses  in  making  the  location  and  survey,  and 
every  person  signing  the  petition  should  perform  a  day's  work  on 
the  same.  In  those  days  people  were  not  hasty  in  signing  petitions. 
On  petition,  and  ten  dollars  accompanying  it,  Eli  Matthews,  Thos. 
Young,  and  William  Harvey  were  appointed  commissioners  to 
view  and  locate  a  road  from  Taylorville,  in  a  north-western  direc- 
tion, to  Elgau's  mill,  on  the  lower  South  Fork.  Another  petition 
and  ten  dollars  were  laid  before  the  court,  asking  for  a  road  from 
Taylorville  to  Hillsboro,  to  cross  the  South  Fork  at  Simpson's 
Ford,  a  short  distance  below  the  Clarksdale  bridge,  taking  in 
Bond's  Point  and  the  Ricks'  farm,  on  the  head-waters  of  Bear 
creek.  Thos.  S.  Leach.man,  Joshua  Brents  and  Thos.  P.  Bond  were 
appointed  viewers  to  examine  and  locate  it.  These  were  the  first 
two  roads  receiving  official  sanction.  James  Young,  Jes.se  Murphy 
and  John  Z.  Durbin  were  appointed  additional  supervisors  to  look 
after  these  and  other  local  roads.  All  road  supervisors  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  court,  and  compelled  to  serve  without  compensation, 
under  a  penalty  of  five  dollars.  Neglect  of  duty  was  made  an  in- 
dictable ofi'ence.  Times  have  changed.  Such  is  not  the  penalty  for 
non-service  at  the  present. 

ELECTION    PRECINCTS. 

The  court,  at  its  first  term,  divided  the  county  into  four  justices 
or  election  precincts:  North,  East,  West  and  Central.  The  North 
embraced  all  that  territory  lying  north  of  a  line  running  from 
Campbellsburg,  due  east,  to  the  county  line,  taking  in  one  tier  of 
sections  south  of  the  line  dividing  townships  14  and  15.  It  con- 
tained  an   area  of  107  square  miles.     Place  of  voting,  at  Fargo 


HISTORY   OF   CHRISTIAX  COUNTY,   ILLINOIS. 


55 


jrilligan's.  The  first  judges  of  election  were  James  Fletcher,  Geo. 
D.  Piersoii  and  George  Dickerson.  The  East  comprised  the  terri- 
tory lying  east  of  a  line  beginning  at  the  north-west  corner  of  sec- 
tion 10,  township  14 — 1  west,  running  thence  south,  through  old 
Stonington  to  the  county  line,  containing  an  area  of  195  square 
miles.  Place  of  voting.  Old  Stonington.  Judges  of  election  were, 
Elijah  Palmer,  David  8inions  and  Peter  R.  Ketcham.  The  West 
embraced  the  territory  lying  west  of  a  line  beginning  at  the  north- 
west corner  of  section  7,  township  14, — 2  and  running  thence  south, 
on  the  dividing  line  between  townships  2  and  3,  to  the  county  line, 
containing  an  area  of  207  square  miles.  Place  of  voting,  at  Fran- 
cis Adams'.  Judges  of  election  were,  Robert  Richardson,  Thomas 
Anderson,  of  Bear  creelv,  and  Francis  Adams.  The  Central  com- 
prised all  that  territory  lying  between  the  East  and  West  precincts. 
It  contained  an  area  of  207  square  miles.  Place  of  voting,  the  old 
village  of  Edinburg.  Thomas  Young,  Jesse  Murphy  and  Isaac 
Harris  were  the  judges  of  election. 

FIRST    BRIDGE. 

In  1839,  the  court  made  the  following  order: 

"Ordered,  and  it  is  hereby  decreed  that  825  be,  and  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  use  and  purpose  of  erecting  and  completing  a 
bridge  across  the  Flat  Branch,  at  the  place  where  the  county  road 
from  Blue  Point  to  the  Brushy  Branch  crosses  said  stream,  and 
that  the  Supervisor  of  Roads  in  District  No.  5,  shall  have  an  order 
issued  on  the  treasury  for  said  sum,  to  be  expended  by  said  super- 
visor for  the  use  and  purpose  above  named." 

SECOND   SESSION. 

Assessment  of  Property. — At  a  count}'  commissioners'  court,  begun 
and  held  in  June,  1839,  a  tax  of  seventy  cents  on  every  one  hun- 
dred dollars'  worth  of  property,  was  ordered  levied  for  State  and 
county  purposes.  Amongst  the  propert}'  specified  as  taxable,  were 
slaves  and  indentured  negroes  or  mulatto  servants,  watches  and 
their  appendages,  and  all  other  personal  pioperty,  except  "  the  law- 
ful fire-arms  of  each  individual."  This  tax  when  it  was  collected 
amounted  to  8700.41 1.  But  little  of  the  land  was  then  taxable,  as 
they  were  exempt  for  five  years  after  entr\'.  This  very  much  re- 
duced the  revenue  of  the  county. 

ELECTION    FOR    JUSTICES  AND    CONST.\BLES. 

The  first  election  for  justices  and  constables,  two  in  each  of  the 
four  precincts,  with  one  additional  in  the  Central,  was  held  at  the 
regular  annual  election,  August  5th,  1839.  This  election  came  off 
only  four  months  after  the  organization  of  the  county,  and,  as  the 
abstract  of  the  votes  cast  at  the  April  election  is  lost,  this  one  will 
give  the  reader  a  very  fair  idea  of  the  voting  force  in  the  county  on 
its  organization.  As  each  voter  had  the  privilege  of  casting  two 
votes  for  the  two  justices  to  be  elected  in  each  precinct,  it  will  re- 
duce the  apparent  vote  of  the  county  nearly  one-half.  There  were 
thirteen  candidates  for  the  offices  of  justice  of  the  peace,  nine  of 
whom  were  elected.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  votes  given 
at  the  election  held  in  Dane  couuty,  August  -Jth,  1839: 


PRECIXCT. 

Taylorville, 
(or  Central.) 

Stonington. 


For  Justice.?  of  the  Peace. 

XAME.  VOTE. 

,-  Wm.  jM.  Thomas, 39 

j  Eli  Matthews 49 

I  Richard  Simpson, 43 

I  A.  A.  Hesser 12 

(  Peter  R.  Ketcham 23 

(  David  Simous .  25 


PRECIXCT.  KAME.  VOTE. 

r  A.  D.  Northcutt 47 

Korih  Fork.        -|  James  Baker 41 

(,  Geo.  D.  Pierson 17 

Aquilla  Council 55 

Presley  Peck 55 

South  Fork.        -   Samuel  D.  Slater 23 

Jesse  Elgan 23 

Thomas  P.  Bond 17 

For  Constables  there  were  fourteen  candidates  to  be  voted  for  and 
only  eight  to  be  elected,  two  for  each  precinct. 


Taylorville, 

(or  Central. ) 


Stonington, 


XAME. 

James  R.  Lucas . 


VOTE. 

...  46 

}  John   W.  Young 29 

(john  P.  Nelson 31 

C  Wm.  L.  Hammer 25 

}  Nicholas  Sanders 12 

(.Frederick  Fitch  ......  12 

r  James  M.  Fletcher 47 

North  Fork.        }  Tho.=.  E.  V.  Farris 33 

(.Ira  Stocktou 21 

(Amos  Richardson 55 

I  John  L.  Cagle 37 

South  Fork.         -   Jackson  Wilson 33 

John  Martin 25 

(^  Alfred  Currie 21 

"  State  of  Illinois,  ) 

Bdiw  Counti/,"  \  "  I,  Ezekiel  S.  Young,  Clerk  of  the  County 
Commissioners'  Court  of  Dane  County,  having  taken  to  my  assist- 
ance Richard  Simpson  aud  Peter  R.  Ketcham,  Justices  of  the  Peace 
of  said  county,  and  proceed  to  open  the  poll  books  of  the  above 
Election,  and  we  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  cor- 
rect abstract  of  the  votes  polled,  Aug.  5,  1839." 

r  E.  S.  YouNO,    CM:  Co.  Com.  Ct. 
Signed  -  Richard  Si.mpson,  /.  P. 

(  Peter  R.  Ketcham,  J.  P. 

Richard  Simpson  and  Peter  R.  Ketcham  were  old  justices  hold- 
ing over,  elected  before  the  organization  of  the  couuty,  and  whilst 
the  territory  was  under  the  jurisdiction  of  other  counties.  The 
county  clerk  makes  a  further  certificate  in  transmitting  officially 
the  votes  to  the  secretary  of  state  at  Springfield. 

"  State  of  Illinois,  ] 

Bane  Count;/,"  )'  '  I,  Ezekiel  S.  Young,  Clerk  of  the  County 
Court  in  aud  for  said  county,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be 
a  true  and  correct  abstract  of  the  poll  books  of  said  Election,  now 
on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  the  seal 

of  said  county,  at  Edinburg.  this  30th  day  of  August,  1839. /-"^^^ 

E.  S.  Young,  Clerk  Co.  Ct.  Dane  County.    W^^ 

The  county  clerk's  certificate  appended  above  shows  that  Edin- 
burg was  the  temporary  county  seat  at  that  date.  As  a  matter 
of  interest,  an  abstract  of  votes  cast  at  several  subsequent  electious, 
as  well  as  the  persons  voted  for  is  given.  It  exhibits  the  strength 
of  the  parties  in  popular  elections  forty  years  ago.  The  annual 
eleclions  then  were  held  in  the  month  of  August,  instead  of  Novem- 
ber, as  at  present.  The  sovereigns  voted  viva  voce,  and  not  by 
ballot. 
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ELECTION,  AUGUST  OD,  1840. 

For  Stale  Senator E.D.Taylor Dpm 208 

E.I).  Daker Wlii- Ill 

Total 310 

For  Itepreseiitativc Martin  Wliite Dciii '2UI 

Tliomas  S.  Leacliiii;m..Whig 95 

Total ;114 


For  Coiintv  Comnii.^-io 


..\(]iulla  Council l>oiii l?fl 

.Gavin  Ralston Wliij? .s2 


Total. 
For  SlierilT.. 


.AVm.  S.   Ri(;k« rvn 

..Thos.  E.  V.  Farris Wl.i 


.1S4 
.10:1 


T..tal 

For  f'uroncT Jacob  Lo 


(Ic'orse  .Tacol)-i. 
Daniel  Eoljb... 


Total 

For  Comity  Commi.sr's  Clerk., 


...Jolin  C    Goodc Deal l.'i'2 

David  Miller AVliiL' Ill] 


Total 2i;S 

For  County  Treasurer Gabriel  K  .Jernigan...Dem 172 

Will.  M.  Thomas White 102 


Total. 


The  total  vote  of  the  county  was  819. 

John  C.  Goode  was  elected  county  clerk  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  E.  S.  Young;  Aquilla  Council  elected 
county  commi.ssioner  in  place  of  Gavin  Ralston,  Sr.,  whose  term  of 
office  had  expired  ;  Gabriel  R.  Jernigan  elected  county  treasurer 
(previous  to  thi.s  he  had  held  the  office  by  appointment  of  the 
cjuuty  court) ;  E.  8.  Young,  county  clerk,  assisted  by  Eli  Matthews, 
J.  P.,  and  Presley  Peek,  J.  P.,  opened  the  election  returns,  August 
4,  1840,  at  Taylorville,  the  new  county  seat.  Mailed  the  returns 
at  Blue  Point,  at  that  time  there  being  no  po^t-office  at  Taylor- 
ville. 

OFFICIAL   VOTE  FOR   PEE-IDENT.   1840. 

(Elation  in  Xorcmh,;:) 

For  Martin  Van  Itnren 147 

ForWm.  II,  Harrison 89 


Total. 


23C 


ELECTION   AUGUST    2,    1841. 

For  County  Coinniissioner.=! Overton  AVilllam.s 12-5 

''                 "                 Richard  Simpson lOG 

"                 "                 Peter  Porter .50 

"                 "                 Scattering  li 


Total 

For  Coroner  lo  fill  vacancy. 
For  School  Commissioners.. 


.John  W.  Wheat 179 

,.\rmslead  N.  IIes.ser 109 


For  Collector. ..Jesse  Murphy — reapppointed  by  the  Court  for  1842 


eli::;tiox  august  1,  1842 


For  Reprcsentali 


.11.   M.  Vandevecr Dem 170 

.Martin  Wliite Dem ]]:! 

.Ilenrv  Lucketl Whii; 93 


Total 

For  Slieriff. Amos  Richardson  elected. 


382 


SPECIAL    ELECTION,  OCT.  S,  1842. 

For  County  Surveyor  Allen  B.  Peaboily 14S 

S.W.Baker IS 

Wm.  Sharp 25 

"           Scattering G 

Total 197 

For  County  Reconler,  to   fill  vacancy  caused   by  the   resignation  of 
II.  M.  Vandeveer, 

Thos.  Dougherty 109 

"             "             Ijenj.  L.  Yates 71 


Total. 


].HI 


At  tile  election,  August  7,  1848,  Wm.  S.  Frink  was  elected  Pro- 
bate Justice ;  Phil.  C.  Ferguson,  County  Clerk  ;  Thos.  B.  Dough- 
erty, County  Recorder;  Jesse  Elgan,  County  Commissioner;  Wra. 
A.  Goodrich,  County  Surveyor;  Thomas  S.  Leachman,  School 
Commissioner;  Jes.se  Murphy,  Assessor  and  Treasurer;  Thomas 
E.  V.  Farris  was  appointed  by  the  Court,  Collector,  for  1843-4. 

On  the  5th  of  Augu.st,  1854,  an  election  was  held  for  Repre- 
sentatives.    The  candidates  were: 


AVm.  S.  Ricks Dem. 

Benj.  L.  Yates Whig 
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ISO 


Total 431 

Heury  Hardin  was  elected  sheriff;  George  Dickerson,  Jesse  El- 
gan, and  John  H.  Biiyeau,  county  commissioners;  Green  B.  Ketch- 
am,  coroner.  The  following  was  the  vote  for  Congressmen — for 
Orlando  B.  Fickliu,  democrat,  251 ;  U.  F.  Linder,  whig,  181  votes; 
democrat  majority,  70.  Democrat  majority  on  representative,  59. 
From  the  above  excerpts  from  the  records,  the  student  of  the  politi- 
cal history  of  the  earlier  years  of  the  county  can  gather  mucli 
valuable  information,  showing  the  political  complexion  of  the 
county  at  that  period. 

Believing  that  it  will  be  of  interest  to  our  numerous  readers  to 
know  who  administered  justice  to  the  citizens  prior  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county,  we  give  the  names  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
elected  at  the  election  in  1835.  The  territory  now  embraced  in 
Christian  county  was  formed  into  three  election  precincts,  two  in 
Sangamon  and  one  in  Montgomery  county.  At  the  regular  election 
in  August,  1885,  the  following  were  elected  justices  of  the  peace  for 
Buckhart  precinct,  Peter  R.  Ketoham  and  John  L.  Thompson  ;  in 
Cotton  Hill  precinct,  a  part  of  which  was  in  this  count}',  John  Rape 
and  Samuel  Btites  ;  in  Bear  creek  precinct,  a  part  of  Montgomery 
county,  Joseph  P.  Durbin  and  Richard  Simpson. 

FINANCE-S  OF  THE  COUNTY  IN  THE  EARLY  TIMES. 

The  records  for  the  December  term,  1839,  of  the  county  court, 
show  some  interesting  exhibits.  The  court  at  all  times  exercised 
the  most  rigid  economy  ;  the  bill  for  all  the  necessary  record  books 
for  opening  up  the  several  departments  of  the  county  was  exceed- 
ingly moderate.  H.  IM.  Vandeveer,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  was 
authorized  to  make  the  purchases.  The  bill  rendered  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

For  Recorder's  Office 824  87 

"     Circuit  Clerk's  Office 82  00 

"     County  "  98  25 

School  Commissioner's  Office 8  87 

Jury  Book 1   25 

County  Seal 12  00 

$221   74 
The  clerks  used  a  wooden  bench  with  a  screw  fixed  in  a  frame, 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  to  take  impressions  of  the  official  seal. 
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It  cost  $2  50.  This  economical  outfit  lasted  for  several  )-ears. 
In  contrast,  the  annual  expenses  of  the  county,  at  present,  for 
books,  bhmks  and  stationery,  approximate  Sl,0(iO.  The  court 
appropriated  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month,  to  pay  office 
rent  for  use  of  tlie  circuit  and  county  clerks.  Tiie  "Ealstou  build- 
ing," was  the  first  one  in  Taylorville,  used  for  that  purpose,  after 
its  location  as  the  county  seat.  It  was  moved  from  Edinburg.  The 
house  now  stands  on  the  corner  south  of  the  jail.  A  part  of  the 
same  building  was  occupied  by  Ralston  and  Gilbert's  store.  Tlie 
court  meant  promptitude  as  well  as  economy  in  business ;  they  di- 
rected the  treasurer  to  pay  8'21.37  to  Messrs  Berchall  &  Co.,  of 
Springfield,  immediately.  They  seemed  not  only  in  earnest  in 
paying  tlie  obligations  of  the  county  with  dispatch,  but  made  a 
further  commendable  move  in  the  direction  of  economy,  by  ordain- 
ing that  "  the  officers  and  members  of  this  court  charge  nothing  for 
services  rendered  this  term."  This  act  of  disinterested  patriotism 
on  the  part  of  the  early  officers  and  fjuuders  of  the  county  is 
worthy  of  commendation. 

FIRST    DEED    EXECUTED     AFTER     ORGANIZATION     OF    THE    COUNTY. 

Below  we  give  the  first  deed  filed  for  record  ;  it  was  made  by 
David  C  Hall  to  John  Skeedy,  for  a  tract  of  land  in  township  l.j, 
2,  containing  four  hundred  acres,  the  consideratiou  being  five 
liundred  dollars. 

^  "  This  Indenture  made  and  entered  into 

David  C  Hall  I  *'''*  ^'^^^  '^^y  °^'  ^^'^y  ''^  ''^^  year  of  our 
I  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
TO  I  petb.  r  thirty-nine,  by  and  between  David  C.  Hall 
John  Skeedy.  |  of  the  Couutyof  Dane  and  State  of  Illinois, 
J  of  the  first  part  and  John  Skeedy  of  the 
County  of  Sangamon  and  State  of  Illinois  of  the  second  part 
WITNESSETH  that  the  said  party  of  the  first  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  dollars  of  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States  to  them  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part 
the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  have  given,  granted, 
bargained,  sold,  aliened,  assigned,  enfeoffed  and  conveyed,  and  by 
these  presents  do  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  assign,  enfeoff'  and 
convey  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  his  heirs  and  assigns 
certain  lots,  or  piece  of  ground  lying  and  baing  situated  in  the 
County  of  Dane  and  State  of  Illinois,  known  and  described  as  fol- 
lows, (viz)  1st  the  west  half  of  the  south-west  quarter  of  section 
number  eight,  township  number  thirteen,  No.  2.  The  east  half 
of  the  south-east  quarter  of  section  number  seven,  Xo.  3.  The 
south-west  quarter  of  the  south-east  quarter  of  section  number 
seven,  No  4.  The  north-west  quarter  of  the  north-west  quarter 
section  number  seventeen.  No.  5.  The  west  half  of  the  south-west 
quarter  of  section  number  nine,  all  of  which  being  in  township  No. 
13  north  of  the  base  line  in  range  No.  I  west  of  the  third  principal 
meridian.  Containing  in  all  four  hundred  acres.  Entered  at 
Yandalia. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  above  described  lot  or  parcel  of  ground, 
together  with  all  and  singular  the  privileges  or  appurtenances 
thereunto  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  to  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  and  for  their  own  proper 
use,  behoof  and  benefit  forever.  And  the  said  party  of  the  first 
part  for  themselves,  their  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  do 
hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever  to  warrant  and  defend  the  title 
to  the  above  described  premises,  against  the  claim  or  claims  of  any 
and  all  persons  whatsoever,  and  that  they,  the  said  party  of  the 
first  part,  are  the  ouh'  true  and  lawful  owners  of  the  said  premise-, 
and  that  they  are  free  from  all  and  all  manner  of  incumbrances. 


In  testimony  whereof  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  have  here- 
unto set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written." 
In  presence  of  /^ — "^ 

B.  S.  Clement.  D.  E.  Hall.     W^^^J 

"  State  of  Illinois,         ) 

Sangamon  Counlij,)"'  Be  it  remembered  tliat  on  tlie 
day  of  the  date  hereof  came  befure  the  undersigned,  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  D.  E.  Hall,  who  is  personally 
known  by  .said  Justice  to  be  the  identical  person  whose  name  is 
subscribed  to  tlie  forgoing  deed  of  conveyance,  and  who  then  ac- 
knowledged his  voluntary  execution  of  the  same  for  the  purposes 
therein  exercised. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  1st  day  of  May  1839." 

Benj.  S.  Clement,  J.  P.     Aeal,  j 

first  will  on  record. 

"  In  the  name  of  God.     Amen  :  — 

I,  Joel  Wadkins,  being  weak  in  body,  but  of  p•^rf^;et  mind  and 
memory,  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament.  In  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine  and  the  sixth  day  of  De- 
cember—first that  all  my  just  debts  be  paid — and  my  funeral  ex- 
penses be  paid  out  of  my  personal  estate ;  the  balance  of  my  personal 
estate  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  wife  as  her  own,  for  her 
benefit  and  use,  to  do  with  as  she  may  think  fit  or  see  proper  for 
her  own  benefit  and  use  ;  my  real  estate  I  also  give  to  my  wife,  the 
interest  benefit  of  it  during  her  natural  life  for  her  benefit  and  use 
to  do  with  as  she  may  think  best  during  her  life  terra;  except  an 
improvement  made  on  my  land  by  my  son-in-law,  John  Morgan.  I 
grant  him  the  privilege  of  living  on  that  part  he  has  improved  on 
my  lands  as  long  as  he  may  think  proper  or  see  fit  to  do  ;  when  he 
leaves,  then  my  wife  to  have  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  same.  The 
balance  of  my  lands  during  her  natural  life-time  ;  after  the  death  of 
my  wife  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sou  Nathan  forty  acres  of  mv 
land.  I  also  give  to  my  youngest  sou  Joel  sixty  acres  of  my  land.  I 
also  give  and  bequeath  to  my  youngest  daughter  Jane  twenty  acres 
of  my  land,  this  land  to  be  laid  off"  so  as  to  give  each  a  portion  of 
timber  and  prairie  according  to  the  quantity  here  allotted  to  those 
having  done  this. — Agreeable  to  my  mind  I  now  close  this  will  by 
saying  Amen  to  the  things  of  time.  Signed  by  his  own  hand  and 
seal  this  day  and  date  above  written." 

Joel  x  Wadkins.     (  seal.  ) 

mark  ^^^;^~:^ 

"Acknowledged  to  be  for  the  special  purposes  set  forth  in  the 
above  will  this  Gth  day  of  Djoember,  1830. 

Ja.mes  Baker,  J.  P.     (^al  j 

FIRST    LICENSE. 

At  the  September  term,  1840,  the  County  Commissioners'  court 
issued  the  first  license  to  keep  a  grocery  in  Taylorville;  the  record 
reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered  that  John  Sampson  be  licensed  to  keep  a  grocery  in 
the  town  of  Taylorville  for  the  term  of  three  months  from  this 
date,  the  said  John  Sampson,  first  paying  into  the  county  treasury 
the  sum  of  six  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  for  the  privilege  here- 
bv  granted." 

FIRST    CIRCUIT    COURT. 

The  c  luntv  of  Dane,  now  Christian,  was  attached  to  the  eighth 
judicial  circuit ;  it  embraced  the  counties  of  Sangamon,  Tazewell, 
McLean,  Livingston,  JIacon,  Dane,  Logan  and  Menard.  The  first 
term  was  held  at  Tavlorville,  November  4th,  1839.      In  the    ab- 
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sence  of  a  coui-t-hnusc,  its  sessions  were  held  in  a  small 
frame  lumse,  12x14  ieet,  owned  by  II.  :\r.  Vandeveer,  and 
situated  (in  the  north  >ide  of  the  |iul.lie  s(iuare.  The  town 
having;-  lieen  so  recently  located,  there  were  l)iit  f.-w  tene- 
ments in  the  plaee.  This'  small  honse  had  to  serve  the  i,ur|io>e  of 
a  hotel,  stage  otliee,  and  court  room.  In  jury  eases  that  body  had 
to  retire,  for  its  deliberation,  out  of  doors,  under  a  blaek-jaek  tree, 
where  now  stands  the  calaboo.se,  where  deputy  W,  L.  Hammer  said 
he  attended  its  deliberations.  This  improvised  court-room  will  be 
remembered,  bv  many  of  the  older  citizens,  as  Dr.  Chapman's  office. 
The  old  landmark  has  given  place  to  a  large  brick  building. 

The  officers  of  the  court  were  Hon.  Samuel  H.  Treat,  judge;  H. 
^I.  Vandeveer,  clerk;  William  S.  Eicks,  Sheritf;*  David  P. 
Campbell,  stales  attorney:  Djnjamin  AVdliam-.  coroner.  II.  M. 
Vandeveer  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  circuit  couit  on  the  tir>t  of 
June,  1839,  two  months  alt  r  the  organization  of  the  county;  Wm. 
S.  Ricks,  quililied  as  sheritf,  June  24th,  18:JiJ.  lienjamin  Wil- 
liams qualified  as  coroner,  August  6th,  1839.  The  only  attorney  from 
abroad  attending  at  this  term  was  Hon.  Jas.  C.  Conkling,  of  Spring- 
field. Tiie  ]ianel  of  grand  and  petit  jurors,  made  at  the  first  term 
of  the  county  court,  seemed  to  be  based  upon  an  assumed  census  of 
one  huudreil  persons,  that  is,  single  men  ami  heads  of  families. 
These,  with  the  county  officials  added,  comprised  nearly  all  the 
names  in  the  county,  excepting  oidy  some  half  d  izeii  wlioju  it  was 
the  intention  to  indict. 

Tlir:    FIRST   YEXIEE    OF    GEAXU    JUItCiF.S. 

John  Young,  fn-emau;  Berry  Kose,  Thomas  P.  Pxnid,  George  D. 
Pierson,  Jdhn  IMartin,  David  Cagle,  James  Weeden,  Thomas 
Young,  Kiibert  Riehar.lson,  John  Fniley,  Jacob  Wydick,  Ema- 
nuel J.  Leigh,  Allen  1!.  Peabo.ly,  ('hristopher  Ketcham,  Jo.-hua 
Brents,  Alfred  C'urrie,  and  Louis  H.  Jernigau,  who  were  sworn  in 
pursuance  of  law,  and  (barged  by  States  Attorni'y  Campbell. 
TIIIC    FIi;ST    FF.TIT   jui;i)i;s. 

'■  Ordered  that  the  f  illowing  pers(jns  be  selected  to  serve  as  petit 
jurors  at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court  fu-  the  coui]ty  of 
Dane:  Henry  C.  Dickerson,  George  Oiler.  Obcrton  Williams, 
Simeon  Brents,  William  Sheldon,  Ezekiel  S.  Young,  Robert  P. 
Langley,  AVeslcy  Westbrook,  Henry  Judy,  Wm.  Wallis,  Isaac 
Richardson,  and  Wiley  Blount. 

Thus  was  completed  the  organization  of  the  circuit  court.  At 
the  first  term  business  was  limited  ;  a  few  cases  were  compromised. 
The  first  on  the  docket  being  a  suit  instituted  by  Smith  r.s.  Dur- 
bin  for  slander.  The  said  Durbin  charged  Smith  with  having 
drowned  a  horse-thief  in  the  waters  of  Bear  creek.  This,  with  a 
few  other  cases,  was  continued,  and  finall}'  dismissed  at  defendant's 
cost.  The  second  case  was  the  People  vs.  Thomas  E.  V.  Farris, 
indicted  by  the  grand  jury  for  sending  a  challenge  to  Thomas  W. 
Davis,  the  newly  elected  probate  judge,  to  fight  a  duel  with  deadly 
weapons,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1839.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  original  challenge,  assent,  verbadm  ct  liteniliiii : 

"Dear  Sir:  I  take  tliis  metliod  of  finisliing  oiir  career.  I  will  i;ive  vmi 
the  chance  of  :i  dewel.  I  would  rather  fight  iminley  lluiii  to  do  any  (■ilier 
wav.     I  will  give  von  a  shott  at  12  o'clock,  P.M. 

"T.  A'.  K.  F.Uiius." 

This  case  w:\s  tried  at  the  fall  term  of  the  court,  1840.  The 
people  were  greatly  enlightened  on  the  laws  governing  the  code  of 
honor,  and  bv  the  disphiy  of  legal  lore  and  eloipicnce  of  counsel. 
The  verdict  of  the  jury  was  "  Not  Guilty." 

*Amns  liirluirdson  m.l  .Iiiiiir.<  JI.  Flutclier,  ron^-talilos,  w.i-f  iiuitlfiia.iii.'O  at  llih  {r.rm 


Another  case  was  Peter  R.  Ketcham  vs.  Gabriel  McKenzie — 
action  for  slander ;  damages  laid  at  S2,000.  J.  C.  Conkling,  At- 
torney fir  Plaintitf.  In  the  declaration,  it  was  alleged  that  the 
defendant  had  used  words  to  this  import:  "Old  Pete  Ketcham  is 

a  d d  old  hog  thief"     This  trial  seemed  to  involve  the  whole 

county,  and  elicited  a  great  deal  of  interest.  It  was  known  by 
many  as  the  Methodist  preacher  against  the  lioman  Catholic. 
Attorney  B  S.  Edwards  conducted  the  defence.  The  jury  found 
for  the  plaintirt',  847.08.  In  making  up  their  verdict,  the  jury 
seemed  to  have  entertained  a  very  nice  estimate  of  a  man's  charac- 
ter, so  as  to  take  into  consideration  the  fractional  part  of  a  dime. 
Juries  occasionally  returned  to  the  court-room  for  further  instruc- 
tions from  the  judge.  In  one  case,  the  jury  failing  to  agree  as  to 
the  facts  in  the  premises,  returned  for  instructions.  The  judge 
iniptired  as  to  the  difficulty.  The  foreman  responded  with  appa- 
rent honesty  and  simplicity :  "  Why,  judge,  this  'ere  is  the  difficulty : 
s  line  of  the  jury  want  to  know  whether  that  ar  wdiat  you  told  us, 
when  we  first  wetit  out,  was  raley  the  law,  or  whether  it  was  only 
just  your  notion."  The  judge  having  informed  the  jury  that  such 
was  the  law  in  the  premises,  a  verdict  was  reached  accordingly. 
In  the  early  history  of  the  county  some  persons  entertained  crude 
notions  of  the  w(U'kings  of  justice.  In  a  case  being  tried  before 
the  court,  when  the  jury,  on  retiring,  was  going  up  the  partially 
open  stairwav,  in  the  old  court-house,  to  the  jury-room  for  delibe- 
ration, one  of  their  number  was  overheard  to  say:  'Now  is  my 
chance  to  give  the  old  cu.ss  h — 11"  In  the  case  of  Shumway,  adni'r 
of  Daniel  Miller,  deeea.sed,  vs  John  Cheney,  Lincoln  and  Vaude- 
veer  appeared  for  the  plaintirt"  and  Judge  Robbins  of  Springfield 
for  the  defendant.  In  reply  to  a  point  made,  the  latter  said:  "  Jf 
that  is  so,  I  11  agree  to  eat  this  desk."  Lincoln  jocosely  replied: 
"  Well,  judge,  if  you  do  eat  that  desk,  I  hope  it  will  come  out  a 
bran  newly  manufactured  wagon!" 

As  the  county-seat  had  been  so  recently  located  in  the  wild  prai- 
rie, hotel  and  boarding-house  accommodations  were  limited.  At- 
torney C ,  at  the  first  term  of  the  court,  had  to  go  into  the 

countiy  for  lodgings.  In  connection  with  this,  he  related  the  fol- 
lowing amusing  incident.  Not  wishing  to  be  left  out  to  the  mercy 
of  the  wolves,  he  gladly  accepted  an  invitation  from  one  of  the 
jurors  to  go  home  with  him,  and  partake  of  his  ho.=pitality.  On 
reaching  the  cabin  of  his  friend,  he  found  a  tidy,  nice  woman,  with 
everything  clean  and  neatly  arranged.  But  they  were  new  begin- 
ners, and  had  only  one  bed.  How  that  part  of  the  difficulty 
would  be  arranged  was  a  problem  running  through  his  brain 
all  the  evening.  But  it  was  easily  solved.  The  woman  slept  on 
one  side  of  the  bed,  he  on  the  other,  and  the  husband  in  the  middle. 
Hardly  had  the  last  "peg"  been  driven  in  the  location  of 
the  county  seat,  when  James  Harris  commenced  preparations  for 
the  erection  of  a  two-story  frame  hotel — now  a  part  of  the  Globe 
House,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Public  Square.  The  want  of  ac- 
ciimmodations  compelled  the  use  of  it  at  first  in  an  unfinished  con- 
dition. A  ladder  was  used  to  reach  the  upper  story,  with  its  loose 
boards  for  a  floor.  Its  accommodations  were  necessarily  limited. 
The  landlord  was  under  the  necessity  of  dividing  his  guests  into 
squads  or  divisions ;  some  retiring  early,  only  to  be  aroused  to  give 
place  to  another  division,  as  time  crowded  on  to  midnight.  About 
the  latter  hour  the  stentorian  voice  of  the  landlord  could  be  heard, 
calling  the  first  lot  to  "get  up,"  and  give  place  to  others;  "that 
Judge  Treat  and  other  noted  lawyers  wished  to  turn  in."  Judge 
Edwards,  of  Springfield,  relates  that  he  preferred  the  luxury^of 
wrapping  himself  in  the  folds  of  his  cloak  and  taking  the  court- 
house floor  fir  it,  where  he  could  have  the  whole  night  to  himself. 
In  the  days  of  the  early  courts,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  regular 
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attendant  on  the  courts  of  this  county,  and  occasionally  Stephen  A. 
Douglas.  A  good  anecdote  is  related  of  them,  as  having  occurred 
in  this  circuit: — In  the  pioneer-times,  saloons  or  groceries,  as  they 
were  familiarly  called,  were  great  places  of  resort.  A  large  per- 
centage of  those  coming  to  town  would  visit  and  loaf  at  them, 
and  drink  in  the  gossip  retailed  at  such  places.  Tlion  tlie  grocery- 
keeper  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  especially  honored  members 
of  society.  It  is  .said  that  Abraham  Lincoln  once  suld  liipKir  at 
retail,  when  he  iirst  came  to  Illinois.  Some  years  aft.Mwani.  when 
Lincoln  and  Douglas  took  the  stump,  the  latter  alluded  to  the  for- 
mer's calling  in  early  times.  But  Linc;iln  retorted  by  saying 
"  that  while  he  officiated  on  one  side  of  the  bar,  Judge  Douglas 
ofBciated  in  the  other  capacity  on  the  other  side." 

Apropos  to  the  above  maybe  related  the  following  incident: 
Many  years  ago  there  was  a  noted  land  ca>e  in  court  which  at- 
tracted much  attention  at  the  time,  the  case  was  that  of  Vandcveer 
vs.  Whitecraft.  Lincoln  was  attorney  for  the  plaintiff,  and  able 
counsel  represented  the  defendant.  The  parties  to  the  ,-uit  wire 
prominent  citizens  of  the  county.  The  case  occupied  tin'  time  of 
the  court  for  most  of  the  term.  Never,  sceraingl}-  did  Lincoln 
appear  to  better  advantage,  and  by  good  management  and  able 
argument  secured  a  verdict  for  his  client.  The  last  day  the 
case  was  protracted  into  the  evening.  There  were  poor  accom- 
modations for  light;  no  chandeliers  were  suspended  from  the 
ceiling,  or  kerosene  lamps  graced  the  grim  walls  of  the  courtroom  ; 
the  old-foshioued  "tallow  dip"  was  all  the  dependence.     Sherifl' 

H furnished  two  candles  without  even  a  japanned  candlestick. 

One  was  fastened  to  the  wall  back  of  tiie  judge's  stand,  and  the 
other  handed  to  Attorney  Lincoln.  It  was  as  amusing  as  ridicu- 
lous to  see  the  great  advocate  holding  the  tallow  dip  in  one  hand 
and  the  law-book  in  the  otiier.  As  he  warmed  np  in  his  theme 
the  light  began  to  pale  and  the  candle  disappear,  in  a  li(juiil  fio-ni, 
I  between  his  fingers,  greatly  to  the  amusement  of  the  Cnurt  and  the 

assemblage. 

The  old  Court-house  stood  on  stone  pillars  some  two  feet  above 
the  ground,  and  as  the  spaces  betweou  the  pillars  were  not  boarded 
up,  it  was  a  great  resort  for  hogs.  On  one  occasion,  when  Lincoln 
was  arguing  a  case  before  the  Court,  the  hogs  opened  up  a  chorus, 
in  porcine  language,  greatly  annoying  the  celebrated  barrister, 
when  he  suggested  to  the  Court  the  propriety  of  issuing  a  writ  of 
quietus  to  the  Sheriff.  A  traveling  correspondent  of  an  eastern 
journal,  related  the  following  in  an  article  entitled,  "Our  tour 
through  Egypt:"  "Being  water  bound  at  the  capital  of  Christian 
county,  Illinois,  we  whiled  away  a  portion  of  our  time  in  the 
Court-room.  The  Judge  was  holding  the  spring  term  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  in  Taylorville.  He  appeared  to  be  of  a  nervous  teni- 
perament,  and  much  disturbed  by  the  surroundings.  Putting  on  a 
littlejudicial  dignity,  he  called  up  oneof  the  constables  and  informed 
him  that  the  Court  had  created  a  new  office  and  had  selected  him 
to  fill  the  responsible  station.  The  duties  are  onerous.  The  officer 
seemed  delighted  with  the  prospective  honor,  but  with  a  bashful 
diffidence  stood  in  silence.  The  Court  directed  him  to  be  sworn, 
but  recollecting  that  he  was  already  a  sworn  officer,  that  part  of 
the  cercmon}'  was  dispensed  with.  He  was  then  directed  to  repair 
to  the  adjacent  timber,  cut  a  half  dozen  batons,  raise  a  posse, 
and  keep  the  frogs  besieging  this  town,  silent  during  the  sessions 
of  this  Court  to  the  end  that  the  proceedings  thereof  may  not  be 
interrupted.     Silence  reigned  after  that  in  the  Court-room." 

The  lawyers  who  rode  the  circuit  in  early  times  were  noted  for 
the  many  jokes  they  practiced  on  each  other.  A  laughable  inci- 
dent occurred  at  the  hotel  in  Taylorville,  based  on  the  custom  of 
some  in  changing  their  linen  before  retiring  for  the  night.    Several 


of  the  lawyers  on  this  circuit  had  just  arrived  from  Springfield 

and  "put  up"  at  ftlr.  L 's  tavern.     Jlr.  C was  among  the 

number  and  noted  for  hi j  extreme  gentility;  his  custom  was  to 
shave  every  morning  and  put  on  clean  linen.  He  carried  a  night- 
shirt to  sleep  in.     The  State's  Attorney  was  a  great  wag,  and  took 

especjal  delight  in   playing  jokes  on    his  associates.     Jlr.  L 

looked  on  his  tavern  as  second  to  none  in  the  West.  There  might 
be  better  tables  in  St.  Louis,  but  as  for  beds  his  could  not  be  ex- 
celled, even  liy  the  great  Planters'  House,  for  he  himself  had  been 
there,  and  had  not  sat  down  at  the  table  a  minute  before  they 
presented  a  bill,  and  an  impudent  waiter  asked  him  if  he  would 
have  tea  or  cott'ee ;  and  when  he  told  him  he  would  take  tea,  he 
asked  what  kind  of  tea?  Says  he,  "Store  tea,  to  be  sure."  A  sin- 
gle word  against  the  tavern,  table  or  beds  was  taken  by  the  land- 
lord as  a  great  iusult,  and   he  would   resent   it   without  regard  to 

persons.     The  State's  Attorney  knew  landlord   L well,  they 

being  ohl  acquaintances.    Taking  him  aside  he  said,  "Do  3'ou  know 

that   C is  speaking  disrespectfully   of  your  hed.i.'      Well,  if 

you  will  not  mention  my  name  I  will  tell  you."  "So  be  it,  whatdid 
he  say  '!"  "  Why  he  said  your  beds  were  so  dirty  that  he  had  to  take 
off  his  clean  shirt  and  put  on  a  dirty  one  every  night  to  sleep  iu." 
"  Possible.     I'll  watch  him    this  night."     Bed-time  came.     Lawyer 

C on   retiring  opened   his  portmanteau,   took   therefrom  his 

night  shirt,   and   was   in   the  act  of  taking  off  his   day-^hirt  when 

landhu'd  L ,  who  had  been  watching  his  movements  through  a 

crack  in  the  door,  opened  it  and  sprang  in  on  lawyer  C like  a 

tiger.  Explanations  followed  when  it  appeared  that  it  was  onlv 
one  of  the  State's  Attorney's  tricks. 

Scci'ud  Venire  of  Graml  Juror.-',  .Tunc,  1840,  were,  James  McKin- 
ney,  foreman  ;  Moses  Pearson,  Wm.  Sharp,  David  Stokes,  James 
Young,  Phil.  C.  Ferguson,  Fred.  Hammer,  Martin  Hanon,  James 
W.  Radford,  Ellington  Adams,  James  Funderbnrk,  John  Durbin, 
Thos.  Andei-sou,  George  Vaudeveer,  Peter  Wvdick  and  Jacob 
Wydick. 

The  Second  Petit  Jiinir.<  were  Josiah  Langley,  Levi  W.  Goodan, 
Abi-am  Peters,  Henry  Blount,  Daniel  Miller,  Job  B.  Davis,  Joshua 
Brents,  Louis  H.  Jeruigan,  James  R.  Lucas,  Isaac  Denton  and 
Thomas  Langley,  for  June  term,  1840. 

FIRST     X.\TUI',AI,IZ.\TION. 

At  the  October  term  of  Court  a.  d.  1840,  Joseph  Bugg  made  his 
written  application  to  be  naturalized,  filed  his  declaration  and 
took  the  oath  prescribed  by  law,  iu  open  Court,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  filed.     We  appenil  a  copy  of  the  original  paper. 

"Joseph  Bugg,  an  alien  born,  presented  to  the  Court  his  report 
and  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  naturalized  citizen,  which 
follows  in  these  words  and  figures: 

To  the  Honoruh/c  S.nnudlT  Treat,  Presidin<j  .Tadge  of  the  Circuit 
Court,  ill  and  for  the  County  of  Chri.ftian  and  State  of  Illinois. 

I,  Joseph  Bugg,  an  alien  born,  free  white  person,  of  the  age  of 
thirty  years  and  upwards,  do  hereby  in  conformity  with  the  first 
condition  specified  in  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  en- 
titled  "An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and 
to  repeal  the  acts  heretofore  passed  upon  that  subject  "approved 
the  14th  day  of  April,  1802.  Declare  and  make  known  to  the 
said  Circuit  Court,  now  .sitting  in  and  for  the  countv  and  state 
aforesaid,  that  my  true  and  proper  name  is  Joseph  Bugg ;  that  I 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Leven,  in  the  county  of  Yorkshire,  and  in 
the  kingdom  of  England,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  a.  d.  1810; 
that  I  am  about  thirty  years  of  age  ;  that  I  belonged  to  the  Engli.sh 
nation,  and  owed  allegiance  to  the  King  of  England;  that  I  migrated 
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from  the  port  of  Hull,  in  tlic  said  kingdom  of  England,  on  the  r2th 
day  of  Juno,  A.  J).  1.S'14,  and  landed  at  the  city  of  Buffalo,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  4th 
day  of  May  183."> ;  that  I  have,  ever  since  my  first  arrival,  remained 
within  the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  that  it  is  bona-fide  my  intention  to  renounce  forever  all 
allegiance  and  fidelity  to  every  foreign  prince,  potentate,  state  or 
sovereignty  whatever,  and  more  particularly  such  allegiance  and 
fidelity  as  I  may  in  any  way  owe  to  the  said  King  of  England, 
either  as  a  citizen  or  a  subject,  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  locate  myself  for  the  present  in  the  County  of  Chris- 
tian, and  State  of  Illinois.  Whereof,  I  am  now  an  inhabitant;  that 
I  do  not  now  enjoy  or  possess,  nor  am  I  in  any  wise  entitled  to  any 
order  of  distinction  or  title  of  nobility,  by  virtue  of  the  laws,  cus- 
toms or  regulations  of  the  said  kingdom  of  England,  or  any  other 
country,  and  that  I  am  sincerely  attached  to  the  principles  con- 
tained in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  well  disposed  to 
the  good  order,  well  being  and  happiness  of  the  same,  and  desire 
that  this,  my  declaration  and  report,  may  be  accepted,  filed  and 
recorded.  Preparatory  to  my  intended  application  to  bo  admitted 
a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  with  the 
several  acts  of  Congress  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject. 

JO-SEl'lI  BuGO. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  in  open  Court  this 
26th  day  of  October,  a.  d.  1840. 

AtM,  11.  :M.  Yandeveer,  Clerk. 

Below  are  given,  as  of  interest  to  all,  some  of  the  first  papers  on 
record  pertaining  to  divorces,  etc 

FIRST  DIVORCE  C.VSE. 

November  Term,  1841. 
James  Sharrgck,  ~) 

vs.  -  Bill  for  Dliorce. 

ISIary  Ann  Shaerock.  \ 

This  day  came  the  parties,  ami  the  tlefendant  files  lier  answer  to 
the  complainant'*  bill,  denying  the  allegations  thereof,  and  there- 
upon came  a  jury,  to  wit,  Samuel  Garvin,  John  P.  Fletcher,  James 
Porter,  Horace  Morgan,  Elijah  Furrows,  James  Baker,  John 
George,  Wiley  Blount,  James  Hutchens,  C.  F.  Leigh,  Joshua 
Brents,  James  Richardson,  wdio  being  sworn  well  and  truly  to  try 
the  issue  joined  herein,  for  verdict  say :  "We  the  jury  find  the 
defendant  guilty  of  wilful  desertion  for  more  than  two  years  without 
reasonable  cause,  and  on  motion  of  the  defendant  a  new  trial  is 
granted  and  the  cause  is  continued." 

At.  Ihc  Jane  Term.,  1842. 
JIary  Ann  Siiarrock,  '| 

James  Siiarrock,  | 

Defeiulant.      J 

This  day  came  the  complainant  by  Roundtrce,  her  attorney,  and 
the  defendant  being  called  came  not  but  made  defiiult,  and  proof 
satisfactory  to  the  Court  being  made  of  notice  of  the  pendency  of 
this  suit,  by  publication  thereof,  in  the  Illinois  State  Register,  as 
required  by  the  Statute  in  such  cases  made,  and  the  evidence  on 
the  part  of  the  complainant  being  heard  and  considered  by  the 
Court,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  by  the  Court 
that  the  marriage  contract  heretofore  e.'iisting  between  the  said 
Mary  Ann  Sharrock  and  James  Sharrock  be  annulled,  dissolved, 
and  held  for  naught,  and  it  is  further  adjudged,  ordered  and  de- 
creed, that  the  care  and  custody  of  the  child  of  the  said  Mary  and 
James  be  committed  to  the  said  Mary. 


CRIME. 

AYe  give  below  a  brief  account  of  one  of  the  first  murder  cases 
which  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Court  after  the  organization  of 
the  county.  Though  the  crime  was  a  heinous  one  and  the  culprit 
deserving  of  death,  yet  as  is  too  frequently  the  case  he  escaped 
unpunished. 

The  most  atrocious  case  of  killing  which  ever  occurred  in  this 
county,  was  perpetrated  in  the  winter  of  18.54,  and  is  known  as  the 
Wcstfall-Hinkle  murder.  The  murderer  and  his  victim  were  near 
neighbors,  living  in  Johnson  township,  and  about  si.x  miles  south  of 
Taylorville.  Jesse  Ilinkle,  the  murdered  man,  was  a  brother  of  the 
mother  of  William  Westfall,  the  man  who  slew  him.  Both  were 
known  as  fearless,  desperate  men,  and  although  relatives,  there  had 
long  existed  "  bad  blood  "  between  them,  wdiich  developed  into  an 
open  quarrel  and  fight  upon  the  public  highway,  in  the  autumn  of 
1853.  Upon  this  occasion.  Hinkle  is  said  to  have  used  a  pole  or 
club,  and  Westfall  came  out  of  the  encounter  badly  beaten.  In  the 
following  winter,  and  upon  the  morning  of  the  murder,  Westfall 
passed  Hinkle's  house ;  the  snow  lay  thick  upon  the  ground,  and 
the  latter  was  busily  engaged  making  a  sled.  Westfall  accused  his 
uncle  of  killing  his  (Westfall's)  dog,  and  wanted  to  know  if  he  in- 
tended paying  for  it,  adding  "if  not,  he  would  have  to  take  the  fate 
of  the  dog."  Hinkle  with  strong  language  told  him  if  he  "ever 
paid  for  the  dog  it  would  be  when  the  law  compelled  him  to."  At 
this  Westfall  went  home,  and  in  the  presence  of  his  wife  and  two 
sisters,  took  down  his  rifle,  loaded  it  with  powder  and  ball,  remark- 
ing in  their  hearing  that  "  it  should  suck  the  blood  of  a  scoundrel 
before  noon  ;  "  he  then  leisurely  went  out,  and  walking  cautiously 
through  the  brush,  without,  however,  making  any  attempt  to  conceal 
his  tracks  in  the  snow,  arrived  within  a  short  distance,  less  than  a 
hundred  yards,  of  where  Ilinkle  was  still  working  upon  his  sled, 
placed  one  knee  upon  the  ground,  rested  his  rifle  upon  a  convenient 
bush,  and  taking  deliberate  aim,  fired;  his  victim  fell,  mortally 
wounded,  his  intestines  pierced  with  a  ball,  and  died  in  great  agony 
after  lingering  about  thirty  hours.  Instead  of  attempting  to  escape 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  the  full  extent  of  his  deed,  Westfall  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  Taylorville  to  consult  with  Judge  H.  M. 
Yandeveer,  who  had  upon  former  occasions  professionally  helped 
him  out  of  his  squabbles,  without  however  fully  stating  the  nature 
of  his  crime  to  his  lawyer;  he  was  advised  by  him  to  absent  himself 
for  a  time  until  the  first  excitement  had  subsided,  but  it  was 
characteristic  of  the  man  not  to  be  intimidate<l.  He  refused  to  leave, 
and  was  arrested.  He  had  an  examination  before  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  who  fully  committed  him  for  trial,  the  principal  witnesses 
against  him  being  his  own  near  relations — who  testified  to  the  above 
facts;  there  were  also  proofs  of  the  prints  in  the  snow.  His  lawyer 
succeeded  in  continuing  his  case  one  or  two  terms,  and  finall}'  ob- 
tained a  change  of  venue  to  the  adjoining  county  of  Shelby. 
The  order  of  the  Court  reads  as  follows :  — 

Mt;/  Term  of  Coiiri,  1854. 

"  THE    PEOPLE  ") 

(W.  -    I)idielment  for  wiirder. 

WILLIAM    WESTFALL.     ) 

And  now  at  this  day  came  the  people  by  the  States  Attorney,  and 
the  prisoner  having  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Indictment, 
a  list  of  the  Jurors  and  witnesses,  and  the  prisoner  being  arraigned 
at  the  bar,  and  for  plea  saith  he  is  '  not  guilty  '  and  thereupon  the 
prisoner  files  his  petition  and  affidavit  for  a  change  of  venue.  It  is 
therefore  considered  and  adjudged  by  the  Court,  that  a  change  of 
venue  be  granted  in  this  cause  to  the  county  of  Shelby,  and  that  the 
Clerk  of  this  Court  make  a  complete  transcript  of  the  proceedings  had, 
make  known,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court 
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of  Shelby  county,  together  with  all  the  papers  appertaining  to  said 
cause.  Certified  under  his  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  court,  and,  it 
is  furtlier  ordered  and  adjudged  by  the  Court,  that  the  recognizance 
of  the  witnesses  to  wit,  Daniel  JMissenlMimmer,  Nancy  Missenhammer 
and  Elizabeth  Brannon  be  forfeited,  and  that  a  Scire  Facias  issue 
thereon  returnable  to  the  next  term  of  this  Court.  And  thereupon 
came  Job  B.  Davis,  Joseph  Painter,  John  D.  A.  Bond,  William 
A.  Goodrich,  Dr.  E.  T.  Chapman,  John  Bowman,  Milton  Pike, 
John  Hinton,  John  Durbin,  W,  B.  Keller,  John  Goode,  Matthew 
Durbiii  and  Joshua  Bowman,  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  people, 
and  acknowledged  themselves  to  owe  and  be  indebted  to  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  dollars  each,  to  be 
levied  of  their  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements  respectively, 
void  however  on  this  condition,  that  they  shall  severally  be  and 
appear  before  the  Circuit  Court  of  Shelby  County,  on  the  first  day 
of  the  next  terra  thereof,  to  be  holden  at  the  Court-house,  in  Shelby- 
ville,  on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  October  next,  to  testify 
and  the  truth  to  say  in  a  matter  of  an  indictment  for  murder,  pend- 
ing in  said  Court  against  William  Westfoll,  and  abide  the  order  of 
the  Court  and  not  depart  without  leave." 

The  evidence  was  so  conclusive  in  this  case  that  it  is  presumable 
he  would  have  received  there  the  just  punishment  of  his  crime,  but 
in  the  meantime,  with  the  aid  of  a  case  knife,  he  succeeded  in  cut- 
ting his  way  out  of  the  Taylorville  Jail,  wherein  he  was  confined, 
and  escaping  to  the  brush,  search  was  made  for  him  in  vain  ;  but 
it  has  since  become  known  that  he  was  secreted  not  far  from  the 
county  seat  for  a  week  or  two  afterwards,  his  wife  stealthily  convey- 
ing to  him  the  means  of  existence ;  he  ultimately  succeeded  in 
escaping  altogether  from  the  county,  since  which  time  he  has  never 
been  seen  or  heard  of  by  any  one. 

rr.OBATE    COUET. 

The  first  terra  of  the  Probate  Court  was  held  in  Taylorville, 
December  2d,  1839;  Thomas  W.  Davis,  elected  at  the  first  election 
in  April,  1839,  presided  as  judge.  His  court  was  held  in  the  days 
when  simplicity  and  economy  prevailed.  No  sheriff  was  in  attend- 
ance to  answer  his  commands  ;  no  clerk  to  note  his  mandates  ;  and 
even  his  fire,  if  it  needed  attention,  he  had  only  to  descend  from 
the  judicial  tribunal  and  replenish  it  with  wood. 

The  first  business  presented  for  the  court's  consideration  was  the 
estate  of  Aaron  McKenzie,  deceased,  late  of  township  13 — 1  east.* 
He  died  November  3d,  1839.  Samuel  McKenzie,  his  brother,  was 
appointed  administrator.  The  deceased,  it  will  be  remembered, 
was  one  of  the  active  participants  in  the  formation  of  the  county, 
but  did  not  live  long  to  enjoy  his  new  civil  relation.  Judge  Davis' 
term  of  pffice  extended  over  a  period  of  four  years,  during  which 
time  twelve  cases  came  before  him  for  probate  adjustment.  This 
does  not  exhibit  a  very  great  degree  of  mortality  for  the  new  coun- 
ty. Judge  Davis'  residence  was  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 
William  S.  Frink  was  elected  as  his  successor  in  August,  1843,  and 
held  the  office  for  a  term  of  four  years.  The  terms  of  his  court 
were  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month,  at  which  time  the 
"  Sage  of  Allenton  "  could  be  seen  eutering  the  town  with  a  basket 
on  his  arm  containing  the  archives  of  the  Probate  office.  The 
judge  received  no  per  diem  allowance  fur  his  time  while  on  the 
bench.  The  small  salary  received  was  from  fees  for  recording  and 
filing  papers,  amounting  to  about  S2.50  per  annum, — and  this  mostly 
chargeable  to  the  estates.  The  avenues  to  the  county  treasury  were 
closed  to  the  recipients  of  this  office,  and  remained  so  until  after 
the  adoption  of  the  state  constitution  of  1848  ;  then  a  more  expen- 
sive system  was  entered  upon,  and  the  tax-payers  were  called  upon 

*Xow  a  part  of  Prairieton  townsh'p. 


to  support  it  from  the  county  treasury,  the  fees  of  the  former  sys- 
tem being  diverted  from  the  pocket  of  the  judge  to  that  of  the 
county  clerk.  There  was  a  per  diem  allowed  to  the  judge,  clerk, 
and  sheriff.  As  a  further  evidence  of  the  parsimonious  spirit  prac- 
ticed in  those  early  days,  Calvin  Goudy,  who  was  elected  probate 
justice  in  1847,  not  liking  the  "  basket  arrangement "  for  keeping 
the  papers  of  the  office,  procured  a  pine  box  and  had  it  con- 
verted into  a  de.sk,  with  pigeon  holes  and  shutters,  costing  some  six 
dollars.  It  was  with  extreme  difficulty  that  the  county  court  were 
induced  to  grant  an  order  to  pay  for  the  .same.  It  is  still  in  the 
court-house,  and  serves  as  a  souvenir  of  the  economy  practiced  at 
that  da}'.  (The  succeeding  judges  are  given  in  the  list  of  county 
officers  on  another  page.) 

COUNTY     BUILDINGS. 

THE   FIRST   COURT   HOUSE. 

At  the  June  term  of  the  Commissioners'  Court,  in  1839,  it  was 
already  found  necessary  for  the  proper  transaction  of  official  busi- 
ness, that  some  suitable  building  be  erected,  as  the  rooms  then  rented 
for  tlie  purpose  were  very  inconvenient.  The  court,  therefore, 
ordered  a  court-house  to  be  erected.  The  contract  to  be  made  with 
the  lowest  bidder.  The  contractor  being  required  to  give  bonds,  with 
satisfiictory  security  that  the  structure  and  workmanship  should  be 
faithfully  executed.  The  only  apparent  stipulation  made  at  this 
time,  with  regard  to  details,  was  that  the  building  should  be  thirty- 
six  feet  long  by  thirty-two  feet  wide,  and  twenty-one  feet  high  ; 
subsequently  a  contract  was  made  with  Messrs.  Elgan  and  East- 
ham,  which  read  as  follows : 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  Jesse  Elgan,  of  Dane  county,  and  Mar- 
velous Eastham  of  Sangamon  county,  both  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
doth  agree  with  the  county  court  of  Dane  county,  and  the  succes- 
sors in  office  of  said  county,  to  build  a  court-hou.se  of  such  materials 
according  to  draft  laid  in,  and  in  a  workmanlike  manner  herein 
described." 

"  The  sills  to  be  eight  by  ten  inches  square,  the  posts  to  be  ten 
inches  square ;  all  the  frame  to  be  of  good  sound  white  oak  lum- 
ber, the  weather-boarding  to  be  of  walnut  timber,  and  dressed 
with  solid  cornice  or  eave  trough,  according  to  draft  laid  in,  with  a 
shingle  roof,  with  windows  and  doors  according  to  draft;  with 
Venetian  blinds,  also  doors  according  to  draft,  with  painel  shutters. 
With  plank  partition  running  through  said  house,  according  to 
draft  laid  in.  The  body  of  the  house  to  have  two  coats  of  white 
paint ;  the  doors  and  windows  to  be  ])ainted  green.  The  doors  and 
windows  to  be  hung  in  good  workmanlike  manner,  with  locks  for 
the  doors,  and  bolts  for  the  windows,  to  be  moulded  on  the  inside. 
The  lower  floor  to  be  laid  rough,  with  a  square  joint.  The  upper 
floor  to  be  tongued  and  grooved.  The  house  to  be  ceiled  inside 
throughout,  of  good  material.  House  to  sit  on  twelve  pillars  of 
stone,  to  be  let  in  the  ground  eighteen  inches,  and  raised  above  the 
ground  18  inches.  The  second  floor  to  be  supported  from  the 
lower  floor  by  turned  columns,  according  to  draft.  We  bind  our- 
selves to  build  said  house  for  twenty-three  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, by  the  said  commissioners  paying  said  undertakers  one  thou- 
sand dollars  by  the  10th  day  of  September  next,  and  one-half  of 
the  rest  when  the  house  is  half  finished,  and  the  balance  when  the 
house  is  completed.  We  jointly  undertake  this  house  aird  agree 
to  complete  the  building  in  sixteen  months ;  as  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  thick  lumber  to  be  seasoned,  we  think  it  can't  be  done  in  a 
shorter  time.  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  August  12th, 
1839." 

Jesse  Elgan.  /f^^^ 
Marvelous  Eastham  v^t^t^ 
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In  September  of  the  same  year  the  contractors  gave  bond  for 
three  thousand  dollars  to  build  and  erect  a  court-houso  on  the 
public  square,  at  Taylorville,  according  to  the  foregoing  plans  and 
specifications. 

The  first  installment  due  the  contractors  \Yas  jiaid  in  promissory 
notes,  collected  at  the  order  of  court,  by  the  treasurer,  from  the 
proprietors  of  the  town  of  Taylorville.  In  September  of  the 
following  year  (1840)  the  court-house  building  was  completed  and 
received  by  the  County  Commissioners,  and  certified  to  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  wording  of  the  contract ;  the  funds  in  the  treasury, 
however,  would  not  permit  of  a  full  settlement  with  the  contractors  ; 
the  court  therefore  ordered  that  Jesse  Elgan  be  allowed  twelve  per 
cent,  interest  upon  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  from  date 
until  paid. 

At  the  March  term  of  court,  1841,  'It  was  this  day  ordered  by 
tli3  court  that  Wm.  S.  Ricks  and  Jssse  Elgan  ba  and  they  are  here- 
bv  appointed  commissioners  or  agents,  on  behalf  of  Christian  coun- 
ty, to  inquire  and  ascertain  on  what  terms  a  loan  of  a  sum  of  money 
can  be  negotiated  suflicient  to  liquidate  the  debt  of  this  county,  in- 
curred for  the  building  of  a  new  court-house  in  said  county,  and 
report  the  result  of  their  inquiries  in  the  premises  to  this  court  on 
the  first  Monday  in  April."  Ujion  the  first  Monday  in  April  the 
two  commissioners  so  appointed  appeared  before  the  commissioners' 
court  and  stated,  in  answer  to  the  question,  "  that  they  had  not  yet 
ascertained  that  a  loan  of  money,  in  favor  of  the  county,  could  be 
negotiated  upon  any  terms,  whereupon  they  were  dismissed  from 
further  inquiries  upon  the  subject." 

THE   PRESENT   COURT. 

At  the  January  term  of  court,  1854,  the  letting  of  a  contract  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  court-house  building  was  taken  into  cmsidera- 
tion,  and  on  the  3d  of  February  of  the  same  year  the  county  made 
an  agreement  with  James  Overholt  and  David  F.  Squier  to  build 
upon  the  site  of  the  old  building  in  the  centre  of  the  public 
square,  at  Taylorville.  The  new  structure  was  to  be  built  of  brick, 
and  cost  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  to  be  completed  and  delivered 
to  the  county  by  the  1st  day  of  December,  1855.  Specifications  were 
drawn,  duly  signed  and  bonds  given  by  the  contractors  foi-  car- 
rying out  the  work  in  a  proper  manner. 

In  the  meantime  the  old  building  was  advertised  for  sale  by  no- 
tices placed  in  four  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  county,  and 
was  sold  by  public  auction  upon  the  24th  of  June,  1854,  H.  ]\r. 
Vandeveer  becoming  the  purchaser  for  the  sum  of  S276,  the  said 
sale  being  approved  by  the  court. 

The  original  agreement  for  the  new  building,  however,  fell 
through ;  it  was  found  that  the  contractors  were  not  carry- 
ing out  the  work  in  accordance  with  the  specifications;  the)' 
were  prevented  from  proceeding  with  it,  and  brought  action 
again.st  the  county  for  amount  expended  and  damages.  The  case 
was  tried  at  Decatur,  Macon  County,  and  decided  in  favor  of  tlie 
contractors.  It  was  at  once  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
state,  who  sustained  the  verdict  of  the  lower  court. 

On  the  18th  January,  1850,  the  County  entered  into  a  second 
contract~for  the  completion  of  the  building,  this  time  with  J.  Den- 
nis and  John  C.  Beam,  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  who  undertook  to 
complete  the  work  by  the  1st  of  December,  185fi,  for  the  sum  of 
thirteen  thousand,  five  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars.  The  pre- 
sent substantial  edifice  is  the  result. 

THE    Fin.ST    JAIL. 

The  first  jail  erected  in  Taylorville  was  a  log  building,  con- 
structed by  James  C.  Morrison,  and  located  about  one  block  south- 
east of  the  Public  Square  ;  it  took  a  little  over  four  months  in  its 


consiruction.  The  following  is  a  description  of  the  building,  taken 
from  a  record  of  the  [iroceedings  of  the  Commissioners'  Court  at 
that  time: 

April  -itlt,  1846.  '■  Ordered  that  a  contract  be  made  on  ^londay 
the  first  day  of  June  next,  to  erect  a  jail  in  this  County,  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court  is  hereby  required  to  advertise  in  the  State 
Begider  on  the  following  plans,  to  wit  ; 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  addressed  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
County  Commissioners'  Court,  of  Christian  County  (postage  paid), 
until  12  o'clock  noon,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  June  next,  to 
erect  a  Jail  on  the  following  plan,  to  wit : 

The  house  to  be  twenty  feet  long  and  sixteen  feet  wide,  two 
stories  high,  with  two  rooms  on  the  first  floor  and  one  on  the 
second,  to  be  seven  feet  high  each ;  the  lower  wall  to  be  made  of 
hewn  timbers  ten  inches  thick,  and  the  walls  to  be  built  eight 
inches  apart,  and  the  spaces  between  the  walls  to  lie  filled  with 
timber  eight  inches  thick,  set  on  end  loosely,  to  be  placed  on  a  wall 
of  stone  eighteen  inches  high  and  thirty  inches  wide,  the  wall  to  be 
let  in  the  ground  one  foot ;  the  second  story  to  be  two  walls  of 
hewn  timber,  each  ten  inches  thick  and  closely  laid  ;  the  floors  on 
the  first  story  to  be  laid  with  timbers  ten  inches  thick,  and  on  the 
second  story  with  timbers  eight  inches  thick,  and  on  the  timbers, 
plank  one  inch  thick,  jointed  and  well  laid  down,  and  over  the, 
second  story  timbers  eight  inches  thick,  closely  placed  together, 
with  a  substantial  roof,  the  timbers  to  be  firm,  white  or  burr-cak. 
There  shall  be  two  doors  to  the  lower  story  and  one  to  the  second. 
The  shutters  will  be  made  of  inch  plank,  three  double,  and  lined 
with  sheet  iron,  stnmgly  riveted  on  the  inside,  and  filled  with  nails 
half  an  inch  apart  on  the  outside,  to  be  hung  on  strong  iron  hinges, 
one  window  in  each  room  on  the  first  floor,  twelve  by  eighteen 
inches  in  size,  with  grates  made  of  iron  bars  one  inch  square,  and 
placed  one  inch  apart  in  a  strong  frame,  strongly  confined  to 
the  timbers,  with  iron  bolts.  There  will  be  two  windows  in  the 
second  story  twenty-four  by  thirty-six  inches  in  size,  with  grates 
made  of  iron  bars,  one  inch  square,  placed  four  inches  apart  in  a 
strong  iron  frame,  and  strongly  confined  to  the  timbers  with  iron 
bolts.  The  partition  walls  will  be  hewn  timbers  ten  inches  thick, 
and  extend  through  the  middle  wall." 

Subsequently  Daniel  Miller  was  instructed  to  ascertain  what 
kind  of  locks  were  u.sed  in  the  jails  of  the  adjoining  counties,  and 
authorized  to  contract  for  the  same,  and  properly  affix  them  to  the 
jail  building.  A  platform  was  afterwards  added  to  the  door  in  the 
upper  story,  with  steps  leading  to  it, 

•TAIL   NO.    2. 

The  present  County  Jail  is  a  substantial  two-story  brick  building, 
and  situated  a  short  distance  west  of  the  public  square,  Taylorville. 
In  June,  1870,  the  County,  through  its  officers,  made  a  contract 
with  Messrs.  Dennis  &  Beam,  the  builders  of  the  present  Court- 
house, for  a  sum  of  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars, 
to  erect  the  building,  specifications  for  the  same  being  duly  drawn 
and  approved.  The  jail  contains  ten  cells,  each  of  which  will 
comfortably  hold  two  prisoners,  and  the  hallway,  which  is  seven 
feet  wide,  could  be  made  to  accommodate  as  many  more  in  a  case 
of  necessity.  There  is  altogether  ample  room  for  forty  or  fifty  pris- 
oners. 

POOR  FARM. 

Until  the  year  1S70  the  poor  of  the  County  were  housed  and  fed 
bv  unofficial  authorities,  who  were  reimbursed  by  order  of  the 
County  Court  or  Board  of  Supervisors,  from  the  public  treasury. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  held  at  the  Court  house 
in  December,  18G9,  they  appointed  a  committee  consisting  of  James 
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H.  Hill,  John  W,  Hunter  and  M.  P.  Simpson,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  draft  drawn  for  the  poor-house,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Board  at  their  next  meeting.  In  the  meantime  thoy  were  instructed 
to  rent  a  house  if  practicable,  and  hire  a  man  to  take  charge  of  the 
same,  for  the  relief  of  paupers. 

At  a  special  session  of  the  Board  held  in  June,  18T0,  the  coni- 
railtee  appointed  reported  that  "  in  February  last  and  on  the  day 
appointed  received  and  opened  8  bids,  the  highest  bid  84,545,  the 
lowest  83,534,  which  was  awarded  to  one  Levi  Hall,  on  his  giving 
bond  and  security  to  complete  .said  building  b}-  the  15th  June, 
1870,  which  he  has  failed  to  do." 

In  the  meantime,  January  1st,  1870,  the  County  had  purchased 
160  acres  of  land  for  a  poor  farm  at  a  cost  of  S6400,  situated  in 
the  north-west  quarter  of  section  3,  township  11,  range  1,  west, 
(  Roseniond  township ),  and  at  the  above  special  term,  June,  1879, 
"  On  motion  the  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Birce,  Porter  and  Morri- 
son a  committee  to  confer  with  Levi  Hall  in  regard  to  building 
poor-house,  who  reported  as  follows  : 

"  We,  your  special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  in 
relation  to  the  contract  with  Levi  Hall  for  the  building  of  a  farm- 
house on  the  Poor  Farm,  would  respectfully  report  that  the  con- 
tractor through  wilful  neglect  or  by  an  inaccurate  ignorance  of  the 
condition  of  his  undertaking,  and  an  unwarranted  expectation  of  a 
pre-issue  of  bonds  to  enable  him  to  perform  the  same,  has  failed  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  his  bond,  and  has  thereby  forfeited 
the  same."  The  committee  however  recommended  the  Board  to 
permit  Levi  Hall  to  finish  the  building  upon  his  entering  into  a 
bond  to  do  so  within  sixty  days,  with  the  former  sureties. 

In  September,  1870,  the  committee  made  the  following  report: 
"  That  we  have  received  the  building  of  the  Poor  Farm  and  settled 
with  the  contractor,  Mr.  Hall,  and  had  the  bonds  issued  to  him  for 
the  same,  also,  that  the  house  is  ready  for  the  County  poor."  Sub- 
sequently a  substantial  barn  has  been  added  at  a  cost  of  8900,  and 
in  1871  an  addition  for  the  refractory  inmates  of  the  house,  costing 
S536.  The  Poor-house  is  a  large  two  story  frame  building,  and  its 
jiresent  able  Superintendent  or  Warden,  as  he  is  called,  succeeds  in 
making  a  profit  out  of  the  farm,  for  the  Count}',  beyond  the  cost 
of  keeping  its  unfortunate  occupants.  There  have  been  three  differ- 
ent superintendents  since  the  erection  of  the  poor-house.  The  first 
to  whom  the  contract  was  given  was  Thomas  P.  Wilkins,  in  1870 
who  received  S900  per  year.  The  amount  received  by  Mr.  Murray 
for  the  same  in  1874  was  S650.  Mr.  Wilson  received  the  contract 
in  1877.     The  house  will  conveniently  shelter  forty  or  fifty  inmates. 

The  growth  of  the  county  in  wealth  can  in  no  way  be  so  clear'y 
exhibited  as  by  giving  the  assessment  rolls  at  different  periods. 
We  select  three,  which  are  here  appended,  viz.  those  of  1847,  1856, 
and  1879. 

TAXES  IN  1847. 

In  1847  the  total  amount  of  taxes  paid  in  the  county  was  as 
follows : 

Total  value  of  Land 84,847  43 

"     Personal    Property 405  98 


Land  and  Personal  Property 

Total  State  Tax 

"     County  Tax 

Whole  Revenue 


.  5,253  41 


.  .  .  .  1,943  76 
8105  07  1,838  69 
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NeatCaltle 

Males  and  Asse 
Sheep , 


Hogs.. 

Carringes  and  W.igons 

Clock,  and  Watches 

Goods  and  Merchandise 

Mannfaetiired  Articles 

moneys  and  Credits 

Bonds,  Stocks,  4n.,  Terre  Haute  A  Alton  R.  R.. 
Unenumerated  Property 


Total  value  of  Real  and  Personal  Property.. 


SInto  Ta.K  at  47  cts.  on  the  $100 

State  Ta.\  for  Schools— 20  cts.  on  the  SlOO  . 
Total  State  Tax 


.  SO  023  03 
.     4,094  91 


County  Tax  at  40  cts.  on  the  $100.. 
Total  Tax  Levied , 


.013  $14!<,773 

,894  104,242 

315  20,.520 

,738  8,005 

,593  34,909 

002  42,190 

089  5,332 

31,325 

7,730 

112,785 

712,785 

19,945 

$i;o7.i;7o 

27,902 
Total,    Jo79,(i;s 


$1,407,775 
52.(147,453 

$13,717  91 

8,189  81 

$21,907  75 


83,782  45 
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& 

sgpug  puv!  puoa 

--             .              ^          r-         .-  r-,      .             J              ;  ""  '^ 

2 

i 

•xcx 
looiiog  lauisja 

pi^?;:.v-:^-^^n-^5jjE2" 

o 

1 

■xtJX  u.nox 

$422  80 
107  68 
208  07 
212  26 

" "  isi'is 

205  71 
144  05 
70(1  78 
620  41 

149  45 
350  4(1 
381  28 
102  2(1 
224  04 
402  1(1 
117  77 
120  45 
30  00 

i 

S  1 

1            xcx  jCiunoo 

$1,918  14 

890  21 

910  88 

803  84 

788  71 

1,044  87 

740  02 

S20  70 

2,403  81 

1,102  08 

1,013  30 

803  15 

1,1120  46 

874  34 

735  07 

1,089  (13 

1,623  511 

434  30 

403  30 

134  85 

3 

i 

i  \ 

■xux  oidS 

$2,254  1,1 

l.o.-.I  70 

1,130  40 

046  .53 

025  311 

1,226  90 

878  NO 

973  75 

2.020  04 

1.203  78 
1.188  97 
1,016  21 

1.204  85 
1,1126  01 

874  49 
1,083  31 
1,788  02 
610  83 
613  96 
158  33 

O 

■raylorvillo 

Hear  Crcik 

Mt.  Auburn 

Lo,Mi-t 

I'rairieton 

Kicks 

Assumption 

Boscmond -.. 

(Jreonwood 

Mosquito 

May 

Huckhart 

Wiiha^h  R.  R 

<l.  *  M.  R  R 

I.  A  St.  L.  R.  R. 

\ 

o  -  >.  *  ^ 
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TOTAL  VALUE   OF   PERSONAL  PKOPEHTY — 1S79. 

Assumption $GG,33r)    King 337,763  |  Pana 1271,690 

Mosquito 40,973  I  Rosemond 86,059 

Piairietoo 42,a45  '  Greenwood 08.!77 

Soutli  Forii 121,219    iWay 59,268 

Stonington 45,721     Mt.  Auburn 00,977 

EicliS 71,300    Bucliliart 18  520 

Johnson 49,303 


Locust ., 


;ar  Cre 


43  803 
2{i5,413 
60,494 


Total Jl,445,92i 


agricultvral  statistics 

FA 

Acres  1879. 

Corn 137,207  JA 

Wheat. 

Winter  \Vli.-:it 2s  770 

Spring  Wheat 685 

Oats 20,813 

Apple  Orchard 3,C45^l| 


FOU    CHRI.STIAN    rOrSTY    FUll   TIIK    YEAR    1S7'.1. 

/{.«   l-RVDUCT.S.   £lc. 

Bus.  1879.  Field  Prodiirts. 

3,570.128      I  Alius  1879.      NO.  pulNDS. 


Peach  On-hard.. 
Pear  Orcliard.. 


224 


Vineyards 

Meadow. 

Timothy  Meadow : 

Clover  Meadow 

Prairie  Meadow 

Hungarian  &  Millet 


Eye 

Barley 

Buckwheat .... 

Beans 

Peas 

Irish  Potatoes 
Sweet  Potaoes 


0    GALLS. 

Turnips  ,t  other  Root  Crops    47^4 

480 

Other  Fruits  and  Berries       42  j',. 

NO    TUN'S 

Other  Crops  not  named 

3.S210J^ 

1,170 

66 

Area    City     and      Town 

3,6947M 

Real  Eslate  (not  in- 

2,524 

3,499 

107 

Do.  do.    not  ascer- 
tained            78 

240 



04,441 

Total  N'o.  of  Acres  in  Co. 

1,3.3 

under  .altivallon....   3.^,840, 

LIFE  STOCK,   Etc. 


No.  Sheep  killed  by  dogs 137 

Total  Val.  Sheep  killed  by  dogs  S417 

Number  Pounds  Wool  Shorn 34,201 

Number  Fat  Sheep  Sold 936 

Total  Gross  Weight  Fat  Sheep 

Sold 90,419 

Dairy. 

Cows— Number  Kept 4,210 

Pounds  Butter  Sold 110  48.-) 

Pounds  Cheese  Sold 8,335 

Gallons  Milk  Sold 2e,9l0 

Cattle. 

Number  Fat  Cattle  Sold 7,224 

Total  Gross  Weight  Fat  Cattle 
Sold 8,236,320 


Number  Fat  Hogs  Sold 

Total  Gross  Weight  Fat 

Sold - 

Number  Hogs  and    Pigs  di« 

Cholera 

Total  Gross  Weight  of  S 
died  of  Cholera 


23,504 
,  1,052,291 


Number    Bushels   Timolhy 

Produced 

<  Number       Bushels      Flax 
Produced  

Number     Pounds      Grape.t 
dueed 


Seed 
Pro- 


7.-843 

1.19 

40,744 

1.49 

32 

320.10 

07 

53.40 

.33 

41,07 

4,294 

14  40 

38.10 

2.05 

GRAND   SUMMARY    OF    PERSONAL    PROPERTY  — 1879. 
ITEMS.  Nl-MBEB.    Av.  Total. 

Horses  of  .all  ages Il,.i40  $24.67 

Cattle  of  all  ages 22,7.50  10  9l 

Mules  and  Asses  of  all  ages 2,898  29.02 

Sheep  of  all  ages 

Hogs  of  all  ages 

Steam  Engines,  including  Boilers 

Fire  or  Burglar  Proof  Safes 

Billiard,    Pigeon  Hole,  Bagatelle,  or  other   sir 

Tables 

Carriages  and  Wagons  of  wh.atevcr  kind 

■Watches  and  Clocks 

Sewing  and  Knitting  Mai-hines 2,119  n 

Piano  Fortes HI  ^' 

Melodeons  and  Organs 290  2t 

Patent  Rights 2  i; 

Merchandise  on  hand 

Material  and  Manufactured  Articles  on  hand 

Manufacturers'  Tools,  Implements  and  Machinery  (other  than  Engii 

and  Boilers  which  are  to  be  listed  .as  such). 

Agricultural  Tools.  Implemenls  and  Machinery 

Gold  and  Silver  Plate  and  Plated  W.are 

Liiamouds  and  Jewelry ■ 

Moneys  of  Bank,  Banke',  Broker  or  Stock  Jobber 

Credits  of  Bank,  Banker,  Broker  or  Stock  Jobber 

Moneys  of  other  than  Biyik,  Banker,  Broker  or  Stock  Jobber 

Credits  of  oilier  tlian  Bank,  Banker,  Broker  or  Stock  Jobber 

Bonds  and  Stock 

Property  of  Companies  and  Corporations  other  than  hereinbefore  e 

meruted 


1,37,'. 
61,844 
10,105 
19.802 
8,1-20 
7,8I!5 
31 


540 
37 
4.5,177 
l.'j.lOO 
148,925 
5,0934 


Property  of  Saloons  and  Eating  Houses 

Household  or  Office  Furniture  and  Property 

Investments  in  Real  Estate  and  Improvements  thereon  (s- 
All  other  personal  properly  required  lo  be  list 

Total  value  of  Personal  Property 
LANDS. 
Improved  Lands 
Unimproved  Lands 

Total  Value  of  Lands 

TOWN  AND  CITY  LOTS. 
Improved  Town  and  City  Loi 
Unimproved  Town  and  Cily  Lot. 

Total  Value  of  Town  and  Cily  Lots 

PROPERTY  BELONGING  TO  RAILROAD 

Lands  other  than  "  Railioad  Track" 

Lots  other  than  "Railroad  Track" 

Personal  Property  other  than  "Rolling  Stock".. 

Total  Value  of  all  Property  as  Assessed 

Grand  Total... 


A    STATEMENT 


J40,4'25 

3,390 

15,132 

53,953 

$8,333,183 

THE    FIN.VNCIAL    AFF.VIRS     OP    THE     COUNTY'    ON     THE 
2-JTII     OF    MARCH,     1880. 
INDEBTEDNESS. 

Orders  outstanding,  including  amount  in  Treasurer's  hands  not  canceled S0,C7O  47 

July  certificates  and  foreign  witness  certificates  not  canceled 1,237  OO 

Coupons  due  and  not  paid 4iJi)  00 

Total  floating  debt }8.328  07 

County  bonds  in  aid  of  P.  4  S.  R.  R 20,000  00 

County  bonds  in  aid  of  D.  Si  E.  St.  R.  R 100,000  00 

Total  indebtedness $1-28,328  07 

ASSETS. 

Cash  on  hand  to  p.iy  coupons $400,000 

Cash  in  Treasury 5,7-20  08 

County  revenue  now  being  collected 20.355  53 

Eighty  acres  of  land  in  the  county— probable  value 2(i0  00 

Two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Fayette  county,  probable  value CM  00 

Total  assels $27,3-25  61 

A  LIST  OF  PERSONS  WHO  HAVE  REPRESENTED  THE  COUNTY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
(AND  OTHER  COUNTIES  DISTRICTED  THEREWITH )  SINCE  ITS  ORGANIZA- 
TION IN  1839  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA- 
TIVES  OF   THE   ST.ITE   OP   ILLINOIS.* 


Names. 
Martin  White 


Date.  Counties. 

.  1810  &  1811    Logan  and 


H.  M.  Christian 1842  &  1843    CI 

Wra   S.  Ricks 1844  &  1845 

Dorice  D.  Shumway       1847 

Edward  Evey 1849         Sh 

Anthony  Thornton..        1851  Ch 

Samuel  W.  Moullon        18.33 
Henry  Richmond...        1855      Mon 


He 


'  Richn 


Calvin  Goudy 

James  M.  Davis 

H.  M.  Vandeveer 

Giistavus  F.  Coffin.. 
Elisha  E  Barrett.... 
John  B.  Ricks 


Na 


1833 
1857 
18,59 
1861 
1803 


Da 


Names. 
E.  M.  Gilmi 


Da 


COUNTIE 

Montgon 
AChiisl 


?ry 


Janie 


Ed\varrt  D.  Baker...  1840  i  1841 

Edward  D.Baker...  1842  i  1813 

B.  .Jchnson 1844  &  1845 

lijiver  Goudy 1847 

Hiram  Roundtree..  1849 

J.acob  D.  Lansing...  ,1851 

Gabriel  R.  Jernigan  18.33 

Gabriel  R.Jernigan  18.35 

Joel  S.  Post 1857 

Joel  S  Post 18.59 

R.  J.  Oglesby IKOI 

H.  M.  Vandeveer...  1803 

H.  M.  Vandeveer...  1863 

John  M.  Woodson.  1807 

John  M.  Woodson.  1869 

Charles  Voris  1S71 

Wm.  B.Hundley...  1873 

Wm.  B.Hundley...  1875 

ElizurSouthworth  1877 

ElizurSouthworth  1879 

*  For  this  list  of  Represcutat 

Harlow,  Secretary  of  Slate. 


B.  Hundley 

.Findley 

s  M.  Berry 

M  Truitt. . .. 
Hiram  P.  Shumway 
Ellas  J.  C.Alexander 

Levi  Scotc 

Wm.  F.  Mulkey 

John  S.  H.agler 

Wm.  E.  Morrison... 

,  David  H.  Zepp 

Philip  Burrell 

;  Wm.  Y.  Crosthwait.. 

"  j  John  B.  Jones 

George  L.  Zink  

LI.ST   OF   SENATORS. 

Siingamon,  Menard,  Logan  and 

Same. 

Mongomery,  Christian  and  Boi 

Same. 

Cliristian,  Shelby,  Montgomer 

Same. 


1873 
1873 
1873 
1875 


1879 
1879 
1879 


Fayette  and  Bond. 


uiip.-iign,  De  Witt,  Piatt,  Chr 
Shelby. 


upin,  Shelby  and  Chri 


Macoiip 

n.Sh 

Ihv 

nd  Chi 

ist 

Monlgor 

lery  i 

nd  ChristiaE 

Same. 

Same. 

Same. 

ves  and 

Senators  w 

e  are  i 

de 

ndebted  to  Co\  George  H- 
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COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 

Gavin  Ralston,  Peter  Porter,  Thos.  P.  Chapman,  18:^0;  Ptter 
Porter,  Aqiiilla  Council,  T.  P.  Chapman,  1840;  Overton  Williams, 
A.  Council,  E.  S.  Young,  1841  ;  Overton  Williams,  A.  Council, 
E.  S.  Young,  1842;  Jesse  Elgan,  O.  Williams,  E.  S.  Young,  184.S; 
Jesse  Elgan,  George  Dickson,  J.  H.  Bilyeau,  1844;  George  Dick- 
son, Jesse  Elgan,  Peter  K.  Ketcham,  1845  ;  George  Dickson,  Jesse 
Elgan.  Peter  R.  Ketcham,  1846;  Wm.  A.  Goodrich,  Jes.se  Elgan, 
P.  R.  Ketcham,  1847  ;  Jesse  Elgan,  Wm.  S.  Peabody,  Wm.  A. 
Goodrich,  1818. 

COUXTY  RECORDERS. 

Horatio  M.  Vandevcer,  elected  in   18.'59;  Benjamin  Yates,  a p- 
p.jinted  (pro  tem.)  in  1842;  Thomas  Dougherty,  elected   1843  and 
served  until  1848,  at  which  time  the  law  directed  the  Circuit  Clerk 
_  to  a-ssume  the  duties  of  Recorder. 

CLERKS  OF  CIRCUIT  COURT. 

Horatio  ]M.  Vandeveer,  appointed  in  1839  and  resigned  in  1842  ; 
David  C.  Goodan,  appointed  (pro  tein.)  in  1842;  Horatio  M.  Van- 
deveer, re-elected  in  1843  and  served  until  1848;  W.  S.  Moore, 
elected  in  1848  and  served  until  18-52;  W.  S.  Jloore,  re-elected  in 
1856,  again  elected  in  1860  and  re-elected  in  1864;  John  B.  Ricks, 
elected  in  IS6S  and  re-elected  in  1872;  Josiah  A.  Hill,  elected  in 
1S7G,  and  is  the  present  incumbent. 

CLERKS  OF  COUNTY  COURT. 

Ezekiel  Young,  appointed  in  1839,  served  until  1813;  Philip  C. 
Ferguson,  elected  in  1843;  Daniel  JMiller,  electeil  in  1847  (died  in 
office);  Thomas  P.  Lond,  appointed  (pro  tem.)  1848,  and  served  by 
re-election  in  1H49  until  1853;  John  Hunter,  elected  in  1853  and 
served  until  1856,  (died  in  office);  W.  A.  Goodrich,  appointed 
(pro  tem.)  in  1856,  elected  in  1857,  re-ehcted  in  1861,  was  again 
elected  in  1865  and  re-elected  in  1839;  Wm.  H.  Kirkwood,  elected 
in  1873;  Chas.  Whitmer,  elected  in  1877,  and  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent. 

SHERIFFS  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

William  S.  Ricks  was  appointed  in  1839,  and  was  elected  in 
1840;  Amos  Richardson,  elected  in  1842 ;  Henry  Hardin,  elected 
in  1844;  G.ibriel  R.  Jernigan,  elected  in  1846;  Wul  L.  Hammer, 
elected  in  1848;  Wm.  A.  Goodrich,  elected  in  1850;  Wm.  E. 
Brents,  elected  in  1852;  Wm.  A.  Goodrich,  elected  in  1854;  John 
C.  Goode,  elected  in  1856;  James  Christian,  elected  in  1857; 
Leander  S.  Clark,  elected  in  1858;  James  Christian,  elected  in 
18lil);  C.  A.  j\[anuers,  elected  in  1862;  John  B.  Ricks,  elected  in 
18(i4  ;  John  White,  elect^'d  in  1866  ;  Jo.-iah  A.  Hill,  elected  in 
1868;  Henry  Johnson,  elected  in  1870;  J.  S.  Mercer,  elected  in 
1873;  Josiah  A.  Hill,  elected  in  1874;  Thos.  G.  May,  elected  in 
1876;  A.L.Clark,  elected  in  1878,  (died  February  l^t,  1880); 
W.  C.  Haines,  the  present  incumbent,  was  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  Feb.  7th,  1880,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Jlr.  Clark. 

PROBATE  JUDGES. 

Thomas  W.  Davis,  elected  in  1839  ;  Wm.  S.  Frink,  elected  in 
1843;  Calviu  Goudy,  elected  in  1847,  and  re  elected  iu  1849. 

COUNTY  JUDGES. 

1849-"53,  H.  M.  Vandeveer.        Associates  \  ?•  ■^-  '][,^.'"'"^''"?' 

'  Amos  Richardson. 


1853,  H.  M.  Vandeveer. 

1854,  H.  JI.  Vandeveer. 

185-5-'57,  H.  M.  Vandeveer. 
!» 


Associates  ■ 


(-, 

(  G.  R.  Jernigan, 

j  John  S.  Foster. 

1        ■  ,     \  John  Barns, 
Assocu,tes  -^  J  jj_  (-.|^^^^.; 

,        .  ,      (  J.  H.  Clark, 
As.iOCiutes  ■  Af   r>  /■      i  ■  i 
(  M.  P.  Gootlnch. 


1857-'61,  D.  D.  Shuraway. 
1861-'65,  Leander  L.  Clark. 
1865-'G9,  Andrew  Simpson.' 


i-<^ociates  ^  ^^'"'-  ^''•'^'■P' 
.■i.y,ocunes  ^  j^,^_^  ^  Dawdy. 

Associates  \'^\^\i'}'^'^'-''"'' 
[  John  \\  hite. 

J ,      •  ,     (  David  Henshire, 
Associates  ■    -  -      —  ' 


(  John  White. 
1869,  William  S.  Moore. 
1877,  Alexander  McCaskill,  present  incumbent. 

MASTERS  IN  CHANCERY. 

J.  M.  Vandeveer,  1850;  J.  R.  Garin,  1850;  Ben.  Mason,  1853, 
and  18.54;  D.  D.  Shumway,  1857,  who  served  until  his  death. 
May  9th,  1870;  and  at  the  special  terra  of  Court  in  May,  the  busi- 
ness was  given  to  special  commissioners,  and  between  that  time  and 
the  November  term  1870,  when  John  B.  Jones  was  appointed  ;  he 
served  until  Dec.  31st,  1878,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1879,  John 
G.  Drennan  was  appointed,  and  is  the  present  incumbent. 

CORONERS. 

Benjamin  Williams,  appointed  in  1839  ;  Jacob  Lovely,  elected 
in  1840;  Daniel  Robb,  elected  in  1842;  Green  B.  Ketcham, 
elected  in  1844  ;  J.  Ketcham,  elected  in  1846  ;  J.  M.  D.  Langley, 
elected  iu  1848;  James  Ridgway,  elected  in  18.50  ;  R.E.White, 
elected  in  1852;  E.  T.  Lee,  elected  iu  1854;  Jesse  Murphy,  elected 
in  1856;  Moses  H.  Brents,  elected  in  1858;  Joseph  Fellers,  elected 
in  1860;  D.  C.  Blount,  elected  in  1862  and  served  until  1872; 
J.  W.  Lamb,  elected  in  1872  and  re-elected  in  1874 ;  G-  W.  Long, 
elected  in  1876  and  re-elected  iu  1878. 

school  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Horatio  51.  Vandeveer,  appointed  in  1839  and  served  until  1841  ; 
John  AV.  AVheat,  elected  in  1841 ;  Thomas  S-  Leachman,  elected 
in  1843;  Daniel  Miller,  elected  in  1845;  James  C.  Morrison, 
elected  in  1847,  and  served  until  1853  ;  Richard  Sparks,  elected  in 
18^  ;  Isaac  Hanon,  Jr.,  elected  in  18-55 ;  S.  S.  Cisua,  elected  in 
1857,  and  served  until  1863;  J.  A.  Ryan,  elected  iu  1863;  A. 
McCaskill,  elected  in  1865,  and  re-elected  in  1869  ;  R.  W.  Orr, 
elected  in  1873,  re-elected  in  1877,  and  present  incumbent. 

COUNTY  TREASURERS. 

Gabriel  R.  Jernigan,  appointed  in  1839  and  elected  in  1840; 
Jesse  Murphy,  elected  in  1843  and  re-elected  in  1847;  J.  Richard- 
son, elected  in  1849;  Sauford  Petty,  elected  iu  1851,  and  served 
until  1861  ;  Jones  Suttle,  elected  in  1861,  re-elected  iu  1863  and 
1865  ;  Morgan  Goode.  elected  in  1867,  (died  in  office);  Thos.  P. 
Bond,  appointed  in  1868,  and  elected  in  1869  ;  Samuel  P.  Mooney, 
elected  in  1871  ;  Amos  A.  Rhodes,  elected  iu  1873,  and  served 
until  1879  ;  W.  J.  Jordan,  elected  in  1879,  the  present  treasurer. 

county  SURVEYORS. 

John  E.  Stockton,  elected  in  1839  and  served  until  September 
1842;  AVm-  A.  Goodrich,  elected  in  1843,  re-elected  in  1847;  M. 
P.  Goodrich,  elected  in  1849  ;  Chas.  A.  Manners,  elected  iu  1851, 
re-elected  in  1853;  A.  Simpson,  elected  in  1855;  Henry  D.  Hall, 
elected  in  1867,  re-elected  iu  1859  ;  James  A.  Ryan,  elected  in  1861, 
n.  F.  Davidson,  elected  in  1863;  A.  McNeal,  elected  in  1865; 
AVm.  T.  Shaw,  elected  in  1867  ;  Richard  M.  Powel,  elected  in  1869, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent. 

COUNTY    GOVERNMENTS. 

Since  the  organization  of  this  county  as  many  as  three  different 
courts  for  the  transaction  of  the  county's  business  have  existed. 
First. — The  County  Comraissoners'  Court,  of  three  members,  for  ten 
years.  Second. — The  County  Court,  comprised  of  a  County  Judge 
and    two   Associate   Justices,  for   seventeen    vears.       Third. — The 
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Board  of'Bii|)rrvisui-s,  as  at  present  coiistiluti'd.    The  latter  is  under 
the  form  of 

Tiiwxsiiii'  (>i;i;am/.at1(iX. 

Before  its  iliial  aduiitioii  it  was  Mdiiiiitt((l  to  the  ehrtors  of  the 
county,  on  no  h-ss  than  three  dilhrent  oeeasions.  Tiie  first  was  at 
the  Noveniher  eleetion  in  LSO'.I.  The  vote  llien  stood  for  towii>hi|i 
organization  78U  ;  apiinst  it  'i>i~t, — a  majority  of  two  in  favor  of  tlie 
measure,  but  still  it  was  defeated,  for  the  law  ncjuind  a  niajojity, 
taking  tlie  lniihe>t  vote  ea>t  as  a  eiiterioii.  The  hinhe.vt  vote  east 
previously  was  for  ( 'onL:ressn}an,  17H! — the  total  vote  on  townslii|) 
organization  was  loTti.  So  tlio  measure  was  defeated  hy  the  striet 
interpretation  of  the  law  by  a  majority  of  (iO  votes. 

The  second  efiiirtwas  made  at  the  election  held  Xovendier  4,  l.s(i2. 
Tiie  vote  stood  733  for  it,  and  12U1  against  it — majority  against 
4  U.S. 

At  the  thiid  effort  made  Kovember  7,  18(10,  it  eanied.  There 
was  a  decided  majojity  favorable  to  town^hil)  organization.  At 
the  Deeembei-  tei-ni  of  the  county-eourt  follow  ing  :  — A.  ( i.  Xeal,  of 
Pana,  Dial  Davis,  of  Mt.  Auburn,  and  ,J.  Hamilton  Vandeveer,  of 
Tavlorville,  Were  appointed  eommis.^ioners  to  divide  the  county  into 
suitable  towushi|s.  Tiiey  reported  March  l.-t,  1860,  to  the  court 
"  That  thev  had  perfirmed  the  duty  by  dividing  the  county  into 
seventeen  districts,  named  as  fiiUows  : — Mostpiito,  ]\It.  Aubuiii, 
Buckhart,  Htonington,  Prairieton,  Assumption,  JNIay,  Taylorville, 
South  Fork,  Bear  Creek,  Johnson,  Locust,  Pana,  Koseinond, 
Greenwood,  Hicks  and  King.  The  old  county-court — Andrew 
Simpson,  county  Judge,  with  John  White  and  David  Henshie, 
Associate  Justices— held  it<  last  meeting  on  the  10th  of  March, 
1866  ;  after  ordering  an  election  for  one  .Supervisor  frojn  each  of 
said  townships  as  fjrmed.     The  old  court  then  adjourned. 

.sui'ERVisor;s'  i  '< )Ui;t. 

The  first  .special  meeting  of  the  newly  elected  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors was  held  at  the  court-house.  May  1st,  IStiO.  The  names  of  the 
members  elect  were  as  tidlows  : — Tdiilnrn'/ti- — William  W.  Ander- 
son ;  Jo/(«.vo„—Tavner  Ander.on  ;  J!,",)-  r,T,/.— James  II.  Hill; 
A'ici-s— James  H.  Cisna  ;  A7/,.r/— William  S.  Potts;  South  FoiL— 
Gavin  Ralstou;  i>'iic7.7e(W— J  ihn  Sharp  ;  Mt.  Aiilnint — [ohu  M. 
Hill;  3Iijsqitito — James  David.son  ;  I'i:iirieto}i — W.  JM.  Iviton  ; 
Stoningtoii — Asa  Bowman  ;  Maij — John  S.  Fraley  ;  Locust — B.  C. 
Cocheran  ;  Ansiiinptinn — Jacob  Overholt;  Piiiia — W.  B.  Little: 
Eosonund — James  L.  Simpson  ;  (Ircriniv^id — George  AV.  Tayloi-. 
William  W.  Anderson  was  elected  C'hairnuui  of  the  Board. 

The  supervisors  are  cin).-eu  annually  on  the  lir.-t  Tue>day  in  A]uil. 
The  system  seems  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  jieople.  It 
certainly  has  one  merit  of  nii>re  e(iually  representing  the  diffirent 
interests  of  the  county.  It  is  in  the  nature  cjf  a  small  Icgi.^lative 
bodv,  deriving  its  power  direct  iidm  the  governed. 


CHAPTER     X. 
jji:x('ir  AMI  i:.\n. 

r  the  circuit  court  f  u'  the  county  of  Dane,  which  con- 
vened at  Taylorville,  Monday,  XovendHr  4th,  l^:!'.!, 
Samuel  II.   Treat,  judge   of   the  eighth  judicial    circuit. 


Mi 

^^Aj      pivM.le.l. 

There  were  present  Horatio  ]\I.  Vandeveer,  clerk  ;  William  S. 
Ricks,  Sheiifi';  David  B.  Campbell,  states  attorney;  and  James  C. 
Conkling,  attorney  at  law.  By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  February 
2l.<t,  184.'.,  the  eounli..,- of  Sangamon,  Tazewell,  Woodford,  McLean, 
Livingston,  De  Witt,  Piatt,  Champaign,  Vermilion,  Edgar,  M.jul 


trie.  Christian,  Logan  and  Menard,  were  formed  into  the  eighth 
judicial  district.  These  counties  formed  the  circuit  until  the  act 
of  Febi'uary,  1847,  which  excluded  Livingston  "and  Menard,  and 
in<. billed  Shelby  and  Macon  counties. 

After  Judge  Treat  was  transferred  to  the  Federal  courts  by  Pre- 
siilent  James  K.  Polk,  David  Davis  of  Bloomington  was  elected  to 
take  his  place.  He  opened  court  in  Taylorville  June  4th,  1849. 
Judge  Davis  remained  on  the  circuit  until  18-53.  By  an  act  of  the 
legislature,  passed  February  3d,  18.33,  McLean  county  was  taken 
out  of  the  circuit,  and  a  new  circuit  formed  for  Judge  Charles 
Emerson.  The  counties  of  Sanganmn,  Logan,  5IeL(.an,  Woodford, 
Tazewell,  DeWitt,  Champaign  and  Vermilion  formed  Judge  Davis' 
circuit,  and  retained  the  name  and  number,  as  the  eighth  judicial 
district.  Bond,  Fayette,  Montgomery,  Christian,  Shelbv,  EfRng- 
han;,  Moultrie,  Macon  and  Piatt  counties  formed  Judge  Emerson's" 
circuit,  and  was  known  as  the  seventeenth  judicial  district. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  February  12th,  1857,  the  counties 
that  i;omposed  the  circuit  were  changed  again.  Thp  seventeenth  cir- 
cuit iucludi'd  and  was  composed  of  Macon,  Piatt,  Fay^ette,  Effinghaiu- 
.Shelby,  Moultrie  aud  Coles  counties.  By  an  act  passed  February'" 
11th,  18.'i7,  the  eighteenth  judicial  district  was  formed.  It  was  com-'^ 
po.^ed  of  the  courts  of  Sangamon,  Macoupin,  Montgomery  and 
Christian.  The  seventeenth  still  remained  Judge  Emerson's  cir- 
cuit. IC.  Y.  Iviee,  of  Hillsbwo,  became  Judge  of  the  eighteenth  ju- 
dicial di>ti'i(tt.  He  jiresided  until  187t_l,  when  he  resigned  to  take 
his  scat  in  congress,  to  which  body  he  had  been  elected.  Jlon.  H. 
JM.  Vandeveer  was  appoint(;d  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
Judge  Rice,  wiiich  expired  in  4873.  xVt  an  election  held  that  year, 
Judge  II.  M.  Vandeveer  was  elected  to  the  ofttpe  for  the  full  term 
of  six  years.  His  terra  expired  in  June,  1879.  General  Jesse  J. 
Phillips,  of  Hillsboro,  was  elected  to  succeed  him." 

Our  readers  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  Jtidge  Treat.  His 
name  has  been  connected  with  the  juri.sprudenne  of  the  State  for 
nearly  half  a  century. 

David  Davis,  the  second  Judge  upon  the  circuit,  has  an  enviable 
reconl  and  a  national  reputation.  Rai.sed  to  the  high  dignity  of  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  by  his  warm  per- 
sonal friend,  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  at  present  a  senator^in  the 
halls  of  the  first  legislative  body  in  the  world,  and  representing 
there  ti<6  great  .State  of  Illinois,  serve  to  mark  him  as  a  professional 
jurist,  and  a  wise  and  able  statesman. 

Of  Judge  Charles  Emerson,  it  may  be  said  that  he  was  a  plain, 
unassuming  man,  and  a  matter-of-fact  lawyer.  He  had  but  little 
Sentiment,  and  dealt  very  largely  in  facts;  yet  withal  was  kind 
aud  accommodating  on  the  bench,  particularly  to  the  younger  and 
inexperienced  members  of  the  bar.  Very  few-  of  Judge  Emerson's 
decisions  were  rever.scd  by  the  higher  courts. 

Judge  Rice,  was  born  in  Kentucky.  He  read  law  in  the  office 
of  John  M.  Palmer,  of  Carlinville,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
18,57.  He  soon  developed  into  a  sound  lawyer,  aud  made  an  ex- 
cellent judge. 

Of  Judge  H.  M.  Vandeveer,  we  shall  have  occasion  to  s]5Cak 
more  extcndedly  further  on  in  this  chapter. 

Judge  Phillips,  the  present  incumbent,  is  yet  comparatively  a 
j'oung  man,  with  little  experience  upon  the  bench,  but  so  far  has 
given  evidence  of  being  eminently  rpialified  for  the  position.  He 
brings  to  the  bench  studious  habits,  a  well-trained  and  educated 
mind,  a  pleu.-ing,  gentlemanly  address,  and  a  strict  regard  for  the 
rights  and  feeling  of  others,  which  augurs  well  for  his  success  and 
liopularity  in  the  future. 

In  1877  the  legislature  passed  a  law  establishing  appellate 
courts,  enlarging   the    circuits,  and   providing    for  the    electijii    of 
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three  judges  for  each  circuit.  At  the  election  in  June,  1879,  W. 
R.  Welch,  of  Carlinville,  Charles  S.  Zane,  of  Springfield,  and  J.  J. 
Phillips,  of  Hillsboro,  were  elected.  Under  the  arrangement  made 
by  the.se  three  judges  for  the  division  of  the  business  the  count}'  of 
Christian  has  fallen  to  Judge  Phillips. 

STATE  .\ND  rROSECUTIXG  ATTORNEY. 

David  B.  Campbell,  of  Springfield,  was  the  first  public  prosecutor 
of  Christian  county.  He  was  an  able  lawyer,  fearless  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty,  and  the  brightest  and  ablest  advocate, 
criminal  lawyer  and  state's  attorney  the  county  ever  had.  His 
equal  in  his  day  was  hardly  found  in  the  state,  and  his  superior 
not  in  the  north-west.  He  served  from  1839  until  1852.  After 
him  came  Elam  Rust,  who  was  elected  in  1S53  and  served  until 
1856.  J.  B.  White  from  1857  until  18(34.  C.  U.  Morrison  from 
1865  until  1868.  Horace  Gwin,  1868  to  1871.  A.  McCaskill, 
1872  to  1875.  V.  E.  Foy,  1876  to  1880,  and  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent. 

At  the  orgiMiization  of  the  county,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
afterward,  the  members  of  the  Springfield,  Shelbyville,  Hillsboro 
and  Decatur  bars  practiced  here  and  supplied  the  legal  talent. 

Owing  to  the  small  amount  of  litigaj;ion  in  each  county  in  those 
da)'s,  lawyers  found  it  necessary  and  profitable  to  follow  the  judge 
around  tb%^ircuit,  from  one  county-seat  to  another.. 

The  array  of  legal  talent  that  frequented  the  first  courts  of 
Christian  county,  has  not  been  surpassed  or  hardly  equalled  in  the 
state.  "  There  were  giants  in  tho.se ■^lays."  Tlie  rude  walls  of  the 
court-house,  of  the  pioneer  days  of  Christian  county,  resounded 
with  forensic  eloquence.  In  that  -legal  array  were  men  whose 
names,  have  long  since  been  written  high  on  the  roll  of  honor 
and  fame.  Prominent  among  the  attorneys  who  practiced  here 
was  Abraham  Kncoln,  the  martyr  president.  Among  the  older 
citizens  of  the  county  he  is  well  remembered,  more  {particularly  for 
his  wonderful  stories  and  anecdotes  with  which  he  regaled  the 
crowd^f  gaping  listeners.  Here  also  practiced  Stephen  A.  Dcjuglas, 
the  "  lijttle  Giant "  of  the  West.  He  was  ju.st  then  entering  upon 
his  briUiant  career,  which  in  after  years  made  hiui  one  of  the  re- 
cognized intellectual  giants  of  his  age.  Here,  too,  wse^E.  D. 
Baker",  the  silver-tongued  orator  "  who  commanded  an  Tllir^a  regi- 
ment in  the  Jlexican  war,  afterwards  senator  from  OregMf  whose 
life  went  out  while  at  the  head  of  his  command,  at  the  battle  of 
■Ball's  Bluff",  in  the  late  rebellion."  When  he  first  commenced  the 
practice  here  he  was  a  candidate  for  state  senator.  He  was  a 
good  lawyer,  but  a  better  orator.  The  "gifts  of  the  gods  "  were  his 
to  a  wonderful  degree.  Then  came  Stephen  T. 'Logan,  one  of  the 
bright  legal  intellects  of  the  slate.  He  was  styled  the  walking  en- 
cyclopaedia of  legal  knowledge  and  information.  Around  him 
were  men  whose  minds  were  cast  in  massive  moulds;  men  whose 
"beck  and  will  the  masses  blindly  followed,  and  whose  names  are 
conspicuous,  and  mark  an  epoch  in  American  history.  Yet  they 
were  dwarfed  to  littleness,  and  were  infants  when  measured  by  the 
full-grown  mental  manhood  of  Stephen  T.  Logan.  None  could 
grasp,  like  him,  the  subtle  intricacies  of  the  law,  delve  deeper  into 
its  mystic  lore,  or  build  up  a  stronger  or  more  logical,  firmer,  and 
symmetrical  argument  than  he.  It  was  absolutely  faultless.  The 
problems  over  which  the  ordinary  legal  mind  would  consume  the 
"  midnight  oil  "  in  their  efforts  to  solve,  to  him  were  but  mental 
recreation.  His  clear  and  comprehensive  mind  grasped  all  details, 
and  made  light  as  day  that  which  to  others  was  dark  and  obscure. 
Mr.  Logan  is  still  a  resident  of  Springfield,  Illinois. 

Here  also  practiced  Anthonj'  Thornton,  of  Shelbvville,  which 
practice  he  still  continues.     lie  for  a  time  graced  the  bench  of  the 


Supreme  Court  of  Illinois.  James  C.  Conkling,  of  Springfield,  who 
was  the  first  and  only  attorney  here  when  the  court  of  this  county 
convened  for  the  first  time.  B.  S.  Edwards  was  also  a  prominent 
and  learned  attorney.  Then  came  Joshua  Lamburn,  an  able  ora- 
tor and  successful  criminal  lawyer.  Senator  McDougal,  of  na- 
tional reputation.  John  T.  Stuart,  with  his  elegant  manners  and 
fine  scholastic  appearance.  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  a  polished  and  ex- 
tremely dignified  gentleman,  but  a  good  lawyer  withal.  Samuel  S. 
IMoulton,  still  an  attendant  upon  the  court,  and  at  one  time  con- 
gressman for  the  state  at  large.  William  F.  May,  of  Bladison 
county,  afterward  of  Springfield.  A.  McWiliiams,  of  Litclifield  ; 
Hiram  Roundtree,  of  Hillsboro;  William  H.  Herndon,  of  Spring- 
field, all  practitioners  of  this  bar,  and  all  regarded  as  good,  safe  and 
reliable  lawyers.  And  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  may  be  men- 
tioned the  name  of  Richard  J.  Oglesby,  renowned  in  war,  in  the 
state  and  nation  as  a  gallant  soldier,  as  governor  of  a  great  state, 
and  United  States  senator  from  Illinois.  The  foregoing  are  some 
of  the  names  of  prominent  men  who  came  here  and  fought  the  legal 
battles  for  this  county.  Will  the  county  or  bar  of  any  other  local- 
ity in  the  state  ever  again  see  such  a  formidable  array  of  prominent 
names  and  legal  talent  as  was  assembled  here  fort}'  vears  ago? 

FOn.MER    RESIDENT    LAWYERS. 

Tile  second  rosidi-nt  lawyer  of  Christian  county  was  a  man  by 
the  name  of  John  W.  Wheat.  He  came  to  Taylorville  in  1840, 
and  taught  school  here  soon  after  the  town  was  located.  In  1841 
he  commenced  the  practice  of  hnv.  There  was  but  little  legal 
business  to  attend  to  in  tho.se  days,  and  Mr.  Wheat  did  not  find 
the  practice  remunerative,  and  soon  after  left  the  county.  He  was  a 
well-educated  young  man,  and  possessed  considerable  ability,  and 
would  have,  no  doubt,  ri.'^en  to  prominence  in  the  profession  had  he 
remained  here.  Benjamin  Mason  was  the  fourth  lawyer;  was 
a  citizen  of  Greenfield,  Green  county.  Ills.,  and  came  to  Taylor- 
ville in  the  latter  part  of  1852.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  soon  after  he  came  here;  was  a  brilliant  young  man, 
with  a  fine  legal  mind,  and  soon  got  considerable  practice.  He 
would  have  succeeded  well  in  the  law,  but  unf  irtunately  for  him  he 
fell  into  bad  habits,  and  soon  lost  his  reputation  and  practice. 
Remained  here  until  1858.  During  the  gold  excitement  of  the 
latter  year  he  went  to  Pike's  Peak,  returned  to  Carrollton  in  18G2, 
and  died  in  1870. 

Thos.  Shoenuiker  was  the  fifth  resident  hnvver.  He  came  to 
Taylorville  about  1852,  was  somewhat  "irregidar"  in  his  prac- 
tice, and  remained  here  until  1854,  when  he  went  to  Kan.sas, 
took  a  hand  in  Kansas  politics,  and  achieved  considerable  notoriety 
and  accumulated  some  wealth.  Was  one  of  those  restless,  ener- 
getic men,  and  was  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  stirring  times  incident 
to  the  history  of  Kansas  while  yet  under  territorial  government. 
His  prominency  however  proved  his  death.  He  was  shot  and  killed 
in  one  of  the  riots  that  disgraced  the  early  history  of  that  state. 
J.  H.  Dawdy  located  in  Pana  in  April,  1856.  He  was  a  native  of 
Illinois,  and  became  a  lawyer  from  force  of  circumstances.  There 
being  no  attorney  in  Pana,  when  he  first  located  there,  and  a  law- 
yer being  very  much  in  demand,  he  concluded  to  study  for  the  pro- 
fession. He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1856.  Soon  after  he  was 
elected  Associated  Justice  for  the  county,  a  position  he  held  for 
four  years,  and  was  tlnn  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace;  an  office  he 
has  continued  in  with  but  few  interruptions  ever  since. 

George  Pease  was  the  second  lawyer  in  Pana.  He  was  a  native 
of  Mass.,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  College.  Came  to  Pana  in  1857, 
and  continued  there  in  ju-aetice  until  l'S61.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  he  enlisted  and  was  elected  Captain  of  a  company.     He 
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remained  in  service  for  two  years,  wlun  he  returncil  and  resumed 
his  practice.  Remained  in  Paiui  I'nr  tdiir  vearti  longer,  and  (lun 
removed  to  Taylorville,  an<l  iVnni  here  to  Colorado,  where  he  at 
present  resides.  IMr.  Pease  is  renioiiihered  as  a  very  good  lawyer, 
and  a  man  of  fine  oratorical  ahililies.  James  ().  Connor  was  also  a 
resident  lawyer  of  Pana.  lie  was  a  native  of  New  York,  loca- 
ted in  1858,  and  continued  in  practice  until  1861,  when  he  entered 
the  army  and  was  elected  1st,  Lieutenant  of  a  company  in  the  Sd 
Ills.  Cavalry.  Was  subsequently  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major, 
and  continued  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
married  an  intelligent  and  accomplished  lady  of  Helena,  Ark.,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  O.  Connor  was  of  a  judicial  turn  of  mind, 
but  lacked  the  elements  of  an  orator. 

Harrison  Havens  read  law  while  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  AV.  S. 
Moore,  Circuit  Clerk.  Was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  did  little  prac- 
tice. He  went  to  Iowa,  and  then  to  Springfield,  Mo.,  where  he 
permanently  located,  and  continued  the  practice.  Since  becoming 
a  resident  of  the  latter  place  he  has  twice  represented  his  District  in 
Congress.  He  was  yet  a  young  man  when  he  left  Taylorville,  but 
since  then  has  developed  considerable  ability  as  a  lawyer,  and 
has  been  ver}'  successful  as  a  politician.  D.  K.  Hall  came  to  Tay- 
lorville in  185!).  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  entered  the 
service  as  a  First  Lieutenant,  and  was  promoted  during  the  war  to 
the  rank  of  Major.  He  never  returned  to  the  county,  but  after  the 
war  settled  in  Missouri,  where  he  still  lives. 

Hon.  D.  D.  Shumway  was  a  native  of  Mass.,  and  came  to  Chris- 
tian county  in  1843.  He  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  1860 ;  then  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Hon.  H.  M.  Vandevecr, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  man  in  the  county,  and  this 
section  of  the  state  ;  and  held  many  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  He 
was  a  logical  rea.soner  and  a  superior  jury  lawyer.     Died  in  1870. 

D.  T.  Moore  was  another  member  of  the  bar.  A  native  of  Ohio. 
He  read  law  in  Taylorville,  and  was  here  admitted  to  practice. 
Remained  here  until  1864,  when  he  removed  to  Washington,  Iowa, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Subsequently  he  removed 
to  York,  Webraska,  and  commenced  again  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  still  I'esides  there,  and  is  a  prominent  lawyer,  and  has 
filled  several  important  judicial  positions. 

David  McWilliaras  came  to  Taylorville  in  1863.  He  remained 
here  until  1866,  when  he  removed  and  located  at  Monticello,  Piatt 
county,  Illinois. 

S.  P.  Davis  was  a  mcmlier  of  the  Christian  county  liar,  and  is 
better  known  as  a  journalist  tliaji  a  lawyer.  In  1800  he  removed 
to  Belleville,  and  from  thence  to  Denver,  Colorado,  where  he  died 
with  consumption.  About  this  time  a  lawyer  by  the  name  of  J.  G. 
Murdock  attempted  to  practice  law  here.  Was  not  successful, 
and  soon  after  removed  to  Texas,  where  he  remains  at  present. 
Daniel  McFarland,  an  attorney  from  O'Fallon,  in  St.  Clair  county, 
Illinois,  came  to  Taylorville  in  1871,  and  opened  a  law  office.  He 
soon  after  left,  and  went  to  Peoria,  Illinois. 

A.  D.  Rich  located  in  Pana,  in  1870.  His  first  venture  there  in 
business  was  the  establishing  of  the  Pana  Palladium,  a  newspajier 
that  still  continues.  Practiced  law  to  a  limited  extent;  re- 
mained in  Pana  until  187'2,  when  he  removed  to  Iowa,  thence  to 
Hannibal,  Mo.,  where  he  remains  at  present.  J.  A.  Tavlor  was  a 
resident  of  Macon  county.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Decatur, 
came  to  Taylorville  in  1872,  and  remained  for  several  years. 
While  here  he  contracted  some  fatal  disease,  and  went  back  to  De- 
catur, where  he  died  soon  after. 

S.  S.  Hibhard  was  a  practicing  attorney  ;  located  in  Taylorville 
iu  1874-75.     He  removed  to  St.  Louis,  and  soon  alter  abandoned  the 
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law  and  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Universalist  Church. 
quiet,  unobtrusive  gentleman,  and  a  good  lawyer. 

Charles  A.  Shirley  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  Tavlorvillo 
in  1877,  and  continued  until  1878,  when  he  removed  and  perma- 
nently located  in  Blue  Mound,  Macon  county,  Ills.  G.  W.  Hin- 
man  came  to  Pana  in  1877,  remaining  one  year;  then  returned  to 
his  former  home  in  Pike  county,  Illinois. 

J.  W.  Stanley,  a  practical  machinist,  was  elected  City  Attornev  of 
Pana  in  1877.  He  served  one  year,  and  then  removed  to  Law- 
rence county.  Illinois,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  practicing  law. 

Daniel  Miller  was  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Christian  county,  and 
studied  law  during  his  term  of  office.  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  and 
very  popular.  Died  in  Taylorville.  It  is  to  be  regretted  tiiat  we 
could  not  get  fuller  information  of  Mr.  Miller.  J.  M.  Pendell 
located  in  Pana  in  1867.     He  had  a  limited  practice.  Died  in  1878. 

AVilliam  H.  Dawdy  was  a  resident  of  Pana.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1866.  Read  law  with  B.  W.  Henry  of  Vandalia. 
Was  elected  City  Attorney  of  Pana,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office,  located  in  Greenville,  Ills.  He  is  now  State's  Attor- 
ney of  Bond  county,  to  which  position  he  has  been  twice  elected. 
W.  T.  Rogers  came  to  Pana  in  1866.  He  practiced  law  for  two 
years,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  St.  Louis. 

A.  C  McMillan  was  also  an  attorney  of  Pana.  Came  there  in 
1866.  Had  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  HetO(jk  an  active  and 
conspicuous  part  iu  the  building  of  the  O  &  M.  R.  R.,  was  a 
man  of  great  energy  and  perseverance,  and  did  his  part  towards 
furthering  enterprises  that  had  for  their  object  the  material  ad- 
vancement and  prosperity  of  Pana.     Died  in  1875. 

Present  Members  of  the  Bar. — In  speaking  of  the  present  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  it  is  necessary  that  we  be  quite  brief.  We  have 
not  space  to  give  each  such  an  elaborate  notice  as  we  would  de-ire, 
nor  would  it  be  craved  by  the  profe.ssion.  Fulsome  laudation 
would  be  out  of  place  in  a  work  of  this  character.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say,  however,  that  the  bar  of  Chi'istian  county  will 
compare  favorably  in  point  of  talent  with  any  in  Central  Illi- 
nois It  conqn-ises  among  its  members  ambitious  and  studious 
voung  men,  to  whom  the  future  is  bright  and  roseate  with  promises 
of  usefulness  and  renown.  It  also  embraces  men  of  mature  years, 
who  have,  b}'  patience  and  diligent  toil,  won  high  places  iu  the 
honorable  profession  of  Law. 

Hon.  H.  M.  Vandeveer  must  be  regarded  as  the  Nestor  of  the 
bar.  He  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1816,  and  came  with  his  father 
to  what  is  now  Christian  county  (then  Sangamon)  in  1829. 
Read  law  with  John  T.  Stuart,  of  Springfield,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  iu  1839.  He  was  first  resident-lawyer  in  the  county. 
During  the  first  years  after  the  organization  of  the  county,  he  held 
most  of  the  offices,  and  has  been  identified  in  one  way  and  another 
with  the  civil  history  of  the  county  from  its  first  organization  down 
to  the  present.  As  a  lawyer  he  appeared  on  one  side  or  the  other 
of  every  important  case  that  has  been  tried  in  the  courts  of  this 
county  prior  to  1870,  when  he  became  judge  of  this  circuit.  He 
is  a  man  of  fine  natural  abilities,  a  most  excellent  judge  of  men, 
untiring  and  aggressive,  and  a  sound  practical  lawyer.  In  both 
private  and  public  life,  and  in  every  official  capacit)',  he  has  always 
been  found  faithful  to  trusts  reposed  in  him,  and  has  maintained 
the  respect  of  the  bar  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  through  all 
the  years  past,  since  he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county. 

W.  S.  Moore  is  the  second  resident  attorney,  and  the  third  law- 
yer in  the  county.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  came  to  Taylor- 
ville in  184S.  Road  law  with  H.  M.  Vandeveer,  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  1.S52,  and  continued  in  the  profession  until  1878, 
when    he    abandoned    law,    and    engaged    exclusivelv   in    mercau- 
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tile  pursuits.  Mr.  Moore  gave  almost  exclusive  attention  to  the 
Chancery  practice,  in  which  he  was  successful.  He  has  held  va- 
rious offices  iu  the  county,  aud  was  circuit  clerk  for  twenty  years. 
■  Hon.  Alejiander  McCaskill  is  a  native  of  McDonough  county, 
Illinois.  Read  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Bailey,  Van  Vleck 
&  Wells,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1857,  and  commenced  the 
practice  in  Prairie  City,  in  his  native  county.  In  the  winter  of 
1857-58  he  came  to  Taylorville,  where  he  remained  until  1859, 
then  removed  to  Colorado,  returning  here  in  1861  ;  and  again 
commenced  the  practice,  which  he  has  continued  uninterruptedly, 
except  four  years,  which  was  spent  as  County  Superintendent  of 
Schools.  He  was  elected  State's  Attorney  for  one  term.  In  1877 
was  elected,  and  at  present  ably  fills  the  office  of  County  Judge. 
He  is  regarded  as  a  good  lawyer  and  safe  adviser.  In  personal 
character  he  is  above  reproach. 

Hon.  Andrew  Simpson  is  one  of  the  veteran  lawyers  at  this 
bar.  Is  a  native  of  Kentuck}',  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1835.  Was 
admitted  to  practice  in  1857,  at  the  spring  term  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Christian  county,  and  has  remained  here  in  the  practice  ever 
since.  He,  too,  has  been  honored  with  offices  of  trust  in  the  county. 
AVas  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Judge  just  prior  to  town- 
ship organization.  As  a  lawyer  he  takes  front  rank  at  this  bar. 
His  superior  knowledge  of  human  nature,  the  motives  and  springs 
of  human  action,  make  him  a  dangerous  antagonist  to  cope  with 
before  a  jury.  As  a  man  he  is  plain  and  unassuming,  kind  and 
affable,  somewhat  eccentric,  and  full  of  anecdote  and  humor. 

William  S.  Randle  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  Studied 
law  in  the  office  of  A.  W.  Metcalf,  of  Edwardsville,  Madison  county, 
Illinois.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1858.  Came  to  Chris- 
tian county  in  1869,  and  engaged  in  farming,  in  connection  with 
the  practice  of  law.     Resides  near  i\Iorrisonville,  in  this  county. 

S.  G.  Lewis  is  a  native  of  Delaware.  He  emigrated  to  Green 
county,  Illinois,  in  1844,  and  read  law  in  1857,  '58,  '59  and 
'60,  iu  the  office  of  D.  IM.  McKinney  and  Hon.  N.  M.  Knapp, 
of  Winchester,  Illinois.  Was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Carrolltim, 
Illinois,  in  1860,  and  commenced  the  practice  iu  1862.  Was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  U.  S.  Courts  in  1870,  and  commenced 
the  practice  iu  Taylorville  in  1878.     He  is  a  good  lawyer. 

J.  M.  Birce,  a  resident  of  Assumption,  and  member  ef  this  bar, 
is  a  native  of  New  York.  He  taught  school  and  read  law.  In 
1860  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  IMichi- 
gan  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  in  1S61  was  admitted  to  practice.  In  1865 
he  came  to  Assumption,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1866, 
by  the  Supreme  Court  at  Springfield.  He  is  engaged  in  the  general 
practice,  and  is  a  painstaking  and  earnest  lawyer. 

John  W.  Kitchell  is  a  native  of  Illinois.  He  studied  law  iu 
the  office  of  Miller  it  Beck,  Ft.  Madison,  Iowa,  where  lie  was 
subsequently  admitted  to  practice,  then  returned  to  IIill^bo^o, 
Illinois,  his  former  home,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
courts  of  Illinois.  Remained  in  Hillsboro  until  1866,  except  an 
absence  of  eighteen  months  spent  in  the  practice  in  Charleston, 
Illinois,  and  then  came  to  Pana  in  October  of  the  same  year,  where 
he  remained  up  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Kitchell,  as  a  lawyer,  is 
a  mau  of  quick  perceptions,  great  activity,  a  good  thinker,  ener- 
getic, and  a  successful  practitioner. 

J.  C.  McQuigg,  of  Pana,  became  a  member  of  this  bar  in  1867. 
Is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  was  educated  at  the  Fredericksburg 
Academy  and  Vermilion  College  in  his  native  state,  and  graduated 
therefrom  in  1865.  The  same  year  he  entered  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  graduated 
in  1867,  and  was  at  once  admitted  to  practice  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 
He  came  to  Pana  the  same  year,  commenced  the  general  prac- 


tice of  the  law,  and  has  been  there  ever  since.  Mr.  McQuigg  ha.s 
a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  is  regarded  by  his  professional 
brethren  as  an  able  and  conscientious  lawyer. 

Hon.  William  Edgar  Morrison  is  to  the  manor  born.  He  re- 
ceived a  literary  aud  scientific  education  at  the  College  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  in  St.  Louis.  During  the  late  war  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  midshipman  in  the  United  States  Navy.  Studied  law 
in  the  office  of  Judge  William  H.  Snyder,  of  Belleville,  Illinois> 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  iu  1867,  and  began  the  practice  iu  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  soon  after.  Remained  in  the  latter  place  four 
years,  then  moved  to  IMorrisonville,  in  this  county,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  His  preference  is  for  the  criminal  practice,  although 
he  does  not  make  that  a  specialty.  He  is  a  fine  speaker,  and,  as  a 
jury  lawyer,  takes  front  rank  at  this  bar.  He  is  a  social,  genial 
gentleman. 

Hon.  John  B  Jones  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  came  to  Christian 
county  iu  1864.  Read  law  here,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1868,  at  the  April  terra  of  the  Circuit  Court.  Commenced  the 
practice  at  Nokomis,  Montgomery  county,  Illinois.  He  returned  to 
Taylorville  the  .=ame  year,  opened  an  office  and  continued  the 
practice.  In  1870  he  was  appointed  Master  in  Chancery,  and  con- 
tinued iu  that  office  until  1879.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  painstaking,  care- 
ful, studious  lawyer,  and  possessed  of  untiring  industry.  In  the 
management  of  his  cases,  he  has  them,  with  his  authorities,  well  in 
hand.  While  he  is  not  what  might  be  termed  an  orator,  he  states 
a  legal  proposition  with  great  clearness  and  fidelity  to  facts.  He 
has  a  fine  law  library ;  perhaps  the  largest  and  best  selected  in  the 
county. 

James  M.  Taylor  is  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  came  to  America 
in  1854.  He  read  law  in  the  office  of  Blodgett,  Upton  &  Williams, 
of  Waukegan,  Lake  county,  Illinois.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
practice  at  the  spring  session  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Ottawa.  In 
1808  he  came  to  Taylorville,  and  formed  a  law-partnership  with 
Andrew  Simpson.  The  partnership  was  dissolved  two  years  later, 
since  which  time  he  has  continued  alone  in  the  practice.  His  pref- 
erence is  for  the  chancery  and  real  estate  practice.  He  has  studied 
his  profession  well,  and  possesses  a  natural  aptitude  for  the  law. 

W.  M.  Provine  is  a  native  of  Illinois.  He  studied  law  with  Ex- 
Gov.  John  M.  Palmer  and  Milton  Hay  at  Springfield,  Illinois. 
Was  licensed  to  practice  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  1868.  A  short 
time  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  moved  to  Taylorville  and 
commenced  the  practice.  Mr.  Provine  is  a  very  careful,  industri- 
ous lawyer.  All  business  intrusted  to  his  care  is  sure  to  receive  his 
prompt  attention.     Such  is  his  character  as  an  attorney. 

Jauies  C.  McBride  is  a  native  of  Illinois.  Was  educated  at 
Earlhara  College,  a  Quaker  institution  of  learning  at  Richmond, 
Indiana,  and  Lincoln  LTniversity,  Lincoln,  Illinois.  He  graduated 
from  the  latter  in  1869,  read  law-  in  the  office  of  Judge  W.  R. 
Welch,  of  Carlinville,  Illinois,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1870, 
and  commenced  the  practice  in  Taylorville,  where  he  has  .since  re- 
sided. He  is,  as  a  lawyer,  zealous  and  industrious  in  the  cause  of 
his  clients.  His  industry  and  energy  argue  well  for  his  future 
prospects  in  the  profession.  He  creditably  fills,  and  has  fur 
several  years  past,  the  office  of  city  attorney. 

William  T.  Vandeveer  is  a  native-born  citizen  of  Taylorville. 
He  was  educated  at  Shurtlift"  College,  Upper  Alton.  Read  law 
at  the  office  of  his  father,  H.  M.  Vandeveer,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1871,  aud  at  once  entered  upon  a  successful  practice, 
aud  no  doulit  would  have  attained  a  promiueut  position,  had 
he  continued  and  made  law  the  sole  profession  and  business  of 
his  life.  He  is  a  clear,  forcible  rcasoner,  eloquent  speaker,  and 
possesses  in  a  high  degree  the  elements  of  a  successful   lawyer,  but 
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abandoned  the  practice  in  order  to  devote  his  attention  to  his  large 
and  constantly  increasing  banking  and  private  business. 

D.  F.  Murra}',  of  Jlorrisonvilie,  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  lie  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  John  B.  Jones,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Christian  couutv'  in  May,  1871,  and  immediately  thereafter  com- 
menced the  practice  in  Morrison ville.  Is  diligent  and  enthusi- 
astic in  his  profession,  and  his  friends,  of  whom  he  has  many, 
predict  for  him  success.     Ho  prefers  the  chancery  practice. 

Daniel  McCaskill  came  to  Christian  county  in  18(55.  He  reail- 
law  in  the  office  of  his  brother,  A.  McCaskill.  Was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1870,  at  the  October  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
Springfield,  and  commenced  the  practice  in  1872,  in  TaylorviUe. 
In  1874  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  which  still  con. 
tinues.     He  is  a  good  conveyancer  and  .safe  counsellor. 

Y.  E.  Foy,  the  present  able  public  pnosecutor  of  Christian 
county,  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  read  lav#  in  the  office  of  J.  B. 
Jones,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  ISAl,  at  the  September  term 
of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Ottawa.  He^Jjegan  the  practice  in 
TaylorviUe.  In  1870  he  was  chosen  to  fill  the  office  of  state's 
attorney.  Is  a  good  speaker,  and  regarded  as  a  good  law_ver  by 
the  members  of  the  bar. 

George  B.  Crookcr  is  a  native  of  Illinois.  He  came  to  Taylor- 
viUe in  1867,  and  read  law  here,  and  became  a  member  of  the 
bar  in  1874,  and  commenced  practice  in  connection  with  James  C. 
McBride.  The  firm  of  JMcBride  &  Crocker  still  continues.  He  is  a 
popular  young  man,  and  has  good  qualities  for  a  successful  lawyer. 

James  B.  Ricks  was  educated  at  the  Wesleyan  University,  Bloom- 
ington.  III.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Andrew  Simpson, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1874,  and  is  a  young  man  of  fine 
address  and  considcral)le  oratorical  power.  With  proper  industry 
he  will  become  a  bright  ornament  in  the  profession.  He  is  a  native 
of  Illinois. 

John  G.  Dreunan  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  came  to  Chris- 
tian county  in  18.56.  Studied  law  in  the  office  of  John  B. 
Jones,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  December,  1878.  He  was 
examined  before  the  appellate  court,  and  received  the  highest  grade 
in  a  class  of  seventeen  applicants.  Formed  a  law  partnership 
with  his  preceptor  June  1,  1879,  which  still  continues.  He  was 
appointed  Master  in  Chancery  in  1879.  As  a  lawyer  he  is  yet 
young  in  the  practice,  but  he  already  gives  ample  evidence  of  his 
aggressiveness  and  industry  in  hia  chosen  profession. 

E.  A.  Humphreys  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S72.  Ha  is 
located  in  Pana,   and  is  said  to  be  a  very  good  lawver. 

J.  C.  Essick,  a  resident  lawyer  of  Pana,  is  a  nativi  nf  I\'nnsyl- 
vania.  He  became  a  member  of  the  bar  in  1870,  and  has  the 
reputation  of  being  a  sound  lawyer  and  a  good  advocate. 

S.  R.  Tipple  is  also  a  resident  of  Pana,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
practice  in  1877.     Is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  good  lawyer. 

William  Killegor  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of 
Christian  county  in  1878.  At  present  he  holds  the  office  of  city 
attorney  of  Pana. 

W.  T.  Houston  is  a  lawj-cr  and  resident  of  Edinburg,  and  is 
a  native  of  Illinois.  Read  law  in  the  office  of  J.  B.  Jones,  of 
TaylorviUe,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1879. 

E  Copperthwaite  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  entered  the 
Quaker  City  Business  College  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  com- 
]ilcted  a  two  years'  cour.se  in  all  the  mercantile  branches,  theo- 
retical and  practical,  including  the  study  of  mercantile  law  and 
political  economy.  After  graduating,  he  came  to  this  county  and 
settled  in  Assumption,  where  he  read  law  with  J.  M.  Brice.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S7!I.  Mr.  C.  is  a  bright,  talented  man, 
and  will  make  a  good  advocate,  with  piuper  industry. 


Benj.  F.  Burnett,  a  native  of  Ontario  county.  N.  Y.,  educated  at 
Canandaigua  in  the  .same  state,  began  the  study  of  law  when  quite 
young ;  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1836,  at  Jackson,  in  Jackson  county, 
Michigan,  where  he  practiced  about  twenty-three  years.  In  18.59 
he  moved  to  Mercer  county.  111.,  and  in  18Go  moved  to  Litchfield, 
III.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  188i)  settled  in  TaylorviUe.  Mr. 
B.,  is  a  clever  gentleman  and  sound  lawyer.  He  has  two  sons, 
George  B.  and  F.  W.  Burnett,  who  are  among  the  prominent  prac- 
titioners of  the  Madison  county  bar  of  this  state. 

It  has  been  our  aim  to  do  justice  to  all.  How  well  we  have 
succeeded  we    leave    others  to  judge. 


CHAPTER   XI. 

THE  PRESS. 

T,\   D.    MACKENZIE. 

TuE  P.vN'A  Weekly  Dejiocuatic  Herald,  The  IxDErESDENT  Press, 
Taylorville  Flao,  Illinois  Repcblican,  Satcrday  Republican, 
Pana  Gazette,  Central  Orient,  Christian  County  Democrat, 
Tay'lorville  Democrat,  Pana  Palladium,  Assumption  Independ- 
ent, Assumption  Record,  Morrisonville  Times,  Farmers'  Journal, 
Pana  Weekly  argus,  Register  Central  Ho.mestead,  Pana  Plain- 
dealer,  Taylorville  Journal,  The  Central  Illinois  De.mocrat. 

;  AURENTIUS  COSTER,  to  fill  an  idle  hour,  while  ramb- 
ling through  the  forest  contiguous  to  his  native  city, 
Hierlem,  Holland,  carved  some  letters  on  the  bark  of  a 
birch  tree.  Drowsy  from  the  relaxation  of  a  holida}', 
he  wrapiied  his  handiwork  in  a  piece  of  paper,  and  lay  down  to 
rest.  While  men  sleep,  the  world  moves  ;  and  Coster  awoke  to 
discover  a  phenomenon  to  him  simple,  strange  and  suggestive. 
Damped  by  the  atmospheric  moisture,  the  paper  wrapped  about  his 
carvings  had  taken  an  impression  from  them,  and  the  surprised 
burgher  saw  on  the  paper  an  inverted  image  of  what  he  had  en- 
graved on  the  bark.  The  phenomenon  was  suggestive,  because  it 
led  to  experiments  that  resulted  in  establishing  a  printing-office — 
the  first  of  its  kind — in  the  old  Dutch  town.  In  this  office,  John 
Gutenberg  served  a  faithful  and  appreciative  apprenticeship,  and 
from  it,  at  the  death  of  his  master,  absconded  during  a  Christmas 
festival,  taking  with  him  a  considerable  portion  of  type  and  appa- 
ratus. Gutenberg  settled  in  Mentz,  where  he  won  the  friendship 
and  ])artnership  of  John  Faust,  a  man  of  sufficient  means  to  place 
the  new  enterprise  upon  a  secure  financial  basis.  Several  years 
later,  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  because  of  a  misunderstanding. 
Gutenberg  then  formed  a  partnership  with  a  younger  brother,  who 
had  set  up  an  office  at  Strasburg,  but  had  not  been  successful,  and 
becoming  involved  in  law-suits  had  fled  from  that  city,  and  joined 
his  brother  at  Mentz.  These  brothers  were  the  first  to  use  metal 
types.  Faust,  after  his  dissolution  with  Gutenberg,  took  into  part- 
nership Peter  Scha'fler,  one  of  his  servants,  and  an  ingenious 
printer.  Schccff'er  privately  cut  matrices  for  the  whole  alphabet ; 
and  when  he  showed  his  master  the  type  cut  from  these  matrices, 
Faust  was  so  much  pleased  that  he  gave  Schiett'cr  his  only  daughter 
in  marriage. 

These  are  the  great  names  in  the  early  history  of  printing,  and 
each  is  worthy  of  special  honor.  Coster's  discovery  of  the  use  of 
wood-blocks  or  plates  on  which  the  pages  to  be  printed  were  en- 
graved, was  made  some  time  between  1440  and  1450,  and  Schoeffer's 
improvement,  casting  the  types  by  means  of  matrices,  was  made 
about  1456.  William  Caxton,  an  Englishman  and  pM|)il  of  Colard 
Mansion,  jirinter  of  Bruges,  set  up  a  printing  office  in  Westminster 
between  1471  and  1477. 
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For  a  long  time  printing  was  dependent  upon  most  clumsy  appa- 
ratus. The  earliest  press  had  a  contrivance  fur  running  the  forms 
under  the  point  of  pressure  by  means  of  a  screw.  When  the  pres- 
sure had  been  supplied,  the  screw  was  loosened,  the  form  withdrawn, 
and  the  sheet  removed.  Improvements  upon  these  crude  beginnings 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  until  the  hand-presses  now  in 
use  are  models  of  simplicity,  durability  and  execution.  In  1814 
steam  was  first  applied  to  cylinder-presses  by  Frederick  Kouig,  a 
Saxon  genius,  and  the  subsequent  progress  of  steam-printing  has 
been  so  remarkable  as  to  almost  justify  a  belief  in  its  absolute  per- 
fection. Indeed,  to  appreciate  the  improvements  which  have  been 
made  in  presses  only,  one  ought  to  be  privileged  to  stand  by  while 
the  pressman  operated  one  of  the  clumsy  machines  of  Gutenberg, 
and  then  he  should  step  into  one  of  the  well-appointed  printing 
offices  of  our  larger  cities,  where  he  could  notice  the  roll  of  damp- 
ened paper  entering  the  great  power-presses  a  continuous  sheet, 
and  issuing  from  it  as  newspapers  ready  for  the  carrier  or  express. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  trace  more  minutely  the  history  of  this 
great  art  from  its  humble  origin  in  Hterlem,  through  all  successive 
stages,  to  the  present,  and  to  classify  its  products.  For  nearly  a 
thousand  years  previous  to  its  introduction,  mankind  had  been  sur- 
rounded by  the  densest  ignorance  the  world  has  ever  known. 
Teutonic  barbarians  had  swept  over  fair  Italy,  had  sacked  her 
capital,  had  despised  her  civilization  as  unworthy  even  the  indul- 
gence of  men  dependent  upon  muscle  and  sword  for  empire  and 
liberty.  Vandalism  had  been  christened,  and  had  mocked  the 
wisdom  of  philosophers  while  destroying  and  defacing  the  master- 
pieces of  Grecian  and  Roman  architecture  and  sculpture.  Attila, 
the  "  Scourge  of  God,"  at  the  head  of  vast  Tartar  hordes  from 
Asiatic  steppes,  had  traversed  the  Roman  empire,  spreading  dismay 
and  disaster,  until  checked  at  the  fierce  battle  of  Chalons.  Omar 
had  burned  the  great  Alexandrian  library,  after  declaring  that  if 
its  volumes  agreed  with  the  Koran,  they  were  needless ;  if  they 
conflicted,  they  were  pernicious.  During  this  period,  feudalism 
had  kept  the  noble  at  war  with  his  sovereign,  had  unsettled  govern- 
ments, and  made  men  soldiers  with  scarcely  time  for  necessary 
practice  at  arms ;  amusements  were  popular,  only  as  they  contri- 
buted to  martial  prowess,  and  poetry  in  the  main  was  but  a  min- 
strel's doggerel  concerning  the  chivalrous  deeds  of  a  listening 
knight  or  the  wonderful  charms  of  a  favorite  mistress.  Pepin  had 
humbled  the  Long  Beards,  and  had  laid  the  keys  of  their  cities  at 
the  feet  of  the  Holy  Father.  From  the  fall  of  Rome,  there  had 
been  but  little  talent  and  time  to  cultivate  letters.  A  few  ecclesi- 
astics here  and  there  were  the  custodians  of  the  learning  saved 
from  the  wrecks  of  Grecian  literature  and  Roman  knowledge. 
The  masses  were  ignorant.  They  believed  that  the  hand  which 
commonly  held  the  sword  would  be  disgraced  if  trained  to  wield 
the  pen.  Books  were  for  the  monk's  cell  or  the  anchorite's  cave, 
and  the  objective  points  of  all  study  were  to  escape  purgatory,  to 
cast  a  horoscope,  to  turn  the  baser  metals  into  gold.  Superstition, 
priestcraft  and  thirst  for  material  renown  moulded  public  acts  and 
private  training.  Piety  was  best  shown  in  pilgrimages  to  the  Holy 
Sepulchre.  When  the  dust-stained  devotees  became  objects  of 
Turkish  contempt  and  persecution,  all  Europe  rushed  to  the  rescue. 

While  war  destroys  and  demoralizes,  not  unfrecjueutly  it  prepares 
the  way  for  beneficent  reformations.  The  Crusaders  broke  the 
power  of  feudalism,  dispelled  much  geographical  ignorance  by 
making  neighboring  nations  better  acquainted,  gave  an  impetus  to 
commercial  enterprises,  awakened  the  sluggish  intellect,  enlarged 
the  human  mind  and  rendered  it  more  tolerant,  introduced  the 
luxuries  and  refinements  of  the  Greek  empire,  and  brought  about 
Magna  Charta  and  Free  Cities.      With  the  expanding  and  increas- 


ing commerce,  arts  came  to  the  front,  trades  flourished  and  practice 
began  to  test  precept.  The  middle  classes,  whose  condition  ever 
determines  the  character  of  an  era  or  nation,  obtained  concessions 
and  rights  to  which  they  had  been  strangers  for  centuries.  The 
mental  world  began  to  move.  Famous  journeys  and  discoveries 
were  made.  Roger  Bacon  and  Berthold  Schwartz  studied  the 
chemistry  of  the  Arabs,  and  were  among  the  first  devotees  at  the 
shrine  of  phj'sical  science.  Wyclifl'e  translated  the  Bible  into  the 
English  vernacular.  Spain,  Italy,  the  Netherlands  and  England 
sought  new  outlets  for  their  surplus  products  of  soil,  loom  and  fish- 
eries. Mental  darkness  can  make  no  long-continued  stand  against 
such  enterprise,  and  enterprise  will  ever  find  an  exponent  to  herald 
Its  doings  from  nation  to  nation,  and  a  medium  to  make  its  conquests 
the  propert}'  of  succeeding  generations.  Europe  was  in  a  commer- 
cial and  intellectual  foment  when  Coster  set  up  his  printing  ofiice 
in  Hiierlem,  and  inaugurated  an  industry  until  then  unknown.  To 
understand  the  effect  of  that  industry  upon  humanity,  compare  the 
enlightenment,  civilization  and  progress  of  the  present  with  the 
semi- barbarism  and  stagnation  of  the  middle  ages.  Many  a  toiling 
caseman  repeats  the  words  of  the  wise  man, "  Of  making  books  there 
is  no  end,"  and  many  a  weary  author  echoes,  "And  much  study  Is 
a  weariness  to  the  flesh."  Printing  is  rolling  hack  ignorance,  vice 
and  degradation,  is  unfolding  the  mysteries  of  nature,  and  is  ex- 
plaining the  mandates  of  Him  who  made  man  in  His  own  image, 
and  expects  the  homage  of  the  creature  due  the  Creator. 

The  Romans  in  the  time  of  the  emperors  had  periodical  notices 
of  passing  events,  compiled  and  distributed.  These  ada  diurna 
(daily  events),  were  the  newspapers  of  that  age.  In  1536,  the  first 
newspaper  of  modern  times  was  issued  at  Venice,  but  governmental 
bigotry  compelled  its  circulation  in  manuscript  form.  In  1663, 
the  Public  Intelligencer  was  published  at  London,  and  Is  credited 
with  being  the  first  English  paper  to  attempt  the  dissemination  of 
general  information.  The  first  American  newspaper  was  the  Boston 
Xews  Letter,  whose  first  issue  was  made  April  2-lth,  1704.  It  was 
a  half  sheet,  twelve  inches  by  eight,  with  two  columns  to  the  page. 
John  Campbell,  the  postmaster,  was  the  publi.^her.  The  Boston 
Gazette  made  its  first  appearance  December  21st,  1719,  and  the 
American  TfeeW^,  at  Philadelphia,  December  22d,  17Ut.  In  1776, 
the  number  of  newspapers  published  In  the  colonies  was  thirty-seven  ; 
in  1828,  this  number  had  Increased  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two, 
and  at  the  present  time  not  less  than  ten  thousand  newspapers  are 
supported  by  our  people. 

Journalism,  by  which  is  meant  the  compiling  of  passing  public 
events  for  the  purpose  of  making  them  more  generallv  known  and 
instructive,  has  become  a  powerful  educator.  Experience  has  been 
Its  only  school  for  special  training,  its  only  text  for  stud}',  its  only 
test  for  theory.  It  is  scarcely  a  profession,  but  Is  advancing  rapidly 
towards  that  dignit)'.  A  distinct  department  of  literature  has  beeu 
assigned  to  it.  Great  editors  are  writing  autobiographies,  and  for- 
mulating their  methods  and  opinions;  historians  are  rescuing  ii'om 
oblivion  the  every-day  life  of  deceased  journalists;  reprints  of  bril- 
liantproductions,such  as  the  letters  of  Junius,  are  furnishing  models; 
Interviews  with  famous  journalists  touching  the  diflerent  phases  of 
their  profession,  are  deemed  worthy  of  publication  in  book  form. 
Leading  universities  have  contemplated  the  inauguration  of  courses 
of  study  specially  designed  to  fit  men  and  women  for  the  duties  of 
the  newspaper  sanctum.  These  innovations  are  not  untimely,  since 
no  other  class  of  men  are  so  powerful  for  good  or  ill  as  editors. 
IMore  than  any  other  class  they  form  public  opinion  while  expressing 
it,  for  most  men  but  echo  the  sentiments  of  favorite  journalists. 
Even  statesmen,  ministers  and  learned  professors  not  unfrequeutly 
get  their  best  thoughts  and  ideas  from  the  papers  they  read. 
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For  dates  and  facts  relating  to  the  early  liistory  of  the  press  of 
the  county  we  arc  indebted  to  the  newspaper  fraternity,  who  have 
kindly  aided  us  with  information  necessary  for  this  chapter. 

Previous  to  the  establishing  of  newspapers  in  Christian  county 
the  people  were  dependent  upon  the  St.  Louis  and  iSpringficld 
papers  for  their  information  from  the  outside  world.  It  is  to  bo 
remembered  what  is  now  one  of  the  most  productive  agricultural 
sections  in  the  State,  was  looked  upon  with  disfavor  by  those  seek- 
ing homes  in  tlie  western  states.  Emigrants  disliked  prairie  lands, 
and  criticized  its  sloughs,  hence,  therefore,  the  county  was  slowly 
settled. 

Ciiristian  county  had  not,  like  more  favored  localities,  (except  a 
small  portion  of  it)  the  advantages  of  railroads  at  an  early  day, 
hence,  enterprise  that  follows  in  the  wake  of  tho.se  great  thorough- 
fares, did  not  wave  its  magic  wand  over  this  county  until  long  alter 
its  organization.  But  nevertheless  the  residents  became  imbued 
with  a  desire  to  excel.  An  organ  was  needed  to  speak  for  the 
county,  for  its  agricultural  resources,  for  its  flattering  promises  for 
the  future,  for  its  rights  and  privileges  as  an  organized  member  of 
a  great  State.  Politically,  the  people  difiered  then  as  they  do  now. 
Questions  of  great  political  and  national  importance  were  being 
discussed,  and  were  settled  a  few  years  later  amidst  the  roar  of 
cannon,  the  din  of  musketry,  and  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of 
thousands  of  noble  and  patriotic  men  of  our  common  country. 

Milau  S.  Beckwith,  an  enterprising  and  public  spirited  citizen  of 
Pana,  inaugurated  measures  for  establishing  a  newspaper  at  the 
above  named  place.  He  purchased  the  material  and  necessary 
presses  of  Dr.  Chenivvorth,  of  Decatur,  Illinois,  and  on  the  23d  day 
of  December,  1857,  issued  the  first  number  of  the  first  paper  ever 
printed  in  Christian  county.     It  bore  the  name  of 

THE  I'ANA.  WEEKLY  DEMOCRATIC  HERALD. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  the  first  appearance  of  the  Herald  was 
greeted  with  enthusiasm  ;  henceforth  the  county  was  to  have  name 
and  fame  among  its  contemporaries.  The  paper  was  strongly 
Democratic  in  its  politics,  and  left  no  doubt  of  the  views  of  its  edi- 
tor upon  current  topics.  The  object  of  its  editor,  as  stated  by  him, 
was  to  give  his  party  an  organ,  and  aLso  inform  the  outside  world 
of  the  wealth  of  soil  and  the  advantages  that  Pana  and  surround- 
ing country  presented,  and  thereby  induce  emigration  to  come 
within  her  borders.  Be  it  understood  that  Mr.  Beckwith  at  that 
time  was  largely  interested  in  real  estate.  The  Herald  had  a  fair 
subscripti(ni  list  from  the  outset,  and  the  business  men  advertised 
liberally.  It  was  independent  in  politics  when  first  issued,  but  in 
the  political  excitement  of  1858,  in  entering  on  its  second  volume, 
it  changed  over  to  the  democracy  and  became  a  warm  supporter  of 
Senator  Douglas  for  the  presidency.  It  was  a  twenty-eight  column 
paper,  and  neat  in  its  typographical  execution.  It  was  a  warm 
advocate  of  the  cause  of  education  and  common  schools.  It  did 
much  for  the  early  advancement  of  Pana.  The  office  was  sold,  and 
the  Herald  discontinued,  with  the  forty-first  number  of  volume  ten. 
Mr.  Beckwith  is  at  present  a  resident  of  Pierce  city,  Lawrence 
cjunty,  Missouri. 

TANA     PLAIXDEALER 

Was  the  successor  of  the  Herald,  and  issued  its  first  number  Octo- 
ber 7th,  1859.  It  was  edited  by  Eli  F.  Chittenden.  He  continued 
its  publication  until  the  1st  of  November,  I860,  when  it  was  dis- 
continued, and  the  office  removed  to  Shelbyville,  Illinois. 

There  were  several  efforts  made  by  the  citizens  of  Taylorville  to 
start  a  newspaper,  but  without  success,  until  Benjamin  Winters,  a 
practical  printer,  came  to  the  city.  lie,  through  the  liberality  and 
aid    pledged    by    the    prominent    men   of     Taylorville,   purchased 


material  and  presses,  and  on  the  19th  of  January,  1858,  issued  the 
first  numlur  nf  the  srcond  paper  printed  in  Chrir-tian  county.  It 
bore  ihr  name  uf 

THE    INDEPENDENT    PRESS. 

It  continued  until  November  28th,  1868.  At  first  it  professed 
neutrality,  but  soon  espoused  the  democratic  cause.  Mr.  Winters 
was  an  ardent  Democrat  of  the  old  school  of  politics.  In  the 
Douglas-Buchanan  issue  he  took  sides  with  the  administration, 
and  the  Press  had  a  decided  partisan  tone.  Mr.  Winters  was  a 
peculiar  and  somewhat  eccentric  character.  He  was  a  bold  thinker, 
a  vigorous  writer,  and  master  of  satire.  The  indiscriminate  use  of 
the  latter  subjected  him  to  censure  and  the  gradual  loss  of  friends. 
He  was  as  liable  to  lampoon  a  friend  as  an  enemy.  His  bitter  in- 
vective and  offensive  articles  lost  him  the  confidence  and  support  of 
the  Democratic  party,  who  withdrew  their  patronage,  and  the  paper 
was  discontinued  at  the  time  above  mentioned,  for  the  want  of 
niaterial  aid.  When  the  publication  ceased,  the  type  were  worn 
out.  For  some  years  before  the  process  of  "underlaying"  had  to 
be  resorted  to  in  order  to  get  an  impression  from  them.  The  ])ress 
on  which  the  paper  was  printed  had  done  duty  in  the  office  of  the 
Missouri  Ixepuhliciin  as  early  as  1808.  The  first  number  of  that 
paper  had  been  printed  on  it.  In  1831,  it  was  used  in  establishing 
the  Sunyamon  Juarual,  in  Springfield,  Illinois.  It  was  brought  from 
there  to  Taylorville,  when  it  was  finall}'  broken  up.  Mr.  Winters 
died  in  Taylorville,  and  lies  buried  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery. 

THE    TAYLORVILLE    JOURNAL, 

Was  the  title  of  another  weekly  paper  published  at  the  county 
seat.  Its  advent  was  unheralded  and  unsung.  It  profe.ssed  to  be 
Democratic,  but  there  being  a  paper  already  published  in  the 
interest  of  that  party,  the  enterprise  had  but  a  feeble  support  from 
that  quarter,  and  as  might  have  been  expected,  it  soon  died  for  the 
want  of  patronage.  The  first  number  was  issued  January  27th, 
1859.  The  publishers  were  Messrs.  Corr,  Van  Kirk  and  Co.  After 
printing  nine  numbers,  the  Journal  was  discontinued.  Financially, 
it  was  a  flat  failure.  The  office  was  in  the  old  court-house,  east 
side  of  the  square.  The  office  was  sold  under  mortgage  and  taken 
to  Pana,  from  which  issued  the  Central  Illinois  Democrat. 

THE    CENTRAL    ILLINOIS    DEMOCRAT. 

The  printing-office  used  in  the  publication  of  the  Democrat  was 
the  same  from  which  issued  the  Taylorville  Journal.  It  was  pur- 
chased at  low  figures  by  E.  P.  Sanders,  and  moved  to  Pana.  This 
enterprise  was  undertaken  to  furnish  an  organ  for  the  party  in  place 
of  the  Herald,  recently  discontinued.  The  first  number  was  issued 
January  7th,  1860,  by  E.  P.  Sanders,  as  proprietor  and  publisher, 
and  J.  B.  Butler,  editor.  On  the  23d  of  February,  1860,  W.  P. 
Phelon  was  added  to  the  editorial  stafl^,  and  continued  until  June 
1st,  1860,  when  he  retired.  On  the  9th  of  November,  1860,  the 
office  changed  hands.  G.  W.  Harper  au<l  F.  J.  Beck  appeared  as 
editors  and  publishers.     They  changed  the  name  to  the 

PANA    ^VEEKLY    ENTERPRISE, 

But  it  had  a  short  existence,  being  strangled  in  its  birth  after  the 
first  issue.  On  the  24th  of  the  same  month  O-  F.  Morrison  and  M. 
jr.  De  Levis  purchased  the  office  and  changed  the  name  to  the 

PANA    PUBLIC. 

]Mr.  De  Levis  was  editor.  It  was  independent  in  politics,  and 
for  a  time  was  the  only  paper  in  Pana.  The  general  mechanical 
arrangement  of  the  paper  was  in  good  taste;  its  typographical  execu. 
tion  neat ;  and  its  original  and  selected  matter  seemed  to  have  been 
gotten  up  with  care  and  discrimination.      The  publication  was  con- 
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tiuued  by  them  until  June  1st,  1SG2,  when  the  office  and  paper 
were  moved  to  Clinton,  Illinois.  This  change  left  Pana  without  a 
paper  for  about  three  years,  or  until  the  advent  of  the  GuzeVe. 

The  democratic  party  had  for  years  been  the  dominant  party  in 
Christian  count}'.  The  old  line  \vhigs  had  no  paper  to  represent 
them,  nor  luul  the  republican  party  until  1SG4.  During  that 
year  the  Union  League,  a  republican  political  organization,  felt 
the  necessity  of  having  an  organ  that  would  fairly  represent  their 
principles.  They  accordingly  subscribed  stock  and  raised  funds  to 
purchase  a  printing  office.  The  material  and  presses  were  bought, 
and  on  the  26th  of  July,  1864, 

THE    T.iYLORVILLE    FLAG 

was  flung  to  the  journalistic  breeze.  J.  D.  Mondv,  a  practical 
printer,  was  placed  in  charge  as  a  manager  and  editor.  His  con- 
nection with  the  office  was  of  short  duration.  Three  weeks  after 
assuming  the  management  he  gave  unmistakable  evidence  of  not 
being  in  heart}'  symjiathy  with  the  principles  of  the  organization 
whose  servant  he  was.  He  resigned,  and  Paul  Conner,  also  a  prac- 
tical printer,  was  placed  in  charge.  Soon  after  assuming  control, 
Mr.  Conner  purcha.sed  the  office,  and  became  sole  editor  and 
proprietor,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  until  A[)ril  r2th,  1800, 
when  he  sold  a  half  interest  to  John  J.  Squier.  The  co-partnership 
of  Conner  &  Squier  continued  until  November  loth,  1806,  when 
Mr.  Squier  purchased  Mr.  Conner's  interest,  and  became  editor 
and  publisher.  He  changed  the  form  of  the  paper,  December  oOth, 
1809,  from  a  folio  to  a  quarto.  On  the  24th  of  March,  1870,  ho 
also  changed  the  name  from  The  Tui/Iorvil/e  Flmj  to 

THE   ILLI.NOIS   REPUBLICAN, 

which  name  it  still  retains.  On  the  18th  of  November,  1870,  Mr. 
Squier  sold  a  half  interest  in  the  Republican  to  W.  B.  Squier,  his 
brother.  The  firm  of  Squier  Bros,  continued  until  March  19th, 
1874,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  John  J.  Squier  remain- 
ing editor  and  publisher  up  to  the  present  time.  On  the  19tli  of 
August,  1870,  he  commenced  the  publication  of 

THE    SATURDAY    EEPUBLICAX, 

in  addition  to  the  Illinois  Republican,  which  he  has  also  continued 
to  the  present.  The  Republican  is  a  six  column  Quarto,  and 
under  its  present  vigorous  management  is  excelled  by  few  country 
journals  in  Central  Illinois.  Mr  Squier  is  not  a  practical  pi  inter, 
but  he  possesses  fine  business  qualifications,  energy  and  tact.  In 
ability  he  is  above  the  average  editors  of  country  newspajiers.  As 
a  financial  venture  the  Republican  has  been  a  success. 
Tlie  next  venture  for  journalistic  honors  was 

THE    PANA    GAZETTE. 

The  first  nundjer  was  issued  July  27th,  180.3.  Eiehard  Couch 
and  R.  M.  Carr  were  the  editors  and  projirietors.  Mr.  Cuueh  luul 
removed  a  Smith  press  and  material  that  formed  a  part  of  the  old 
State  Reffi>:ter  office,  from  Shelbyville  to  Pana  iu  186.5,  and  was 
operating  a  Job  office. 

Mr.  Carr  purchased  some  new  type  and  addi'd  to  the  office,  and 
out  of  this  material  was  issued  the  Gazette.  The  firm  of  Couch  & 
Carr  continued  until  April  7th,  1860,  when  Mr.  Carr  purchased  the 
entire  interest  in  the  office,  and  remained  editor  and  publisher 
until  December  11th,  1808,  when  he  sold  a  half  interest  to  R.  W. 
Coon.  The  partnership  of  Carr  &  Coon  continued  until  February 
10th,  1871,  when  it  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Coon  retiring  from  the  busi- 
ness. Since  the  latter  date  Mr.  Carr  has  been  editor  and  sole 
proprietor.  The  Gazette  is  an  eight  column  folio,  and  is  Republican 
in  politics.  It  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  kading  ard  influential 
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Republican  organs  iu  this  Congressional  District.     Mr.  Carr  has 
demonstrated  his  ability  to  run  a  newspaper  succes-sfully. 

In  1808  the  leading  Democrats  of  the  county  became  dissatisfii-d 
with  the  course  of  the  Independent  I'res^,  and  determined  to  have 
a  paper  that  would  to  a  larger  extent  represent,  and  be  an  expo- 
nent of  their  principles.  They  therefore  made  liberal  subscriptions, 
and  pledged  certain  amounts  for  advertising.  With  this  encour- 
agement and  promise<l  aid,  John  J.  Smith  purchased  type  and 
presses,  and  on  the  13th  of  August,  1868,  issued  the  fir^t  number  of 

THE    CHEISTIAN    COUNTY    DEMOCE.VT. 

Mr.  Smith  had  no  experience  as  a  newspaper  man,  and  was  not  a 
printer,  consequently  his  management  was  not  as  successful  as  it 
would  otherwise  have  been.  He  remained  editor  and  publisher 
until  November  20th,  in  the  same  year,  when  he  sold  out  to  James 
Suttle  The  latter-named  gentleman  conducted  the  paper  with 
fair  ability  until  September  17th,  1809,  when  he  disposed  of  the 
office  to  S.  P.  Davis,  of  Belleville,  and  F.  L  Powers,  from  Decatur, 
Illinois.  The  firm  of  Davis  &  Powers  published  and  edited  the 
i)emocra<  until  February  11th,  1871,  when  W.  S.  ^Martin  became 
the  purchaser.  Mr.  Davis  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  a  man 
of  considerable  ability  as  a  newspaper  writer,  but  his  continued 
bad  health  unfitted  him  for  an  active  editorial  and  journalistic  life. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  1874,  the  wonls  "Christian  Countv"  were 
omitted,  and  the  word  "  Taylorville  "  substituted,  since  which  time 
the  paper  has  been  known  as 

inn    TAY'LOnVILLE    DEMOCRAT. 

Mr.  Martin  continued  as  editor  and  publisher  until  August  2d, 
187.5,  when  George  W.  Weber  became  a  partner  in  the  Democrat. 
The  partnership  was  dissolved  June  1st,  1877,  Mr.  Weber  retiring, 
and  Mr.  Martin  continued  the  jiublication  up  to  January  1st,  1880, 
when  he  sold  out  the  office  to  Benjamin  A.  and  Philip  A.  Richards, 
of  Springfield,  Illinois,  who  at  present  are  the  editors  and  owners 
of  the  paper.  Mr,  ^lartin  is  a  practical  printer,  and  under  his 
administration  the  Democrat  flourished  and  gained  a  large  circula- 
tion. The  present  editor,  Benjamin  A.  Richards,  is  a  veteran 
jirinter  and  journalist,  having  spent  thirty-five  years  at  the  case 
and  in  the  .sanctum,  His  long  experience  and  ability  as  a  ready 
writer  will  aid  him  materially  iu  placing  the  Democrat  in  the  front 
rank  of  journalism  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

THE    CENTRAL    ORIE.NT. 

The  first  number  of  the  above-named  paptr  was  issued  June 
20th,  1800,  J.  F.  Harner,  publisher,  and  C.  S.  Hilbourn,  editor. 
The  firm  name  was  J.  F,  Harner  &  Co.  The  Orient  was  decided- 
ly democratic  in  tone,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  salutatorv  to  the 
public.  The  following  is  an  excerpt :  "  The  Orient  will  at  all 
times  advocate  economy  in  public  expenditures,  and  the  reduction 
and  equalization  of  taxation,  so  that  its  burdens  shall  fall  alike 
upon  the  rich  and  the  poor;  it  will  vigorously  oppose  all  attempts 
to  engraft  negro  suttrage  upon  our  statutes,  and  all  legislation  by 
Congress  tending  to  centralization  of  power  at  Washington,  or  the 
si.ibversion  of  the  inherent  and  constitutional  rights  of  the  states." 
The  j)ublication  of  the  Orient  continued  under  the  same  manage- 
ment until  May,  1868,  when  it  was  discontinued  for  want  of  proper 
patronage.  The  paper  was  a  model  of  typograjiliical  neatness, 
like  all  the  journals  of  which  Jlr.  Harner  had  the  mechanical 
charge. 

THE  PAXA    PALLADIU.M. 

After  the  exit  of  the  Orient,  Pana  was  without  a  democratic 
paper  for  over  a  year  and  a  half,  when  the  I'nllaitium  made  its 
appearance,  tlie  first  number  of  which  was  issued  bv  .S.  D.  Rich, 
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oditor  and  ]ir(>|irirtoi-.  It  was  an  ciulit  l>agc  fiilin,  ami  bail  forty 
coliiiiiii?.  I'nliticallv  it  was  donioeratic.  It  was  iM.iidiictc  il  with 
aUilitv,  and  iNJuliiud  taste  in  its  inceliauical  iiiaiiaijriniiit.  <  »ii 
the  23d  of  Ajii-il,  l.STO,  Jlr.  Eicli  disjiosc-d  of  llic  oliicc  ami  |ia]icr 
to  Messrs.  P.  A.  &  J.  J.  Farley,  young  men  of  ability  and  experi- 
ence in  tbc  newspaper  business.  After  several  years'  eonneetion 
with  the  paper,  P.  A.  Farley  retired,  and  its  publication  was  con- 
tinued by  J.  J.  Farley,  ed'tor  an<l  proprietor.  lie  on  the  l-Jth  of 
March,  1877,  sold  the  office  to  A.  W.  Chabin.  Tlirer  imuiths  later 
Mr.  Chabin  sold  a  half  interest  to  Jacob  .Swallow,  and  in  three 
months  from  that  tiiac  Mr  ^^wallow  retired,  and  Mr.  Chabin  again 
l)Ccanio  sole  ]n-opiietor  and  eilitor,  and  so  continued  until  IMareh 
10th,  187II,  when  the  office  reverted  to  Farley  Bros.,  who  on 
the  saiuc  dati'  sold  it  to  Jacob  Swallow,  wdio  continues  to  the 
jiresent,  editor  and  ]iroprietor.  Tiie  PaUaiViiim  is  a  five  cidnnin 
qnarto.  It  is  al)ly  dlitcd,  and  is  recognized  as  the  organ  of  the 
temperance  cause  in  I'ana. 

Tilt;    ASSIJMPTtON    IXDKl'EXIlEXT. 

No.  1  of  vol.  I.,  was  issue.l  Aj.ril  22,  1871.  The  paper  was 
printed  at  the  oHice  of  the  I'aiui  O.iyih;  and  shipped  by  mail  to 
A.ssuniption  and  distributed.  R.  M.  Carr  was  the  proprietor  and 
J.  M.  Birce  local  editor.  The  Imlejicndcid  was  neutral  in  politics. 
Mr.  Carr  continued  the  publication  of  the  pajier  until  the  loth  of 
April,  1872,  when  he  sold  to  I.  V.  Park  sutlieient  material  and 
presses  to  continue  the  publication  at  Assumption.  ]Mr  Park  gave 
his  note  in  payment  for  the  office,  with  four  good  and  responsible 
citizens  of  Assumption  as  sureties  on  the  note.  Si-X  months  later 
the  note  matured,  and  Mr.  Park  was  unable  to  meet  it.  The  sure- 
ties paid  the  note,  and  the  office  passed  into  their  hamls.  They 
iin-med  a  joint-stock  as.sociation,  and  Issued  .shares  of  stock.  They 
placed  John  L.  Marnell  in  charge  as  manager  and  editor.  He  was 
not  a  practi  al  printer  nor  a  good  manager.  The  Independent, 
under  his  nuinagement,  was  somewhat  erratic,  and  made  its  appear- 
ance semi-occasionally.  In  July,  1874,  the  stockholders  secured 
the  services  of  Richard  Couch,  a  practical  printer,  to  take  cliarge 
of  the  office.     He  changed  the  name  of  the  paper  to 

THE    A.SSVMl'TIOX    RECORD. 

He  continued  the  publication  of  the  Record  for  one  year,  wdien 
he  retired,  and  A.  W.  Chabin  assumed  the  management.  He  con- 
tinued for  nine  months,  when  the  office  was  sold  to  A.  M.  Ander- 
son, and  removed  to  Windsor,  Shelby  county.  111.  Afterward 
the  materials  and  presses  were  removed  to  Shelbyville,  wdiere 
it  was  jinrchased  by  a  joint-stock  compau)',  and  at  present  it 
is  doing  duty  in  the  office  of  the  Herald,  the  Greenback  organ  of 
Shelby  county. 

Till-:  MOniUSOSVILLE  TIMES. 
The  fir.st  number  of  the  Tliiir^  was  issued  August  20th,  187."), 
Thomas  Co.\,  editor  and  proprietor.  The  paper  was  sta)-ted  as 
an  independent  Joui'nul,  and  so  remains  to  the  ])rcsent.  It  was, 
when  started,  a  six-column  filio.  Mr.  Cox  changed  it  to  a  five- 
column  (|narto.  It  was  afterward  clumgcd  back  to  it-^  original 
firm,  wliicb  it  still  retains.  The  publication  of  the  Tiiiir.s  con- 
t  nued  under  Mr.  Co.v's  administration  until  December  oUtli,  1875, 
when  he  sold  out  to  M.  J.  Abbott.  The  latter  gontlenmn  remained 
in  possession  of  it  until  May,  1877,  when  he  sold  to  Creorge  H. 
Palmer  &  Son.  F.  M.  I'almer  assumed  editorial  control.  He 
was  a  first-class  printer.  In  the  spring  of  1878  F.  (Irundy  be- 
came associate  editor.  August  IGtli,  1879,  the  ofhcj  was  leased 
to  Messrs  Said  &  Poorman,  Palmer  &  Son  still  rctaiidng  own- 
ership of  the  press  and  nuiterial.     ();i    the   2d   of  (October,  1870, 


Steen  Bros,  purchased  the  office  of  Palmer  &  Son,  and  from 
that  date  to  the  lu'escnt,  ( ieorge  H.  and  Joseph  W.  Steen,  have 
been  the  editors  and  iiubli>hers.  The  Times  has  a  good  circula- 
tion. It  fairly  represents  the  busine-ss  growth  and  pro.sperity  of 
^lorrisonville.  It  is  edited  with  considerable  ability,  and  alto- 
gether it  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  enterprising  western  country 
journalism. 

In  this  advanced  and  progressive  age  all  societies,  organizations 
political  nv  otherwise,  demand  an  exponent  or  proper  medium 
through  which  they  may  speak  to  the  world  and  make  their  wants 
known  to  mankiml.  The  newspaper  offrirs  the  simplest  and  quick- 
est way  (jf  reaching  the  masses.  With  this  idea  in  view,  the 
Granger  and  Greeid)ack  element  of  Christian  countv  proposed  to 
start  an  organ.  Their  desire  culminated  in  action  the  result  of 
w hich  was  : — 

THE    IXDEPEXDEXT. 

The  first  nundjermade  its  appearance  in  Taylorville,  March  2.")th, 
187-5,  Slessrs.  Mallory  &  Danley  proprietors  with  R.  V.  Jlalloiy  as 
editor.  After  publishing  some  thirteen  nuniber.s,  the  editor  states 
"  that  with  this  issue  will  close  his  connection  with  the  Independent, 
and  that  now  he  turns  over  the  business  to  Noyes  B.  Chapman  of 
Stonington.  Mr.  Chapman  continued  the  publication  with  C.  F. 
Tucker  as  editor  until  July  30th,  1875,  when  it  passed  into  the 
hands  of  M.  A.  Bates,  formerly  of  Bennet,  Ills.,  as  editor  and  pub- 
lisher. On  the  14th  of  January,  1870,  it  was  discontinued,  being 
then  in  its  fijrty-third  month,  for  the  want  of  support,  or  as  ex- 
jiressed  by  the  editor,  "  hereafter  the  Independent  will  be  known  as 
one  of  the  things  of  the  past."  The  paper  was  a  four  page,  twenty- 
eight  colunni  sheet.  It  was  published  in  ^lorrison's  Brick,  east 
side  square,  Taylorville. 

THE    I^4KMEi;s'    JOURXAL. 

The  first  issue  of  the  Journal  appeared  March  2d,  1870.  It  was 
resurrected  from  the  Independent.  Me.ssrs.  Lewis  &  Brown  were 
the  editors  and  publishers.  Neither  of  the  parties  were  practical 
printers,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  mechanical  part  of  a  newspaper 
office.  The  enterprise  was  therefore  to  some  extent  a  failure.  The 
paper  was  continued  as  the  Granger  and  Greenback  organ.  The 
office  came  into  the  possession  of  J.  F.  Harner  on  the  31st  of  August, 
1876,  with  E.  W.  Anderson  as  editor.  After  the  Journal  had  been 
published  one  year  by  Mr.  Harner  he  changed  the  political  tone  and 
made  it  democratic,  and  it  has  remained  so  to  the  present.  No 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  management  or  editorial  depart- 
ment since  it  came  into  Mr.  Harner's  possession.  The  Journal 
office  is  the  best  equipped  for  all  purposes,  in  the  county.  Mr. 
Harner,  as  a  printer,  is  perhaps  more  widely  known  than  any  other 
member  of  the  craft  in  Illinois.  His  artistic  designs  and  wonderful 
ingenuity  in  bending  and  shaping  brass  rule,  so  as  to  create  designs 
and  figures  typical  of  trades,  professions,  or  business,  have  been  wide- 
ly copied  both  at  home  and  abroad.  His  skill  has  received  flatter- 
ing recognition  in  all  parts  of  the  country  where  artistic  art  is  ap- 
preciated. The  Journal  is  ably  edited  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Anderson. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  versatile  talent,  and  a  w  riter  of  recognized 
ability.  He  brings  to  the  sanctum  a  highly  cultivated  mind, 
aided  bv  long  experience,  extensive  travel,  and  a  close  observation 
of  men  at  home  and  abroad. 

PAX.i    WEEKLY    ARGUS 

Was  organized  and  issued  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Chabin  upon  his  re- 
tirement from  the  rulUulitiin.  The  first  number  made  its  api)ear- 
ance  March  loth,  1870.  The  first  five  numbers  were  printed  in 
Shelbvvillc,  Illinois,  and  brought  to  Pana  and  distributed.     After 
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that  thus  Col.  J.  A.  Hayward,  a  capitalist,  and  one  of  Pana's  most 
eutcrprisiiig  men,  purchased  material  and  presses,  and  became  joint 
owner  with  Mr.  Chabin.  The  offise  was  established  in  Pana.  The 
politics  of  the  Argus  was  democratic.  The  partnership  of  Chabin 
&  Hayward  continued  until  January  1st,  when  Col.  Hayward 
became  sole  proprietor  and  editor.  He  changed  the  politics  of  the 
paper,  and  it  is  now  republican  in  tone.  Col.  Hayward  is  yet  young 
in  journalism,  but  we  have  no  doubt  judging  from  the  characteristic 
and  vigorous  manner  with  which  he  steps  into  the  sanctum,  that  ere 
long  he  will  make  the  Argus  one  of  the  best  newspapers  in  Central 
lllinoi.s. 

There  have  been  several  small  papers  and  monthlies  published  at 
different  times  in  the  county.     Among  these  were: — 

THE    POST-OFFICE    REGISTER. 

Pul)lisiied  by  E.  C.  Reeee  and  printed  at  the  office  of  the  Gazette. 
Mr.  E.  P  Sanders  als)  published  a  nunthly  called; — 

THE    CENTRAL    HOMESTEAD. 

The  first  number  appeared  in  February,  1878,  and  the  last  in  No- 
vember of  the  same  year.  It  was  also  printed  in  the  office  of  the 
Pana  Gazette. 

COXCLUSIOS. 

The  history  of  the  press  of  Christian  county  has  been  briefly 
traced.  There  have  been  some  trials  and  obstacles,  and  it  has  wit- 
nessfcd  a  few  failures,  but  it  is  fairly  representative  of  the  liusiness 
growth  of  the  county. 

The  influence  and  character  of  the  press  have  grown  with  the 
material  wealth  and  intellectual  growth  of  those  they  have  repre- 
S3ntcd.  No  industry  or  business  can  show  a  much  better  record,  or 
less  failures,  or  number  more  enthusiastic  and  patient  workers.  The 
number  of  newspaper  enterprises  organized  and  supported  in  the 
county,  speaks  well  for  the  liberality  of  its  citizens,  and  it  further 
shows  the  power  and  appreciation  of  printer's  ink  and  editor's  pen 
when  used  for  the  intellectual  advauci'mcnt  of  the  people  and  the 
material  wealth  of  the  county. 


CHAPTER    Xir. 
Tin-:  co^[^ru^'  schools. 

DY      R.     W-     (lltR,     COUNTY     SCrERIXTENDKNT. 

N  18.35  the  pi'esent  system  of  free  schouls  may  properly  be 
said  to  have  been  inaugurated  and  entered  upon.  That 
date  proved  to  be  the  turning  point  in  the  history  of 
Illinois.  It  is  a  fact  that  every  person  is  a  factor  in  the 
State  or  society  in  which  he  or  she  lives.  Our  State,  early  recog- 
nizing this  fact,  sought  to  provide  liberal  means  and  facilities  for 
the  proper  education  of  those  into  whose  hands  the  affiurs  of  state 
would  soon  pass.  The  influences  growing  out  of  the  system  of 
public  education  inaugurated  at  that  time,  are  worthy  of  the  at- 
tention and  critical  study  of  the  historian  and  philosopher.  They 
have  attected  not  the  average  intelligence  alone,  but  the  character 
of  every  calling,  and  have  developcMl  advantages  jireviousl}'  un- 
realized. 

The  work  of  1855  was  imt  the  beginning.  The  germ  of  the  free 
school  system  had  been  jilajited  long  anterior  to  this  date,  and  by 
proper  cultivation  it  had  grown  to  be  a  prolific  system.  The  idea 
of  making  kno\vlcdge  common  reaches  far  beyond  the  existence 
of  Illinois  as  a  separate  territory.  Article  third  of  the  cele- 
brated ordinance  of  1787  declared  that  "  knowledge  is  necessary  to 


good  government  and  the  happiness  of  mankind,"  and  enjoined 
that  "schools  and  the  means  of  education  .-hall  forever  be  en- 
couraged." 

Paper  manife.-itocs  are  not  often  dreaded  ;  the  edicts  of  potentates 
seldom  survive  the  age  in  which  they  arc  decreed,  and  proclama- 
tions rarely  have  existence  longer  than  that  of  the  paper  on  which 
they  may  be  written.  They  lose  their  efficiency  or  become  inopera- 
tive with  the  vicissitudes  of  time.  This  ordinance  seems  to  be  an 
exception  It  became  the  nucleus  of  the  grand  system  of  education, 
the  benign  influence  of  \vhich  is  felt  and  recognized  in  every  home 
and  sphere  of  business  in  our  State;  and  in  1887  the  people  of  Illi- 
nois who  will  not  reap  benefit  from  the  influences  of  its  declara- 
tions and  injunctions,  will  be  the  exception — will  be  a  blank  in 
society,  and  but  little  above  the  serf. 

Some  of  the  encouragement  referred  to  in  this  document  came  in  a 
material  form  in  181S.  The  convention  which  framed  the  consti- 
tution under  which  the  state  was  admitted,  accepted  in  August  of 
thut  year  a  propjsition  made  by  Congress  in  the  "enabling  act" 
for  this  State,  and  made  April  18th,  aj)propriating  section  16  in 
each  township  to  ihe  State  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
township  for  school  purpjses;  also  three-sixths  of  five  per  cent,  of 
the  proceeds  of  public  lands  within  the  State  sold  by  Congre-ss  after 
January  1st,  1819,  should  be  appropriated  by  the  legislature  for  the 
encouragement  of  learning.  Oae-sixtli  of  this  amount  was  to  be 
ap])lied  to  a  college  or  university,  and  thirty-si.x  sections,  or  one 
entire  township,  with  one  previously  reserved  for  that  purpose, 
should  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning.  These 
funds  may  be  thus  classified;  the  State  school  fund  from  the  sales 
of  public  lands,  less  one-sixth,  which  is  the  university  fund ;  the 
seminary  fand,  derived  from  the  sale  of  seminary  lands;  the  town- 
ship fund  resulting  from  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  section.  The 
State  school  fund  in  187G  amounted  to  |G13,3G"2.06.  Thesennnary 
fund  in  the  .same  year  was  85^,838.72.  The  college  fund  in  187() 
■was  Sl-i6,61.3.52.  The  proceeds  of  the  three  per  cent,  fund  were 
blended  in  1835,  and  were  increased  by  the  addition  of  the  surplus 
county  funds  in  the  hands  of  county  commissioners.  In  183U  was 
added  to  this,  bj'  act  of  Congress,  the  surplus  revenue  fund  then  in 
treasury,  and  the  whole  distributed  among  the  states  and  loaned  at 
si.x  per  cent,  per  annum  intere.-t.  This  fund  to  the  State  alone 
amounted  to  .S335,592.32.  The  interest  from  these  funds  was  to  be 
distriljuted  annually  to  the  counties  for  school  purposes.  These 
funds  under  the  control  of  the  State,  exclusive  of  the  county  fund, 
amount  to  .S1,U)5,407  52. 

The  most  valuable  donation  from  Congress  for  school  purposes 
was  the  sixteenth  section  of  every  township.  In  fractional  town- 
ships not  having  this  section,  lands  equivalent  to  the  amount 
were  given  for  school  purposes.  This  donation  amounted  to  998.- 
449  acres.  Propei'ly  mamiged  the  revenues  derived  from  these 
lands  would  have  released  forever  the  people  from  local  taxation 
for  school  purposes.  These  lauds  were  nearly  all  sold  when  there 
was  but  little  demand  for  land. 

The  proceeds  of  the  .sale  of  the.se  lands  were  placed  under  the 
control  of  a  board  of  trustees  elected  for  each  township,  and  were 
to  be  loaned,  and  the  interest  derived  from  them  wa-s  to  be  u.sed 
for  the  support  of  schools.  lu  187G  this  "township  fund"  in  the 
State  amounted  to  §5,081,029.91.  In  1828  the  legislature  uuani- 
mously  authorized  the  .sale  of  these  lands,  and  borrowed  the  money 
to  defray  the  current  expenses.  But  the  returns  from  these  mag- 
nificent gifts  were  too  meager  to  support  the  schools,  and  taxes  had 
to  be  added.  In  1835  a  county  fund  was  created  by  an  act  of  tlie 
legislature,  which  provided  that  the  teachers  should  not  receive 
from  the  public  fund  more  than  half  the  amount  due  them,  and 
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that  the  surplus  should  cnnstituto  the  principal  of  the  "county 
fund,"  which  amounted  to  S.'!4<S,"J.~<r).7'>. 

In  187G  the  common  school  fund  was  Sl,-513,()no.27,  yicMing  an 
annual  interest  of  SI30,8"21.Gl).  The  same  year  the  township  fund 
of  the  State  was  S5,0Sl,G2it.91,  yielding  an  income  on  the  amount 
loaned  nf  !?4'l, '24^.54.  In  1S:1.")  the  inti'rest  on  school  moneys  bor- 
rowed liv  the  State  was  first  (li.^triluitcd  to  tiie  counties. 

This  distribution  was  based  ui)on  the  nund)er  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  one  lialf  nf  tliese  funds  was  to  he  paid  to  teachers, 
and  the  remainder  was  to  constitute  a  county  fund  f )rcver  as  given 
above.  Tiie  aggregate  of  these  funds  in  187G  was  over  six  and 
one-lialf  millions  of  dollars. 

In  1824  the  balance  of  the  overflowed  and  swani])  hinds,  after 
paving  for  drainage  and  levees,  was  granted  to  the  counties  for 
educational  purposes.  In  1853  all  fines  and  penalties  imposed  in 
courts  of  records,  and  criminal  forfeitures  on  bails  were  added  to 
school-resources,  and  school-property  was  exempt  from  taxation. 

The  first  free  school  system  was  adopted  in  1825.  In  that  year 
Governor  Coles,  in  his  message  to  the  legislature,  advised  tliat  pro- 
vision be  made  for  the  support  of  common  schools.  During  the 
same  session  Senator  Joseph  Duncan,  of  Jackson  county,  introduced 
a  bill  to  establish  a  system  of  free  schools.  The  main  points  in  this 
school-system  were :  1.  The  schools  were  to  be  open  to  all  classes 
of  w'hite  citizens  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one.  2.  Per- 
sons over  twenty-one  years  of  age  might  be  admitted  on  consent  of 
the  trustees  and  upon  agreed  terms.  3.  Districts  of  not  less  than 
fifteen  fomilies  were  to  be  formed  on  petition  of  a  majority  of  the 
voters.  4.  Officers  were  to  be  elected  and  sworn  in.  5.  The  legal 
voters  at  an  annual  meeting  could  levy  a  tax,  in  money  or  mer- 
chantable produce  at  cash  value,  not  exceeding  onedialf  of  one  per 
cent.,  subjeit  to  a  maximum  limitation  of  ten  dollars  for  one  per- 
son. 6.  The  state  appropriated  aunually  two  dollars  out  of  every 
one  hundred  received  into  the  treasury.  Five-sixths  of  this  was 
added  to  the  interest  received  from  the  school-fund,  and  tlie  sum 
was  apportioned  to  the  counties  according  to  the  number  of  white 
children  under  twent3'-oue  years  of  age.  The  counties  distributed 
this  among  the  districts;  but  no  district  was  to  receive  any  jiart  of 
this  fund  unless  it  had  sustained  a  school  of  three  months  for  tiie 
year  in  which  the  distribution  was  made.  This  distribution  was 
based  on  the  report  of  the  clerk  of  each  county  commissioners' 
court,  which  was  made  to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  contained  an 
abstract  of  the  reports  made  by  the  trustees  of  schools,  giving  the 
school-population,  school-attendance,  and  expense  attending  this. 
This  system  of  schools,  designed  as  a  means  of  aflbrding  an  educa- 
tion for  all  the  children  within  tiie  state,  was  truly  in  advance  of 
the  times.  It  met  with  violent  opposition  from  its  numerous  ene- 
mies. Opposition  to  taxation  was  great,  and  the  legality  of  the 
appropriation  from  the  state  treasury  was  denied.  8o  violent  was 
this  opposition  that  it  became  inoperative,  and  was  virtually  an- 
nulled by  an  act  approved  February  17th,  1827,  which  repealed 
the  fifteen-famil}'  clause,  ma<le  taxation  for  the  full  or  half  support 
of  district  schools  optional  with  the  voters  of  the  district,  and  for- 
bade the  taxati<jn  of  any  one  for  the  support  of  any  free  school 
without  Ids  or  her  written  consent  had  first  been  obtained.  But 
neither  legislation  nor  pergonal  opposition  could  impede  the  growth 
nor  destroy  the  germ  of  the  free-school  system.  It  was  deeply 
rooted  in  the  fertile  soil  of  the  ]Md)lic  mind,  and  was  fostered  by 
the  true  friends  of  education.  Subsecpient  legislation  had  but  little 
effect  on  the  scliouls  for  a  decade,  when  an  act  providing  for  the 
incorporation  of  the  townships  bi'came  a  law.  It  provided  for  a 
board  of  trustees  who  shouhl  have  the  superintendence  of  "  tlie 
business  and  affiurs  of  the  township  in   rehition   to  educati(Ui  and 


schools  generally."  In  this  law  appears  the  first  requirement  for  a 
certificate  of  qualification  from  the  township-trustees,  before  any 
teacher  could  be  ])aid  out  of  the  school-funds.  For  a  time  it  seemed 
tliat  all  the  virtue  of  this  system  had  departed,  and  so  great  was 
the  educational  darkness  that  prevailed  that  it  might  very  properly 
be  said  that  Egypt  included  almost  the  whole  state.  But  some 
energy  and  educational  enterprise  remained  among  those  old  citi- 
zens, and  their  first  object,  after  securing  for  themselves  a  home, 
was  to  provide  educational  facilities  for  their  children. 

In  1844  a  "common-school  convention"  was  held  in  Peoria. 
This  assendily  appointed  John  S.  Wright,  H.  JI.  Weed  and  Thomas 
Kilpatriek  a  committee  to  draft  a  memorial  to  the  legislature  on 
the  sub'cct  of  Common  Schools.  The  paper  drawn  up  by  them 
was  an  aide  and  exhaustive  one,  and  pleaded  fur  a  state  superin- 
tendent with  a  salary  of  nine  hundred  dollars,  and  recommended 
local  taxation  for  school-purposes.  This  movement  among  the 
teachers  served  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  legislature.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1845,  an  act  was  approved  making  the  secretarj'  of  state  ex- 
officio  state  superirtendent  of  common  schools,  and  the  countv 
school-commissioners  ex-ojficio  county-suporinlcndents,  whose  duty 
it  should  be  to  examine  and  license  teachers.  It  also  provided  for 
local  taxation  on  a  favorable  majority  vote.  All  the  district-tax 
for  schools  in  184G-47  did  not  reach  one  mill  on  the  one  hundred 
dollars.  The  auditor,  by  this  bill,  distributed  the  interest  on  the 
school-funds  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  under  twenty 
years  of  age  in  the  county. 

This  was  then  distributed  to  the  districts  by  the  county  su- 
perintendent. This  same  act  made  the  qualifications  of  teachers 
embrace  a  knowledge  of  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography, 
and  history.  But  it  required  little  more  than  an  elementary 
knowdedgc  of  these  branches.  Because  of  the  excessive  apathy 
among  the  people  on  educational  matters,  very  little  was  done. 
Though  living  on  the  borders  of  civilization,  they  failed  to. recog- 
nise the  fact  that  education  is  the  distinguishing  characteristic 
between  civilized  and  savage  societ}'.  The  relations  between  an 
intelligent  ploughman  and  a  school-room  were  unrecognized,  and 
scholars  were  not  wanted  in  frontier  life.  In  1847  the  standard  of 
qualification  of  teachers  had  to  be  lowered  because  of  an  insufii- 
cieut  number  of  teachers  to  supply  the  schools.  A  certificate  could 
be  obtained  for  a  knowledge  of  any  one  of  the  above-named 
branches.  Schools  were  by  no  means  numerous  even  with  this 
regulation. 

In  184'J  the  standard  of  ipialificatiou  was  again  raised  to  the 
former  grade.  The  directors  could  grant  special  privileges  as  to 
an}'  branch.  This  was  something  like  the  provisional  certificate  of 
1872-3,  which  authorized  the  directors  to  employ  any  one  who  it 
was  thought  might  give  general  satisfaction,  and  absorb  the  public 
funds.  Little  did  the  average  school  ofiiccr  then  know  of  the 
necessary  and  judicious  discrimination  as  to  the  local  needs  in  the 
choice  of  a  competent  teacher.  When  we  see  employed  first,  in  our 
public  schools,  the  poorest  teachers  who  are  licensed  by  the  county 
superintendent,  wc  are  made  to  feel  that  the  same  weakness  pro- 
vails  to  some  extent  among  them  to-day. 

In  this  year  local  taxes  for  school  purposes  were  changed  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-five  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars,  except  in  incor- 
porated towns  and  cities,  where  fifty  cents  was  the  maximum. 

The  rate  of  taxes  was  raised  in  1857,  to  one  dollar  on  a  hundred, 
by  a  majority  vote.  The  taxable  property  of  the  state  was  at  this 
time  one  hundred  millions,  which  should  have  furnished  a  fund  of 
one  million  of  dollars  for  school  purposes;  but  the  amount  actually 
raised  did  not  exceed  S51,900.  This  shows  to  what  extent  inactiv- 
ity prevailed  among  the  masses,  and  that  the  law  was  a  dead  letter. 
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The  supervision  of  schools  wns  given  to  the  district  officers,  who 
were  often  narrow-minded,  and  unfit  fur  directing  school  methods 
and  school  work.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  something  more 
than  this  was  needed,  as  the  schools  increased  and  the  interest  in 
them  was  growing. 

The  spirit  of  progress  had  been  aroused.  The  press  took  hold  of 
the  matter,  and  strong  leaders  urged  the  necessity  of  better  schools. 
From  the  east  and  south  came  a  better  class  of  citizens,  to  make 
this  country  their  home.  They  brought  with  them  advanced  ideas 
of  education,  and  urged  its  importance  to  the  people  here. 

Convocations  met  and  discussed  the  question.  These  influences 
stirred  the  people  up  in  their  own  interests.  In  1854  the  legisla- 
ture created  the  separate  office  of  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  with  a  salary  of  $1,500  per  annum.  The  first  state 
superintendent  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  should 
hold  his  office  till  his  successor  could  be  elected  and  qualified. 

Hon.  Ninian  W.  Edwards,  appointed  by  the  governor  as  the  first 
state  superintendent  under  this  act,  had  the  honor  of  framing  the 
bill  for  a  Free  School  System.  It  met  with  ready  acceptance  from 
the  legislature,  and  took  the  form  of  law  February  15th,  1855.  • 
It  forbade  the  employment  of  a  teacher  for  a  public  school  with- 
out a  legal  certificate  of  qualification.  It  prescribed  a  state  tax  of 
two  mills  on  the  dollar,  to  be  added  annually  to  the  six  per  cent, 
revenue  from  the  school  funds,  and  required  that  schools  should  be 
kept  in  operation  at  least  six  months  in  each  year. 

The  system  thus  inaugurated — the  first  of  which  really  made 
schools  free  by  providing  for  a  sufficient  state  and  local  tax  for  their 
support — contiuuts  substantially  the  state  system  to  this  day,  with 
alterations  in  some  details.  While  the  new  law  promised  more 
vigorous  action  among  the  people,  the  scarcity  of  competent  teachers 
was  a  serious  trouble.  Whence  were  they  to  come  ?  What  methods 
should  be  adopted  to  secure  them?  To  meet  this  want  of  efficient 
teachers  and  supply  the  increased  demand,  the  Northern  Normal 
was  established  in  1857.  From  this  time  the  change  in  the  grade 
of  teachers  became  apparent.  This  demand  for  competent  teachers 
increased  beyond  the  supply  so  much,  that  the  Southern  Normal  was 
established  in  1869,  for  the  especial  "  training  of  teachers  for  the 
public  schools  of  this  State."  County  Normal  Schools  were  in  the 
same  year  authorized  "fir  the  purpose  of  fitting  teachers  for  the 
common  schools." 

The  vital  principle  of  the  present  law  is  this:  The  property  and 
wealth  of  the  state,  as  well  as  the  county,  shall  educate  their 
youth. 

]Many  important  changes  in  the  school  laws  were  made  by  the 
thirty-fii>t  general  assembly.  The  law  as  amended  went  into  effect 
July  1st,  1879.  It  requires  all  school  officers  having  the  care  of 
school  funds  to  strictly  account  for  the  same.  The  county  superin- 
tendent must  annually  examine  the  books  and  accounts  of  each 
township  treasurer.  The  school  month  is  made  to  correspond  with 
the  calendar  month.  To  make  legal  contracts,  teachers  must  have 
certificates  at  the  time  of  making  their  contract. 

Treasurers  are  elected  for  two  years.  Graded  schools  in  cities 
are  placed  under  the  control  of  Boards  of  Education  instead  of  the 
city  council.  Efficient  means  for  refunding  indebtedness  are 
provided. 

The  corner-stone  of  our  educational  structure  has  been  well  laid, 
and  firmly  established  in  the  appreciation  of  an  intelligent  people  ; 
it  advances  gradually  towards  that  perfection  which  will,  no  doubt, 
be  attained  by  future  generations.  Older  states,  and  European 
nations,  view  with  admiration  and  study  with  delight  our  educational 
system,  audnow  many  of  its  branches  are  ingrafted  into  theirs. 
Such  is  a  rapid  survey  of  the  growth  of  the  common  schools  in 


Illinois.       They  are  the  fruitage  of  a  generation's  constant    and 
laborious  effort. 

The  schools  of  Christian  county  have  nobly  jierf  irmed  their  part 
toward  the  general  advancement  of  the  cause  of  education  in  the 
state.  Laboring  for  many  years  under  very  great  disadvantages, 
without  properly  organized  districts,  with  very  inferior  school 
buildings,  the  early  settlers  of  the  county  struggled  manfully  to 
educate  their  children  with  the  limited  means  afforded  them.  It 
was  a  custom  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  county,  (who  usually 
located  along  the  lumber  belts),  when  a  few  families  became  settled, 
to  open  a  school  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood. 


Sometimes  tl\ese  schools  were  held  in  a  room  in  some  farmer's 
house  ;  but  usually  they  were  held  in  rude  log  buildings,  with  a 
fire-place  occupying  the  most  of  one  end  of  the  house,  a  log  sawed 
out  of  one  side  to  furnish  light  and  ventilation,  and  in  many  cases 
the  only  furniture  consisted  of  rougli  puncheon  benches,  with  a  slab 


fastened  to  the  wall  for  a  writing-desk.  The  writer  well  remembers 
his  first  experience  as  a  teacher  in  Christian  county,  in  a  school- 
house  very  similar  to  the  one  described  above,  and  located  near  the 
Ralston  Bridge,  in  South  Fork  township. 

Many  of  the  most  substantial  professional  and  business  men  of  our 
count}'  received  their  rudimentary  education  under  these  disadvan- 
tageous circumstances. 

The  first  school  in  tiie  ciunty  of  which  we  have  any  record,  wag 
taught  by  Elijah  Hanon  in  tiie  winter  of  1826-27.  This  school 
was  taught  two  miles  east  of  Taylorville,  in  a  house  that  stood  on 
the  land  now  owned  by  W.  W.  Hall.  It  was  a  log  school-house  of 
the  description  given  above.  In  order  to  convey  an  idea  of  the 
inconvenience  under  which  the  people  at  this  early  day  labored,  it 
may  be  stated  that  Daniel  and  Martin  Miller  attended  this  school, 
and  resided  with  their  father  at  what  is  known  as  the  "  Elgan  Mill," 
on  South  Fork,  a  distance  of  about  fourteen  miles.  They  would 
walk  to  school  on  ilonday  morning,  and  board  until  Fi-iday  even- 
ing with  a  family  near  the  school-house,  and  again  walk  home. 
Daniel  Miller  was  afterwards  elected  school  commissioner  of  the 
county. 

In  18:!l-2,  Archibald  McCullough  taught  a  school  at  the  same 
place.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  fine  scholar.  lioljert  White 
taught  a  school  at  Campbell's  point  in  18.31-2.  The  school-house 
was  built  on  land  owned  by  Joseph  Jlatthews.  This  is  said  to  be 
the  first  house  erected  specially  for  a  school-hou.se  in  the  county. 

In  the  same  year  Michael  Archie  taught  a  school  in  a  house  on 
his  brother's  farm,  on  Buckhart  creek,  near  where  the  Springfield 
and  Decatur  road  crosses. 
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In  1832-3,  Crosthwait  taught  a  school  in  the  house  spoken  of 
above  on  Hill's  farm.     He  was  a  professional  teacher. 

In  1834-5,  the  Hon.  H.  M.  VanJeveer  taught  the  first  sehool  in 
the  extreme  mirth  part  uf  the  eounty.  The  liuiUling  in  which  this 
seliou!  was  taught,  was  loeatcd  on  jMosquito  ereek,  on  land  then 
owned  by  old  Mr.  Fletcher,  now  a  ]iart  of  tlic  land  owned  by 
]\[oses  Staflbrd,  on  the  Deeatnr  and  Springfield  road. 

The  salaries  in  the  above  cases  ranged  from  eight  to  fifteen 
dollars  per  month. 

From  snch  beginnings  as  these  our  seho'jls  have  grown  to  their 
present  fair  projiortions. 

In  1840  we  find  the  first  report  of  the  schools  of  the  county  made 
by  Daniel  Miller  to  Campbell  Thompson,  secretary  of  state  and 
e.\-ofiicio  state  sup't  of  schools.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

Wlinle  nuiiilii.r  of  Scliools  in  the  County (i 

■'  •'         Siholars  atteiuling 173 

''  •'        (hikh-en  under  twenty  years  uf  age 1,230 

WlK.Ie  amount  (if  fiincls  for  Sfliool  puqioses $G9  03 

Averages  iiaitl  .Male  Teachers  permonth $14  00 

Female  Teachers $10  00 

In  1878  the  present  county  superintendent  reported  as  follows: 

■\Vli.ile  nunilicr  uf  .S.liools  in  the  County luS 

Scholars  attemling 7,21)3 

■\Vliule  amount  of  "State  Sehool"  fund  for  the  County S  S  .5G7  06 

Special  District  School  Ta.v .$34,391  8S 

"        of  I'riucipal  of  Town  School  Fund S.JS,4()G  13 

KsliuKited  value  of  School  Tropcrty $140,725  00 

Average  wages  paid  Male  Tcacliers  per  mouth ?40  ■'JO 

"     Female  Teachers $24  (17 

The  above  rate  of  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  is  equalled 
by  the  quality  and  convenience  of  the  present  school  buildings  in 
the  county.  Comiuodious,  well-ventilated  and  well-furnished  school- 
houses  may  now  bo  seen  on  all  sides  on  our  prairies,  as  well  as  along 
the  timber  lines;  while  the  magnificent  two  and  three-story  school 
buildings  that  adorn  our  cities  and  towns  attest  the  progressive 
intelligence  and  refinement  of  the  present  generation.  And  it  may 
safely  be  stated  that  the  methods  of  teaching  and  the  qualifications 
of  teachers  have  kept  fairly  abreast  of  the  nundier  and  (juality  of 
the  school  buildings. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  give  a  I)rief  history  of  tlio  efforts  that 
have  been  made  in  the  county  to  assist  and  luicourage  teachers  iti  a 
thorough  preparation  for  their  W(irk.  I  refer  to  Teachers'  Associa- 
tions and  Normal  Institutes. 

In  the  Paim  Herald  of  January  4,  18'i8,  ;i  call  was  issued  fir  a 
meeting  of  "teatdiers  and  others  interested  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion," to  be  held  in  Pana  on  the  29th  and  .'iOth  dtiys  of  January, 
18j8.  Thi.s  call  was  signed  h\  E.  B.  Hartshorn,  principal  of  the 
Tana  Academy;  :\L  S.  Beckwith,  editor  of  the  Herald;  E.  B. 
Hawley,  R.  W.  C)rr,  W.  D.  Vermillion,  Rev.  W.  C.  Jlerritt  and 
others.  In  response  to  this  call  a  luimber  of  teachers  and  others 
a.sscmbled  at  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Pana,  on  Friday  evening, 
January  29,  18-58.  and  effected  a  temporary  organization  by  elect- 
ing Dr.  Thomas  Finley  president  and  O.  ().  Alexander  secretary. 
A  number  of  names  were  enrolled,  the  necessary  committees  ap- 
pointed, and  tuldres.ses  delivered  by  IMr.  Guunitig,  of  Hillsboro, 
and  Rev.  H.  V.  I\[erritt,  of  Rosemond.  On  the  next  day  a  eonsti- 
ttitiou  was  adnptcd,  and  a  permanent  organization  etH'cted  by  the 
election  of  Dr.  11.  !•'.  ( )'Farrell,  president,  B.  1!.  Hawle_y,  vice- 
president,  E.  B.  Hartshorn,  secretary,  and  Ifr.  Thomas  Finley, 
treasurer.  The  executive  committee  consisted  of  Rev.  H.  C.  Mer- 
ritt,  M.  S.  Beckwith  and  Mrs.  11.  R.  Hawlcy.  Tliesc  officers  were 
to  serve  for  one  year. 


I  have  been  thus  particular  in  describing  the  organization  of  this 
a.ssociation  as  it  was  the  first  teachers'  organization  over  made  in 
the  coutity.  The  name  adopted  for  the  organization  was  the 
"Christian  County  Teachers'  Association." 

The  second  meeting  of  the  association  was  held  in  Pana  on  the 
18th  of  March,  1858,  at  which  much  good  was  accomplished.  This 
meeting  was  addressed  by  Simon  Wright,  State  Agent,  and  Mr.  Jler- 
win,  of  Chicago. 

The  a.ssociatidu  held  its  third  nu'cting  at  Taylorville,  on  the  20th 
of  August,  1858.  At  this  meeting  the  late  Dr.  Calvin  Goudy  t<iok 
quite  an  active  part,  as  he  always  did  in  matters  pertaining  to  the 
public  welfare. 

The  fourth  meeting  of  the  association  was  held  in  Rosemond  on 
the  Ifith  of  October,  1858.  At  this  meeting  the  work  was  more  of 
the  nature  of  Institute  work  tliau  fcn'merly,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
make  the  next  meeting  strictl)' Institute  in  its  character. 

On  the  17th  day  of  December  in  the  same  year,  another  meeting 
was  held  at  Rosemond.  On  the  evening  of  this  day  an  able  educa- 
tional addre.ss  was  delivered  by  the  Hon.  S.  W.  Moulton.  On  the 
following  day  Richard  Edwards,  afterwards  president  of  the  State 
Noriual  University,  delivered  a  scholarly  address. 

The  sixth  and  last  meeting  was  held  at  Pana  jMarch  17th  and 
ISfh,  1859. 

There  "was  quite  a  large  accession  to  the  membership  at  this 
meetitig,  and  ijuite  an  interest  manifested  in  the  work.  It  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  executive  comiuittee.  This  call 
never  was  issued.  Thus  closed  the  labors  of  the  first  teachers'  or- 
ganization in  the  county. 

No  further  efforts  were  made  in  this  direction  until  1870.  On 
the  10th  of  Jaiuiary,  of  this  year,  Mr.  AV.  F.  Gorrell,  then  county 
superintendent  of  schools,  organized  the  first  regular  normal  insti- 
tute ever  held  in  the  county.  This  was  also  held  at  Pana.  In 
addition  to  other  instructors,  Mr.  Piper,  of  Iowa,  president  Ed- 
wards, of  state  normal  school,  and  other  prominent  educators,  de- 
livered lectures  before  the  institute.  This  meeting  lasted  six  days, 
and  resulted  in  much  good. 

The  second  se.?sion  of  this  institute  was  held  in  Taylorville,  com- 
mencing August  7th,  1870,  under  the  supervision  of  Superintendent 
Gorrell.  This  session  lasted  six  weeks.  The  third  meeting  was 
held  at  Taylorville,  commencing  January  1st,  1871.  It  lasted  six 
days,  and  was  largely  attended.  The  fuurth  meeting  commenced 
on  August  1st,  and  lasted  six  week?.  The  fifth  and  last  meeting, 
under  the  management  of  Superintendent  Gorrell,  was  held  in 
Taylorville,  commencing  on  July  22d,  1872,  and  continued  six 
weeks.  Much  good  resulted  to  the  cause  of  education  in  the  coun- 
ty from  these  noriual  institutes. 

On  the  31st  day  of  August,  1874,  another  normal  institute  was 
organized  in  Taylorville,  under  the  management  of  R.  W.  Orr, 
then  county  superintendent  of  schools.  This  meeting  lasted  six 
davs.  These  institutes  have  been  held  annually,  with  one  excep- 
tion, since  that  time. 

It  hits  been  the  object  of  the  supcritifendent  to  have  the  instruc- 
tion in  these  institutes  largely  perforiued  by  home  teachers.  In 
this  he  has  been  ably  secondeil  by  the  leading  teachers  of  the 
county.  Proiuiuent  among  these  I  wish  to  mention  J.  R.  Edmonds, 
ju'incipal  east  ward,  Pana;  L.  S.  Hatn,  principal  east  side  school, 
Taylorville;  S.  W  Culp,  princi|ial  Jlorri-sonville  school;  W.  C. 
Griffith,  formerly  principal  (if  the  cast  side  school,  Taylorville,  and 
T.  R.  Lakin,  of  Buekey  prairie. 

In  addition  to  these,  many  of  the  teachers  in  the  country  selnjols 
have  ci.ime  forward  and  ably  performed  the  work  assigned  them  in 
the  way  of  class  drill,  essays,  etc.     In  this  ciinncction  I  wish  also  to 
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make  special  mention  of  the  lady  teachers  of  our  county  who  have 
nobly  contributed  to  the  success  of  these  teachers'  meetings. 

Prominent  educators  from  diflerent  parts  of  the  state  have  also 
been  employed  to  deliver  lectures  at  each  of  these  meetings.  Of 
these  I  will  mention  ex-state  superintendent,  S.  M.  Etter;  state 
superintendent,  James  P.  Slade ;  Eobert  Allyn,  pi-esident  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  Normal,  at  Carbondale,  and  president  Radford  of 
Eureka  college. 

As  an  adjunct  to  the  county  institutes,  local  or  township  organi- 
zations have  been  kept  up  in  most  parts  of  the  county  during  each 
school  year.  The  result  of  these  efforts  has  been  a  marked  im- 
provement in  the  standard  of  the  qualification  of  our  teachers. 

Christian  county  has  also  been  fairly  represented  in  the  "  State 
Normal  University,"  at  Bloomington,  showing  that  our  people  ap- 
preciate the  advantages  of  a  normal  training. 

In  the  following  list  I  show  the  names  of  jiarties  who  have  at- 
tended from  the  county,  together  with  the  date  of  their  enrollment 
at  the  university,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  them.  If 
any  are  omitted  it  is  on  account  of  my  inability  to  obtain  their 
names. 

October  -Jtli,  18.57,  IIenriett.i  M.  Pope;  October  .5,b,  IS.JT,  Henry  H.  Pope; 
January  20tli,  1858,  Riifus  Angel;  J;inuary  20th,  1858,  T.  L.  Bacon ;  Sep- 
tember 12lli,  1859.  'Walter  F.  Locker;  January  4th,  ISGO,  Kate  L.  Bacon; 
April  Till,  1802,  Thomas  N.  Lakin;  September  8  h,  1832,  Charlotte  Evans; 
September  11th,  18(52,  Sarah  E.  Worley  ;  April  IGth,  IStiS,  Rebecca  A.  Rich- 
ardson; September  7tb,  lS(i3,  Charles  F.  Goodrich;  September  7th,  1863, 
Abraham  J.  Overholt ;  September  7ih,  1803,  Stella  Bowling  ;  September  7th, 
18G3,  AYilliam  S.  Richard.-^on;  September  7ih,  18G3,  D.  Uwight  Shumw.iy; 
Aiiril  4th,  1SC4,  Francis  M.  Ilewett;  September  10th,  180G,  Emma  A. 
Hawkes  ;  April  8lli,  1SG7,  Mary  L.  Sliaw  ;  September  7th,  18GS,  Noi  Goudy  ; 
April  24lh,  1870,  William  0.  Robertson;  September  12th,  1870,  Robert  W. 
Johnson;  July  4th,  1871,  Ellen  B.  Travis;  July  4th,  1871,  William  F.  Tra- 
vis; January  6th,  1871,  John  \V.  Augur ;  September  llth,  1K71,  Rebecca 
May;  September  lltli,  1871,  John  II.  Conner;  January  2d,  1872,  Harriett  E. 
Baldwin;  April  llth,  1872,  Mary  E.  Dunafon ;  April  8;h,  1872,  William  T. 
Kelley;  April  8th,  1872,  Joseph  W.  Miller;  September  7th,  1 872,  Harriett 
E.Lowe;  January  1st,  1873,  T.  F.  Myres;  January  1st,  1873.  Meredith  M. 
Myres;  January  1st,  1S73,  Leon  Ca.salett;  January  1st,  1873,  William  J. 
Smith;  September  8th,  1873,  Clara  Work;  April  Gib,  1874,  Srabury  J.  Den- 
nis; September  14th,  1874,  Gilbert  IL  Sallee;  January  4;h,  1875,  Alice  L 
De  Garmo;  April  12tli,  1875,  Joseph  Hastings;  April  12th,  1875,  Edwin  E. 
Roscnbery  ;  September  Gth,  1875,  William  H.Johnson;  January  4ili,  187G, 
Myra  A.  Compton;  September  4th,  1S7G,  Mary  L.  U.ivis;  Saptenjber  4th, 
1876,  Alice  Shafer;  September  4th,  1876,  Laac  J.  Johnson;  April  2d,  1S77, 
C.  W.  Stites ;  Miss  Mary  L.  Parsons. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  teachers  who  attended  the  State 
Normal  from  other  counties  but  who  have  since  taught  in  this 
county:  W.  C.  Griffith,  D.  M.  Gibbs,  Julia  Gibbs,  H.  C  Beans, 
C.  H  Andrews,  and  Miss  Alpha  Watts. 

The  importance  of  a  normal  training  for  teachers  has  been 
clearly  .shown  in  the  work  of  the  above  named  teachers  in  our 
county. 

The  first  County  School  Commissioners  (as  they  were  then  called], 
were  appointed  by  the  County  Commissioners'  Court. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  names  of  school  commissioners,  and 
county  superintendents,  in  the  order  of  their  appointment  and 
election : 

H.  M.  Vandeveer,  appointed  May  10,  l^ioO;  John  AV.  Wheat,  elected  Aug. 
2,  1841;  Thos.  S.  Le.achman,  Aug.  7,  1843;  Daniel  Miller,  Aug.  4,  1845; 
James  C.  Morrison,  Aug.  2.  1847;  James  C.  Morrison,  Xov.  G,  1849;  James 
C.  Morrison,  Nov.  4, 1851 ;  Richard  Sjjarks,  Xov.  8, 1853  ;  Je.sse  Hanon,  Nov. 
7,  18.55  ;  S.  S.  Cisna,  Nov.  3,  1857  ;  S.  S.  Cisna,  Xov.  -5,  1861  ;  James  A.  Ryan, 
Nov.  3,  18G3;  A.  McCaskill.  Nov.  7,  18G5;  W.  F.  Gorrell,  Xov.  2,  18G9;  R. 
W.  Orr,  Xov.  4,  1873  ;  R.  W.  Orr,  Xov.  0,  1877,  and  present  incumbent. 


superintendent  to  visit  each  of  the  schools  of  the  county  at  least 
once  in  each  year,  which  has  added  much  to  the  efficiency  of  their 
work. 

The  following  i<  a  \\<{  of  the  present  township  treasurers  in  the 
county. 

AV.  D.  Coflman,  T.  13,  X,  1  W;  A.  L.  Augur,  T.  15,  X,  1  W;  J.  B.  Gordon, 
T.  14,  X,  1  E;  George  AVree,  T.  IG,  X.  1  W;  Jolin  W.  Shake,  T.  12,  N,  3  W; 
Daniel  Waters,  T.  15,  N,  3  W;  John  Eldredge,  T.  14,  N,  4  W;  Iverson  Stokes, 
T.  14,  X,  3  W;  J.  C.  Clower,  T.  12,  N,  4  W;  John  Achinbach,  T.  13,  N,  3  W; 
Enoch  Flemming,  T.  12,  X,  2  W;  John  A.  Bridge,  T.  12,  X,  1  E;  James  .San- 
ford,  T.  11,  N,  3  AV;  C.  D.  Burdick,  T.  13,  N,  1  E;  A.  B.  Leeper,  T.  12,  X, 
1  \V;  Martin  Brown,  T.  11,  X,  4  AV;  P.  S.  Dodge,  T.  11,  X,  1  W;  O.  Z.  Hous- 
ley,  T.  15,  X,  2  AV;  J.  P.  AVeber,  T.  13,  X,  4  AV;  G.  I.  Ladd.  T.  11,  X,  1  E; 
V.  E.  Foy,  T.  1.3,  X,  2  AV;  John  AV.  Miller,  T.  11,  X,  2  AV;  J.  F.  Bauer,  T.  14, 
X.  2  AV;  Henry  Kirk,  T.  11,  X.  2  W. 

In  a  few  of  the  above  townships,  where  they  are  situated  in  two 
counties,  the  treasurers  reside  in  that  part  of  the  township  lying 
outside  of  Christian  county. 

Thus  I  have  briefly  sketched  the  history  of  the  schools  of  Chris- 
tian county.  Supplied  as  the  county  now  is  with  excellent  and 
well  furnished  school-buildings,  thoroughly  trained  and  efficient 
teachers,  an  intelligent  and  liberal  class  of  citizens,  the  future  edu- 
cational prospects  of  the  county  are  bright  and  encouraging. 

The  improvement  in  school  furniture  has  kept  pace  with  the 
change  in  the  kind  of  school  houses.  Foremost  among  the  manu- 
facturers of  school,  office  and  church  furniture  of  the  United 
States  is  the  firm  of  A.  H.  Andrews  et  Co.,  19.3  and  111?  Wabash 
Avenue,  Chicago. 

For  the  benefit  of  patrons  of  this  work,  cuts  are  inserted  ex- 
hibiting more  clearly  than  words  can  express,  the  beauty,  conve- 
nitnce  md  dm  ibilit\  of  the  m  dein  -f-sk-.  of  ~cho  d  furnituie 


The  Board   of  Supervisors  has  already  authorized   tin 
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ONLY  FIFTEEN  IXCUES  FROM  THE  EYE  TO  THE    BOOK. 
"1  •■  shows  the  li.l  tiirnfd  up  for  tlie  B.ink-E.ascl. 


Simply  as  an  iudustrial  establishment,  the  manufttctory  of  A.  H. 
Andrews  &  Co.  is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  enterprising  in 
the  entire  west.  Their  names  have  literally  become  a  household 
Word,  not  only  (hroughout  the  length  ar.d  brcadtii  of  this  country, 
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but  also  in  many  foreign  lands,  wherever  comfort  in  the  school- 
room is  considered  a  necessary  adjunct  to  facilitate  study. 

The)'  have  done  much  for  the  cause  of  education  by  beautify- 
ing aud  renderiug  attractive  the  school-rooms  of  the  country,  and 
in  providing  for  tiie  physical  comfort  and  bodily  rest  of  the  pupils. 

In  this  special  field,  Mr.  A.  II.  Andrews,  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm,  has  always  been  an  enthusiast,  and  to-day  hundreds  of 
pupils  are  reaping  the  full  benefit  of  this  enthusiasm  ;  while  hun- 
dreds of  thousands,  who  have  finished  their  school  course,  look 
back  upon  the  school-rooms  furnished  with  luxuriously  easy  seats, 
convenient  and  comfortable  desks,  as  the  ploasant  accompaniments 
of  their  sehool-life,  that  it  will  always  be  a  joy  to  remember.  Aud 
the  house  of  A.  H.  Andrews  &  Co.  were  the  pioneers  in  this  elabo- 
rate and  beautiful  style  of  school-house  furniture.  That  they  have 
imitators  and  copyists  is  not  strange — business  success  in  anv  Hue 
will  always  attract  competition  and  attempted  imitation. 

THE  TuirMFii  scn(  oi  de>-k 

The  patent  dovetailed  "  Triumph  " 
desk  is  the  most  perfect  in  its  propor- 
tions, and  much  the  strongest  and  most 
endurable  school-desk  made.  The  seat 
and  back  are  so  curveil  as  to  enable 
the  pupil  to  maintain  an  erect  and 
healthful  posture,  and  to  perform  his 
work  with  ease  and  comfort  unknown 
in  the  use  of  chair-desks,  or  even  in 
the  most  of  the  folding-seat  desks.  By 
the  improved  method  of  construction, 
the  "  dovetail "  process,  and  the  use 
of  steel  wire  rods  inserted  into  the  slat- 
like continuous  dowels  (see  cut  of  desk 

in  process  of  setting  up),  a  degree  of  foi  dld  took  I(i\  locIvED 
firmness,  strength    and    durability   is 
obtained   that  is   not  equalled  or  ap- 
proached by  any  other  method,  and  which  more  than  doubles  its 
value. 

The  following  cut  illustrates  another  style  much  used.  The  seat 
and  back  is  the  same  as  described  above.  Tlie  end  of  the  desk  is 
open  instead  of  having  a  lid  as  the  "Triumph." 
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Boards  of  directors  or  persons  wishing  >eliool  or  otrici'  furniture 
may  be  sure  of  finding  what  tliey  need,  at  fair  prices,  at  the  great 
establishment  of  this  firm  in  Chicauo. 


CHAPTER    XIII. 

J'ATrJOTJSM    OF    THE    COVyTi'. 

EFORE  entering  into  detail  of  the  causes  and  results  of  the 
Black  Hawk  war,  we  give  our  readers  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  celebrated  warrior,  who  figured  so  conspicuously 
in  those  sanguinary  campaigns.  Macuta  Mahicatah, 
is  the  Indian  name  for  Black  Hawk.  He  was  born  in 
the  Sauk  village  in  the  year  17G7,  and  was  an  Indian  of  considera- 
ble talent  and  sagacity,  shrewd,  and  eloquent  in  council;  he,  how- 
ever, deported  himself  in  that  demure,  grave  and  formal  manner 
incident  to  almost  all  Indians.  It  is  said  he  possessed  a  mind  of 
more  than  ordinary  strength,  but  slow  and  plodding  in  its  operations. 
In  comparison  he  could  not  be  classed  with  the  great  Indian  char- 
acters, such  as  Philip,  Brant,  Logan,  Tecumseh,  and  such  illustri- 
ous men.  By  the  portraits  of  him  now  extant,  the  reader  of  char- 
acter will  readily  ob-scrve  in  his  large,  high  forehead  and  the  lines 
worn  by  care  in  his  face,  massive  jaws  and  compressed  lips,  a  char- 
acter indicative  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  His  ambition  was 
to  distinguish  himself  as  a  great  warrior;  yet  he  was  merciful  to 
the  weak,  the  women  and  children.  The  only  road  for  an  Indian 
tJ  distinguish  himself  and  become  a  great  man,  is  in  war.  So  soon 
as  he  kills  an  enemy  he  may  paint  on  his  blanket  a  bloody  hand, 
which  will  entitle  him  to  a  seat  in  the  councils,  In  1810  and  1811 
Black-Hawk  and  comrades  were  "  nursing  their  wrath  to  keep  it 
warm,"  against  the  whites.  A  party  of  Sacs,  by  invitation,  went  to 
see  the  prophet  at  Tippecanoe.  They  returned  more  angry  against 
tiie  Americans.  A  party  of  Winnebagoes  had  massacred  some 
whites,  which  excited  for  murder  the  Sao  band  headed  by  Black- 
Hawk.  A  part  of  his  band  and  some  Winnebagoes  attacked  Fort 
Madison  in  1811,  but  were  repulsed.  Black-Hawk  headed  the  Sacs 
in  this  attack. 

In  1812  emissaries  ffora  the  British  arrived  at  Rock  Island 
with  goods,  and  secured  Black-Hawk  with  five  hundred  warriors  to 
go  with  Col.  Dixon  to  Canada.  When  they  reached  Green  Bay 
there  were  assembled  there  bands  of  the  Ottowas,  Pottawatoraies, 
Wiufiebagoe?  ajul  Kickapoos,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Dixon. 
Black-Hawk  and  band  participated  in  the  battles  of  River  Raisin, 
the  Lower  Sandusky,  and  other  jilaces,  but  getting  dissatisfied  with 
the  hard  fighting  and  small  amount  of  spoils,  he,  and  twenty  com- 
rades, left  f(jr  the  Sauk  village  at  Rock  Islaijd,  where  he  remained 
fir  many  years  at  peace,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  battle  on  the 
Quiver  River  settlemeijt  in  SJissouri,  in  the  presents  limits  of  St. 
Charles  County,  where  one  white  man  and  an  Indian  were  killed. 
The  principal  cau.se  of  the  Indian  troubles  in  '31-'32,  better 
known  as  the  Black-Hawk  war,  was  the  iletermination  of  Black- 
Hawk  and  his  band  to  remain  in  their  ancient  village,  located  on 
Rock  River,  not  for  from  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi.  The  gov- 
ernment having  some  time  previous!}',  b_v  various  treaties,  purchas- 
ed the  village  aud  the  whole  country  from  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribe  of 
Indians,  had  some  of  these  lands  survcTcd,  and  in  1828  some  of  tlie 
lands  in  and  around  the  ancient  village  were  sold  ;  the  collision 
between  the  two  races  for  the  possession  of  the  property  produced 
the  first  disturbance  between  the  Indians  and  the  government. 
Seeing  that  war  was  iiiovitable  the  Governor  of  Illinois  made  a  call 
on  the  militia  of  the  State  for  seven  hundred  men  on  the  26th  of 
May,  1831,  and  appointed  Beardstown,  on  the  Illinois  river,  as  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  The  call  was  responded  to  with  that  prompt- 
ness characteristic  of  the  early  pioneers  of  this  State.  Their  habits 
of  life  were  such  that  all  were  familiar  with  the  rifle.  After  march- 
ing eight  days,  the  mounted  militia  reached  a  point  a  few  miles 
below    the  Sac  village  op  the  ^Mississippi,    where  they  joined  the 
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United  States  forces  under  Gen.  Gaines,  and  encamped  in  the  even- 
ing. The  next  morning  the  forces  marched  up  to  an  Indian  town 
prepared  to  give  the  eneni}'  battle  ;  but  in  the  night  the  Indian; 
bad  escaped  and  crossed  the  Mississippi.  This  ended  Bhiclv-Hawk's 
bravado  and  his  determination  to  die  iu  his  ancient  vilhige.  The 
number  of  warriors  under  his  command  was  estimated  at  from  four 
to  six  hundred  men.  Bhiclc-Hawk  and  liis  band  landed  on  tlie 
west  .side  of  the  Mississippi,  a  few  miles  below  Rock  Island  and  there 
camped.  "  Gen.  Gaines  sent  a  peremptory  order  to  him  and  his 
■warriors  that  if  he  and  his  men  did  not  come  to  Rock  Island  and 
make  a  treaty  of  peace,  he  would  niareb  his  troops  and  give  him 
battle  at  once.  *  *  *  *  In  a  few  days  Black-Hawk  and  the 
chiefs  and  head  men  to  the  number  of  twenty-eight,  appeared  in 
Fort  Armstrong,  and  on  the  30tb  of  June,  1831,  in  full  council  with 
Gen.  Gaines  and  Govern;jr  Ji>hn  Reynolds,  signed  a  treaty  of 
peace." 

THE    BLACK-II.^WK    WAR    I.V    1832. 

During  the  winter  of  '31-'32  rumors  were  rife  that  Black-Hawk 
and  his  band  were  dissatisfied,  restless,  and  preparing  for  mischief 
A  chief  of  the  Winnebago  Indians  who  had  a  village  on  Rock  river, 
some  thirty  miles  above  its  confluence  with  the  Mississippi,  joined 
Black-Hawk,  who  was  located  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Father  of 
Waters.  The  chief  had  great  influence  with  Black-Hawk  and  his 
band.  He  made  them  believe  that  all  the  tribes  on  Rock  river 
would  join  them,  and  that  together  they  could  bid  defiance  to  the 
whites.  By  this  unwise  counsel  Black-Hawk  resolved  to  re  cross 
the  river,  which  be  did  in  the  winter  of  1832.  That  move  proved 
to  be  their  destruction.  Through  his  influence  and  zeal  Blaek- 
Hawk  encouraged  many  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  to  join  him  at  tlie 
head  of  his  determined  warriors.  '  He  first  assembled  them  at  old 
Fort  Madison  on  the  Mississippi ;  subsequent! \%  marched  them  up 
the  river  to  the  Yellow  Banks,  where  he  pitched  his  tent  April  6th, 
1832.  This  armed  array  of  savages  soon  alarmed  the  settlers,  and 
a  general  panic  spread  through  the  whole  frontier,  from  the  Missis- 
sippi to  Lake  Michigan.  Many  settlers  in  terror  abandoned  their 
homes  and  farms,  and  the  Governor  decided,  on  the  16th  of  April, 
to  call  out  a  large  number  of  volunteers  to  operate  in  conjunction 
with  Gen.  Atkinson,  who  was  in  command  of  the  regular  forces  at 
Rock  Island.  The  Governor  ordered  the  troops  to  rendezvous  at 
Beardbtown  on  the  22d  of  April. 

Among  those  who  enlisted  from  Christian  count}',  were  Samuel 
Wvdick,  John  S.  Sinuet,  Martin  Hanon,  Jake  Gragg,  Jesse  Gragg, 
John  Baker.  Shadrack  J.  Campbell  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812,  and  also  was  a  volunteer  in  the  Black-Hawk  war,  in  the 
campaign  of  1832. 

The  force  marched  to  the  mouth  of  Rock  river,  where  Gen. 
Atkinson  received  the  volunteers  into  the  United  States  service  and 
assumed  command.  Black-Hawk  and  his  warriors  were  still  up  on 
the  Rock  river. 

The  army  under  Atkinson  commenced  its  march  up  the  river  on 
the  9th  of  May.  Gov.  Reynolds,  the  gallant  "Old  Ranger," 
remained  with  the  array,  and  the  President  recognized  him  as  a 
Major-General,  and  he  was  paid  accordingl)'.  His  presence  did 
much  toward  harmonizing  and  conciliating  those  jealousies  which 
generally  exist  between  volunteers  and  regular  troops.  Major  John 
A.  Wakefield  and  Col.  Ewing  acted  as  spies  for  a  time  in  the  cam- 
paign of  '32,  to  discover  the  location  of  the  enemy,  if  possible.  A 
Mr.  Kinney  acted  as  guide  for  them;  he  understood  the  Sac  dialect. 
On  the  14th  of  May,  1832,  Major  Stillman's  command  had  a  sort 
of  running  battle  with  the  Indians  at  or  near  what  is  now  known 
as  Stillman's   Run,  a  small,  sluggish  stream  ;   in  the   engagement 


eleven  white  men  and  eight  Indians  were  killed.  Black-Hawk  and 
his  warriors  fought  with  the  spirit  born  of  desperation.  Black- 
Hawk  says  in  his  book  that  he  tried  at  Stillman's  Run  to  call  back 
his  warriors,  as  ho  thouglit  the  whites  were  making  a  sham  retreat 
in  order  to  draw  him  into  an  ambuscade  of  the  whole  army  under 
Gen.  Whiteside.  The  hasty  retreat  and  rout  of  Stillman  and  his 
army,  was  in  a  measure  demoralizing  to  the  entire  force  ;  undoubt- 
edly the  cause  of  the  defeat  was  a  lack  of  discipline.  When  Gov. 
Reynolds  learned  of  the  disaster  of  Major  Stillman,  he  at  once 
ordered  out  two  thousand  additional  voluutiers.  With  that  promp- 
titude characteristic  of  the  old  "  War  Governor,"  he  wrote  out  by 
candle-light  on  ths  evening  of  Stillman's  defeat,  the  order  for  the 
additional  troops,  and  by  daylight  dispatched  John  Ewing,  Robert 
Blackwell  and  John  A.  Wakefield,  to  distribute  the  order  to  the 
various  counties.  The  volunteers  again  promptly  responded.  On  the 
10th  of  July  the  army  disbanded  for  want  of  provisions.  Gen. 
Scott  arrived  soon  after  with  a  large  force  at  the  post  of  Chicago, 
to  effect  if  possible  a  treaty  with  the  Indians.  Small  d.'taehments 
of  Black-Hawk's  warriors  would  persistently  hang  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  main  body  of  the  army,  thieve  and  plunder,  and  pounce  upon 
and  kill  the  lonely  sentinel  or  straggling  soldier.  On  the  loth  of 
July,  the  soldiers  were  reviewed,  and  those  incapable  of  duty  were 
discharged  and  returned  home.  Poquette,  a  half  breed,  and  a 
Winnebago  chief,  the  "  White  Pawnee,"  were  selected  for  guides  to 
the  camp  of  Black-Hawk  and  band.  Several  battles  and  skirmishes 
occurred  with  the  enemy,  the  principal  of  which  was  on  the  banks 
of  the  jNIississippi,  where  the  warriors  fought  with  great  desperation  ; 
over  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  killed  in  the  engagement  and  large 
numbers  drowned  in  attempting  to  swim  the  river.  After  the  battle 
the  volunteers  were  marched  to  Dixon,  where  they  were  discharged. 
This  ended  the  campaign  and  the  Black-Hawk  war.  At  the  battle 
of  the  Bad  Axe,.  Black-Hawk  and  some  of  his  warriors  escaped  the 
Americans,  and  went  up  the  Wisconsin  River,  but  subsequently 
surrendered  himself  Fort  Armstrong  on  Rock  Island,  was  the 
place  appointed  where  a  treaty  would  be  made  with  the  Indians, 
but  before  it  was  efl^ected  that  dreadful  scourge,  the  cholera  of  '22, 
visited  not  only  the  regular  army,  depleting  its  ranks  far  more 
rapidly  than  the  balls  of  the  Indians  had  done,  but  it  also  sought 
out  its  many  victims  in  the  dusky  bands  of  the  Black-Hawk  tribe. 
On  the  15th  September,  1832,  a  treaty  was  made  with  the  Winne- 
bago Indians.  They  sold  out  all  their  lands  in  Illinois  and  all 
south  of  the  Wisconsin  River  and  west  of  Green  Bay,  and  the  gov- 
ernment gave  them  a  large  district  of  country  west  of  the  Jlissis- 
sippi  and  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  seven  years,  besides  pro- 
viding free  schools  for  their  children  for  twenty  years,  oxen,  agri- 
cultural implements,  etc.,  etc. 

September  21st,  1832,  a  treaty  was  made  with  the  Sac  and  Fox 
tribes,  on  which  they  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  tract  of  country 
out  of  which  a  few  years  afterwards  the  State  of  Iowa  was  formed. 
In  consideration  of  the  above  cession  of  lands,  the  government  gave 
them  an  annuity  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  thirty  years,  fortv 
kegs  of  tobacco  and  forty  barrels  of  salt,  more  gun-smiths, 
blacksmith  shop,  etc.,  etc.,  six  thousand  bushels  of  corn  for  imme- 
diate su])port,  mostly  intended  for  the  Black-Hawk  band. 

The  treaties  above  mentioned  terminated  favorably,  and  the  se- 
curity resulting  therefrom  gave  a  new  anil  rapid  impetus  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  state,  and  now  enterprising  towns  and  villages, 
and  beautiful  farms  adorn  the  rich  and  alluvial  prairies  that  be- 
fore were  only  desecrated   by  the  wild   liauds  who  inhabited  them. 

THE    MEXICAN    WAR. 

In  the  war  with  Mexico  in  1846-47,  Illinois  furnished  six  regi- 
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ments  of  men  as  follows:  First  regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  John 
J.  Hardin;  Second  regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  AVilliam  II.  IJis- 
.«ell ;  Third  regiment,  comnjanded  by  Col.  Ferris  Foinian  ;  Fmnlh 
regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  Edward  D.  Baker;  Fifth  regiment, 
commanded  by  Col.  James  Collins;  Sixth  regiment,  commanded  by 
Col.  Edward  W.  Newby. 

As  the  records  have  not  yet  been  transcribed  from  the  War  Dc- 
]]artment  at  Wasliiiigton,  we  have  had  to  rely  solely  on  tlie  facts 
furnished  by  th(jse  now  living  in  the  county  who  served  in  the 
war. 

This  county  had  no  regular  organization  in  that  war,  but  had 
.several  volunteers,  wlio  enlisted  in  other  regiments.  A  coin]iauy 
was  raised  and  re]ii)rted  by  its  captain,  H.  M.  Vandevecr,  but  it 
was  nut  acceiited,  as  tlie  comjianies  and  regiments  were  all  organ- 
ized. Several  of  her  suns,  however,  entered  the  ranks  and  did  good 
service  for  their  country  in  heliiing  forward  the  cause  in  which  they 
W(re  enlisted.  II.  M.  Vandevecr  became  assistant  quartermaster, 
with  the  rank  of  captain.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  on 
Gen.  Wool's  stafl',  and  bore  Gen.  Taylor's  famous  dispatch,  "  A 
little  more  grajie,  Cajit.  Biagg."  Among  those  who  went  to  that 
war  from  this  county  (ami  some  others  who  are  now  residents  of 
this  county),  n}ay  be  mentioned  Dial  Davis,  John  Sanders,  and 
Wesley  White,  who  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  regiment,  company  C, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Isaac  C.  Pugh  ;  George  Hurudrtli,  enlisted  in 
company  A,  same  regiment;  Christoplier  C.  Holiicr,  enlisted  in 
company  E,  Fourth  regiment  ;  Henry  Sanders  and  J.  W.  Wise  in 
Capt.  Roberts'  company;  A.  P.  Miller,  enlisted  in  Ca])t.  Hurt's 
company;  others  were  Reuben  Wilkinson,  Joseph  Wy<li(  k,  Ibnry 
Sharp,  John  Sharj),  Fletcher  Haines,  James  C.  Clui.-tian,  Henry 
Ferguson,  John  Craig. 

THE    WAH    FOR    THE    UNIOX. 
FROM    UAT.l,    BY   THE   LATE   BR.    CALVIN   OuUliy. 

The  war  of  the  rebellion  commenced  with  the  firing  on  Fort 
Sumter,  in  April,  1861  ;  and  ended  with  the  surrender  of  Gen. 
Lee  and  his  army  to  Gen.  Grant,  near  Richmond,  Va.,  on  the  9th 
of  April,  1865.  The  war  over,  at  once  the  reduction  of  the  army 
began.  Illinois  had  in  the  field  1.56  regiments  of  infantry;  seven- 
teen regiments  of  cavalry;  and  two  regiments  of  light  artillery. 
The  total  aggregate  force  in  the  field  was,  in  infantry,  185,941; 
cavalry,  32,082 ;  artillery,  7,277— making  a  grand  total  of  225,300 
men.  Apprehensions  were  expressed  by  many  that  the  disband- 
ment  of  so  many  soldiers  among  the  people,  fre.sh  from  the  army, 
and  the  withdrawal  of  all  military  lestraiut  and  control  over  them, 
would  be  productive  of  disorder,  misrule  and  crime,  to  an  unpiecc- 
dented  degree  in  the  country.  But  time  has  shown  that  all  such 
anticipations  and  fears  were  groundless  ;  for  with  a  wonderful  ra- 
pidity, these  vast  armies  of  the  Union  melted  away  and  returned 
to  their  varied  peaceful  pursuits  in  civil  life;  and  the  "legions  that 
a  few  years  ago,  in  number,  in  solidity,  discipline  and  proof,  were 
without  antetype  in  the  world's  history,  may  to-day  be  found  in  the 
workshop,  at  the  bench,  in  the  bu.sy  marts  of  trade,  in  the  manu- 
factories, and  on  the  farm  ;  and  their  members  have  manifested  to 
the  world,  that  as  citizens  at  home,  they  know  as  well  how  to 
re.spect  the  nations  laws,  as  they  know  how  to  vindicate  them  in 
the  field  against  armed  rebellion  or  invading  furce-s." 


At  first  it  was  determined  to  rely  upon  the  spontaneous  move- 
ment of  the  people  to  furnisli  the  necessary  quotas  of  soldiers  by 
volunteering;  but  this  was  found  inadequate;  and  the  magnitude 
of  the  contest  made  it  necessary  to  resort  to  the  draft.     This  was 


very  unpopular  and  distasteful  to  the  people.  Every  appliance  was 
made  tn  evade  it.  Desertions  were  not  unfrequent.  But  the  strong 
arm  of  the  Government  enforced  the  measure.  The  draft  was 
based  on  the  census  of  1860.  Chri-stian  county  had  a  population  of 
10,475.  Several  enrollments  were  made.  The  first,  iu  1863,  showed 
a  force  of  2,155  persons  subject  to  military  duty  in  this  county  ;  a 
second  enrollment,  in  1864,  showed  2,512  men.  The  hitter  enroll- 
ment was  viewed  with  distrust,  and  looked  upon  as  excessive,  inas- 
much as  it  exhibited  a  marked  increase,  when,  during  the  same 
lime,  the  county  had  been  depleted  of  large  numbers  who  had 
alrtady  entered  the  service.  The  officers  in  charge  of  the  duty, 
acting  under  instructions,  took  in  all  classes,  between  the  ages  of  21 
and  45  ;  the  blind,  the  halt,  and  the  lame,  without  regard  to  their 
manifest  unfitness  for  military  duty;  thus  putting  them  to  unneces- 
sary trouble  and  expense  to  be  excu.sed.  A  revised  enrollment  was 
demanded  and  made  January  1st,  1865,  which  reduced  the  number 
to  1,532  men. 

Pre.sident  Lincoln  called  for  300,000  men,  October  18th,  1863  ; 
for  500,000,  February  1st,  1864;  for  200,000,  Jlarch  4th,  1864;  for 
500,000,  July  18th,  1864;  for  300,000,  December  19th,  1804— in 
all  1,800,000.  Illinois'  quota  177,747.  Christian  county's  quota 
1,449 — raised  by  volunteers  and  draft,  1,369 — leaving  a  deficit  of 
S(.),  w hen  the  war  clo.sed,  and  recruiting  cea.sed  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  under  date  of  April  13th,  1805. 

The  first  draft  was  ordered  to  be  made  Sept.  19th,  1864,  in  the 
several  |)recincts  in  the  county,  where  the  quota  had  not  been 
filled  by  volunteers.  Silas  Chadwick  and  James  M.  Crabb  were 
among  the  conscripted  from  the  Taylorville  Precinct.  Silas  Chad- 
wick was  killed  soon  after  at  the  battle  of  Franklin,  Tennessee, 
and  James  M  Crabb  furnished  a  substitute  at  a  cost  of  8500,  paid 
by  himself.  The  county  did  not  come  to  the  relief  of  those  first 
drafted,  but  reserved  its  charity  for  the  benefit  of  those  taken  in 
the  second  draft,  at  Jacksonville,  under  the  call  of  Dec.  19th,  1864. 
The  course  adopted  was  manifest  injustice  to  those  first  drafted. 
All  drafted  men,  in  the  county,  should  have  shared  alike  in  its 
benefits. 

The  quota  of  Christian  county,  under  the  call  of  Dec.  19th,  18G4, 
was  257,  apportioned  to  the  precincts  as  follows : 


SL'IJ.  DIST  S.       rRECIXCTS.  QUOTAS.  ] 

Nil.  19 liuckliart  38, 

"     2(J  SlOUlDgtOD IS. 


21. 


12. 


.Piina 

..Nortli  Fora 42 

..Tacusa  (as!,umptiun;  19, 

..RaseoionJ 9. 

-Lower  B^ar  Cretb     19. 


SUB.  DIST'S.       PItECISCTS.  QUOTAS. 

No.  2G Taylorville 61. 

"   27 Nevada 12. 

"   ii Upper  Rear  Creek  12. 

"    2J Lower  South  Fork  16. 


30  . 


L)cust., 


9. 


The  county  court,  in  sjiecial  session,  Feb.  20th,  1865,  adopted 
measures  looking  to  the  relief  of  the  257  conscripted  men  of  this 
county.  They  ordered  a  tax  of  82.50  on  the  one  hundred  dollars' 
worth  of  taxable  property  of  the  county,  and  directed  a  bounty  of 
8350  to  be  paid  to  any  volunteer  or  drafted  man  until  the  quota 
of  the  county  was  filled.  The  bonds  were  issued  in  March  payable 
in  one  year.  The  war  closed,  and  all  recruiting  was  ordered  by 
the  war  department  to  be  suspended  on  April  15th,  1865.  But 
149  bonds  had  been  issued,  aggregating  a  cost  to  the  county  of 
852,150,  and  interest,  $5,215.  The  public  mind  was  restive  about 
the  bonds.  The  county  court,  at  their  December  term,  1865,  ap- 
pointed H.  M.  Vaudeveer  and  Jas.  C.  Morrison  &  agents  to  exam- 
ine the  records,  and  ascertain  the  number  of  men  furnished  by  this 
county,  who  w'ould  legally  be  entitled  to  the  war  bonds.  When 
Richmond  fell  on  the  first  of  April,  1865,  not  a  bond  had  gone  out 
of  the  office  of  the  county  clerk.     Prominent  men   of  the  county 
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urged  the  withholding  of  the  bonds  for  a  few  days,  to  see  the  issue 
of  events.  But  it  was  not  heeded.  Those  in  charge  of  the  matter 
at  Jacksonville  managed,  in  the  course  of  ten  days,  to  throw  out 
149  war-bonds,  and  burden  the  county,  at  their  maturity,  with  a 
debt  of  $57,365.  These  agents  were  appointed  to  probe  the  matt(r 
to  its  bottom.  They  reported  to  the  court,  that  "  they  had  made 
some  progress  in  regard  to  the  number  of  bonds  issued,  but  they 
encountered  difficulties  at  Springfield,  as  Col.  Oakes  had  packed 
up  the  papers  to  send  to  the  war-department,  but  proffered  all  the 
aid  he  could  furnish  in  the  premises."  A  tax  was  levied  liy  the 
county  court,  and  the  bonds  paid  off  at  maturity  in  186G,  without 
the  citizens  seemingly  feeling  it. 

SOLDIIiRs'    AID    SOCIETY. 

A  society,  under  this  caption,  was  organized  by  the  ladies  of 
Taylorville.  Its  object  was  to  furnish  mittens,  socks  and  articles 
for  the  hospital,  for  the  use,  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  "sodger-boys 
gone  to  the  wars,"  from  this  portion  of  the  county.  Their  object 
was  laudable;  and  it  was  very  natural  for  a  mother's  heart  to  feel 
for  her  boy  as  the  cold,  bleak  days  of  whiter  began  to  approach. 
How  cold  would  be  his  hands  as  he  bore  his  musket  along  in  the 
weary  marches  of  the  day.  They  held  their  meetings  frequently, 
and  entered  on  their  work  with  commendable  zeal,  and  soon  had  a 
box  of  these  necessar)'  articles  prepared  and  sent  forward  to  the 
front.  The  "boys  in  blue"  were  then  camped  at  llolla.  Mo.,  and 
were  glad  to  think  they  were  held  in  dear  remembrance  at  home; 
but  the  U.  S.  Commissary  had  anticipated  the  ladies  in  furnishing 
these  comforts. 

The  officers  of  the  society  were  Mrs.  Dr.  Goudy,  President ;  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Anderson,  Vice  President ;  Mrs  Dr.  Rockwell,  Secretary ; 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Goodrich,  Treasurer;  and  Hattie  Goodrich,  Mrs.  Maj. 
Shumway  and  Mrs  Paden,  Directresses. 

FOURTEENTH    INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  organized  under  the  call  of  Maj'  15th,  1861, 
and  was  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  service  for  three  years  at  Jackson- 
ville, 111 ,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1861.  It  remained  at  Camp  Duncan, 
Jacksonville,  until  the  latter  part  of  June  for  instruction,  when  it 
moved  to  Quinc}',  and  thence  to  Missouri,  July  5th,  where  it  did 
good  service.  It  left  RoUa,  Mo.,  for  Jeffer.-!on  City,  under  Gen. 
Fremont,  on  his  memorable  campaign  to  Springfield,  Mo  ,  after 
Gen.  Price,  and  went  into  winter-quarters  at  Otterville.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1862,  it  was  ordered  to  Fort  Donaldson,  and  arrived  the 
day  after  its  surrender,  and  was  placed  in  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlburt's 
brigade.  Col.  Palmer  was  promoted  to  brjgadier-general,  and 
Major  Hall  was  made  colonel.  It  was  in  the  sanguinary  engage- 
ments  of  the  6th  and  7th  of  April,  1861,  when  the  regiment  first 
smelt  gunpowder  from  the  enemy.  Here  it  lost  half  its  number. 
The  colors  had  forty-two  bullet-holes  through  them,  which  attest 
the  dangers  and  gallantry  of  the  command.  It  was  in  the  last 
grand  charge,  in  the  advance,  led  by  Col.  Hall,  on  the  evening  of 
the  7th  of  April,  that  Ctou.  Veatch,  in  his  official  report,  says : 
"Col.  Hall,  of  the  14th  Illinois,  led  his  regiment  in  that  gallant 
charge  on  Monday  evening,  which  drove  the  enemy  beyimd  our 
lines,  and  closed  the  struggle  of  that  memorable  day." 

The  regiment  took  an  active  part  in  the  siege  of  Corinth.  After 
the  evacuation,  it  proceeded  to  Memphis,  and  thence  to  Bolivia, 
Tenn.  It  was  in  an  eight  hours'  fight  on  the  Hatchie  river,  and 
went  into  winter-quarters,  1862-3,  at  Lafayette,  Tenn.  Early  in 
the  spring  it  was  ordered  to  Vicksburg,  where  it  took  part  in  the 
siege  of  that  stronghold,  until  its  final  fall  on  the  4th  of  July,  1863. 
It  was  at  the  siege  of  Jackson,   IMiss.     In   .Vugust   it    moved   to 


Natchez,  and  from  thence,  across  the  swamps  of  northern  Louisiana 
to  Ilarrisonville,  on  the  Wachita  river;  captured  Fort  Beauregard, 
and  accompanied  Gen.  Sherman  on  his  raid  on  Meridian,  Miss. 
After  its  return,  a  large  portion  re-enlisted  as  veterans,  their  time 
b.nng  nearly  out.  The  veterans  were  furloughed,  and  many  re- 
turned home.  On  their  return  they  formed  part  of  the  army  in 
advance  on  Atlanta.  Here  the  14th  and  loth  Illinois,  who  were 
together  since  the  fall  of  1862,  sharers  of  each  other's  sorrows  and 
joys,  weary  marches  and  hi)norably-earued  laurels,  were  consoli- 
dated into  the 

14tii  and  15tii  Illinois  veteran  battalion. 

In  October,  1864,  rebel  Gen.  Hood  attacked  Gen.  Sherman's 
rear  forces,  guarding  the  railroad,  when  a  large  number  of  the  bat- 
talion were  killed,  and  the  nyijor  part  of  the  balance  were  taken 
prisoners  and  sent  to  Andersonville  prison.  Tho.se  who  escaped 
capture  were  mounted  and  acted  as  scouts  on  Gen.  Sherman's  grand 
march  through  Georgia  to  the  sea,  and  were  at  the  battle  of  Ben- 
touville,  N.  C. 

At  Goldsboro,  N.  C,  in  the  spring  of  1865,  the  battalion  organi- 
zation was  discontinued;  and  seven  one-year  companies,  new  re- 
cruits, were  assigned  March,  1865,  from  the  north  to  fill  up  the  two 
regiments.  Col.  Hall  was  again  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
14th  regiment.  It  was  in  the  grand  review  of  Sherman's  army  at 
Washington  City,  May  24th,  1865.  It  then  proceeded,  by  rail  and 
river,  to  Louisville,  Ky.;  thence,  by  river,  to  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas;  thence  marched  to  Fort  Kearney,  and  back.  It  was 
mustered  out  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  Sept.  16th,  18G5, 
arriving  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  Sept.  22d,  1865,  where  it  received 
final  payment  and  discharge.  The  commanding  officer  at  the  close 
of  service  was  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  Cyrus  Hall,  and  the  aggregate 
strength  since  organization  2,015. 

The  aggregate  number  of  men  who  belonged  to  the  14th  regi- 
ment was  1,980;  and  the  aggregate  mustered  out,  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, was  480. 

During  its  four  years  and  four  months  of  arduous  service,  the 
regiment  marched  4,490  miles,  traveled  by  rail  2,380  miles,  and 
by  river  4,490  miles — making  an  aggregate  of  11,300  miles. 

In  this  regiment  was  Company  H,  from  Christian  county,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Andrew  Simpson,  who  w;is  wounded  at  Pittsburg 
Landing,  in  the  battles  of  the  0th  and  7th  of  April,  1862 — and  in 
consequence  thereof,  resigned  October  4th,  1862.  This  company 
participated  in  all  the  hardships  and  battles  before  described. 

The  company  was  organized,  under  many  adverse  circumstances, 
after  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter.  It  was  then  styled  "  The  Christian 
Union  Guards." 

The  Independent  Press,  of  .-Vpril  lOtti,  ISGt,  s.iys  of  it:  "Immediately 
upon  the  receiptor  Gov.  Yatt-s'  proclamation,  calliug  out  six  regiments 
of  volunteers,  several  chivalric  young  men  of  Taylorville,  inspired  with 
patriotic  ardor,  promptly  set  about  formiug  a  light  infantry  corps;  and, 
upon  the  fact  becoming  known  about  town,  the  annexed  candidates  for 
martial  glory  came  forward  and  signed  the  muster  roll : 


Andrew  Simpson, 
Edward  Percy, 
John  Purbin  (Biscuit), 
Robert  E.  Doyle, 
John  McKc'uzie, 
D.  U   Jay, 


John  W.  rrartley, 
Silas  B.  Root, 
Reuben  A.  Beard, 
John  G.  Haines, 
A.  F.  Barnes. 


"Mr.  John  W.  Hartley  is  acting  as  a  recruiting  officer  during  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Simpson,  who  has  gone  to  Springfield,  to  see  Gov.  Yates 
on  matters  pertaining  to  the  organization  of  the  company.  On  Mr.  Simp- 
son's return,  Mr.  Hartley  assures  us  the  Light  Infantry  Corps  will  have  a 
'  grand  rally.'  " 
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One  of  tlic  men  wlio  signed  the  call  was  not  in  sympathy  with 
the  cause,  antl  probably  did  it  in  burlesque,  as  will  appear  from 
the  following  pulilished  in  the  Press  of  the  same  date: 

"  A  CAIiD  TO    THE   CUKISTIAN  rVBLIC." 

"Jl/c.  EiUlor :  To  put  mysulf  ri^ht  before  the  worUl,  I  deem  it  tlue 
alike  to  my  character  as  a  man,  and  my  standing  as  a  Democrat  and  a 
patriot,  to  state  that  I  signed  tlie  muster  roll  of  the  Light  Infantry  Com- 
pany, now  forming  at  Taylorville,  only  conditionally.  I  will  state  my 
conditions,  and  leave  it  to  impartial  posterity  to  pronounce  me  'sound 
upon  the  goose :' 

1st.  I  will  not  join  the  army  of  Coercion,  if  Dick  Yates  ArroiNTtj  the 
officers. 

2d.  I  will  join,  if  the  members  of  the  company  are  allowed  the  privi- 
lege of  electing  their  own  otlicers^company  and  regimental. 

3d.  I  will  continue  with  the  company,''  for  and  during  the  war'— pro- 
vided I  am  elected  Captain. 

4th.  If  I  am  not  elected  Captain  of  the  company,  111  see  '  the  Institu- 
tion' d— d  first,  before  I  budge  a  step  from  Taylorville.  I  have  no  idea 
of  setting  myself  up  as  a  target  to  be  shot  at,  for  the  insigniflcaully- 
contemplible  sum  ofgU  a  mouth,  rations  and  medical  attendauce  thrown 
In.     No,— Sir-ce,  Bob;— not  in  the  day  lime. 

R.  A.  Beard 

P.  S  — If  the  above  arrangement  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  my 
brave  companions  in  arms,  of  the  Taylorville  Ligtt  Infantry  Corps,  I 
shall  remain  at  home,  and  continue  as  usual,  to  build  houses  and  stairs 
— cheap  for  cash  or  country  produce  I  U   A.  B.'' 

Turjlonille,  April  10,  ISGl. 

Wliilst  this  chivalric  gentleman,  of  temporary  residence  in  Chris 
tian,  was  sending  forth  broadcast  this  ironical  patriotic  letter, 
tending  to  embarrass  Capt.  Simpson  in  his  recruiting  eftbrts,  on 
the  same  day,  a  class  of  his  way  of  thinking  were  shooting  down  a 
portion  of  a  ^lassachusetts  regiment  in  Baltimore,  on  their  way  to 
Washington  City,  to  protect  the  capitol  of  the  nation  from  seizure 
by  the  enemy. 

A  union  meeting  was  held  in  Pana,  April  22d,  1865,  at  which 
Ecv.  H.  R.  Lewis  presided,  and  addresses  were    made  by  J.  II. 


O'Conner,  Geo.  E.  Pease,  J.  E.  Sonthwick,  and  others.  A  series 
of  resolutions  were  passed  without  a  dissenting  voice.  The  Inde- 
])eiiilcnt  Press,  in  commenting  on  it,  sa^-s:  "The  fourth  smells 
strongly  of  gunpowder  and  subjugation."  It  further  says:  "John 
B.  Butler,  well  and  ilivorably  known  to  the  people  of  Christian, 
has  abandoned  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life,  donned  a  military 
attire,  and,  like  a  '  bowld  sojer  boy,'  as  he  is,  gone  off  to  the  wars, 
gaily  singing  as  he  went,  the  patriotic  old  ditty  of 

'  Come  all  ye  brave  Americans, 
I'd  have  you  for  to  know. 
That  for  to  flght  the  enemy, 
I'm  go  in' for  to  go!'" 

But  Capt.  Simpson  succeeded  in  raising  his  company,  composed 
of  12  officers  and  6.5  privates.  They  were  duly  organized  and 
ready  for  the  march  on  the  10th  of  May,  1861.  The  citizens  of 
Taylorville  gave  them  a  sumptuous  collation,  on  that  day,  at  the 
court-house.  On  that  occasion  the  ladies  were  more  than  soldiers, 
vieing  \vith  each  other  in  doing  honors  for  the  brave  boys. 
Speeches  were  made  by  H.  M.  Vandeveer,  C.  Goudy,  D.  T.  Moore, 
D.  E.  Hall,  and  \Vm.  Singer.  A  select  choir,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  A.  S.  Rockwell,  sang  the  beautiful  airs.  Star  Spangled 
Banner,  Red,  White  and  Blue,  AulJ  Lang  Syne,  on  the  court- 
house steps;  after  which  D.  T.  Jloore,  on  behalf  of  the  ladies,  pre- 
sented a  beautiful  Flag,  accompanied  with  a  neat  and  appropriate 
speech.  Maj.  D.  D.  Slmmway,  as  cxpre-ssive  of  his  good  wishes, 
presented  to  the  company  through  Cajjt.  Simpson,  $20  in  gold. 

The  company  marched  to  Pana  on  that  day  and  took  the  cars  on 
the  Central  railroad.  A  good  dinner  was  served  up  to  the  boys 
in  blue  at  Pana.  They  moved  by  rail  to  Decatur,  the  same  eve- 
ning, where  the)'  were  jammed  into  two  freight  cars,  and  rolled 
awa)'  to  Jacksonville.  The  company  was  mustered  into  service  on 
the  25th  of  May,  1861,  and  went  into  quarters  at  Camp  Duncan. 
The  boys  then  opened  the  "  mysterious  box  "  sent  ali.mg  with  the 
commissary  department,  filled  with  cake  and  other  nice  things. 
This  disposed  of,  the  company  gave  "  three  cheers  and  a  tiger  "  to 
the  ladies  of  Taylorville 


THE    14th  EEGIMKNT  ILLINOIS  VOLUNTEERS,  AS  SWORN  INTO  THE  IfNITED  STATES  SERVICE  AT  JACKSONVILLE,  ILL.,  MAY  2.5Tn,  18G1, 

FOR   THREE  YEARS. — JNO.  M.  PALMER,  Coloncl. 


Ml'STER-KOI.I.  OF  COMPANY  H, 
Andrew  Simpson,  Captain,  resigned  Ocl.  4,  i 
lohn  W.  HarUey,  ist  Lieut.,  resigned  May  2] 
Oliver  P.  Squiers,  2d  Lieut.,  promoted  Copta 
Z.  Fayson  Shuiuway,  1st  Serg't.,  prom'd  2d  a 

mustered  out  1864. 
James  \V.  Reed,  Sergeant,  drowned  Jul 


ustered  out  Oct.  31,  18O4. 


■  McKenzie,  Se: 
Edw.  W.  Percy,  Serge.int. 
Charles  Poleman.  Corporal, 
lohn  C.  Isbell.  Corporal. 
Eli.ts  C.  B.inning,  Corporal, 
lohn  Durbin  (Biscuit)  Corporal. 
Edwin  A.  Salter,  Corporal,  killed  at  Sliiloli,  Apr 
Robert  M.  Logan,  Cor.  drop'd  from  tlie  rolls,  Oc 
Geo.  M.  Lunison,  Corporal. 

Charlesworth  Powel,  wag'r.  prom.  1st  Lieul,  then 
Edgar  Chapman,  Musician. 
Morris  Rav.  Musician,  re-enlisted  as  veteran. 
Brawlev,  \Vm.  T.,  Private,  died  July  jo,  1S62. 
Belumer,  .\ndrew  U.,  Private. 
Baroff.  Uriah,  Private. 

Baldman,  Wm.  W.,  Private,  mustered  out  Oct.  : 
Bonds,  Christopher  C,  Private,  mustered  out  Oc 
B.tnk5lon,  John  D.,  Private. 
Bisbv,  Jani'cs  M.,  priv.,  re  enlisted  as  veteran  ;  dcs 
BlvtlK-,"\Vm.T.,  Private. 

.  C,  Pr.v.ile. 


1864. 


Barnes,  Aln 
Clark,  Chas 


.ond  F.,  Pi 

.  W.  W.,  Private. 

nry,  Private,  re-enlisted 


Private,  Pro.    Corp'l.,   killed   at 


nlisted  as  veteran. 


Drory,  William,  Private 
Elam,  ■William    Thomas 
Shiloh,  April  6,  1S62. 
East,  Cincinnatus,    Private. 
Freem.an,  Joseph,  Privaie. 
George,  William,  Private. 
George,  Lafayette,  Privaie. 
GiUon,  Owen,  Private. 
Hatchett,  Archibald,  Private. 
Hamel,  Christian  K.,  Private. 
Halford,  Benjamin  F.,  Privaie, 
Hatfield.  Harmon  H.,  Privaie. 
Higbee,  Henry  H.,  Private. 
Herst,  W.  lohn,  Privaie. 
J.\v,  Daniel  R.,  Private. 
Kelso,  James,  Private,  dischar| 
Log.'in,  Samuel,  Private, 
Lovejoy,  .Mfred,  Private. 
Loser,  Levi,  Private. 
McKenzie,  John,  Private. 
McKenzie,  'S.imuel,  commitlcd  su 
Meteer,  Thomas,  Private. 
Murjjby,  Cyrus,  Private. 
I  McCracken,  Lyttle,  Privaie,  Iransf'd  to  Inv.  Cor.  Ocl.  21, 
1863,  and  mustered  out  Oct.  25,  1S64. 
Malony,  Edmond,  Privaie. 
Osborn,  Jefferson,  Private. 

Parrith,  Eli,  Private,  discharged  Oct.  13,  1S62;  wounds. 
Polly,  Sil.as  H.,  Privaie.  rc-enlislcd  as  veteran. 
Ruby,  James  S.,  Private,  drop'd  from  rolls  Ocl.  29,  1862. 
Rush,  Cyrus,    Private,  tr'fd  to    Inv.  Corps  M.  C,  May  25, 


May  19,  1S63. 


Root,  Silas  B.,  Private. 

Shepherd,  Corwin,  Private,  discharged  Sept. 
Stewart,  Jaiiu-s  M  .  Private,  re-elected  as  velerat 
Slephensl   Wm.    O.,  Private,   discharged   Sept. 


1  Andersonville  Prison,  Oct. 


Ru 


Mo 


Private. 


Stine,  Absalom,  Private,  d 

2,    lS64.     No.  of  grave.  10  828. 
Scelover,  ChaHes   Private,  killed   at   Shiloh,  April   6, 
Taylor,  Albert  B.,  Priv.ate. 
Thompson,  Alexander,  Private. 
Tetlriek,  Charies  B.,  Private. 
Truster,  Franklin  M..  Privaie. 
Weslbrooks,  Alfred,  Privaie. 
Westbrooks.  Ridlev,  Private. 
Branch,  Edward,  Recruit. 
Bartley.  Simon,  Recruit. 
Burris,  Robert.  Recruit. 
Conner,  Paul,  Recruit. 
Holston,  Recruit. 

Meeter,  John.  Recruit,  see  Co,  .\.  veteran  ballalion. 
McCracken,  John,   Recruit. 
McLaughlin," David,  Recruit. 
Mansfield,  .\nthony,  Recruit,  died  Sept.,  1862. 
.Miller,  lerry,  Recruit. 
McKen'zie,  Jesse,  Recruit,  Ira 
Persinger,  Mathew,  Recruit. 
Rulledge,  Isaac,    Recruit,  tr.i 

Aug.  28,  l86r. 
Sweet,  Sidney,  Recruit,   deserted  June  25,    i 

battalion. 
Sweat,  Edward,  Recruit,  deserted   June  26,  i 
Rav,    Morns,  Recruit,    Fife    M.ijor   in    14th 

Infantry. 


from 


Ocl.  21, 1S63. 


■organized 
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FORTV-FIRST  INFANTRY  REGIMEST. 

Company  G.,  of  this  regiment,  Francis  M.  Long,  eaptain,  was  from 
Christian  county.  The  officers  of  the  regiment  were :  Isaac  C. 
Pugh,  of  Decatur,  Colonel ;  Ansel  Tupper,  of  Decatur,  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  killed  at  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  April  Gth,  1802. 
Capt.  Francis  M.  Long,  of  Taylorville,  promoted  JIajor,  and  killed 
in  action,  near  Jackson,  Jliss.,  July  I'ith,  1863.  William  C.  B. 
Gillespie,  of  Grove  City,  in  this  county.  Adjutant  from  Jlarch  17, 
1862,  till  his  time  expired,  August  20,  1864.  John  Baughman,  of 
Christian  count_v,  Quartermaster  from  September  4th,  1863,  till 
his  time  expired,  August  20th,  1864. 

This  regiment  was  organized  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
"War,  in  July,  1861,  at  Decatur,  111.,  on  the  9th  of  August,  18G1. 
August  7th,  Captain  Long's  company,  with  the  regiment,  moved  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo.;  the  29th,  moved  to  Bird's  Point,  JIo.,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  Gen.  Prentiss  ;  Sept.  8th,  moved  to 
Paducah,  Ky.  Assigned  to  Gen.  C.  F.  Smith's  command,  Nov.  6, 
1861,  marched  to  Jlelbourne  and  returned  ;  to  Lovolettsville,  and 
returned  Nov.  19th,  1861  ;  to  Crown  Point,  and  returned  Dec.  31, 
1861. 

Three  members  of  Company  G  died  at  Paducah,  Ky.;  Corporal 
AVni.  M.  Petty,  Oct.  13th,  1861,  of  typhoid  fever,  wa-s  brought 
home  and  buried,  on  Bear  creek,  aged  23  years.  Private,  John 
M.  Jordan,  of  the  same  company,  died  of  mea.sles,  Dec.  22d,  18G1  • 
deceased  were  two  of  the  five  who  volunteered  from  Bear  creek ;  Jor- 
dan was  buried  at  Paducah,  Ky.  Geo.  B.  Ryan,  of  Taylorville,  died 
at  Paducah,  K3'.,  April  .5,  1862,  was  brought  home  and  now  sleeps 
close  to  his  captain,  in  the  Oak  Hill  Cemetery,  near  Taylorville. 

February  5th,  1862,  the  regiment  took  up  its  march  for  active 
service  to  Fort  Henry,  and  on  the  11th  marclied  to  Fort  Donel- 
son,  and  was  engaged  in  the  siege  under  Col.  McArthur,  on  the 
13th,  14th  and  1.5th  days  of  February,  1862.  None  of  Company  G 
were  killed  in  this  fight,  and  onl}'  eight  wounded.  Their  nanies 
were:  Ben.  L.  Bowles,  of  Rosemond,  in  his  leg;  Curtis  Kimmer- 
inan,  of  Bear  creek,  in  the  leg ;  Sergeant  Robert  W.  Hopper,  of 
Buckeye  Prairie,  in  foot ;  James  Brown,  of  Taylorville,  in  finger, 
and  the  others  slightly.  Fort  Donelson  surrendered  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th  of  February,  1862. 

The  regiment,  immediately  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Donel- 
son, moved  up  the  Tenne.ssee  river.  The  following  letter  from  J.  B. 
Young,  a  private  in  Co.  G,  under  date  of  March  26th,  1862,  to  a 
friend  in  this  county,  we  take  from  the  Indcpciuhiit  Press: 

"We  are  now  encamped  witbin  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Pittsburg,  Tenn., 
near  the  lines  of  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  .Alabama.  Tliere  are  about 
100,000  men  here  in  the  heart  of  '  Dixie,"  ready  to  move  at  au  hour's  notice 
upon  the  enemy.  The  Confederates  are  fortitied,  about  80,000  ^t^ong,  at 
Corinth,  twenty  miles  west  of  us.  If  they  do  not  evacuate  their  position 
soon,  you  will  perhaps  hear  of  a  battle,  compared  with  which  that  of 
Fort  Donelson  was  child's  play.  When  200  000  men  meet  in  conflict, 
'somebody  will  get  hurt.'  Our  course  in  all  probability  will  be  west- 
ward to  the  city  of  Memphis.  This,  however,  is  but  the  speculation  of  a 
'high  private,'  in  Uncle  Sim's  Army— reir  rank.  The  boys,  from  ex- 
posure to  wet,  fatigue,  hard  crackers  and  bacon,  are  not  in  as  good  trim 
for  the  fray  as  might  be  desired.  But  the  warm  spring  weather  and  the 
forwardness  of  vegetation,  (for  the  peach  trees  have  been  in  full  blos- 
som for  the  past  ten  days,  and  the  May  apple  nearly  reiidy  to  bloom,)  is 
iuvigorating,  and  the  health  of  the  troops  shows  a  marked  improvement 
since  we  lauded  at  this  point.  We  were  uine  days  aboard  the  steamboats, 
exposed  to  drenching  rains  most  of  the  time.  There  were  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  steamboats  of  the  largest  class  in  the  line,  conveying  the 
troops  and  military  stores  up  the  river— the  41st  lifgimenl  and  Co.  G 
among  the  number.  The  country  is  rolling  and  heavily  timbered.  In 
the  valleys  and  bottoms  there  are  cane  brakes  and  cypress  swamps. 

On  the  2tth  Gen.  Buell's  division  of  the  army,  from  Cumberland  Gap, 
by  the  way  of  Nashville,  formed  a  junction  with  Gen.  Grant's  forces,  at 


Savannah,  fifteen  miles  below  us,  on  the  Tennessee  river.  If  we  succeed 
in  taking  Island  No.  10,  in  the  Mississippi,  which  we  will  most  likely, 
Corinth  will  be  evacuated  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  Fort  Kan- 
dolph  and  Memphis,  •  we  shall  see  what  we  shall  see.' 

The  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  or  Shiloh,  as  named  in  official 
reports,  was  fought  lui  Sunday  and  Monday,  April  6th  and  7th, 
1862.  It  was  a  long  and  desperate  conflict.  Lieut.  Jiui.  B.  Butler, 
of  Co.  G.,  correspondent  of  the  J((rff/7e;irfc»/  I'rct^s,  of  Taylorville, 
gives  the  following  graphic  account  of  the  two  days'  battle: 

Gen.  Grant  has  been  concentrating  his  forces  at  this  port  for  the  last 
four  weeks,  preparatory  to  an  advance  upon  the  enemy's  strong  hold  at 
Corinth,  Miss.  We  were  only  waiting  a  junction  with  the  troops  under 
Gen.  Buell  to  commence  the  march.  The  enemy,  reported  130  000  strong, 
endeavored  to  cut  us  utf  before  Gen.  Buell's  arrival,  an<!  thereby  command 
the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  river— give  his  troops  the  spirit  and 
eclat,  of  a  victory— cheer  and  encourage  the  despondency  of  the  enemy, 
replenish  their  exhausted  ordnance  and  commissary  stores,  and  tight 
Gen.  Buell  at  their  lei>ure.  They  have  been  signally  disappointed; 
although  they  fought  like  devils  incarnate  for  thirty-six  hours. 

On  Sunday  morning,  about  four  o'clock,  the  enemy  drove  in  our  pick- 
ets, and  the  cannonading  commenced  with  round  shot,  shrapnel,  shells, 
and  other  projectiles,  grape,  canister,  etc.  The  enemy  in  force  were  in  the 
camps  almost  as  soou  as  were  the  pickets  themselves.  Here  began  scenes 
which  hardly  have  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  war.  Many,  particularly 
among  the  officers  of  the  army,  were  not  yet  out  of  their  beds ;  some 
were  dressing,  others  washing  and  cooking,  and  a  few  eating  their 
breakfast.  Many  guns  were  unloaded,  accoutrements  lying  pe'.l-meli, 
ammunition  was  ill-supplied — in  short  the  camps  were  (ompletely  sur- 
prised—and  taken  at  almost  every  possible  disadvantage. 

The  first  wild  cries  from  the  pickets  rushing  in,  and  the  few  scattering 
shots  that  preceded  their  arrival,  aroused  the  regiments  to  a  sense  of 
their  peril;  au  instant  afterward,  rattling  volleys  of  musketry  poured 
through  the  tents,  and  before  there  was  thought  or  preparation,  there 
came  rushing  through  the  woods,  with  Hues  of  battle,  sweeping  the 
whole  fronts  of  the  division  camps,  and  bending  down  on  either  llank, 
the  fine,  compact  columns  of  the  enemy. 

Into  the  just  aroused  camps  of  the  union  forces,  thronged  the  confed- 
erate regiments,  firing  sharp  volleys  as  they  came,  and  springing  forward 
upon  our  laggards  with  the  bayonet;  for  while  their  artillery,  already  In 
position,  was  tossing  shells  to  the  further  side  of  the  encampments, 
scores  were  shot  down,  as  they  were  running,  without  weapons,  hatless, 
coatless,  towards  the  river.  The  searching  bullets  found  other  poor  un- 
fortunates in  iheir  tents,  and  these,  unheeding  now,  they  slumbered, 
while  the  nuseen  foe  rushed  on  I  Others  fell,  as  they  were  disentangling 
themselves  from  the  flaps  that  formed  the  doors  to  their  tents  ;  others  as 
they  were  vainly  trying  to  impress  on  the  critically  exultant  enemies, 
their  readiness  to  surrender.  Officers  were  bayoneted  in  their  beds,  and 
left  for  dead,  who,  through  the  whole  two  days'  fearful  struggle,  lay  there 
gasping  in  their  agony,  and  on  Monday  evening  were  found  in  their  gore, 
inside  their  tents,  and  still  able  to  tell  the  tale. 

Thus  the  battle  raged  by  8  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  roar  of  mus- 
ketry and  rifles;  the  infernal  din  of  two  or  three  huudred  thousand 
small  arms  continued  all  day,  and  ceased  not  till  darkness  put  an  end  to 
the  strife.  We  halted  in  line  of  battle,  and  remained  there  during  the 
night,  notwithstanding  it  rained  torrents  throughout  the  latter  part  of  it. 
Col.  Pugh  commanded  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Fourth  Division.  Com- 
pany G,  with  the  41st  regiment,  in  the  ITourth  Division,  took  their  posi- 
tion in  line  of  battle  by  8  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  enemy  showed  himself,  and 
connuenced  firing  upon  our  battery,  which  replied  promptly,  and  for  two 
hours  they  kept  up  a  most  incessant  roar.  About  12  o'clock  our  battery 
changed  position  right  in  front  of  Co.  G,  of  41st  regiment,  Illinois  vol- 
unteers, and  for  fifteen  minutes  kept  up  a  brisk  fire;  but  the  enemy  dis- 
abled one  gun,  killed  several  gunners  and  horses,  when  the  battery 
retired.  This  had  drawn  the  grape  and  canister  upon  us,  aud  several 
men  were  killed  out  of  Co.  G — not  all,  however,  from  Christian  county — 
close  by  my  side  and  in  my  rear. 

Our  division  was  posted  near  the  left  wing  of  our  lines.  For  two  hours 
and  a  half  our  regiment  presented  the  appearance  of  a  young  volcano; 
nor  did  it  give  one  inch  of  ground  until  our  ammunition  was  exhausted, 
when  we  retired  behind  the  second  line,  refreshed  ourselves  with  water 
and  replenished  our  ammunition.     Lieut.  Col.  Tupper,  of  the  41st  regi- 
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mcnt,  Avfts  killed  early  in  the  action.  The  comniaiut  then  devolved  upon 
Maj.  Warner,  who  led  us  during  the  remainder  of  the  tight  on  Sunday 
afternoon. 

The  enemy  outflanked  us  on  the  left,  and  drove  us  in  until  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  when  one  or  two  brigades  of  Gen.  Buell's  command 
landed  from  the  boats,  and  a  masked  battery  of  heavy  guns  was  planted, 
which  opened  in  easy  range:  and  such  a  cannonading  from  that  time  till 
dark  was  never  excelled,  if  equalled,  in  modern  warfare.  The  enemy's 
batteries  were  silenced,  and  they  were  forced  to  retire  some  distance  for 
the  night. 

Gen.  Buells  forces  cnnlinued  landing  all  night,  and  taking  their  posi- 
tion in  the  field,  and  as  soon  as  daylight  made  its  appearance,  they 
"cried  havoc,  and  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war,"  and  kept  it  up  till  three  in 
the  afternoon  of  Monday,  when  the  enemy  broke  and  retreated  from  the 
field.  Col.  I'ugh's  brigade,  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of  the  fight,  were 
posted  in  support  of  the  right  wing,  and  here  it  was  that  the  heaviest 
fighting  was  done.  The  enemy  had  erected  breast-works  of  fallen  tim- 
ber, from  behind  which  they  kept  up  a  severe  firing  for  a  long  time,  but 
we  routed  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  In  fact  a  great  proportion 
of  the  fighting  in  the  afternoon  was  with  the  bayonet. 

Among  the  prisoners  were  several  officers  of  distinction:  and  among 
the  dead  were  the  bodies  of  Gen.  A.  Sidney  Johnson,  of  Virginia  fame, 
and  Gen.  Bragg,  of  battery  notoriety  at  Buena  Vista.  We  lost  many 
prisoners  on  Sunday,  at  the  commencement  of  the  battle.  The  enemy 
took  many  of  our  guns  on  the  first  day,  but  were  retaken  on  the  day  fol 
lowing,  together  with  forty  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday  after  the  battle  were  occupied  in  burying  the 
dead.  The  .!  .*tle  ground  was  covered,  more  or  less,  for  three  or  four 
miles  in  dial...:'  r,  with  dead  and  wounded  men  and  horses.  Some  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  miles  were  fought  over.  The  country  was  hilly  and  cut  up 
by  deep  ravines.  The  enemy  had  the  advantage  of  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  country,  of  its  geography  and  topography,  which  our  men  had  not, 
with  the  exception  of  the  commanding  generals. 

About  five  o'clock  of  the  first  day's  lighting,  when  we  were  marching 
to  the  right  wing,  to  take  position.  Gen.  Hurlburt  paid  the  4Ist  regiment 
a  very  high  compliment;  many  regiments  were  broken  and  in  confusion, 
and  the  General  seeing  us  all  in  ranks  in  line  of  battle,  called  out,  "  What 
regiment  is  this  ?"  "  41st  Illinois,"  was  the  response.  "  That  is  as  it  should 
be — the  41st  is  in  line !     I  expect  always  to  find  them  in  line  1" 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  Capt.  P.  M.  Long,  on  the 
8tli  of  April,  1862,  after  the  battle,  to  his  aged  father  in  Taylor- 
ville,  Illinois  : 

"Forty-six  of  my  company,  G,  went  into  the  fight;  and  sixteen  of  the 
number  were  killed  and  wounded.  The  names  of  the  killed  were  :  Geo. 
C.  Funk,  John  C.  Wright,  Wm.  J.Johnson,  Wm.  II.  Heady  and  Charles 
A.  Craimer.  The  wounded  were:  Capt  F.  M.  Long,  slightly  in  the  foot; 
Lieut.  John  \\.  Cox,  mortally,  in  the  right  thigh— died  April  Olh;  Capt. 
LeanderEast,  severely  in  the  right  shoulder;  Gabriel  JlclCenzie,  slightly, 
In  the  head:  Gabriel  C.  Bull,  seriously  in  the  back;  Wm.  L.  Miner, 
slightly  in  the  head;  George  Stanley,  slightly  in  tlie  face;  Geo.  Cahill, 
slightly  in  the  ear;  James  Brown,  slightly  in  the  breast;  Edmund  Wil- 
son, severe  wound  in  the  left  arm  and  bone  broken,  and  Wm.  J.  Sissom, 
flesh-wound  in  the  leg. 

"The  killed  fought  bravely  till  they  fell.  The  rest  of  my  men  went 
through  unharmed;  every  one  did  his  duty.  I  passed  over  the  battle- 
field the  next  morning  after  the  dreadful  contest,  and  such  a  sight  I 
never  beheld  before;  dead  men  are  lying  all  around  over  the  ground  for 
miles." 

After  the  battle  of  .Siiiloh,  the  regiment  was  next  engaged 
ia  the  siege  of  Corinth,  Miss.  July  6,  18()2,  marched  for  Mem- 
phis, via  Holly  Springs,  Lagrange  and  Grand  Junction;  ar- 
rived at  Gerniantown  2()th,  and  at  Memphis  21st  July,  where 
it  remained  till  the  6th  of  8eptcndjer,  and  then  marched  for  Boli- 
var, arriving  on  14th  of  .September ;  on  19th  marched  to  the  Grand 
Junction,  and  returned  October  4,  and  marched  to  Hatehic  river. 
On  the  5th  of  October,  1862,  was  reserved  during  the  battle  of 
Corinth.  On  6th  marched  to  Bolivar ;  on  7th  marched  from  Boli- 
var, arriving  at  Lagrange  Nov.  3d.  On  the  Cth  of  Kovember  in 
Col.  Pugli's  brigade;  moved  out  on  a  rceonnoisanee  to  Lamar  on 


8th,  and  Simorvillc  on  24th;  November  28,  1862,  again  marched 
to  Lamar  ;  on  29th  to  Holly  Springs ;  on  30th  to  AVaterford.  D,'- 
cember  10th,  1862,  to  Beaver  creek;  on  11th  to  Yocona  creek, 
passing  through  O.xford  and  crossing  the  Tallahatchie;  on  tlie  22d 
marched  froni  Yocona  to  Water  Valley,  and  returned  vki  Oxford, 
Beaver  creek,  Tallahatchie,  and  arrived  at  Holly  Springs,  Jainiary 
5th,  1863. 

The  41st  Kegiment  was  in  the  first  brigade.  Col  Pugh  ;  fourth 
division,  Brig.  Gen'l  Lauman  ;  right  wing,  Gen.  McPherson  ;  13th 
army  corp.s,  Maj.  Gen.  Grant.  The  regiment  went  into  camp  at 
Moscow,  Tenn.,  and  remained  until  March,  1863.  On  March  5th, 
1863,  ordered  to  Memphis,  Tenn  ,  where  it  arrived  on  the  10th. 
The  regiment  before  this  had  been  transferred  from  'ISth  army 
corps,  Maj.  Gen.  Grant,  to  16th  army  corps,  Maj.  Gen.  Hurlburt 
commanding. 

On  12fh  of  April,  1863,  proceeded  on  an  expedition  to  Hernando, 
Miss.  At  Cold  Water,  seven  miles  beyond  the  latter  jilace,  met 
the  enemy,  under  Gen.  Chalmers.  Here  the  41st  was  under  a 
heavy  skirmish  fire  for  about  seven  hours.  On  16th  returned  to 
Memphis.  Valentine  Hinkle,  of  company  G,  died  at  Memphis. 
April  28th,  1863,  moved  to  Vicksburg  ;  disembarked  at  Young's 
Point;  on  19th,  transferred  toGeu.  McClernand's  command.  Was 
engaged  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg. 

July  5,  1863,  moved  towards  Jackson,  Miss.  Engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Jackson.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  this  action  was  40 
killed  upon  the  field,  and  122  wounded.  Major  F.  M.  Long 
fell,  mortally  wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  his  men  into  action. 
This  great  .sacrifice  of  life  wa.s  by  a  mistaken  order  of  Gen.  Lau- 
mau's.  It  was  uncalled  for,  and  effected  nothing.  Among  the 
killed  were  Corp'l  Elijah  J.  Shirrell,  John  H.  AVilliams,  Wm.  B. 
Russell,  John  A.  Orr,  Wm.  N.  Robinson.  Names  of  the  wounded 
could  not  be  obtained.  After  this  disaster  the  regiment  returned 
to  Vicksburg  on  the  25th  of  July. 

Nov.  18th,  1863,  moved  to  Natchez,  Jliss.,  and  remained 
until  the  28th,  when  it  returned  to  Vicksburg.  Dec.  3d,  1863, 
marched  to  Big  Black  river,  where  it  remained  and  erected  winter 
C|uarters  ;  the  41st  regiment  being  in  1st  brigade,  Gen.  Thomas 
Kirby  Smith  ;  fourth  division.  Gen.  M.  M.  Crocker  ;  17th  army 
corps,  Maj.  Gen.  James  B.  McPherson  commanding  veterans  and 
recruits  of  the  41st  111.,  consolidated  with  the  53d  regiment. 

The  41st  mustered  out  August  20,  18G4,  at  Springfield,  111. 
Number  in  the  regiment  1,211. 

Such  is  a  brief  and  hasty  sketch  of  the  movements  of  the  41st 
Illinois  regiment,  in  which  was  company  G,  Capt.  F.  M.  Long,  from 
Christian  county. 

A  brief  account  of  the'  early  formation  of  this  company  and  the 
obstacles  it  had  to  enrnunter,  may  be  a  matter  of  interest.  Capt. 
F.  M.  Long,  on  his  own  motion,  commenced  recruiting  for  a  com- 
pany, iu  July,  1861,  to  be  attached  to  Col.  Pugh's  Regiment,  form- 
ing at  Decatur.     The  Independent  Press  sav's : 

"  A  meeting,  to  further  the  Interests  of  the  movement,  was  held  in  the 
Court-house,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  ifith  of  July,  ISfil.  Addresses  were 
made  by  Elder  A.  McCollum,  Capt.  Vandeveer,  and  Dr.  Goudy.  It  was 
stated  that  the  pay  would  be  liberal — 320  acres  of  land:  a  bounty  of 
§100,  besides  the  regular  wages  in  the  army.  The  boys  of  the  company 
styled  themselves  '  Uncle  Sam's  Nephews.'  Among  those  enlisting 
was  Samuel  Wydick,  an  old  settler  of  this  county,  and  81  years  old.  He 
reported  his  age  at  41,  and  p.assed  muster.  He  was  in  the  war  of  1S12; 
and  also  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  He  is  apparently  as  active  as  any  man 
in  the  company,  and  endured  the  hardships  incident  to  a  life  in  the  tented 
field,  with  as  much  spirit  as  most  of  his  younger  companions  in  arms. 
He  died  in  the  Hospital  at  St.  Louis,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1802.  Teace  to 
the  old  warrior's  ashes." 
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more  foiniliarlv  knowi 
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Of  Company  G,  of  the  41t^t  Kcgiment^of  IIU- 
„„i.  Volunteer.^  as  sworn  into  the  U.  S.  bervice, 
at  Decatur,  111 ,  Aug.  5th,  1861,  for  three  years  ■ 

Francis  M.  Long,  Captain,  promoted  Major. 
?S!.fi.'i^:^rS^'c:pSn:r;>.ireaAt,.^^rBe, 


,  Bibler,  James  H  ,  Private,  ""^'"f  ?"' ^':=;1% 'stt 
MUSTER    EOLL  !  Baugh man,  John,         "         P'°''"°"'^2T^IT^7  Jbl 

Of  Company  D.  SSd  Regiment  111.  Volunteers,   ^^^^        '       "^  ^  ^^  ^ 
n  a.s  the  "formal  Kt'gi- ■  Crawford,  H-- 


ment "  of  Teachers.     It  was  organizeda^  Can.p   Chu.-i^n.  John,  iT.^^.e 


...  _iedat  La  Gran 
G..  Private,  mubt 


TennH  July.  13.  ''^ 
;d  out 1864. 


inlisted  as  veteran. 


laldson,  Feb 

3;   accidenl.d  wounds. 

ib',  1862;    on  furlough. 

Druin,  Barney,  Priv.ate,  '""='>='''='^  °"' "^''f ;.,-°'  '     ^ 
■-    ;ker,  .Abraham,  Private,  re-enllsled  .as  ^eleran. 


,  '62,  at  Shiloh. 
xpired  Aug.  20,  iS 


To'hn  W.  Cox,  2d  Lieut.,  died  Ap 

-':™"e'Ha.?'er";'MS:""termexp.  Aug.  20,  ..o,. 
iTnXr,  "f  .;  Sergeant  di'scharged  January  29,  1863. 
W.  B.  Russell,  Seigeant. 

]^!iV,  "s^S^of^L  knir^I^^it^  ^^ss.  July  r2  't^      ,,„,g,  ^„.,.,„  ,.        .„,  . 
AndreiVBale;sCo?pl..diedNIen,phis,Tenn.,Apr^^^^^^  63.    ^llen,  Ephraim  G.,  Private. 
W,n  H  \Villia.;.s,  Corpl,  killed  lackson,  Miss.,  July  12,  63.    g^^,^^^  jj^„„_ 
T^hnc'voun"   Corpor.al,  re-cnlisledasvetcr.-in.  Compton,  Loui 

itbet'^-R.°E,"rnes.,c'orpora.,  ^^i^^^ov.^S    rB  .    d.sab    .  -        -. 

^^;„,  R  Russell  Corp,  prom.  Serg.,  killea  jui)  i^,  iu  j 
Wm'  MPetv  Corporal,  died  Paducah.  Ky  Oct.  13.  61. 
Thomas  Dolling,  M^usieian,  -f  "^^  ou.  April  20,  1.64. 
Brannon,    lohn.  Private,  re-enl.sted  as  veteran. 


ment"  ot  leaciiers.     xina.^-.g --'"•-      '■  clink,  Wiiiurm. 

Butler,lll ,  Aug.  15th,  18G1,  Charles  E.  Hovey,  Grand, ^Bei^.^^F^, 

Colonel.     Company   D.  was  made    up   in   the  ^^^   i,;,,    Henry,  dis.  Jan 

t^^Ln  part  0/  Christiatt  county,  hy  Henry  H.  D.ketson,  WilUam,  died  M 

..._;  JJ^SSllin.  promoted  M.or^nd  L-t.  O.;    ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
William  W.  Mason,  lstL,eut.;.erme.xp.red  .Aug   28,1804     Lnglish,.!^  _  

^^:;^-^a^.r?s^|9:,'^|^^s^fJ^-^^• 

Thos.  Mason,  Corporal,  killed  '^ ^^f- ^%^°\\'  .^o. 
lohn  Kuvkendall   Corpl,  woumled  ,  M,  U.  y'-'-^'-  " 
lonn  "^"^^^jij^^^^  VVag.iiier,  re-enlisted  as  veteran. 

re-enlisted  as  veteran. 

,5;  disability. 


1862 


o,  1864. 


Bowman,  Elias  F. 
Butt,  G.abriel  C, 
Butt,  Dias, 
Bowls,  Benjamin  L 
Brown,  James, 
CUawson,  John  D. 
Cheney,  Benj.  F, 
eptp 


'  died  at  Vicksburg.  July 
M.  O.Aug.  20,  1864;  V 


-enlisted  as 


unded. 


cha 


ed   Au 


^.^^ __jd  Nov.  29,  1863,  to  ae- 

nent  niomolion  as  2d  Lieutenant,  7*  La.  A   V 
Co"^ m   d"  Wnt  C,  Private,  discharged  for  disability. 
S;°"=     ■r'.-H  "       re-enlisted  as  veteran. 

r^P.  Venrv ""  "        d.seh.arged  Oct.  22,  1862. 

S"^*^^;    VVm    W  "       re.enlisted  as  veteran. 

S"'        V>erriek  ■'  "       discharged  April  6,  1863  ;  d.s. 

Fink  'Geo   c'  killed  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  April   6,  1802. 

ruheH  Geo  W  ,  Private,  discharged  Sept.  13,  1863.  . 

C  mhn'  EhSh  E.    Private,  M.  O.  Aug.  20, 1864  ;   wounded.         j^^, -,^  ,^j.,„_  Rec.  . 

grav,  AndSlln,  Private,  mustered  out,_  Aug.  20,  .864.  |  D,,bin   J°l"b  ^ied  at   liver  Statio 

gUSe  Wm' S:  Bl'^^te,  prom.  Commissary  Sergeant.  ;  g°^^X.^: "^^ult,  dis   M. 
Gillespie,  vvm.  v._.u.^_^^    jT,,,  on   T86a.  as  Serse.mt.  jod?nce,  Henry,  Recruit    mustered 


Chorndor,  Charles,  disb.  Sept.  4,  i 

g:H:::vJnh:n^^;^:;e.  d,ed  -..ron-on   Mc.   Dec.  X3,  'a:. 
Hawk!  John  I.,  died  at  St.  Louis,  Oct.  18,  1862. 
S=:=b.^;5;m.2.^e.B^k.^,.865. 

^rb^sinGeo.  W.,  Private,  di.  Oc.  3..  x362  .  disab.l.ty. 
Re-an,  Timothv,  Private,  re-enlisted  as  veteran. 
Simondson,  Thom.as,  Private  m,,,i,  ,,    ,S6- 

Smith,  Geo',  Private,  died  a,  St   Lou,     M^r    1  24,    8^^- 
'  Smith    Henrv,  Private,  discharged  Jan.  10,  1004  , 
S^  .    HenrC'  "         re-enbsted  as  veteran. 

Wa  ace,  Charles,  died  at  Ironton,   Mo      Nov  4.186'- 


Fle"tcher,'John  G 

Fowks,  George 

Grider,  jonalhan,,         " 

Goodnch,  John, 

Goodrich,  Chauncey  G.,  Pnv 

Henderson.  Charles,  Private 

H.ivoner,  Randolph, 

Hill,    loseph,  " 

Hopkins,  John  B.,         _^ 

H.irmon,  John, 

Humphrey,  lohn  D.,     " 

Harworlh,  George, 

Linder,   H 


iled 
mustered  out  .Aug.  20,  1864. 
died  lulv  22,  1S63;  wounds, 
dis.  Jan.'zo,  1 852.  ixb  Corpl. 
re  enlisted  as  veteran. 

Ue,  mustered  out  -Aug.  20,   64. 

mustered  out  Aug.  20,  1864. 

re-enlisted  as  veteran. 

mustered  out  Aug.  20,    1S64. 


,  Mo.,  April  22,  I 
8,  '65;  term  expii 


vjiucspic,  ..  "■.  -•-■.;         ^-      20,  1864.  as  S-^ 
SreVmfn:  Abram.'pn:^e,-disrOc;.  39.^:862  ;  d.sabdity. 
^oover,  Leona^,  Private,  ^^:^,^:^y^^C^L 

l^rdTin^  M    Priv  "e  died  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  Dec.  22    61. 
Jordan.jno.  iM.,  ■-  ,  Dec.  16.  1863  ,  disability. 

Jones,  James  J;-^"'^^^^:J\,"s;p,,  19,  '62     disabihty. 

Knott,  William  S.,  Private,  d"erled  bept.  13,  .861. 
Levanther,  Joseph,  Private,  mustered  ou,. Aug.    0^^864 

tliner,  Wm.  L„  Private,  -^^^^^^^^ ^^^:"''- 


"lolinson   Augustus  C,  Recruit.  r        t        ,«    tR/^- 

linier?  Charts,  died  at  Terre  Bonne   La    J--/^-^>^- 
Pheri^o   Napoleon  B.,  \  et.  Recruit    M.  O.  -^?^  ■  ^4,        a 
Pain  er   Hiram  H.,  Recruit,  ^L  O.  Nov.  24.  1805. 
S^aw   Montrnier;,  Recruit,  dis.  April  9. 1863  ;  disabihty. 
Th^mis    las    Vet    died  at  Terre  Bonne,  Sept.  17,  i8°4; 
Wald^;  ]os:;  kmed,  accident  N.O.  &  O.  R  R  .  Mar.  2,  65. 
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rc-enlisled  as  veteran. 
,  .    ,        n„„„,  diedat  Vicksburg,  June  4  64. 

Lo'ut  n^o^se^r.'john  H..  Private,  NL  a  Aug.  20  1864. 
Lawton   John.  Private,  nrustered  ou^  Aug^^20,  .S64. 

Mo%f;>   Cha'ries  "         l-ill=<l  at  Ft.  Donelson,  Feb.  15,  62. 
Miliar,  H.arrison,  Private,  re-enlisted  as  "I"™- 
McKaig,  Joh.i,  ■■       mustered  out  Aug.  20,  1864. 

^l1-tskv■^Char"es"• ''       discharged,  April  25.  .862  ;  died 
Ni^rv     lohn   Private,  died  at  Ft,  Donelson,  Feb.  .5.  62 
N  cS;  ^Tacob   PrivaJe,  discharged  J.T-7,  1862;  wounds. 
\  edci^f  n.as    Private,  died  at  Padu..,'      Ky..  Jan    l:,,  63. 
V  limes  L    Priv.ate   M.  O.  .Aug.  20,  1864,  as  Sergt. 

Os'bon,,-' lames.  Private,  --'-^f -' ^g;,:rSept"*,5  '63. 
Pitrick  Peter  Private.  tr.ans(.  to  Invald  Corps.  Sept.  i,,  oj. 
PUrick   Henry  L.,  Private,  re-enlisted  .as.veterau. 
P     .    W.lliim  R     Private,  deserted  Feb.  10,  1862. 

P      ;        n  In  '•  mustered  out  Aug.  20,  1864. 

■h'   "s'-M    tin  died  .at  Kiv>hville.  Tenn    Jan.  30,  .804. 

R  nsuni'er   lacob.  Private,  mustered  out  Aug.  20,  1864. 

S«;,  l^m:^•^^:Xva.e,  -uslered^out  Aug^20.  .864. 

s'vl'he'r.f  er^^n.  died  at  Fort  Sonaldson    March  3,  1863. 
Scott    Michigan  C,  Private,  mustered  out  Aug.  20,  1864. 
Sergeant,  Andrew  J.,     •■ 
■  ,  ?ri!S;  ^S^/Piivate^killeda,  Ft.  t^ne'- ■  F^^  .5.  :62. 
'  Wd.-ox  Geo.  Private  died  at  Memphis,  lenn,  April  26,  oj. 
Williams  Join  B.,  at  Annapolis.  Oct.  2.  '63  ;  was  prisoner. 
William.,  J     ^^^^^^,  p^,^_^^^  discharged  June  10,  18D2. 


,.. I  W.atbrooK,  josepn.  1 ...-_.-  —.-—  =  „  ,-'5,^, 

Of  Company:.,  41st  Regiment  111.  Volunteers.   Wiihelm John,  mustered^ou,  A  ^     4.^^_ 

Was  oroanized  in  Decatur,  iu  Colonel  Pugh's '  ^^-.  C^^^  ^.^^^^^  .^^„,,  ,„  co.B.  Veteran  Battalion. 


iiauga 


Peppers,  lohn  H.,  Private, 'V',',,^„  ,ra.  Was   oroamzea   in   j^ecaiui ,  ."    . o  ^hhk,  ,.......■■.,  • -- 

-'-C?;:«^SdiJ^S^l^iei]^^K.^^^ri,S.^ 

3ee.  William.    Private,   deserted^&pt.  28jBt.i,  an     ,        »  ,p,^j^   Company  was   recruited  ,  Goodrich,  John,      ' 

"'^"S""'     '  ,4      f  (•!,..;-      Harvvith.  George, 

•itMt  Auburn,  in  the  northern  part  ol  Clnis-  m,„„.,  H.,rns-m,  •■ 
uan  bounty,  in  the  month  of  July,  1861,  by  ^^,.er,  ^Jaxwel.  M.;; 
r'.inf    Beni   B.    Bacon.     This  company  was  in   ^i^^ard  Robert  W..  tr 

l_-.ipt,.    i3LliJ.  X.  Blankenship,    Robert   A 

the   same   regiment  with  tapt.    1.  Ji.   L.ong.   j^^^^^,^^,^^    Daniel.  Rec 
They  styled  themselves,  "Ml  Auburn  Tigers.      Hensiue- 

Benjamin  B   Bacon,  Captain,  resigned  ^'a^*  +  1862 
Francis  M.  Green.  Captain,  term  expired  Aug  20   1864. 
Benj.  R.  Panish,  is.  Lieut.,  -*'S"ed  Sep'.  28.  1862 
1  emder  Green,  ist  Lieut.,  term  expired  Aug   20,  1804- 
Philip  T  Frederick,  2d  Lieut.,  term  expired  Aug.  20,  1864 
William  Batterson,  ist  Sergeant,  died 
expired  March  11.  1803 


1862 


La  Gr, 


Rutledge,  vvuu.!'".    ' .-.  ^, 

,i,.r,i  into  liqth  regiment,  killed  at  Ch. >.....-  = 
Sn  th   Th\deus  T..  Private,  dis.  March  5,  1862,  as  Corp 
l™re;,  Theodore  F.,  Private,  Copl.  died  at  home  Sept. 
Snnlev   George,  Private,  mustered  out  Aug.  20,  1864. 
^U:"Augt'ius:?nv:^:fSeS-a.  veteran 
Wooley    David,  Priv.ate,  died  at  St.  Lotus,  March  19 
Wilson!    Edmund,   Private,    discharged    June    12 
WMrh   D  ivid  F    died  at  Mound  City,  April  15,  iSe 

^fdddb  Geo.  W    trans,-,  tolnvahd  Corrs,  Se^p,   X2   roo,    ,  ^  ^   Bacon   Cap,, 

Widock.  Samuel.  Private,  died  .at  St.  Louis,  Ap  11      ,  ,  ^    J^_,,    ^„..„   f.„„,,, 

^'^^'^'"ir  "/Pntr  rsLtdlf  .A^ug^  2o!f8t4, 

Brown,  James.  Veteran,  trans.  '°  ^^-^-^f  <\^-^' 4  "J^^B^ 
Cooper,  John  H..  Veteran,  transf.  to  Co  A.  \  ^'f"" ^''g 
Du°bin  William  W..  Veteran,  transf  to  Co.  .\  \  eterau  Bat, 
McKenzie,  Gabriel,  Veteran,  tr.insf.  to  Co   ■■^.  IJ' 

1  an-ley,  Charles,  Recruit,  dis.  June  21.  1862  ,  ^dis.at.iliiy. 

Whitton,  Thomas.  Recruit,  transf.  to  Co^  .A^    ve"e?an  Bat.    Barchell,  Jeremiah,  Private,  M.  O.,  Aug  20,  64, 
WiUi.ams,  James  R..  Recruit  tr.ansi.  I  a  '  Veteran  Bat.    Baughman,  John,  "       ,.,...,    ,„,;, 

Westlev,  William,  Recruit,  transi;.  '%''"■  '\^X''\l"^  ex-    Batterton.  Henry,  Priv.ite,  died  April  24.  1802 
loseph  Catherwood,  ist  Lieut.,  Co.  E.  4111  Ke„  .,  ,  ^  __^^^^^^  j_^.^^.    p^..^,^,. 

piled  Aug.  2I,l8fi4. 


Br^^m:Sfilf.er^SS?iS'n 

Benj    Biankenbaker,  Corporal,  N.O.  -Aug.  20   '864. 
Geo   C.  Baugh,  Corporal,  wounded  ;  promoted  ist  Sergt. 
ffiram  HoagUiid,  Corponal.  n',"='y'--'=f  o"'^-^"|- f   '^''^■ 
Marion  R.  Shade,  Corpor.al,  M.O.  Aug.  20, 1864. 
David  Crompton,  Cork  killed  at  Ft.  Do— 

1S61  ;  disb. 


.  M.  O. 


as  Corpl. 
„rpl. 


.{  to  Co   B.  Veteran  Bat. 

transf.    to   Co.   B.  X'eteran  B  it. 

.ec,u,t.tr.ansf.to  Co.  B.  Veteran  Ba.. 

:ruit,  transf.    to  Co.  B.  Veteran    Bai. 

lev'  Preslev  D  .  Recruit,  transf.  to  Co.  B.  A'eteran  B..t. 

Mille     Hen"   G.,  Recruit,  transf,  to   Co.   B.  Veteran  Bai. 

Ml^r' Maxwell  M.,  Recruit,  ^--""^'^^  as  %erar,   „ 

Miller,  Francis  M.,  Recruit,  trans.  ,0  Co.  B.  V-ter.in  Bat. 

^  letter,  written  just  after  the  battle  ot  1-ort 
Donelson,  by  a  private  in  Captain  Simpson's 
company,  referring  to  the  manner  in  whu  h 
some  of  our  Christian  county  boys  bore  them- 
..tlves  in  that  memorable  engagement,  states 
that  George  Funk  fought  like  a  hero;  Benj. 
Pi'late  stole  off  before  the  fight,  and  was  never 
'  seen  until  the  fort  was  surrendered.  Captain 
Bacon,  of  the  Mt.  Auburn  Company,  ran  like  a 
coward !  He  has  been  sent  home.  Lieut.  John 
Davis  (Job's  John)  had  command  of  his  com- 
pany, and  he  went  iu  with  a  Sharp's  rifle,  cooly 
giving  orders  to  his  men,  and  laughing  all  the 
time. 
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OKE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTEENTH  EECilMENT,  ILLINOIS  VOLUNTEEnS, 

GEN.  JESSE  H   MOORE,  ColuHcl  lit  Command. 

Cdiiipaiiy  A  of  tlii:<  regiment  w;is  iveruiLed  frmu  C'liri>tian  coiuitv 
by  Cajit.  J.  W.  Laiiluun  aii.l  (.tluiv,  at  Cauip  Ikitler,  Sejit.  loth, 
18G2.  The  regiment.  \va<  (irg;iiii/.eil  auil  sworn  intu  tlie  U.  S.  ser- 
vice, Sept.  lOtli,  IMiL'.  Ordered  int(i  tlie  field  en  tiie  4th  ()etiii)er, 
1862.  Itepcjrted  t.i  .MaJ.  Gen.  Wright,  at  t'ineinnati,  Uliio,  cm  tlie 
Cth  of  Oetuber,  and  on  the  same  day  crossed  the  river  into  Ky., 
•and  reported  to  tien.  A.  J.Snuth.  Marched  through  Ky.,  and  reach- 
ed Nashville,  Tenn.,  Feb.  lUth,  18U3.  The  regiment  moved  to  Tul- 
Lahoma,  aud  held  that  post  till  Sept.  5th.,  IStiS.  Sejit.  14th  by  a 
forced  march  across  the  Cumberland  mountains,  reached  Rossvillc, 
Ga.,  five  miles  south  of  Chattauooga.  Remained  four  <lays.  On  the 
18th  Sept.  1863,  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  extreme  lelt,  upon  the 
field  of  Chickamauga.  In  this  engagement  the  regiment  lost  six 
men.  Sept.  20th,  crossed  to  the  support  of  Gen  Thonuis,  en  the 
extreme  right,  leaving  camp  at  sunrise.  Engaged  the  enemy  on 
Thomas'  right  at  1  o'clock,  p.  m.,  with  Steadman's  division,  10th  reg- 
iment's reserve  corps.  After  a  most  fearful  struggle,  held  the  ground 
till  night.  Half  the  entire  command  was  cut  down.  Col  Jloore 
aud  his  regiment  were  commended  for  their  bravery  in  orders  It 
participated  in  all  the  engagements  around  Chattanooga  and  Mis- 
sion Ridge.  The  regiment  lost,  in  killed,  wounded  and  captured, 
in  the  campaign  around  Chattanooga,  in  the  full  of  1863,  about  235 
man  au.l  10  officers.  About  21st  of  February,  1864,  marched  with 
a  detachment  of  the  Army  of  the  Cund)erland,  under  Gen.  Palmer 
against  Dalton,  Ga.  Spent  ten  days  feeling  the  enemy,  and  return- 
ed to  camp,  near  Cleveland,  Tenn.  The  regiment  l(.)St  6  men.  Re- 
mained here  till  the  od  of  INIay,  when,  with  Gen.  Sherman's  grand 
army,  started  on  the  Atlanta  campaign.  The  115th  regiment  on 
the  7th  of  May,  led  the  charge  upon  Tunnel  Hill,  Ga.,  driving  the 
enemy  through  Buzzard  Roost  Gap.  The  15th  and  16th  of  May 
engaged  in  battle  at  Resaca,  Ga  ,  sustained  stubbornly  a  charge  up- 
on the  left  flank,  for  which  the  regiment  was  commended  in  orders. 
Lost  in  this  contest  about  thirty  men  and  officers. 

All  the  principal  engagements  of  the  military  division  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi were  inscribed,  by  orders,  upon  the  regimental  banner.  The 


regiment  lost  during  the'Atlanta  campaign,  about  100  men  When 
General  Sherman  marched  to  the  sea,  Cicn.  TlKJinas'  com- 
mand was  detaclied  and  ordered  to  Tennes.see,  to  watch  the  move- 
ments of  Gen.  Hi>od.  The  115th  regiment  was  with  this  force  iu 
the  seeon<l  brigade,  lirst  division,  fourth  army  corps.  The  regiment 
took  an  active  part  iu  the  engagements,  which,  in  November  and 
Decemlier,  1864,  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  Bragg's  old  veteran 
army,  known  as  the  "Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  and  then  command- 
ed by  confederate  Gen.  IIoocl.  The  l)riga<le  to  which  the  115th  Il- 
linois regiment  belonged  for  nearly  two  years,  without  material  al- 
teration, was  known  throughout  the  department  as  the  "  Iron  Bri- 
gade," and  was,  for  the  most  part,  up  to  the  23d  of  December,  1864, 
eomnuinded  by  Gen.  Walter  C.  Whitaker,  of  Ky.,  who  neglected 
no  opportunity  to  win  distinction  for  himself  and  his  command. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1864,  while  pursuing  Gen.  Hood,  in 
his  retreat  from  Nashville,  Col.  J.  H.  INIoore,  of  the  115th  Illinois 
regimenf,  took  command  of  this  splendid  brigade,  and  continued 
its  commander  till  it  was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  at  the  close 
of  the  war.  Col.  ]\Ioore  was  breveted  Brigadier  General  before 
leaving  the  army. 

Gen.  Hood  having  been  driven,  after  his  defeat  at  Na-shville, 
Tenn.,  with  the  remains  of  a  broken  army,  across  the  Tennessee,  the 
115th  regiment,  with  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  marched  to  Hunts- 
ville,  Ala.,  and  went  into  camp  on  the  5th  of  January,  1865. 
Marched  thence,  on  the  14th  of  ]March,  into  East  Tennes.see,  thence 
expecting  to  move  by  the  way  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  to  assist  in 
the  cajiture  of  Richmond.  But,  wdiile  in  the  vicinity  of  Greenville, 
Tenn.,  Richmond  fell,  and  Gen.  Lee  surrendered. 

The  regiment  then  moved  with  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  and 
went  into  camp  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  there  remained  until  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service,  June  11th,  1865.  Arrived  at  Camp  Butler, 
Ills.,  1865,  and  received  final  pay  and  discharge  June  23d, 
1865. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Company  A,  from  Christian  county  was 
engaged  in  many  hard-ibught  battles,  and  did  honor  to  itself 
aud  the  county  which  gave  it  birth.  Capt.  Hanon  and  Lieut.  J. 
B.  Gore  were  taken  prisoners. 


MU.STER    ROLL    OF    COMPANY    A. 

].  \V.  Lnpham.  Cipt  ,  prom.  M.ijor,  M.  O.  June  ll,  1865. 
'lesse  Haiioii.  Jr..  Cipuiin,  muslered  out  lime  11.  1865, 
Arthur  C.  B.iiilston,  1st  Lieut.,  resigned  Dec   30.  1862. 
Insepli  B   Gore,  ist  Lieut.,  mustered  out  June  11,  1365. 
William    F.  Gore.  M.  O.    June   11,  1865  "as    1st  SergeuiU. 
William  ].  Jones   Sergeant^  discharged  July.  1863. 
Sandfoid'G'.  H.immer,  Sergeant,  discharged  April  30.  1863. 
ICduard  \V.  P-iine,  Sergt  Iransf.  to  the  V.  R.  C.  M.iy  !,  '64 
William  'S'oung,  Corporal,  discharged  March  18,  1S63. 
Fei  din.uul  F.  Young,  died  Richmond.  Kv.,  Dec.  25,  1862. 
Hoiv.tio  N.  Keep,  Corpl.,  Sergt.died  Oct.  4.  1863.  wounds. 
David    1.  Denton,  Corporal,  mustered  out   June  11,  1S65. 
Kdwin  Voung,  •■  ■■  " 

l.imes  McSpates,  ''  " 

George  L.arge.  Corpl.,  M.  O.  lunc  11,  1865,  as  Sergeant. 
Christian  D.  Cowgill.  Musicia'n.  discharged  April  30.  1863. 
loseph   Lars;e,  Musician,  M.O,   lune  21,  l86s,  prisoner. 
Francis  M.  Sherrill,  died  at  Covington,  Ky.,  Oct.  22,  1862. 
Allen.  Samuel  J.,  Private,  mustered  out  June  11,  1865. 
Alamon,  Robert  S..  Private,      "  " 

Anderson,  Samuel  T.,  Priv.ite,  drowned  Sep.  24.  1863. 
B.tber,  John  M.,  Priv.ite.  M.  O.  June  11,  1865. 
BaUer,  Martin  V.,  died  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  Oct,  10,  1S62. 
Bankston,  Joshua  B.,  discharged  Apnl  25,  1864,  wounrls. 
Bankston,  Wmfield  S.,  Private,  discharged  Feb.  4.  1863- 
Bowman,  Joshu.a,  Private,  M.  O.   June  11,  1865. 
Bradlev.    Leander.  Private,  M.  O.  June  II,  1865. 
Bugg.  "William,  Privale,  M.  O.  June  11,  1865,  Furlough. 
Broderick,  James  Private,  M.  O.  lune  11,  1865. 
Coffev,  Bonaparte,  died  at  Danville,  Kv..  |.ni.  23.  1863. 
CofTe'v,  Isham,  Private,  M.  O.  June  11, "1805. 


Cillow.av.  .Achilles  R.  dis.  Mar.  2=;,  1865,  accidental  wound. 
Cowgill.'Edw  D.,  died  Chatlanooga.T.  Sep.  30,  '63,  wounds. 
Childs,  Wm.  H.,  Private,  M.O.  June  19,  l86.i,  war  prisoner. 
Clark.  ICdwin,  died  Phila.,  Tenn..  Mar.  24.  1865,  wound. 
Chastain,  Thomas,  Ir.,  Private,  M.  O.  June  11.  1865. 
Devine,  lames,  Private,  discharged  May  25.  1865,  wounds, 
r.)enton,'Mic.iger,  Pnv.ue,  M.  O.  June  22,  1865. 
IJenlon.  Micager,  mustered  out  June  11,  1865. 
Demming,  Leonard  died  at  Richmond,  Ky.,  Jan.  14,  1863. 
I  E.asley,  Joseph,  Pri.-ate,  discharged  Julv  19,  1864,  wounds. 
Fralev,  Jerome  B.,  Private,  discharged  May  11,  1863;  disab. 
Fleininiiig,  Benjamin,  Private,  M.  O.  June  11,  1865. 
Gore,  John, 
German,  Chas.  W., 

H.inon,  Francis  M.,  Priv.ate,  discharged  June  4.  1863. 
Hatfield,  John  H.,  Private,  M.  O.  June  11,  1865. 
H.islett,  Geo.,  Private,  died  Clevela"nd.  Term.,  Mar.  28,  '64. 
Hill,  Charies,  Private,  M.  O.  lune  11,  1865,  as  Corporal, 
Jones,  John,  Private,  discharged  January  19,  1863;    disab. 
"Jirvis  "D,ivid,  Private,  M.  O.  June  11,  1865;  as  Corpor.al. 
"lohnson,  J,a5.  D.,  Private,  dis,  Decemljer  10,  18114;  wounds. 
"Johnson,  'Isaac,  Private,  died  Lexington,  Ky.,  Nov.  11.  '62. 
"Kelsav,  Stanton.  Private,  tiansf.  to  Eng.  Corps,  July  29.  64. 
Kellev,  Jasper  N..  Private,  discharged  April  20,  1863. 
Kelclian.  Daniel  L.,  Private,  M.  O.  June  11.  1865,  as  Corpl. 


Large,   John, 
Langley,  Alfred  C, 

Lee.  Richard, 
l^eeper,  .-\lfred  B., 
Lane,  D.aniel,  Priv 
Morrow,  Jame^     ■ 
McElrov.'James     ' 


M.    O.   Ju 


1S65. 


McCrarv  Jar 
McCoy,"  l.'im. 
McCune",  Wi 
Milligan,  Jes 
Mitchell   "Da 


Jun 


as  Sergt. 

,  Privale,  killed  bv  Guerrillas,  M.irch  11   '65. 

G.,  Private,  M.  6.  July  11,  1865. 

:1  M.,  Private,  absent;    wounded. 
Morris,  Wm.  A,,  Private,  absent;  sick,  at  M.  O.  of  Regt. 
Madison   Nicholas  C,  Private,  M.  O.  July  11.  1865. 
McDonald,  Samuel  G  ,  died  Franklin,  Tenn.,  April  27,  '63. 
Messier,  Vincent,  died  at  Chattanooga,  Nov.  4.  '63;  wounds. 
Orr,  Samuel  M.,  Private,  disch.arged  June  19,  1S63. 
Paine,  Anson.  "  "         April  20   1863. 

Russell,  loseph,  "         M.  O.  June  11,  1865. 

Shaw,  James,  died  at  Nashville,  Tenn  .  Fe 


,  Edward  F, 
Spindle,  Thomas, 
Shetler,  Jeremiah 
Sullivan,  John, 
Shaw,  Ro'bert  M., 

'  Throckmorton,  Davi 

I  Watkins,  Enos, 
Willi.im-,  Wm.B.,  d 
W.llard.  Benj.imin  F 
Barnh.art.  Philip,  Re 

i  Bradlev,  Geo.  W.,  Ri 
Chastain,  James  M., 
Demass,  Charies,  Re 

I  Have  ' 
Hoik 
leffrc 


Private,  M.  O.  June  11,  1865. 

discharged  .April  20,  1863. 
M.  O.  June  II,  1865. 

war  pris, 

as  Sergt. 

.1   "  "  "  as  Corpl, 

led  at  Nashville,  Tenn  ,  M.ar.  24,  1863. 
.,  Private   M.  O,  June  11.  1865. 
cruit,  M.  O.  December  16,  1865. 
icruit.  transferred  to  21st  111.  Infantry. 
Recruit,  transf  to  2isl  111.  Infantry, 
cruit,  transferred  to  21st  III.  Infantry, 
field,  .-\lvin,  died  at  Hunlsville,  Ala.,  Mar.  5    1863. 
A-av.  D.miel  A.,  Recruit,  transferred  to  21st  HI,  Inf. 
',  jno.  L.,  Recruit,  M,  O.  Dec.  16,  1865. 
glev,  Thom.is  J..  Recruit,  transferred  to   21st  III.  Inf. 
sell".  Newton  J.,  Recruit,  transferred  to  21st  111,  Infantry, 
ens,  Andrew"],,  Recruit,  transferred  to  21st  111.  Inf.mlry". 
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MUSTER  ROLL  OF  COMPANY  E. 
Capt.  Lane. 
Capt.  Whittaker. 

Benj,  Ramsey,  Corpl,  died  at  D.inviile,  Ky.,  Jun 
Michael  Ramsey,  died  at  Lexington.  Ky.,  Nov 
Randall  R.  Adams,  Corporal.  M.  O.  June  11,  18' 
Geo.  N.  Junken.  Corporal,  Sergt.  wounded  and 

action  Chickamau^a,  Sep.  20,  1863. 
Wm.  S.  Horeslev,  M.  O.  June  11.  1865.  as  Sergt;  prisoner. 
Jno.  T.  Stark.  M.  O.  June  11,  1865.  as  Sergt.  war  prisoner. 
Cummings,  John.  Private,  absent,  sick  M.  O  of  Regt. 
Crooks,  Geo.  W..  Private,  died  in  Christian  co.,  Nov.  6.  '65. 
Crafton.  John,  Private,  died  at  Nashville.  Tenn..  Mar.  4.  '63. 
Darmer,  John  O.,  Private,  dis.  Mav  15,  1865  ;  wounds. 
Darmer.  Wm.  C,  Private,  M.  O.'july  I.  1865;  w, 
De  .-^stlv.  Alfred  H.,  died  at  Nasliville,  Tenn.,  M.a; 
Edmonds  Joseph  R.,  Private,  M.  O.  June  11.  1865. 
Goodrich,  Ira,  Private.  l.\.  O.  June  ii,  1865. 
Goodrich.  Oliver  P.,  died  in  Christian  CO.  111.,  Oct   16. 


■63. 


Gilhousen,  Frederick  .S.,  Private,  M.  O.  June  11,  1865. 
Green.  Robert   L..  died  at  Nashville.  Tenn..  Feb.  i,  1865. 
Henry,  William  G  ,  Private,  M.  O.  June  11,  1865. 
Hollingsworth,  Shelbv,  transferred  to  Co.  .\.  2l5t  111.  Inf. 
Hurst,  William  M..  dis.  August  3,  1864.  as  Corpl. ;  wounds. 
Hammil.  Charles  B.,  Private.  M.  O.  June  11.  1865. 
Hurst,  Bement,  Private,  transf.  10  V.  R.  C.  April  30, '64. 
Herdm.an,  John  H.,  Private,  M.O.June  11,  1865. as  Crpl. 
Lovel,  Samuel  }.,  died  at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  May  10.  1863. 
Long.  Joseph  W.,  Private,  M.  O.  June  11.  1865. 
McVey.  Eli. 

McVey,  Levi.  "  "  " 

McRenolds.  Newton  W.,  Private,  dis.  Feb.  25,  "64;  wounds. 
Pope.  Zachariah,  died  at  Lexington.  Ky..  Nov.  10,  l86j. 
Patrick,  Thomas  B..  Private,  M.  O.  June  11,  1865. 
Prettvman.  Daniel  H.,     "      died  .at  Danville.  Kv.,  Feb.  '63. 
Randall.  Garret  B..  Private,  M.  O.  June  it,  1865. 
Rubv,  Henry  J.,  killed  .at  Chickam.auga.  Sep.  20,  1863. 
Rouiledge,  Silas,  Private,  M.  O.  May  23.  1865. 


Routledge,  William.  Private,  wounded  .and  missing  inaction 

.at  Chickamauga,  Sep..  20,  1863. 
Rams.iy.  James.  Private,  died  at  Danville,  Kv..  Jan.  11.  '63. 
Rush,  Wm.  E..  Private,  died  .at  Danville.  Ky.'.  J"in.  31.  1863. 
Ruby.  Levias,  Private,  died  at  Franklin,  Tenn..  .\pril  23,  '63. 
Rush.  Francis  M..  Private,  mustered  out  June  11.  1865. 
Smith,  Isaac  B.,  died  at  Richmond.  Ky.,  Jan.  I.  1863. 
Stark,  Jesse  M.,  Privjite,  M.  O.  June  11,  1865. 
Teter,    Samuel.         *'         dis.  Jan.  24.  1863:  disability. 
Traves,  James  E.,  died  at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  .\pril  22,  1863. 
Thompson,  Wni.  D.,  Private,  wounded  and  missing  iu  action 

at  Chickamauga,  Sep.  20,  1863. 
While.  William.  Piiv.ite,  discharged   Feb.  4,  1863;    disab. 
Williams.  Loton  G.,  Private,  .M.  O  June  11,  1863. 
Wood,  Francis  E.,  "         dis.  Dec.  27,  1862  ;  disab. 

West.  James  M.,  Private,  discharged  July  9  1862  ;  disaliility. 
White  Geo,  T.,         *'  discharged  April  18, 1863  ;  disab. 

W.addle,  Joseph  W.,  Private,  M.  O.  June  11,  1863. 
Young,  Peter  C,  ' 


ONE     HUNDRED   AND   THIRTIETH    INFANTRY    REGIMENT. 

This  regimeut  was  organized  by  Col.  Nathaniel  Xiles,  at  Camp 
Butler,  in  Oct ,  1862,  and  mustered  into  service  Oct.  25,  1862. 
Company  D,  of  this  regiment,  was  mostly  from  the  north-western 
part  of  Christian  county.  It  was  recruited  mainly  through  the 
efforts  of  Capt.  Daniel  DeCamp,  of  Edinburg.  The  regiment 
moved  from  Camp  Butler,  Nov.  10,  1862,  and  arrived  at  ilemphi.<, 
Tenn  ,  the  18th  of  the  same  niontii,  and  was  assigned  to  Provost 
duty.  It  was  moved  from  this  point  to  Louisiana.  Was  with 
Gen.  Banks'  army,  b.iund  fur  Shrevep  irt.  La.  On  marching  from 
Alexandria,  up  Red  river,  driving  the  enemy  until  Sabine  Cross 
Roads  was  readied  on  the  8th  of  April,  1864,  when  the  enemy 
made  an  attack  and  defeated  tiie  Union  forces.  The  ne.xt  day  another 
battle  was  fought  at  Pleasant  Hill,  ending  in  the  complete  defeat 
of  the  confederates,  after  which  Gen.  Banks  retreated  down  the 
river.  This  is  known  in  history  as  "  Gen.  Banks'  disaster  on  Red 
River."  The  part  Company  U  bore  in  this  fight  is  more  particu- 
larly detailed  in  a  letter  to  the  Independent  Press,  oi  i\\\s  amnU' , 
written  by  Aaron  V.  Davis,  a  private,  from  Camp  Ford,  (iicar 
Tyler)  Texas,  dated  April  20,  1864.     It  says  : 

"Tlie  cliaracter  of  the  fight,  and  the  fiile  of  the  130th  regiment,  .tncl 
the  part  our  Conjpany  bore  in  it  you  doubtless  have  learned  ere  this. 
Coiupauy  D,  of  Christian  county,  went  into  the  fight  at  Mansfield,  April 
8,  18G4,  with  thirlyoue  men,  under  tlie  command  of  Lieut.  Paulen,  (as 
Capt.  DcCamp  was  under  arrest  for  some  trivial  ofl'eEce,  and  in  conse- 
quence was  not  with  us.) 


The  following  are  the  losses  in  killed  aud  wounded  of  Company  D  : 
/u7/ed— Elija  J.  Banliston,  of  Ediuburg.  IJoidirfprf— G.  W.  Westbroolc, 
b.adly ;  Cyrus  Murpliy,  Allen  Moore,  Jacob  E.  Berry.  Prisuneiv— Jasper 
Cagle,  Nathan  C.  Potts,  Alexander  May,  Aaron  V.  Ralston,  Aquilla  M. 
Council,  G.  W.  Young,  Aaron  V.  Davis,  William  Kelsey,  Othniel  Mc- 
Keiizie,  Thomas  W-  Orr,  Joseph  Murray,  Charles  Gonzeal,  Ben.  K.  Prater, 
aud  Geo.  Bunn.  The  rest  of  the  Company  is  missing,  and  their  fate, 
at  present,  is  unknown. 

Ill  Oct.,  1864,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans  for 
Provost  duty.  Whilst  here,  by  an  order  issued  Jan.  21,  186.5,  the 
1.30tli  regiment  was  consolidated  with  the  77th  Illinois  Yolunteor.s. 
Some  of  the  officers  were  retained,  and  others  mustered  out.  On 
the  1st  of  JMarch,  1865,  the  con.solidated  77th  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  First  Brigade,  3d  Division,  13th  Army  Corps,  and  transpor- 
ted for  duty  before  Mobile,  Ala.  The  regiment  was  with  Gen. 
Canby's  army  during  the  entire  siege  and  capture  of  the  Spanish 
Forts,  Blakley  and  ^Mobile,  and  was  under  fire  during  the  entire 
time.  The  day  following,  the  entry  into  ^Mobile,  the  77th  regiment 
was  with  forces,  in  their  march  up  the  Tombigbee  river,  in  search 
of  Gen  Dick  Taylor's  army.  After  proceeding  up  the  river  some 
sixty  miles,  it  was  recalled  to  Mobile — the  confederate  forces 
throughout  the  country  having  surrendered. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1865,  an  order  was  issued  to  revive  the 
130th  regiment,  and  it  was  moved  to  New  Orleans,  where  it  was 
mustered  out  of  service,  Aug.  15,  1865,  and  arrived  at  Camp  But- 
ler, III.,  Aug.  26,  1865,  where  it  received  final  paymant  aud  dis- 
charge. 


ROLL  OF  COMPANY  D. 

Daniel  DeCamp,  Captain,  resigned  June  nth,  1864. 
Robert  W.  Orr,  Capt.,  M.  0.,.at  Consolidation,  J.in.  2; 
Abraham  M.ay,  ist  Lieutenant,  resigned  Feb.  2,  1864. 
J.asper  Cagle,' ist  Lieut.,  M.  O.,  as  Sergt.  77th  Inf., 

15,  1865,  prisoner  of  war. 
James  B.Halford,  2d  Lieut.,  discharged  July  3,  186: 
Samuel  S.  Prater.  Sergt., 

Jacob  .\.  Cook.  Sergt.,  deserted  Feb   3,  1863. 
Wm.  T.  Crosswait.  Sergt.,  discharged  iM.av  5,  1864,  foi 
N.athan  C.   Potts.  Corporal,  M.  O..  June  17,  1865, 
Charies  Smith,  Corporal,  M.  C,  Aug.  14,  1865. 
William  T.  Hill.  Corporal,  deserted  J.in.  26,  1863. 
John  Hazlett,  Corporal. 

Alex.  May,  Corporal,  mustered  out  June  17, 1865, 
Charles  W.  Graham,  Corporal.  M.  O.  Aug.  15.  181 
Phares,  Urich,  Corporal,  absent;  sick  at  M.  O.  Re: 
Ja.s.  M.  Redfern.  Corporal,  deserted  J.an.  26,  1864. 
Rufus  D.  Ljingley,  Wagoner,  deserted  Jan.  26, 18^ 
Bishop,  Isaac,  Private,  deserted  Jan.  26,  1863. 
Berry,  Jas.  p.,       " 

~        ■      ~      -  killed  at  Vicksburg,  May 

died  at  Vicksburg,  June  4 
M.  O.  Ans.  15,  1865. 


Aug. 


Duncan,  Leander.  J.,  M.  O.  Aug.  16.  186=;,  as  2d  Lieut. 
Davis,  John.X.,  Private,  died  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Jan.  14, '6 
DeAug'lish.  Oliver.  Private, 

Dickson,  Thomas  N  ,  "         deserted  Jan.  26,  1863. 
Davis,  Aaron  V.,           "         M.  O.  June,  15,  1865.  prisone 
Dodd,  Daniel  N!,  Private,  killedat  Vicksburg,  June  2,  1863.  ' 
Edwards,  John.  W..died  at  Memphis,  Tenn..  Jan.  12, 1863. 
Finlev.  Amos  D.,  Private,  M.  O.  .\ug.  15.  1865. 
"       ■  ig,  John  M., 


Gaines.  Samuel, 

Gonzeal.  Charles, 

Gulden.  Elam, 

Hicks,  John, 

Hildebrand,  Charle 

Hanon,  James, 

Halford.  John  R.,  died  at    Memph 

Halford,  Wm.  H.,  Priv.ate,  dischar; 

H.arris,  David  I.,  "       died  Ne 

H.arvev,  William  D.,  Private. 


1865,  pris.  of  V 


"     .Aug.  15.  1865. 
deserted  Jan.  26,  lit 


.  21,  '64. 


Ha 


,  Wm.  M., 


Beveriy,  Charies, 
Blount,  Jesse, 
Berry,  Benj.  N., 
Burris.  Nelson, 
Bunn,  Geo., 

Council.  Aqui.la  M.,  Private,  M'.  O.  Ju 
C.isey,  John  W.,  Private. 
Casey,  William  M.,  "  M.  O.  .Aug.  15,  1865. 

Cagle,  David  M.,      ■'  '■ 

12 


M.  O.  June  17,  1865. 

:  17,  18 


Joy,  William, 

"Jessup,  David,  Pr 

kelsey,  William,  Priv.ate,  M.  O.  .Aug.  15, 1805  ;  pris. : 

Knave,  Thomas,         ''  "  " 

Knave,  William  A.,  ■'  "  " 

Kerns,    Robert  B.,      "     Transf.  to  Inv.  Corps,  Feb.  23,  '64. 

Lancaster.  Wm.  H.  D.,  M.  O.  -Aug.  15,  1S65,  as  Corporal. 

Leisure,  Wm.  E  ,  Private,  died  at  NIeinphis,  Tenn.,  24,  '63. 

Leigh,  Edward  L.,  Private. 

Mckenzie,  Othniel,         "     M.  O.  June  17,  1865  ;  pris.  war. 

Murry.  Joseph, 


Miller,  Levi,  Private,  died  in  service  in  l.,if. 

Moore.  Allen,  "     absent,  sick  M.  O.  o  Regt. 

Murphy.  Cyrus,  "     M.  O.  Aug.  15,  i86q. 

Mav,  .Allen',  "     .absent,  sick  at  M.  6.  Regt. 

Mathews,  William  S.,    "     M.  O.  Aug.  15.  i36^. 

Orr,  Thos.  W.,  ■'     M.  O.  June  17,  1865,  pris.  war. 

Overton,  Benj.  F..  '■ 

Odell,  James  H.,  '■     killed  accidentally  Julv  15,  1865. 

Polls,  Jesse  H.,  "     M.  O.  Aug.  15,  1865. ' 

Praler,  Samuel  K..         "     dis.  Dec.  12,  1863.  for  promotion. 

PuUem.   James,  Private  deserted  Sept.  28.  1863. 

Prater,  Eliphas,         "      died  at  Memphis.  Jan.  21.  1863. 

Peters,  Peter  P.,        "     killed  at  Vicksburg,   May  22,  1S03. 
i  Richardson.  John  H.,  Private. 

Ralston,  .Aaron  V.,  '■  transf.  to   77th    Regt. 

Randolph.  Hiram, 

Richardson,  Wm.  E., 

Stamphill.  John  W.  ■'         M.  O.  Aug.  15,  1865. 

Smith,  Hiram  M.,  Private,  dis.  Jan.  22,  1863  ;    disability. 

Smith,  John  B.,  Private. 

Smith,  Wm.  J.,       "         M.  O.  June  17,  1865.  pris.  war. 
;  Westbrook,  Elijah  T.,  transf.  to'  Inv.  Corps,  Feb.  23,  1864. 

Workman.  Joseph,  Private, 
j  Young,  Geo.  W.,  '■       M.  O.  June  17,  186=; :  w.ar  oris. 

Bankston,  Elijah  J.,  killed  on  Red  "River,  La 


.Godfrey  P.,  Re 
Prickett,  Perry,  Recr 
Phips,  Richard  T.,  " 
Prater,  Benj.  K.. 
Sampson.  Wm.  F.,  " 
While.  Slephen, 


,  died  at  Memphi 


o,  '62. 


1865.  pris. 
186:;. 
s,  Feb.  19. 
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COMPANY    A. loOxn    RnrilMENT. 

M.lUhcws,  Siiinct,  Corporal. 


COMPANY    F. 59Tff    REGIMENT. 

,  drafted,  M.  O.  Oct.  i6.  18 


COMPANY  c. — 124th  ill.  REGIMLNT 

Titus,  Alfred  H.,  M.  O.  Aug.  15,  1865. 

COMPANY  K. 

Peter  C.  Rape,  ist  Serqt.,  M.  O.  Aug.  15,  1865. 
George  W.  lames,  3d  Corpl.,  M.  O.  Aug.  15,  iS6,. 
losepli  W.iijoner,  41I1  Corpl.  ,\I.  O.  .^ug.  15,  1805   as  Corpl. 

lieo.  W.  ICaslc.-v,  filll  Cipl.,       "  

AVni.  II.  Il.u.kuis,  71I1  Corp.,     "  

E,islev,  John  Y.,  Pnvatc, 

Hardul,'Geors;e,        "  "  "  "  " 

Hardin,  Joseph  B.,  " 

Hudson.'.Shcpherd,  "  

lacob   li.,    ■■  •• 


Peck,  -Sa 
Pugh,  Wi 


Cr.iddock,  Wn 


n. 


disch.irged    May  s,  1S63  ;    dis.ib. 


Robinson.  John  M. 
TiUev,  John  D.,        •'         discharged  Dec.  13,  1862  ; 
Proctor,  Bcnj.  K.  Sergt.  died  Jan.  23,  1864,  Pawnee. 
Easlev,  Harrison  T.  died  Dec.  j,  1863,  Black  River,  Miss. 
Kirk,' Joseph,  Private,  died  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Mar.  3,  '63. 
Peck,  "Presley,  died   of  wounds  at  Vicksburg,  June  27,  '63. 
Peek,  Presley  T.,  died  Lake  Providence,  La.,  Mar.  28,  '63. 
Pugh,  Wm.  J.,  Private,  died  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Feb.  6,  '63. 
G.a'lyen,  John  W.,  deserted  at  Vicksburg,  July  31,  1S63. 
Hudson    Jasper,  deserted  at  Vicksburg,  July  31,  1863. 
Hankins,  Gilbert  H.,  Private,  died  at  home,  Dec.  23,  2864. 


Logan,  Jose]ili,  He 

Handle,  Joseph, 

Thompson,  Calvert,  "      sub.  M.  O.  Oct.  16,  1865. 

Milligan,  Morgan,     "      sub.  M.  O.  Oct.  16,  1865. 

I  COMPANY    H. 59th    REGIMENT. 

Coffev,  Reuben  G.  sub   M.  O.  Oct.  16,  1865. 
Oram',  Samuel,  M.  O,  July  17,  1865,  drafted. 

COMPANY    K. .SOtH    REGIMENT. 

Stockton,  Robert  M.,  Private,  deserted  Oct.  25,  1862. 

COMPANY  c;. — 62d  regiment. 

Beard,  Geo.  W.,  died  at  Camp  Butler,  Feb.  12,  1364. 

COMPANY   H — 62d   REGI.MENT. 

Allsm.an,  Jno.  W.,  Sergt.  M.  O.  May  2,  1865.  as  private. 
Allsman,  'Marquis,  Veteran,  M.  O   March  6,  1S66. 
Harris  Thos.  B.,  died  at  Duv.alls  Bluff,  Ark.,  Aug.  20,  '64 
Vinmore,  Josepll,  M.  O.  March  6,  i856. 

COMPANY    D. 63d    regiment. 

Anderson,  Andrew  J.,  Veteran,  M.  O.  July  13,  1865. 
Cherington,  Aden  "E.,  Veteran,  M     O.  July   13,    1865,  1st 
i      Sergt. ;  Com.  ist  Lieut,  but  not  mustered. 
Cherington,  Leroy   H.,  Veteran,  M.O.  Jidy  13,  1865. 


Cherington,  Leon  L.  H.,  Veteran,  M.  O.  July  27,  1865. 
Cherington.  Loraine  C,  "  ''       July  13,  1865. 

Isaminger,  John  A..  "         promoted  Sergt. -Major. 

Orr,  William  D.,  Veteran,  ^L  O.  July  13,  1865. 

COMPANY  c. — 64th  regiment. 

Smith,' John,  discharged  Feb.  8,  1865. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Wm.  M.  Provine,  ist  Lieut.  Company  B.  84th  111.  Regt., 
Verm.ont.  III.  Prisoner  of  war— taken  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
and  confined  at  Columbia.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, Mav  13,  1865.    Now  a  resident  of  Taylorville. 

W.  E.  Rosemond  of  ist  Ohio  Cav.alry,  Company  B.  for  one 
year  ;  then  promoted  to  2d  Lieut,  in  Company  A,  97lh 
'Ohio  Inf.  Regt.     Now  a  resident  of  Tavlorvil'le. 

Wm.  H.  Kaup,  private  in  Capt.  A.  Boyd  Hutchinson's 
Company  C,  49th  Penn.  Vol.  Entered  Aug.  31,  1861, 
and  honorably  discharged  Oct  23,  1864.  Served  in  the 
of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen.  Sedgwick.     Saw  his 


Gen   fall. 

les  M.  Taylor,  of  Warren  co  ,  III.  Sergt.  in  Company 
C.  96th  111.  Regt.  In  the  service  nearly  three  years. 
Lost  an  arm  in  an  engagement  at  "  Buzzard  Roost  Gap," 
north  of  Dalton,  Ga.,  in  1864^  Discharged  March  18, 
1865,  as  Sergt.  on  account  of  wounds.  This  Regt.  w.is 
organized  at  Rockwood,  111.,  Sep.  6,  1862,  by  Col. 
Thos.  E.  Champion.      James  M.  Taylor  is  now  (1S80I 


L  resident  of  Taylorville,  e 


ged  in  the  practice  of  the 


Bcnj.  Doinblazer.  Adjutant  of  46th  III 
Major  and  then  Colonel  of  Regt, 
Now  a  citizen  of  Assumption. 


THIRD     CAVALRY    REGIMENT. 

TIr- Cdlmn'l  of  this  regiment  was  Eugene  Carr  <if  the  reguhir 
army.  Conipuny  M,  from  Christian  c  lunty,  c:)iniii).sed  a  iiart  of  it. 
The  regiment  was  organized  at  Camp  Butk'r,  in  August,  1861.  lis 
first  movement  was  to  St.  Louis,  Sept.  25th,  and  tlienee  up  the  ]\Iis- 
souri  river  to  Jefferson  City,  and  thence  to  Warsaw,  in  the  direetimi 
of  Springfield,  Mo.  Under  Gen.  Hunter,  it  rer.ched  Kolla,  Nov.  1^, 
where  it  remained  till  the  29th  of  Dec.  1861,  when  it  moved  in  ad- 
vance of  Gen.  Curtis'  army  for  the  south-west.  On  the  loth  of 
Feb.  1862,  near  Springfield,  the  Third  cavalry  fought  the  first  en- 
gagement, and  won  the  first  victory  of  G.'u.  Curtis'  campaign. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1862,  occupied  Springfield,  Mo.  On 
the  15th  eame  up  with  Gen.  Price's  retreating  army,  and  took  some 
prisoners.  On  the  18th,  at  Sugar  creek,  Ark.,  the  Third  battalion 
participated  in  a  cavalry  charge,  routing  the  enemy.  Had  various 
skirmishes  and  short  marches  during  the  summer  and  foil  in  Arkan- 
sas and  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  when,  on  the  23d  Dec.  1862, 
Co'mpany  JI,  with  other  companies,  reported  to  Brig.  Gen.  Steel,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river,  formed  part  of  the  force,  and  did 
good  service  in  the  disastrous  attack  on  Vicksburg,  jMiss.,  under 
Gen.  Sherman.  Company  M  was  among  the  last  to  leave  the  field 
and  embark  on  the  boats,  after  the  battle. 

The  Battalion  of  which  Company  Isl,  formed  a  part,  untler  Col. 
ISIcCrillis,  of  Springfield,  Ills.,  took  part  in  the  "Western  Louisiana 
campaign  nuder  Gen.  Banks.  In  Dec.  1864,  Major  O'Conner,  of 
Pana,  took  command  of  the  Battalion,  and  it  moved  to  Port  Hud- 
son, and  from  thence  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  rejoining  the  regiment, 
which  had  been  separated  into  three  divisions.  In  the  month  of 
July,  a  large  portion  of  the  regiment  re-enlisted  as  veterans.  The 
non-veterans,  under  Major  O'Conner,  were  stationed  as  garrison  at 
Gerraantown,  Tenn.  On  the  21st  of  August,  the  regiment  partici- 
pated in  the  re[)ulse  of  Gen.  Forrest,  in  his  attack  on  Memphis. 
On  the  24th  of  August,  1864,  the  non-veterans  having  been  muster- 
ed out,  the  veterans  were  consolidated  into  a  Battalion  of  si.x:  com- 
])anies.  Part  of  Company  M  went  into  the  new  arrangement,  and 
the  remainder  wore  mustered  ont,  their  time  having  expired. 

The  Battalion  operated  below  and  around  Nashville,  and  took 
part  in  th.-?  battles  with  Gen.  Hood's  army  in  Dec  1864.  In  iSIay, 
^865.  it  eiiilKtrk.'d  for  St.  Louis,  jro.,tlieiiee  to  St.  Paid,  Minnesota, 


reporting  to  Majtir  Gen.  Curtis.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1865,  it  was 
ordered  on  an  Indian  expedition  over  the  plains  of  Minnesota  and 
Dakota,  north  to  the  British  lines,  and  then  returned  to  Fort  Snell- 
ing,  Oct.  1st,  arriving  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  Oct.  13th,  1865,  and 
was  mustered  otit  of  scrvie?.  Such  arc  some  of  the  leading  move- 
ments of  the  Third  Ctivtilry  Regiment,  in  which  Comjiany  M  large- 
ly participated. 

MU.STER    Rf)LL    OF    COMPANY    M. 

James  H.  O'Conner,  M.njor,  M.  O.  June  1S65,  as  Lieut. 
"Geo.  E.  Pease,  Captain,  resigned  D"ec   17,  1861. 
Shuler  Vrooman,  Capt.  in  Vet.  Bat. ;  time  exp.  Mar.  9,  '65. 
Henry  M.  Condee,  ist  Lieut.,  resigned  Nov.  27,  1861. 
Chas.  F.  Russell,  ist  Lieut.,  term  expired  Sept.  s,  1864. 
Joseph  Horseman,  2d  Lieut.,  died,  commission  not  sent. 

FIFTH     CAVALRY    REGIMENT. 

This  regiment  was  organized  at  Camp  Butler,  Nov.  8,  1S61,  and 
Hall  Wilson,  formerly  of  Buckhart,  appointed  its  Colonel.  Com- 
pauv  G  of  this  regiment  was  reeruited  partly  in  Pike  county,  Ills., 
bv  Capt.  J.  A.  Harvey,  and  partly  by  First  Lieut.  Wm.  N.  Elliott, 
oi' Pana,  Christian  county.  Ills.,  Sept.,  1,  1861.  Left  for  Jefferson 
Barracks,  Feb.  20,  1862."  On  the  3d  of  March  reached  Pilot 
Knob.  On  the  27th  marched  to  Doniphan,  and  arriving 
Ajiril  1st,  had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  captured  their  camp, 
killing  three  and  taking  seven  prisoners.  April  17th  march- 
ed to  Pocahontas,  and  on  the  27th  of  June  started  on  the  march  for 
the  Mississippi  river,  reached  Jacksonport  29th,  and  joined  Gen. 
Curtis'  army,  had  a  fight  at  Cotton  Plant,  in  which  the  enemy  lost 
300  killed  and  wounded.  Arrived  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  July 
13th,  1862.  On  the  22d  of  Octobjr  1862,  a  forage  train 
was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  Lieut.  Elliott,  and  78  men  of  the 
cavalry  (13  of  these  were  of  Company  G,)  were  captured,  after 
losing  1  killed  and  6  wounded.  November  27th,  1362,  Company 
G  burned  bridge  near  Grenada,  Miss.  On  January  11th,  1863,  the 
regiment  made  an  expedition  to  Duvall's  Blufl"  and  in  April  pur- 
sued Marmaduke,  who  was  retreating  from  Missouri.  !May  29th, 
1863,  left  Helena,  Ark.,  and  embarked  for  Vicksburg,  and  June  1st, 
landed  at  Haines'  Bluff.  June  3d  made  a  reeonnoi.sance  to  Me- 
chanicsburg;  ilrovc  the  enemy  ten  miles,  skirmishing  heavily,  cap- 
turing 43  prisoners,  losing  1  killed  and  7  wountled.  In  July,  was 
with  Gen.  Sherman's  armv  at  Jackson,  Miss.     Was  in  the  exiiedi- 
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COMPANY   M. 
iVilbrd  C,  Recruit,  re-enlisied  as  Veleian. 
,  John  J.,  Recruit,  died  at  Helena,  Ark.,  Oct.  8.   04. 


tions  to   Meridian,  Canton   and  Grenada.     In 

August, at  the  Yellowbush,  destroyed  40  engine,-*  D-^^'5. 

and  320  cars  by  burning.     On  the  21st  August 

eneouutcre.1  BlVthc's  cavalry  at  Coldwater,  and  sixth  ciavalry  regiment. 

defeated  tiiem,  the  regiment" losing  1  killed  and  Among  the  unassigned  recruits  is  noted  oue 

5  wounded.     Arriyed  at  Memphis  22d  August,  f™"^'  diristian  couuty,  Wm.  Hobbs,  mustered 

1863.  On  the  29th  August  embarked  for  Vi^cks-  ""'  ^%  23d,  1865. 

burg.     In  October,  \vith  Gen.  McPherson's  17th  seyentii  cavalry  recmment. 

Army  Corps,  at  Jackson,  took  part  in  a  cavalry  This  regiment  was  organized  in  Sept.,  1861, 

charge  at  Brownsville,  routing  General   Wirt  with  Wni.  Pitt  Kellogg,  of  Fulton  county,  as  its 

Adams.     In  this  the  regiment  hist  two  wounded  Culonel.     The  names  of  a  few  Cliristiau  county 

and  one  jirisDuer.     January  1st,  1864,  many  of  soldiers  appear  in  it. 

the  regiment  re-enlisted  as  veterans.     On  17th  compvny  ii 

J\larch,  the  veterans   were   furloughed   till    May  P.urick.  Tames  W.,  re-enlisted  as  Veteran. 

10th,  1864.      On  May  27th,   Col.  John    McCon-  Patrick;  Ameneus,  discharged  Nov.  10   1862:  disability. 

'                                   •  Patrick.  John  R.,  discharged  |une  2,  1862 :  disability             ) 

nell,  of  Springfield,  took  command  of  the  regi-  Tabic 


ordereil  to  Springfield,  111.,  for  final  payment 
and  discharge.  The  following  soldiers  in  it  are 
from  Christian  county,  in  different  companies: 

MUSTER    ROLL. COMPANY    A. 

s  Bradley,    Veteran.  Comniis  Sergt.,    in  Co.   A.  of 


W'terans.  as  re-org:i 

inized.     Absent  on  detached  duty  at 

M.  0.  of  the  Regt. 

Grah.am,  Henrv  N.,  V. 

eter.an.M.  O.  Njv.  22,  iS-j^ 

Huhnan,  Jesse  \V.,di^ 

id  at  Baton  Rouge,  Li.,  July  22,  '65. 

COMPANY    B. 


1S64. 


garrison   duty. 


.    Tune 
M.iy 


1S62. 
1865. 


Companies    A,    B,    C,    and   D,     r.abler,  James  a.,  died  at  Mound    City 
-.  ,,  1  1  -  1        T-*      •  1        Hamilton.  Peter,  Un.assigned  Recruit,  1 

were  fully  mounted  and  equipped.     During  the   .\iurpliy,  Daniel. 

months  of  July  and  September  the  Battalion   Rui^er's.  Charles  D.,  entered  service  .^pril  15. 1M5. 

wtis  at  Jackson  and  Port  Gibson,  skirmishing  EiGurn  cavalry    regiment. 

and  fighting  frequently.     From  Natchez,  with       This  regiment  was  organized  at  St.  Charles, 

the  4th  Illinois  ctivalry,  and  a  battery,  moved   111 ,  in  Sept.,  18Gl,with  J.  F.  Farnsworth  as  its 

to  Tunica  Bend.     Lautled  and  moved  to  Wood-  CSlonel.     Its  field  of  operations  was  with  the 

ville;  surprised  and  captured  a  camp  of  theene-  Army  of  the  Potomac.     Was  in  the  battle  of 

my.    During  the   night   the   enemy  advanced   Autictam.     A  few  names  appear  in  it. 

with  three  cannon  and  600  men.  They  were  met 


22, -64. 
2,  '65- 


Company  m. — unassigned  recruits. 

Bennett,  Joseph,  entered  the  service  .^pril  15,  1S65. 
Carnev  Tohn,  entered  the  service  .April  12,  1865. 
Hyzer.  Joseph,  entered  the  service  April  12.  1865. 
Lee,  David,  entered  the  service  .\pril  12,  1865. 
-Murphv,  Tohn.  entered  the  service  .April  12,  1865. 
W.llian'.s,"  Clarence,  discharged  Feb.  — ,  1864;  dis.ibility. 

TENTH   CAVALRY    REGIMENT. 

This  regiment  was  organized  at  Camp  Butler, 


ne.xt  morning  by  Col.  McConnell,  and  driven 
in  confusion,  and  3  cannon  were  caiitured.  Re- 
tuined  to  Vlck.sburg,  Oct.  1 1th,  18(i4.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1864,  moved  to  Memphis;  was  in  an  e.K- 
jiedition  to  Southern  Arkansas  and  Northern 
Lfiuisiana.,  returning  February  13th.  July  1st 
moved  to  Texas,  via  Red  River;  reached 
Hempstead,  Texas,  August  26th.  Remained  at  Illinois,  2.Jth  of  Nov.  1861.  James  A.  Barrett 
this  post  till  October  6th,  186-3,  when  the  regi-  "^vas  its  first  Colonel,  who  resigned  May  15, 1862, 
ment  moved  to  Springfield,  Ills.,  was  mustered  and  "as  succeeded  by  Colonel  Dudley  Wicker- 
out,  receiving  final  payment,  October  30,  1865.  sham,  of  Springfield,  Illinois.  On  the  20th  of 
The  following  persons,  in  this  regiment,  were   Dec.    1861,  it  moved  to  Quincy,  Illinois,  and 

from  thence  to  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.,  on  the 
13th  of  March,  1862.  It  operated  in  south-west 
MLssouri,  till  13th  Nov.,  when  it  formed  a  part 
of  the  Arm}-  of  the  Frontier,  and  was  in  line  of 
duty  from  Springfield,  JIo.,  to  Cane  Hill,  Ar- 
kansas. It  participated  in  the  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7th,  1862.  Was  at  Jackson- 
port,  Ark  ,  July  4,  1862  ;  Helena,  July  12,  and 
Aug.  7  nioyetl  to  Old  Town  Landing.  Oct.  6, 
1862,  returned  to  Helena,  and  Nov.  16  marched 
with  the  expeditiim  to  the  mouth  of  White 
river;  and  on  27th  Nov.  to  Oakland,  Mi.ss. 
Had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  and  returned 
to  Helena,  Dec.  7th,  1862.  "  > 

The  original  service  term  of  the  Tenth  and 
Fifteenth  Regiments  Illinois  Cavalry  "\'olun- 
teers  having  exiiired,  an  order  of  consolidation 


from  Christian  c.iunty. 

JIUSTER  ROLL. 
Hall,  Wilson,  Colonel,  resigned  Ian.  19   1863. 
Tohn  McConnell,  Colonel,  promoted  Brvt.  Brig.  Gen. 
loshuaTuthill.  .Adjut.ant,  promoted  Capt.  Co.  .-\. 
Ch.arles  W.  Sibley,  Commis.  Sergt.,  dis.  Oct.  26,  1862. 

COMPANY   A. 

Joshua  Tuthill,  Captain,  M.  O.  as  Adjutant,  Oct.  27,  18 


Peters,  John  H.,  Mustered  out  t 
Romeril,  Fletcher,   re-enlisted  x 
Steel,  George,  Mustered  out  Dec.  30,  1864. 
Steel,  Henry,  Mustered  out  Jan.  6,  1865. 
Warner,  Henry,  Mustered  out  Dec.  30,  1864. 
Walts,  Isaac  .\'..  re-enlisted  as  Veteran. 
Westbrooks,  Toseph,  re-enlisted  as  Veteran. 
Romeril,  Fletcher,  trans,  to  Co.  B.  Vet.  .\I.  O.  Nov 
W.itts,  Is.iac  \.,  trans,  to  Co.  B.  Vet.  prom.  2d  Lie 
Westbrooks,  Joseph,  trans.  Co.  B.  Vet.  M.  O.  Nov, 
Apple,  Andre.v.  B.,  died  Little  Rock,  Ark..  Nov.  i 
Westbrook,  Jno.  W  ,  trans.  Co.  B.  Vet.,  M.  O.  Nov. 

COMPANY    E. 

Atbey,  Ouen  T.,  Recruit.  Deserted  April  30  1S63. 
B.irniiart,  David  .\.,  trans,  to  Co.  E.  Vet.  M.  I).  i8( 
Clements,  Milton  H  ,  trans.  Co.  E  \'et.  M.O.  Nov, 
Bledsoe,  Clias.  T.  tr.ins.  to  Co.  E.  Vet.  ^L  O.  Nov.  : 
Lowerv,  Francis  M.,  trans,  to  V.  R.  C.  Mav  4.  186= 
Xtarkwell,  Geo.  M.,  trans,  to  Co.  E  Vet.  M.'O.  .N'ovl 
Toothaker,  Jesse  H.,  trans,  to  Co.  E.  Vet.  M.  O  Jui 
Terrv,  Wm.  I.,  Recruit,  trans,  to  Co.  E.  Vet. 
White,  Wm.,'  trans,  to  Co.  E.  Vet.  .\I.  O.  .Nov.  12  i 
White,  John  A.,  trans,  to  Co.  Vet.  .M.  O.  Nov.  12 


COMPANY   G. 

Elgan,  William,  Recruit,  re  enlisted  .as  Veteran. 

Tones,  .Alexander,  mustered  out  Dec.  30,  1864,  as  Corpl. 

|udd,  Uz,  re-enhsted  as  Veteran. 

Malonev,  Tohn,  re-enlisted  as  \-eteran. 
!  Workm.an,"  Wm.  S.,  M.O.  Dec.  30,  1864.  as  Corpl. 
j  Elgan,  William,  Vet.,  trans.  Co.  G.,  M.  O.  .Nov.  22,  1853. 

Tudd,  Uz,  Veteran,  "  "  "  '•  •■ 

'Malonev,  John.  "  " 

Shumate,  Wm..  transf  Co.  G.  Vet.,  died  March  3.  i,S63 

Workman,  Joseph,  Recruit,  died  at  Rolla,  Mo.,  May  {,  62 

COMPANY  L. 

Tames  C.  McGinnis,  Sergeant,  re-enlisted  as  Veteran. 

Francis  McGinnis,  Corporal,  re-enhsted  .rs  Wttran. 

.Aaron  B.  Shick,  "  " 

Connor.    George   B.,  Private,         "  " 

Hill,  William  H., 

Kellev,  Miller.  "         mustered  out  Dec.  30,  1864 

Matthews,  Aaron  V.,         " 

Peters,  Floyd,  Private,  died.at  Marshfield,  Mo.  Oct.  1862. 

Smith,    lefferson    S.,    Priv.ite,  re-enlisted  as  Veteran. 

Vanwinkle,  Lorenzo  J.       '■ 


Cathrii 


COMPANY    I 

,  W.  R.,  Veteran,  deserted  Ja 


1S65. 


22d, 1862 


COMPANY    G. 

Wm.  N.  Elliott,  1st  Lieut.,  M.O.  Nov.  8.  1864. 
Siblev,  Charles  W.,   Sergeant.,  promoted   Com 

2d'Battalion  .M.  O.  Oct.  26,  1865. 
Heath,  John  F.,  died  at  Pocahontas,  .Ark.,  June 
Slack,  Wm.  P.,  Bugler,  discharged  Aug.  l7,'lS62. 
-Anderson,  Samuel  Y.,  Private,  discharged;  disability. 
Cooper,  Stephen  D.,  Private,  re  enlisted  as  Veteran. 
Johnson,  Allen,  P.ivate, 
Johnson,  Henry,     "  "  " 

Lemons,  John  P..    "         discharged  Mav  12,  1862. 
LucKinhill,  Henrv  J.,  Private,         re  enli'sted  ?s  Veteran. 
Skiles,  William  A.,  "         mustered   out   Nov.  8,   1864.  .  ion-    /.        1  i-        , 

Slack,  Chas.  K.,  Private,  re-enlisted  as  Vet.  M.  o.  Nov.  64.   was  issued  January  2b,  Ibbo,  for  the  re-enlistcd 
Cooper,  Stephen  D  ,  Veteran,  mustered  out  Oct.  27.  1865.  „,g,j   ^^^  recruits  of  the  same,  to  be  formed 


J  oh 

loh 

'Luckindcll,  Henry  G..  died  Sept. 

Cornbert,  Shelfv,  Recruit,  absent 

Garrison,  Joel  N.,  (Saddler)  Reci 

Girrison,  Jas.  K.  P.,  Recruit,  mu 

Walker.  Levi,  Recruit,  requl.ir  di 


\'eteran,  mustered   out    Oct.   27,  18  _,.        ^ 

Veteran,  died  at  Vicksburg.  Nov.  16, 1S64.   into  twelve  companies  and  reorganized  as  the 
Tenth  Regiment,  Illinois  Cavalry. 

The  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service, 
Nov.  22d,   1865,  at   San  Antenia,  Tex;;s,  tind 


sick  at  .\L  O.  of  Regt. 
itered  out    Oct   27,  1S65 


A'ETERANS. 

Tames  C.  McGinnis.  promoted  2d  Lieut.  Co.  L. 
'Francis  M.  .McGinnis  transf.  Co.  B.  Vet.,  M.  O.  Nov.  22  'S; 
Aaron   B.  Shick,  transf.  Co.  I.  Vet.,  M.  O.  Nov.  22,  1865. 
Conner,  Geo.  B.,  Private,  transf.  Co.  F.  Vet. 
Matthews,  William,  Private,  transferred  Co.  H.  Vet. 
Rice,  John,  Private,  transf.  Co.  H.  Vet.  M.  O.  .Nov.  22,  '65. 
Smith,  Jefferson  L.,  transf  Co.  H.  Vet.  M.  O.  Nov.  22   1865 
Vanwinkle,  Lorenzo  I  ,  transf.  Co.  H.Vet.  M.  O.  Nov.  22  65. 
Banstein,  .Samuel,  tr.'insf.  Co.  D   Vet.  M.  O.  .Nov.  22,  1863 
Davis,  Horatio  M.,  Recruit,  tr.msferred  Co.  D.  Vet. 
Feugett,  Geo.  W.,  Recruit,  re-enlisted  as  Veteran. 
Ford,  Geo.  W.,  transf.  Co.  D.  Vet.  M.  O.  Nov.  22,  1865. 
Ford,  Egbert  A  .  transf.  Co.  D.  Vet.  M.  O.  Nov.  22,  1855. 
Hinton,  Henry,  Recruit,  deserted  .April  7,  1863, 
Hunsley,  Stephen  .A.,  Recruit,  transferred  Co.  D.  Vet. 
Langley,  Jesse.  Recruit,  mustered  out  Dec.  30,  1864. 
Matthews,  William,  Recruit,  re  enlisted  as  Veteran. 
Rice,  John,  Recruit,  re-enlisted  as  Veteran. 
Smith.  William,  transf.  Co.  F.  Vet.      M.  O.  Nov.  22,  1865. 
Tavlor,  J.ts.  M.,  transf.  Co.  F.  Vet.  Dis.  Mar.  29,  '65  ;  d  s.ib. 
White,  Jno.  J.,  transf  Co.  F.  Vet.     M.  O.  Nov.  22,  1865. 

COMPANY    M. 

.McDonald,  Geo.  W..  Private,  died  Ark.  Sep.  13.  1863 
.McDonald,  William  M.,  Priv.rte,  re-enhsted  .as  Veteian. 
Pummill,  John, 

Peel,  William  S.,  Private,  discharged  .Aug.  18.  1862  ;  disab. 
McDonald,  Wm.  H,,  tr.ansf  Co.  C.  Vet.  M.  O.  Nov.  22.  '65. 
Pummill,  John,  died  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  May  26,  1864. 
Richardson,  Geo.  B.,  transf.  Co.  C.  Vet.  .Nov.  22,  1865. 
Bingham,  Edward  J.,  transf.  Co.  C.  Vet.  M.O.  .Nov.  22  '63. 
Copple,  Matthew  H.,  transf.  Co.  C.  Vet.  ^L  O  Nov.  22  65 
Fleming.  James  M.,  transf  Co.  C.  Vet.  M.O  Nov.  22,'  65. 
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Godby,  W'm.  R..  transf.  Co.  C.  Vet.  M.  O.June  22,  lS6c. 

Cowan,  lames  H.,  Un.issigned  Recruit. 

Doroon,  James  H,  ''  " 

Easley,  Jolin  T.,  "  "       transferred    Co.    E. 

Vet. 
Gregorv'.  Harrrison,  Unassigned  Recruit. 
Tulliill  Charles  H.,  ■•  '•       see  Co.  E.  Vet. 

llTH    CAVALRY    REIilMEST. 
COMPANY    II. 

lolmson,  Levin,  Recruit,  mustered  out  Sep.  30,  1865. 

COMPANY  M. 
Lenasters,  Columbus,  Unassigned    R<'cruit,   mustered   out 
May  23',  1S63. 

l+rn     CAVALRY     REGIMENT. 

COMPANY    E. 

Steel,  Isaac,  tr-msfcrred  Co.  C,  M.  O.  July  31,  1S65. 

IGxn    CAVALRY    REGIMENT. 

COMP.YNY    D. 

Lament,  Gaines,  Recruit,  deserted  Nov.  21,  1S63. 

1st   ARTILLERY. 


I  BATTERY'    C 

Wm.  A.  Dawson,  Corporal,  deserted  |uly  12,  1862. 

nehvmer,  Henry  H.,  Coqioral,  M.  O^  Oct.  22,  1864. 

Deh'ymer,  Enoch  C,  "         deserted  July  20,  1862. 

Humphreys,  Charles,         "         discharged  for  promot  on  to 
Lieut,  in  8th  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  .\rlillery. 

Humphreys,  Charles  F.,  Corporal,  promoted  ist  Lieut.  Co. 
C.     M.'O.  Aug.  3,  1865. 
1  Hardtner,  Henry,  Corporal,  M.  O.  Oct.  22,  1864,  as  Sergt, 

Lawton,  Geo.  W.,  Corporal,  re-enlisted  as  Veteran. 


Kcllev,  Jasper  N'.,  R 
Lockwood,  Daniel,  1 


BATTEKY    D. 
•cruit,  mustered  out   July  28,  1865. 
Lecruit,  deserted  MarOh  7,  1S62. 


Law  to 

Jno.  A., 
n,  George  W.,  Veteran,  mustered  out 

BATTERY    0. 

Aug.  3,  186 

Deega 

1,  Robert,  Recruit,  ^L  O.  Aug.  1,  1865 
Wm.  T.,  Recruit,  discharged  May  29 

BATTERY'   F. 

'1865;  disa 

Flemi 

ig,  David  J., died  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  F 
BATTERY    K. 

•b.  14,  1S65 

Ritzm 

an,  Geo.  \V.,  Recruit,  ^L  0.  May  26, 
BATTERY   M. 

1865. 

.\llen 

Alexander,  Unassigncd  Recruit. 

2n    ARTILLERY. 

BATTERY    B. 

Lovejnv,  Alfred  C,  Recruit,  term  expired  June   2 

Promoted  2d  Lieut.  Co.  B.     AL  O.  July  15,  lS6  = 


,  1864. 


Smith,  John,  " 

29tii  u.  s.  colored  infantry', 
company'  i. 
Agee,  Geo.,  iL  O.  Nov.  6,  1865. 

COMPANY   K. 

Pillow,  John,  Unassigned  Recruit. 

Smith,  James, 

Van  Pierce,  Henry,  Unassigned  Recruit,  sultstitutc. 

13th  u.  s.  colored  artillery. 

Chandler,  William,  cnhsted  April  11,  1865. 
Long,  Charles, 


MISCELLANEOUS  ORGANIZATIONS. 

Anderson,  J.as.  W.,  Cav.ilry,  9th  Kansas  Cavalry. 
FIRST    ARMY    CORPS. 
RCSTER  OF  ENLISTED    MEN  OF  COMPANY  NO.  10. 

Assigned  to  Compauy  K.  8th  Regiment,  U.  S. 
Veteran  Volunteers. 

Hoffman,    Joseph,  M.  O.  .\pril  11,  1865,  as  Corporal. 

Ballus,  Andrew  |.,  Private,  mustered  out  April  11,  i366. 

Cochoran,  .\lmers, 

Byrne,  Patrick  "  "  " 

Knapp,  Henry,  "  '*  " 

Kervin,  James, 

Paulus,  John,  " 

Burnett."  Wm.  R.,  "  " 

Singsfield,  William,  Private,  mustered  out  April  12,  1866. 

Quielesh,  William,  Private,  mustered  out  April  13.  1866. 

Guenther,  Joseph,  Private,  mustered  out  .\pril  13,  1866. 

Miller,  Leonard,  I'rivate,  mustered  out  April  13,  1866. 

Engle,  Martin,  Private,  mustered  out  .\pril  13,  1866. 

Trogdon,  Howell  G.,  Private,  mustered  out  .April  13,  l8t36. 

Graves,  John,  Private,  mustered  out  .April  13,  1866. 

Hellwig,  Jacob,  Private,  mustered  out  April  13,  1866. 

Gunion,  James,  Private. 

Jenningsj  William,  Private,  mustered  out  April  13,  1S66. 

Spangler,  Walter,  Private,  mustered  out  April  12,  1866. 

ENLISTED   MEN   OF   CO.   NO.   12. 

Bamniel,  Christopher  enlisted  April  14.  1865. 
Burgen,  .Abraham,  enlisted  April  14,  1865. 
Becker,  John,  enlisted  .April  14,  1865. 
Crawford,  Joseph  A.,  enlisted  April  12.  1865. 
Douglas,  James  O.,  enlisted  April  14,  1865. 
Dabozyinsky,  Simeon,  enlisted  April  14.  1865. 
Goedert,  Michael,  enlisted  April  14.  1865. 
Heist,  Keller,  enlisted  April  13,  1863. 
Halshizer,  John,  enlisted  .April  12,  1865. 
Peppercorn,  John,  enlisted  April  14,  1865. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 
FX'CLESiASTicAL  iiisTOUY  OF  cnnisriAN  couxrv. 


rRE-SBYTERIAX  CHURCH  AT  PAXA. 

COMPILED    BY    PROF.    J.    R.    EDMONDS. 

OHN  M.  RATION  and  Milan  S.  Beckwitli,  prompted  to 
do  sometiiing  in  the  line  of  benevolence,  went  forth  to 
collect  some  money  for  the  benefit  of  an  itinerant  M.  E. 
^Minister,  when  perchance  they  called  on  Franklin  L. 
Saunders,  and  daring  the  conversation  learned  that  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Patton  goes  home  and  informs 
his  mother  that  he  had  found  a  Presbyterian  !  With  this  informa- 
tion, that  good  Christian  woman,  herself  a  member  of  the  same 
church,  was  much  pleased,  and  expressed  a  desire  to  hear  some 
Presbyterian  preaching.  These  men,  acting  on  this  suggestion, 
arranged  that  Mr.  Saunders  should  go  to  Vandiilia,  by  the  next 
train,  the  residence  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Gordon,  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  and  invite  him  to  visit  and  preach  in  Pana.  The  invita- 
tion was  accepted,  and  the  Rev.  Gordon  came  the  same  week  and 
preached  for  that  people,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  April,  185G. 
He  says :  "  Jly  first  sermon  and  several  that  succeeded  it  were  de- 
livered in  a  little  house  about  10x16  feet,  owned  and  used  by  M.  S. 
Beckwith  as  a  ware-room  for  stowing  away  goods,  and  boxes, 
which  then  stood,  and  is  still  standing  on  the  alley  west  of  the  old 
meeting-house."  Some  of  these  boxes  were  put  out  to  make  room, 
others  arranged  for  seats,  and  one  used  as  a  pulpit.  The  ladies  sat 
on  the  boxes  and  sacks,  in  the  house,  and  the  men  on  the  boxes  and 
hastily  improvised  seats  on  the  outside.  At  times  the  little  church 
house  proved  too  small  for  the  congregation.  The  floor  was  very 
open,  and  the  cracks  revealed  a  number  of  pigs  rubbing  around, 
which  caused  the  ladies  not  a  little  uneasiness. 

It  truly  may  be  reckoned  a  day  of  sm.all  things,  both  as  to  the 
church  and   village,  when  Rev.  G.irdon   came  to  this  field  ;    and 


though  the  preaching  and  place  of  worship  may  have  been  wanting 
in  some  of  the  adornments  and  taste  of  modern  times,  the  common 
people,  (all  were  common  then,)  heard  the  message  gladly.  This 
house  was  built  originally  for  a  school-house.  It  then  fronted  on 
the  open  prairie,  standing  on  tlie  rear  of  the  Beckwith — Walsh  lot, 
with  no  fences,  streets,  or  buildings  near.  Arrangements  were 
made,  by  which  the  Rev.  Gordon  preached  every  two  weeks. 
This  W.1S  the  origin  and  beginning  of  Presbyterianism  in  Pana. 

The  first  sermon  ever  preached  in  Pana  was  by  the  Rev.  E.  B. 
Olmstead,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  in  a  freight  car  standing  on  the 
I.  C.  R.  R.,  on  a  bright  autumnal  Sabljath,  in  October,  1855. 

Rev.  Gordon  states  that  after  preacliing  his  first  sermon,  a  sub- 
saription  paper  was  circulated  the  next  morning,  and  over  S300  sub- 
scribed towards  erecting  a  house  of  worship.  Nearly  every  family 
in  the  community,  and  men  having  no  families,  interested  them- 
selves in  this  work.  Nor  was  it  a  mere  negative  interest;  it  was 
manifested  by  raising  the  subscription  to  $1,200.  This  was  noble 
for  the  small  population,  but  they  were  all  anxious  to  see  a  "  meet- 
ing-house" in  the  midst  of  their  town,  thus  "  growing  up  as  by 
magic." 

On  the  21st  of  May,  1856,  a  religious  society  was  formed  by  the 
Rev.  Jos.  Gordon,  to  be  known  hereafter  as  the  "First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Pana."  At  the  same  time,  five  trustees — John  M.  Pat- 
ton,  Samuel  V.  B.  Snider,  C.  H.  Harrison,  Mason  French  and 
Franklin  L.  Saunders — were  elected  for  a  terra  of  five  years.  Cer- 
tificate of  organization,  to  that  effect,  was  made  by  John  M.  Patton, 
before  Wm.  Pryce,  J.  P  ,  June  9,  1856.  They  energetically  set 
about  making  preparations  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship, 
and  selected  a  lot  on  Locust  street,  which  the  proprietor  of  the 
town,  David  A.  Neal,  generously  donated  and  conveyed  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  church,  on  the  8th  of  October,  1856. 

In  addition  to  these  officers,  there  was  a  "  building  committee" 
appointed:  consisting  of  M.  S.  Beckwith,  Jno.  M.  Patton  and 
Franklin  L.  Saunders,  who  had  the  more  immediate  control  of  the 
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work  and  the  raising  aud  collecting  of  funds  for  its  prosecution. 
A  contract  was  then  made  with  Thos.  B.  Hickman,  of  Vandalia,  to 
build  a  frame  house,  34x50  feet  in  size,  of  good  material,  finished 
in  a  workmanlike  manner,  with  belfr}',  aud  to  be  completed  by  the 
1st  of  January,  1857,  at  a  cost  of  82,100.  In  aid  of  the  enterprise 
a  donation  of  S500  was  secured  from  the  board  of  church  erection. 
The  house  was  not  completed  as  soon  as  at  first  contemplated,  but  it 
is  noted,  under  that  date,  that  "  the  first  church  edifice  of  Pana  is 
enclosed,  and  the  floor  laid."  But,  in  time,  the  church  was 
finished,  and  before  it  was  dedicated  a  terrible  tornado  passed  over 
Pana,  on  the  13th  of  June,  1857,  wrecking  badly  twenty-five  or 
thirty  houses,  carrying  with  it  a  portion  of  the  roof  of  the  church, 
thus  giving  free  access  to  the  torrents  of  rain  which  fell  and  seri- 
ously damaged  the  plastering,  rendering  it  unfit  for  occupation. 
This  was  a  serious  loss,  but  the  members  of  the  congregation  and 
citizens  generally  brought  in  their  offerings  ;  the  house  was  speedi- 
ly repaired,  so  that  on  the  19th  of  September,  1857,  some  two 
months  after  the  disaster,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Gordon  preached  the 
first  sermon  in  the  church,  and  "  dedicated  tlie  house  to  the  Trluue 
God  in  prajer. " 

The  organization  of  the  "  First  Presbyterian  Church  "  of  Pana 
was  completed  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Gordon,  on  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, 1856.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  original  members  : 
— Franklin  L.  Saunders,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Saunders,  Caroline  Tun- 
ison,  Mary  Alexander,  Martha  Patton,  Robert  B.  Alexander,  and 
]\Irs.  Mary  Jane  Pryce.  Franklin  L.  Saunders  was  elected  aud 
ordained  to  the  office  of  Ruling  Elder.  The  original  members  of 
the  church  are  still  living,  and  all  but  two  residing  around  Pana. 
The  church  was  organized  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Patton.  It 
seemed  proper  it  should  be  so.  This  house  probably  was  one  of  the 
most  fitting  emblems  of  the  Presbyterian  church  to  be  found  in 
Pana  at  that  time  ;  for  when  "  the  winds  blew  and  the  floods  came 
it  fell  not."  The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  on  the  Kith  of 
October,  1857.  Present — Rev.  Joseph  Gordon  and  Franklin  L 
Saunders,  (clerk  of  the  session.)  The  following  members  were  re- 
ceived by  letter  :  S.  A.  Call  and  Maria  Call ;  on  examination.  Miss 
Martha  Patton,  George  Patton  and  E  B.  Hartshorn.  On  the  9ih 
of  May,  1858,  two  additional  elders,  S.  A  Call  and  E.  B.  Harts- 
horn, were  elected  and  ordained  by  Rev.  Gordon,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Thos.  Lippinoott.  Additions  have  been  made  at  every  com- 
munion since  its  organization. 

The  following  persons  have  served  or  are  now  serving  the  church 
as  Ruling  Elders:  Franklin  L.  Saunders,  S.  A.  Call,  E.  B.  Harts- 
horn, Charles  W.  Sibley,  Eli  F.  Chittenden,  Alfred  McClure,  A. 
AV.  Gailey,  T.  W.  Lippincott,  S.  P.  Johns,  R.  C.  Coyner,  D.  A. 
Gilbert,  S.  H.  Bird,  J.  S.  Veeder,  Thos.  Smith  and  J.  M.  Rass. 

The  ministers  that  have  ofiiciated  since  the  organization  of  the 
church  are — first,  the  Rev.  Joseph  G.jrdon,  who  was  the  stated 
supply  from  its  formation  till  the  16th  of  June,  1858 ;  then  followed 
Rev.  Jas.  S.  Walton,  till  the  1st  of  June,  1859 ;  Rev.  Joseph  Gor- 
don again  officiated  until  the  1st  of  May,  1863;  he  was  followed 
by  Rev.  E.  W.  Ta3dor,  as  supply,  to  September  19th,  1861,  when 
Rev.  Gordon  again  returned  for  the  third  time,  and  served  until 
March  18th,  1866.  Rev.  W.  P.  Gibson  next  received  a  call,  and 
commenced  his  labors  July  1,  1866.  He  was  installed  as  its  first 
p.astor  on  the  11th  of  October  following,  aud  continued  in  the  work 
of  the  pastorate  till  Dec.  4th,  1870.  Rev.  John  Kidd  followed  as 
supply  from  Jan.  1st,  1871,  till  Oct.  14th,  1873.  Oa  the  1st  of 
January,  1874,  Rev.  R.  M.  Roberts  was  called  to  preach,  and  oc- 
cupied the  pulpit  till  Jan.  1st,  1880. 

It  is  noted  as  early  as  the  24th  of  April,  1858,  that  the  church 
had  a  good  choir,  a  large,  well-regulated  Sabbath  school   aud  an 


efficient  Bible-class.  The  names  of  the  several  Sabbath-school 
superintendents  since  its  organization  are — A.  Keeler,  W.  H. 
Bradley,  H.  D.  Brigham,  W.  C.  Sumner,  J.  H.  Baldwin,  S.  P. 
Johns,  O.  H.  Paddock,  T.  \V.  Lippincott,  R.  C.  Coyner  aud  R.  M. 
Henderson.  Some  of  these  have  served  twice  and  three  times. 
The  first  four  wore  superintendents  when  it  was  a  Uniun  school. 

The  first  Sabbath  after  the  church  was  dedicated,  the  Presbytery 
of  Alton  held  its  fall  meeting,  in  1857,  in  Pana.  The  Iteporter 
thus  speaks  of  it :  "Notwithstanding  the  newness  of  the  place,  abun- 
dant accommodations  were  provided  for  all  the  members  of  the 
Presbytery.  Nor  were  these  the  only  guests.  Gov.  Slade,  of  Ver- 
mont, with  thirteen  female  teachers,  were  there,  just  arrived  from 
the  East.  And  still  there  was  room,  for  largeness  of  heart  has  a 
wonderful  influence  to  make  narrow  accommodations  wide  and 
ample." 

The  self-sacrificing  labors  of  Rev.  Gordon  for  this  church  from 
first  to  last  were  great.  Amidst  its  many  trials,  thrice  did  he  come 
to  its  relief  with  a  heart  full  of  Christian  love.  He  was  possessed 
of  energy  and  executive  ability,  as  well  as  the  bold  herahl  of  the 
Gospel.  In  the  presentation  cf  truth,  he  was  at  all  times  earnest 
and  instructive;  and  his  aged  Christian  life  ever  shed  a  halo  of 
fragrant  perfume  all  around.  For  many  years  his  genial  face  has 
been  familiar  on  the  streets;  and  "Father  Giordon"  a  household 
word  with  the  good  citizens  of  Pana.  Nor  were  his  labors  unap- 
preciated. In  recognition  of  his  services,  in  one,  of  many  instances, 
a  large  and  handsomely  bound  Bible  was  publicly  presented,  with 
this  inscription  :  "  To  Rev.  Joseph  Gordon,  from  the  Alton  aud 
Terre  Haute  railroad  boys." 

Two  gentlemen  received  permission  to  re-model  the  pulpit  at 
their  own  expense.  Other  acts  of  kindness  were  exhibited.  Indeed 
the  evidence  was  apparent  on  every  hand,  that  the  people  of  Pana 
had  some  proper  appreciation  of  the  value  and  importance  of  reli- 
gious privileges. 

Like  most  churches,  when  completed,  there  was  a  small  debt 
hanging  over  it.  Soon  the  ladies  of  the  congregation  were  found 
at  the  front  and  "did  what  they  could"  to  help  meet  it.  A  festival 
was  held  in  the  new  church,  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1857. 
The  committee  of  arrangements  in  this  movemeut  were  Mrs.  O. 
Monroe,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Kneeland,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Rice,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Little, 
Miss  Ann  Baltzley,  Miss  Ophelia  M.  Putnam,  Mrs.  M.  S.'Beckwith 
and  Mrs.  A.  Keeler.     Tickets,  50  ceuts;  amount  realized,  §140. 

^liss  Paine,  of  Du  Quoin,  111.,  presented  the  society  with  a  set  of 
handsome  curtains  for  the  church-windows.  The  whole  cost  of  the 
church,  when  completed,  was  §2,300.  Pana  at  this  time  had  no 
town-hall  or  other  place  of  meeting.  The  church  being  the  only 
commodious  house  in  the  winter  of  1857-8,  was  used  by  everybody 
— Presbyterians,  Lutherans,  Methodists,  aud  during  the  long  win- 
ter-evenings, the  Lyceum  prospered  by  being  able  to  find  within 
its  walls  room  for  the  large  audiences  which  were  accustomed  to 
assemble  at  its  discussions.  It  was  used  by  singing  schools,  tem- 
perance-lectures, agricultural  addres.ses  and  occasionally  by  concert- 
troupes.  In  course  of  time,  this  indiscriminate  use  of  the  church 
was  forbidden  by  the  Session.  The  question  arose  between  the 
Trustees  aud  Session,  as  to  which  had  the  right  to  control  the  house. 
The  Elders  said :  "  This  is  our  business,  and  not  that  of  the  Trus- 
tees;" and  the  local  pastor,  Rev.  J.  S.  Walton,  said  :  "This  pulpit 
is  mine,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  occupy  it  without  my  consent." 
The  result  was  the  Session  controlled  the  chui-ch,  and  for  a  time 
the  interdiction  caused  some  unpleasant  feeling  in  the  community. 
The  pastor's  salary  was  §500  per  annum. 

In  February,  1875,  Mr.  Roberts  called  the  officers  of  the  church 
together,  and  urged  upon  them  the  alwolutc  necessit}'  of  erecting  a 
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new  liouse  of  worship.  A  resolution  was  passed  at  that  meeting 
setting  forth,  that  if  the  members  of  the  church  wnuh.l  chitho  the 
session  and  trustees  with  power  to  sell  the  old  church  and  lot,  and 
buy  another  site,  leaving  them  unhampered  as  to  location,  plan  or 
cost  of  the  new  building,  they  would  undertake  the  enterprise.  At 
a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  church,  held  Feb.  17th,  ltS75,  the 
authority  was  given  as  rc(iueste(l,  excepting  that  the  site  was  to  be 
approved  of  by  the  majority  of  the  niember.s.  The  officers  went  to 
work  at  once.  After  much  negotiation,  a  site  was  selected  seventy 
by  one  hundred  feet,  corner  of  North  Third  and  Maple  streets. 
The  members  of  the  churcli  confirmed  the  selection  by  almost  a 
unanimous  vote.  After  many  plans  had  been  suggested,  the  com- 
mittee decided  on  a  plan,  submitted  by  Elder  T.  W.  Lippincutt, 
for  a  building  forty  by  eighty  feet,  with  side-entrances  and  a  sliding 
partition  cutting  off  thirty  two  feet  for  Sunday-school  purposes, 
with  room  above  for  sociables.  A  sub-committee  on  finance,  con- 
sisting of  R.  C.  Coyner,  J.  S.  Vecder  and  S.  W.  Bird,  were  ap- 
])ointed,  and  also  a  committee  of  con,struction,  composed  of  T.  AV. 
Lippincott,  S.  P.  Johns  and  D.  C.  McLeod. 

The  financial  labor  was  divided,  giving  the  ladies  the  responsi- 
bility of  raising  money  to  purchase  furniture  for  the  interior,  and 
to  the  Sabbath-school  was  given  the  duty  of  raising  funds  sufficient 
to  buy  a  five  hundred  pound  bell.  All  went  to  work  with  a  will, 
and  though  the  financial  condition  of  the  country  was  depressed  on 
account  of  \iooy  crops  and  bad  weather,  the  church  was  built  and 
furnished  by  the  third  of  September,  1876  ;  at  which  time  it  was 
dedicated  practically  free  from  debt.  The  church  cost  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars,  including  price  of  site.  The  bell  which  hung  in  the 
old  church  is  now  in  the  Lutheran  church  in  Piina,  and  luav  still 
be  heard  each  Sabbath  calling  the  worshiper  to  come. 

rrEsm-TEKi.VN  ciiukcii  .\.t  tayi,oi:ville. 

This  church  was  organized  by  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Bergen,  D.D.,  of 
Springfield,  Illinois,  July  2Gth,  1857.  The  following  list  comprises 
the  original  members : — Xathaniel  Harris,  BIrs.  Sophronia  Harris, 
t'alvin  Goudy,  JI.D.,  Mrs.  Marthy  Goudy,  H.  D.  Brigham,  Mrs. 
Mary  L.  Brigham,  A.  B.  Harris,  Mrs.  Sarah  Harris,  Xoyes  Ladd, 
Jlrs.  riuebe  Ladd,  Jacob  Overholt,  ^Mrs.  Abigail  Torrey^  Geo.  W. 
Lash,  Jlrs.  Su.san  C.  Sattley,  Mrs.  Jane  E.  Chapman,  Mrs.  Mary 
Ryan,  IMr.-^.  Harriet  Ladd,  Jlrs.  Jane  ]\Iiller,  Mi.ss  Sophronia 
Harris.  Of  these  nineteen  members,  only  five  are  now  on  the 
ground,  the  rest  having  died  or  moved  to  other  churches.  At  first 
they  had  no  house  of  worship,  but  used  that  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church  for  several  j'ears;  then,  for  a  time,  they  wor- 
shiped in  the  north-west  school-house.  During  these  years  the 
membership  had  increased  to  over  fift\'.  In  the  summer  of  18GJ 
they  began  to_  build  a  house  of  worship  for  themselves,  and  dedi- 
cated it  comjdete  February  Gth,  1870.  Tlic  cost,  including  lots, 
was  8G,000.  It  is  noted  for  its  neat  and  tasteful  arrangement,  and 
has  a  seating  cajiacity  of  nearly  -iOl). 

In  1875  the  membership  had  reached  the  nuuibcr  of  175 — liut 
has  declined  since  then  by  death  and  removals,  until  now  it 
is  little  more  than  100  ;  these  are  hopeful,  and  have  before  them, 
as  a  church,  good  prospects  of  increase  and  great  usefulness. 

Since  this  church  had  a  house  of  worship  it  has  maintained  an 
active,  earnest  and  efficient  Sabbath-school,  whose  membership  has 
ranged  from  100  to  nearly  300,  the  last  annual  report  giving  the 
membership  enrolled  as  288.  The  Superintendents  of  this  school 
have  been  Dr.  Calvin  Goudy,  Wm.  M.  Provine,  Esq.,  and  Hon.  II. 
P.  Shumway,  the  last  the  present  incumbent  in  office. 

The  following  comprises  the  list  of  the  elders,  in  their  order: 
Calvin   Goudv,   iM.  D.,   Ilarvev    D.    Rrigham,   Nathaniel    Harris, 


Jo.seph  C.  Smith,  Samuel  W.  Morrison,  John  E.  Montgomery, 
Emanuel  Johns,  and  A.  R.  Harris,  Wm.  W.  Hall,  Andrew  J. 
Willey,  Wm.  T.  Evans.  Tiie  four  last  mentioned  constituting  the 
present  board.  Of  all  the.se,  Dr.  C.  Goudy,  until  his  decease  in 
1877,  led  ill  activity,  jilanning,  praying,  and  working  almost  in- 
cessantly for  the  church's  advancement.  I'erhaps  to  him,  more 
than  to  any  one  individual,  tlie  church  owes  its  prosperity  and  suc- 
cessful history. 

Among  others  who  have  been  more  or  less  helpful  as  officers  for 
the  church,  may  be  mentioned  John  W.  Price,  A.  G.  Barnes,  E.  A. 
Miller,  P.  G.  Barton,  Jos.  M.  Crabb,  and  G.  Crooker. 

This  church  has  had  the  following  pastors,  in  their  order:  Revs. 
H.  R.  L?wis,  J.  H.  Harris,  Robt.  Rudd,  L.  Faye  Walker,  J.  C. 
Hill,  L.  C,  Littell,  and  the  present  incumbent,  H.  P.  Carson.  It 
has  enrolled  as  members,  in  all,  278,  making  an  average  of  about 
12  additions  annually,  and  an  annual  average  membership  since 
1875  of  about  125. 

Besides  the  8(3,000  for  liuil.ling  their  house  of  worsliip,  this 
church  has  contributed  for  the  carrying  on  of  church  work  at  home 
and  elsewhere  over  81G,0i)l.). 

I'UESBYTERIAN    CHURCH    OF    A.SSU.MPTrON. 

As  the  village  of  Assumption  was  first  called  Tacusa,  so  was  the 
church  called  Tacusa  Church  until  the  towns  of  A.ssuraption  and 
Tacusa  were  united  under  one  name.  Since  tiiat  time  it  has  been 
known  as  the  A.ssumption  Presbyterian  Church. 

Marcus  L.  Barrett  was  the  first  Presbyterian  who  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Assumption  ;  and  as  he  was  fondly  devoted  to  the  church  of 
his  choice,  and  was  able  by  his  keen  foresight  to  see  the  advantages 
of  the  church  to  this  new  town,  he  soon  had  a  meeting  arranged  and 
a  minister  invited  to  come  and  preach  to  the  few  scattered  iidiabit- 
ants. 

At  that  time  only  a  few  hou.ses  could  be  seen  on  the  wide  expanse 
of  prairie  as  viewed  from  the  depot  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
wlych  was  then  in  its  infancy.  The  Presbyterian  Church  was  the 
first  Protestant  Church  in  the  town.  It  was  organized  in  the 
dwelling  of  M.  L.  Barrett,  on  the  27th  day  of  May,  1857,  by 
Mr.  H.  R.  Lewis,  a  minister  invited  from  a  distance,  to  attend  to 
this  special  work.  The  congregation  was  gathered  from  the  country 
for  miles  around,  and  the  orginization  was  made  with  a  membership 
of  forty- 

The  first  Elders  chosen  were  S.  C.  Sheller  and  Wm.  G  Cal- 
houn. Elders  since  ciiosen  D.miel  Gahagan,  Zadok  Lanhara, 
George  White,  S.  M.  Jloore,  William  Ray,  John  Moore  and  Dr.  J. 
Bennett.  The  following  are  the  ministers  who  have  been  engaged 
in  the  labors  connected  with  the  church  ;  H.  R  Lewis,  preached 
from  1859  to  1860,  one  year;  Clark  Louden,  from  1861  to  1S6G  ; 
B.  E.  Blayo,  1866  to  1868,  the  last  year  as  installed  pastor.  AVash- 
ingtou  !Maynard  took  charge  of  the  church  as  a  supply  in  1868,  and 
was  installed  pastor,  September  24, 1873  ;  which  pastorate  ended  in 
September,  1875.  R.  ]M.  Neill  was  employed  on  January  1,  1876, 
as  a  supply  for  the  pulpit  for  one  year,  but  owing  to  adverse  circum- 
stances he  gave  up  the  charge  in  August,  187G,  and  Washington 
Maynard  again  occupied  the  pulpit,  beginning  October  1,1876, and 
continues  in  the  services  of  the  church  to  the  present  time.  The 
church  edifice  was  erected  in  1861,  and  was  dedicated  June  23d  of 
that  year.  The  building  cost  one  thousand  dollars  ;  the  ground 
upon  which  it  stands  having  been  donated  by  E.  E.  Malhoit.  In 
1867,  a  parsonage  was  built  on  a  part  of  the  same  lot  on  which  the 
church  stands.  The  parsonage  is  a  two  story  frame  building,  built 
at  a  cist  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  membership  of 
this  church  is  about  two  hunilred. 
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MOREISOKVILLE  PRESBYTERIAN   CHURCH. 

Rev.  Washington  Maynard,  of  Assumption,  Illinois,  and  Dr. 
Calvin  Goudy,  of  Taylorville,  by  appointment  of  the  Presbytery, 
organized  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Morrisonville,  on  the  second 
Sabbath  in  January,  in  the  year  1871.  The  membership  at  that 
early  date  in  the  history  of  the  town  was  only  fifteen  persons,  but 
they  were  endowed  with  genuine  Christian  zeal,  and  became  the 
foundation  of  a  church  organization  that  soon  grew  to  greater  pro- 
portions and  extensive  influence.  That  small  number  formed  a 
nucleus  around  which  have  gathered  one  hundred  and  eighty  more, 
making  a  good  and  influential  band  of  Christian  workers.  In  the 
month  of  May,  1872,  E.  P.  Rankin,  a  young  man,  at  the  time  a 
student  of  Princeton  College,  New  Jersey,  was  euuaged  to  preach 
for  four  months.  At  the  end  of  the  engagement,  he,  (having  ac- 
ceptably performed  the  duties  of  his  office),  was  called  to  be  pastor 
of  the  church,  and  was  installed  and  ordained  in  due  form.  The 
congregation  felt  the  need  of  a  suitable  house  of  worship,  and  in  the 
winter  of  1871  and  1872,  they  proceeded  to  erect  one,  at  a  cost  of 
about  five  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  church  was  dedicated  in  due  form  in  the  month  of  July,  1872. 
The  amount  of  indebtedness  at  the  time  of  the  dedication  was  about 
one  half  of  the  original  cost  of  the  building. 

The  debt  was  bravely  assumed  and  carried  by  the  nicmbcrs!ii]i, 
and  soon  began  to  diminish  under  careful  financial  management. 
During  the  winter  of  1879-80,  the  debt  was  entirely  paid  off, 
amid  much  rejoicing  by  the  faithful  members  of  the  organization. 

The  church  is  a  handsome  building  on  one  of  the  best  lots  in 
town,  and  has  an  active  membership  at  the  present  time,  thougli 
somewhat  reduced  by  removals  and  other  common  causes.  The 
future  of  this  church  seems  bright,  and  a  prospect  of  great  usefulness 
is  opening  up  before  it,  and  with  the  usual  activity  of  its  members 
it  will  soon  rank  high  as  a  church,  and  man)'  will  be  glad  to  .say 
"  this  or  that  man  was  born  there." 

THE  CrMBERLAND  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

BY  REV.  C.  G.  KEOWX. 

In  attempting  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  hi.«tory  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church  in  Christian  county,  I  regret  that 
my  means  of  information  are  so  meagre  and  iucomjilete,  that  it 
will  be  out  of  my  power  to  give  the  patrons  of  this  work  as  full 
asketch  of  that  branch  ofthegreatChristian  church, of  which  I  write, 
and  have  the  honor  to  be  an  humble  member,  as  it  deserves,  and 
as  the  future  reader  may  expect  Nor  am  I  insensible  to  the  im- 
portance, as  well  as  the  delicacy  of  the  task  I  undertake.  It  is  one, 
however,  which  I  have  considered  duo  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  and 
especially,  to  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  first  introduction  of  Cumberland  Presbyterianism  in  the 
county,  so  far  as  the  writer  has  any  means  of  information,  was  as 
early  as  1837,  when  Rev.  J.  M.  Bone,  (as  we  learn  from  his  own 
statement,)  by  order  of  Vandalia  Presbytery,  as  a  circuit  rider, 
preached  some  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  county.  He  doubt- 
less preached  there  the  first  sermon  by  a  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
minister  in  the  county. 

We  find  also  by  reference  to  the  minutes  of  Vandalia  Presbytery, 
that  there  was  a  congregation  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  the 
county,  known  as  "  North  Mt.  Carmel  congregation,"  as  early  as 
1844.  But  we  have  no  record  of  the  date  of  its  organization,  and 
it  seems  to  have  been  lost  sight  of 

In  the  spring  of  1841,  James  H.  Boyd  and  Alfred  Boyd,  moved 
with  their  families  from  Christian  county,  Kentucky,  and  located 
on  Bear  creek,  in  what  was  then  a  ])art  of  Montgomery  county,  but 
afterward,  in  the   formation  of  Christian,  this  pai't  of  the   old   was 


embraced  in  the  new  county.  Having  been  accustomed  to  enjoying 
the  means  of  grace  from  the  hands  of  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
ministers,  in  their  former  home,  it  was  not  strange  that  they,  soon 
after  locating  in  this  then  new  and  sparsely  settled  section  of  coun- 
try, began  to  long  fur  the  means  of  grace  to  which  they  had  been 
accustomed. 

Consequently  they  with  a  few  other  Christian  men  and  women 
banded  themselves  together  in  a  Cumberland  Presbyterian  society 
.*ome  time  in  1841,  with  a  view  of  setting  up  the  standard  of  the 
gospel  as  Cumberland  Presbyterians. 

In  the  summer  of  1842,  Jas.  H.  Boyd  started  out  in  search 
of  a  Cumberland  Presbyterian  minister.  After  traveling  some 
distance  he  was  informed  that  there  was  a  meeting  then  in  pro- 
gress, being  conducted  by  ministers  of  that  order.  He  made  his 
way  thither  and  found  Revs.  Joel  Knight  and  Joseph  Barlow,  and 
in  response  to  his  earue-st  solicitations,  Rev.  Barlow  came  and 
jireaohed  for  them  occasionally.  December  8th,  1844,  Revs.  Knight 
and  Bailow,  by  order  of  ^'andalia  Presbytery,  organized  them  into 
a  eongregatiiin,  known  as  the  Antioch  congregation.  Jas.  H.  Boyd 
and  Alfred  Cuny  were  elected  aud  ordained  ruling  elders. 

In  the  fall  of  184.5,  Rev.  J.  M.  Bone  took  pastoral  charge  of  this 
newly  organized  congregation,  preaching  alternately  to  them,  and 
at  Taylorville,  the  county-seat.  He  states  to  the  writer,  "  As 
we  had  no  house  of  worship  at  Taylorville,  and  no  members,  I 
preached  at  first  at  the  private  residence  of  Mr.  Dorety,  in  a  room 
aljout  12  by  14  feet  square;  afterward  using  a  school-house  and 
then  the  court-house,  until  the  fall  of  1848,  when  the  Antioch  con- 
gregation built  a  house  of  worship  in  Taylorville,  costing  about 
.S50(],  aud  in  the  spring  of  1849  the  name  of  the  congregation  was 
changed  from  Antioch  to  Taylorville  ;  quite  a  number  of  the  mem- 
bers having  moved  to  that  place.  Rev.  J.  M.  Bone  continued  liis 
ministerial  services  with  them  until  the  spring  of  18-j(),  since  which 
time  they  have  enjoyed  the  ministerial  services  of  Revs.  J.  M.  Bone, 
J.  JI.  Galaway,  s!  Richards,  D.D.,  J.  B.  Logan,  D.D.,  E.  J.  Gille.s- 
jiie  aud  I.  H.  Coulter.  In  the  spring  of  1874,  this  congregation 
liuilt  a  neat  and  elegant  brick  church,  costing  them  about  §9,000, 
which  we  trust  may  long  stand  as  a  monument  to  their  fidelity  and 
a  blessing  to  the  world. 

And  although  they  have  met  with  severe  reverses,  yet,  with  the 
blessing  of  Almighty  God,  they  have  gradually  taken  stronger 
hold,  and  the  little  seed  that  was  planted  there  more  than  forty 
years  ago  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Bone,  under  the  most  unfovorable  circum- 
stances, has  not  only  sprung  up,  but  we  trust  is  bearing  fruit,  to  the 
honor  and  glory  of  God  an  hundred-fold. 

About  the  year  1861  or  1802,  Rev.  C.  T.  Linxwiler  located  in 
this  county,  and  operated  very  acceptably  and  successfully,  and 
mainly  through  his  instrumentality  on  September  13th,  1869,  a 
congregation  of  thirty-seven  members  was  organized  near  where  the 
town  of  Palmer  is  now  located,  known  as  the  Palmer  congregation  ; 
Rev.  J.  C.  Hamilton  assisted  in  the  organization.  A.  Boyd,  H.  C. 
Johnson,  A.  E.  Boyd  and  W.  W.  Elkin  were  chosen  elders,  and 
Jdseph  H.  Boyd,  deacon.  Revs.  Linxwiler  and  Hamilton  supplied 
them  with  ministerial  services  until  probably  the  spring  of  1871, 
w  hen  it  appears  that  Rev.  D.  R.  Bell  took  pastoral  charge  of  the  con- 
gregation, and  served  them  until  the  spring  of  1873,  at  which  time 
the  writer  took  charge  of  the  congregation  and  located  in  the  town 
of  Palmer,  preaching  for  them  each  alternate  Sabbath,  until  the  fall 
of  1875,  when  the  congregation  built  a  neat  and  comfortable  house 
of  worship,  costing  about  S1800,  and  dedicated  it  to  Almighty 
God,  January  23d,  1876. 

Itev.  J  B.  Young  supplied  the  congregation  with  [ireacliiug  dur- 
ing the  spring  and  summer  of  1S70,  after  wliieli  they  were  su]iplied 
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witli  tlie  word  and  ordinances  by  Rev.  W.  W.  ]M.  Barber,  until  the 
spring  of  1878,  wlicn  again  the  writer  served  them  a  short  time 
after  which  Rev.  J.  W.  Nichodomus  was  pastor  of  the  congregation 
for  one  year.  Since  tlie  fall  of  1878,  they  have  been  l)ut  partially 
supplied  with  preaching. 

During  the  short  history  of  this  congregation  it  has  enjoyed 
many  precious  seasons  of  grace,  and  through  God  she  has  been 
blessed  as  the  means  of  the  conver.siou  of  scores  of  immortal 
souls.  Yet  by  removals  and  deaths,  &.C.,  their  membership  does 
not  now  exceed  forty.  But  with  an  earnest  effjrt  on  their  part, 
and  the  blessing  of  God,  there  is  yet  for  them  a  brighter  day,  and 
reasons  for  encouragement  and  renewed  consecration. 

The  Morrisonville  congregation  at  Morrisonville  was  organized 
by  Rev.  D.  R.  Bell,  January  8th,  1871.  R.  M.  Young,  Wm.  Ho- 
ver and  W.  N.  Bell  were  chosen  elders. 

Rev.  D.  R.  Bell  took  pastoral  charge  of  this  congregation,  and 
continued  his  ministerial  services  with  them  until  the  spring  of  1873. 
During  his  stay  with  them  they  built  a  small  house  of  worship, 
costing  them  about  $800. 

lu  the  spring  of  1873,  the  writer  took  pastoral  charge  of  this 
congregation,  in  connection  with  his  work  in  Palmer,  giving  to  each 
of  them  half  his  time,  for  one  year  or  more. 

In  the  spring  of  1876,  the  writer  located  in  Morrisonville,  and 
has  continued  his  services  with  them  up  to  this  date.  In  addition 
to  these  organizations  we  have  members  living  in  different  parts  of 
the  county  urgently  calling  for  the  means  of  grace  at  the  hand  of 
Cumberland  I'rcsbyterian  ministers,  and  could  we  have  devoted 
ministers  sufficient  to  occupy  the  field,  there  might  soon  bo  congre- 
gations organized  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  sketch  without  giving  a  synopsis  of  the 
theological  position  that  we  occupy  as  a  branch  of  the  church  of 
Christ ;  and  thereby  answer  the  oft-repeated  inquiry  :  What  is  the 
difference  between  the  Cumberland  Presbyterians  and  other 
branches  of  the  great  Presbyterian  family  ? 

We  claim  to  be  neither  Calvinistic  nor  Arminian,  occupying 
as  we  claim  and  believe,  a  middle  ground  between  the  two  extremes 
of  Calvinism,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Arminianism  ou  the  other. 

We  understand  they  substantially  agree  on  the  doctrine  of  general 
depravity  and  salvation  by  grace.     In  this  we  agree  with  them. 

With  Arminians,  we  believe  in  a  full  and  free  atonement  for 
all  men,  and  that  all  men  may  be  saved  if  they  will. 

With  Calvinists,  we  believe  in  the  final  perseverance  of  the 
saints,  based  on  the  sovereignty  of  God  and  the  agency  of  man 
combined.  In  fact,  we  believe  that  the  Bible  system  of  theology, 
as  held  by  Cuml>erland  Presbyterians,  contains  all  that  is  good  in 
both  Arminianism  and  Calvinism,  and  none  of  the  olijectionable 
parts  of  either. 

In  our  system  we  have  the  true  relations  and  just  proportion  of 
the  supreme  and  subordinate  agency,  thereby  having  agency  as 
free  as  can  be  in  the  Arminian  system,  and  certainly  as  perfect  as  can 
be  in  the  Calvinistic,  without  the  uncertainty  of  the  one  and  the 
fatality  of  the  other. 


THE   UNITED   PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

BY    KEV.    ISA.\C    A.  WILSON. 

The  first  minister  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church  who  preached 
in  Christian  county  was  John  B.  Clark,  a  licentiate  of  the  Second 
Associate  Presbytery  of  Ohio,  one  Sabbath  in  July,  1852,  preaching 
in  Taylorville  in  the  morning,  and  at  the  house  of  John  Waddell 
in  the  evening.  In  the  following  autumn,  the  county  was  visited 
bv  Revs.  Thomas  Drenneu  and  J.  M.  Gordon,  each  preaching  ou 


Sabbath.  In  June,  1853,  Rev.  Joseph  Clokey,  of  St.  Clair,  Pa., 
preached  on  Sabbath,  and  organized  a  Sabbath-school  of  twenty 
scholars,  and  baptized  one  child,  Samuel  Clokey  Waddell,  son  of 
John  and  Ann  E.  Waddell.  After  this.  Rev.  S.  Millen  preached 
one  Sabbath. 

In  June,  1854,  Rev.  Joseph  Clokey  visited  this  locality,  preached 
one  Sabbath,  and  organized  a  congregation  of  thirteen  members, 
whose  names  we  here  record :  "  John  Waddell  and  his  wife,  Ann 
E  ;  Elijah  Waddell  and  his  wife,  Ruth  Ann  ;  Archibald  Waddell 
and  his  wife,  Eliza ;  James  Shaw  and  his  wife,  jMabel ;  Josiah 
Waddell,  Elenor  Tedlie,  Andrew  Orr  and  his  wife,  Anna,  and 
Samuel  Orr.  One  infant  was  baptized.  John  Waddell  was  chosen 
and  ordained  ruling  elder.  Mr.  Waddell  still  lives  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  health  and  the  exercise  of  this  office,  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  work  of  the  church  ;  but  time  is  making  an  impression  upon 
him.  Rev.  S.  Millen  visited  them  in  the  summer,  and  broke  unto 
them  the  bread  of  life  one  day.  Late  in  the  fall,  W.  W.  Waddell, 
a  graduate  of  Muskingum  College,  and  of  the  A.  R.  Theological 
Seminary  of  Allegheny,  a  licentiate,  came  to  supply  a  few  Sabbaths; 
but  in  the  mysterious,  yet  wise  dispensation  of  God's  providence, 
he  was  taken  with  typhoid  fever,  and  in  twelve  days,  Jan.  13th, 
1855,  his  earthly  course  terminated.  He  was  peculiarly  well  fitted 
for  the  work  that  seemed  to  lie  before  him,  being  a  good  scholar, 
affable  in  manners,  much  devoted  to  the  cause,  well-disciplined,  and 
a  good  musician.  Just  two  weeks  previous  to  this,  Elijah  Waddell, 
one  of  the  original  members,  was  suddenly  called  away  by  death. 
As  he  was  an  excellent  and  worthy  man,  the  little  flock  became 
much  disheartened,  and  f  >r  nearly  two  years  there  was  only  three 
or  four  days'  preaching. 

In  June,  1857,  Rev.  Dr.  Clokey  dispensed  the  Supper  at  the 
house  of  Robert  jMalthews,  when  the  following  persons  were  received 
by  certificate :  Joseph  M.  Long  and  his  wife,  Sarah  A.,  Sarah  J. 
Long,  Rebecca  A.  Long,  Mary  E.  Long,  Robert  H.  Long,  and 
William  G.  Henry  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  from  the  congregation  of 
Le  Claire,  Pa.,  and  Robert  Matthews  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  James 
Waddell  and  his  wife,  Ruth,  from  West  Virginia,  by  certificate, 
and  then  by  examination  and  profession  of  faith.  Joseph  M. 
Long  having  been  acting  ruling  elder  in  St.  Clair  congregation,  he 
was  asked  to  continue  to  exercise  its  functions  and  duties  in  this 
congregation.  In  this  office  he  still  exercises  great  prudence, 
wisdom  and  Christian  zeal  and  fidelity. 

During  the  summer  of  1857,  a  church-building  was  put  up  ready 
for  the  plastering.  From  June  until  October  of  the  following  year, 
the  congregation  was  supplied  occasionally  by  Revs.  Aten,  Young 
and  Benj.  Waddell,  of  New  Concord,  Ohio,  who  remained  two  or 
three  Sabbaths,  dispensing  the  Lord's  Supper  in  the  new  church,  at 
which  time  six  persons  were  received  to  membership  by  certificate. 

On  May  25th,  1858,  the  union,  which  had  been  under  negotiations 
for  nearly  twenty-five  years,  was  happily  consummated  at  Pittsburg, 
Pa.  The  united  church  is  known  as  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  North  America.  The  congregation  of  which  we  write 
had  been  under  the  care  of  the  First  Associate  Reformed  Presby- 
tery of  Illinois;  but  in  consequence  of  the  union  it  was  necessary 
to  reorganize  the  Presbyteries,  and  the  Synod  of  Illinois,  at  its 
meeting  hold  at  Monmouth,  October,  1858,  formed  a  new  Presby- 
tery, called  the  Presbytery  of  Bloomington,  which  includes  in  its 
bounds  what  is  known  as  the  United  Presbyterian  congregation  of 
Spring  Creek.  During  the  following  year,  the  community  was 
favored  with  some  excellent  preaching,  as  the  record  of  names 
shows.  Revs.  W.  G.  Waddell,  Jos  Clokey,  J.  K.  Black  and  W.  C. 
Pollock.  Rev.  W.  H.  Jefters  preached  May,  1860.  Rev.  W.  C. 
Pollock  dispensed  tiie  Supper  in  June;  and  for  one  year  the  follow- 
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ing  are  recorded  as  preachers:  Revs.  H.  McHatton,  M.  Clark,  Jas. 
Sawhill,  Robert  McCracken  and  W  R.  Erskine ;  the  latter  dis- 
pensing the  Supper.  At  these  two  comnumion  seasons,  eight  were 
received  bj'  certificate,  and  eight  by  examination  and  profession. 
During  this  summer  Revs.  John  Jemison  and  W.  H.  Blair  preached 
a  few  Sabbaths,  and  Rev.  E.  B.  Calderhead  two  Sabbatiis  in  Octo- 
ber, dispensing  the  Supper,  at  wliich  time  three  were  received  to 
membership.  Until  1804  the  pulpit  was  supplied  bv  a  number  of 
different  ministers,  among  whom  were  Revs.  E.  A.  Brownlee,  Thos. 
Stevenson,  William  Jlorrow,  George  A.  Hutchison,  John  H.  Brown, 
and  occasionallj'  a  day  by  Rev.  Dr.  C'lokey.  In  the  spring  of  ISlU 
a  call  was  made  out,  addressed  to  J.  H.  Brown,  a  licentiate  of  Mon- 
mouth Presbytery,  asking  that  he  take  the  ]>a.<toral  "versight  of 
the  congregation;  but  he  declined.  The  following  autumn  Rev. 
N.  H.  Brown,  of  Chicago  Presbytery,  dispensed  the  Supper  Sept. 
25th.  Two  were  received  by  certificate  to  membership.  ■  Rev.  J. 
P.  Chambers  preached  in  the  winter,  and  moderated  in  a  call  Nov. 
24th,  asking  Rev.  N.  H.  Brown  to  become  pastor.  In  this  effort  to 
secure  a  settled  pastor,  the  congregation  was  successful.  Mr.  Brown 
commenced  his  labors  in  this  new  relation  May  7th,  186-3.  This 
was  followed  by  an  accession  of  nine  to  the  communion  of  the  church 
in  that  year.  During  the  fall  of  1806,  two  additional  ruling  elders 
were  elected,  George  Patterson  and  W.  F.  Boyd,  and  on  Xov.  18th 
were  ordained  and  installed.  The  pastorate  of  Riv.  X.  H.  Brown 
lasted  nearly  four  years,  his  labors  ending  with  ifarch,  1861). 
During  this  time  thirty-seven  members  were  added,  ami  thirty-one 
dismissed,  leaving  about  forty-six  members.  There  was  but  one 
death,  that  of  James  K.  Graham.  The  organization  of  a  congrega- 
tion at  Pana  was  the  cause  of  so  many  dismissals  during  18()0. 

From  IMarch,  1809,  nntil  October,  1872,  there  was  preaching 
occasionally.  Rev.  J.  V.  Pringle,  of  Pana,  began  his  labors  as 
stated  supph',  preaching  every  third  Sabbath  until  October,  1870. 
There  was  then  little,  if  any,  preaching  until  May  of  the  following 
year,  when  Rev.  Isaac  A.  Wilson,  of  the  U.  P.  Presbytery  of  Ne- 
braska, was  directed  by  the  superintendent  of  missions  of  Bloom- 
iugton  Presbytery  to  visit  Spring  Creek  congregation,  and  ascertain 
their  wants  and  desires,  and  what  they  wished  to  do  for  the  support 
of  divine  ordinances.  He  preached  on  May  13th,  and  on  the  27lh 
efforts  were  put  forth  to  ascertain  the  amount  that  could  be  raised 
for  preaching  half  time  in  connection  with  Pana.  This  resultul  in 
a  subscription  promising  S320. 

About  the  first  of  Jul}-,  the  congregation  saw  fit  to  ask  \\c\. 
Wilson  to  remain  for  one  year  as  stated  .-upply  half  time.  Some 
time  in  July  preaching  was  appointed  at  Willey's  Station  on  the 
Wabash  R.  R.  The  audience,  so  far  as  ininilurs  were  eoneerued, 
was  not  flattering;  but  an  appointment  was  made  fur  that  day  four 
weeks.  It  was  afterwards  decided  to  preach  every  alternate  Sab- 
bath, in  connection  with  Spring  Creek.  In  both,  the  audiences 
have  increased  in  numbers  and  interest  ever  since.  The  latter  has 
a  Sabbath-school  of  nearly  100  scholars;  the  former  about  80. 
John  N.  Waddell  is  superintendent  of  the  Sal)bath-school  at  Wil- 
ley,  and  Benj.  E.  Waddell  at  Spring  Creek,  the  latter  conducting 
the  singing  in  both  places.  Both  are  well  qualified  for  these  duties. 
From  1872  to  October,  1876,  four  were  received  to  membership  in 
the  church.  From  May  loth,  1877,  to  the  present,  April  8th, 
1880,  two  have  been  received  by  profession  and  examination,  and 
three  by  certificate,  and  four  dismissed  by  certificate.  Peace  and 
good-will  prevail  throughout  its  bounds.  The  attendance  is  ])romi)t ; 
the  music  good.  There  are  many  very  excellent  citizens  and  good 
Christian  brethren  of  other  denominations  who  worship  with  them, 
and  assist  in  all  the  church-work.  Such  hearty,  open  handed  clia- 
ritv  and  kin<llv  svn)|iatliv  should  not  go  unnientione<l.  It  will 
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most  certainly  be  abundantly  ble.sscd.  The  congregation  have  just 
been  making  an  elfirt  to  have  preaching  every  Sabbath,  and  have 
pledged  for  its  sujiport  about  SI500.  They  feel  hopeful  for  the 
future.  IMcssrs.  John  Waddell,  Joseph  M.  Long,  George  Patterson 
and  Benjamin  E.  Waddell  c(mstitutB  the  session  at  this  writing. 
Isaac  A.  Wilson  continues  stated  supply.  John  N.  Waddell  is 
treasurer.  The  present  membership  is  thirty-six.  Since  its  organ- 
ization six  names  have  been  erased  fnnn  the  roll.  lu  fourteen 
years,  ending  April,  1880,  there  are  but  nine  deaths,  and  since  180-3 
sixteen  weddings. 

UNITED    I'RESBYTERI.i.y    CONGREI  i.iTION    AT    r.\X.V. 

The  first  account  of  preaching  here,  as  found  upon  the  records, 
was  June  22d,  1866,  by  Rev.  W.  R.  Erskine,  at  which  time  the  con- 
gregation was  organized  by  the  election  and  installation  of  two  rul- 
ing elders,  R.  D.  Murry  and  Preston  Faught.  Who  the  original 
mendjers  were  the  records  do  not  show.'  But  we  may  record  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  part :  John  Murry  and  wife,  R.  D.  jNInrry,  AV'illiam 
j\Iurry  and  wife,  Maggie  J.  Florence,  Elenor  Y.  Finly,  Elizabeth 
McNary,  Sarah  E.  Herdnian,  Preston  Faught  and  others.  There 
was,  no  doubt,  preaching  by  others  previous  to  this,  but  the  above 
is  all  the  records  speak  of.  After  this.  Rev.  N.  K.  Crow  preached 
for  one  year  or  more  as  stated  supply.  December  received  to  mem- 
bershi])  six  by  certificate  and  two  by  examination  and  profession, 
also  elected  one  additional  ruling  elder,  William  White,  who 
being  previou.^ly  ordained,  was  invited  to  act  with  the  session. 
During  the  same  fall  a  meeting  of  session  was  held,  at  what  is 
known  as  Buckeye,  where  preaching  was  held  occasionally,  and 
received  to  mendjcrship  by  examination  and  ]irofession  two  and  liy 
certificate  thirteen;  most  of  whom  were  from  the  United  Presbvte- 
rian  congregation  of  Spring  Creek. 

A  meeting  of  the  congregation  was  held  Friday,  March  20tli, 
lSfi7,to  take  action  in  relation  to  the  erection  of  a  church  building, 
and  attend  to  any  other  business  that  could  come  regularly  bef  tre 
the  meeting.  AVe  are  tie  n  lift  in  the  dark  until  Juno  7th,  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  when  we  n  ad  of  John  C.  Truesdale  dispensing  the  Lord'.s 
Supper  among  them.  Two  are  received  to  membership  by  examination 
and  profession.  Mrs.  McElhan)',  wife  of  David  McElhanv,  is  tlje 
first  adult  who  received  baptism.  Preaching  was  supplied  them 
pretty  regularly,  so  far  'as  we  can  learn,  yet  but  little  was  done 
toward  the  erection  of  the  church  until  Rev.  J.  V.  Pringle'.s 
presence  among  them.  He  commenced  his  labors,  as  supply,  in  the 
latter  part  of  July.  Andrew  Gaily  was  cho.sen  ruling  elder,  and 
October  2od,  was  in.rtalleil. 

Rev.  J.  V.  Pringle  was  installed  pastor  April  Kith,  l-SOf),  when 
eighteen  persons  were  received  to  membershi]),  ten  by  certificate  and 
eight  by  examination  and  profession.  Se|)tembcr  17th,  four  re- 
ceived to  member,-hip.  During  the  year  1^70,  six  were  received  to 
membershii).  During  the  following  year  four  received  certificates 
to  connect  with  another  denomination,  and  four  were  added  to  the 
membership.  Jlay,  1872,  Mrs.  Elizalx'th  Brown,  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  congregation  of  Barlow,  Washington  county,  Ohio, 
was  received  on  certificate  and  sixteen  by  examination  and  ])rofession. 
C.  M.  Espy  wa.s  chosen  ruling  elder,  January  2.5th,  and  ordained 
and  installed  March  0th.  May  3d,  W.  F.  Boyd,  formerly  of 
Spring  creek  session,  was  chosen,  and  June  20th  was  installed  mem- 
ber of  .session. 

February  23d,  we  fir.st  read  of  session  meeting  at  the  "  United 
Presbyterian  Church."  In  the  meantime  vigorous  efforts  were  put 
foi'th,  and  a  subscription  of  .$4,000  or  85,000  was  secured,  and  by 
personal  solicitations  of  Rev.  Pringle,  in  different  parts  of  the 
church,  .'?2,00lj  additional  were  secured,  and  with  this  the   chur-'h 
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was  crectcil.  Tlic  house,  when  cnmplotcd,  cost  S!l,.50i),  and  when 
c  iiteriil  iIhit  \\<  re  over  8^,01)0  indebtedness  on  it. 

Il  is  a  line  siiiierstinietiirc,  well  and  tastefully  fin'uished.  It  is 
a  neat  Colliie  l.i-i.-k  l.iiiidiii- ;  the  walls  are  nicely  iVesi-.H-d  ;  and 
lirated  liv  funiaees,  it  is(iuiteeiinifu[tal)lesnninier  and  winter,  and  is 
an  iiriiainint  to  tlie  city  of  Pana.  In  1872,  the  northern  winds 
seemed  lo  Mow  rather  rudely,  and  accessions  were  not  as  desired.  In 
the  following  Year,  three  were  received  by  examination  and  five  by 
ccrtitieate.  Jn  1^74,  six  were  received  to  niendx'rship.  But  the 
"new  vei'>ion  iif  the  Psalms"  did  not  prove  a  balm  for  all  their 
Wounds.  The  ])astoral  relation  between  Rev.  Pringle  and  the  eon- 
"regation  was  dissolved  by  the  Presbytery,  February  20th,  1877. 
From  this  action  Mr.  Pringle  dissented,  and  gave  notice  of  an 
appeal  to  Synod.  The  congregation,  with  about  81,800  of  indebted- 
ness, were  left  vacant.  Isaac  A.  Wilsun  a|ipcarc<l  among  them  May 
12th,  and  preached  the  2l)th,  snp]ilyiiig  eviiT  aUernate  Sabbath 
to  the  present  writing  (April  '.Uh,  1880). 

The  debt  was  entirely  removed  in  less  than  one  year  by  the  as- 
sistance of  kind  friends,  and  the  ]>oar<l  of  Church  Extension  of  the 
Tnited  Presbyterian  Church.  The  .Salilia(h-.<chool  is  superintended 
by  1.  -V.  Wilsnn,  when  present-  The  mendicrshiii  has  been  much 
reduced  bv  death  and  removals. 


THE  BAPTIST  CUniCII. 

BY    llEV.    OSWALD    sNt:i.L. 

The  histnry  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Illinois,  like  all  other 
churches  with  the  advance  of  civilization,  as  "  we.-tward  the  course 
of  empire  takes  its  way:  " — is  one  of  rapid  development.  'J'o  go 
back  about  iii'ty  years,  it  will  be  at  once  obsei'ved  that  from  the 
smallest  beginnings,  and  most  feeble,  and  sometimes  most  unnromi- 
sinf  efl'orts  to  establish  churches  upon  the  iVonticr,  the  greatest 
results  and  most  rajjid  successes  have  ensued.  It  would  be  u.seless, 
and  perhaps  uninteresting,  to  go  back  to  the  individuals  of  any 
particular  society,  and  to  trace  their  first  etf.irts  to  have  preaching 
service,  but  as  soon  as  societies  are  organized  they  become  by  their 
spirit  of  unity,  aggressive,  and  of  more  general  interest  ;  we  there- 
fore propose  to  mention  the  time  of  the  first  organizations  with  which 
the  Baptist  Churches  were  connected,  and  represented  by  delegates 
in  the  county  of  Christian  ;  and  gradually  follow  up  the  progress  of 
others  that  were  the  natural  outgrowth  of  thoso  existing  about 
half  a  century  since  in  this  part  of  the  State.  We  find  that  the 
Illinois  Baptist  Pastoral  Union  was  organized  at  or  about  the  year 
]8'1.').  The  following  ministers  were  connected  with  the  earlier  meet- 
ings, took  part  in  the  organizations,  and  attended  the  Union  from 
year  to  year,  and  are  doubtless  remembered  by  many  of  our  oldest 
settlers,  as  their  names  have  been  a  family  word  to  the  present  gen- 
eration as  pioneer  preachers  through  the  ditf/rent  porlions  (;f  the 
State,  iind  laborers  in  the  county  of  Chi-istian  : — lievs.  \V.  F.  Boya- 
kin,  John  U.  Peck,  E.  Tucker,  J.  N.  Tolman,  J.  Bulkley,  "a. 
Jackson,  J.  O.  INIetcalf,  C.  Harrington,  J.  L.  Thonip.son,  W.  I).  J. 
Johnson,  G  M.  Riley,  S.  G.  Miner,  S.  S.  Bailey,  F.  W.  lugmire,  C. 
Greenlcaf,  S.  M.  Brown,  0.  J.  Sherman,  Norman  Parks,  Jesse 
Elledge,  R.  F.  Ellis,  J.  D.  Xewell,  S.  S.  JIartin,  J.  W.  Dennison, 
Joel  Sweet,  B.  B.  Carpenter,  Wm.  Hobbs,  Thomas  Powell,  Luther 
Stone,  Jacob  Bower,  L.  Raymond,  H.  G  Weston,  AVm  Gates,  I). 
L.  Phillips,  J.  M.  Cliapman,  Chas.  Thompson.  Organized  about 
the  same  time  and  ever  afterward  connecting  its  interests  with  the 
Baptist  Pastoral  I'nion  was  the  Illinois  Baptist  Educational  Society, 
whose  officers,  board  of  managers,  presidents,  secretaries  and 
treasurers,  were  from  time  to  time  elected  from  tiie  brethren  of  the 
Union  ;   anil  luith  of  these  sccielies  have  been,  according  to  their 


ability  and  development,  receiving  the  support  and  co-operation  of 
the  Baptist  churches  in  Christian  county,  and  throughout  the  State  of 
Illinois  generally.  Delegates  were  annually  sent  to  represent  these 
churches,  state  their  needs,  ami  secure  laborers  for  this  part  of  the 
State.  In  the  year  1840  we  fiml  the  following  churches  represented 
in  the  Springfield  Association,  viz: — Springfield,  Diamond  Grove, 
Island  Grove,  Indians  Creek,  Sangamon  Bottom,  Lebanon,  Clay's 
Grove,  Manchester,  Apple  Creek,  Stonington,  Virginia,  Big  Spring, 
Jacksonville  and  Winchester.  Stonington  Church  at  this  time  re- 
ports nine  members,  but  yet  in  a  few  years  afterwards  it  provides 
a  number  of  the  constituent  members  for  the  TaylorviUe  Organiza- 
tion. Stonington  Church  at  this  time  was  represented  in  the  Spring- 
field Association  by  Samuel  Peahody,  who  was  for  a  number  of 
years  the  delegate  from  the  church  to  the  association  at  its  annual 
convening-  In  the  year  1846,  we  find  the  name  of  Rev.  Paris  Pray, 
who  still  resides  at  TaylorviUe,  sent  as  a  delegate  by  the  Stonington 
Church  to  the  Springfield  Association,  and  the  church  at  Stonington 
numbering  forty-four  members.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
letter  sent  by  the  Springfield  A-ssociation  during  that  year,  and  will 
illustrate  the  spirit  of  the  churches  and  association  for  a  nundjer  of 
Years.  "The  Springfield  Association  to  the  Associatio;i  with  whicli 
we  correspond  :  " 

Dear  Brethi-en,\\c  hail  with  jjleasure  the  return  of  another  anni- 
versary. We  have  to  mourn  over  our  coldness,  and  complain  that 
during  the  past  year  we  have  been  almost  destitute  of  the  reviving  in- 
fluences of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Union  and  harmony  prevail,  and  our 
inquire  is  "  Wilt  thou  not  revive  us  again  ?  "  Although  we  have  not 
witnes.sed  any  special  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  3'et  we  feel  to 
rejoice  that  there  is  at  present  a  .spirit  of  humility  and  contrition  of 
heart  manifested  by  the  churches.  Brethren  pray  for  us,  that  we 
may  arise  from  our  lethargy  and  shake  off  the  shackles  that  bind 
us  to  the  earth,  so  that  we  may  rise  on  the  wings  of  fiiith,  lay  hold 
on  the  horns  of  the  altar  and  claim  the  promises  of  God.  Our  sessions 
have  been  marked  by  harmony  and  interest,  and  we  doubt  not  a 
salutary  influence  is  exertvd  on  the  inimh  of  the  attentive  audience-;. 
We  solicit  a  continuance  of  eoi-respondenee,  and  always  welcome 
with  joy  the  presence  of  your  delegates  and  ministers.  That  you 
may  know  what  we  are  doing  for  a  world  that  lieth  in  wickedness, 
we  refer  you  to  our  minutes.  Now  Brethren  may  the  Master  of 
Assemblies  be  with  us  all,  and  may  the  gentle  influence  of  His 
Spirit  guide  us  in  the  ways  of  truth,  that  we  may  glmlfy  Him  here 
in  our  bodies  and  spirits  which  are  His.  F.\ri;well. 

Having  thus  taken  a  rapid  review  <if  the  gradual  development 
of  the  Baptist  organizations  prior  to  this  time,  and  their  connection 
with  the  Churches  of  Chri.-tian  county,  we  come  naturally  to  note 
the  establishment  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  TaylorviUe.  Prior  to 
the  organization  of  the  church  in  TaylorviUe,  a  special  meeting  was 
held  pursuant  to  pi-evious  notice,  November  23d,  1848,  Rev-  G. 
S.  Bailey  acting  as  modeiator.  and  Wm.  S.  Frink  acting  as  clerk. 
At  a  special  meeting  called  for  November  10,  1848,  it  was  voted 
that  we  proceed  at  this  time  to  organize  a  Baptist  Church,  to  be 
called  the  "  TaylorviUe  Baptist  Church."  Having  been  fully  satisfied 
that  the  Baptist  Church  at  Stonington  (from  which  these  members 
came),  cordially  assented  to  this  organization,  the  following  brethren 
and  sisters,  viz  : — Thomas  S.  Leachman,  Josephine  Leachman,  Julia 
X.  Leachman,  William  S.  Frink,  Sarah  I.  Frink,  Sarah  A.  Frink, 
Lvdia  A.  Frink,  John  A.  Leachman,  Mary  E.  Leachman,  Horace 
ilorgau,  ]\Iercy  A.  ^loigan  and  Aaron  Behymer,  were  by  Rev.  G. 
S.  Bailey  and  Rev.  Paris  Pray,  recognised  as  a  Baptist  Church.  On 
motion,  Wm.  S.  Frink  was  elected  church  clerk.  It  was  resolved 
that  the  Saturday  preceding  the  second  Sabbath  in  each  month 
shall  be  the  regular  covenant  and  church  meeting;  at  a  meeting 
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hdd  by  the  cluirch,  February  lOtli,  1849,  it  was  voted  that  T.  S. 
Lsafhiuan  and  W.  S.  Frink  be  a  committee  to  visit  the  ehurcli  at 
Stonington,  and  couf'er  with  them  and  with  any  otiier  tiiatthey  niav 
deem  expedient,  in  rehition  to  sAipplying  this  church  witii  prcachinii' 
a  part  of  the  time  during  the  current  year,  also  that  J.  H. 
Leachraan  and  Aaron  Behynier  be  a  committee  to  secure  if  possilile 
tlie  use  of  the  Cunibcrhmd  Presbyterian  Ciiurch  edifice  fur  what 
part  of  the  time  it  can  be  secured.  At  a  regular  churcli  meeting 
held  March  10th,  184!),  Rev.  Paris  Pray  was  called  as  the  fir.-t 
pastor,  half  of  his  time  to  be  given  to  "  Tay  lorville  Baptist  Church," 
and  the  remainder  to  "South  Fork  Church." 

May  12,  1849,  Rev.  Norman  Parks,  missicjnary  agent  of  the 
General  Association  of  Illinois,  was  here,  and  presenteil  the  claims 
of  the  Association.  The  committee  reported  that  the  use  of  the 
Presbyterian  house  of  worship  could  only  be  secured  for  the  second 
.Sabbath  in  each  month,  which  was  accepted.  August  11,  1849,  at 
a  regular  meeting  the  first  letter  from  the  church  to  the  Springfield 
Association,  prepared  and  read  by  the  clerk,  W.  S.  Frink,  was 
adopted  and  read  as  follows  : 

Beloved  Brethren. — On  the  2-3d  of  November,  1848,  a  number  of 
brethren  and  sisters  formerly  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Stonington,  pursuant  to  previous  arrangement  assembled  at  Tavlor- 
ville,  and  with  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  Rev.  Ct.  S 
Bailey  of  Springfield,  Illinois;  and  Rev.  Paris  Pray  of  Stonington, 
organized  a  Baptist  Church  ;  since  last  spring  Rev.  Paris  Pray  has 
labored  under  the  patronage  of  this  church  one  half  of  the  time, 
dividing  his  labors  between  Taylorville  and  a  neighborhood  at  the 
south  part  of  our  county,  where  his  labors  seem  very  acceptable. 

We  have  no  meeting-house,  nor  are  we  at  present  able  to  biiihl 
one,  but  we  are  permitted  to  occupy  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
house  one  Sabbath  in  each  month.  Our  settlements  are  not  very 
dense.  Our  Methodist  brethren  are  erecting  a  meeting-house,  and  the 
number  of  persons  who  usually  attend  meeting  at  Taylorville,  are 
not  sufficient  to  make  three  respectable  congregations,  so  that  we 
deem  our  present  arrangement  the  best  that  can  now  be  made  ;  con- 
nected with  our  and  the  Presbyterian  Church,  we  have  a  Sabbath- 
school  of  over  one  hundred  members,  a  Union  S.  8.  Library  of  some 
400  volumes.  Our  S.  S.  is  a  verj'  interesting  one  ;  since  its 
organization  (April  1848),  several  conversions  have  taken  place 
among  the  scholars,  some  of  whom  have  united  with  our  church 
here.  We  have  no  special  revival  season  to  record  since  our 
organization,  but  we  have  the  satisfaction  to  say  that  a  spirit  of 
harmony,  union  and  oneness  of  feeling  has  evinced  that  we  have  in 
some  degree  at  least,  enjoyed  the  approving  smile  of  the  great  Head 
of  the  Church,  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Our  number 
at  organization  12,  by  letter  1,  total  1-J.  "  Jacob  is  very  small,  by 
whom  shall  Jacob  arise  V  " 

The  church  united  with  the  Springfield  Association  as  above,  and 
individual  subscriptions  were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
and  sustaining  an  itinerant  through  the  bounds  of  the  Springfield 
Association.  September  12,  1849,  T.  S.  Leachman  was  ordained 
deacon,  after  the  evening  service,  by  Rev.  G.  S.  Bailey  and  Rev. 
Paris  Pray.  October  1.3,  1849,  the  first  persons  were  baptized  into 
this  church,  viz:  Simeon  Brents,  ^Mar}-  W.  Brents,  his  wife,  and 
Ellen  Pearce,  by  Rev.  Paris  Pray. 

May  11,  18-50,  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  church,  AV.  S.  Frink, 
<Ieacon  ;  T.  S.  Leachman  and  Robert  Welch  were  appointed  trustees, 
and  authorized  to  secure  a  lot  in  the  village  of  Taylorville,  whereon 
to  erect  a  meeting-house  for  the  u.-;e  of  the  Bajrtist  Church.  Total 
membership  reported  this  year  to  the  Springfield  Association  held 
at  Manchester  was  29.       Resolvtd  at  tliis  meeting,  that  the  churcli 


approves  and  ratifies  the  reception  of  members  at  the  late  meetings 
held  at  South  Fork,  and  hereby  gives  to  Rev.  Paris  Pray  and  such 
others  of  this  church  as  may  be  hereafter  there  assembled,  to  receive 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  church  does  at  this  place,  any  and  all 
such  per.sons  as  may  present  themselves,  being  found  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  members  present,  worthy  ;  and  this  authority  to  remain 
in  force  until  rescinded  by  act  of  the  church.  In  the  year  1851, 
January  11,  it  was  voted  at  a  regular  meeting  that  the  brethren 
and  sisters  residing  on  the  South  Fork,  members  of  Taylorville 
Baiitist  Church,  have  permission  if  they  think  it  expedient,  to 
organize  a  Baptist  Church,  and  when  so  organized  ar.d  recognized 
as  a  Baptist  Church,  to  report  to  this  church  the  names  of  all  such 
members  as  go  into  the  organization,  also  that  the  church  cordially 
invite  Rev.  Jacob  Knapp  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  with  this 
church  at  such  time  as  «ill  best  suit  his  engageiU'  uts.  March  22, 
1851,  the  following  named  brethren  and  sisters  were  organisied  into 
a  new  church,  viz:  Francis  S.  White,  Polly  Skinner,  Henry  Riggs, 
Malinda  Riggs,  Robert  S.  Welch,  JIary  A.  Welch,  John  ishmael, 
Susainiah  Ishmael,  John  McClery,  Sursia  McClery,  Duane  Skinner, 
Fli/.alieih  .'-^kinner,  .Tonathan  Clark,  Minerva  Clark,  James  F. 
White,  Rnbert  E.  White,  James  Virden,  William  Crail,  Susan 
Crail,  Van  W.  Williams,  Jlary  C.  White,  Lucy  Skinner,  Elizalteth 
Wilcox,  Emily  Wilcox,  Nancy  E.  Pearce,  Martha  Williams, 
Bridget  Robinson.  ..Vpril  12,  1851,  a  very  thin  attendance,  owing 
probably  to  the  existence  of  a  case  of  small-pux  in  the  village  of 
Taylorville.  Adtlitions  during  the  year  30,  dismissed  32,  leaving  a 
membership  of  27  only.  During  the  year  18-52,  elder  Dodson 
labored  with  the  church  one  Sabbath  in  each  month.  A  L^nion 
monthly  prayer-meeting  was  held  in  the  village  of  Taylorville 
during  this  year  by  the  difl'erent  denominations  in  behalf  of  the  S. 
S.  interest.  A  meeting-house  was  commenced  iu  the  spring  of  this 
year  32x30  feet  in  size ;  during  the  year  1853,  Rev.  George  W.  S.  Bell, 
a  licentiate, preached  for  the  ch-jrch.  Jlendjership  reported  39  The 
Rev.  S.  W.  Nustun  preached  to  the  church  from  October  1st  of  this 
year,  and  was  granted  the  opportunity  by  vote  to  preach  to  the 
Bear  Creek  church  one  Sabbath  in  each  month.  J.  II.  Leach- 
man died  this  year,  and  resolutions  of  respect  to  his  memory 
were  passed  and  reported  upcm  the  church  book.  The  "  Female 
Bible  Society  "  during  the  year  donated  to  the  church  a  good  Bible, 
and  the  church  edifice  was  duly  dedicated  on  the  second  Sabbath  in 
September,  1853.  Prior  to  this  the  church  met  in  a  little  school-house 
14  feet  square.  Revs.  E.  Dodson,  Paris  Pray  and  Bell  were  present 
at  the  dedication.  iMembership  reported  for  year  53.  November 
11,  1854,  James  H.  Ryan  and  Elizabeth  E.  Ryan,  presented 
a  letter  from  the  1st  Regular  Baptist  Church  of  Springfield, 
Ohio,  and  were  unaniMK.m.-ly  received.  ]Mrs.  ]\Iariah  A.  Good- 
rich and  Mi.ss  Lyilia  E.  h'riiik  departed  this  life  during  the  month 
of  November,  and  a  preamble  and  resolutions  were  recorded  on  the 
church  book  to  their  memoiy.  At  a  meeting  held  January  13th, 
1855,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  give  Rev.  Cyrus  Miner,  of  Attica, 
New  York,  a  call  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  this  church,  and  pledged 
the  amount  of  S500  for  his  salary.  In  the  month  of  April,  1855, 
letters  of  dismission  were  granted  to  Zack  Harris,  Athalia  Harris, 
Aaron  Behymer,  Nancy  E.  Behymer,  Jonathan  L.  Pugh,  Mary 
Swift,  Rebecca  Mosidou,  done  fVu'  the  purjjose  of  uniting  with  others 
in  organizing  a  church  at  Clear  Creek,  about  seven  miles  N.  W.  of 
Taylorville.  August  11.  1855,  Rev.  C.  S.  .Miner  tendered  his 
resignation  to  the  Church.  W.  Allen,  a  licentiate  from  N.  Y. 
State,  supplied  the  church  some  months  during  the  year  1850, 
tJK'n  returned  to  New  Ym-k,  and  died  of  consumption.  June  1st 
of  this  year,  W.  A.  Goodrich  was  appointeil  delegate  to  sit 
iu  council  at  Bear  Creek  for  mdaining  Rev.  B.  F.  Chapman.     In 
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the  ye:ir  ]8r.n,  November  IStli,  Ilev.  Thoiiuis  Kreee  was  elected 
pastor.  July  27,  1857,  Daniel  ami  J\lai-,-ai-et  A.  ISanies  were  re- 
ceived liv  li'ltiT  Irom  Deeatur,  IHiin'is. 

At  a  rliun-li  iiicetiiiu',  May  7,  <  leur-e  Duke  was  exiielled  from 
the  meinlier.-hi|.  of  the  eliureh.  (.)ii  r.^iuest  .,f  U.v.  \V.  U.vec,  deacon 
T.  S.  Leaehmau,  AV.  S.  Friuk,  J.  H.  Uyaii  aud  W.  A.  Go(.drieli 
were  appointed  delegates  to  meet  in  enineil  with  the  hretUren  at 
Tana,  Illiiiuis.  ..n  thr  21st  day  of  July,  1858,  to  assist  in  organizing 
a  ehiireh  at  that  phire.  During  185'J,  Rev.  Paris  Pray,  who  had 
muve<l  iVnm  StuiHugtou  and  settled  in  Taylorville,  snpplied  the 
chun-li  with  preaching  occasionally,  but  the  church  was  without  a 
p.istor  until  .S/pteniber,  1861,  wdien  Rev.  John  W.  Terry  was  raUcd 
to  labor  with  th  ■  church,  at  a  salary  uf  !?25(l  pia-  annum,  which  was 
afterward  raised  to  SoOO;  but  he  closed  his  lahurs  at  tlie  end  of  the 
year  fSCil.  Deacon  T.  8.  Leachman,  one  of  tlie  constituent  members, 
died  .Alay  7,  18!;:!,  and  a  record  of  his  faithful  services  were  made 
in  the  annual  letter  to  the  Siiringfield  Association.  No  minutes 
during  1864.  James  S.  Ryan  appointed  as  delegate  to  the  Spiing- 
field  Association,  held  at  Decatur;  number  of  mendiers  reported  20. 
March  27,  18!;5,  at  an  appointed  meeting,  the  church  endorsed 'and 
approved  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Maxwell  for  appointment  by  the  executive 
board  of  the  general  association  of  Illinois,  to  lalmr  with  this  church 
for  one  year,  from  March  18,  18G5,  at  a  salary  of  s45(),  asking  the 
association  t.i  appropriate  8150,  which  was  done.  ,Alay  lO,  18(lo, 
Daniel  JSarncs  was  elected  to  the  othcc  of  deacon  f.r  this  church. 
June  7,  18fii;,  Edward  ( )veranil  and  wife  fn.m  Hartford,  Conn., 
presented  their  letter  and  were  received  by  the  church  ;  a  par-sonage 
was  built  and  an  (U-gau  secured  during  the  year.  W.  S.  Frink  was 
elected  deacon  of  the  church,  July  11,  1807.  Two  menilicrs  dieil 
during  the  year,  viz  :  Rev.  V.  R.  Watt  and  Sarah  Frink,  one  of  the 
CJnstitueut  members.  In  the  month  of  February,  Rl-v.  Edward 
Jones  from  Nokomis,  began  preaching  each  alternate  Sahbath,  and 
■was  called  as  regular  pastor  July  10,  1868.  Annie  Goodrit'h 
from  West  Jefferson,  Ohio,  united  with  the  church  in  Ajiril  uf  this 
year.  The  church  was  afflicted  liy  the  death  of  d.  aeon  Daniel 
Barnes,  much  to  their  sorrow  and  regret  as  ■■xpresscd  in  "  Chiciuju 
Stdiiihinl,"  of  July,  1868.  January  31st,  Charles  E.  Barnes  united 
liy  baptism  with  tins  church.  Rev.  E.Jones  resigned  the  pastoral 
care  of  the  <'hnrch  October  2,  1870,  and  W.  P.  Frink,  Joseph  E. 
Ellicott  and  Kcv.  Pai'is  Pray  were  appointed  a  committee  to  draft 
and  furnish  the  church  with  resolutions  expressive  of  the  feelings  of 
the  church,  in  view  of  this  severance  uf  the  relations  of  |iastor  and 
peo))le,  for  publication  in  the  "  C/i/mr/y  ,S7, ;(/'/.(/■(/,"  and  the  city 
papers;  about  the  nnddle  of  November,  1870,  Kcv.  ]•!  Jones  again 
resumed  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church,  and  again  resigned  the 
last  of  April,  l''^71  ;  he  was  an  earnest,  tiiitlifid  niini>tcr  of  the  gospel. 
On  May  17th,  1871,  Rev-  R.  P.  Evans  was  invited  to  preach 
for  the  Church,  which  he  did,  with  much  satisfaction,  until 
the  following  September,  when  he  was  eh'ctcd  jjastor.  The  fdlow- 
ing  members  of  the  Church  were  appointed  to  sit  in  council  at 
Morrisonville,  Christian  County,  Ills.,  August  ]2lh,  1.S71,  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  Baptist  Church  at  that  place,  which  was 
at  that  time  accomplished,  yiz  :  Rev.  I!.  P.  Evans,  l!ev.  Paris  Pray, 
Ed.  Ovcrand,  W.  S.  Frink  and  J.  P.  Ellicott.  Rev.  U.  P. 
Evans  returned  to  the  Theological  Seminai'v  of  Clucago,  about  the 
loth  of  September,  1871.  Number  of  meiidicrs  reported  tlii-  year, 
i)7.  (  )n  Tuesday,  January  2d.  1^72,  at  a  liu>iness  meeting, 
AV.  S.  Frink,  who  hail  served  the  Church  as  clerk  over  twenty 
years,  resigned  the  othcc,  and  C.  E.  Barnes  was  elected  to  fill 
the  vacancy.  E.  Overaud,  at  the  same  meeting,  was  elected  as 
deacon  of  the  Church.  January  22il,  1872,  Penny,  Brown  and 
]':Hieott   were    appointed    a    committee    to    confer   with    the    other 


Churches  of  the  town,  with  the  object  of  securing  the  same  evening 
for  prayer-meeting,  and  Wednesday  evening  was  selected.  The 
Church  called  Rev.  J.  D.  Cole  to  the  pastorate,  and  he  entered  upon 
his  labors  in  May,  1872,  at  a  salary  of  $700  per  annum,  and  the 
parsonage  for  a  residence.  May  7th,  same  year,  AV.  S.  Frink  re- 
signed the  office  of  Trustee  of  the  Church,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  present  to  Deacon  Friuk  its  warm  reganls,  aud  grati- 
tude to  him  for  his  many  years  of  faithful  service  for  the  church. 
The  Church  unauimously  called  to  the  pastorate,  July  15th,  1872, 
the  Rev.  John  Jmies  recently  from  AVales,  at  a  salary  of  S700, 
and  use  of  the  jiarsonage.  The  "Springfield  As.sociaticni  "  met 
with  the  Church  this  year,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the 
Church  to  receive  the  delegates.  August  oOth,  1.S72,  I.  N. 
Richardson  was  elected  Clerk.  Nov.  5th,  the  Church  adopted  the 
weekly  system  of  collecting  the  Pastor's  salary,  to  hand  in  as  a  col- 
lection everv  Snii<lay  morning.  Sept.  3d,  Rev  E  AV.  Dannels,  of 
Zanesville,  •  > ,  was  called  as  Pastin-  of  the  Church.  April  1st,  1873, 
on  motion,  which  was  duly  voted  and  recorded,  the  hand  of  fellow- 
ship was  withdrawn  from  Samuel  Brown,  ou  charge  of  extortion, 
slander,  and  disorderly  conduct,  unbocomiag  a  Christian.  During 
this  year  the  following  sums  were  contributed  for  benevolent  pur- 
poses:  For  Jlinisterial  Ivlncatioii,  8S7  00 ;  Foreign  Missions, 
27  00;  Hume  Missions,  §50  00;  Church  Edifice  Fund,  §40  00; 
Theological  Union  of  Chicago,  860  00.  The  experience  of  the 
Church,  relative  to  financial  nnitters,  was  "  We  have  adopted  the 
weeklv  envelope  system  fur  procuring  money  for  all  expenses  of  tlrj 
Church,  anil  find  it  to  be  quite  a  success,  and  would  recommend 
it  to  our  sister  Churches,  wdiere  it  has  not  been  adopted."  Nov.  1st, 
1873,  Rev.  E.  W.  Dannels  resigned  as  Pastor  of  the  Church,  mueh 
to  their  regret,  and  resolutions  expressive  of  their  feelings  were 
presented  to  him.  Rev.  AI.  C  Clark  was  called  to  the  Pastorate, 
Dec.  1st,  of  same  year,  and  presented  letters  from  1st  Baptist 
Church  of  Cosport,  la.  April  7th,  1874,  a  committee  of  one  was 
appointed  to  inform  the  trustees  of  the  Church,  that  it  is  the  desire 
of  the  Church  that  the  meeting-house  be  used  for  nothing  but  de- 
votional exercises.  Rev.  M.  C  Clark  resigned  the  pastoral  care  of 
the  Church,  Nov.  20tli,  1874.  Rev.  D.  AV.  Morgan  of  Olney,  III., 
was  called  to  the  pastorate,  Jan.  1st,  1375,  at  a  salary  of  $700 
and  all  that  can  he  raised  over  that  amount.  At  a  called  meeting, 
June  7tli,  l'S75,  W.  A.  Goodrich,  AVm.  Chamberlain,  Levi 
Witherill,  Janic-  Al.  Tayhu-  and  AV.  C.  Griffith  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  five  to  decide  on  the  location  of  a  new 
Church  edifice,  and  to  act  as  a  huildiug  committee.  On  the  18tli 
of  June,  1875,  the  committee  reported  that  they  had  sold  the  oil 
house  of  worship  for  the  sum  of  8230,  reserving  th3  bell  an  1 
seats,  and  had  puichasi  .1  lots  east  of  the  square.  (.)n  June  21st, 
1875,  a  regular  Cliuieh  iiieeting  was  hehl,  and  after  some  discus- 
sion as  to  the  authority  of  the  committee,  etc.,  it  was  voted  "  That 
we  indorse  the  aotiou  of  the  committee  and  request  them  to  go  on 
with  the  work  of  Church  building."  (^(t.  12th,  1875,  Deacon  E. 
Overand  resigned  his  ulhie;  Ivvi  Witherill  also  resigned  as 
member  of  the  building  committee.  Ua  the  2  !d  of  August,  1875, 
the  following  resolution  ou  motion  was  accepted  from  the  building 
committee  :  "  Whereas,  the  subscriptions  for  the  building  of  the  new 
Church  ulifici'  are  nuule  ]iayable  in  one,  two,  and  three  years,  1875, 
'70  and  '77,  and  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  enclose  the  building  and 
finish  the  lecture-room  and  parlors  for  use  the  coming  winter,  that 
money  be  boirowed  enough  to  enclose  said  building,  to  be  met  by 
subscriptions  coining  due  as  aforesaid.  Resolved,  therefore,  that 
the  Trustees  of  this  church  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested, 
authorized  and  empowered  to  biu'row  the  sum  of  82500,  and  secure 
the  payment  of  the  same  upon  the  luts  and  building  uf  the  church. 
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that  sura  being  necessary  to  enclose  said  building,  and  do  the  work 
necessar}'  to  be  done  this  fall,"  which  was  carried,  also  to  lay  the 
corner-stone  of  the  new  church  huilding  Monday,  August  SOth,  at 
3  r.  M.  Tiie  clerk  was  also  instructed  to  prepare  a  list  of  names 
of  members  of  the  church,  with  other  matters  of  the  church  histor}", 
to  be  placed  in  the  corner-stone.  Jan.  4th,  1876,  Itcv.  Paris  Pray 
was  duly  elected  to  fill  the  office  of  deacon,  made  vacant  by  the 
resignation  of  E.  Overand,  and  N.  Burch  to  fill  the  office  of  trustee 
to  supply  the  place  of  Jolin  Reed,  resigned,  and  J.  M.  Taylor 
was  instructed  by  tiie  church  to  cast  the  vote  for  the  election  of  W. 
S.  Frink  as  treasurer.  F.  Cook  was  elected  clerk.  July  IBih,  Wm. 
Cnajnberlaiu  was  elected  by  ballot  as  assistant  deacon  of  the  church. 
Rev.  D.  W.  Jlorgan  resigned  the  pastorate  Aug.  "iOth,  1876,  and 
Rev.  S.  D.  Badger  was  called  to  tiie  pastoral  care  of  the  churoh 
liy  unanimous  vote,  June  l'2th,  1677,  at  a  salary  of  8600  per  annum. 
July  3d,  1877,  a  motion  was  carried  to  call  an  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cil for  the  purpose  of  ordaining  to  the  ministry.  Rev.  S.  D.  Badger, 
said  meeting  to  be  held  Saturday,  August  Uth,  1877,  at  2  p.  m., 
and  the  foil. wing  churches  were  requested  to  send  two  delegates, 
each  to  sit  in  council  :  First  Baptist  Church  of  Springfield,  Nnrih 
Church,  Springtield,  Assumption,  Jloawequa,  Stonington,  I'ana, 
Shelbyvilie,  Decatur,  Sadorus,  ilcLean  and  (Jreana.  Rev.  A.  A. 
Kindrich,  D.  D.,  of  Upper  Alton,  and  Riv.  J.  M.  Gregory,  D.  D. 
of  Champaign,  were  also  invited  to  participate  in  the  action  of  the 
council,  and  be  members  of  the  same. 

The  following  is  a  partial  report  of  a  fiuancial  committee,  uhich 
is  well  worthy  of  notice,  said  committee  being  composed  of  James 
JI.  Taylor,  Albert  R.  Peck  and  W.  A.  Goodrich,  Jlay  27th,  1877: 
Your  committee  would  suggest,  that  it  is  necessary  not  onlv  that 
more  subscriptions,  but  larger  ones,  be  paid.  They  find  upon  ex- 
amination of  the  list  of  contributions  for  previous  years,  wheu  the 
expenses  were  much  larger,  and  were  promptly  met,  that  the  con- 
tributors numbered  about  thirty-five,  and  that  the  poorer  members 
of  the  church  coutributed  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  much  now  as  they 
did  then,  but  that  the  falling  off  in  contributions  is  more  in  the 
amount  contributed,  and  the  hard  times  .seem  to  have  struck  the 
wealthy  instead  of  the  poor  members  of  the  church,  they  having 
reduced  their  subscriptions,  with  a  few  exceptions,  from  one-half  to 
one-fourth  their  usual  and  former  contributions,  all  of  which  is  re- 
spectfully submitted. 

A  license  was  granted  at  this  meeting  to  enable  O.  E.  Badger 
to  preach  the  gospel.  Janu's  ^I.  Taylor  was  elected  treasurer 
in  place  of  W.  S.  Frink.  A  liaptismal  committee  was  also  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  W.  A.  Goodrich,  SI.  A.  Goodrich  and  Sarah 
Morrison.  On  September  2d,  1878,  James  E.  Low  resigned  his 
position  as  clerk  of  the  church,  and  Albert  R.  Peck  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  resignation,  April  1st,  1879. 
At  a  regular  business-meeting  held  April  1st,  1879,  the  trustees 
were  instructed  to  repair  fence  around  the  church-grounds, 
and  also  to  put  out  hard  maple  trees  around  the  outside  of  said 
grounds.  Rev.  Paris  Pray  resigned  his  position  as  deacon,  which 
vacancy  was  filled  by  Albert  R.  Peck.  Rev-  S.  J).  Badger's 
pastorate  commenced  May  2.5th,  1877,  and  closed  at  his  resignation. 

Aug.  27th,  1879,  at  a  special  business-meeting,  a  unanimous  call 
was  e.Ktended  to  Rev.  Oswald  Snell,  who  had  been  laboring  on  the 
field  for  some  weeks  to  supply  the  church  as  minister  for  three 
months ;  and  at  the  end  of  his  four  months'  service,  a  very  unani- 
mous call  was  given  him  by  the  church  to  become  its  pastor,  at  a 
salary  of  §650  per  annum  for  an  indefinite  time,  to  be  terminated 
by  either  party  giving  three  months'  notice,  when  desirable  so  to 
do.  The  church,  at  the  commencement  of  Elder  Snell's  labors  in 
it,  was  in  a  very  low  and  almost  hopeless  condition.     Manv  of  the 


members  despaired  of  ever  keeping  the  large  church,  worth  S6,000, 
in  their  possession,  as  a  mortgage  of  82,800  was  bearing  upon  it; 
and  it  was  the  common  expression  among  worldly  men  that  either 
the  Roman  Catholics  were  going  to  get  the  church,  or  else  it  would 
be  turned  into  a  theatre;  hut,  in  the  providence  of  God,  they 
found  a  man  who  could  live  by  fiiith  and  inspire  others  with  hope, 
and  things  in  a  few  tnonths  began  to  brighteli.  About  this  time  a 
bequest  of  82  000,  which  was  left  by  Sir  X.Sanders,  of  Stonington, 
Christian  Co.,  111.  i  f ir  purpcises  hereinafter  mentioned),  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  ehuicli  and  its  pastor,  and  negotiations  were 
entered  into  to  secure  the  use  of  the  money ;  and  by  raising  about 
8820  more  in  cash,  the  indebtedness  on  the  church  was  paid  in  this 
cit}',  and  this  church  forever  saved  to  the  denomination. 

It  is  expected  that  at  an  early  date  the  church  edifice  will  be 
completed,  and  we  doubt  not  the  completion  of  such  a  house  of 
worship,  as  an  ornament  to  the  town,  will  be  gratifying  to  our  citi- 
zens, and  all  will  be  willing  to  do  what  they  can  to  help  in  this 
object.  Elder  Snell,  who  has  been  supplying  the  church  and  lead- 
ing in  this  work  since  July  last,  much  to  their  satisfaction  and 
encouragement,  has  recent!}'  received  and  accepted  a  unanimous 
call  to  become  permanent  pastor.  The  church  started  out  anew 
with  hope  revived.  On  the  1-lth  of  January,  1879,  Elder  Snell  be- 
gan a  revival  meeting  in  the  church,  and  though  small  in  its  begin- 
ning, increased  in  influence  and  interest,  until  the  whole  town  was 
interested  and  the  country  for  miles  was  moved  upon.  Three  or 
four  other  protracted  meetings  began  with  the  ending  of  the  week 
of  prayer,  and  this  continued  on  until  the  temperance  campaign 
work  began,  when  the  meeting  was  adjourned  for  two  weeks,  (so  as 
not  to  Conflict  with  the  temperance  meetings,)  and  was  afterwards 
carried  on,  and  the  Lord  poured  out  His  Spirit  upon  the  meeting, 
and  some  forty  or  fifty  souls  were  hopefully  converted.  About  35 
additions  were  the  results  of  the  revival  at  the  Baptist  Church  ; 
about  25  of  these  by  baptism.  Rev.  D.  C.  JMoBride,  of  Stoning- 
ton, came  about  the  fourth  week  of  the  revival  meeting  and  assisted 
the  pastor  very  much  by  speaking  and  singing  in  the  meeting  about 
fourteen  days.  The  Rev.  C.  Starkey,  of  Bethalto,  Illinoi.s,  also 
rendered  assistance  for  about  a  week  in  this  meeting,  and  the  Rev. 
J.  N.  Hobart,  D.D.,  General  Jlissionary  of  the  state  of  Illinois, 
was  also  present  one  day  and  night,  and  encouraged  much  by  his 
kind,  earnest  words.  The  workers  in  this  glorious  revival  meeting, 
some  of  the  most  depraved  and  hardened  men,  came  to  Christ  and 
were  saved  ;  several  young  people  and  many  heads  of  families.  It 
is  expected  to  finish  the  church  edifice  this  year  D.  V.  This,  with- 
out exceptions,  has  been  the  most  successful  year,  spirituallv  and 
t^'Uiporally,  for  the  church  in  Taylorville  since  its  organization. 
Hundreds  left  for  want  of  room  during  the  revival  meeting,  and 
o'len  now  people  can  not  gain  admittance,  hence  the  church  ftels 
the  importance  of  finishing  the  edifice,  when  its  seating  capacity 
will  be  about  six  or  seven  hundred  when  required.  J.  M. 
Taylor  is  the  active,  earnest  Sunday-school  Superintendent,  and  we 
have  averaged  the  past  six  months  about  125  scholars  each  Sabbath. 
Judge  Frink  is  still  living  and  in  his  90th  year,  and  walks  half  a 
mile  to  church  every  Sabbath  ;  reads  still  withotit  spectacles. 
Albert  II.  Peck  is  still  the  faithful  clerk  of  the  church,  as  well  as 
deacon,  and  some  two  years  since  laid  ttewn  his  hammer  to  stu<ly 
law  in  the  office  of  the  successful  lawyer,  J.  M.  Taylor.  Gus. 
Goodrich,  who  wa.s  for  some  years  our  worth}'  county  treasure!', 
retains  his  office  with  Nich.  Burch,  as  trustee  of  the  church.  Par- 
son Pray  still  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  and  occasionally 
the  Rev.  Hobart,  D.D.,  our  venerable  and  much  esteemed  general 
missionary  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  puts  in  an  appearance  at  Tay- 
lorville, and  liy  his  kiml  words  of  advice  and  sympathy,  encour- 
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ages  and  .strengtliens  the  things  that  remain.  The  present  pastor, 
Rev.  Oswald  SiuH.a  man  much  esteemed  and  respected  in  tiiis  city 
Ijy  all  wli"  know  him,  i.s  iiuw  pushing  forward  the  work  of  com- 
pleting the  beautiful  Bapti-st  Church  edifice,  -wliich  is  .said  to  be  one 
of  the  finest  in  Christian  county,  averaging  about  50  by  90  feet  in 
size.  'Tis  pleasant,  as  this  church  hi.«tory  draws  to  a  close,  to  real- 
ize, as  we  take  a  retrospect  of  the  past,  how  much  improvement 
there  has  been  in  our  county  and  state,  socially,  morally,  and  spiri- 
tually, and  that  the  great  moral  governor  of  the  universe,  though 
he  buries  his  workman,  still  carries  on  his  work.  Should  any  of 
the  numerous  readers  of  our  County  History  cnnie  this  way,  pastor 
and  people  will  be  glad  to  welcome  them  by  the  hand  of  fraternity, 
and  bid  them  God  speed  on  their  way. 


THE  :\n:THODisT  episcotal  chup.ch, 

r,Y    :MRS.    MARY    11.    VILLARS. 

The  Grove  City  Station  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  Methodist  Class 
organized  in  1833,  at  the  residence  of  Col.  Peter  Porter,  and  sup- 
posed to  be  the  oldest  Methodist  society  in  Christian  county.  The 
class  was  organized  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Benson.  For  some  years  the 
society  held  their  meetings  at  Col.  Porter's  residence,  until  a  house 
of  worship  was  erected,  which  was  completed  iu  1852.  Dedicatory 
sermon  was  preaeheil  by  Rev.  Jonathan  Stamper,  of  Decatur.  The 
church  was  called  "  Wesley  Chapel,"  and  was  built  on  land  given 
for  the  purpose  by  John  M'Kenzie,  about  two  miles  east  of  Col. 
Porter's.  The  society  occupied  this  house  until  Grove  City  Cliurch 
was  built  in  1866,  when  the  class  was  transferred  to  the  latter  place. 
Grove  City  Church  is  a  frame  structure,  sightly  in  api)earance,  and 
cost  $6,000.  Dedicatory  sermon  and  services  by  Rev.  H.  Buck. 
The  society  has  generally  been  quite  jjrosperous,  and  nundiers  at 
present  165  members. 

Col.  Porter's  liouse  was  a  preaching  place  for  our  earliest  pioneer 
preachers.  Richard  Bird,  Peter  Cartwright,  Piter  Akers,  and 
others  of  the  early  pioneers,  preached  there.  The  house  has  been 
moved  away  some  years.  Formerly  the  charge  was  in  the  form  of 
a  circuit,  but  became  a  station  in  1867.  Pastors,  Leonard  Sniitli, 
J.  W.  West,  J.  B.  Colwcll,  Ira  Emerson,  I.  T.  Roberts,  J.  L. 
Robinson,  the  present  pastor. 

Father  Bruncr,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  is  the  oldest  member 
of  Grove  City  charge,  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Maryland, 
October  5th,  1795.  Moved  to  Frederick  in  1812.  In  1817  re- 
moved to  Washington  City,  where  under  the  labors  of  Rev.  Burch 
he  was  converted  and  united  with  the  Old  Foundry  M.  E.  Church, 
in  a  Love-feast  held  September  26th,  1817.  Joined  a  class  of  men 
which  met  at  Sunrise,  Father  Lovejoy,  lead<'r.  lieturncd  to 
Frederick  in  1818.  Resided  there  until  his  removal  to  Illinois  in 
1842.  Father  Bruner  has  been  a  class  leader  fir  ovi'r  fifty  years. 
Is  more  than  an  ordinary  man  in  piety,  devotion  and  intelligence. 
Has  been  very  useful  to  the  church,  and  even  now  is  very  active 
for  one  of  his  age,  being  in  his  85th  year. 

H.  C.  and  J.  M.  Lindsle}'  are  among  the  "reliables"  in  the 
church,  stewards  and  class  leaders,  and  men  of  sterling  Christian 
character,  greatly  esteemed  bj'  the  entire  connnunity.  S.  J.  Sad- 
dler, a  large  land  owner  and  stock  dealer;  Wn\.  JIcKenzie,  a  man 
powerful  to  "  prevail  with  God,"  and  David  Henshie,  unassuming 
and  quiet,  and  thoroughly  pious,  may  also  be  nundiercd  with  the 
leading  men  of  the  Grove  City  charge.  The  verdict  of  one  of  the 
]iastors  of  this  charge  iwixy  be  of  value  to  those  interested.  "This 
is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  charges  in  the  Illiiiois  < 'onference." 

Ediiiliiiri-/  CiiTiiH,  lakes  in  Ediidjurg,  Shai'psburg,  and  Bethany, 
in   the   bounds  of  Chri.-tian   county,  comprising  a   iiienibership  of 


250,  including  probatii  ners ;  the  Sabbath-schools  aggregate  over 
200.  In  1864,  nmler  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Gunn,  Edinburg  erected 
a  house  of  worship.  Sharpsburg  church  was  built  in  '74.  Bethany 
in  '67.  The  first  class  formed,  on  what  is  now  Edinburg  Circuit, 
was  in  1845  or  '46,  at  Robt  Richardson's.  In  the  early  Methodism 
of  Edinburg  we  fijid  the  name  of  AVm.  Half  )rd  as  a  leader  in 
church  enterprise  and  devotion.     Later  that  of  J.  B.  Eaton. 

At  Sharpsburg,  S.  B.  Shehhm  was  for  many  years  a  faithful  and 
devoted  servant  of  the  church.  His  kindly  .services  with  those  of 
his  estimable  family  will  be  recalled  to  mind  by  the  early  itinerant 
with  feelings  of  gratitude.  .Tared  Young,  now  in  Nebraska,  Father 
Xash  and  family,  and  Wm.  Hargis,  were  also  leaders  in  every  good 
w'ord  and  work. 

Among  the  present  workeis  at  Sharpsburg  may  be  mentioned  O. 
M.  Sheldon,  Robt.  Nash,  tJ.  W.  Stewart  and  Dr.' A.  F.  McNeil. 

At  Bethany,  Robert  Richardson  and  Father  Whitman,  at  whose 
homes  the  itinerant  Methodist  preached,  as  early  as  1840,  were  the 
learling  spirits  of  Methodism  of  early  days.  In  later  years  we  find 
the  names  of  A.  F.  Snow,  R.  Graham,  Geo.  Wayndck,  Isaac  Rich- 
ardson, Fi'ank  Whitman,  J.ihn  Richardson,  Wm.  M  Dolbv  and  E. 
T.  Ogden. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  different  pastors  :  Revs.  Gunn, 
A.  Orr,  John  Staples  (supply),  J.  C.  Kellar,  J.  B.  Haas,  H.  Miller, 
J.  J.  Dugan  and  W.  W.  Curnutt,  the  present  pastor. 

iMT.    AUliURX    M.    E.    CHURCH. 

In  1^43  a  class  was  organized  at  the  house  of  John  Benson,  one 
mile  west  of  where  the  village  of  Mt.  Auburn  now  stands.  The 
class  consisted  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Benson,  Eliza  White,  and 
three  others  named  Rice.  Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  class, 
six  others  united,  making  twelve  in  all ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  Virden, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Potter,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ge(n-ge  AVilcox. 

A  church  was  built  in  1859,  costing  about  $3,000,  and  in  1869  a 
parsonage  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $550. 

The  membership  has  increased  considerably  in  number  at  differ- 
ent periods.  The  first  members  here  are  nearly  all  gone  to  their 
reward.  The  present  does  not  probably  exceed  20,  and  for  the  past 
three  or  four  years  there  has  not  been  regular  preaching  kept  up. 

The  Morrisotiville  and  Palmer  Circuit  organized  in  1871,  is  com- 
posed of  six  preaching  places,  Morrisonville,  Palmer,  Shiloh,  King's 
School-house,  Providence  and  Maple  Grove.  The  Shiloh  Class  is  the 
strongest  appointment  iu  the  circuit,  numerically  and  financially. 
Morrisonville  is  preparing  to  build  a  good  church  during  the  coming 
year.  During  the  jia^t  winter  (1879-80)  the  church  was  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  lose  their  parsonage  by  fire,  lint  with  commendable 
zeal  and  courage,  the  circuit  began  at  once  to  raise  funds  for 
another,  and  in  less  than  four  months  after  the  fire,  the  pastor  and 
his  family  were  installed  in  a  new  parsonage,  larger  and  much 
better  than  the  former.  The  society  numbers  200  members.  J.  B. 
Haas  was  preacher  in  charge  in  1871.  J.  R.  Reasonis,  present 
pastor. 

TAVI.llUVILI.E    M.    E.    CnUllCH. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  first  organization  of  the  Alethodist 
Society  at  Taylorville.  There  was  a  class  there  for  several  years, 
and  it  was  the  head  of  what  was  known  as  the  Taylorville  Circuit. 
It  was  made  a  "  Station  "  iu  1866,  and  it  is  probable  the  first  class 
was  organized  twenty-five  years  previou-,  but  the  reeonls  here  have 
been  lost,  and  personal  reeolleetions  have  been  the  only  source 
of  inf  irmation.  The  society  in  tlie  town  numbered  100  menil)ers, 
and  two  rjuntrv  classes  having  about  3(t  members  in  all,  were 
united  with  flu'  town  society  and  finned  Taylorville  Station. 
The  Tavlorville  Chuieh   was    a  small    brick  ( 24x36  feet ),  built  in 
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1848-9.  In  1869,  the  present  house,  a  substantial  brick  edifice,  was 
erected  (40x70  feet),  with  a  seating  capacity  of  over  400.  The  church 
also  owns  a  good  parsonage.  The  society  numbers  174  members,  and  is 
out  of  debt,  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  bids  lair  to  mal^e  one  of 
the  strong  appointments  of  the  Illinois  Conference.  (Official  board 
at  time  of  making  it  a  station  :  J.  H.  Moore,  P.  E. ;  J.  B  Cohvell, 
P.  C. ;  A.  U.  Dunevan,  L  D  ;  John  A.  Hall,  L.  P. ;  Jacob  Max- 
well, F.  Young,  J.  Fraley,  J.  K.  Vandcrbelt  and  J.  Demotte,  class 
leaders.  H.  Maxwell,  J.  Demotte,  John  Copeland,  J.  Maxwell,  J. 
W.  Young,  stewards.  M.  C.  Long,  J.  Young,  W.  F.  Hayes  and  M. 
L.  Young,  trustees. 

Official  Board  of  1880:  W.  AV.  xVnderson,  A.  Seaman,  L.  B. 
Slater,  A.  Demofe,  F.  O.  Bulpit,  M.  C.  Long,  D.  :McCaskill,  J. 
Shatter,  C.  S.  Blenkenship,  A.  McCaskill,  S.  W.  Lantz  and  Mrs. 
Meda  Simpson. 

Pastors  from  1861-80:  D.  P.  Lyon,  A.  T.  Orr,  J..hn  Stajjles,  J. 
B  Colwell,  H.  C.  Adams,  G.  J.  Barrett,  It.  W.  Travis,  D.  Bur.lsiek, 
J.  C.  Rucker,  J.  S.  Akers,  J  Montgomery,  P  C.  Colwell,  Audei'SdU 
Orr,  W.  S.  Mathens  and  W.  A.  Smith,  present  pastor. 

I'AXA    JI.    E.    CIlURtn. 

The  first  JI.  E.  Class  in  Pana  was  organized  iu  1855,  by  Green 
Walker,  who  was  at  that  time  proprietor  of  a  boarding-house  in 
Pana.  Mr.  Walker  was  leader  of  the  class,  and  is  said  to  have 
offered  the  first  public  prayer  iu  Pana.  The  class  consisted  of 
Green  Walker  and  Millie  Walker  his  wife,  their  daughter  Deborah 
A.  Walker,  now  Mrs.  J.  C.  Stout  of  the  Kentucky  House  in  Pana, 
Henry  Slack,  Rachel  Slack,  Jliss  Irving  Sanders  aud  Jlrs.  E  P. 
Sanders;  seven  in  all.  The  first  class-meeting  in  Pana  was  held  in 
the  freight  house  of  the  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  The  first  Jlethodist 
Sabbath  school  was  held  in  the  same  place  fir  over  a  year,  Jesse 
Heath  superintendent. 

The  first  regular  Methodist  preavhing  was  in  the  "  Yancy  House," 
a  small  frame  house  unplastered,  fronting  on  the  Illinois  Central  R. 
E.,  and  just  north  of  where  the  Harrison  House  now  stands  It 
was  in  this  house  that  the  first  Quarterly  ileeting  of  Pana  Metho- 
dism was  held  in  the  spring  of  1856,  Rev.  Huckstep,  P.  C. ;  J.  L. 
Crane,  P.  E.  There  is  no  record  of  the  (Quarterly  Conference 
(bu.siuess  meeting),  of  this  year  to  be  found,  and  the  facts  were 
ascertained  from  parties  who  were  present  at  the  Sabbath  services. 

The  earliest  records  show  the  names  of  the  following  parties  as 
members  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Pana  Circuit,  in  the  spring 
of  1857 :  J.  L.  Crane,  P.  E. ;  J.  P.  Prickett,  P.  C.  ;  J.  W.  Houstcn 
and  R.  L.  Pulower,  local  elders ;  Jonas  Thatcher,  class  leader ;  H. 
L.  Rose,  W.  H.  Shockly,  stewards. 

First  revival  services  of  M.  E.  Church  in  Pana  were  held  in 
winter  of  1857-8,  under  the  pastorate  of  S.  B.  Russell  and  W.  A. 
Wilnier.  The  services  were  held  in  what  is  now  known  as  "  Law- 
rence Hall,"  during  which  quite  a  nund)er  of  souls  were  converted 
and  added  to  the  church,  some  nn  probation  and  some  by  letter.  The 
following  year  the  church  commenced  to  build  a  house  of  worship^ 
but  it  was  not  completed  until  the  autumn  of  1859.  It  is  a  frame 
structure,  and  was  situated  just  north  of  St.  James'  Hotel,  but  as  the 
town  built  up,  it  was  found  to  be  too  far  from  the  centre  of  popula- 
tion, and  in  1866  when  the  appointment  was  made  a  station,  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  move  it  two  blocks  south  of  the  St.  Louis 
railroad,  and  two  blocks  east  of  Illinois  Central  railroad,  where  it 
now  stands.  Since  its  removal  a  spire  has  been  added,  also  a  study 
and  a  chapel,  giing  the  whole  church  a  seating  cajiacity  of  about 
500. 

The  church  in  Pana  has  been  served  by  the  fnllowing  pastors: 
Huckstep,  J.  C.  Prickett,  B.  Hungerfonl,  S.  S.  Russell,  J. 


H.  Aldrich,  W.  B.  M.  Colt,  Wm.  P.  Paxton,  R.  Holding,  Wm.  B. 
Anderson,  G.  J.  Barrett,  J.  H.  Holloway,  C.  P.  Baldwin,  J.  Shaw, 
E.  D.  AVilkin,  A.  C.  Armentrout,  J.  T.  Orr,  and  I.  Villars,  present 
pastor. 

Presiding  elders:  J.  L.  Crane,  H.  Birch,  \\.  W.  Travis,  J.  H. 
Moore,  J.  I.  Davidson,  C.  B.  Baldwin,  James  Leatin,  H.  Buck. 

Official  board  of  1880.  J.  P.  Mooney,  W.  W.  Morrison,  E.  C. 
Recce,  W.  J.  Moore,  S.  M.  Haywood,  P.  M.  Nichols,  Phillip  Jage- 
raau,  Wm.  Hoppok,  J.  W.  Cox",  J.  T.  Albright,  A.  M.  Jewell,  J.  E. 
Xeely,  J.  C.  Essick. 

Sabbath-school  numbers  about  325,  including  primary  department, 
and  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  Primary  department  is 
superintended  by  Mrs.  P.  M.  Nichols,  a  very  efficient  and  devoted 
worker.  This  department  numbers  about  eighty  names.  Is  con- 
ducted in  the  class  system,  with  eight  young  ladies  as  teachers, 
subject  to  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Nichols. 

The  church  in  Pana  has  had  its  drawbacks  and  hindrances,  but 
to-da}'  stauds  on  decided  ground,  condemning  the  wrong  and  firm 
for  the  right.  The  testimony  of  one  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  M. 
E.  communion,  and  has  resided  in  Pana  from  its  earliest  history, 
will  perhaps  expre.ss  the  position  of  the  church  on  the  tempirance 
question.  "  Pana  Methodism  ever  since  the  organization  of  its  fir^t 
class  has  been  noted  for  its  opposition  to  the  traffic  in  alcohol.  The 
members  of  the  first  class  made  it  their  business  to  oppose  the  sale 
of  intoxicants  in  the  town ;  and  the  society  has  been  fighting 
whisky  ever  since."  A  statement  which  could  probably  be  applied 
with  perfect  propriety,  not  only  to  Pana  and  Christian  county 
Methodism,  but  to  Methodism  generally. 

The  society  at  Stoningtou  was  organized  iu  1867  by  Rev.  W.  H. 
Furgison,  a  loc.il  preacher.  The  class  was  organized  at  Wash- 
ington school-house,  which  stood  one-half  mile  south  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Stoningtou.  The  class  was  composed  of  seven  members: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Furgison,  'Sir.  and  ilrs.  William  Liner, 
Mrs.  Livergood,  Wm.  Marion  and  Nancy  Williams.  In  1873  the 
society  built  a  good  church  at  a  cost  of  83,000.  The  membership 
at  present  numbers  between  60  and  70.  James  Furgison,  B.  C. 
Chapman  and  Mrs.  .J.  AI.  Luster  are  among  the  leading  members 
of  the  society.  The  pastors  since  '67  have  been  W.  H.  Furgison, 
John  Staples,  Joseph  Pellatt,  J.  W.  Warfield,  J.  M.  McElherron, 
R.  W.  Travis,  F.  C.  Bruner,  G.  D.  Furber.  At  present  .Stoningtou 
belongs  to  Blue  Mound  circuit,  aud  is  under  the  pastorate  of  J.  K. 
Crawfjrd. 

ASSUMPTION    M.  E.  CHURCH. 

Assumption  society  was  organized  in  1860  with  eight  members  : 
Joel  H.  Abbott,  class  leader,  J.  L.  Demotte,  Ann  Demotte,  W. 
Demotte,  J.  P.'  Stark,  Anne  Stark,  Hulda  Ousting  and  J.  K.  Mor- 
ton composed  the  class.  It  now  numbers  77.  The  society  has  a 
house  of  worship,  built  iu  1808-9,  costing  84,000.  In  1876  a  par- 
sonage was  built  which  cost  8750.  The  societ}'  is  not  very  strong 
financially;  but  there  is  a  goodly  number  of  earnest  working  Chris- 
tians, and  their  influence  is  being  felt  for  good  in  the  comnuinity. 
H.  H.  Tobias  is  Sunday  school  superintendent ;  Amos  Kerr,  E.  ^^^ 
Mohr  and  E.  J.  Fribley,  stewards  ;  Isaac  Campbell,  J.  A.  Wemple, 
H.  H.  Tobias,  E.  W.  Mohr,  Amos  Kerr,  trustees.  The  circuit  con- 
sists of  Assumption,  Millersville  and  the  Wright  school-house. 
The  pastors  were  E.  E.  Cowperthwait,  A.  Y.  Graham,  .7.  K.  Craw- 
ford aud  J.  W.  Warfield,  the  pastor  now  1 1880)  in  charge. 

MILLEKSYILLE    M.  E    CHUKCH. 

This  society  was  organized  in  1870  by  Rev.  ^Moses  Tichnell. 
Twelve  persons  composed  the  class  at  the  time  :  Thomas  Miller, 
Jane  Miller,  Jemima  C.  Miller,  George  Miller,  Sarah  C.  ililler,  JI. 
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G.  Oakcy,  Elizabeth  Oakoy,  J.  Shaw,  Aiine  Shaw,  Susiima  Dtisen- 
berry,  Win.  Maxwell  and  Wni.  A.  Maxwell.  The  society  luw  a 
small  but  ucat  frame  cluircb  bailt  iii  I'STl. 

ROSEMOXD  51.  E.  <'iiui;(;ir. 
The  Roscnioml  thai-ge  emi^i.-t-  nffuur  appointments:  lioseinnnd, 
Buckeye  ch;  [jcI,  Owaneco  ami  ]*"aiivie\v.  Although  Rcsemond  is 
the  head  of  the  circuit,  it  is  the  youngest  of  the  four  classes,  being 
Ofanizcd  in  IfsGT.  The  society  consisted  of  eight  mendiers  at  tiie 
time  of  its  organization:  Alex.  Simpson,  Eliza  Simpson,  Thomas 
Hartop,  Anna  Hartop,  Win.  W.  Morrison,  Ellen  Morrison,  Ileniy 
Bess  and  Nancy  Boss.  Since  that  time,  the  class  has  grown  con- 
siderably in  numbers  and  financial  strength.  A  house  of  wor-hip 
•was  built  the  .same  year  as  the  organization  of  the  class.  The  circuit 
owns  a  parsonage  near  the  Rosemond  church.  The  chnrge  has  been 
served  by  the  following  pastors:  G.  IMiller,  G.J.Barrett,  J.  JI. 
West,  J.  "e.  Lindley,  W.  Murphy,  T.  M.  Dillon,  AVin.  McK.  Good- 
ing, C  E.  McClintock  and  P.  S.  Swart,  the  pastor  now  in  charge. 
Henry  Bess  is  leader  of  Rosemond  class,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
among  the  faithful  and  devoted  workers  of  the  church.  Stewards: 
J.  F.  Warner,  J.  L.  Brown  ;  trustees,  Wm.  Guthrie,  Jcshua  Osborn, 
John  Hathaway,  S.  Winter  and  W'm.  Weaver;  Sunday-school 
superiuteudent,  Charles  Stitcs. 

BUCKEYE    M.    E.    CHURCH. 

At  Buckeye  chapel  there  is  a  flourishing  society,  organized  in 
18.35  by  Rev.  M.  Shunk.  The  society  belonged  to  Taylorville  cir- 
cuit until  the  formation  of  Rosemond  charge,  when  it  was  included 
in  the  latter  work.  The  class  was  organized  with  fifteen  mendjcrs : 
Samuel  Cowgill,  Louisa  Cowgill,  Wm.  Hunter,  Susan  Hunter, 
Mary  Hunter',  Dr.  W.  H.  .McCoy  ami  Mrs.  McCoy,  Samuel  I>arge, 
Maria  Large,  Noel  Rap?,  Elizabeth  Rape,  Rebekah  Baker,  and 
two  sisters  of  Mrs.  James  AVhitlaw — names  not  given.  The  society 
is  strong  numerically,  financially  and  spiritually,  and  is  an  old- 
fashioned  Methodist  appointment,  in  the  grandest  sense  of  tluit 
phi-ase.  Thomas  Bonnell  and  S.  S.  Kanaga  are  local  elders;  lieniy 
JMillard.  Wm.  Large,  class-leaders;  Philip  Ebert,  J.  W.  Hunter, 
stewards;  Joshua  Gimlen,  H.  L.  JIuU,  T.  Bonnell,  George  Jle- 
Guire,  S.  S.  Kanaga,  J.  McGaw,  J.  \V.  Hunter,  Samuel  Laigi-, 
trustees. 

I|-\VANEC0    M.    K.    niCKi'ir. 

This  society  organized  in  l«i;2  l.y  Rev.  D.  P.  Lv..n,  with  Un 
members:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Anderson,  Mr.  and  JMrs.  Philip 
Baker,  Nancy  Madison,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ^\'m.  Bailey,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Aaron  Brown,  and  Annie  Bradley.  The  society  has  a  good  fr.ime 
church  built  in  1873.  Cla-ss  leaders,  J.  W.  Resler,  J.  :SL  Sluilei-; 
stewards,  J-  J.  Danford,  A.  B.  Leeper ;  trustees,  J.  J.  Danford,  J. 
M.  Shuler,  James  Hogue,  Royal  :McShea,  J.  Millhorn,  Charles  T. 
Becker,  E.  W.  Stout,  H.  B.  Leejier  and  J.  C.  Hunter.  Suuday- 
school  superintendent,  J.  J-  Danford. 


F.VIRVIEW    M.    E.    CHURCH. 

Fairview  class  was  organized  in  18G!)  with  "2(3  members, 
following  are  the  names  of  members:  E.  Denton  and  wife,  R 
bleby,  Lida  Lbnbleby,  Mr.  and  JMrs.  Matthew  Lusader,  i\Ir 
Mrs."  A.  N.  Snyder,  Mr.  and  .^Irs.  Wm.  Walters,  Jlr.  and 
Samuel  Umbleby,  Harriet  [McMiller,  Mary  McElroy,  J.  W 
Emma  JIcElroy,  J.  A.  and  Annie  J.  :MeElroy,  Jlr.  and  Mrs. 
Cherry,  Mrs.  J.  Watkins,  :Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Johnson,  and 
and  Mrs.  Peter  Johnson.  The  house  of  worship  was  liuilt  in 
and  dedicated  Jan.  8th,  1869,  by  Rev.  AV.  N.  McElroy,  si 
Mary  McElroy,  and  brother  to  J.  A.  and  J.  W.  ^McElroy,  ai 
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that  time  pastor  of  1st  M.  E.  Church,  Bloomington,  now  presiding 
elder  of  Bloomington  district.  The  church  was  built  and  dedicated 
before  the  organization  of  the  society,  a  very  unusual  proceeding  for 
a  ^Methodist  .■society.  But  the  ]icople  of  the  neighborhood  felt  the 
need  of  a  house  in  which  to  worshi]i,  and  many  who  were  not  at 
that  time  professing  Christians  gave  liberally.  Andrew  Miller,  not 
a  mendier  of  the  church  at  that  time,  gave  the  site  for  building  and 
§.")(I0  in  money  as  a  beginning.  Of  course,  the  church  was  soon 
paid  fir.  Among  the  most  active  members  at  the  time  of  organiza- 
tion were  E.  Denton,  Wm.  Walters,  J.  M.  New.  Leading  members 
now:  Dr.  McDivitt,  E.  Denton,  J.  il.  New,  E.  McChristy  and  C. 
W.  Wilson.  Mrs.  Mary  McElroy,  mother  of  W.  N.,  J.  A.  and  J. 
W.  JIcElroy,  is  the  oldest  living  member  of  Fairview  class.  Born 
in  1801,  she  was  converted  and  united  with  the  M.  F,.  church  in  1818, 
and  consequently  has  been  a  Jlethodist  for  sixty-two  years;  and 
those  wh,)  knew  her  now  and  during  previous  years  will  te.stify  that 
hers  has  not  been  a  merely  nominal  church-membership.  She  has 
been  an  earnest  Christian  worker;  and  while  performing  Christian 
duties  measured  by  the  very  highest  standard,  she  has  also  had  the 
Christian's  spiritual  enjoyment.  With  a  lieart  overflowing  with 
love  to  God  and  man,  to  her  "duty  has  never  seemed  a  load,"  nor 
"worship  jn'oved  a  task."  A  hapjiy,  hopeful  Christian,  with  an 
experience  of  the  "deep  things  of  God,"  she  is  truly  a  "mother  in 
Israel;''  and  many  will  bless  her  memory  long  after  she  is  called  to 
her  reward.  Among  other  elect  ladies  of  Rosemond  charge,  might 
be  mentioned  the  names  of  Mrs.  Tichnell,  Mary  J.  Warner,  Jane 
Stites,  Anna  Sutton  and  Jane  Rosenberry  of  Rosemond  ;  Margaret 
Danford,  Catharine  Millhorn  and  Angeline  Fox,  of  Owaneco;  Fran- 
ces New,  Emma  McElroy,  Matilda  Lusader,  Nancy  L^mbleby  and 
JIary  Graham  of  Fairview;  Kate  Bonnell,  Charlotte  Large,  Mary 
A.  Large,  iNFartha  Hunter,  Catharine  Hunter,  Rebekah  Lakiu  and 
flattie  C.  McGuire,  of  Buckeye.  Total  membership  of  Ro.semond 
circuit,  39G  The  total  number  of  communicants  in  the  M.  E. 
Church  in  Christian  county  is  about  1,800,  including  probationers. 
There  arc  seven  pastors,  with  an  average  salary  of  .ST'io. 


THE  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

BY  REV.  FREDERICK  SCHULZE. 

The  beginning  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  its  organiza- 
tions in  Christian  County  dates  back  almost  to  the  first  settlement. 
Though  the  membership  was  smaller  in  the  commencement,  one 
may  count  between  400  and  500  families  at  present,  who  are  di- 
vided into  five  congregations  or  parishes  in  the  following  places, 
viz:  Taylorville,  Assumption,  Pana,  jNIorrisonville  and  Stonington. 
According  to  times  and  circumstances,  the  progress  antl  improve- 
ment was  dittbrent  in  each  of  these  five  jjarishes. 

As  Taylorville  was  the  first  organized  town  in  the  county,  here 
also  the  organization  of  the  Catholic  Church  made  its  start. 
It  was  about  the  year  184G.  This  ilistrict,  like  the  wdiole  State  of 
Illinois,  was  at  that  time  under  the  spiritual  charge  of  the  R.  C. 
Bishop  of  Chicago.  A  few  familie.-  that  had  come  from  the  State 
of  Kentucky  and  settled  around  Taylorville,  joined  together  and 
erected  a  small  frame  building,  to  serve  as  a  chapel  for  religious 
service.  The  building  still  exists  as  the  entrance  part  of  the  new- 
church.  There  was  no  priest  residing  in  the  county  at  that  time, 
and  even  the  attendance  of  a  neighboring  clergyman  was  very  rare, 
as  coraamnication  was  difiicult  for  want  of  railroads.  The  place 
used  to  be  visited  about  three  or  four  times  a  year  by  a  priest  from 
Springfield,  in  the  adjacent  Sangamon  County.  This  continued 
till  the  time  when  the  Catholic  congregation  of  Assumption  was 
organized,  about  1860.     Henceforth  the  priest  residing  at  Assump- 
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tion  commenced  to  attend  Taj'lorvillc  once  a  month.  Since  the 
number  of  members  had  increased  and  the  monthly  attendance  was 
not  very  regular,  the  Catholics  of  the  latter  place  made  some  efforts 
to  have  a  pastor  of  their  own  residing  with  them.  Hence  they 
commenced  with  the  building  of  a  new  priest-house.  This  was 
about  1871.  They  bought  three  lots  of  ground,  one  block 
further  south  of  the  old  church.  The  house  was  built  by 
Father  Kecouvreur,  who  was  for  a  long  time  at  Assumption,  and 
was  then  moved  to  Edwardsville.  However,  he  did  not  complete 
the  work.  This  was  done  by  Rev.  Father  Claus,  who  was  appointed 
by  the  R.  C.  bishop  of  Alton,  as  a  resident  priest  for  Taylorville, 
in  the  year  1872.  He  finished  the  building  of  the  house.  At  the 
same  time  he  got  the  old  church  moved  from  the  former  place  t  j 
the  lot  where  the  new  pastoral  residence  had  been  erected  in  the 
year  1874.  On  this  occasion  they  j)ut  a  new  addition  to  the  older 
part  and  a  sacristy.  Father  Claus,  after  his  first  coming  had 
been  sent  to  Ruma,  and  again  returned  after  half  a  j-ear;  still  he 
did  not  reside  in  Taylorville  very  long,  but  soon  moved  to  ^Morrison, 
ville,  and  attended  Taylorville  every  other  Sunday  from  the  latter 
place.  This  continued  till  December,  1877,  when  Father  Schulze 
was  sent  by  the  R.  C.  bishop  of  Alton  to  Taylorville  with  an  order 
to  reside  there.     Thus  it  stands  to-day. 

The  number  of  Catholic  femilies  amounts  to  about  seventy  at 
present,  of  whom  far  the  greater  part  live  in  the  country  ;  about 
one-fourth  of  them  are  of  German  descent,  the  rest  English-speaking 
people.  The  church  is  entirely  too  small,  but  we  hope  a  new 
building  will  be  erected  at  a  time  not  far  distant.  The  next 
Catholic  church  was  organized  at  Assumption,  in  1857,  by  Mr.  E. 
E.  Malhiot.  He  donated  ten  acres  of  ground,  and  with  his  own 
money,  built  a  little  chapel  and  priest-house.  The  first  resident 
priest  was  Father  Gonaud,  a  Frenchman.  After  about  three  years 
he  was  succeeded  by  Father  Dutour,  who  remained  four  years. 
Father  Bedart  followed  him  for  three  years,  and  then  Father  Re- 
couvreur.  The  latter  remained  only  three  months.  Next  was 
Father  Jacque,  a  native  of  Alsatia.  He  remained  at  Assumption 
for  six  years,  and  greatlj'  improved  the  Catholic  church  and  con- 
gregation. A  new  brick  church  was  commenced  under  his  guidance. 
He  also  built  a  new  priest-house,  since  the  old  one  had  been  de- 
stroyed b}'  fire.  When  Father  Jacque  left  Assumption,  he  was 
f  dlowed  by  Father  Withopf  who  remained  there  three  years,  till 
Fenyen  came,  who  remained  only  three  months.  Father  Dechene 
succeeded  him  in  November,  1878,  and  is  jjastor  at  the  present 
time.  Since  he  came  he  has  finished  partly  the  inside  work  of  the 
church  and  priest-house,  built  by  Fathei-  Jacque. 

The  number  of  Catholic  families  at  present  amounts  to  abnut 
one  hundred  and  twenty,  partly  French,  Canadians,  Irish  descent 
and  a  few  Germans.  The  church  is  a  strong  and  large  brick 
building,  situated  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town.  There  is  also  a 
Catholic  grave-yard  not  very  far  from  it. 

The  Catholic  church  at  Pana  was  built  in  I860,  liy  Father  Cusack. 
It  used  to  be  attended  from  Shelbyville  and  different  places  in  the 
neighborhood.  Father  Cusack's  successors  were  Father  Turmel, 
Father  Jacque  and  Father  Lohmann.  Rev.  Father  Storp,  who 
came  there  about  1876,  remained  a  short  time  and  moved  to 
Shelbyville  He  attends  Pana  every  other  Sunday.  The  number 
of  Catholic  families  is  about  one  hundred,  of  which  near  half  live 
in  the  town  itself. 

The  Catholic  congregation  of  Jlorrisonville  was  organized  about 
1870  by  Father  Lohmann  of  Hillsboro,  who  built  the  church  at 
that  time.  The  first  residing  priest  was  Fatlier  Claus,  who  moved 
there  from  Taylorville  about  1873  and  attended  each  place  every 
other  Sunday.  It  wa.s  by  him,  that  the  priest-house  also  was  built. 
14 


He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Father  Teppe  in  1877,  who  is  j-et  pastor; 
he  attends,  also,  the  Brown  settlement,  eight  miles  west,  in  Mont- 
gomery County. 

The  number  of  families  at  Morrisonville  amounts  to  .seventv  ; 
about  twenty  of  these  are  Germans,  the  rest  Irish. 

The  Catholic  congregation  of  the  latest  date  in  Christian  county 
is  that  of  Stonington,  ten  miles  north  from  Taylorville.  It  was  in- 
corporated about  the  year  1873.  Father  Kane,  at  that  time  pastor 
of  the  church  in  Macon,  was  the  first  one  to  encourage  the  Catholics 
around  the  little  town  of  Stonington  to  build  a  church  and  organize 
themselves  as  a  congregation.  The  R.  C.  Bishop  Baltcs  of  Alton,  when 
asked,  gave  his  consent.  Hence  a  subscription  was  taken  up;  but 
for  ditterent  reasons,  the  work  failed  at  that  time,  and  was  stopped 
till  1877.  This  was  the  time  when  Father  Schulze  came  as  a  resi- 
dent priest  to  Taylorville.  For  about  half  a  year  he  visited  Sto- 
nington one  Sunday  in  each  mouth  and  held  mass-service  in  different 
dwelling-houses.  The  people  were  again  encouraged  to  take  up  the 
work  of  church-building.  Another  subscription  was  raised  and 
the  first  steps  taken.  Two  lots  of  ground  were  donated  by  Mr. 
Covington,  who  was  not  a  member  of  the  church.  The  ground 
having  been  deeded  in  the  name  of  the  congregation,  the  building 
of  the  new  church  was  commenced  in  the  fall  of  1878.  JSIr.  Lukas 
Pfeiftenberger,  of  Alton,  made  the  designs  and  superintended  the 
work.  The  latter  was  given  by  contract  to  Messrs.  Cottom  & 
Cromwell,  two  mechanics  of  Taylorville,  who  completed  it  about 
June,  1879.  From  that  time  the  church  has  been  attended  every 
other  Sunday  b}'  Father  .Schulze  from  Ta3'lorville. 

The  present  membership  is  about  forty  families,  almost  all  living 
in  the  cauntry  surrounding  the  little  town.  The  church,  though  a 
frame  building,  is  of  strong  material,  70x40  feet,  and  has  a  nice 
and  substantial  appearance. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH. 

i;y   W.    F.    EICnARD.?OX.* 

Ever}'  innovation  on  the  established  ideas  and  customs  of  a  na- 
tion or  community  must  meet  with  much  opposition,  and  succeed, 
if  at  all,  only  by  the  most  determined  and  persistent,  efforts. 

Even  truth  itself  is  not  secure  against  the  prejudices  and  jealous 
mistrust  of  those  who  are  wedded  to  an  error  that  has  become  ven- 
erable through  age  and  general  acceptance.  Every  advance  in 
science,  art  or  religion,  has  been  made  in  the  face  of  a  host  of  oppo- 
sers  ;  some  of  whom  wholly  misconceived  its  character  and  design, 
while  others  fought  it  from  zeal  for  the  traditions  of  the  fathers, 
and  others,  still,  from  a  preference  for  popular  error  over  unpopu- 
lar truth. 

Especially  is  this  true  of  religious  jirogress.  Any  new  religious 
doctrine,  whether  true  or  flxlse,  is  viewed  with  groat  jealousy,  and 
attacked  with  strong  denunciation,  by  those  who  have  imbibed 
doctrines  sanctioneil  by  many  generations  of  pious  ancestors, 
Luther,  Calvin,  and  Wesley,  like  all  other  great  refi)rmers,  had  no 
easy  path  to  tread  in  leading  men  into  the  clearer  light  of  God's 
holy  truth. 

A  modern  example  of  this  prejudice  against  religious  novelty  is 
seen  in  the  history  of  that  religious  body  known  as  the  "  Christian 
Church,"  or  "  Disciples  of  Christ." 

Refusing  to  wear  any  other  name  than  that  applied  by  the  in- 
spired writers  of  God ;  recognizing  the  authority  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures  alone,  in  all  matters  of  faith  and  discipline  ;   ami  pre- 

*  E-]>-ci:il  lllanks  :iro  .lue    Irnm  th.- 


106 


IIISTOL'Y   OF  CIIlUSriAN   COUNTY,   ILLINOIS. 


seiitiiii;  t(i  the  wnild  ihc   imvel    plo;i  of  llie   iiiiii f  all    <  'l]ri>ti;iiis 

upon  "  the  fiaiiiilaliii]!  nt'  tlic  aj)ostles  anil  puopliets,"  by  iliscarding 
all  laiiiuui  nanus,  ci-ueds,  and  tests  of  fellowship — thus  restoring 
the  primitive  and  apostolic  Christianity;  it  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  that  nianv,  wliu  had  been  trained  to  revere  the  creeds  and 
churches  of  tlieir  fathers,  should  strenuously  oppose  a  moveniont 
that  seemed  to  them  a  complete  subversion  of  their  cherished  sys- 
tems of  faith  and  worship. 

Ilcncc  it  was,  that  the  first  preachers  of  this  order  met  with  a 
jirompt  repulse,  or  a  cold  welcome,  at  best,  from  many  sincere 
Christian  i)eopl(\  who  were  only  zealous  for  what  they  considered 
the  true  interests  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 

Christian  county  was  wo  exception  to  the  general  rule.  For 
several  years,  the  jireachers  of  the  Christian  Church  were  looked 
upon  by  many  as  perverters  of  the  gospel,  and  disturbers  of  the 
peace  of  Zion  ;  and  tjie  doors  of  churches  and  school-houses  were 
closed  against  them,  and  communities  warned  to  shun  their  deadly 
heresies.  In  some  cases,  the  opposition  assumed  the  shape  of  abuse, 
and  such  appellations  as  "  Campbellitcs,"  and  even  "water-dogs," 
were  contemptuously  applied  to  them  by  some  who  thought  that 
calumny  and  ridicule  were  proper  weapons  to  use  in  religious  con- 
troversy. In  the  midst  of  all  this  harsh  treatment,  huwcvir,  these 
men  of  God  met  with  much  kindness  at  the  hands  of  very  many 
good  people,  who,  though  they  held  to  a  different  religious  faith, 
were  yet  too  full  of  the  love  of  God  to  maltreat  any  one,  who  was 
seeking  honestly  to  proclaim  His  holy  word. 

In  short,  the  experience  of  these  men  is  identical  witli  that  of  the 
pioneers  of  every  religious  faith  ;  and  the  story  of  the  labors  and 
hardshijis  of  one,  would  be  equally  true  of  all.  To  work  hard 
from  Monday  until  Saturday  on  the  farm,  and  on  Sumlay  to  ride 
on  horse-back  ten  or  twenty  miles,  to  fill  an  appointment  at  some 
school-house  or  log-cabin,  returning  to  the  work  of  the  field  at  day- 
light Monday  morning,  was  an  every  week  afiiur  with  many  of 
them.  Hard  labor  ami  generous  sacrifice  was  then  the  conniiou 
lot  of  all. 

Probably  the  first  preacher  of  the  Chrl.-tian  Church  to  visit  this 
county  was  W.  V.  Bowles,  or  "  Wat  "  Bowles,  as  he  was  familiarly 
called,  whose  home  was  in  Logan  count}'. 

In  the  summer  of  1842,  he  was  invited  by  Elder  White,  a  Bap- 
tist minister,  to  assist  him  in  a  meeting  at  a  union  meeting-house  on 
Mosquito  creek,  in  the  north-east  corner  of  the  county.  Elder 
Bowles  came,  in  obedience  to  the  invitation,  but  was  denied  the 
privilege  of  speaking  in  the  church.  He  thereupon  repaired  to  a 
grove  near  by.  and  preached  to  a  large  congregation;  and  again _ 
the  following  day,  at  the  dwelling  of  A.  D.  ^'ortllcutt,  at  that  tin)e 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  At  the  close  of  the  second  ser- 
mon, three  per.sons  were  immersed,  one  of  whom  was  the  late  James 
Sanders,  well  known  throughout  the  county. 

In  the  fall,  Elder  Bowles  returned  to  that  neighborhood  and  held 
a  short  meeting,  which  resulted  in  the  organization  of  a  congrega- 
tion of  nine  members,  three  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.,  G.  T. 
Fletcher  and  wife,  now  of  Decatur,  and  Elder  A.  D.  Norlheutt. 
From  this  small  beginning,  grew,  in  a  few  years,  a  flourishing  con- 
gregation, which  at  one  time  numbered  over  200  members. 

This  congregation,  known  as  the  Mosquito  Creek  Chnreli,  after 
some  years  gave  up  its  organization,  and  divided  itself  among  the 
surrounding  congregations,  of  which  there  were  several  within  a 
radius  of  a  few  miles. 

In  1848,  Elder  Northcutt,  then  living  at  Shelbyville,  began  to 
make  frequent  visits  to  Taylorville,  where  he  preached  in  the  court- 
house, and  occasionally  in  the  school-house,  or  the  VL.  E.  Church. 
These  visits  were  coiitiiuie(l  tiiitil   ISO:!,  when  the  congregation  at 


that  place  was  organized,  and  for  many  years  Elder   N.  continued 
to  preach  to  them  with  considerable  regularity. 

In  the  spring  of  1853,  Elder  Northcutt  moved  to  Prairieton 
township,  where  he  still  resides,  and  for  several  years  was  almost 
incessantly  engaged  in  preaching  the  gospel,  and  organizing  con- 
gregations in  this  and  adjoining  counties. 

Among  others,  churches  were  established  near  the  present  site  of 
Randallville,  and  at  Bolivar,  a  few  miles  west  of  Mt.  Auburn. 
Both  of  these  were  were  finally  absorbed  by  the  Blue  Motnid  and 
Mt.  Auburn  congregations. 

Elder  Xorthcutt  was  likewise  employed  for  one  year  a.s 
county  Evaugelist,  l)y  a  co-operation  of  the  churches  throughout 
the  county.  Indeed,  a  history  of  the  Christian  Church,  during  this 
period,  would  be  little  more  than  a  sketch  of  his  labors  and  their 
results.  These  were  ver}'  busy  years  with  him,  as  lie  was  almost 
alone  in  the  work  of  preaching  the  faith  he  held.  But,  at  last, 
other  laborers  came  to  his  assistance,  and  the  work  grew  in  propor- 
tions under  their  combined  labors. 

In  185G(?)  elder  A.  C.  !McCollum  organized  a  congregation  in 
Locust  school-house,  a  half  mile  north  of  the  present  site  of  Owaneco ; 
and  a  few  years  later,  elder  John  W.  Tyler,  of  Macon  county, 
established  the  Sanders  church,  in  the  extreme  northern  part  of  the 
county. 

Besides  the  ministers  already  named  in  this  sketch,  elders  John 
F.  England,  John  Wilson,  Thomas  Cully,  William  Vanhooser,  A. 
J.  Kane,  C.  T.  Cole,  E.  C.  Weekl}-  and  Wm.  M.  Brown,  labored  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent  at  different  points ;  and  the  following  addi- 
tional congregations  were  organized  : — Liberty,  Mt.  Auburn,  Pana, 
S.iuth  Fork,  Edinburg,  Palmer,  Assumption  and  Salem.  Of  these, 
all  except  Palmer  still  retain  their  organizations.  The  church  at 
that  point  built  a  good  house  of  v.'orship,  but  lost  it  in  a  few  years 
bv  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage,  and  soon  ceased  to  be. 

The  present  number  of  congregations  of  the  Christian  Church  in 
this  county  is  ten,  viz: — Assumption,  E  linburg,  Liberty,  INIt. 
Auburn,  Owaiieo,  Pana,  Salem,  Sanders,  South  Fork  and  Tavlor- 
ville. 

The  Owaneco,  Pana  and  Saletn  cimgregations  have  no  houses  of 
worship. 

The  aggregate  membership  of  these  churches  is  over  900,  and  the 
value  of  their  church  property  about  814,000.  The  aggregate  seat- 
ing capacity  of  their  houses  of  worship  is  2400. 

There  are  four  ministers  of  the  Christian  Church  now  living  in  this 
couutv,  who  are  regularly  employed  in  the  work  of  preaching  the 
gospel.  They  are  A.  D.  Xorthcutt,  C.  T.  Cole,  S.  K.  Willson  and 
W.  F.  Pvichardson. 

The  crying  need  of  the  churches  of  this  order  in  Christian  county 
is  reffiilar  pa--<torid  lubur.  For  lack  of  it  many  of  them  are  languish- 
ing, and  without  it,  some  of  them  must  soon  die. 

With  the  numbers  and  financial  ability  they  possess,  a  far  more 
laudable  work  might  be  accomplished  than  has  yet  characterized 
their  history  as  a  religious  pcojile. 

ASSL'Ml'TION    CIIl:lsTIAN    CHURCH. 

The  history  of  the  Christian  Church  in  Assumption  dates  from 
the  fall  of  1870,  when  elder  J.  ^M.  Jlorgan  held  a  meeting  in  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  baptized  several  persons  These,  with  a  few 
who  were  already  members  of  this  order,  in  all  numbering  twenty, 
continued  for  several  years  to  meet  frequently  on  the  Lord's  day,  to 
attend  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  hear  the  preaching  of  the  gos|)el 
by  J.  M.  Morgan  and  A.  D.  Northcutt. 

In  the  spring  of  1874,  a  congregation  was  organized,  luimbering 
twcntv-five  members,  and,  with  the  view  of  liuilding  a  house  of  wor- 
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ship,  D.  J.  Watson,  Dr.  S.  M.  Benepe,  and  J.  J.  Benepe,  were  ap- 
pointed trustees.  This  undertaliing,  however,  was  not  earried  out 
till  the  followiDg  year. 

In  October,  1875,  their  house  was  begun,  and  was  completed  in 
January,  187(5,  elder  N.  S.  Haynes,  of  Decatur,  dedicating  it  on  the 
second  Lord's  day  of  that  month.  The  building,  which  is  surrounded 
by  a  handsome  grove  of  maples,  is  a  substantial  frame,  measuring 
36x54  feet,  the  ceiling  being  18  feet,  and  the  spire  85  feet  in  height. 
It  is  neatly  finished  within,  the  walls  and  ceiling  being  wliite,  the 
wood-work  grained,  and  the  aisles  and  pulpit  carpeted.  There  is  a 
baptistery  under  the  pulpit,  dressing-rooms  at  the  side,  a  large  bell, 
and  a  good  cabinet  organ. 

The  entire  cost  of  building  and  grounds,  complete  and  ready  for 
use,  was  S3800.  The  seating  capacity  of  the  building  is  325.  The 
dedication  of  this  church  was  followed  by  an  interesting  revival 
which  resulted  in  adding  17  to  the  congregation,  bringing  its  num- 
ber up  to  41.  During  this  meeting,  the  organization  of  the  church 
was  completed  by  the  election  and  ordination  of  W.  P.  Mauzy  and 
■  D.  J.  AVatson  as  elders,  and  William  Abbott,  Dr.  S.  M.  Benepe  and 
John  J.  Benepe  as  deacons.  On  the  30th  of  January  a  Sunday- 
school  was  organized,  which  has  increased  in  numbers  and  interest 
till  the  present  time. 

From  this  time  forward,  the  gi'owth  of  the  church  was  rapid  and 
uninterrupted.  O.  Q.  Oviatt  and  J.  0.  Henry  filled  the  pulpit  of 
the  church  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1876,  and  in  ( tctober, 
elder  Geo.  F.  Adams  added  17  members,  in  a  protracted  meeting. 

During  the  following  3'ear  (1877),  F.  jM.  Guinn  preached  regu- 
larly at  Assumption  for  about  three  months,  and  was  succeeded  b)' 
elder  A.  D.  Northcutt.  In  October  of  this  year,  the  congregation 
held  a  revival  of  30  days,  conducted  by  elder  D.  P.  Henderson,  and 
resulting  in  the  addition  of  13  persons  to  the  church.  During  this 
meeting,  the  official  board  of  the  congregation  was  increased  in 
number,  by  the  addition  of  J.  R.  Milligan  as  elder,  and  L  T.  Wat- 
kins  and  S.  M.  Coonrod  as  deacons.  At  the  same  tinie  E.  E. 
Cowperthwait  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry. 

Throughout  the  following  year  ( 1878),  A.  D.  Northcutt  and  E. 
E.  Cowperthwait  preached  regularly  for  the  church,  and  frequent 
additions  wei-e  made  to  its  membership.  During  September  of  this 
year,  the  church  held  its  annual  revival  meeting,  a.ssisted  by  elder 
W.  F.  Richardson,  which  increased  by  13  the  membership  of  the 
congregation. 

In  March,  1879,  W.  F.  Richardson  was  called  to  the  pastoral 
charge  of  this  church,  and  is  now  in  his  second  year's  labor  in  that 
capacity. 

The  aggregate  membership  of  this  ehureh  since  its  organization  is 
138,  and  its  present  mendiership  112. 

Its  Sunday-school  numbers  90,  with  four  officers  and  nine 
teachers.  J.  M.  Birce  is  the  efficient  superintendent,  and  A.  (i. 
Chilton,  secretary. 

EDIXEUKG    CHRISTIAN    CHURCH. 

It  was  not  iixr  from  the  year  1856,  that  the  above-named  congre- 
gation wa.s  organized  by  Elder  A.  D.  Northcutt.  It  numbered  30 
members,  and  chose  as  elders,  B.  F.  Stokes  and  B.  K.  Prater. 

In  1872,  a  house  of  worship  was  built,  at  a  cost  of  82,500, 
having  a  seating  capacity  of  400. 

In  April,  1875,  it  was  blown  over  during  a  severe  wind  storm, 
but  was  rebuilt  at  once,  at  a  cost  of  §1,200. 

Since  its  organization  this  church  has  employed,  in  pastoral  labor. 
A.  C.  McCollum,  E.  C.  Weekly,  J.   Logan,  Samuel  Williams  and 

J.  H.  Matthews;  and,  as  evangelists,  S.  B.  Lindsley, Colston 

and  W.  A.  Mallerv. 


For  two  years  past.  Elder  John  L.  Wilson,  of  Macon  county,  has 
preached  for  this  congregation,  with  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

The  present  membership  is  120.  B.  K.  Prater,  S.  D.  Matthews, 
T.  J.  Prater  and  J.  M.  Chandler  compose  the  eldership  ;  and  R.  K. 
Johnson  and  Elisha  Prater  are  deacons. 

LIBERTY    CIIRISTI.i,N    CHURCH. 

In  the  spring  of  1853,  Elder  A.  D.  Northcutt  settled  in  Prairie- 
ton  township,  and  began  at  once  to  preach  in  the  school-houses 
in  the  vicinity,  and  in  the  dwellings  of  his  neighbors.  The  only 
mendjers  of  the  Christian  Church  in  the  neighborhood  at  that  time 
were  himself  and  wife,  and  Stephen  Workman. 

In  1854,  a  congregation  of  nine  members  was  organized  in  a  log 
school-house  on  Flat  Branch,  Stephen  Workman  being  chosen  as 
elder,  and  S.  B.  Workman  as  deacon. 

About  1860  a  house  of  worship  was  built  at  a  cost  of  over  82,000. 
It  is  situated  about  three  miles  south-west  of  Moawequa,  near  the 
banks  of  Flat  Branch  creek,  and  surrounded  by  fine  forest  trees. 
The  building,  however,  has  not  been  kept  in  good  repair,  and  now 
presents  a  very  dilapidated  appearance. 

There  have  been  upwards  of  400  names  on  the  roll  of  this  con- 
gregation, since  its  organization,  many  of  whom  have  moved  to  the 
w'estern  states  and  territories,  and  helped  to  form  new  churches 
there.  The  Christian  Church  atFriendville,  Nebraska,  is  composed 
of  members  from  this  organization. 

The  present  membership  of  Liberty  Church  is  157.  George  Bil- 
yeau  and  X.  B.  Lawrence  are  the  elders,  and  Michael  Workman 
and  AVilliara  Robinson,  deacons. 

A.  D.  Northcutt  is  the  only  minister  this  church  has  ever  em- 
jiloyed,  in  regular  pastoral  labor.  He  is  at  present  preaching  there 
one-half  of  his  time. 

Protracted  meetings  have  been  held  there  by  W.  T.  Jlaupin,  J. 
W.  Houston  and  S.  A.  Willson. 

MT.    AUBURN    CHRISTIAN    CHURCH. 

In  1863,  several  members  of  the  Christian  Church  living  in  and 
around  Mt.  Auburn,  began  meeting  for  worship  occasionally  in 
the  school-house  at  that  point. 

In  1860,  they  succeeded  in  building  a  house  of  worship,  at  a  cost 
of  82,200.     It  is  a  frame  structure,  36  by  50  feet  in  dimensions. 

In  1809,  the  congregation,  then  numbering  about  forty,  com- 
]ileted  its  organization  by  the  selection  of  C.  T.  Cole,  Ira  Ellis  and 
Paul  Smith  as  elders  ;  and  William  Young  and  James  Evans  as 
deacons. 

For  several  j-ears  following  its  organization,  the  Mt.  Auburn 
church  enjoyed  the  regular  labors  of  Elder  John  W.  Tyler  and  A. 
D.  Northcutt,  with  occasional  visits  from  John  L.  Wilson,  John 
England,  Dr.  John  Hughes,  Dr.  John  Engle,  and  E.  C.  Weekly. 
At  a  later  date,  C.  T.  C(jle  and  Alfred  Lewis  preached  at  that  point 
for  three  years. 

The  present  officers  of  the  congregation  are  C.  T.  Cole,  elder, 
and  Levi  Sherman  and  James  W.  Stobaugh,  deacons. 

The  nominal  mendiership  of  the  church  is  150;  but  as  it  has  not 
met  for  worship  for  nearly  two  years,  unless  a  revival  soon  take 
]dace  there,  the  Mt.  Auburn  Christian  Church  will  be  a  thing  of 
the  past. 

RANA    CHRISTIAN    CHURCH. 

In  the  year  1869,  elder  J.  O.  Henry,  of  Vandalia,  organized  a 
Christian  Church  of  18  members,  at  a  school-house  two  miles  south- 
east of  I'ana. 

J.  H.  Dawdy  was  chosen  elder ;  and  J.  B.  King  and  G.  B.  King, 
deacons. 
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Ill  1874,  the  place  of  meeting  was  changed  to  Lawrence's  hall,  in 
Tana  ;  and  again  in  June,  1878,  to  the  City  Hall,  where  the  ehurch 
still  assembles  for  worship.  The  present  officers  are  :— J  H.  Dawdy 
and  Griffith  Evans,  ciders;  J.  F.  Miller  and  Richard  Couch, 
deacons;  Charles  Dawdy,  clerk.     The  menibership  is  now  47. 

Among  the  Christian  miir'sters  who  have  preached  at  various 
times  in  Paiia,  are  A.   D.  Northcutt,  B.  W.  Henry,  J.  O.  Henry, 

A.  C.  McColhim,  B.  B.  Tyler,  J.  M.  Morgan,  N.  S.  Haynes,  Wil- 
liam Vanhooser,  J.  Carroll  Stark,  and  B.  R.  Gilbert,  who  is  now 
preaching  for  the  church  there  once  a  month. 

Tills  eongri-gation  hopes  to  be  able  soon  t(j  Iniild  a  house  of  wor- 
ship, wliich,  if  realized,  would  very  materially  advance  its  iiiHuencc 
and  growth  in  the  coinmnuity. 

SALEM   CHRISTIAN   CHURCH. 

This  congregation  meets  for  worship  in  the  Salem  school-house, 
four  miles  west  of  Blue  Mound.  It  was  organized  ou  the  first  Lord's 
day  in  June,  1879,  by  elder  C  T.  Cole.  The  membership,  at  that 
time  numbering  14,  has  now  increased  to  27. 

Ira  Ellis  is  elder  of  the  congregation,  and  Frank  M.  Piper  and 
P.  C.  Ellis,  deacons. 

Elder  Cole  has  preached  regularly  for  this  cluncli  since  its  organi- 
zation. 

SOUTH   FORK    CHRISTIAN    CHURCH. 

This  church,  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  South  Fork  township, 
was  organized  in  September,  1871,  by  elder  A.  C.  MeColhim  ;  and 
the  following  year  erected  a  house  of  worship,  costing  .S1.500,  and 
having  a  seating  capacity  of  300. 

Silas  Matthews,  Leasou  Adams,  and  Quesy  Johnson  were  the  first 
elders  chosen.  Among  others  who  have  preached  for  this  congrega- 
tion, are  A.  C  MeCollum,  A.  I).  Northcutt,  Samuel  Williams,  J. 

B.  Royal,  A.  J.  Kane,  E.C.  Weekly  and  W.  H.  Mallery- 

This  church  is  at  present,  and  has  been  for  some  time,  without 
preaching;  and  with  1.50  names  ou  the  cluueh  book,  has  an  actual 
membership  of  but  2.5. 

The  present  ciders  arc  Leasoii  Adams  anil  .luhn  W-  Taft'. 

TAYLORVILI-E    CHRISTIAN    CHURCH. 

In  18.53,  elder  A.  D.  Northcutt  held  a  two  weeks  meeting  in  the 
Cumljerland  Presbyterian  Cliureh  in  Taylorville,  and  organized  a 
Christian  Church  of  35  members.  William  Singer,  B.  F.  Maupin 
and  J.  W.  Thompson  were  chosen  elders ;  and  A.  J^  Sparks  and 
Griffin  Evans,  deacons. 

This  congregation  occupied  the  C.  P.  Church  a  part  of  tlie  time 
till  the  following  year,  when  a  house  of  worship  was  built,  at  a  cost 
of  about  S2.500.  This  was,  at  that  time,  the  best  church  building  in 
the  county. 

So  rapid  was  the  growth  of  the  church  at  that  time,  that  the  con- 
gregation numbered  150,  shortly  after  the  completion  of  the  house  of 
worship.  Had  harmony  and  zeal  characterized  its  efforts  at  this 
period,  a  very  strong  church  might  have  been  established  in  Taylor- 
ville. 

As  it  was,  however,  the  labors  of  many  good  and  true  men  were 
not  enough  to  counteract  the  effect  of  discord  and  carelessness ;  and 
at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  the  church  was  weaker,  instead  of 
stronger,  than  at  the  beginning. 

Among  those  who  preached  for  the  congregation  during  these 
years  were  A.  C.  MeCollum,  A.  D.  Northcutt,  Thomas  Cidly,  John 
L.  Wilson,  J.  W.  Taylor,  AVilliam  M.  Brown,  A  T.  Maupin  and 
William  Vanhooser. 

A  few  years  ago,  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing  forwarded  the  work 


of  destruction,  and  the  church  became  thoroughly  disorganized, 
and  tlie  members  scattered  on  every  hand. 

Matters  remained  thus  till  December  1st,  1878,  when  Elder 
S.  R.  Willson  came  to  Taylorville  to  attempt  a  restoration  of  the 
church.  The  task  seemed  hopeless  at  first,  but  after  many  months 
of  hard  labor  there  seemed  a  promise  of  success.  On  September 
28th,  1879,  thirty-three  members  of  the  Christian  Church  entered 
into  a  covenant,  pledging  themselves  to  more  earnest  and  united 
labor  for  Christ,  and  efi'ected  an  organization  by  the  selection  and 
ordination  of  the  proper  officers.  William  Frampton,  R.  P.  Lang- 
ley  and  \V.  N.  Long  were  chosen  as  elders ;  to  whom  was  after- 
wards added  L.  R.  Hendricks. 

A.  S.  Thomas,  Morgan  Milligan,  and  Joseph  Torrence  were 
chosen  deacons ;  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Tyler,  clerk 

Elder  Willson  is  now  on  his  second  year's  labor  for  the  Taylor- 
ville church,  and  the  growth,  though  slow,  is  very  perceptible. 
The  congregation  now  numbers  forty ;  and  though  far  from  strong, 
either  in  numbers  or  wealth,  yet  the  harmony  that  prevails,  and 
zeal  that  characterizes  the  membership,  seem  to  promise  better 
days  for  the  Christian  Church  in  Taylorville 

The  Sunday  School  in  connection  with  this  church  is  thriving  in 
the  hands  of  a  corps  of  efficient  officers  and  earnest  teachers.  It 
numbers  over  one  hundred  scholars.  William  Frampton  is  the 
superintendent,  and  Miss  Susie  L.  Harner,  secretaiy. 


RO-^EMOXD  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

RY  REV.  CIIAS    T    DERIN(i. 

Christian  county  has  never  had  but  one  Congregational  Church, 
and  this  is  located  at  Roeemond 

A  colony,  mainly  of  Massachu.setts  people,  began  a  settlement 
on  the  prairies  of  this  township  in  January,  1856-  Almost  without 
exception  they  were  people  of  religious  faith  and  habits,  and  it  was 
their  determination  to  establish  Christian  worship  and  ordinances 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  first  Sunday  the  colony  spent  in  the  settlement  was 
oliserved  by  divine  services  in  the  only  house  which  was  then  built, 
and  each  Sunday  thereafter  services  were  held,  members  of  the 
colony  taking  turns  in  conducting  them. 

Early  in  the  Spring  of  the  same  year,  the  whole  cougregation 
organized  themselves  into  a  Sunday  School,  wdiich  held  its  session 
immediately  after  the  usual  morning  service.  Mr.  O.  M.  Hawkes 
was  superintendent.  The  following  summer.  Rev.  Joseph  Gordon, 
of  Alton  Presbytery,  came  to  the  settlement  once  a  month  antt 
preached,  with  the  exception  of  two  Sundays,  when  services  were 
conducted  by  visiting  ministers ;  this  was  all  the  assistance  received 
previous  to  the  organization  of  the  church. 

The  majority  of  the  colony  had  previously  been  members  of 
Congregational  churches;  hence  they  preferred  this  form  of  govern- 
ment. 

September  7th,   185G,  the  church   was  organized.     Rev.  A.  T. 
Norton,  of  Alton  Presbytery,  was  the  only  minister  present,  and 
presided.     Twenty-two  persons  entered  into  covenant  as  follows: 
Debby  A.  Hawley,  from  Congregational  Church,  Sunderland,  Mass. 
Brainard  Smith,  "  "  "  " 

Jlrs.  Nancy  O.  Smith,  " 

Rupcs  Russcl,  "  "  "  " 

Edward  S.  Hill,  from  13th  Street  Pres!)yterian  Church,  N  Y.  City. 
Mr.s.  Catharine  M.  Hill,      " 

Orlando  M.  Hawkes, from  Congivgation'l  Church,  Charlemont,  Mass. 
Mrs.  Debbv  A.  Hawkes,  " 
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John  Putuani,  from  Congrcgatioual  Church,  Hinsdale,  Mass. 
Mrs.  Flora  Putnam,  "  "  "  " 

Ophelia  M.  Putnam,  "  "  "  '' 

Rilas  S.  Clapp,  from  Presbvteriau  Cliurcli,  Canal  Dover,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Clapp,  "  "  ''  " 

Timothy  L.  Bacon,  "  "  "  " 

Mrs.  Catharine  Bacon,       ''  "  "  " 

Abrara  Groesbeck,  from  Congrigat'l  Church  Grand  Rapids,  ^lich. 
IMrs.  Orinda  Groesbeck,  "  "  "  " 

Benjamin  R.  Hawley,  from  1st  Presbyterian  Church,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Mrs.  H.  R.  Hawley, 

Mrs.  Menuda  K.  Marvin,      "  "  "  "  " 

John  E.  Guild,  on  profession. 
Emma  L.  Mason,      " 

Soon  after  the  organization,  IVIr.  and  Mrs.  Benjannn  E.  Warner 
were  received  to  membership  b}-  letters  from  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Hinsdale,  ]\rass. 

0.  M.  Hawkcs  and  Brainard  Smith  were  chosen  deacons,  and 
Edward  S.  Hill,  clerk. 

In  October  of  the  same  year  the  church  connected  itself  with  the 
Morgan  Conference  of  Congregational  Churches,  which  has  since 
become  the  Southern  Congregational  Association  of  Illinois. 

The  church  has  always  held  to  the  faith  and  jirinciples  of  the 
Pilgrims,  who  landed  from  the  Mayflower  in  Dec.  1620,  and  estab- 
lished the  first  Congregational  church  in  America. 

The  church  is  governed  by  the  following 

TEiKcirLES  or  roi,iTY. 

1.  All  principles  of  Congregational  polity  are  derived  from  the 
New  Testament. 

2.  A  church  is  a  company  of  Christians  associated  for  communion 
in  the  gospel  ordinances  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  Christian 
foith,  having  no  superior  but  Christ. 

3.  The  Church  of  Christ  has  but  one  spiritual  order  of  persons. 

4.  The  officers  of  a  church  are  bishops  (called  also  pastors)  and 
deacons. 

5.  Congregational  churches  entrust  no  ecclesiastical  power  to 
their  officers. 

(i.  A  church  has  power, — 
(L)  To  choose  its  own  officers. 
(2.)  To  admit  or  exclude  its  own  members. 
(3.)  To  adopt  its  own  creed. 
(4.)  To  arrange  the  details  of  its  own  worsliip. 
(5.)  To  choose  its  own   methods  of  religious  and   benevolent 
work. 
7.  Churches  may  unite  in  associations  or  conferences  for  purposes 
of  mutual  assistance  and  edification  ;  but  all  decisions  of  ecclesias- 
tical bodies  have  only  a  moral  power  over  the  churches. 

In  February,  1857,  the  church  called  for  its  first  njinisttr,  Rev. 
William  C.  Merritt,  who  labored  here  until  February,  1861  ;  he 
continued  to  live  in  Rosemond  until  1866,  when  he  removed  to 
Dallas  City,  Illinois.  In  1870,  he  removed  to  California,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  Louder  his  ministry  the  church  grew  rapidly, 
and  44  members  were  added. 

Mr.  Merritt  was  born  at  St.  Clairville,  Ohio,  November  14th, 
1814.  Graduated  at  Illinois  College  in  1842,  and  at  the  same  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  1845  ;  was  ordained  by  the  Illinois  (now  Qnin- 
cy)  Association  at  Mendon,  in  May,  1846.  He  married  Mary  L. 
Carter,  a  native  of  Connecticut.     Tiicj-  have  four  children  living. 

The  second  minister  of  the  church  was  Rev.  Tinuithy  Hill,  a 
brother  of  Edward  S.  Hill,  one  of  the  original  members ;  he  labored 
here  nearly  three  years.     I'nder  his  ministry  ipiite  an  ixtcnsive  re- 


vival occurred,  in  consequence  of  which  the  church  received  about 
30  members.  Mr.  Hill  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  and  Abigail 
CJones)  Hill,  and  was  born  in  Mason, N.  H.,  June  30th,  181i).  His 
iiuher  was  the  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Mason  for 
64  years.  He  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1842,  and  at 
Union  Theological  Senjinary  in  1845  ;  was  licensed  by  the  Third 
Pi'csbytery  of  New  York  in  April,  1845,  and  ordained  by  the 
Presbytery  of  St.  Louis,  Octciber  22d,  1846  ;  was  supply  pastor  of 
Presbyterian  C^hurch,  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  1846-1851  ;  Fairmount 
Presbyterian  Church,  St.  Louis,  !Mo.,  1852-1860;  Congregational 
Church,  Rosemond,  February,  1861,  to  October,  1863  ;  Shelbyville, 
Illinois,  Presbyterian  Church,  October,  1863,  to  July,  1865  ;  Second 
Presbyterian  Church,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  1865-1868  ;  District  Sec- 
retary Pres.  Board  of  Home  Jli-ssions  from  October,  1805,  to 
the  present  time.  Received  title  of  D.D.  from  Highland  Univer- 
sity in  1873.  Married  November  2d,  1854,  Frances  Augusta  Hall, 
and  has  two  children  living. 

The  third  minister  was  Rev.  Edward  B.  Tuthill,  who  remained 
but  one  year,  viz.,  from  April,  1864,  to  April,  1865,  during  which 
time  the  church  received  six  members.  The  church  was  then  a 
year  without  a  minister;  but  regular  services  were  sustained,  and 
eleven  members  added.  After  leaving  Rosemond,  Mr.  Tutliill  was 
supply  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Concord,  Illinois, 
eleven  years,  and  has  since  leaving  there  labored  in  Colorado  and 
California. 

The  fourth  minister  was  Rev.  Alfred  A.  Whitmore,  who  also  re- 
mained but  one  year,  beginning  June  1st,  1866.  In  that  year  five 
members  were  added,  and  the  churcli  building  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  83,200.  The  congregation  had  worshiped  for  some  years  in  the 
school-house,  but  owing  to  some  difficulty  created  bv  menjbers  of 
another  denomiuation,  the  directors  refused  to  allow  this  house  to 
Ijc  used  any  longer  for  religious  services. 

jMr.  Whitmore  was  born  near  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  July  7th,  1817 ;  grad- 
uated at  Oberlin  in  1846 ;  labored  one  and  a  half  years  as  an  evangel- 
ist;  was  supply  pastor  of  Congregational  Church,  Ash burnham,  Mass., 
1848-1853;  labored  in  Ohio,  1S53-1864;  was  supply  pastor  of 
Congregational  Church,  Henry,  Marshall  county,  Ills.,  1864-1806, 
and  of  Rosemond  Congregational  Church,  1866-7.  Since  leaving 
Rosemond  he  has  labored  in  northern  Illinois  and  Iowa.  He 
married  September  17th,  1849,  Martha  P.  Fletcher,  of  Enosburgli, 
Vermont,  and  has  six  children  living. 

The  fifth  minister  was  Rev.  John  R.  Barnes,  who  remained  a 
little  more  than  two  years.  The  most  extensive  revival  the  church 
has  known  occurred  under  his  Uiiuistry,  and  fort3'thrce  membeis 
were  added  to  the  church. 

IMr.  Barnes  was  born  in  Southington,  Ohio,  December  15th, 
1829;  graduated  at  Oberlin  College  in  1861  ;  was  approbated  for 
the  ministry  by  Plymouth  Rock  Association  at  Hampden,  Ohio,  in 
1862;  preached  a  few  months  for  the  churches  of  Hartford  and 
Fowler,  Ohio,  and  then  entered  Andover  Theological  Seminary  ; 
graduated  there  in  1865  ;  ordained  at  Plainfield,  Connecticut,  Oct. 
5th,  1865,  and  preached  there  until  the  spring  of  1867  ;  was  supply 
pastor  at  Rosemond,  June,  1867,  to  September,  1869;  at  Collinsville, 
Illinois,  Presbyterian  Church,  Septendjcr,  1S69,  to  April,  1874;  at 
Earlville,  Illinois,  Congregational  Church,  November,  1874,  to 
November,  1876;  at  Eldora,  Iowa,  Congregational  Church,  Novem- 
ber, 1876,  to  November,  1878;  since  February,  1879,  has  been  sup- 
ply pastor  at  Fayette  Congregational  Church,  Iowa. 

The  sixth  and  present  minister  of  the  church  is  Chas.  T.  Derin<'. 
He  was  born  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  January  21st,  1842 ;  gra<hiated  at 
Hamilton  College,  1864,  and  at  Andover  Seminary,  1868 ;  began 
labor  here  December,  1869,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church, 
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March  9th,  1870.  During  his  ministry  the  duircli  lias  received 
fifty-oue  members.  He  married,  October  2(lth,  18T(!,  Mary  J., 
daughter  of  William  Bailey,  of  Kosemond. 

Tlie  oldest  member  at  the  organization  of  the  cliiuch  was  Mr.5. 
Dobby  Amelia  Hawley,  widow  of  Kev.  Win.  A.  IlawKy,  of  Hins- 
dale, Mass.  Her  brother,  Mr.  B.  E.  Warner,  and  all  her  living- 
children  except  one,  were  members  of  the  Rosemond  colony.  .She 
was  the  mother  of  Benj.  R.  Hawley,  JMrs.  John  Putnam,  ]Mrs.  Brai- 
iiard  Smith,  Mrs.  O.  M.  Hawkes,  and  Sirs.  John  L.  ^Marvin.  All 
these  were  among  the  original  members  of  the  cliuich.  She  died 
April  8th,  1858,  aged  CO. 


THE   CJERMAN   EVANGELICAL   ST.  JOHN'S    CHLTXTT 
AT  PANA,  ILLS. 

BY  1:EV.  FRED.  TFEIFFER. 

Rev.  Matthias  ( Jalster,  a  i)i(ineer  of  the  German  Evaiigelieal 
Synod  of  N.  A.,  located  at  Pana,  after  having  worked  for  many 
years  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  organized  a  congregation  ten  miles 
north-east  of  this  city,  and  began  to  preach  in  August,  186-1.  In 
September  he  organized  a  congregation  under  the  name  of  German 
Evangelical  Lutheran.  Its  first  members  were  L.  Schlierbaeh, 
Niehol  Neu,  Michael  Neu,  Christian  Neu,  Peter  Neu,  L.  Paul,  and 
A.  Botschner.  Its  first  stewards  -were  L.  Schlierbaeh  and  Niehol 
Neu.  The  services  were  held  partly  in  the  first  M.  E.  Church, 
while  on  its  old  site,  and  jiartly  in  the  old  city  school  building, 
called  the  Lawrence  School.  In  order  to  have  a  house  of  worship 
of  their  own,  they  passed  iu  a  meeting  in  December,  18G5,  a  resolu- 
tion to  build  a  frame  church,  40x'25,  which  resolution  was  without 
delay  executed  at  a  cost  of  S3000. 

In  another  meeting,  the  members  then  united,  changed  the  name 
"  Evangelical  Lutheran  "  into  simply  "  German  Evangelical,"  with 
the  additional  "  St.  John's,"  so  that  it  now  bears  the  name  "  German 
"Evangelical  St.  John's  Church."  As  the  founder  of  the  church, 
Rev.  Galster,  lived  too  great  a  distance  from  the  town,  the  con- 
gregation thought  it  to  their  best  interest  to  have  a  minister  of  the 


gospel  residing  in  tliieir  midst,  and,  according  to  the  advice  of  brother 
Galster,  tendered  a  call  to  Rev.  J.  Gubler,  then  at  St.  Charles, 
Mo.  He  accepted  and  entered  his  field  in  this  city  in  July,  1870. 
As  the  congregation  had  no  parsonage  then,  the  preacher  had  to 
rent  for  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which  the}'  bought  the  very 
same  building  with  lot  for  8175. 

Rev.  Gubler  connected  with  his  charge  at  Pana  a  new  field  eight 
miles  west  of  Taylorville,  so  that  in  Pana  he  preached  but  every 
'' other  Sabbath.  For  three  3'ears  he  taught  a  parochial  school. 
As  a  great  desire  was  manifested  by  the  Americans  to  learu  the 
German  language,  the  German  school  was  then  attached  to  our  de- 
partment of  public  schools,  and  is  conducted  as  such  to  this  date. 
A  Sabbath  School  was  staited  in  the  beginning  of  the  congregation, 
but  has  been  more  successfully  carried  on  since  a  preacher  located 
iu  Pana. 

In  1875,  Rev.  tiubler  resigned  and  went  to  Inglefield,  Ind. 
The  writer  of  this  sketch  is  his  succe.ssor.  Before  entering  his 
new  field,  the  congregation  built  a  school-room  to  the  west  end 
of  the  church  for  the  sum  of  S2")0,  so  that  Rev.  Pfeiffer  found  for 
his  work  a  neat  little  school-house,  which  proved  to  be  too  small 
through  all  this  time  of  his  teaching.  As  the  preacher's  family  suf- 
fered from  chills  and  fever  owing  to  the  location  of  the  parsonage, 
the  congregation  agreed  to  sell  it  and  build  a  new  one  in  a  healthier 
location.  This  resolution  was  carried  out  in  1877  ;  the  old  parsonage 
sold  for  862.5  ;  a  lot  on  the  west  slope  of  the  east  ridge  was  bought, 
and  a  two-story  frame  house  erected  thereon  for  the  sum  of  81215, 
of  which  the  last  part  was  paid  this  spring,  so  that  the  property  of 
the  congregation  is  free  of  debt.  When  the  old  Presbyterian  cliurch 
was  taken  down,  the  congregation  obtained  the  bell  of  that  church  ; 
also  a  few  years  before  a  good  and  beautiful  organ  from  Prince  & 
Co.,  of  Buffalo.  The  congregation  has  now  forty  members;  has 
service  every  Sabbath  morning,  and  every  other  Sabbath  evening. 
The  Sabbath  School  numbers  from  forty  to  fifty  scholars,  superin- 
tended by  L.  Schlierbaeh.  From  this  congregation  have  .sprang 
one  west  of  Taylorville,  and  one  seven  miles  south  of  Pana, 
at  (_)ronee,  Shelby  Co.,  Ills.  Among  its  first  members  who  still 
belong  to  the  church  are  L.  Schlierbaeh  and  L.  Paul. 
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THE  DISASTROUS  STORM  OF  1SS( 


^EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  " MORRISONVILLE  TIMES." 


Srttunlay,  April  24tli,  I83O,  will  Idiig  he  remeiuln'rej  liy  tin'  re.-i- 
(leuts  of  Cbristian  county  as  an  qioch  in  its  history,  fniught  with 
desolation,  ruin  and  death 

On  Sunday  nioruing  vague  rumors  'were  afloat,  as  to  the  awful 
calamity  caused  h}'  the  dread  cyclone's  resistless  march.  The  storm 
seems  to  have  gathered  in  the  south-west,  and  traveled  almost  a 
uorth-eastwardly  direction,  with  but  little  deviati<m  from  a  direct 
line  from  whence  it  came,  until  eleven  miles  of  a  beautiful  farming 
country  had  been  utterly  stripped  of  liuildings,  fruit  trees,  fencjs, 
etc.,  the  accumulation  of  years  of  toil  of  many  a  sturdy  tiller  of  the  - 
soil,  leaving  in  its  track  three  dead  and  man}'  wounded,  several 
of  whom  will  probably  die  ;  besides  stock  of  every  description, 
strewn  about,  and  mangled  in  every  conceivable  manner. 

The  first  place  in  the  track  of  the  storm  was  the  home  of  ~S{v. 
Thomas  Smith,  4]  miles  from  this  place.  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  delinea- 
tion, represented  the  storm  as  seen  by  himself,  as  gathering  in  niid 
air  preparatory  to  the  fell  onslaught,  and  remaining  statiouar}'  for 
a  few  seconds,  then  with  a  rush  bej'oud  comparison,  swooped 
down,  lifting  the  house  clear  of  the  foundation  and  partially  turn- 
ing it  about,  dropped  it  some  twenty-five  feet  away,  overturning  the 
kitchen  stove  and  a  dish  safe,  the  latter  falling  upon  his  little  boy 
of  three  years,  fortunately  doing  him  no  harm.  The  outside  of  the 
house  presents  the  appearance  of  having  withstood  a  siege  from  a 
battering  ram,  the  shingles  being  torn  off  in  many  places,  while  a 
great  hole  in  the  side  of  the  house,  shows  plainly  that  a  missile  of 
some  weight  found  a  lodgment  there. 

Next  in  turn  came  the  home  of  S.  W.  Hawkins,  on  the  farm  of 
Andrew  Simpson,  of  Taylorville,  and  full  two  miles  from  Mr.  Smith's 
and  four  miles  north-west  of  Clarksdale  ;  the  intervening  property 
seeming  to  have  escaped  with  very  little,  if  an}-  damage.  The  build- 
ings on  the  Simpson  farm,  were  a  farm-house  one  and  a  half  stories 
in  height,  an  old  house  used  for  storage,  a  smoke-house  and  barn,  of 
which  hardly  a  vestige  remains.  A  sou  of  Mr.  Hawkins,  in  reply 
to  your  correspondent  said  :  That  on  the  approach  of  the  storm  tlie 
whole  family  gathered  in  a  room  in  the  south-east  corner  of  the 
house,  and  that  at  the  first  burst  of  the  cyclone  it  wrenched  the 
door  open,  and  being  shut  in  the  interval  of  a  momentary  lull,  was 
kept  shut  during  the  rest  of  the  gale.  Just  here  it  may  he  well  to 
state  that  eveiy  one  in  speaking  of  the  gale,  agree  in  the  one  state- 
ment, that  there  were  but  two  blasts,  and  that  the  second  one  did 
the  damage — the  second  tore  the  house  from  its  accustomed  resting 
l)lace,  tearing  away  the  top  story  ;  and  bursting  out  the.  north  side, 
leaving  the  wrecked  hull  thirty  or  thirty-five  feet  from  the  founda- 
tion blocks.    On  the  upper  Hoor  wore  three  beds  and  a  lot  (if  canned 


fruit,  of  which  not  a  particle  can  be  found  ;  the  stable  is  a  mass  of 
ruins.  The  old  house  and  smoke-house  are  utterly  obliterated;  one 
new  wagon  and  sleigh  were  broken  to  pieces;  one  wheel  and  a  part 
of  an  axle  of  the  wagon  were  found  across  a  hedge  one  hundred 
yards  away.  A  colt  standing  in  the  stable  remained  unhurt  through 
the  demolishing  of  the  structure.  The  poultry  belonging  to  the 
farm  were  either  killed  or  scattered,  as  none  can  be  found.  Luckily 
the  orchard  escaped  without  serious  damage.  The  family  were  for- 
tunate in  passing  through  the  whole  disaster  without  a  scratch,  but 
how,  no  one  can  im.igine.  Surely  a  higher  power  than  that  of  the 
storm  king's  kept  watch  there. 

From  the  Simpson  farm  to  the  home  of  the  widow  Carlton  two 
and  one  quarter  miles  away,  the  cyclone  seems  to  have  raised  and 
]iassed  harmlessly  over,  there  dropping  low  enough  to  catch  up  the 
h  luse,  unroofing  it,  and  like  the  two  dwellings  bef  jre  spoken  of, 
left  the  remains  several  feet  from  its  former  resting-place.  Mrs. 
Carlton  was  alone  and  sick  at  the  time,  but  in  some  manner  escaped 
unhurt. 

At  !Mr.  Edward  Leigh's,  the  gale  struck  with  terrific  violence, 
sweeping  everything  before  it ;  dealing  out  pain  and  death,  devasta- 
tion and  its  manifold  accessories  more  cruel  in  its  mighty  wrath 
than  the  vaunted  fire  fiend  or  mighty  waters  of  the  vast  deep.  Mr. 
L?igh  and  family  (eleven )  sought  safety  in  the  cellar,  to  which,  no 
doubt,  they  owe  their  hajipy  escape  from  death.  The  house,  a 
handsome  two  story  frame  building,  erected  last  fall,  at  a  cost  of 
three  thousand  dollars,  was  swept  away  with  as  little  ceremony  as 
one  would  toss  an  objectionable  bit  of  board  from  the  side-walk  ; 
and  as  a  spectator  said,  grinding  it  into  fragments  while  suspended 
in  the  air.  The  family  are  all  uninjured  (except  Lizzie,  aged  twelve 
years,  who  was  slightly  bruised ).  His  total  loss  will  probably 
amount  to  So,000. 

Next  in  the  track  of  the  storm  came  the  residence  of  Jlr.  John 
Gessner,  who,  with  his  family — like  Leigh — took  refuge  in  tiie 
cellar — all  escaped  unhurt.  !Mr.  Gessuer's  house  and  bain  was 
utterly  demolished,  and  one  horse  and  one  cow  killed,  three  horses 
injured,  besides  losing  furniture,  clothing,  etc.,  entire. 

Thos.  J.  Langley's  house  stood  abouf  two  hundred  yards  east  of 
John  Gessncr's.  Here  the  cyclone,  terrible  in  its  frenzv,  snatched 
up  a  human  being  and  daslied  it  down  to  death.  ^Ir.  Langley's 
family  consisted  of  himself,  wife  and  two  children — boys.  Jlrs. 
Langley  was  instantly  killed  ;  tlie  body,  as  found  after  the  storm 
had  abated,  presented  the  apj)carancc  of  having  been  struck  with 
some  projectile,  tearing  a  great  hole  in  the  side  of  the  body — un- 
duulitedlv  the  death  wound.       :Mr.  Lani.'lev  is  hnrrililv  bruised  and 
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cut,  but  with  till'  rliaiiccs  in  favor  uf  hi.-  recovery.  One  boy  of 
eleven  years  was  cut  about  the  fiicc  and  arm.  Mr.  Brait.s— a 
visitor  at  the  Langley  home  at  the  time  of  the  disaster— escaped 
with  a  scalp  wound  of  three  inches  in  length,  and  a  few  bruises. 

Mr.  A.  Elliott  suffered  to  the  extent  of  having  several  ribs  broken, 
also  the  bridge  of  his  nose.  Mrs.  Elliott,  who  with  a  mother's  devotion, 
sought  to  shield  her  offspring  from  harm,  regardless  of  the  peril 
menaein."-  herself,  clasped  a  child  under  each  arm,  with  another  in 
her  lap,  awaited  the  onset.  J\Irs.  Elliott  was  severely  wounded, 
while  the  children  came  out  unhurt.     The  house  is  a  total  ruin. 

Of  Eynaldu  Carlton's  house,  not  a  piece  remains.  Jlr.  and  ]\[rs. 
Carlton  attempted  to  hold  the  door,  but  without  success.  They  then 
ran  out  and  were  only  slightly  injured. 

Willow  Ford  bridge,  across  the  South  Fork  of  the  i^angaraon 
river,  and  four  miles  south-west  of  Taylorville,  was  next  caught  up 
and  hurled  to  destruction  ;  pieces  of  the  timbers  being  found  on  the 
bluli's  a  mile  away.  On  the  west  side  of  the  bridge  the  tornado  had 
swept  through  the  timber,  laying  in  waste  everything  in  the  road 
of  its  merciless  march.  One  curious  feature  of  the  storm  was  here 
manifest.  Huge  trees  that  had  been  .standing  side  by  side  ;  the  one 
would  be  found  with  the  top  directly  in  the  teeth  of  the  storm, 
while  its  mate  was  prostrate  in  the  opposite  direction.  At  the 
bridge,  the  track  of  the  cyclone,  as  shown  by  the  devastation,  could 
not  have  been  more  than  a  hundred  j'ards  in  width. 

James  J.  Williams  and  wife  saw  the  storm  apiiroaeliing 
and  took  refuge  in  a  cave.  Although  the  door  was  blown 
down,  and  death  seemed  inevitable,  they  escaped  unhurt.  No- 
thing was  left  of  the  house  but  the  parts  on  which  it  stood.  The 
furniture,  bedding  and  clothing  were  blown  away— not  a  vestige 
remaining.  A  hor.se  and  mule  were  killed,  and  ten  head  of  cattle 
arc  missin"-.  A  new  wagon  that  he  had  only  taken  home  on  Satur- 
day, was  torn  to  pieces,  and  one  of  the  tires  was  found  several 
liundred  yards  away,  wound  around  a  log.  A  quarter  of  a  mile 
beyond  his  place  was  another  house,  owned  by  him  and  occupied  by 
A.  J.  Cutler.  As  the  storm  approached,  Mr.  Cutler,  who  was  at 
Williams'  house,  attempted  to  reach  home,  but  was  overtaken  by 
the  hurricane,  and  compelled  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  flying  rails, 
boards  and  timber.  How  he  escaped  a  violent  death,  is  indeed  a 
wonder,  as  his  clothing  was  literally  torn  from  his  body.  When 
nearing  his  home,  the  tornado  lifted  the  hou.se  from  the  ground  and 
lie  saw  the  form  of  his  little  daughter  carried  away,  high  above  the 
tree-tops  ;  the  body  was  found  the  next  morning  quite  a  distance 
from  the  house,  in  a  brush  pile  with  the  upper  part  of  the  head 
gone— the  skull  crushed.  His  little  son  was  found  a  shoi't  distance 
from  the  house,  horribly  mutilated  and  dead. 

Frank  Peters  occupied  a  house  near  the  Cutler  family.  On  the 
approach  of  the  storm  the  family  took  refuge  in  a  log  stable;  turn- 


ing the  horses  out,  they  placed  the  children  in  the  manger  and  tried 
to  hold  the  door  shut,  but  without  avail.  The  structure  was  almost 
entirely  destroyed ;  happily  the  whole  family  escaped  with  but  a 
few  slight  bruises.  The  house  so  lately  deserted,  was  so  completely 
demolished  that  hardly  a  log  or  piece  remains.  The  horses  trotted 
off  to  the  west  of  the  track  of  the  storm  and  came  through  unhurt. 

John  Haj'es,  a  tenant  on  the  farm  of  ]Mr.  Valentine,  narrowly 
escaped.  The  house  was  lifted  from  over  the  heads  of  himself  and 
family,  leaving  them  on  the  floor — none  were  seriously  injured, 
except  Mr.  Hays,  who  received  a  fracture  of  the  skull.  One  horse, 
a  dog,  several  hogs  and  some  poultry  were  killed.  The  roof  was 
taken  ofl'  the  house  of  Wm.  Welsh,  who  lives  close  by  the  Hays 
family.  Here  the  tornado  left  the  timber  and  shot  acro.ss  the  prairie, 
tearing  up  hedges,  fences,  and  laying  waste  everything  in  its  course 
— hogs,  cattle  and  live  stock  of  every  kind  were  horribly  mangled 
and  killed.  The  barn  of  E.  A.  Miller  was  utterly  demolished,  and 
a  large  amount  of  stock  killed  or  crippled,  so  as  to  render  them 
worthless.  A  house  owned  by  Jlr.  Miller  and  occupied  by  Andrew 
Olliver  was  blow'n  down,  the  faniil}'  remaining  unhurt.  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Geo.  Higgins  were  found  a  few  hours  after  the  storm  had  sub- 
sided, a  quarter  of  a  mile  away  from  where  the  house  had  stood  ; 
locked  in  each  other's  arms,  covered  with  mud,  insensible,  bleeding 
and  horribly  mutilated.  James  Watts  and  wife  lost  their  home, 
household  goods  and  a  great  deal  of  stock.  They  are  both  seriously 
injured.  Not  yet  satisfied  with  the  destruction  already  wrought, 
the  hurricane  swept  on,  next  striking  and  demolishing  the  house  of 
^Irs.  Holfner.  She,  with  five  children,  were  caught  in  the  falling 
building,  injuring  Mrs.  Holfner  and  two  children  so  badly  that 
their  recovery  is  despaired  of  Frank  Harkett's  house  next  came 
in  route — one  end  was  blown  out  and  the  roof  lifted  off,  leaving  the 
occupants  uninjured.  Jonas  Kimmerer's  barn  went  next,  together 
with  scvei'al  buildings  and  sheds  adjoining;  all  the  stock  on  the 
place  was  either  killed  or  maimed  .so  as  to  render  them  utterly  value- 
less. The  Perkins'  school-house  is  a  complete  wreck;  nothing 
remains  to  show  where  it  once  stood'. 

The  last  stroke  of  the  terrible  cyclone  fell  on  the  40x110  feet  barn 
and  elegant  buildings  and  sheds,  on  the  fine  stock  farm  of  J.  J  Per- 
kins, literally  demolishing  the  whole,  and  sweejiing  them  away  with 
such  velocity  as  to  not  leave  a  trace  behind.  Most  of  the  stock 
having  been  sold  during  the  day,  the  loss  in  the  killed  and  injured 
will  not  fall  heavily  on  Mr.  Perkins. 

Here  the  reign  of  the  storm  fiend  seems  to  have  ended  after 
having  run  his  mad  race,  and  laid  in  waste  miles  of  the  most  pros- 
perous part  of  Christian  county  ;  and  it  is  with  thankfulness  that 
we  lay  down  the  recording  pea — glad  to  know  that  here  ends  the 
most  disastrous  chapter  in  the  history  of  old  Christian,  but  with 
sad  memories  of  the  scenes  of  suffering,  devastation,  woe  and  death. 
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TOWNSHIP  AND   CITY  OF  TAYLORVILLE. 


"HE  early  history  of  what  is  now  known  as  Taylorville 
township  dates  as  far  back  as  1818 — twenty-one  years 
before  the  county  of  Christian  was  organized,  and  to  the 
year  when  the  great  State  of  Illinois  was  admitted  into 
the  sisterhood  of  states.  The  hardy  pioneer  and  hunter,  tlie  ad- 
vanced couriers  of  civilization  in  the  west  at  that  earl}'  day  had 
penetrated  its  forests  and  plains  where  before  alone  had  trod  the 
stealthy  Indian  in  search  of  the  noble  bison,  and  smaller  game  that 
roamed  at  will  over  the  broad  prairies.  These  pioneers  were  a 
hardy  race ;  they  were  possessed  of  untiring  energy,  dauntless  cour- 
age, and  physical  constitutions  that  could  withstand  the  hardships 
and  privations  incident  to  a  pioneer  life.  It  was  their  task  to  clear 
the  forest,  push  back  the  red  man  and  blaze  the  way  for  the  in- 
coming tide  of  immigration  and  civilization  that  was  pouring  in  with 
resistless  force  from  the  old  world  into  the  new,  and  from  the  east 
to  the  great  west.  How  well  and  nobly  they  performed  their  task 
is  well  known  and  written  in  the  history  of  every  state  in  the  west. 
The  township  of  Taylorville  includes  in  its  boundaries  all  of 
Town  13,  Range  2,  save  about  half  of  section  31  and  a  small  por. 
tion  of  section  30,  and  sections  1,  2  and  12,  and  of  sections  3,  11, 
13,  14,  24  and  25  in  Tow'n  13,  Range  3.  The  township  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Buckhart,  and  on  the  east  by  May,  on  the  south  by 
Johnson  and  on  the  west  by  South  Fork.  The  township  is  watered 
and  drained  by  the  South  Fork  of  the  Sangamon  river,  and  Flat 
Branch.  The  former  enters  the  township  on  the  south  siile  of 
section  36,  Town  13,  Range  2,  and  flows  in  a  northerly  direction 
to  the  south-we.st  quarter  of  section  25,  from  whence  it  flows  in  a 
south-westerly  direction,  and  out  of  the  township  in  section  34.  It 
again  enters  the  township  in  section  31  and  flows  in  a  north-westerl}' 
direction,  forming  the  western  boundary  of  the  township.  It  makes 
its  exit  from  the  township  in  section  3,  Town  13,  Range  3.  Flat 
Branch  enters  the  township  in  section  24,  Town  13,  Range  2.  It 
flows  in  a  south-westerly  direction  and  empties  into  the  South  Fork 
of  the  Sangamon  in  the  south-west  part  of  section  25.  The  town- 
ship is  well  timbered  with  all  kinds  of  wood  indigenous  to  this 
climate  and  section  of  the  country.  The  soil  is  exceedingly  fertile 
and  sufficiently  undulating  to  carry  oft"  the  excess  of  rainfall.  The 
Decatur  and  St.  Louis  railroad,  now  under  the  control  of  the  Wa- 
bash, St.  Louis  and  Pacific  Company,  and  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
railroads,  oft'ers  abundant  facilities  for  conveying  the  surplus  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil  and  creating  good  markets  for  the  farmers  and 
merchants. 

EARLY    .■SETTLERS. 

Ill  writing  the  early  history  of  a  county  and  its  townships,  reca- 
pitulation to  some  extent  becomes  unavoidable,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  it  as  much  as  possible,  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  the 
general  history  of  the  early  settlements  to  be  found  in  anotiicr 
chapter  of  this  book. 
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From  the  best  information  possible  to  be  obtained,  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  settler  in  what  is  now  known  as  Taylorville  Town- 
ship belongs  to  John  S.  Sinnet.  He  located  and  built  a  cabin  on  a 
portion  of  land  now  embraced  in  the  south-east  part  of  Taylorville, 
not  far  from  where  the  fair-ground  spring  is.  He  located  there  in 
1818.  In  1829  he  sold  out  his  improvements  to  Col.  Thos.  S. 
Young.  The  Brents  family  came  soon  after,  and  by  some  it  is 
thought  that  they  were  settlers  here  before  Sinnet,  but  as  stated 
above,  the  best  information  is  that  Sinnet  was  first  and  the  Brents 
came  in  1820.  The  widow  Brents  brought  her  family  with  her. 
There  were  William  C,  John  and  Simeon  ;  her  sons  were  young 
boys  at  that  time.  The  latter  son  is  still  living  in  the  county. 
Daniel  C.  Goode  is  credited  with  being  in  the  county  and  a  resident 
of  this  township  as  early  as  1824.  He  located  two  and  a  half 
miles  east  of  Taylorville,  and  close  to  where  the  town  of  AUenton 
stood.  He  entered  the  first  land  in  the  township  in  1830.  We  will 
have  occasion  to  speak  more  fully  of  him  further  along  in  this  chap- 
ter. In  1825,  William  Wallis  arrived.  He  married  a  daughter 
of  the  widow  Brents.  He  opened  a  small  farm  one  mile  east  of  the 
present  town  of  Taylorville.  He  was  a  Kentuckian  by  birth.  Jesse 
Langley  first  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  town- 
ship in  1828.  In  1834,  he  removed  to  a  small  improved  farm  for- 
merh'  occupied  by  John  Brents,  on  the  east  side  of  the  township. 
Mr.  Langley,  in  his  day,  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
men  of  the  county.  He  became  a  large  land-owner  and  wealthy. 
He  was  the  first  man  in  the  county  that  erected  a  distillery  and 
manufactured  alcoholic  spirits.  In  1829,  there  was  quite  a  large 
number  of  settlers  came  into  the  township.  Among  them  may  be 
mentioned,  Jesse  Jlurphy,  who  settled  on  an  improved  piece 
of  land  about  two  miles  west  of  Taylorville.  Aaron  Vande- 
vecr,  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Indiana,  a  farmer  and 
a  Baptist  preacher,  came  into  the  county  in  the  year  above  men- 
tioned. His  son,  Hon.  H.  M.  Vandeveer,  came  to  Taylorville  in 
1839,  when  the  county-seat  was  located,  and  has  remained  here  up 
to  the  present.  The  same  year,  1829,  witnessed  the  arrival  of  the 
"Young"  family — Col.  Thos.  S.  Marcus  L.  and  John,  with  their 
fiimilies.  They  were  from  Kentucky.  In  1830,  John  Gore,  Sr., 
arrived  ;  he  settled  on  and  improved  a  tract  of  land  four  miles  west 
of  the  town  of  Taylorville.  In  1833,  Thos.  Young,  Sr.,  settled  in 
the  township  at  a  point  one  mile  south-east  of  this  town.  James 
Hanes  came  to  the  township  in  1834.  He  subsequently  erected 
the  first  hotel  in  Taylorville,  now  a  part  of  the  Globe  Hotel,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  public  square.  Daniel  C.  Goode  entered  the  land 
on  which  Taylorville  now  stands,  in  1835.  He  afterward  settled 
on  a  farm  three  miles  north-east  of  Taylorville,  where  he  died. 
Thomas  Dawson  was  an  old  settler  in  the  county ;  he  came  in 
1822.  In  1824  he  built  a  horse  mill  on  Flat  Branch,  and  ran  it 
three  or  four  years,  after  which  he  moved  to  Missouri.     Thomas  S. 
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Leachmaii,  a  iiu-inor,  came  into  the  townsliip  in  1837,  and  Frank 
Haues  iu  1838.  In  1839,  Ezekiel  S.  Young,  a  prominent  man, 
became  a  resident  of  Taylorville,  where  he  resided  till  his  death  in 
1857  ;  he  raised  a  large  family,  and  many  of  his  descendants  still 
reside  in  the  county.  On  the  organization  of  the  county,  he  was 
elected  its  first  county  clerk.  He  resigned  the  office  August  1st, 
1840-  In  August,  1842,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  County 
Commissioners' Court.  William  Thomas  was  an  early  settler;  he 
was  elected  justice  of  tlie  peace,  and  held  the  office  for  many  years, 
or  until  his  death.  In  1839,  Morgan  Goode,  a  half  brother  of 
Daniel  C,  emigrated  from  Indiana  and  lived  the  first  winter  on 
the  Fraley  farm,  four  miles  east  of  Taylorville.  The  next  year 
after  the  location  of  the  county-seat,  he  moved  to  Taylorville.  He 
is  credited  with  building  the  first  dwelling-house  in  the  town. 
There  were  other  buildings,  a  half-dozen  perhaps,  that  had  been 
moved  from  Edinburg  and  Allenton  and  used  as  business  houses 
and  dwellings,  but  his  was  the  first  house  erected  for  dwelling  pur- 
poses exclusively  in  the  town.  It  was  afterwards  removed  to  the 
alley  in  the  rear  of  Anderson's  bank.  James  Waddle  and  family 
came  in  1836,  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  Taylorville 
on  the  east.  He  remained  there  for  several  years.  In  1840,  came 
John  W.  Wheat  and  settled  in  Taylorville,  and  taught  the  fir.-t 
school  iu  the  town  after  it  was  located.  He  was  also  a  lawyer,  and 
was  second  resident  practicing  attorney  in  the  town  or  county. 
After  him  came  Philip  C.  Ferguson.  James  R.  Lucas  and  family 
came  in  1840.  He,  however,  had  been  a  resident  of  the  county 
since  1836.  Then  came  the  Easthams  and  Goodens.  W.  S.  Frink 
came  to  the  county  in  1836.  He  afterwards  became  the  owucr  of 
the  land  on  which  Allenton  stood. 

The  first  marriage  iu  Taylorville  took  place  January  1st,  1841. 
The  high  contracting  parties  were  John  Gilbert  and  Clara  Ann 
Young.  They  were  united  iu  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  by 
Rev.  Aaron  Vandeveer.  The  marriage  license  was  the  twenty- 
sixth  one  issued  in  the  county. 

The  first  child  born  in  the  town  of  Taylorville  was  Sarah  Lucas. 
The  first  death  was  "  Cockle"  Reece,  who  was  proprietor  of  the 
first  grocery  store  in  the  town. 

The  fir.st  entry  of  land  upon  record,  in  Taylorville  township, 
was  made  by  Daniel  C  Goode.  The  entry  bears  date  January  25tli, 
1830.  He  entered  the  E.  half  of  the  N.  E.  quarter  of  section  24,  T. 
13  north.  Range  2  west.  The  second  entry  was  made  by  Jesse  Lang- 
ley,  May  30th,  1830.  He  entered  the  E.  half  of  the  N.  E.  quarter 
of  section  12,  T.  13,  R.  3  W.  The  same  day.  John  Young  entered 
the  N.  E.  quarter  of  section  1  in  T.  13,  R.  3  W. 

TOWN.SPIIP    OFFICER.?. 

Supervisors : — W.  W.  Anderson,  elected  186G,  and  re-elected  1807  ; 
J.  C.  Morrison,  1868,  re-elected  1870  and  1871  ;  J.  H.  Parsons, 
1872,  re-elected  1873  ;  H.  W.  Sharp,  1874;  Abner  Bond.  1875,  and 
by  re-elections  held  the  office  till  1879;  Harry  Cheney,  1880. 

Assessors:— T.G.  May,  1876;  Wm.  Richardson,  1877;  W.  S. 
Richardson,  1878;  Cecil  Adams,  1879;  Seth  Mason,  1880. 

Collectors: — James  C.  Morrison,  elected  1866,  re-elected  1867; 
Elijah  A.  Miller,  1868;  James  Brooks,  1869;  John  Knopp,  1870  ; 
Wm.  H.  Kirkwood,  1871 ;  John  Knopp,  1872;  A.  S.  Martin,  1873  ; 
John  Knopp,  1874 ;  A.  S.  Martin,  1875,  re-elected  1876  and  1877  ; 
J.  S.  Torrey,  1878;  James  M.  Crabb,  1879;  William  I.  Woodrufi; 
1880. 

Town  Clerks:— ^y.  T.  Evans,  1876;  James  White,  1877,  re- 
elected 1878;  J.  S.  Torrey,  1879;  F.  H.  Harrison,  1880. 

Commisswurs  of  /{U/lncaijs :—Gfo.  D.  Potts,   1876;  AVm.   Hall, 


1877;  W.  F.  Langley,  1878;  Nicholas  Burch,  1879;  H.M.Lang- 
ley,  1880. 

Constables  :--Gu»tn\'uaC.  Johnson,  F.  M.  Good  and  L.  A.  Dodge, 
elected  in  1873;  G.  W.  Long,  1874;  Gus.  C.  Johnson,  J.  J.  Wil- 
liams and  W.  C.  Harris,  1877;  Joseph  B.  Gore,  1879;  Joseph 
Kenuall,  1880. 

*  Justice  of  the  Peace : — Wm.  Singer,  elected  in  1866;  Jesse  Ha- 
non,  1866;  Enos  Sabin  and  M.  C  Long,  1870;  James  M.  Taylor, 
M.  C.  Long  and  Wm.  M.  Provine,  1873  ;  M.  C.  Long,  E.  Overand 
and  J.  N.  C.  Shumway,  1877- 

TAYLORVILLE. 

The  town  of  Taylorville  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  county.  It  is 
centrally  located,  and  is  equi-distant  from  Springfield,  Decatur, 
Shelbyville  and  Hillsboro. 

It  was  located  May  24th,  1839,  by  a  commission  appointed  by 
the  legislature  for  that  purpose,  soon  after  the  organization  of  the 
county.  When  the  location  was  made,  the  land  on  which  Taylor- 
ville was  built  belonged  to  Daniel  C.  Goode,  who  entered  it  on  the 
14th  of  December,  1835.  He  conveyed  it  to  Dr.  Richard  F.  Bar- 
rett, John  Taylor,  51.  Eastham  and  Robert  Allen,  who  had  it  sur- 
veyed and  platted.  At  the  time  of  the  location  of  the  county-seat, 
the  towns  of  Edinburg  and  Allenton  were  rivals  for  that  honor. 
Edinburg  had  then  a  population  of  several  hundred  inhabitants, 
and  Allenton  presented  advantages  of  no  mean  pretensions.  Both 
towns  were  backed  by  their  respective  citizens.  Both  were  suffi- 
ciently near  the  geographical  centre,  so  that  opposition  in  that 
direction  was  not  thought  of  The  query  arises,  why  these  places 
were  overlooked  and  neglected,  and  the  county  seat  located  where 
there  was  not  the  least  sign  of  a  habitation.  The  location  was  made 
through  the  personal  eiforts  of  Daniel  C.  Goode.  He  was  in  many 
respects  a  remarkable  man,  and  as  a  manager  of  men  and  director 
of  local  events  and  enterprises,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  county  has  ever 
produced  his  equal.  He  was  a  large,  fine-looking  man,  with  a 
splendid  phvsiquc,  and  had  a  personal  magnetism  that  won  men 
to  him  at  once.  He  and  Robert  Allen  laid  out  the  town  of 
Allenton.  Allen  was  the  owner  of  the  stage  line,  between  Spring- 
field and  Ttrre  Haute,  Indiana.  Goode  kept  the  stage  stand  at 
Allenton. 

The  town  was  named  after  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  commissioners 
who  located  it.  He  was  a  resident  of  Springfield,  and  was  for  a 
long  time  Register  in  the  Land  Office.  The  first  house  erected  was 
a  small  frame  building  12x12  feet;  H.  M.  Vandeveer  was  the 
liuilder.  He  commenced  its  erection  in  July  of  1839,  and  com- 
pleted it  iu  several  months,  after  which  he  occupied  it  as  clerk, 
a  position  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  when  the  county  was 
organized.  It  served  as  his  habitation,  clerk's  office,  court  room, 
etc.,  until  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  new  court-house  in 
1840.  In  the  winter  of  1839-40,  buildings  were  removed  from 
Edinburg  and  Allenton  to  the  county-seat.  The  first  business 
house  was  Samuel  Reece's  grocery  store.  It  was  a  building  called 
the  old  Charlie  Clark  home,  maved  from  Edinburg,  and  stood  on 
lot  No.  9,  l)lock  15.  He  kept  store  iji  one  end  and  lived  in  the 
other.  The  counter  was  about  six  feet  in  length.  He  sold  coflfee 
in  those  days  at  fifty  cents  per  lb.,  and  other  luxuries  in  proportion. 
He  did  not  have  much  to  sell,  but,  notwithstanding,  he  was  con- 
sidered of  much  importance  in  his  day.  Dr.  Alexander  Ralston,  a 
Scotchman,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  opened  the  second  store  iu  Taylorville. 
The  doctor  used  his  room  for  some  time  as  an  office,  after  which 
was  opened  the   store  of  Ralston  &  Gilbert.     The  .store-house  of 
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Prickett's  was  moved  from  E.liubiirg  to  T;iylorville.  B.Mijamiii  L. 
Yates  opeued  a  general  store.  In  1846,  Messrs.  Walker,  Plielps 
&  Co.,  of  Carlinville,  brought  an  extra  large  stock  of  goods  to  the 
town.  They  were  in  a  small  bulling  on  the  north  side  of  the  public 
square.  The  whole  stock  amounted  to  S1700.  It  made  a  great 
sensation.  No  princely  merchant  with  a  850,000  stock  could  at 
tliis  day  produce  more  profound  sensation. 

The  building  now  occupied  as  a  dwelling  by  the  family  of  the 
late  Dr.  Goudy,  was  moved  from  Edinburg,  where  it  liad  done  duty 
as  a  hotel. 

Dr.  Slater  was  the  first  physician  in  the  town.  He  remained 
Init  a  short  time.  Dr.  Ralston  was  tlie  second.  After  him  came 
Drs.  Higby,  Chapman  and  Goudy.  The  first  sermon  preached  in 
the  town  of  Taylorvillo,  after  its  location,  was  by  Rev.  Michatl 
Shunk.  H.  M.  Vandeveer  was  the  first  post-master.  The  post-ofiice 
was  in  the  court-house. 

The  town  improved  .slowly.  The  Great  Eastern  stage  line  pass- 
ing through  the  place  daih-,  imparted  a  little  life  and  excitement 
to  the  town.  The  merchants  had  to  haul  their  goods  from  St.  Louis. 
Flour  was  hauled  from  Springfield,  and  sold  at  S3.50  per  barrel. 
Farmers  hauled  their  wheat  to  Springfield,  and  received  from  35  to 
40  cents  per  bushel.  Pork  was  worth  SI. 50  per  hundred.  Beef 
82.00  per  hundred.  Butter  was  worth  5  to  6  cents  per  pound,  and 
potatoes  15  to  20  cents  per  bushel. 

The  first  school  taught  in  Taylorvillo  was  by  Ji:>hn  W.  Wheat, 
in  1840.  Tiien  followed  Thos.  B.  Dougherty,  David  Miller,  Aaron 
H.  H.  Roundtree,  Mi.ss  Sarah  Holland.  Schools  were  taught  in 
different  houses;  the  last,  in  Captain  Hardin's  office,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  public  square.  Miss  Holland  was  one  of  Gov.  Slade's 
"School  Marms"  sent  out  from  the  Xew  England  states.  She  was 
well  educated,  and  possessed  superior  attainments.  She  died  with 
cholera,  in  Springfield,  in  1852. 

The  brick  seminary  was  erected  in  1850,  by  the  school  directors 
of  the  town  and  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  Division  No.  145.  The 
lower  story  was  used  for  school  purposes,  and  the  upper  one  as  a 
temperance  hall.  Among  the  teachers  employed  in  th's  building 
were  D.  L.  Moore,  John  B.  Jones  and  others.  In  1858,  the  town 
was  divided  into  three  districts,  and  school-houses  erected  in  each. 
These  subserved  the  interests  of  the  people  until  1870,  when  the 
town  was  divided  into  two  districts.  The  districts  have  now  two  fine 
brick  school-houses ;  the  one  in  the  east  costing  810,000,  and  the 
one  in  the  west  §24,000.  The  value  of  school  furniture  is  about 
8600  The  number  of  children  attending  these  schools  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  twenty  years,  are  eight  hundred  and  fifty.  There 
are  two  principals,  and  ten  assistant  teachers  employed  in  these 
schools. 

CEIURCHKS. 

The  first  church  erected  in  Taylorville  was  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian.  It  was  occupied  Djoember  24th,  1848.  It  was  a 
frajne  structure  in  the  south-west  part  of  the  town,  located 
on  lot  No.  5,  block  No.  28.  The  building  was  24  by  36  feet.  No 
longer  needing  it  f  )r  church  purposes  the  society  sold  it  in  May, 
1874,  for  8400,  and' it  has  been  converted  into  a  family  residence. 
The  M.  E.  Church  was  a  brick  building  built  in  1848.  It  was 
located  on  lot  Nos.  5  and  6,  block  No.  24.  After  being  u.sed  for 
many  years  it  was  torn  down,  and  on  its  site  was  erected  the  pre- 
sent building.  About  one  year  after  the  completion  of  these  two 
churches  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  was  finished  by  old  "  Dickey  " 
Simpson,  who  made  sacrifices  without  which  it  never  would  have 
been  built.  He  deserves  to  be  held  in  dear  remembrance  by  the 
Catholic  society  for  his  untiring  and  self  sacrificing  work  in  the 
cause  of  ills  and  their  faith.     He  deserves  a  burial  under  its    chan- 


cel, with  a  marble  slab  to  perpetuate  his  virtues  and  memory. 
This  church  stood  south  of  the  Public  square  on  lot  No.  4,  block 
No.  27,  but  was  moved,  in  the  summer  of  1874,  further  south,  to 
lot  No.  6,  block  No.  30,  on  the  Catholic  Church  grounds. 

The  Baptist  Church  was  the  fourth,  and  was  erected  in  1854. 
The  Presbyterian  Church  society,  of  Taylorville,  was  organizsd  in 
1857,  by  Dr.  J.  G.  Bsrgen,  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  its  present 
frame  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1870.  The  present  new  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church  edifice  was  built  in  1873.  In  size  it 
is  40  by  70  feet,  and  seats  400  persons.  Its  cost,  when  built,  was 
89,000.     The  Christian  Church  was  built  in  1857. 

RAILROADS. 

In  the  winter  of  1S56  Dr.  Goudy  was  sent  to  the  legislature 
from  this  district,  and  among  other  measures  secured,  obtained  a 
liberal  charter  fi)r  the  Pana  and  Springfield  railroad,  and  perfect- 
ed the  charter  of  the  Decatur  and  East  St.  Louis  railroad.  The.se 
charters  remained  comparatively  a  dead  letter,  but  served  the 
valuable  purp.ise  of  agitating  and  keeping  the  project  before  the 
people  until  it  resolved  itself  into  an  accomplished  fact.  The 
charters  were  renewed,  and  both  roads  built  and  put  in  operation. 
The  Pana  and  Springfield,  now  known  as  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
road,  has  been  extended  to  Beardstown  on  the  north,  and  Shawnee- 
town  on  the  south.  This  road  was  the  first  one  contemplated  to 
this  i)lace.  The  first  advent  of  the  "  Iron  Horse,"  in  Taylorville, 
was  on  the  28th  of  October,  1869.  Its  arrival  from  Pana  caused  no 
little  sensation.  The  Decatur  and  St  Louis  railroad  was  completed 
soon  after.  With  the  completion  of  these  roads,  Taylorville  im- 
proved rapidly.  Good  and  substantial  buildings  were  erected, 
trade  and  business  more  than  doubled,  and  its  population  increased 
to  3,000  inhabitants. 

-MAN'UFACTURE.S. 

The  first  man  in  Taylorville  who  might  be  terrasd  a  manufactu- 
rer, was  Abel  Conner,  a  blacksmith.  Jesse  Langley  built  a  horse 
mill  in  the  year  1837,  on  Spring  Branch,  one  mile  and  a  half  east 
of  Taylorville.  Its  power  was  obtained  by  an  inclined  wheel  pro- 
pelled by  milch  cows.  In  connection  with  the  mill  he  had  a  distil- 
lery. He  built  the  mill  with  a  double  object  in  view,  for  the  grind- 
ing of  corn  and  barley,  for  the  use  of  the  distillery,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  grind  corn  for  the  accommodation  of  the  neighborhood.  He 
carried  it  on  for  three  or  four  years,  when  he  sold  it,  and  it  was  re- 
moved to  the  North  Fork. 

In  1850  Dr.  Goudy  supplied  a  want  long  felt  by  the  erection  of 
the  first  steam  saw  and  grist  mill  in  Taylorville.  It  contained  but 
one  pair  of  burrs,  used  for  grinding  corn.  It  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
82,000.  It  was  located  in  the  south-east  part  of  the  town.  It  was 
the  first  thing  that  stimulated  enterprise  in  furnishing  lumber  and 
the  building  up  of  the  town.  In  time  it  changed  hands,  and  Esquire 
E.  S.  Young  &  Sons  bicame  the  owners.     It  burned  down  in  1853. 

The  first  steam  flouring  mill  was  built  by  William  T.  Sprouse  & 
Co  ,  in  1853,  in  the  western  part  of  the  town.  In  its  day  it  was 
looked  upon  as  a  "  big  thing,"  and  of  no  mean  pretensioas.  It  was 
furnished  with  two  run  of  stones,  one  for  wheat  and  tha  other  for 
corn.  It  changed  ownership  several  times,  being  successively 
operated  b}'  Wra.  T  Sprouse  &  Co.,  Col.  Thomas  P.  Bond,  Jesse 
Richardson,  King  &  Co.,  V.  T.  Priest,  Barfield  and  Sandford,  and 
C.  W.  Davis.  The  latter  purchased  the  entire  mill  in  1860,  and 
cjnverted  it  into  a  woolen  factor}', — carding  and  spinning.  During 
this  time  he  bought  and  shipped  some  20,000  lbs.  of  wool  annually. 
In  1872  it  was  again  converted  into  a  "  custom  flouring  mill."  It 
is  still  owned  by  C.  W.  Davis,  but  at  present  is  not  operated. 

The  ra]iid  emigration  into  the  county  created  a  greater   demand 
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for  milling  facilities.  lu  1859  V.  T.  Priest  erected  a  iijcrcliant 
steam  flouring  mill  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town,  below  the  old 
Fair  grounds.  It  was  of  more  enlarged  capacity,  capable  of  run- 
ning four  pair  of  burrs.  It  w^as  styled  and  known  as  the  "  Forest 
Jlills."  It  was  a  three  story  brick  structure,  and  cost  about  115,- 
000.     It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1872. 

In  18G8  Reuben  Wilkinson,  John  W.  Price  and  William  8.  Moore 
erected  the  steam  flouring  mill  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town,  on 
the  O.  &  M.  railroad,  known  as  the  "  Ruth  Mills,"  and  now  operated 
by  Price  &  Wilkinson.  It  is  a  brick  structure,  three  stories  high, 
has  four  run  of  burrs,  and  is  furnished  throughout  with  the  latest 
improve-ment  and  appliances.  The  cost  of  the  building  and  machin 
ery  was  §30,000.  It  has  a  capacity  for  manufacturing  100  barrels 
of  flour  every  twenty-four  hours.  There  is  also  attached  to  the  mill 
an  elevator  for  the  handling  and  shipping  of  grain,  with  a  capacity 
of  1,000,000  bushels  annually.  The  firm  of  Price  and  Wilkinson 
manufacture  into  flour  50,000  bushels  of  wheat,  and  buy  and  ship 
100,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  200,000  bushels  of  corn  annually. 
The  firm  of  S.  S.  Sprague  it  Co  have  also  an  elevator  on  the  track 
of  the  Wabash,  St.  Louis  and  Pacific  railroad.  Their  capacity  for 
handling  grain  is  about  the  same  as  Price  &  Wilkinson's.  They 
have  also  two  run  of  burrs  and  manufacture  large  (juantities  of 
corn  meal  which  is  shipped  to  eastern  markets. 

The  Sattley  Bros.,  manufacturers  of  agricultural  implements, 
organized  and  commenced  operations  in  1869.  They  manufiicture 
from  five  hundred  and  fifty  to  six  hundred  sulky  plows  annually, 
and  about  the  same  number  of  walking  plows,  and  about  four  hun- 
dred cultivators.  The  main  building  is  100  by  30  feet,  and  wing 
CO  by  30  feet.  Messrs.  Sattley  Bros,  have  all  the  latest  improve- 
ments in  machinery  for  turning  work  out  skillfully  and  rapidly. 

INCOKI'OR.VTION   OF   T,\YLORVILLE. 

John  W.  Young,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  town 
of  Taylorville,  presented  to  the  County  Court,  March  11,  1853,  the 
following  statement  of  the  poll  books  of  an  election  held  on  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1853,  to  vote  for  and  against  "  Incorporating  the 
town  of  Taylorville,"  in  these  words  and  figures  to  wit :  "  At  an 
election  held  at  the  court-house  in  the  town  of  Taylorville,  in  the 
county  of  Christian  and  State  of  Illinois,  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1853,  to  vote  for  or  against  incorporating  the  town  of  Taylorville, 
the  following  was  the  vote  given,  viz  ■  For  incorporating  45  votes  ; 
against  incorporating  6,  certified  by  me,  H.  D.  Brigham,  Premkni; 
Milton  Pike,  Clerk. 

The  present  officers  of  the  town  are :  T.  W.  Long,  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees ;  James  White,  T.  P.  Baxter,  C.  W.  Powell, 
R.  Wilkinson  and  James  White,  Trustees  ;  J.  C.  McBride,  Attorney 
for  the  Board  ;  J.  P.  Baxter,  Treasurer  ;  J.  B.  Ricks,  Police  Magis- 
trate ;  W.  R.  Elzroth,  Marshal. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  government  of  Taylorville  since 
its  incorporation  as  a  town,  in  1853. 

CHRISTI.\N    COUNTY    A(iRICl'I.TrR.\L   .SOCIETY. 

This  Society  was  organized  on  the  '21st  day  of  July,  185(!.  A 
constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted.  At  the  preliminary  meet- 
ing to  determine  whether  a  society  should  be  formed,  Frederick 
Wcelhouse  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  H.  M.  Vandeveer  appointed 
secretary.  The  organization  elected  the  following  officers :  George 
Housley,  President;  A.  D.  Northcutt,  Griffith  Evans  and  H.  O. 
Farrell,  Vice-Presidents ;  T).  D.  Shumway,  Recording  Secretary ; 
John  D.  Brown,  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  J.  H.  Clark,  Treasurer ; 
Albert  Sattley,  Chief  Marshal. 

The  fir-st  fair  was  held  on  the  society's  ground-,  south  of  Taylor- 


ville, October  21st,  1856,  and  was  a  creditable  affair.  The  society 
had  purchased  fifteen  acres  of  land  from  Albert  Sattley  for  fair 
grounds. 

The  present  officers  are  :  John  B.  Ricks,  President ;  W.  A.  Per- 
kins, Vice  President;  W.  A.  Cioodrich,  Secretary;  A.  Sattley, 
Treasurer ;  H.  W.  Sharp,  J.  W.  Hunter,  W.  T.  Baker,  J.  M.  Simp- 
son and  J.  A.  Hill,  Directors. 

THE  TAYLORVILLE   DRAMATIC  COJIPANY'. 

A  society  known  as  the  above-named,  was  permanently  organized 
on  the  16th  of  December,  1878,  with  the  following  officers: — James 
B.  Ricks,  President  and  JManager ;  Arthur  Crooker,  Assistant 
Manager ;  V.  B.  Kelly,  Treasurer  ;  Wm.  H.  Kaup,  Secretary. 

The  membership  consists  of  the  above-named  officers,  and  Messrs. 
Charles  E.  Johnson,  C.  A.  Parish,  Wm.  McCaskill,  Wm.  T.  Vande- 
veer, and  Misses  Retta  Ricks,  Lillie  Clark,  Minnie  Kittle,  Jennie 
Goudy  and  Adah  Hay. 

They  have  given  several  exhibitions  of  the  minor  drama  and 
comedy  order,  in  which  they  displayed  considerable  talent  and 
received  the  highest  encomiums  from  the  local  press  and  competent 
critics. 

LEADINC    BUSINESS    HOUSE.S    OF    1880. 

Bauh. — The  banking  interest  of  Taylorville  is  represented  by  the 
following  firms  and  individuals  :  H.  M.  Vandeveer  &  Co.,  Ander- 
son &  Shumway,  and  A.  G.  Barnes. 

Dry  Good  Merchants. — J.  M  Richardson,  H.  P.  Shumway,  G.  A. 
Deterding,  Chamberlain  &  Barnes,  and  S.  M.  McKnigbt. 

Clothiers  S:  Merchant  Tailors. — Marblestono  Bros.,  Kuiler  Bros., 
Samuel  H.  Mossier,  H.  Cohen,  and  J.  Wertheimer. 

Grocerij  Stores. — The  grocery  and  provision  trade  is  represented 
by  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  Young  &  Anderson,  L.  R.  Hedrick  &  Co., 
James  Bourne,  Colloway  &  Torrey,  J.  H.  Fowler. 

Hardware  and  Tinware. — Is  represented  by  S.  A.  Low,  Case 
Bros.,  C.  Barnes,  and  W.  E.  Smith. 

Druggists. — Barnes  &  Williams,  A.  Seaman,  Jayne  &  Rockwell, 
Crooker  &  Son. 

Hotels. — Long  House,  Globe  Hotel,  Traylor  House,  Railroad 
House,  People's  Hou-se. 

Lumber  Dealers. — H.  M.  Powel,  Paddock,  Grcenman  &  Co. 

Liver;/,  Feed  and  ,Sale  Stables. —  B.  F.  Long,  G.  W.  Torrance, 
George  Waggoner. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Trade. — jMoore  &  Bach,  John  Reed. 

Leading  Phi/.ncians. — J.  H.  Kitzmiller,  L.  H.  Clark,  J.  H.  Clark, 
C.  V.  Rockwell,  A.  L.  Perry,  L.  B.  Slater,  J.  E.  Whitecraft,  D.  K. 
Cornell,  H.  C.  Chapman,  A.  J.  Roe,  T.  M.  Johns,  C.  Pierce,  Wm. 
McNeill,  J.  J.  Fircy. 

Dentists.— T.  L.  Brown,  M.  Boubrake. 

Millinery  Stores. — Miss  Dora  Allen,  Kelley  Sisters. 

Photographers. — G.  N.  Burleigh,  Wheelen  Bros. 

Jewelry  Stores. — G.  Anderson,  Jayne  it  Rockwell. 

Agricultural  Implements. — Post  it  Barton,  Sattley  Bros  ,  F.  Cook. 

Saddlery  and  Harness. — John  Reed,  Alexander  McClain. 

Furniture  Dealers. — J.  F.  Westenberg,  Anderson  it  Shake. 

Tonsurial  Artists,~VfhlU'^]\  &  Morris,  J.  Mcdford,  Riesemy  & 
Opperman. 

Meat  Market-!.— Stimuel  Milligan,  T.  E.  Sexton, 

Bestaurants  and  Bakeries. — A.  J.  Woolington,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Murphy,  Richard  Bourne,  James  Bird,  Peter  Michaels  it  Co. 
W^endling  it  Co. 

Cigars  and  Tihacco. — G.  A.  Brua. 

Marble  Cutter.— J.  S.  Culver. 
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Mills  and  Elevators. — Euth  Mills,  Price  &  Wilkinson,  proprietors; 
S.  S.  Sprague  &  Co.,  C.  H.  Davis. 

Wagon  and  Carriage  Manujaetories- — F.  Cook,  J.  Shctler,  Linhart 
it  Hunker. 

Newspaper.i. — Democrat.  Eepublican,  Saturday  Republican, 
Farmer's  Journal. 

Insurance  Agencies. — J.  N.  C.  Shunnvay,  Kinney  &  Peek,  A.  T. 
Kinney. 

Abstractor  of  Titles.— 'S.  D.  Ricks,  J.  M.  Taylor. 

Book  and  Neics  Store. — Simpson  &  Squier. 

Confectioner. — C.  A.  Morrison. 

SECRET  SOCIETIES. 

Mound  Lodge  No.  120  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  was  organized  under  a 
dispeu.'ation  from  the  Grand  Lodge,  December  1st,  1851.  The 
charter  members  and  names  of  first  officers  were  : 

Jerome  R.  Gorin,  W.  M. ;  William  R.  Funk,  S.  W. ;  E.  J.  Rice, 
J.  W. ;  W.  R.  Frink,  Treas. ;  D.  D.  Shuraway,  Sec. ;  James  Ashton, 
Tyler. 

The  present  officers  are  J.  T.  Townsley,  W.  M. ;  A.  T.  Kinney, 
S.  W. ;  H.  P.  Shuraway,  J.  W.  ;  A.  Ritcher,  S.  D. ;  A.  H.  Nelson, 
J.  D.;W.  W.  Anders"on,  Treas.;  H.  M.  Powel,  Sec;  J.  Shetler 
and  Richard  Brown,  Stewards ;  M.  L.  Young,  Tyler.  Present 
membership  109. 

Taylorville  Chapter  No.  \'2i,  E.  A.M.,  was  organized  under  a 
dispensation  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  July 
18th,  1866,  by  Comp's  William  T.  Frink,  H.  P. ;  B.  T.  Brown,  K. ; 
and  W.  A.  Gocdrich,  S.  The  Chapter  was  regularly  chartered 
October  5th,  1866.  The  first  three  principal  officers  were  D.  D. 
Sluimway,  H.  P. ;  B.  F.  Barnes,  K.,  and  W.  A.  Goodrich,  S. 

The  present  officers  are  William  T.  Vandeveer,  H.  P. ;  A.  Mc- 
Caskill,  K. ;  A.  S.  Rockwell,  S. ;  W.  H.  Kaup,  Sec. ;  James  White, 
Chaplain  ;  Samel  H.  Mossier,  C.  H  ;  Joseph  Torrey,  P.  S.  ;  J.  T. 
Townsley,  R.  A.  C  ;  J.  Shetler,  W.  R  Calloway  ;  J.  Brooks,  M. 
of  1,  2  and  3  V. ;   M.   L.  Young,  Tyler.     Present  membership   44. 

Taijlorville  Lodge  No.  413  /.  0.  0.  F. — This  Lodge  was  organ- 
ized and  instituted  March  8th,  1870.  The  names  of  the  charter 
members  were  Francis  Sauter,  Peter  Neu,  Wni.  H.  Barr,  and  L. 
F.  Wolfkill.  The  first  officers  were  D.  S.  Wolfkill,  N.  G.  ;  Francis 
Sauter,  V.  G.  ;  Wm.  H.  Barr,  Sec. ;  Peter  Neu,  Treas. ;  Chris.  Neu, 
Guard.  The  present  officers  are  D.  Hoover,  X.  G.  ;  E.  C.  Holmes, 
V.  G. ;  J.  H.  Abell,  Rec.  Sec.  ;  William  T.  Vandeveer,  Treas.  ;  E. 
J.  Hunt,  Guard.     Present  membership  86. 

Atnrapliael  Encampment,  No.  137,  was  instituted  April  8th,  1872. 
The  charter  members  were  Samuel  H.  jNIossler,  A.  P.  Gsborn, 
Chas.  Spire,  H.  C.  Johnson,  Gus  Stine,  J.  H  Abell,  and  S.  Skiles. 
The  present  officers  are,  Samuel  H.  Mossier,  C.  P. ;  A.  P.  Osborn, 
H.  P. ;  Wm.  Williams,  J.  W.  ;  J.  W.  Xichodemus,  S.  W.  ;  J.  H. 
Abell,  Scribe  ;  C.  N.  Meredith,  Treas  ;  E.  J.  Hunt,  Sen.  Present 
membership  26- 

Knights  of  Pi/thiuf,  Mijitie  Lodge,  No  04,  was  organized  Decem- 
ber 15th,  1875.  The  fir.^^t  officers  were  J.  S.  Culver,  P.  C. ;  Wil- 
liam T.  Vandeveer,  C.  C. ;  S.  A.  Barnes,  V.  C. ;  Alex.  P.  Osborn, 
Prelate  ;  E.  T.  Weston,  K.  of  R.  and  S. ;  J.  H  Kitzmiiler,  M.  A. ; 
Theo  P.  Baxter,  M.  of  F.  ;  Charles  A.  Dean,  M.  of  E  ,  representa- 
tive to  Grand  Lodge  ;  J.  S.  Culver,  Deputy,  G  C.  ;  William  Vande- 
veer. The  present  officers  are  G.  Anderson,  C  C.  ;  B.  F.  Lantz, 
V.  C. ;  S.  ISlcKnight,  Prelate  ;  Jas  B.  Ricks,  K.  of  R.  and  S.  ;  H. 
Cheney,  M  of  E.  ;  Jas.  M.  Crabb,  INI.  of  F. ;  M.  Williams,  M  of  A  ; 


J.  H.   Kitzmiiler,  L  G. ;  E.   J.  Hunt,  O.   G.,  Representative  to 
Grand  Lodge  and  D.  G.  C. ;  James  B.  Ricks. 

A.  0.  U.  W  Peerless  Lodge  No.  42. — Pursuant  to  a  call  by  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master  Workman,  Bro.  W.  H.  MeCormick,  a  meet- 
ing was  held  Friday  evening,  February  16th,  1877,  at  the  Lodge 
rooms  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F  and  K.  P.,  and  an  organization  instituted, 
the  same  to  be  known  as  above  stated.  A  list  of  the  present 
officers  is  as  follows:  A.  P  Osborn,  P.  M.  W. ;  M.  Bonbrake,  M. 
W. ;  W.  S.  Richardson,  F. ;  George  B.  Crooker,  O.  ;  Geo.  A.  Brua, 
R.  ;  G.  Anderson,  R. ;  Charles  Whitmer,  Treas.;  L  G.  Vail,  G. ; 
I.  W.  Baker,  I.  W  ;  W.  E.  Smith,  O.  W.  ;  G.  B.  Crooker,  H.  P. 
Shumway,  Charles  Whitmer,  Trustees.  Representative  to  Grand 
Lodge,  Charles  Whitmer. 

TAYLORVILLE    GUARDS. 

This  command  was  organized  June  17th,  1876.  It  numbered 
fifty  men,  and  included  among  its  members  the  best  and  most  active 
citizens  of  the  town.  The  first  officers  were,  Wm.  T.  Vandeveer, 
Captain  ;  S.  McKnight,  1st  Lieutenant ;  James  S.  Culver,  2d  Lieu- 
tenant, were  commissioned  June  21  to  rank  from  Juno  19th,  1876. 
These  officers  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  5th  Regt  I  N.  G  , 
on  the  20th  day  of  June  ;  at  that  time  it  drew  its  letter  and  has 
since  ranked  as  Company  "  B,"  5th  Regt.  I.  N.  G.  On  the  12th 
day  of  July,  1877,  the  company  was  organized  under  the  new 
military  code — which  became  a  law  July  1st,  1»77 — under  the  same 
commissioned  officers,  its  strength  being  forty  men.  During  the 
riots  of  1877  this  company  did  effectual  service  in  aiding  the  State 
and  county  authorities,  at  various  points,  in  protecting  private  and 
public  property,  and  both  officers  and  men  deserve  much  credit  for 
the  part  they  took  in  assisting  to  preserve  and  maintain  order.  At 
the  time  of  the  riots  the  company  numbered  54  men,  including  offi- 
cers, and  every  man  was  in  his  place.  Peace  being  restored,  the 
company  left  East  St.  Louis  and  returned  home,  where  they  <vere 
greeted  by  a  large  concourse  of  citizens,  in  the  court-house  yard, 
where  Mi.?s  Lulu  Rockwell,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens,  welcomed  the 
boys  to  their  homes  and  presented  them  with  an  elegant  stand  of 
colors.  Capt.  Vandeveer  received  them  in  behalf  of  the  company, 
and  returned  its  thanks  for  the  ovation,  for  the  colors,  and  for  the 
kindly  words  of  welcome.  August  4th,  1877,  Capt.  Vandeveer 
was  commissioned  Major,  and  aid  on  the  Governor's  staff.  On  the 
8th  of  August  he  was  relieved  from  command,  and  his  connection 
with  the  company  ceased.  At  an  election  held  Aug  6th,  1877,  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  promotion  of  Capt.  Vandeveer,  Ser- 
geant McKnight  was  elected  Captain,  James  S.  Culver  1st  Lieu- 
tenant and  Wm.  H.  Haup  2d  Lieutenant  Ou  the  13th  of  Aug. 
following,  the  company  received  fortv  stand  of  improved  Spring- 
field rifles.  Ou  the  23d  of  May,  1878,  the  company,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  McKnight,  took  part  in  the  removal  of  the  old  bat- 
tle flags  and  trophies  from  the  old  Arsenal,  in  Springfield,  to  Me- 
morial Hall,  in  the  new  capital  building.  Decoration  day  was  ob- 
served by  this  company  May  30th,  1878.  July  1st,  1879,  Capt.  S. 
IMcKuight  was  appointed  inspector  of  rifle  practice  for  the  5th 
Regt.,  which  position  he  now  holds.  At  an  election  held  to  fill 
vacancy,  James  S  Culver  was  elected  Captain,  Wm.  H.  Kaup  1st 
Lieut.,  F.  L.  Parkison  2d  Lieut.,  subsequently  Lieutenant  Kaup 
resigned  and  Sergt.  G  N.  Burleigh  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
The  present  officers  are  James  S.  Culver,  Capt.  ;  G.  N.  Burleigh, 
1st  Lieut.;  F.  L.  Parkison,  2d  Lieut.,  an  old  soldier  and  officer  in 
the  war  of  the  rebellion.  The  company  is  in  good  condition,  and 
deserves  well  of  the  citizens  of  Taylorville. 
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The  sulijcct  of  tills  sketch  is  n  native  of  Indiunn,  Ijoni  in  AVash- 
in;,rt()ii  conuty,  March  r2th,  181(5.  The  Vaiuleveor  faiuily  were 
originally  from  Xurth  Carolina;  movcil  to  Kentucky,  then  to  In- 
diana; and  in  tlie  fall  of  18'2!l  his  ihther,  Key.  Aaron  Vandevier, 
came  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  and  settled  on  a  farm  on  Clear 
creek  in  Sangamon  connty.  The  country  was  sparsely  si  ttled,  and 
the  means  for  obtaining  an  education  limited.  Here  and  there  over 
the  country  was  a  subscription-sohool ;  the  teacher,  "  boarding 
around,"  taught  on  the  principle  of  the  three  "  R's."  It  ivas  in  one 
of  these  log-cabin  schools  that  he  entered,  and  after  a  three-months' 
course  graduated.  His  parents  were  poor,  and  of  ncce.ssity  required 
their  sons  to  labor  constantly  on  the  farm  to  aid  in  supporting  tRtir 
large  familj'.  He  thus  toiled  most  of  the  time  till  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  is  emphatically  a  self  made  man,  and  the 
most  of  his  education  was  obtained  by  studiously  devoting  to  bis 
books  all  the  spare  time  at  his  disposal.  He  acquired  a  taste  I'or 
reading  early  in  life,  and  by  close  and  assiduous  study  attracted  the 
attention  of  Hem.  John  T.  Stuart,  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  who  ten- 
dered him  the  use  of  his  valuable  lilirary,  liy  which  means  lie  was 
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able  to  gain  considerable  legal  knowledge.  He  remembers  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  Stuart  with  the  most  grateful  thanks,  and  always 
speaks  of  this  gentleman  as  bis  friend  and  benefactor. 

As  is  the  custom  of  most  indigent  young  men,  he,  too,  played  the 
part  of  the  "school-master"  for  a  time.  In  the  year  183t!  he  taught 
in  a  log  school-house  on  .Vudy  Finley's  farm,  some  twelve  miles 
west  of  Taylorville,  then  in  the  county  of  Sangamon.  The  building 
was  made  in  regular  jiioncer  log-cabin  style,  without  the  use  of  a 
nail,  with  a  large  fire-place,  and  a  log  some  ten  or  fifteen  feet  long 
cut  out  of  the  side  for  a  window,  using  oiled  paper  for  window- 
panes.  His  was  a  subscription-school  of  three  months  in  the  year, 
terms  |2  per  quarter  for  each  scholar  and  board  around.  The  latter 
arrangement  did  not  suit  his  genius  or  taste,  as  it  frittered  away  too 
much  time,  which  he  wished  to  devote  to  the  study  of  his  chosen 
profession  of  law.  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  he  put  up  a  log-cabin 
10xr2  feet  in  size  on  his  farm  adjacent,  and  "kept  bach."  Thus 
he  passed  one  or  two  years,  farming  in  the  summer,  teaching  in  the 
winter,  and  reading  during  his  leisure  hours.  The  Judge  bad  a  great 
aversion,  then  as  now,  to  seeing  idlers  around  him  consuming  day- 
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light  to  no  profit.  In  all  such  cases  he  would  press  them  into  ser- 
vice, and  with  astonishing  success. 

He  remembers  his  milling  experience  in  earlier  years.  Corn  was 
shelled  by  scraping  it  on  the  back-edge  of  a  knife  driven  into  the 
end  of  a  board,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  contrivance  of  this  sort, 
the  fire-shovel  was  used  over  the  wash-tub.  Wash-tubs  were  impro- 
vised by  sawing  a  barrel  in  two.  The  older  boys  generally  went  to 
mill  on  horseback,  mounted  on  a  two-bushel  bag  of  grain — and 
occasionally  it  would  not  be  very  well  adjusted,  when  it  caused  the 
boys  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  They  usually  kept  one  grist  at  the 
mill,  thus  having  a  load  each  way.  They  often  had  to  go  a  long 
distance  to  mill. 

In  time  he  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  law.  Ilis  first  case 
was  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Sangamon  county,  in  Springfield.  He 
was  employed  by  the  widow  of  Samuel  Miller,  deceased,  to  institute 
suit  against  Jesse  Hanon,  Sr.,  to  compel  a  more  faithful  ad- 
ministration of  his  trust.  This  caused  the  young  barrister  to  appear 
before  the  able  and  intelligent  bar  at  the  capital  of  the  state,  then 
composed  of  such  men  as  Lincoln,  Logan,  Baker,  Lanibourn,  and 
others,  where  he  distinguished  himself  in  managing  the  ease  to  a 
,•  ^  successful  issue.  This  triumph  was  as  gratifying  to  his  old  neigh- 
,  bors  as  it  was  stimulating  to  his  own  future  success.  He  partici- 
"  pated  in  the  organization  oT<  the  cimnty,  and  at  the  first  election 
held  on  the  1st  of  April,  1839,  was  elected  "County  Recorder,"  and 
a  few  days  thereafter- appointed  by  the  County  Court  school  com- 
missioner, which  causedhis  removal  to  the  county  seat.  On  the  1st 
of  June  of  the  same  3'ear  he  was  appointed  by  Judge  Treat  clerk  of 
the  Circuit  Court,  which  office  he  held  for  many  years.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1812  over 
Martin  White,  the  former  representative,  and  Henry  T.  Luckett — 
both  popular  men.  On  his  return  home,  at  the  close  of  the  session 
in  1843,  he  was  reappointed  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court;  being  a 
member  of  the  legislature,  he  was  ineligible,  for  the  time  being,  to 
hold  the  office.  In  the  same  year  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  was  subsequently  appointed  post-master  of  Taylorville, 
which  office  he  held  for  many  years.  The  older  inhabitants  remem- 
ber its  being  kept  in  the  clerk's  office  up-stairs,  in  the  old  Court 
House,  then  the  most  public  place  of  resort  in  the  town. 

In  184G  he  answered  to  the  first  call  of  his  country,  and  raised  a 
company  for  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  elected  its  captain.  When 
beating  up  for  recruits  several  public  meetings  were  held  in  the 
Court  House,  and  some  amusing  as  well  as  patriotic  speeches  were 
made.  The  company  was  rejected  by  the  Government,  as  the  qu.ita 
of  the  state  under  the  call  of  the  government  was  full.  He  was 
shorth'  afterward  appointed  by  President  Polk  as  assistant  quarter- 
master in  the  United  States  Army,  with  the  rank  of  captain.  He 
had  the  command  of  his  department  under  Col.  W.  B.  AVarren,  of 
Jacksonville,  in  bis  forced  march  from  Jlonclova  to  Saltillo,  and  so 
discharged  his  duties  as  to  receive  high  commendation  from  Col. 
Warren.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Buena-Vista,  and  was  acting  as 
aid  on  the  staff  of  General  Taylor.  Capt.  Yandeveer  does  not  claim 
to  have  been  able  to  distinguish  himself  in  the  army,  where  there 
were  so  many  eminent  soldiers,  but  he  feels  that  he  discharged  the 


duties  of  his  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  each  of  his  commanding 
officers,  and  had  their  confidence  and  respect,  and  particularly  that 
of  Col.  Warren  and  Gov.  Bissell. 

On  his  return  home,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  his  name  was  pro- 
minently mentioned  as  a  candidate  for  Congress.  And  at  the 
democratic  convention  held  shortly  afterward  at  Shellnville,  after 
numerous  ballotings  for  the  various  aspirants,  he  would  have  been 
nominated  on  the  next  ballot  bad  he  not  stepped  within  the  bar 
and  peremptorily  requested  the  withdrawal  of  his  name  from  the 
contest,  greatly  to  the  disappointment  of  his  friends.  He  was  chosen 
one  of  the  democratic  electors  in  1848 ;  was  electsd,  and  cast  his 
vote  for  General  Lewis  Cass.  It  was  a  sore  trial  as  against  his  old 
commandei-,  General  Taylor,  of  Mexican  war  fame. 

In  1849  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  County  Court  of  this  county 
under  the  newly-adopted  constitution,  and  was  elected  to  the  same 
office  in  1853.  He  held  the  office  for  a  term  of  eight  years,  and 
during  that  time  displayed  for  his  county  some  of  the  powers  he  is 
supposed  to  use  with  success  in  his  private  bu.siness.  Although  the 
county  was  comparatively  new,  and  in  a  monetary  point  of  view 
poor,  he  and  his  associates  erected  the  present  fine  Court  House,  at 
a  cost  of  about  816,000,  and  paid  for  it  as  the  work  was  done,  while 
many  other  counties  in  the  state,  more  favorably  situated,  are  in 
debt  for  their  public  building?.  In  the  other  duties  devolving  upon 
him,  not  only  in  current  county  aflairs,  but  in  the  probate  depart- 
ment, he  displayed  equal  skill  and  good  judgment  in  his  various  de- 
cisions. 

After  his  return  from  Mexico  in  1847  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  and  has  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar  as  a  successful 
practitioner  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  centurv. 

In  November,  1860,  he  was  elected,  for  the  second  time,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  Christian  and  ]\Iont- 
gomery  counties.  It  was  during  this  time  that  the  civil  war 
commenced,  demanding  legislative  skill  and  judgment,  which 
he  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree,  commanding  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  members  of  that  body.  He  was  severe  in  his  remarks 
on  the  rotten,  broken  banks,  and  on  all  occasions  voted  for  a  sound, 
reliable,  constitutional  medium  of  exchange.  Perhaps  a  better  idea 
of  the  character  and  standing  of  Mr.  Yandeveer,  as  a  member,  may 
be  gathered  from  an  article  written  by  a  correspondent  of  the  St. 
Louk  Republican,  under  the  title  of  "Sketches  by  a  Lobbyist,"  who 
thus  speaks:  "Judge  Yandeveer,  of  Christian,  is  one  of  the  active, 
thinking,  and  working  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  is  not  much  given  to  speech-making,  but  when  he  does  he  com- 
mands the  individual  attention  of  the  whole  house.  He  is  a  lawyer 
by  jirofession,  and  generally  participates  in  the  debates  when  legal 
questions  are  before  the  house ;  is  posted  upon  all  matters  of  gene- 
ral interest,  understands  the  wants  of  his  constituents,  and  is  an 
able  and  efficient  representative.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  appearance, 
unquestionable  integrity,  and  acknowledged  ability ;  is  a  stanch 
democrat,  and  always  votes  the  straight  ticket.  He  occupies  a 
high  position  in  the  affections  of  his  people,  and  has  several  times 
been  solicited  to  run  for  Congress,  but  as  often  refu.sed.  His 
social   qualities  are  of  the   most  agreeable  order:  he  is   a   warm- 
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hearted  friend,  but  is  iiideiK-udeiit  and  decided  endiigli  tn  deternnne 
what  is  right." 

In  1862  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  fnmi  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Macoupin,  Montgomery,  Christian  and 
Shelby.  A  long  experience  in  business,  and  a  general  knowledge 
of  men  and  things,  acquired  by  contact  with  the  realities  of  life, 
enabled  him  to  be  a  useful  member  of  the  Senate.  He  participated 
in  many  of  the  discussicms  before  this  body,  and  commanded  its  at- 
tention and  respect.  Many  of  his  speeches  have  been  highly  spoken 
of,  and  have  occasionally  been  illuminated  with  flashes  of  genius 
that  would  do  honor  to  any  niau.  The  leading  trait  of  his  charac- 
ter is  his  strong  and  unswerving  will.  He  never  abandons  a  posi- 
tion once  taken.  This  quality  has  the  eflect  in  his  ease,  as  it  has 
had  iu  all  others,  to  make  him  warm  friends  and  bitter  enemies. 
He  is  an  ardent  democrat  of  the  old  school,  and  has  an  abiding 
faith  in  democratic  principles. 

In  June,  1870,  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  Tenth  Judicial  Cir- 
cuit, embracing  the  counties  of  Christian,  Montgomery,  Fayette  and 
Shelby,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Eice. 
Was  again  elected  without  opposition  in  1873  for  a  term  of  six 
years.  As  a  presiding  judicial  officer  he  has  rendered  general  satis- 
faction, and  won  golden  opinions  from  the  members  of  the  bar  and 
others  interested. 

Judge  Vandeveer  came  to  the  bench  directly  from  a  large  prac- 
tice.    He  is  a  good  lawyer,  and  possesses  by  nature  a  strong,  clear, 


and  vigorous  intellect.  He  is  a  close  thinker,  stands  well  asa  judge, 
and  has  rendered  many  important  decisions.  His  manner  is  plain, 
with  no  attempt  at  a  flourish  of  language  or  oratorical  skill. 

Judge  H.  M.  Vandeveer  was  happily  married  in  the  spring  of 
1841  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Rucker.  She  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  but 
was  a  resident  of  Christian  county,  Illinois,  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. Five  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  union,  three  of  whom  are 
living,  viz.,  William  T.  and  Eugene  A.,  who  are  jointly  engaged  in 
the  banking  business  in  Taylorville,  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  M. 
Vandeveer  &  Co. ;  and  Lizzie  J.,  who  is  yet  beneath  the  parental 
roof 

Judge  H.  M.  Vandeveer  is  a  representative  Western  man, 
and  one  who,  by  the  sheer  force  of  indomitable  will,  industry,  and 
perseverance,  has  risen  from  the  depths  of  comparative  obscurity, 
and  made  for  himself  a  name  and  honorable  position  among  men. 
His  has  been  the  most  familiar  and  prominent  name  in  Christian 
county  for  nearly  a  half  century.  The  history  of  one  can  almost  be 
traced  in  the  other.  From  the  organization  of  the  county  town  to 
a  recent  date,  he  has  been  in  one  way  or  another  identified  and  con- 
nected with  its  civil  history.  In  its  political  history  he  has  been  a 
central  figure,  wielding  more  influence  and  directing  more  successes 
than  any  other  citizen  of  the  county.  He  was  always  a  trusted 
leader  and  safe  counsellor. 

The  world  s  measure  of  success,  is  success.  Measured  by  this 
standard,  Judge  Vandeveer  is  one  of  the  successful  men  of  Illinois. 
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Was  born  in  Sauganion  county,  Illinois,  January  23(1,  l^'oi.  His 
father,  Daniel  McCaskill,  was  of  Scotch  parentage.  They  tame  to 
America  about  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  settled  in 
Korth  Carolina.  Daniel  McCaskill  became  a  resident  of  Illinois. 
He  subsequently  removed  to  Brown  county  in  this  state,  where 
he  died  in  1851.  lie  was  a  Methodist  minister,  and  also  a 
physician,  and  practiced  his  profession,  more  or  less,  for  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  He  married  Esther  Turner,  a  native  of  Virginia. 
She  died  in  18(54.  There  were  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  sur- 
vived the  parents.  Alexander  is  the  fourth  in  the  family.  He 
spent  his  youth  upon  the  farm  and  attending  the  schools  during  the 
winter  mouths.  AVhen  he  arrived  at  his  twentieth  year  he  left  home 
and  attended  schools  at  Jit.  Sterling,  111.,  and  prepared  himself  for 
the  profession  of  law.  He  spent  the  following  six  years  in  attend- 
ing and  teacliing  school,  and  in  reading  law.  A  portion  of  that 
time  was  spent  in  the  law  office  of  Judge  Bailey,  Van  Vleck  and 
Wells,  of  McComb,  Illinois.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1857, 
and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  immediately  there- 
after in  Prairie  city,  McDonough  county,  Illinois.  In  the 
year  of  his  admission  he  came  to  TaylorvUle,  where  he  continued 
the  practice  until  the  spring  of  1859,  when,  in  company  with  his 
brother  and  three  others,  he  determined  to  go  to  Pike's  Peak,  in  quest 
of  gold.  They  provided  an  outfit,  and  the  trip  was  pleasantly  and 
safely  made.  After  their  arrival  at  the  Peak  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  commenced  mining  for  gold,  in  which  he  was  tolerablv  suc- 
16 


cessful.  He  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  when 
he  returned  to  Brown  county,  Illinois,  and,  in  the  spring  of  1860 
again  went  to  the  Peak  and  remained  there  until  18(31,  when 
he  came  back  to  Taylorville  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  in 
which  he  has  continued,  with  but  slight  interruption,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  In  18C5  he  was  appointed,  by  the  county  court,  to  fill  out 
the  unexpired  term  of  the  County  Superintendent  of  schools.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  was  elected  to  a  full  term  of  the  ofiice, 
and  continued  Superintendent  until  1869.  He  then  resumed  the 
jH-actice.  In  the  summer  of  1872  he  was  appointed  State's  Attor- 
ney for  the  county,  and  at  the  general  election,  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year,  was  elected  to  fill  that  position  for  four  years.  In  1877 
he  was  nominated  by  the  democratic  partv,  in  convention  assembled, 
for  the  office  of  County  Judge,  and  was  elected,  and  is  now  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  that  office  in  a  manner  that  justifies  the  wis- 
dom of  those  wlio  honnred  him  with  their  suffrages.  In  politics  he 
has  always  been  an  uncompromising  democrat,  and  has,  on  all  oc- 
casions, given  his  adhesion  to  that  political  organization.  He  has 
been  twice  married  In  1856  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Elvina  Metcalf,  a  native  of  McDonough  county,  Illinois.  She  died 
in  1862.  In  1864  he  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hedd  nee  Maxwell. 
By  the  first  marriage  there  were  two  children,  both  boys,  named 
William  H.,  and  Davy  McCaskill.  By  the  second  he  had  two 
children  named  Thomas  Eddie  and  Carrie,  only  daughter.  The 
latter    died    Xovember   21st,   1879,  in    the    fifth  year  of  her    age. 
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A  NATIVE  of  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  was  born  Dec.  2,  1839.  His 
father's  name  was  Samuel  Taylor.  He  married  Isabella  Lawrence, 
both  of  whom  died  while  James  M.  was  yet  young.  He  attended 
the  village  schools  during  the  winter  seasons  and  herded  sheep  in 
the  summer  mouths.  In  the  sjiring  of  1854,  while  yet  in  hi? 
fifteenth  year,  he  left  his  native  land  and  came  to  America,  land- 
ing in  Quebec  in  June,  and  from  there  went  direct  to  Waukegan, 
Lake  county,  Illinois.  There  he  worked  upon  a  farm,  and  in  the 
winter  months  attended  school. 

In  the  fall  of  1856  he  went  to  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  where  hr  worked 
in  a  mill,  and  remained  there  till  about  September  1st,  l'^-")?.  In 
the  winters  of  1858,  '59,  '60  and  '61  he  taught,  and  in  the  sunuiier 
of  those  years  attended  Kenosha  High  School  or  Waukegan  Aca- 
demy, and  by  that  means  perfected  his  education.  On  the  Ist  of 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  C,  96th  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Col.  Thomas  E.  Chapman,  commanding.  He 
served  with  the  regiment,  and  participated  in  most  of  its  engage- 
ments until  wounded.  He  had  been  promoted  to  second  sergeant, 
and  was  in  line  of  promotion,  when,  unfortunately  for  him,  he  was 
struck  iu  the  right  elbow  with  a  rifle  balLwhile  in  line  of  battle  at 
Buzzard's  Roost  or  Rocky  Face  Ridge.  He  was  wounded  on  tlie 
9th  of  May,  1864,  and  suffered  amputation  of  the  arm  on  the  27th 
of  the  same  month.  He  was  discharged  from  the  service  March 
20th,  1865.  A  younger  brother,  John  Y.  Taylor,  also  a  member  of 
the  same  company,  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and 
lost  his  right  arm.  He  afterwards  died  from  his  wounds.  After 
]\Ir.  Taylor  was  discharged  from  the  service  he  returned  to  Lake 
county  and  attended  school  during  tlie  summer  and  winter  of  1S65. 


In  January,  1866,  he  entered  the  law  ofiice  of  Messrs.  Blodget, 
Upton  and  Williams,  of  Waukegan,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1868  at  the  spring  term  of 
tlie  Supreme  Court  at  Ottawa.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
came  to  Tavlorville,  and  commenced  the  practice  here  in  conuec- 
tiim  with  Andrew  Simpson,  with  whom  he  formed  a  law  partner- 
sliip,  which  continued  for  two  years  till  January  1st,  1870.  He 
then  resumed  the  practice  of  his  25rofession  alone,  and  has  so  con- 
tinued to  the  present.  In  1872  he  purchased  a  set  of  title  abstracts 
of  H.  P.  and  D.  D.  Shuniway,  and  has  pursued  that  business  in 
connection  with  his  law  practice. 

He  was  married  on  the  26th  of  November,  1868,  to  Miss  Adelia 
A.  Stewart,  of  AVaukegan,  Illinois.  Her  fother,  Philander  Stewart, 
is  an  old  resident  and  prominent  man  of  the  northern  part  of  the 
state.  He  is  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  was  a  native  of  Western  New 
York.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  James  M.  and  Adelia  A. 
Tavlor — three  boys  and  two  girls.  Their  names  are  Samuel  Stewart, 
May  F.,  Mabel  G.,  Leslie  James,  and  John  W.  Taylor. 

Iu  politics  iMr.  Taylor  is  an  ardent  and  active  republican.  He 
was  for  six  years  chairman  of  the  republican  county  central  com- 
mittee. He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  since  then  has  stood  by  the  party  of  his  first  choice. 

During  his  residence  in  Waukegan  he  was  Deputy  Collector  of 
Customs  under  Judge  Scates,  and  such  was  his  superior's  confidence 
in  his  honesty  that  he  was  not  required  to  give  a  bond. 

As  a  lawyer,  !Mr.  Taylor  takes  front  rank  at  the  bar  of  Christian 
county.  In  his  manners  he  is  a  social  and  agreeable  gentleman, 
and  is  regarded  as  an  upright  and  honorable  citizen. 
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Book-makers,  and  tlie  compilers  of  local  history,  like  the  niaiui- 
facturers  of  other  articles,  are  guide<l,  in  a  measure,  by  the  taste  of 
the  public,  and  are  often  compelled  to  accede  to  its  <lemands. 
Never  before,  however,  have  the  writers  of  county  history  been  re- 
quired, by  public  sentiment,  to  make  a  record  of  one  who  came  into 
the  county  a  stranger,  and  almost  a  boy,  with  no  introduction  but 
his  face  and  manners,  and  no  capital  but  his  health,  his  honor  and 
his  intellect,  and  left  it  before  he  reached  the  meridian  of  his  M]an- 
hood. 

And  yet,  in  compliance  with  such  a  sentiment — such  a  public 
wish — we  insert  in  this  volume  a  brief  biography  of  William  H. 
Kirkwood.  He  was  born  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  1844,  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio ;  the  third  son  of  Charles  and  Hannah  Kirkwood. 
His  two  elder  brothers  died  in  infancy.  Shcjrtly  after  William's 
birth  his  father  moved  to  Chillicothe  and  became  a  merchant,  Init 
by  endorsing  heavily  for  a  friend,  was  soon  involved  in  debt,  and 
with  the  loss  of  his  property,  lost  his  ambition  and  energy.  The 
family  then  moved  to  C'ircleville,  where,  after  five  years  of  extreme 
poverty,  his  father  died. 

At  the  tender  age  of  eight  years  he  was  left  with  his  brave- 
hearted  mother  to  begin  the  battle  of  life,  and,  as  best  he  could,  to 
keep  from  their  door  the  hungry  wolf  of  poverty,  which  so  long 
had  stood  glancing  and  impatient  in  the  yard.  He  was  employed 
for  four  months  by  a  wealthy  lady  to  drive  cows  to  pa.5ture,  at 
seventy-five  cents  a  month.  He  was  then  engaged  for  two  years  as 
a  message  boy  in  the  telegraph  office  at  five  dollars  a  month,  and 
was  instructed  by  the  kind  operator  in  writing  and  arithme- 
tic. A  railroad  was  built  into  Circleville,  and  he  became  a  news- 
boy and  fruit  dealer.  He  was  encouraged  and  patronized  by  every 
body,  and  had  some  opportunity  for  culture. 

The  sun   of  prosperity  began  at  last  to  shine  on   his  pathway. 


AVhen  the  war  broke  out  his  business  so  increased  that  he  could 
employ  an  assistant,  and  his  profits  were  often  §150  per  month. 

AVhen  about  twelve  years  old,  while  bathing  in  the  Scioto  river, 
he  saved  the  life  of  George  Grouse,  and  this  incident,  when  related 
in  Kirkwood's  picturesque  language  and  animated  style,  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  and  romantic  in  his  history.  It  proved  him  to 
be  a  brave  and  manly  boy,  won  him  the  favor  and  support  of  a 
wealthy  and  cultivate<l  family,  opening  to  him  the  avenues  of 
refined  society. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  enlisted  in  the  three  months'  service 
under  C'apt.  "  Don  "  Piatt,  in  Co.  C,  13th  Regt.  O.  V.  I.,  as  drum- 
mer boy,  and  remained  at  Camp  Dennison  until  discharged.  He 
re-enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  C,  61st  Regt.  O.  V.  I.,  and  served 
under  Fremont  in  Shenandoah  Valley,  in  1862,  and  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Cross  Keys,  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  and  served  under  Pope 
threugh  the  memorable  campaign  which  ended  with  the  second  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run.  He  was  first  made  Corporal,  then  Sergeant,  1st 
Lieutenant  and  Captain  of  his  company. 

He  fought  under  !McClellau,  at  Antietam  ;  under  Burnside,  at 
Fredericksburg  ;  under  Fighting  Joe  Hooker,  at  Chancellorsville, 
and  under  Meade,  at  Gettysburg — went  south  with  Hooker  and 
fought  at  Look-out  Mountain,  in  the  battle  above  the  clouds  and  iu 
the  battle  of  Jlissiou  Ridge,  and  then  proceeded  to  Knosville  to 
the  relief  of  Burnside,  who  was  besieged  by  Longstreet. 

Their  time  having  expired.  Captain  Kirkwood  and  his  company 
veteranized  and  went  home  on  furlough — thirty  days — whose  im- 
mensity of  pleasures  and  glory  beggars  language  and  defies  descrip- 
tion. 

They  returned  to  duty  at  Rocky  Face,  Ga.,  and  marched  under 
Sherman  to  Atlanta,  and  "fi'om  Atlanta  to  the  sea."  At  Savan- 
nah he  was  made  Commissary  of  the  Brigade,  and  after  it  fell  went 
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through  the  Carolinas  to  Washington  and  rejoined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  He  was  discharged  at  Louisville,  K_v.,  August,  1865,  and 
thus  closed  his  long,  severe,  eventful  and  spotless  military  career- 

His  next  venture  was  in  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  lost  his  all  through  the  treachery  of  a  friend.  He  went  to 
Cleveland,  and  from  there  started  for  Kansas  City,  but  was  forced 
to  go  into  winter  quarters  at  Pana,  111.,  for  want  of  funds.  He 
worked  for  his  board  during  the  winter  of  1866  and  '67  for  John 
Hunter,  in  Shelby  county.  In  the  spring,  aided  by  Mr.  Hunter,  he 
opened  a  three  horse  livery  stable  in  Assuinjition,  and  soon  after  a 
hack  line  to  Taylorville  (the  first  and  only  daily  line  to  that  place) 
which  line  was  maintained  until  superseded  by  the  railroad. 

In  1869  he  moved  to  Taylorville  and  continued  in  the  livery 
business  until  Nov.,  1873,  when  he  was  elected  County  Clerk  on 
the  democratic  ticket  by  an  unprecedented  majoritj'  of  932  votes. 
For  four  years  he  served  the  people  of  this  county  as  County  Clerk, 
in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  As  an  officer  he  was  affable,  correct 
and  honest,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  his  many  friends 
urged  him  to  become  a  candidate  for  re-election.  But  wishing  to 
engage  in  regular  business,  lie  declined  in  favor  of  ]\Ir.  Whitmer, 
and  after  assisting  in  the  struggle  which  resulted  in  Whitmer's 
election,  he  moved  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  now  resides. 

"  Kirk's  "  strong  points  are  his  courage,  his  integrity  and  his 
brain.  He  is  formed  for  j)olitical  combinations  and  leadership. 
Nothing  escapes  his  eye  and  ear.  Nothing  slips  from  the  iron  grasp 
of  his  memory,  and  nothing  is  beyond  the  reach  of  his  shrewdness 
and  invention.  While  others  sleep  he  labors,  and,  of  course,  where 
others  fail  he  succeeds. 

He  is  sometimes  too  frank  and  always  too  liberal — he  never  for- 
gets a  friend,  and  sometimes,  it  is  whi.spered,  remembers  an  enemy. 

A  penniless  boy,  he  forced  his  way  to  recognition  and  success, 
and  left  behind  him  a  multitude  of  friends,  real  friends,  who  have 
confidence  that  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  he  will  never  shirk  a  duty 
hoist  a  white  flag  or  tarnish  the  purity  and  brightness  of  his  per- 
sonal honor. 


Majur  D.  D.  SHUM way.— (Deceased). 

One  of  the  most  prominent  early  settlers  of  Christian  county,  was 
Major  D.  D.  Shumway,  who  was  born  in  AVilliamsburg,  Worcester 
county,  Massachusetts,  September  28,  1813.  Attracted  by  the 
glowing  accounts  of  the  far  west,  he,  on  attaining  his  majority, 
emigrated  from  the  "granite  hills"  of  his  native  state  in  1834,  and 
settled  at  first  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  till  the  year 
1837,  when  he  removed  to  Zanesville,  Montgomery  county,  Illinois, 
and  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits. 

On  the  3d  of  Juue,  1841,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  R.  Eoun- 
tree,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Hiram  Rountree,  of  Hillsboro,  111. 
In  the  spring  of  1843,  he  removed  to  Christian  county,  and  on  the 
■wild  prairie  some  four  miles  east  of  Taylorville,  improved  a  farm 
of  several  hundred  acres,  on  which  he  resided  till  the  year  1851, 
when  he  became  a  resident  of  Taylorville.  There  he  again  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  Ijusiness,  and  continued  with  marked  succe-ss 
till  1858. 

The  Major  was  accustomed  to  relate  the  following  rather  amus- 
ing incident:  When  his  first  goods  were  landed  in  Taylorville,  he 
Wiis  accosted  by  a  sturdy-looking  blacksmith  with,  "I  say.  Major, 
have  you  got  any  vht-if  " 

The  quick  retort  was,  "No,  Init  this  looks  like  the  jilace  to  ac- 
quire some.'' 

In  1858,  he  retired  from  active  life,  and  expended  a  large  part  of 
his  accumulated  wealth  in  improving  his  landed  property,  and  espe- 
cially in  adorning  and  beautifying  his  homestead  adjacent  to  town. 


He  was  a  gentleman  of  culture  and  taste,  and  it  wa.s  one  of  the 
chief  purposes  of  his  life  to  make  his  home  pleasant  and  attractive 
to  his  family. 

He  was  a  man  of  noble,  generous  di.'^position,  and  was  highly 
esteemed  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  filled  with  honor  the  offices  of 
County  Commissioner,  (Montgomery  county),  Major  of  State  jMilitia, 
and  County  Judge,  (Christian  county).  In  1845,  he  was  elected  to 
the  legislature  from  the  counties  of  Christian  and  Shelby,  and  at 
the  following  session  was  elected  clerk  of  the  State  Senate.  In  1848, 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  was  prominent  in  the  important  deliberations  of  that  body. 

After  his  retirement  from  mercantile  pursuits,  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  to  the  reading  of  which  he  had  devoted  his  leisure 
hours  while  in  business. 

He  was,  in  fact,  a  strict!}'  self-made  man,  his  qualifications  being 
such  as  to  fit  him  for  any  pursuit  or  position. 

He  possessed  one  of  the  finest  libraries  in  the  country,  and  his 
fund  of  information  on  all  the  leading  topics  of  the  day  was  as 
ample  as  his  collection  of  books  was  complete. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  and  for  many  years  previous,  he  was 
master  iu  Chancery  of  the  county.  For  several  years  he  was  an 
honored  member  of  both  the  county  and  state  Agricultural  Societies, 
and  always  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  farming  pursuits  of  the  county. 

To  him  is  due  much  praise  for  advancing  the  material  prosperity 
of  this  town  and  county.  Bv  his  eff()rt.s  and  speeches,  he  contributed 
very  largely  to  the  securing  of  railway  communication  through 
Christian  county,  and  gave  liberally  of  his  time  and  means  to  all 
public  enterprises,  thus  proving  himself  to  be  not  only  a  jiublic- 
spirited  man  but  a  noble  benefactor  of  his  race.  While  a  member 
of  the  state  legislature,  he  never  failed  to  guard  the  interests  of  his 
own  district,  and  to  advocate  wise  and  j^rudent  legislation  for  all 
parts  of  this  great  commonwealth. 

The  location  of  the  Terre  Haute  and  St.  Louis  Railroad  through 
the  south-eastern  part  of  his  county,  at  that  time,  a  wild  unsettled 
region,  was  accomplished  by  his  untiring  energy  and  legislative 
strategy. 

Otherwise  Christian  county  would  have  been  deprived  of  this  im- 
portant medium  of  travel  and  traffic,  and  of  the  flourishing  towns 
of  Pana  and  Rosemond.  He  became  also  one  of  the  incorporators 
and  directors  of  the  Springfield  and  South-eastern  Railroad.  He 
held  and  discharged  the  duties  of  many  minor  offices  always  with 
honor  and  fidelity,  never  Ijetraying  any  trust  reposed  iu  him  by  his 
fellow-citizens.  The  Major  devoted  much  time  to  the  interests  of 
Masonry. 

In  1839,  he  was  made  a  master  Mason,  and  was  a  charter  member 
of  Mound  Lodge  and  the  Taylorville  Chapter,  and  after  serving  his 
Lodge  as  Worshipful  Master  for  eighteen  successive  years,  he  was 
complimented  on  his  retiring  therefrom  with  a  Past  Master's  Jewel. 
He  was  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
was  buried  with  Masonic  honors. 

He  contributed  freely  to  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Taylorville,  and 
sad  to  relate  his  was  the  first  corpse  borne  from  the  sanctuary  his 
own  hands  had  helped  to  erect.  His  death  occurred  May  9,  1870. 
On  the  day  of  his  funeral,  the  stores,  shops  and  public  buildings 
closed  their  dooi's,  that  all  might  pay  the  last  sad  tribute  of  respect 
to  departed  worth,  and  mingle  their  tears  and  sympathy  with  the 
bereaved  fiimily.  His  widow  still  survives,  and  his  seven  children, 
as  follows :  Hiram  P.  Shumway,  John  N.  C.  Shumway,  D.  Dwight 
Shumway,  Augustus  F.  Shumway,  Nellie  Shumway. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Moore,  wife  of  D.  T.  ]\Ioore,  of  Nebraska,  and  Mrs. 
Nannie  Weber,  wife  of  Geo.  W.  Weber, — all  amply  provided  with 
the  comforts  of  life. 


HISTORY   OF  CHRISTIAN  COUNTY,   ILLINOIS. 


125 


i-/^;^*^-— ^r    ^i^^^-C^C 


The  Squier  family  are  natives  of  New  Jersey.  David  F.,  tlie 
father  of  Jolin  J.,  emigrated  ft'om  that  state  to  Ohio  at  au  early 
dav.  He  remained  there  until  1844,  when  he  came  to  Illinois,  and 
settled  in  Stonington  township,  Christian  county.  He  subsequently 
removed  to  Taylorville,  where  he  died  in  1854.  He  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  removal  to  Taylorville,  after  which  he  followed 
merchandizing.  He  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Xew  Jersey.  She  died  in  1879,  in  Taylorville.  There 
were  eight  children  by  this  union,  four  of  whom  have  survived  the 
parents.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  sixth  in  the  family.  He 
was  born  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  February  18th,  1842.  He 
received  a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  Christian  county.  At 
the  age  of  16  years  he  entered  the  circuit  clerk's  office  of  this  county, 
where  he  continued  as  clerk  for  several  years.  He  then  taught 
school  for  a  time,  worked  on  a  farm,  and  afterwards  learned  jsho- 
tograjjhy.  The  latter  business  he  continued  for  three  years.  In 
1866  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Tui/loiTille  Flag,  a  Eepub- 
lican  newspaper,  printed  in  Taylorville,  the  name  of  which  was 
subsequently  changed  to  the  Republican,  and  which  still  continues 
as  the  principal  exponent  of  Republican  ideas  in  the  county.  He 
became  sole  owner  of  the  journal  in  1867.  As  a  newspaper  man, 
Mr.  Squier  has  demonstrated  his  ability  to  run  a  newspaper  suc- 
cessfully. He  early  recognized  the  fact  that  in  that  busine.«s  it  requires 
close  and  careful  management,  and  good  business  qualifications  if 
success  was  to  be  attained.  The  latter  qualification  he  possesses 
in  an  eminent  degree.   As  a  writer,  Mr.  Squier  is  about  the  average. 


and  he  makes  his  journal  interesting  and  instructive  to  his  readers. 
Politically,  the  Republican  wields  an  influence  second  to  no  other 
journal  in  the  district.  In  1872,  Jlr.  Squier  was  appointed  pos1> 
master  by  President  Grant,  and  re-appoiuted  in  1877,  and  at  present 
exercises  and  performs  the  arduous  and  perplexing  duties  of  that 
office,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  this  vicinity.  On  the 
5th  day  of  October,  1871,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna 
Anderson.  She  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  but  was  a  resident  of  Tay- 
lorville at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Four  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living,  are  the  fruits  of  this  union.  In  politics,  it  will  be  readily 
known  that  ilr.  Squier  is  a  republican.  He  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  the  martyr  Lincoln,  in  1864,  and  since  that  time 
he  can  be  placed  with  the  stalwarts  of  that  political  organization. 
He  is  an  honored  and  active  member  of  the  ancient  and  honorable 
order  of  Freemasonry.  Besides  the  publishing  of  his  paper  and 
duties  of  postmaster,  he  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Simpson  &  Squier, 
dealers  in  books,  periodicals  and  notions.  Thus  have  we  briefly 
sketched  the  life  of  Mr.  Squier.  In  his  manners,  he  is  of  pleasing  ad- 
dress and  unpretentious  style,  of  rather  a  reticent  and  retiring  disposi- 
tion. As  stated  above,  he  is  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  business 
qualifications,  and,  being  a  man  of  energy,  has,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
succeeded,  where  perhaps  others  would  have  foiled.  He  exhibits 
enterprise  and  skill  in  the  publication  of  his  journal,  and  is  fully 
abreast  with  the  times  in  all  new  ideas  in  the  progressive  art  of 
modern  juurnalism.  In  his  cfharacter  as  a  man  and  citizen  he  bears 
an  honorable  record. 
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The  present  efficient  Circuit  Clerk  was  bdrn  in  MoutgnnuMT 
county,  Illinois,  January  5th,  1831.  Henry  Hill,  his  father,  was  a 
native  of  South  Carolina.  The  Hill  family  removed  to  Kentucky 
and  settled  in  Warren  county,  ami  in  18'i!l  came  tn  Illimiis  ami 
settled  in  Montgomery  county,  where  they  rciiiaiurd  until  1842, 
when  they  removed  to  Fayette  county.  In  18.56  Henry  Hill  came 
to  Christian  county,  and  remained  here  until  1857,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Montgomery  county,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  ilarch,  1862.  He  was  by  occupation  a  farmer 
and  school-teacher.  He  married  Euth  Adams.  81ic  was  a  native 
of  Vi}'ginia,  but  a  resident  of  Warren  county.  Kiuturky,  at  the 
date  of  his  marriage.  She  survived  her  husband  Imt  twn  weeks, 
dying  in  the  same  month  and  year.  Eleven  ciiildien  were  the 
fruits  of  that  marriage,  eight  of  whom  have  survived  the  parents. 
Joshua  A.  is  the  third  in  the  family.  He,  in  his  youth,  received  a 
limited  education  in  the  coinmim  schools  of  his  native  county. 
The  schools,  and  educatitmal  system  of  Illinois,  forty  years  ago, 
were  very  crude  and  iiupcileit,  as  compared  with  the  present,  and 
the  youth  of  that  day  had  to  be  C(mtent  with  what  would  now  be 
regarded  as  a  very  slight  education.  Mr.  Hill,  at  a  comparatively 
early  age,  became  self-supporting  and  reliant.  He  worked  upon  a 
farm,  and  when  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  was  in  progress  of 
building,  he  helped  to  grade  the  track  and  get  out  ties  upon  which 
to  place  the  iron.  In  1852,  and  prior  to  this,  he  came  to  Taylor- 
ville  and  found  work,  and  a.ssi.sted  in  getting  out  the  tindiers  for 
the  mill  that  stood  in  the  west  jiart  of  the  town.  He  afterward 
returned  to  Fayette  county,  where  he  remained  until  February, 
1855,  when  he  moved  his  family  to,  and  permanently  settled  in  this 
county.  He  engaged  in  farming  upon  his  arrival  here,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  occupation  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  twice.     He   was  the  first  Town  Collector   of 


South  Fork  township,  under  the  township  organization  act.  In 
1867,  '68,  he  was  Deputy  Sheriff  under  John  White,  and  in  1868 
was  elected  Sheriff,  and  remained  in  office  until  his  term  expired,  in 
1870.  He  then  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Taylorville  for 
a  short  time,  when  he  went  to  his  farm  and  remained  there 
until  1874,  when  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  the  county  for  the  second 
time,  and  that,  too,  without  opposition.  He  remained  in  office 
until  1876,  when  he  was  elected  Circuit  Clerk,  and  at  pre.sent  dis- 
charges the  duties  of  that  office  in  a  manner  that  gives  entire  sati.*- 
faction  to  his  numerous  friends.  In  politics  Mr.  Hill  is  a  democrat. 
He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Franklin  Pierce,  in  1852,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  a  reliable  and  consistent  member  of  that  political 
organization.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  A.  M.  Lodge, 
both  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter.  On  the  22d  of  April,  1852, 
lie  was  united  in  nmrriagc  to  Jliss  Elizabeth  Casey,  a  native  of 
Fayette  county.  111.  Her  father,  Thomas  Casey,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky. This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living.  Martha,  the  eldest  daughter,  died  in  her  nineteenth 
year.  The  othei-s  are  yet  beneath  the  parental  roof,  except  Sarah 
J.,  who  is  the  wife  of  I.  J.  Glass.  The  names  of  the  others  are, 
Mary  E.,  Amanda,  Emma,  and  Levi  Eugene  Hill.  As  an  official 
of  the  county,  Mr.  Hill  po.ssesses  the  entire  confidence  of  his  con- 
stituents. He  is  a  reliable,  capable  and  trustworthy  servant  of  the 
people.  That  this  is  the  verdict  of  the  citizens  is  attested  by  his 
frequent  elections  to  responsible  offices.  In  his  manners  he  is  a 
quiet,  unobtrusive  gentleman  and  a  straightforward  man,  polite  and 
attentive  to  all  who  come  in  contact  with  him  in  his  official  position. 
He  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  by  being  elected  to  dif- 
ferent offices,  for  which  he  returns  them  his  sincere  thanks,  and  in 
retiring  to  farm-life  once  more,  feels  the  proud  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  he  carries  with  him  their  best  wishes. 
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This  gentleraau  represents  the  substantial  farmers  and  pro- 
minent stock  dealers  of  Christian  county.  His  father,  Stephen  U. 
May,  removed  from  Kentucky  and  settled  near  Whitehall,  in 
Greene  county,  Illinois,  in  1842.  He  soon  after  removed  to  near 
Wilmington,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1844.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  J.  Allen,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Kentucky.  She 
died  in  1849.  There  were  six  children  by  this  marriage,  three  of 
whom  are  living.  Thos.  G.  is  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  was 
born  in  Butler  county,  Kentucky,  April  28th,  1837.  His  father 
and  mother  dying  while  he  was  yet  in  his  youth,  he  was  deprived  of 
the  advantages  of  even  a  common  school  education.  He  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  was  compelled  to  provide  for  his  own 
maintenance,  at  an  age  when  youth  needs  the  kind  and  caressing 
hands  of  parental  affection.  But  if  he  was  disciplined  in  a 
hard  school,  it  taught  him  habits  of  self-reliance,  which  have  been 
of  service  to  him  in  every  subsequent  step  in  life.  He  remained  in 
Greene  county  until  1856,  when  he  went  to  JIcLean  county,  in  this 
state,  and  worked  upon  a  farm,  and  soon  afterward  leased  land  and 
engaged  in  farming,  and  so  continued  until  1862,  when  he  came  to 
Christian  county  and  settled  in  Taylorville  township,  where  he  re- 
sides at  present.  During  his  residence  in  this  county  he  has  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  and  live  stock  shipping.  In  the  latter 
business  he  has,  in  connection  with  others,  been  among  the  lai'gest 
and  most  extensive  buyers  and  shippers  in  the  county. 

On  the  9th  of  September,  1858,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Emeline  Simmons.  She  was  born  in  Indiana,  but  was  a  resi- 
dent of  McLean  county  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  By  this  union 
there  have  been  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  Their  names 
are  John  Irvin,  James  T.,  Levi  A.  and  Minnie  Ellen. 


In  politics  he  was  fornu'rly  a  democrat,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Stephen  A.  Douglass  for  President  in  18G0 ;  but  after  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  he  arrayed  himself  on  the  side  of  the  party  of  the 
union  and  constitutimial  liberty,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  a 
consistent  and  reliable  member  of  the  republican  organization.  In 
1876  he  was  nominated  by  the  republican  party  of  Christian  county 
in  convention  assembled  for  the  office  of  Sheriff,  and  at  the  ensuing 
election  in  November  following  was  elected  by  a  handsome  majority, 
notwithstanding  the  county  was  largel}'  democratic.  Another  evi- 
dence of  his  popularity  and  standing  as  a  citizen  of  the  county  was 
shown  in  his  running  twelve  hundred  votes  ahead  of  his  party's 
strength.  He  remained  in  office  and  discharged  the  duties  thereof 
in  a  manner  that  gave  complete  satisfaction  to  those  who  had 
honored  him  with  their  suffrages ;  and  when  his  term  expired  he 
returned  to  his  farm  in  this  township,  where  he  had  formerly  re- 
sided, and  commenced  again  his  agricultural  pursuits.  Before  he 
was  elected  Sheriff  he  was,  in  the  years  1875  and  1876,  elected 
Assessor  for  his  township,  and  was  appointed  in  1880  Census 
Eimraeratoi-  for  Taylorville  township  outside  of  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Taylorville. 

Mr.  May  is  one  of  those  who  started  in  life  unaided.  Left  an 
orphan  at  an  early  age,  he  had  to  go  out  and  take  his  place  among 
men  and  earn  a  livelihood  for  himself.  What  he  has  now,  In  the 
way  of  worldly  possessions,  has  been  the  accumulation  of  his  own 
toil  and  patient  industry,  aided  by  economical  habits  and  good 
management.  In  thus  accumulating  he  has  made  for  himself  at  the 
same  time  a  name  for  strict  honesty  and  integrity  in  both  public 
and  private  life. 
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Is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  the  viUage  of  Jacksdntowu, 
Licking  county,  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  1847.  The  Whitmcr 
family,  on  the  paternal  side,  is  of  German  ancestry.  Jolin  Whitmer, 
the  father  of  Charles,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  came  with 
hLs  father  to  Ohio  at  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  that  state. 
In  Septemlier,  1847,  the  family  left  Ohio,  and  removed  to  Crawtord 
county,  Illinois,  and  entered  a  large  bod}'  of  land.  John  Whitmcr 
remained  there  until  November,  1856,  when  he  removed  to  Edina, 
Knox  county,  Missouri,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  cariienter 
and  house-joiner.  He  subsequently  moved  to  IMacon  I'uiinty,  in  the 
same  state,  and  in  1861,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  «ar.  he  ciuik' 
back  to  Illinois,  and  stopped  in  Hanc<ick  county,  subsequently  re- 
moving to  Sangamon  county,  and,  in  the  Sjiring  of  1862,  hjcated  in 
South  Fork  towushiji,  Christian  county.  He  then  engaged  in  fiirm- 
ing,  at  which  he  continued  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Sejjt.  28, 
1874.  He  married  Sarah  Overmicr,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
a  resident  of  Ohio  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  She  was  also  of 
German  ancestry.  She  died  in  South  Fork  township,  Christian 
county,  Illinois,  January  9th,  1874. 

Nine  children  arc  the  fruits  of  this  marriage,  sis  of  whom  havt' 
survived  the  parents.  Of  the  latter  all  liave  reached  the  age  of 
maturity,  and  all  are  residents  of  this  county.  Charles  is  the  eighth 
in  the  family.  He  had  but  slight  opportunities  for  receiving  even 
a  good  common  school  education.  His  advantages  in  this  direction 
were  mainly  between  the  years  of  ten  and  fourteen.  In  these  four 
years  he  attended  the  schools  of  his  neighborhdcid  during  the  winter 
months,  and  in  the  summer  worked  upon  tlie  farm.  In  May,  1864. 
while  yet  in  his  seventeenth  year,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  13od 
Regt.  Ills.  Vols.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in  Scjitendjcr  of 
the  same  year.      In   1868  he  was  app<Mnted  deputy  under  Slieritt" 


Hill,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  end  of  his  term.  He  then 
clerked  for  several  years  in  a  dry  goods  store  in  Taylorville,  and 
was  also  for  some  time  book-keeper  in  H.  M.  Vandeveer  &  Co.'s  bank. 
In  1874,  he  again  entered  the  office  of  Sheriff  Hill,  as  deputy.  He 
remained  in  the  sherifl"s  office  until  the  expiration  of  Hill's  term. 
In  187(),  Mr.  Hill  was  elected  circuit  clerk  of  Christian  county, 
and  the  subject  of  our  sketch  served  with  him  as  deputy  clerk.  He 
remained  in  that  capacity  until  1877,  when  he  received  the  nomi- 
nation for  county  clerk  at  the  hands  of  the  democratic  party.  At 
the  ensuing  election  in  November  of  the  same  year,  he  was  elected 
by  a  majority  in  excess  of  his  party  vote. 

On  the  28th  day  of  April,  1870,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  T.  A.  Greenwood,  who  is  a  native  of  Pleasant  Plains,  Sanga- 
mon county,  Illinois.  Her  father  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  her 
mother  of  New  Jersey,  and  both  of  English  descent.  Three  children 
have  blessed  and  cemented  the  marriage,  two  of  whom  are  living, 
viz :  Nellie  M.  and  Freddie  E.  Whitmer.  In  politics  it  is  hardly 
necessarjf  to  say  that  Mr.  Whitmer  is  and  always  has  been  a 
staunch  and  reliable  democrat.  His  first  presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  Seymour  and  Blair,  in  1868,  and  since  that  time  he  has  ad- 
hered to  the  fortunes  of  that  political  organization.  He  is  a 
respected  member  of  the  honorable  order  of  A.  O.  U.  W. 

In  his  manners  Mr.  AVhitmer  is  a  kind,  genial  gentleman,  with 
a  pleasant  and  affable  address.  In  the  affiurs  of  his  office,  and  in 
the  capacity  of  county  clerk,  he  is  methodical  and  correct,  and  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  is  prompt  and  industrious.  He  is  a  good 
business  man,  and  under  his  management  the  county's  interest  will 
be  looked  after  and  attended  to  with  scrupulous  exactness.  His 
character  as  a  citizen  is  above  reproach. 
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JOHN  BOND  EICKS 

Both  brauclies  of  the  Kicks  family  are  of  English  descent,  the 
ancestors  of  whom  camo  to  America  and  settled  in  the  Carolinas 
prior  to  the  revolutionary  war.  Kichard  Ricks,  the  paternal  grand- 
father, was  a  soldier  of  the  revolution.  The  family  subsequently 
moved  to  Kentucky,  where  AVilliam  S.  Ricks,  the  father  of  the  pre- 
sent sketch,  was  born.  lie  came  to  Illinois  in  the  spring  nf  1835, 
and  settled  on  Bear  creek,  on  sect.  34,  town  12,  range  3  west,  where 
he  had  purchased  land  of  his  brother-in-law.  Col.  Thomas  P.  Bond. 
He  afterwards  entered  considerable  bodies  of  land  in  other  parts  of 
the  township  and  county.  He  remained  there  until  an  advanced 
age,  when  he  moved  to  Hillsboro,  and  subsecjuently  to  near  Spring- 
field, where  he  died  March  7th,  1873.  During  his  life  he  was  a 
prominent  man,  particularly  in  the  earh'  history  of  the  county.  He 
was  instrumental  in  having  Christian  county  stricken  oft'  He  was 
the  first  sherifl',  and  was  re  elected  for  the  seconi  term  He  also  in 
1844  represented  the  district  in  the  legislature,  and  while  a  member 
of  that  body  was  the  room-mate  and  intimate  friend  of  Lyman 
Trumbull.  He  married  Margaret  U.  Bond.  She  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  but  was  a  resident  of  Kentucky  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. She  died  in  1865.  Mr.  Ricks  afterward  married  Edith 
Gibson.  She  is  now  a  resident  of  Canton,  Kentucky.  By  the  fir.-t 
marriage  there  were  eleven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  Jolm 
B.  is  the  fifth  in  the  family,  and  was  born  in  Trigg  county,  Ken- 
tucky, near  the  Cumberland  river,  November  14th,  1833. 

He  attended  the  country  schools  of  Christian  county,  and  re- 
ceived such  instruction  as  they  could  give,  and  also  spent  one  term 
at  the  seminary  in  Mechanicsburg,  in  Sangamon  county,  and  after- 
ward entered  McKendree  College  at  Lebanon,  Illinois,  where  he 
remained  two  terms;  then  returned  home  and  engaged  in  stock 
business,  iu  which  he  became  the  most  extensive  dealer  and 
largest  shipper  in  the  county.  He  continued  in  the  business  until 
1873.  In  1865  he  was  elected  Sheriff"  of  Christian  county.  In  1860 
he  was  nominated  by  acclamation  for  the  ofiice  of  representative  in 
the  legislature,  and  in  November  of  the  same  year  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  m'ajority.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he  was  on 
several  important  committees,  among  which  was  the  committee  to 
investigate  the  Insane  Asylum  at  Jacksonville  and  other  state  insti- 
tutions. He  was  one  of  the  committee  who  accepted  the  place  for 
the  new  State-house,  and  fought  for  its  present  location.  In  1868 
he  was  elected  Circuit  Clerk.  In  1872  he  was  re-elected,  and  went 
out  of  office  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  in  1876. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1851,  he  married  Miss  Docia  B. 
Haines,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  but  a  resident  of  Sangamon  county 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Five  cliildren  have  been  born  to  them, 
all  of  whom  are  living. 

In  politics  he  is  a  democrat,  and  always  took  an  active  part  in 
local  and  state  elections.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, and  a  Knight  Templar.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
His  eldest  sou,  James  B  Ricks,  is  a  native  of  Christian  county. 
Born  December  23d,  1852.  He  received  a  good  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Christian  county,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  entered  the  Wesleyan  University  at  Bloomington,  Illinois,  where 
he  remained  until  18 — ,  when  he  returned  and  entered  the  law  ofiice 
of  Capt.  Andrew  Simpson,  of  Taylorville,  and  read  law.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1874.  As  a  lawyer  he  is  methodical, 
and  gives  evidence  of  future  usefulness  in  the  profession.  He  was 
elected  Police  JIagistrate  in  1876,  and  re-elected  iu  1S80.  He  is 
democratic  in  polities.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1872,  he  was  united  iu  marriage  to 
Miss  Pammie  Geltmacher,  of  Bloomington,  Illinois.     Five  children 
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have  been  born  to  them,  three  of  whom  are  living.     Their  names 
are  Agnes,  Carroll  and  Jesse  Jav. 


AV.  W.  ANDERSON. 
Ajioxg  the  old  and  prominent  business  men  of  Taylorville  stands 
the  name  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  Ander.son  family,  on 
the  paternal  side,  are  of  AVelsh  ancestry,  and  on  the  maternal 
Scotch-Irish.  The  ancestors  on  both  sides  came  to  America  prior. 
to  the  revolutionary  war.  George  H.  Anderson,  the  father  of 
W.  W.,  was  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812,  and  was  with  the  forces  under  command  of  General  Jackson. 
After  the  war  he  settled  in  Tennessee,  and  subsequently  removed  to 
Kentucky,  where  he  remaiued  until  1829,  when  he  came  to  Illinois, 
and  settTed  iu  ^Montgomery  count}-,  where  he  died  in  1852.  He  was 
a  carpenter  and  millwright  by  trade.  After  he  came  to  Illinois  he 
engaged  iu  farming. 

He  married  Nancy  ]\Iaun,  who  was  born  ami  raised  in  North 
Carolina.  The  marriage  took  place  while  he  was  yet  a  resident  of 
Tennessee.  There  were  twelve  children  by  this  marriage,  five  of 
whom  have  survived  the  parents.  AVilliam  AA'^.  is  the  sixth  in  the 
family.  He  was  born  in  Henderson  county,  Kentucky,  October 
25th,  1825,  and  was  in  his  fourth  year  when  his  parents  came  to 
Illinois. 

His  education  was  obtained  in  the  subscription-schools  and  in  the 
rude  log  school-houses  of  the  pioneer  age  of  Illinois.  His  advan- 
tages, therefore,  for  receiving  an  education  were  iaw,  as  compared 
with  the  present.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  entered  the 
store  of  Hon.  Hiram  Rountree,  of  Hillsboro,  and  there  commenced 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  his  business  life.  He  remaiued  in  the 
ssrvic:;  of  Mr.  Rountree  for  seven  years. 

In  March,  1851,  he  came  to  Christian  county  and  engaged  iu 
farming,  at  which  he  continued  for  three  years;  but  that  occupa- 
tion proving  uncongenial  to  his  tastes  at  the  close  of  the  third  year 
he  resumed -clerking.  He  engaged  with  D.  D.  Shumwaj',  who 
was  iu  the  general  merchandizing  business,  and  remaiued  as  a  clerk 
until  1856,  T\-hen  he  purchased  a  half-interest  in  the  store,  and  be- 
came an  equal  partner  in  the  house  and  profits.  Two  years  later 
he  purchased  ilr.  Shumway's  entire  interest,  and  continued  the 
business  with  great  success  until  1871,  when  he  sold  the  stock  and 
retired  from  the  business.  AA'hen  he  first  commenced  the  dry  goods 
and  general  trade  in  Taylorville,  he,  to  accommodate  the  public 
and  facilitate  business,  furnished  exchange,  received  deposits,  and 
did  a  private  banking  business.  This  continued  to  grow  until  it 
a.«sumed  such  importance  as  to  demand  more  time  and  almost  his 
exclu.sive  attention.  After  he  closed  out  his  stock  of  goods  he  con- 
tinued private  banking,  under  the  style  and  name  of  AV.  AV.  An- 
derson tVr  Co.,  I).  D.  Shumway  being  his  partner.  The  banking- 
house  of  this  firm  may  be  regarded  as  the  oldest  in  the  county,  and 
also  one  of  the  most  sub.stantial. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  1850,  while  yet  a  resident  of  Hillsboro, 
he  was  united  iu  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy  B  ,  daughter  of  Judge 
Hiram  Rountree,  of  the  same  place.  By  this  union  there  was  one 
child,  which  died  iu  infancy.  Nancy  B.  Anderson  died  in  January, 
1S54.  In  April,  1859,  ]\[r.  Anderson  married  Mrs.  Martha  L. 
AVright,  nee  Randle,  daughter  of  Rev.  R.  Raudle.  She  is  a  native 
of  Madison  county,  lUinoL-;,  but  was  brought  up  near  Bellville,  in 
St.  Clair  countv.  Bv  this  latter  marriage  there  have  been  five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living.  Both  Jlr.  Anderson  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  C^hurch.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber, and  one  who  contributes  lilierally  of  his  means  to  the  cause  of 
Christianity. 
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In  politics  he  civcs  his  support  to  tlio  domocTatio  parly.  His 
first  vote  was  cast  fur  Lewis  Cass  in  1842,  and  >\\irr  tliat  time 
to  the  present  he  lias  been  an  iiiiswerviiig  member  <>t  that  poli- 
tical organization.  While  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic  democrat  3-et 
he  is  not  a  politician.  His  life  has  been  too  busy  to  give  it  any 
other  attention  further  tliaii  to  exiur.-s  his  opinion  when  required, 
and  cast  his  ballot  for  his  choice.  He  is  a  respected  member  of 
many  years  standiiig  of  the  ancient  and  honorable  order  of  Free- 
masonry. 

Thus,  in  s-hort,  we  liave  given  a  biographical  sketch  of  one  of  Chris- 
tian county's  oldest  business  men.  To  a  great  extent  he  started  in  life 
unaided,  and  whatever  success  he  has  achieved,  he  attributes  to 
his  unceasing  labor,  careful  supervision  and  oversight  of  his  own 
business,  never  intrusting  the  general  run  or  details  to  any  one, 
always  keeping  his  business  well  in  hand,  and  meeting  his  obliga- 
tions promptly.  He  is  of  a  liberal  and  enterprising  spirit.  All 
enterprises  having  for  their  object  the  good  of  the  town  or  county 
receive  his  aid  and  substantial  recognition.  In  the  education  of 
youth  he  is  particularly  active,  and  fully  abreast  with  the  spirit  of 
the  age  upon  that  question.  In  his  manners  he  is  a  ])lain,  quiet 
gentleman  of  pleasant  address,  possessing  good  conversational 
powers  and  a  fund  of  good,  practical  information. 


Dr.  CALVIN  GOUDY— (Dece.\sed). 
Dr.  C,\i,vin'  Goi'DY,  a  native  of  Ohio,  was  born  during  the  war 
of  1812,  when  the  State  was  comparatively  a  wilderness,  on  the  2d 
of  June,  1814.  He  was  of  t-cotch-Irish  descent— the  son  of  Robert 
and  Jane  Goudy.  In  182G  he  emigrated  to  Indiana  with  his 
parents.  They  settled  in  Indianapolis — then  a  small  village  sur- 
rounded by  forests  and  swamps,  containing  one  church,  which 
was  Presbyterian,  of  which  Rev.  Geo.  Bush  was  pastor.  In  1832 
his  father  emigrated  to  Vandalia,  Ills.  He  accompanied  his  parents 
and  found  employment  in  the  State  printing-office  and  book-binde- 
ry for  two  years.  This  was  during  the  celebrated  Black-Hawk 
war.  The  whole  north  part  of  Illinois  was  then  uninhabited — 
Chicago  was  but  a  name,  and  the  citizens  of  the  "  Prairie  State" 
were  often  the  victims  of  savage  cruelty  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians. 
Here,  at  Vandalia,  he  put  in  type  Gov.  Reynolds'  first  message  to 
the  legislature.  The  Governor  had  a  peculiarity  of  using  the  small 
"  i"  invarialily  where  the  capital  "I"  was  proper.  Being  twitted 
about  it  in  the  presence  of  young  Calvin,  h?  replie  1  by  saying, 
"  The  fact  is,  my  predecessor  was  such  a  great  egotist  that  he  hail 
used  up  all  the  capital  '  I'.s,'  and  I  found  none  left  when  I  came 
into  the  office."  In  the  fall  of  1833  the  Doctor's  father  removed 
his  family  to  Jacksonville,  Ills.  The  family  consisted  of  the 
parents,  si.x  boys  and  three  girls.  In  January,  1834,  he  entered 
Illinois  College  and  graduated  in  18c9.  Among  his  college  mates 
were  the  late  Gov.  Richard  Yates,  Gov.  Edwards  and  Rev.  R. 
W.  Patterson,  D.  D.,  of  Chicago.  In  183.3  he  taught  school  near 
Jacksonville,  at  the  same  time  keeping  up  his  class  recitations  in 
Greek  and  Latin  in  Illinois  College.  During  his  college  career  he 
worked  part  of  the  time  in  the  printing-office  He  printed  Rev.  J. 
M,  Peck's  "Gazeteer  of  Illinois,"  in  1834,  also  "Wakefield's  His- 
tory of  the  Black-Hawk  War,"  and  ''  Goudy 's  Almanac,"  for 
several  years.  During  the  year  1837,  in  connection  with  his  brother, 
he  issued  "The  Common  School  Advocate,"  which  was  the  first 
journal  devoted  exclusively  to  the'cause  of  education  in  the  great 
North-west.  During  his  rosidence  in  Jack.sonville  he  was  on  the 
8th  of  Nov.,  1838,  one  of  the  party  in  the  first  car  behind 
the  first  iron  horse  harnessed  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississipjii, 
making  an  excursion  of  eight  miles,  from  Mcredosia    to    Morgan 


City,  HI.  He  pa.ssed  over  the  same  road  again,  now  a  link  in 
the  Waliash,  St.  Louis  and  Pacific,  on  the  Gth  of  July,  187G,  for 
the  first  time  after  a  lapse  of  thirty-eight  years.  On  that  first  ex- 
cursion were  Gen.  Joseph  Duncan,  then  Governor  of  Illinois,  Mur- 
ray McConnell  of  the  Board  of  Public  AVorks,  Col.  James  Dunlap 
and  Thomas  .lannary,  contractors  and  Iniildcrs  of  the  road,  and 
others. 

After  graduation,  he  spent  three  years  as  a  student  of  medicine, 
in  the  office  of  Drs.  Hewry  and  Merriman,  in  Springfield,  Ills.  He 
attended  his  full  course  of  lectures,  and  graduated  at  the  St.  Louis 
Medical  College  in  the  spring  of  1844.  In  May,  1844,  he  located 
as  a  physician  in  Taylorville,  Christian  county,  Ills.,  where  he  re- 
sided for  over  a  third  of  a  century,  and  at  which  place  he  died  on 
March  6th,  1877. 

This  place  he  found  an  excellent  field  for  a  young  physician — the 
county  new  and  the  people  sickly.  He  would  often  stand  on  the 
court-house  steps  and  see  herds  of  twenty  and  fifty  deer  bounding 
over  the  prairie,  within  less  than  a  mile  of  town.  Bears  and  wolves 
also  were  not  an  unusual  sight.  On  one  occasion  the  Doctor  had 
a  narrow  escape  ii-oin  a  pack  of  hungry  wolves  that  pursued  him 
at  night  across  the  jirairie.  He  practiced  his  profession  here 
successfully  for  several  3-ears,  and  being  popular,  was  in- 
duced to  enter  the  arena  of  politics,  however  against  his  better 
judgment.  In  August,  1847,  he  was  elected  Probate  Judge  for  a 
term  of  four  years.  In  1856  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature  from 
Christian  and  JMontgomery  counties,  of  which  he  was  a  very  active 
an<l  efficient  member.  To  Dr.  Calvin  Goudy  is  due  the  high  honor 
of  having  obtained  the  passage  of  the  bill  creating  the  Normal 
University,  which  has  justly  been  termed  the  "head  and  front"  of 
our  great  common  school  system.  The  Cldoayo  Times  of  July, 
1860,  in  speaking  of  the  history  of  the  Normal  University  said, 
"  The  bill  creating  the  institution  met  with  a  vigorous  opposition  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Legislature  of  18.57,  many 
being  desirous  of  establishing  a  diflf'erent  educational  .system.  But 
by  the  energetic  aid  of  such  men  as  Dr.  Goudy,  of  Christian  county 
(  wiiose  efiTorts  in  this  case  should  endear  him  to  the  heart  of  every 
lover  of  eilueation  )  the  bill  finally  pa.¥sed  by  a  majority  of  one  !  " 
And  to  him  more  than  any  other  member  do  the  agricultural  so- 
cieties of  the  State,  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  succes.sful  pas- 
sage of  the  act  granting  a  bonus  of  §100  annually  from  the  State 
to  each  society  for  their  encouragement  and  support.  He  projected 
and  introduced  a  bill  incorporating  the  Pana  and  Springfield  Rail- 
road. Dr.  Edwards,  President  of  the  Normal  University,  in  his 
decennial  address  of  June  29th,  1872,  alluding  to  the  members  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education  .said  ;  "  Next  among  the  present  in- 
cumbents comes  Dr.  Calvin  Goudy,  of  Taylorville,  Ills.,  wdio  has 
been  a  meuihsr  of  the  Board  for  many  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  legishUure  when  the  law,  establishing  the  institution,  was  passed, 
and  the  success  of  the  measure  was  largely  due  to  his  persistent 
fidelitv.  He  has  been  a  faithful  and  pains-taking  member,  patient 
in  the  inspection  of  details,  necessary  to  be  known,  and  from  which 
mo.st  men  shrink.  In  his  support  of  the  institution  he  has  been 
generous,  hearty  and  unselfish."  In  Sept.,  1848,  he  was  appointed 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Rock  Island  Medical  College,  and 
delivered  a  course  of  lectures  on  chemistry  before  a  class  of  ?ome 
eighty  students,  in  the  winter  of  1848-9.  Prof  M.  L.  Knapp,  in 
his  introductory  lecture,  delivered  Nov.  7,  1848,  at  the  opening  of 
the  winter  course,  said:  "Prof.  Goudy,  who  fills  the  chair  of  che- 
mistrv,  resides  at  Taylorville,  Ills.,  and  has  long  been  a  resident  of 
Sangamon  and  iMorgan  counties,  where  he  enjoyed  a  high  reputa- 
tion as  a  ripe  scholar  and  an  accomplished  phj'sician.  His  precep- 
tor, Dr.  Merryman  says  of  him,  'He  is  an  apt  scholar,  and  con- 
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tinues,  since  a  practitioner,  to  be  a  close  and  hard  student,  possesses 
clear  and  quick  perceptions,  is  a  youug  man  of  a  very  philosophi- 
cal turn  of  mind,  a  gentleman  in  private  life,  greatly  beloved  i'or 
his  exceedingly  many  virtues,  and  chemistry  is  his  hobby.'  "  lu 
the  spring  of  1852,  on  account  of  failing  health,  he  relinqui-^hed  liis 
profession  and  engaged  in  a  general  merchandizing  business  for 
some  nineteen  years.  Dr.  Goudy  erected  the  first  steam  mill  in 
Taylorville,  in  1850,  which  was  a  great  puljlic  benefit,  and  added 
largely  to  the  improvement  of  the  town.  His  public  spirit  led  him 
to  move  in  the  matter  of  establishing  a  great  air  line  State  road 
from  St.  Louis  to  Chicago  and  eventually  placing  thereon  a  dailv 
line  of  mail  coac'aes.  He  pr,)cured  the  enactment  of  a  l;i\v 
establishing  the  south  end  of  the  road  from  Decatur  to  St.  Ljuis, 
via.  Edwardsville.  He  and  four  others  were  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  have  the  same  located  and  surveyed.  They  met  in  De- 
catur in  May,  1847,  and  proceeded  in  the  discharge  of  their  dut}-. 
The  public  were  much  interested  in  the  proposed  road.  But  ihc 
opening  of  railroads,  soon  after,  fortunately  superseded  this  noble 
enterprise,  and  it  was,  of  course,  abandoned.  On  the  Gth  of  Sept., 
186:5,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Provost  ]\[arshall  for  Christian 
county,  by  Capt.  Wm.  M.  Fry,  Pi'ovost  Marshall  of  Tenth  Illinois 
District,  which  appointment  ho  declinefl.  In  Jan.,  1863,  he  wa? 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  as  "  Clum- 
ber of  the  State  Board  of  Education,"  i\hich  positiou  he  tilled 
honorably  for  nearly  twenty  years.  He  has  held  manj'  minor  but 
important  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  was  at 
the  time  of  his  decease  the  oldest  resident  of  Taylorville,  a  city  of 
over  3,000  inhabitants. 

He  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  first  Sabbath-school  of  Tay- 
lorville, in  1848,  and  is  the  author  of  several  works,  and  wa-s  a 
frequent  contributor  to  periodicals  ;  was  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  for  nearly  fifty  years,  a  ruling  elder  in  the  same, 
an  active  contributor  to  benevolent  movements  and  charitable 
enterprises.  He  was  a  commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  in  May,  1876,  and 
was,  for  more  than  fifty  years,  an  active  Sabbath-school  worker. 
Was  married  in  Decatur,  Ills.,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1848,  to  Miss 
Martha  A.  Mahood,  of  Cadiz,  Ohio.  Of  this  union  there  were  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  still  survive. 

The  record  of  his  life  is  complete,  and  is  that  of  a  nolile,  true  and 
good  man.  It  is  that  of  one  who,  amidst  the  toils  and  hardships  of 
our  early  history,  held  fast  his  integrity  and  manhood,  and  moulded 
upon  his  associates  the  virtues  of  his  character.  This  is  the  reward 
of  the  righteous,  and  many  arise  to  "  call  him  blessed." 


Hox.  JOHN  B  JONES. 
The  subject  of  the  following  sketch  is  the  oldest  sou  of  Samuel 
and  Sarah  Jones,  and  was  born  in  Uhricksville,  Tuscarawas 
county,  Ohio,  June  '2Sth,  1843.  He  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
farm.  His  father  being  in  moderate  circumstances  was  only  able 
to  afford  him  the  rudiments  of  an  education — such  as  are  ol)tained 
in  the  common  schools.  In  1864  his  father  moved  with  his  family 
to  Christian  county,  Illinois,  and  remained  here  a  few  years,  when 
he  removed  to  Montgomery  county.  After  the  family  came  west 
John  B.  followed  the  profe.<sion  of  school-teaching  for  several  years, 
and  taught  several  terms  in  the  public  schools  of  Taylorville. 
During  this  time  he  read  the  standard  text-books  upon  law.  He 
made  application  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1868. 
Began  the  practice  in  Nokomis,  JMontgomery  count}',  where 
he  remained  six  months  then  returned  to  Taylorville,  and  for 
one  year  was  Deputy  Circuit  C'lrrk.     At   tlio  end  of  that  time  he 


again  took  up  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  ho  has  con- 
tinued with  great  success  to  the  present.  As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Jones 
takes  front  rank  at  the  bar  of  Christian  county.  He  is  very  indus- 
trious, and  a  pains- taking  attorney.  He  is  a  clear,  logical  thinker 
and  a  goo<l  practitioner,  and  from  his  studious  and  industrious 
liabits  has  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  law.  It  may  here  be 
added  that  his  law  library  is  the  largest  and  most  c.imi)lete  in  the 
county. 

In  politics  he  has  been  a  democrat  from  boyhood  to  the  present 
time.  He  is  a  sincere  believer  in  the  idea  that  the  conservative 
principles  of  the  political  organization  to  which  he  has  given  his 
c  instant  adherence  are  best  calculated  to  serve  the  purposes  of  free 
government  and  perpetuate  our  institutions  on  the  basis  proposed 
by  the  founders  of  the  republic.  He  is  not  a  politician,  although  he 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  safe  counsellors  of  his  party,  and  is  to  a 
certain  extent  a  leader.  In  1878,  at  the  urgent  request  of  his 
friends,  he  became  the  candidate  for  theLsgislature,  and  was  elected 
representative  to  the  31st  General  Assembly  with  but  little  opposi- 
tion. While  in  that  body  he  was  a  member  of  several  important 
committees.  During  the  term  he  sustained  the  reputation  of  a 
careful  and  prudent  member,  bringing  to  the  practical  work  of  the 
house  a  large  share  of  valuable  business  experience  and  much  com- 
mon sense.  All  his  actions  were  dictated  by  a  just  view  of  the  in- 
terests of  his  constituents  and  an  honest  and  honorable  desire  to 
please  those  who  had  honored  him  with  their  suffrages.  On  the 
27th  day  of  May,  1873,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma 
A.  Price,  who  was  formerly  of  Madison  county,  Ohio.  By  thLs 
union  there  is  one  child,  a  uirl,  named  Alice. 


WILLIAM   B.   HUXDLEY 

The  suliject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch  is  a  native  of  Trigg 
county,  Kentucky.  The  family  were  originally  from  Virginia,  but 
moved  to  Kentucky  at  a  period  while  that  State  was  yet  under  a 
territorial  form  of  governinent.  J.  B.  Hundley,  the  father  of 
W.  B.,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  August  14,  179-5.  He  married 
Urath  0.  Dorsey,  who  was  born  October  5th.  1804.  in  1824  he 
removed  from  Trigg  to  Jefferson  county,  Kentucky,  and  remained 
there  until  1836,  when  he  came  to  Madison  eountv,  Illinois,  and 
settled  in  Alton,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred June  12th,  1847.  His  wife,  and  mother  of  Williaur  B.,  sur- 
vived him  twenty  years.  She  died  March  17th,  1867.  He  was  by 
profession  a  civil  engineer,  and  followed  surveying  during  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life.  He  was  also  for  a  long  time  Deputv 
IT.  S.  Marshal,  under  Harry  Wilton,  for  the  Southern  District  of 
Illinois.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  a  soldier  in  Cap- 
tain Lancaster's  conqiany.  ( )ur  subject  is  the  eldest  of  two 
children,  both  boys,  born  to  J.  B.  and  L'rath  O.  Hundley.  He 
was  born  May  19,  1823,  and  was  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  with  his  father's  family  to  Illinois ;  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  State,  receiving  such  instruction  in  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  education  as  they  could  give.  In  1837,  after  he  came 
to  Illinois,  he  entered  Shurtleff  college,  at  Upper  Alton,  where  he 
remained  several  years  and  perfected  his  educational  training. 
While  there  he  was  a  room  and  classmate  of  General  John  Pope,  of 
second  battle  of  Bull  Kun  notoriety.  In  his  cla^s  were  other  men 
who  luive  since  become  prominent  in  the  history  of  the  State  and 
nation.  After  his  retirement  from  college  he  engaged  in  farming 
in  jNIadison  couuty,  at  wliich  he  continued  until  1S67,  when  he 
came  to  Taylorville  and,  in  connection  with  .J.  M.  Ximerick,  pur- 
chased a  flouring  mill,  operated  it  and  continued  in  the  business 
until  the  spring  (if  1870.  when  he  sold  out.      During  the  summer  of 
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the  same  year  lie  was  nominated  by  the  democratic  party,  in  con- 
vention assembled,  for  the  office  of  Legislator  for  this  district,  and 
was  elected.  He  served  in  the  Legislature  of  1870-71  and  also  in 
th3  estra  se-><iou  in  the  winter  of  1871-72.  Li  1872  he  was 
elected  to  represent  the  Thirty-first  Senatorial  District  in 
the  State  Senate.  He  served  as  a  member  of  that  body  until 
1875,  when  he  resigned.  While  a  member  of  both  legislative 
bodies  he  held  the  chairmanship  of  several  important  committees. 
During  his  residence  in  Madison  county  he  was  elected  Associate 
Justice,  and  served  one  term.  It  is  from  that  office  that  he  receives 
his  title,  and  is  fiimiliarly  addressed  as  "  Judge  "  by  his  many  friends 
in  Christian  county.  In  the  summer  of  1875  he  removed  west,  and 
settled  in  Helena,  Montana  Territory,  where  he  at  present  resides. 
On  the  27th  of  December,  1847,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
America  L.  Luckett,  She  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  but  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Mechaiiicsburg,  Sangamon  county,  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. Two  children  have  been  born  to  them,  both  girls.  The 
eldest,  Willie,  is  tha  wife  of  W.  G.  Prewitt,  a  resident  of  Helena, 
Montana.  Jennie,  the  youngest,  is  the  wife  of  W.  L.  Miner,  also  a 
resident  of  the  same  place. 

In  politics  ]Mr.  Hundley  is  a  sound  democrat.  His  first  presi- 
dential vote  was  cast  for  James  K.  Polk,  in  1844,  and  at  every  sub- 
sequent national  or  State  election  he  has  uniformly  voted  that 
ticket.  He  has  been  a  member  of  Piasa  Lodge  No.  27  A.  F.  and 
A.  M.  since  March  18th,  1852.  Few  men  ever  came  to  Christian 
county  who  made  more  warm  friends  and  fewer  enemies  than  Judge 
Hundley.  His  independence  of  thought  and  action,  together  with 
his  straightforward,  plain  methods  and  views  upon  all  subjects  of 
private  or  public  policy,  soon  won  him  hosts  of  friends,  who  showed 
their  appreciation  and  esteem  for  him  and  for  his  character  as  a 
man  and  citizen  by  electing  him  to  honorable  and  responsible 
offioes.  And  it  may  here  be  added  that  in  all  positions  to  which  he 
was  elected  he  faithfully  carried  out  the  wishes  of  the  people  who 
had  honored  him  with  their  suilVaLies. 


ALBERT  G.  BAENES. 

Among  the  successful  busine.=s  men  of  Christian  county  stands 
the  name  of  Albert  G.  Barnes  The  Barnes  family  on  the  paternal 
side  were  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  Daniel  Barnes,  the  fatiier  of 
the  family,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  bookbinder 
by  trade.  He  was  largely  interested  in  the  business,  and  was,  for  a 
number  of  years,  state  binder.  Also  at  the  same  time  he  kept  a 
book  store  in  Harrisburg,  the  capital  of  the  state.  In  18.39,  he 
came  west  to  view  the  country.  He  returned  in  184(\  brought  his 
family  with  him,  and  located  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  remained 
there  until  1850,  when  he  removed  to  Decatur  and  remained  there 
until  1857  ;  he  then  came  to  Taylorville,  Christian  county,  where 
he<3ontinucd  until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  13, 18G8.  During 
his  residence  in  Springfield,  he  engaged  in  general  merchandizing. 

After  he  came  to  Taylorville,  he  was  principally  in  the  hardware 
trade,  iu  which  he  continued  until  his  death.  He  married  Margaret 
A.  Kichardson,  who  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia. She  died  in  December,  1879.  By  this  marriage  there  were 
seven  chihlren  bm-n  to  them,  four  of  wliom  have  survived  the 
parents.  Our  subject  is  the  second  in  the  family.  He  was 
born  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  September  4,  18o5.  His  education 
was  obtained  iu  the  common  schools  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  and 
ended  in  his  twelfth  year,  at  which  time  he  was  taken  into  his 
father's  store,  and  kept  there  until  his  fifteenth  year ;  at  that  age 
he  determined  to  become  a  printer,  and  with  tliis  object  in  view  he 
entered   the   office   of  the  J>ic<iliii-   Guzcite,  owned   and   edited   bv 


James  .Shoaif,  now  deceased.  In  that  office  he  helped  to  set  up 
the  first  newspaper  ever  printed  in  Macon  county.  The  printing 
business  proving  too  laborious  and  confining,  young  Barnes  re- 
mained in  the  office  but  one  year,  then  clerked  in  a  dry  goods  and 
clothing  store,  in  which  he  remained  for  four  years  longer.  In 
1855  he  came  to  Taylorville  and  opened  the  first  regular  clothing 
house  here.  His  stock  was  small  and  cousi(ierably  mixed,  and  his 
first  venture  iu  merchandizing  would  probably  have  been  '  a  total 
failure,  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  friend  in  Decatur,  who  assisted  him 
and  gave  him  a  financial  standing  until  he  could  get  a  start.  He 
attended  strictly  to  his  business,  was  saving  and  economical,  and  soon 
succeeded.  In  1865  he  began  the  fir.st  regular  grocery  and  pro- 
vision store  in  the  town.  Oue  year  later  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Calloway  in  the  business,  which  continued  for  several 
years.  In  1861  he  closed  up  the  clothing  business,  and  engaged  in 
the  general  dry  goods  trade,  in  which  he  remained  alone  until  1873, 
when  he  associated  with  him  in  the  business  William  Chamberlain. 
The  firm  of  Chamberlain  &  Barnes,  dry  goods  merchant^,  still  con- 
tinues. In  1867,  in  connection  with  Col.  John  Williams,  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  he  established  the 
Christian  county  bank.  Oue  year  later  he  purchased  Mr.  Williams' 
interest,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present,  the  banking-house  of 
A.  G.  Barnes  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  banks  of  Chris- 
tian county,  as  it  is  also  the  oldest  in  the  county. 

On  the  27th  of  August,  1861,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  jNIiss 
Henrietta  Branson,  a  native  of  Mechanicsburg,  Sangamon  Cdunty, 
Illinois.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  came  to  Illi- 
nois at  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  the  state.  There  have  been 
seven  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing— three  boys  and  two  girls.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyteiian  church.  He  is  also  an  honored  member  of  the 
order  of  A.  F.  &  A.  JI.  ^Ir.  Barnes  gives  his  adhesion  to  the  re- 
publican part)'.  His  first  vote  was  cast.iu  1856,  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont, since  which  time  he  has  acted  and  voted  with  that  political 
organization.  Iu  the  business  of  life,  Mr.  Barnes  has  been  what 
the  world  calls  a  successful  man,  which  success  he  attributes  to 
careful,  prudent  management,  economical  and  industrious  habits. 
He  never  was  a  spendthrift,  nor  )'et  does  he  stint  himself  for  any- 
thing that  can  add  to  the  health,  pleasure  or  convenience  of 
himself  or  family.  He  contributes  with  open  hand  to  all  the  calls 
of  real  charity,  and  responds  with  substantial  aid  to  all  enterprises 
of  a  public  nature  that  have  for  their  object  the  increase  of  the 
material  wealth  or  good  of  his  town  or  county. 

In  his  manners  he  is  a  pleasing  gentleman,  with  good  address 
and  easy  conversational  powers.  His  reputation  as  a  business  man 
and  citizen,  is  that  of  a  straightforward,  honorable  man.  In  his 
habits  he  is  temperate,  and  on  the  subject  of  the  traffic  of  alcoholic 
liquors,  he  is  a  prohibitionist.  In  his  later  years  he  has  given  his 
attention  to  farming  and  raising  fine  stock,  in  addition  to  his  liank- 
ing  and  mercantile  busine.-s. 


It.  W.  OPvR, 

The  present  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  was  born  in  St. 
Clairsville,  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  September  30th,  1834.  When 
he  was  two  years  of  age,  his  father  removed  to  Jefferson 
county,  in  the  same  state.  Here  he  received  his  early  education, 
in  the  Union  School,  in  Wayne  township.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, he  entered  the  Harmony  School,  at  Bloomfield,  Ohio, 
under  the  instruction  of  Prof  John  H.  Forester,  and  here  he  spent 
most  of  the  two  following  years  In  the  autumn  of  1854,  he 
removed  with  liis  father^  tamilv  to  Christian  cnuntv,  Illinois,  where 
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he  has  since  resided.  His  father,  Audrew  Orr,  died  on  Bucke)-e 
Prairie,  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  1858,  leaving  a  widow  and 
nine  children,  of  whom  K.  W.  was  the  oldest.  His  mother,  Mrs. 
Ann  Orr,  is  still  living,  and  in  her  seventieth  year.  His  religious 
training  was  of  the  Presbyterian  type,  both  his  parents  being 
devout  and  consistent  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
His  mother  is  still  an  honored  membenof  that  church  at  Pana,  her 
present  home. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Cliristian  countv,  he  engaged  in 
teaching,  which  profession  he  pursued  most  of  the  time  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  ])rivate  in 
Company  D-,  l.SOtii  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Inlautry,  on  the 
4th  of  August,  18G2.  At  the  organization  of  the  Company,  he  was 
elected  Orderly  Sergeant.  On  the  second  day  of  February,  18G4, 
he  was  pronioted  to  1st  Lieutenant,  which  position  he  filled  until 
the  11th  day  of  June,  1864,  when  he  was  commissioned  Captain. 
He  retired  from  the  army  in  February,  1865,  in  consequence  of 
the  consolidation  of  the  77th  and  1.30th  Illinois  Infantry  Regi- 
ments, thereby  causing  a  surplus  of  officers  in  both  regiments  who 
were  mustered  out.  Upon  his  return  to  private  life,  he  again 
engaged  in  teaching,  which  ho  followed  until  his  election  to  the 
office  of  Superintendent  of  County  Schools,  in  November,  1873. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  1871,  he  united  in  marriage  with  Hattie  E. 
Shumway,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Paris  Pi-ay,  and  widow  of  Z. 
P.  Shumway,  who  died  May  3d,  I860.  The  fruit  of  this  first 
marriage.  Miss  Lulu  A.  Shumway,  still  graces  her  mother's  home. 
Since  Mr.  Orr's  marriage,  four  children  have  been  born  to  him,  viz: 
Lillie,  Daisy,  Frank  and  Charlie. 

As  Superintendent  of  Schools,  he  has  labored  unceasingly  for  the 
good  of  the  schools  of  his  count}'.  In  his  eflbrts  to  raise  the 
standard  of  qualification  for  teachers,  he  has  met  with  some  opposi- 
tion, but,  in  the  main,  his  labors  have  met  with  the  hearty 
approval  of  the  intelligent  citizens  of  the  county.  In  politics,  he  is 
a  stanch  member  of  the  democratic  pai-ty.  yet,  in  his  election  to 
the  office  of  Superintendent,  he  has  alwa3's  been  largely  supported 
by  republicans,  as  well  as  democrats,  thus  showing  that  his  fitness 
for  the  position  weighed  more  with  the  people  than  party  ties. 

Financially,  Mr.  Orr  has  been  singularly  unfortunate.  A 
peculiar  train  of  circumstances  running  through  most  of  his 
business  life  has  conspired  to  keep  him  at  the  lowest  round  on  the 
ladder  leading  to  wealth.  But  with  unswerving  integrity,  and  a 
determination  to  do  what  good  he  can  in  the  world,  he  yet  looks 
forward  to  brighter  davs  to  come. 


HARVEY  C.  CHAPMAN,  M.  D., 

Is  a  native  of  North  Stonington,  Connecticut.  He  was  born  !March 
13th,  1821.  The  Chapman  family  is  an  old  one,  and  dates  back  to 
an  English  ancestry  as  far  as  the  twelfth  century.  The  name  has 
been  famous  in  the  history  of  England  in  almost  every  department 
of  learning,  science  and  art.  They  were  among  the  first  .settlers  of 
New  England,  and  the  pioneers  of  this  section  of  the  State. 

Thos.  P.  Chapman,  (born  Septendjer  12th,  1791 )  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  married  Rachel  B.  Wylie.  They  were 
both  natives  of  North  Stonington.  There  were  three  children  by 
this  union,  viz. :  Erastus  F.,  Harvey  C,  and  Harriet  N.,  wife 
of  James  L.  Grant.  In  the  year  1837,  Tho.s.  P.  Chapman  came 
with  a  colony  from  his  native  town,  and  settled  in  Cliri.stiau 
county,  then  a  part  of  Sangamon  county.  The  settlement  was 
made,  and  the  place  named  Stonington,  in  honor  of  their  native 
village  in  Connecticut.  Mr.  Chapman  entered  a  large  body  of 
land,  and  remained  in  that  vicinity  until  his  death,  which  occurred 


January  16th,  1867.  Harvey  C-  was  in  his  sixteenth  year  when 
the  family  came  to  Illinois.  He  received  a  good  common  school 
education  in  his  native  State,  which,  even  at  that  early  day,  was 
noted  for  its  excellent  and  thorough  educational  system.  He 
attended  the  primitive  schools  of  Illinois  one  season,  and  recollects 
well  the  puncheon  floors  and  greased  deer  skin  windows.  Both  he 
and  his  brother  taught  school  for  some  time.  They  both  deter- 
mined upon  adopting  the  profession  of  medicine  as  the  business  of 
their  life.  They,  therefore,  obtained  medical  books,  and  H.  C. 
Chapman  studied  under  the  direction  of  Drs.  Merryman  and 
Henry,  of  Springfield,  and  Erastus  F.  .-tudied  with  Dr.  Edwards, 
of  Edwardsville,  Illinois. 

In  1844,  Dr.  Chapman  went  to  Zanesville,  in  !Montgomei'y 
county,  Illinois,  and  was  induced  to  stay  thei'e  and  go  into  the 
practice.  He  remained  there  a  short  time,  and  then  went  to 
Audubon.  The  .Mexican  war  was  then  in  progress.  He  enlisted, 
and  was  appointed  surgeon  of  his  company.  They  oficred  their 
services  to  the  government,  but  the  quota  of  Illinois  troops  being 
full,  the  company  was  not  accepted.  He  then  settled  in  Van 
Burensburg.  After  remaining  there  a  short  time,  he  went  to 
Greenville,  and  from  there  was  induced  to  go  to  Nauvoo,  where 
he  remained  in  the  practice  for  five  years.  The  cholera  then 
broke  out  in  Chicago,  and  was  raging  with  great  violence.  The 
doctor  having,  after  great  research  and  labor,  discovered,  as  he 
believed,  a  specific  and  certain  cure  for  that  dreaded  disease,  deter- 
mined to  go  to  Chicago  and  fully  test  his  remedies,  relieve  the 
distres.sed,  and  save  the  lives  of  the  citizens.  Finding  his  cholera 
cure  all  he  had  hoped  for  it,  and  a  much  wider  field  for  the 
practice  of  his  proie.ssion,  he  remained  there,  and  continued  in 
practice  for  nine  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  back  to 
Christian  county,  and  in  the  year  1870  became  a  resident  of 
Taylorville,  and  has  remained  here  until  the  present  time.  In 
January,  1850,  he  married  Rhoda  Welch.  She  was  a  native  of 
Erie  county,  N.  Y.  She  died  in  1853.  Two  children  were  born 
to  them,  viz:  a  son,  Herbert,  and  a  daughter,  Elzora,  wife  of 
William  Partrage,  now  a  resident  and  farmer  of  AVilsonville, 
Farue.9s  count}',  Nebr.aska.  On  the  1st  of  March,  1857,  he  married 
Miss  Emily  C.  Butler.  She  is  a  native  of  New  York,  but  was  a 
resident  of  Lockport,  Will  county.  111.,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  them,  one  living,  named  Frances 
M. ;  Gilbert  E.  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Dr.  Chapman  has  given  the  best  and  larger  part  of  his  life  to 
the  study  of  his  chosen  profession.  His  industry,  research  and 
experience,  have  brought  their  reward  ;  not  in  the  accumulation  of 
great  wealth,  but  in  the  discovery  and  admixture  of  compounds, 
that  have  brought  relief  to  suffering  humanity  wherever  they  have 
been  introduced.  His  medical  discovery  known  as  the  "  King  of 
Oils" — the  great  specific  for  bronchitis,  diphtheria,  croup,  and  all 
affections  of  the  throat,  breast  or  kidneys,  or  for  rheumatism — has 
no  equal  within  the  rang?  of  the  miteria  medica.  Its  wo:jderful 
properties  and  healing  powers  cannot  be  properly  appreciated  until 
tried.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  here  add  our  mite  of  praise,  and 
speak  of  it  from  experience,  and  say  that  its  curative  properties  are 
most  wonderful  indeed.  His  "  Cholera  Balm  "  is  also  a  wonderful 
medical  preparation,  but  not  of  .such  universal  use  as  the  "  King  of 
Oils."     In  cases  of  severe  cramping,  it  cures  almost  instantaneously. 


Major  THOMAS  LONG.— (Deceased). 
It  is  fitting  that  in  a  liistory  of  Christian  county,  proper  mention 
should  be  made  of  him  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.     Major  Long 
was  the  youngest  son  of  a  family  of  eleven  cliildren.      In  1794,  the 
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family  removed  to  Nelson  county,  Keiituek}',  whore  both  parents 
remained  until  their  deallis.  He  was  born  iu  Nelson  county, 
Kentucky,  May  (!,  1705.  His  father,  James  Long,  was  a  native 
of  Culpeper  county,  Viriiiiiia.  He  married  Elizabeth  Griffin.  In 
his  youth,  he  learned  the  tanner's  trade,  and  followed  that  business  fur 
many  years.  He  remained  in  Kentucky  until  1829,  then  nicjved 
to  Illinois  and  settled  on  Lick  Creek,  in  Sangamon  county,  where 
he  remained  until  1835,  whm  he  removed  to  Rochester  and  resided 
there  until  the  winter  of  1850,  when  he  came  to  Taylorville,  Chris- 
tian countv,  and  engaged  in  hotel  business,  in  which  he  continued 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  July  lo,  1S75.  On  the  4th  of  Feb- 
ruary', 1819,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Annie  HurFoutt.  She  is 
a  native  of  Chittenden  county,  Vermont.  She  was  born  February 
14,  1801.  Her  father,  Joseph  Hurlbutt,  died  before  she  was  born. 
Her  mother  afterwards  married  George  Ilawley.  By  this  marriage 
there  were  six  daughters  and  three  sons.  The  Hawlcy  family  left 
Vermont  Septenilier  II,  1810.  ami  canje  to  ( )hio,  and  remained 
over  wiiitrr  in  Cincinnati.  In  ]Mareli,  1817,  they  went  into 
Kentucky,  and  settled  in  Caldwell  count)',  where  the)'  remained 
until  the  death  of  ]Mr.  and  Mr.«.  Hawley.  Mrs.  Long  was  a  resident 
of  that  county  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  There  were  born  to 
Thomas  and  Annie  Long  nine  children,  si.x;  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
Their  names  are;  Matthew  C  ;  John  H.  died  in  his  twentieth  year, 
James  G.  who  is  now  a  clerk  in  the  Folding  DcpartuHiil,  (  apitol 
building,  Washington,  D.  C.  ;  William  (A  who  died  in  his  fdurth 
year,  Thomas  W.,  George  W.,  Elizabeth  Ann,  wife  of  Charles  Jlan- 
iiers ;  Benjamin  F.  and  Francis  M.  Long.  The  latter  enlisted 
during  the  late  war,  and  was  elected  Captain  of  Co.  "  G."  41st  Regt. 
Illinois  Volunteers.  He  was  afterward  promoted  Major  of  the 
regiment.  He  was  wounded  in  a  skirmish,  after  the  battle  of  Jack- 
son, Miss.,  and  died  three  days  later  from  the  effect  of  his  wounds. 
During  the  Black  Hawk  war  in  1831-2,  Major  Long  raised  a  com- 
pany of  soldiers  in  Sangamon  county  for  the  service.  He  was  elected 
captain.  Afterwards,  the  company  increased  to  a  battalion,  and  he 
was  elected  major.  This  is  where  he  received  the  title  of  Major,  a 
name  by  which  he  was  ever  afterwards  familiarly  addressed.  In 
his  life  Major  Long  was  an  ardent  democrat  of  the  old  Jefl'er.sonian 
and  Jackson  school  of  politics.  Although  not  a  politician  in  the 
strict  sense  of  the  word,  as  he  would  not  accept  an  office,  yet  he 
took  a  lively  interest  in  all  political  contests,  and  exerted  consider- 
able influence  for  the  principles  of  the  political  organization  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  Early  in  life  he  attached  himself  to  the 
southern  wing  of  the  M.  E  Church.  From  the  older  residents  of 
Taylorville  we  gather  the  information  that  iMajor  Long  in  his  life 
and  residence  liere  was  a  warm-hearted  man,  full  of  generous  im- 
pulses, but  unyielding  in  his  disjio^itinns  and  opinions  when  he 
thought  and  believed  he  was  in  the  right.  Of  a  strictly  homst  and 
honorable  nature  he  expected  of  others  a  corresponding  disposition. 
His  wife  still  survives  him.  She  has  passed  the  scriptural  time 
allotted  to  humanity  to  live,  but  now  while  in  her  eightieth  year, 
she  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  and  bids  fair  tn  live  and  clwer  her  friends 
for  manv  vears  to  come. 


Dr.  JOSEPH  H.  KITZMILLER. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Eastern  Tennessee,  ^lay 
27,  1849.  He  is  of  German  descent.  M.  V.  Kitzmiller,  his  father, 
is  a  Baptist  minister  of  many  years  standing.  He  moved  with  his 
family  to  Ciirard,  Jlaeonpin  county,  Illinois,  in  1856;  where  Ik; 
organized  the  first  Baptist  church  in  that  place  and  became  the 
pastor,  and  from  th;it  time  to  the  present  luis  lived  there  and 
i'enniiiuil  in  clnirge  of  tin-  I5:i|iti^l  rrgnnizatinn.      Ilr  niarriid  Mnrv 


Crouch,  aljo  a  native  of  Tonncs.sec.  The  doctor  is  the  second  in  a 
family  often  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living.  He  early  deter- 
mined to  adopt  the  profession  of  medicine  as  the  business  of  his  life, 
and  therefore,  while  yet  a  young  man,  entered  the  office  of  Dr. 
Fountain  Jones,  of  (iirard,  and  read  the  standard  text  books  upon 
Anatomy  and  Materia  iledica.  After  attending  lectures  in  1871-2, 
he  began  the  practice  as  a  physician  in  White  Oaks,  Montgomery 
county,  Illinois.  He  remained  there  one  year,  then  removed  to 
Pana,  Christian  county,  practiced  his  profession  for  two  years, 
arid  came  to  Tayhu'ville,  Illinois,  where  he  has  resided  and 
continued  the  practice  to  the  present.  Since  his  residence  in  Tay- 
lorville, he  has  attended  lectures  in  Hahnemann  Medical  College, 
of  Chicago,  and  graduated  from  that  institution   with   the  degree 

of  yi.  D. 

On  the  27th  of  JMay,  1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  ]\I.  Bray,  a  native  of  (_>lno,  liut  a  resident  of  Pana  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  them,  a 
boy  and  a  girl.  Their  mimes  are  Hardy  W.  and  Amy  M.  Kitz- 
miller. He  is  an  honored  member  of  the  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  brethren,  temperate  in  his  habits, 
anil  a  strong  worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance.  Dr.  Kitzmiller 
belongs  to  the  school  of  Homeopathy,  is  a  good  practical  physician, 
well  learned  in  the  science  of  medicine,  and  has  a  daily  increasing 
practice.  He  is  charitable  at  heart,  being  ever  ready  to  lend  the  aid 
of  his  .skilful  hand  to  the  needy  when  in  distress. 


AVILLIAM  M.  PROVINE. 

The  subject  of  the  following  biographical  sketch  is  a  native  of 
Illinois.  He  was  born  in  McDonough  county,  August  22d,  1841. 
The  ancestry  of  the  family  on  the  paternal  side  is  Irish.  The 
family  removed  at  an  early  day  from  Kentucky  to  the  North- 
western territory,  afterward  the  state  of  Indiana,  where  William 
Provine,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was  a  surveyor,  and  where  in 
1816  his  son,  William  Provine,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born.  The  father,  William,  came  to  Illinois  in  1836, 
anil  settled  in  McDonough  county,  where  he  remained  until  1846, 
when  he  removed  to  Vermont,  iu  Fulton  county,  where  he  still  re- 
lic married  Paulina  Srott,who  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  of 
Irish  descent.  Her  ancestors  settled  iu  the  Carolinas  prior  to  the 
revohitionary  war,  and  took  part  iu  the  struggle  for  independence. 
William  ]M.  is  the  .second  in  a  family  of  eleven  children.  In  his 
yontli  he  received  a  good  English  education  in  the  common  schools. 
In  the  year  1862,  when  in  his  twenty-first  year,  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  fa-  threi'  years  in  Comjiany  B,  84th  Regiment  Illinois 
Volunteers,  and  on  the  organization  of  the  company  was  elected 
sergeant,  and  was  promoted  to  tlie  1st  sergeantcy  in  November, 
1862,  and  was  mustered  as  1st  Lieutenant  Nov.  18th,  1863.  The 
S4th  regiment  was  recruited  and  made  up  in  what  is  known  as  the 
"  JMilitary  Tract,"  and  was  under  the  connnand  of  Col.  Waters,  and 
served  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland.  The  first  severe  engage- 
ment and  general  battle  in  which  the  regiment  participated  was  at 
Stone  river,  where  they  lost  over  one-half  of  the  number  engaged. 
On  the  20th  of  July,  1864,  Lieut.  Provine  was  captured  in  front  of 
Atlanta  while  on  the  picket  line,  and  taken  as  a  pri.soner  of  war  to 
IMacon  and  thence  to  Charleston,  and  while  there  he  was  one  of  the 
olficers  who,  in  the  fall  of  1864  at  the  bombardment  of  that  city, 
was,  among  others,  placed  under  fire  from  the  Union  guns.  From 
Charleston  he  was  taken  to  Columbia,  then  to  Goldsboro,  and  from 
there  to  Wilmington,  when  they  were  exchanged  on  the  1st  of 
Mnrrh,  1SI!5.      llr  lluu  rctiinvd  hnnie  i>n   a   tliirlv  dins'  furlonch, 
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at  the  expiration  of  which  ho  reported  by  orders  at  Beuton  bar- 
raclcs,  at  !St.  Louis,  where  he  was  detailed  as  adjutant  of  jiaroled 
prisoners  until  mustered  out  Ma}',  I8G0. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  service  he  returned  liome  and  went 
to  Albion,  Michigan,  where  he  attended  Mayhew's  Coramercial  Col- 
lege. After  finishing  the  course  he  received  a  position  as  instructor, 
and  continued  thus  employed  for  two  years.  He  also  in  his  leisure 
hours  read  the  standard  text-books  upon  law.  In  18G7  he  returned 
to  Illinois,  and  entered  the  law  office  of  Palmer  &  Hay,  at  Spring- 
field, and  continued  his  studies  until  18G8,  when  he  was  admitted 
to  the  practice.  In  the  winter  of  the  same  year  he  came  to  Taylor- 
ville  and  began  the  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  remained  one  year, 
and  then  upon  the  organization  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  Galesburg,  Illinois,  he  was  elected  cashier,  a  position  which 
he  accepted  and  creditably  filled  until  Nov.,  1871,  when  he  resigned, 
and  soon  after  returned  to  Taylorvilie  and  began  anew  the  profes- 
sion of  law,  and  has  continued  in  it  to  the  present.  As  a  lawyer 
Mr.  Provine  is  methodical  and  logical,  and  bears  tlie  reputatimi  of 
being  a  safe  counsellor,  and  a  careful,  diligent,  and  capable  attorney, 
giving  his  attention  principally  to  commercial  law  and  chancery 
cases. 

In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  His  first  vote  was  east  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  for  President,  while  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Columbia, 
South  Carolina.  As  a  matter  of  eour.se  it  was  informal,  but  it  was 
his  political  sentiments  then,  and  the  succeeding  years  liave  not 
changed  his  views. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  186!.),  he  married  Miss  !Mai-y  Murray,  a  resi- 
dent of  Vermont,  Fulton  county,  Illinois.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


1);:.  LY.AEAX  B.  SLATER. 

The  Slater  family  on  both  the  maternal  and  [)ateinal  sides  is 
of  English  ancestry.  Jay  Slater,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  He  came  west  in  1824  and 
settled  in  Sangamon  count}',  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  central 
Illinois.  He  died  in  July,  1800.  "While  a  resident  of  Sangamon 
county  he  married  Lucretia  Carman.  She  was  born  and  raised  in 
the  state  of  New  York.  Her  family  came  to  Illinois  about  the 
same  time  that  the  Slater  i'aniily  did,  and  were  also  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Sangamon  county.  Sh'e  died  in  September,  1853.  There 
were  six  children  in  the  family.  James  H  Slater,  present  United 
States  Senator  from  Cregon,  is  the  eldest  son,  and  the  subjeet  of  this 
sketch  is  the  second  sou  in  the  family. 

Lyman  B.  Slater  was  born  in  Sangamon  county  August  7th, 
1828.  He  obtained  a  fair  common  school  education  in  the  schools 
of  Sangamon  county  and  in  the  High  School  of  Springfield.  He 
worked  upon  his  father's  farm  until  his  nineteenth  year,  when  he 
taught  school,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  conunenced  studying 
medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  AN'illiam  Jayne,  of  Springfield, 
which  he  continued  until  the  winter  of  18-j1-2,  when  he  attended 
lectures  in  the  Missouri  Medical  University  at  St.  Louis,  and  in  the 
following  spring  commenced  the  practice.  In  the  winter  of  1854  he 
again  entered  the  above-named  institution,  and  graduated  there- 
from with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  February  27th,  1855.  In  the  spring 
of  1852,  as  an  undergraduate,  he  commenced  the  iiractice,  locating 
in  Mt.  Auburn,  and  remaining  there  until  alter  his  gra<luation. 
He  then  went  to  Rochester,  Sangamon  county,  and  continued  in  the 
practice  there  until  1868,  when  he  came  to  Grove  city,  and  in  1870 
came  to  Taylorvilie,  and  has  continued  here  up  to  the  present. 

In  1853  he  married  Angeline  Bodkins,  a  resident  of  this  county. 
She  fell  a  victim  to  the  cholera  in  1854.     On  the  4th  of  October, 


1855,  he  married  Mi.ss  Sarah  Stockwell,  a  native  of  Ohio,  but  a 
resident  of  St.  Louis  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Nine  children 
are  the  fruits  of  this  union,  six  of  whom  are  living.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  but  he  takes  no  part  in  polities 
further  than  to  express  his  preference  in  the  right  of  suffrage.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  ancient  and  honorable  order  of  Freemasonry. 
Dr.  Slater  belongs  to  the  regular  school  of  medicine,  and  in  its 
pi-aotice  has  been  very  successful.  He  bears  the  reputation  of  a 
Christian  gentleman  and  an  honorable  man. 


HARRY  CHENEY 
W.\s  born  in  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  November  30th,  1842.  His 
father,  Abraham  Cheney,  was  born  and  raised  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  removed  to  Ohio  in  1824,  and  remained  there  until  1848,  when 
he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Sangamon  county  and  engaged  in 
farming.  There  he  remained  until  1870,  when  he  came  to  Christian 
county,  and  now  lives  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  married 
Jeannette  Evans,  who  was  ahso  born  and  reared  in  Penn.sylvania. 
She  died  September  £6,  1875.  By  this  marriage  there  were  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  liviug — four  girls  and  two  sons.  The 
two  sons  that  died  had  reached  maturity,  married  and  left  families. 
Harry  Cheney  is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  In  his  youth, 
he  attended  the  cjumion  schools  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  and 
received  a  good  education.  From  there  he  went  to  St.  Louis  and 
attended  commercial  school,  and  after  that  entered  the  post-office 
at  St.  Louis  as  clerk.  He  remained  in  that  capa  ity  for  four  years, 
after  which  he  received  the  appointment  as  deputy  marshal  for  St. 
Louis  county.  He  acceptably  filled  that  position  for  two  and  a 
half  years,  when  he  returned  to  Springfield,  Illinois  and  engaged 
in  the  drug  business,  in  which  he  continued  for  several  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1870  he  came  to  Christian  county  and  commenced 
farming,  and  to  the  present  time  he  remains  so  engaged.  In  politics 
he  has  always  been  a  democrat,  or  since  he  cast  his  first  vote, 
which  was  for  Gen.  George  B.  ]MeClellan  for  president,  in  1864.  He 
has,  since  then,  voted  and  acted  with  the  jiartv  of  his  first  choice. 
He  is  an  lionored  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  belongs 
to  Mystic  L:)dge,  No.  64. 

In  the  springof  1830  he  became  the  democratic  candidate  for  the 
office  of  supervisor  of  Taylorvilie  township,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  He  is  a  young  man,  full  of  pu.sh,  enterprise 
and  sound  sense,  and  will  serve  his  constituents  in  a  creditable  man- 
ner. In  his  manners  he  is  a  genial  aud  sociable  gentleman,  and  in  his 
intercourse  and  business  with  men,  he  is  honest,  capable  and  reliable. 
Such  is  the  verdict  of  tho-e  who  have  kncjwn  him  for  manv  years. 


ABNER  BOND. 

The  Bond  familv  on  the  paternal  siile  are  of  English  ancestry. 
John  Bond,  the  father  of  Abner  Boml,  was  born  in  Bedford 
county,  Virginia  He  nu)ved  to  Ohio  in  the  year  1800,  and 
remained  there  until  1838,  when  he  removed  to  ^Vayne  county, 
Indiana,  where  he  died  in  April,  1876.  He  married  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Millan. She  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  She  is  still  living  on 
the  old  homestead,  in  Wayne  county.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
John  and  Elizabeth  Bond,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Abner  is  the 
fourth  in  the  family.  He  was  boru  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  Aug. 
11,  1832.  His  youth  was  passed  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  in  the 
common  scliools  of  Indiana  he  received  a  good  education  in  the 
common  branches.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered  a  grocery 
store  in  Indiana  as  clerk.     He  remained  there  one  year,  when  he 
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commenced  the  business  of  clock  peddling.  lie  sold  clocks  and 
attended  to  the  collections  ibr  tiie  same  for  fifteen  years.  He 
traveled  in  that  line  of  business  over  the  states  of  Illinoi.s,  Indiana, 
Ohio,  Missouri,  and  portions  of  Kau.sas  and  Iowa.  In  1862  he  came 
to  Christian  county,  Illinois,  and  purchased  land.  Since  that  time 
this  county  has  practically  been  his  home. 

He,  however,  was,  for  one  year,  a  resident  of  Missouri.  In  ISOS 
he  purchased  a  sectiim  of  land,  which  he  still  retains,  west  and  ad- 
joining the  section  upon  which  the  village  of  Willey  now  stands. 
Since  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county,  his  principal  business 
has  been  larming,  trading,  and  shipping  stock,  in  which  he  has 
been  quite  successful.  His  residence  in  the  count}' dates  from  1<S52. 
He  made  his  brother's  residence,  A.  D.  Bond,  of  Buckhart  town- 
ship, his  home  while  he  was  traveling  in  the  clock  business. 

On  the  loth  of  April,  1870,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  E.  Hall.  She  was  born  in  Sangamon  county,  Illinois. 
She  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  Dickson  Hall,  who  was  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Christian  county.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
them — two  bo3's  and  two  girls.  Mrs.  Bouil  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Bond  is  an  ardent  republican.  He  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  1800,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present,  has  acted  and  voted  with  the  party  of  his  first  choice.  He 
is  among  the  prominent  and  representative  men  in  this  community, 
and  haiTserved  his  towu.ship  in  the  capacity  of  supervisor  for  five 
successful  terms.  He  was  chairman  of  that  body  for  several  years. 
As  an  official  he  looked  carefully  after  the  interests  of  his  county 
and  localit}',  and  was  a  prudent  and  pains-taking  officer.  In  tliis 
community,  where  he  has  long  resided,  none  are  more  respected  f  )r 
their  worth  as  a  man  and  citizen  than  Abner  Bimd.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  honorable  order  of  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


N.  DOUGLAS  HICKS. 
Among  the  pioneers  and  early  settlers  of  Christian  couutv  was 
W.  S.  Ricks,  fatlier  of  the  present  sketch.  He  settled  in  what  is 
now  known  as  Bear  Creek  township  as  early  as  1835,  four  years 
prior  to  the  organization  of  the  county.  Both  branches  of  the 
Ricks'  family  are  of  English  descent.  Their  ancestors  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  the  Carolinas  at  a  time  anterior  to  the  rev- 
olution. They  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  that  memora- 
ble struggle  for  independence.  The  famil}'  subsequently  removed 
to  Kentucky,  where  Mr.  Ricks  was  born.  After  he  came  to  Illinois 
lie  engaged  in  farming.  LTpon  the  organization  of  the  county  he 
was  elected  its  first  sheriff.  He  also  filled  other  important  positions 
and  represented  this  district  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  married 
Margaret  Bond,  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  B\'  this  marriage 
there  were  eleven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  He  was  born  in 
Bear  Creek  township,  March  7th,  184G.  His  youth  was  passed 
upon  the  farm  and  in  attending  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood  in 
the  winter  mouths.  As  he  advanced  to  manhood  he  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  a  short  time  and  clerking  in  a  store.  From  1804 
to  1867  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  in  the  stock  business.  In  1809 
he  commenced  the  Title  Abstract  business.  In  1870,  '71  and  '72 
he  was  Deputy  Circuit  Clerk  under  his  brother,  John  B.  Ricks. 
During  this  time  he  acquired  a  knowledge  and  familiarity  with  the 
records  of  the  county,  which  induced  him  to  adopt  as  a  business 
the  making  of  Title  Abstracts.  After  a  careful  investigation  of  the 
diflPerent  systems  he  concluded  that  "W.  A.  Barnes's  was  the  best, 
and  accordingly  adopted  it  and  worked  up  a  set  of  records  upon 
that  plan.     The  success  which  hivs  attended  him  justifies  the  wisdom 


of  his  choice.  No  more  complete  or  reliable  title  abstract  records 
can  be  found  anywhere.  He  soon  after  added  the  loan  business 
and  general  conveyancing.  In  1873  he  was  appointed  Notary 
Public,  and  in  1877  was  reappointed.  On  the  21st  of  December, 
186"),  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  E.  G.  and  Margaret 
Spencer,  of  Marion  county,  Mis.souri.  Six  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  two  of  whom  are  living. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ricks  is  a  sound  democrat  and  in  thorough  ac- 
cord with  the  principles  of  his  party.  He  is  a  respected  member  of 
the  ancient  and  honorable  order  of  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  Mr.  Ricks  in 
his  manners  is  an  agreeable  and  courteous  gentleman,  of  a  genial 
disposition  and  very  popular  among  the  citizens  of  his  county, 
■where  he  has  been  long  and  favorably  known.  In  May,  1880,  he 
received  the  uomiuation  for  Circuit  Clerk  from  the  democratic 
party. 

F.  M.  MINNIS 
Was  liiirn  on  section  1,  town  13,  range  3  west,  Cliristian  county, 
November  3,  1832.  His  father,  James  Minuis.  was  a  native 
of  Christian  county,  Ky.  The  family  were  originallv  from  Louisi- 
ana. The  Minnis  family  came  to  Christian  county  in  1828,  and 
purchased  land  of  Dr.  Alex.  Ralston  in  the  section  above  named, 
and  remained  there  until  the  death  of  the  father  in  1857.  He 
married  Hester  Ann  Outhouse.  She  was  also  a  native  of  Christian 
county,  Ky.  She  died  in  1873.  There  were  ten  children,  five  boys 
and  five  girls — all  of  whom  reached  maturity.  Nine  are  yet  living. 
John  R.  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  was  a  member  of 
Cj.  "A"  115th  regiment,  Illinois  Infantry.  He  died  while  the 
regiment  was  at  Camii  Butler,  from  a  congestive  chill  and  lack  of 
proper  medical  treatment.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fourth 
in  the  family.  He  attended  the  public  or  subscription  schools  of 
his  neighborhood  and  received  instruction  in  the  common  branches. 
His  education  was  limited,  yet  he  has  been  able  to  conduct  business 
in  a  methodical  way  and  in  a  .sj'stematic  manner.  He  remained  at 
home  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  hired  to  work  on  the 
farm  for  his  neighbor,  Joel  Potts.  He  worked  for  him  two  years,  when 
his  father  entered  forty  acres  of  land,  the  same  upon  which  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Minnis  now  stands.  He  then  purchasetF forty  acres  more 
adjoining,  and  gave  it  to  F.  M.,  who  had  the  privilege  of  paying 
for  it  at  the  cost  price,  which  he  in  the  course  of  time  was  able  to  do. 
He  commenced  its  improvement  in  1853.  During  this  time  he  still 
boarded  with  Mr.  Potts.  In  1855,  he  purchased  sixty  acras  more, 
and  to  this  he  has  added  until  now  he  owns  a  large  tract,  all  of 
which  is  well  improved  and  under  good"  cultivation.  On  the  3d  of 
December,  1857,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  George. 
Her  father,  Johu  George,  is  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  came  with 
his  father  to  this  state  while  yet  a  youth.  Mrs  Minnis'  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Ann  Bohaunon.  She  was  a  resident  of 
Christian  county  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  There  have  been  nine 
children  Imrn  to  F.  M.  and  Jane  Minnis,  eight  of  whom  are  living. 
J(jlin  William,  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy;  Henry  Oscar,  Matilda 
Josephine,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Alpheus  Sylvester,  Eddie  Elbert, 
Thonms  Theodore,  Willie  and  Carrie  May,  are  all  yet  at  home. 
Mrs  Minuis  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  In  politics  Mr. 
Minnis  is  a  democrat,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  James  Buchanan 
in  1850,  since  which  time  ho  has  been  a  member  of  the  party.  He 
is  not  a  politician  only  so  far  as  to  exercise  his  right  of  suffrage. 
He  has  been  assessor  for  his  township  several  terras.  Farming  and 
stock-raising  has  been  his  principal  occupation  through  life,  except 
from  1875  to  1878,  during  which  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  mill- 
ing business  in  Pana,  Illinois.  In  the  latter  year  he  moved  back  to 
his   fiirm,   and    has    remained  there  to  tlie  present.      IMr.  IMinnis 
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lias  beeu  a  successful  farmer,  wliich  is  attributable  to  his  iiidustr}-, 
good  business  tact  and  manner  of  doing  business.  In  the  neiglibor- 
hood,  and  whereever  l;uown,  he  is  regarded  as  an  honest,  u|)riglit 
and  fair-dealina:  man  wliosc  word  is  as  good  as  liis  bond. 


CxEOKGE  WAGONER. 
The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  is  a  native  of  Illinois.  The  "Wagoner 
family  came  originally  from  Virginia,  and  were  the  pioneers  of  two 
States,  viz:  Ohio  and  Illinois.  George  Wagoner,  the  grandfather, 
was  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  \vas  born  February  24,  1779,  anil 
was  a  brave  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  moved  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, where  he  married  Juda  Worstbaugh.  She  was  born  Novem- 
ber 29th,  1798,  and  dieil  in  Sangamon  count}',  Illinois,  January 
3d,  1862.  Mr.  Wagoner  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  until  1821,  when  he  brought  his  family  to  Illinois  and 
settled  in  Sangamon  county,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Dec.  24th,  1863.  There  were  eleven  children 
born  to  George  and  Juda  Wagoner,  ten  of  whom  are  still  living. 
There  are  descended  from  them  seventy-eight  grandchildren  that 
are  now  living.  Ozias,  the  father  of  the  present  sketch,  was  born 
in  Ohio,  March  12th,  1814.  John  AVagoner,  the  brother  of  Ozias 
and  eldest  .sou,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Ozias  moved 
to  Menard  county,  to  a  place  two  miles  and  a-half  north  of  Peters- 
burg. He  was  a  resident  there  during  the  years  1831,  '32,  and 
recollects  well  the  "Deep  Snow."  He  afterwards  came  back  to 
Sangamon  county,  where  he  continued  farming  until  1858,  when  he 
came  to  Christian  county  and  settled  in  South  Fork  township, 
where  he  purchased  land.  Two  years  later  he  sold  out  and  removed 
to  Buckhart  township,  and  remained  there  until  1874,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Sangamon  county,  where  he  is  at  present.  He 
married  Rebacca  Jane  Shephard,  February  16th,  1837.  She  was 
born  September  17th,  1817.  She  was  a  sister  of  James  Shephard, 
who  was  for  a  number  of  years  assessor  and  collector  of  Springfield, 
but  belter  known,  liowever,  for  his  connection  with  the  early  jour- 
nalism of  Illinois — a  business  in  which  he  still  continues  in  Iowa. 
Rebecca  J.  Wagoner  died  October  27th,  1847,  while  a  resident  of 
Menard  county.  On  the  12th  of  February,  1848,  Mr.  Wagoner 
married  Hannah  Leonard.  She  was  born  February  16th,  1828, 
and  still  survives.  By  the  latter  marriage  there  are  two  children. 
By  the  first  there  were  five.  George  is  the  eldest  son  by  the  first 
marriage.  He  was  born  in  Sangamon  county,  January  12th,  1838. 
His  education  was  obtained  in  the  subscription  schools  of  Sangamon 
and  Menard  counties.  His  mother  dying  while  he  was  yet  young, 
he  was  placed  in  charrre  of  his  uncle;  then  with  Dr.  Allen,  of  Peter?- 
burg,  with  whom  he  remained  several  years  ;  he  was  then  sent  to 
Springfield,  and  lived  with  T.  V.  Owens,  who  was  in  the  drug  trade. 
He  worked  in  the  store,  did  chores,  went  to  school  during  the 
winter  months,  and  afterwards  lived  with  H.  P.  Cone,  who  was  in 
the  livery  business,  and  from  there  returned  home,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  war  broke  out.  On  the  25th  of  June,  1861,  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  B.,  afterwards  a  part  of  the  11th 
Missouri  Regiment.  The  company  was  organized  in  Springfieldi 
Illinois,  but  the  quota  of  Illinois  troops  being  full  the  company 
went  to  St.  Louis  and  entered  the  State  service  for  thirty  da_\s, 
after  which  they  were  regularly  transfeiTed  to  the  United  States 
service.  For  six  months  after  their  organization  they  were  known 
as  the  1st  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteers.  Colonel  Bayles  was  the 
first  colonel.  He  was  afterwards  dishonorably  discharged  from  the 
service,  and  Captain  Plummer  was  appointed  colonel.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Colonel  Mower,  of  whom  it  may  be  said  that  no  braver 
man  ever  breathed  or  displayed  more  dauntless  courage  in  the  face 
of  foe  than  he.  The  regiment  went  to  Cape  Girardeau,  and  after- 
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wards  joined  Pope's  Arm_v  of  the  Mi-ssissippi.  It  received  its  first 
baptism  of  fire  at  Frederick.sburg,  Missouri.  It  was  brigaded  witli 
the  8th  Wisconsin,  5th  JNIinnesota,  47th  Illinois  regiments,  and 
comprised  and  was  known  as  the  "Eagle  Brigade,"  from  the  fact  of 
the  8th  Wisconsin  having  the  famous  live  eagle  known  as  "  Old 
Abe,"  who  accompanied  the  regiment  in  all  of  their  marches  and 
was  present  in  every  battle  in  which  they  were  engaged.  His 
shrill  scream  could  be  heard  above  the  roar  of  cannon  and  din  of 
musketry  as  he  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  brave  command  through 
many  a  hard-fought  battle.  While  the  regiment  was  under  Pope's 
command  they  took  part  in  the  fight  at  New  Madrid  and  capture 
of  Island  No.  10,  after  which  they  went  to  Tiptonville  to 
silence  the  batteries  and  keep  the  rebel  gunboats  from  coming  up 
the  river.  To  this  brigade  was  attached,  for  a  long  time,  Spoors' 
2d  Iowa  and  Dees'  3d  Michigan  batteries.  From  Tiptonville  the 
command  was  ordered  to  Fort  Pillow.  During  their  stay  there  the 
Shiloh  battle  occurred.  They  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  Cairo,  and 
from  there  up  the  Tennessee  river  to  Shiloh,  where  Pope's  entire 
army  joined  Halleck's  forces.  From  there  they  went  and 
fought  the  battle  of  Farmington,  and  then  moved  out  and  occupied 
the  battle-ground,  and  threw  up  breastworks  preparatory  to  the  in- 
vestment of  Corinth.  The  evacuation  of  the  place  occurred  soon 
after,  when  the  command  went  into  camp  for  in.^truction,  where 
they  remained  until  September,  when  they  were  ordered  to  inter- 
cept the  rebel  forces  under  General  Price.  Then  followed  the 
battle  of  luka,  after  which  they  came  back,  and  on  the  3d  and  4th 
davs  of  October  fought  the  desperate  battle  known  as  the  second 
battle  of  Corinth.  In  this  fight  the  gallant  11th  Missouri  did  heroic 
work  and  saved  the  army  of  Rosenerans  from  complete  rout.  But 
in  order  to  do  this  much  they  were  compelled,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  batteries  above-named,  to  charge  and  drive  back  the  entire 
rebel  force.  So  terrific  was  their  charge,  and  so  galling  and  de- 
structive was  their  fire  upon  the  rebel  forces,  that  it  threw  them 
into  confusion,  and,  before  they  could  recover,  the  11th  Missouri 
was  upon  them  with  fixed  bayonets  and  charging  and  driving  them 
back  with  irresistible  force.  After  the  battle  of  Corinth  the  com- 
mand went  with  General  Grant  to  Oxford,  Mississippi,  and  then 
back  to  Lagrange,  Tennessee,  where  they  went  into  winter  quarters. 
In  the  spring,  as  soon  as  an  advance  movement  was  made,  they  went 
to  Vicksburg  and  participated  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  that 
place.  During  the  investment  of  Vicksburg  they  were  a  part  of 
the  command  under  Colonel  Mower  that  fought  the  battle  of  Jack- 
son, Mississippi.  The  11th  Missouri  was  also  in  the  disa.strous 
charge  on  the  22d  of  May,  1863,  when  the  assault  was  made  on  ti.e 
works  at  Vicksburg,  in  which  they  lost  eighty  men  killed  outright. 
After  the  surrender  the  regiment  went  to  Blackwater,  when  JIi-. 
Wagoner  was  appointed  Division  Wagon-Master.  His  wagons  were 
soon  after  captured  at  Guutown  by  General  Forrest,  after  which  he 
returned  to  the  regiment,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Tupalo, 
and  soon  after  was  discharged.  His  discharge  dates  August  17tli, 
1864.  He  then  returned  home  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Buck- 
hart  townshi|),  in  which  he  continued  for  three  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Taylorville  township.  On  the  1st  of  Februar}',  1874,  he 
came  to  Taylorville  and  purchased  the  livery,  feed  aud  .sale  stables, 
which  he  has  operated  in  addition  to  farming  until  the  present. 
On  the  4th  of  January,  1865,  he  married  Miss  Rachel  Honnold, 
of  this  county.  She  was  raised  in  Springfield,  Illinois.  Six  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Their  names  are : 
Frederick  A.,  Annie  Laurie,  Albert,  Charles  Edward,  Frank  and 
Minnie  Wagoner.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  republican  party 
since  1860,  when  he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abraliaiu 
Lincoln.     His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
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We  have  tluis  briefly  sketched  Mr.  Wasoiier'.s  life.  He  was  a 
galhint  and  bravo  soldier,  as  were  also  other  members  oi'  the  family. 
Four  of  them  enlisted,  shouldered  their  muskets  and  fought  for 
constitutional  liberty  and  the  perpetuation  of  the  union.  All  honor 
to  them  for  their  lieroic  conduct  in  the  defense  of  the  right. 


Dr..  JO.-EPH  II.  CLARK.— (Deceased). 
Was  born  in  Christian  county,  Kentucky,  Aiiril  G,  1819.  James 
C,  his  father,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  at  an  early  age  removed 
to  South  Carolina,  and  subsequently  to  Kentucky.  The  Clark 
family  are  au  old  one,  and  came  from  England  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Bolan  Clark,  the  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Clark, 
held  three  commissions  under  king  George.  James  (',,  the  father, 
married  Hannah  Henderson.  She  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina, 
and  her  fother  a  native  of  Ireland.  James  C.  Clark  moved  to 
Illinois  in  April,  1844,  and  settled  in  Taylorville  townslnp,  and  re- 
mained here  until  his  death  in  November,  1875.  His  wife,  and 
mother  of  this  subject,  died  in  August,  1845.  Dr.  J.  H.  is  the  third 
of  a  family  of  twelve  children.  He  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  in  1838-9,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  T.  P.  Poole,  of 
Christian  county,  Kentucky.  He  attended  the  AVashington 
I»Iedical  College  of  Ohio,  since  removed  to  Cincinnati,  and 
now  known  as  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Ohio.  He 
"■raduated  from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  com- 
menced the  practice  in  his  native  county  in  1842,  and  in  1844  came 
to  Tavlorvillo.  He  entered  land  in  Johnson  township  with  a  view 
to  following  farming  and  abandoning  medicine.  He  however  kept 
medicine  on  hand  and  prescribed  for  his  neighbors  which  ultimately 
increased  into  a  regular  practice.  In  1856,  he  moved  into  Tayhu-- 
yille  and  opened  an  office  in  the  court-house.  He  remained  in  the 
practice  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  11,  1880.  He 
married  Lydia  D.  Hardy  on  the  10th  day  of  November,  1840.  She 
is  a  native  of  Christian  county,  Kentucky.  Twelve  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  five  of  whom  are  living. 

Lewis  Hardy  Clark,  the  third  son,  was  born  on  the  29th  of  June, 
1844.  He  attended  the  country  schools  and  received  a  good  educa- 
tion. He  read  medicine  in  his  father's  office  and  under  his  direction, 
and  in  January,  1807,  he  attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Eclectic 
Institute  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  returned  home  and  began  the  prac- 
tice in  connection  with  his  lather.  In  October,  1867,  he  again  entered 
the  above-named  institution,  and  graduated  therefrom  February  9, 
1868,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  In  1872,  both  he  and  his  father 
became  members  of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Elenora  Maxwell.  She  was  born  and  raised  in  this  county.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  Ohio.  One  child,  a  daughter,  has  been  the 
fruit  of  this  union.  Her  name  is  Waunita  Clark.  Dr.  Lewis  H. 
Clark  is  a  respected  and  active  member  of  the  order  of  Knights  of 
Pythias,  an  ancient  order  of  united  workmen.  In  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession,  both  he  and  his  father  have  been  very  success- 
ful. His  practice  is  large  and  lucrative,  and  constantly  increasing. 
He  is  a  very  pleasing  gentleman,  with  good  address,  and  bears  the 
character  of  an  h<inorable  man. 

Dr.  J.  H.,the  father,  during  his  life  was  a  democrat  in  politics, 
and  was  frequently  honored  by  his  party  in  being  ])laced  in  office. 
He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1848,  and  afterwards  elected 
Associate  Justice  for  the  county.  During  his  occupancy  of  the 
latter  office,  the  present  court-house  was  built,  at  a  cost  of  $16,000. 
He  was  a  warm-hearted,  generous  man,  of  a  most  kindly  disposition 
and  even  temperament,  and  had  many  friends  in  the  county. 


WILLIAM   T.   ]\IARTIN. 
TilE  subject  of  the   following  sketch   is  a  native  of  Cherokee 
county,  Alabama,  and  was  born  June  11th,  1844.     His  father,  John 
Martin,  was  a  native  of  Ireland.     He  removed  with  his  family  to 
Georgia,  where  both  parents  died  while  William  T.  was  yet  in  his 
infancy.     At  the  age  of  fifteen   years  he  commenced  the  trade  of 
printing,  at  Rome,  Georgia,  and  afterwards  worked  in  an  office  in 
Atlanta,  and  was  a  resident  of  that  place  when  the  rebellion  broke 
out.     He  was  among  the  first  to  enter  the  service.     He  enlisted  in 
April,  1801,  in  Company  A,  8th  Georgia  Infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Bartow.     He  was  in  the  command  that  captured 
Rickett's  Battery  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull   Run.     His  regiment 
was  attached  to  General  Lee's  arm}-,  and  he  participated  in  all  the 
hard-fought  battles  in  which  Lee's  army  was  engaged.     The  regi- 
ment was  a  part  of  Longstreet's  corps.     After  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg Longstreet's  corps  was  .sent  to  Tennessee,  and  there  he  parti- 
cipated in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  siege  of  Knoxville.     He 
was  afterwards  exchanged  from  the  infantry  to  the  cavalry  service, 
and  while  in  that  arm  of  the  service  the  command  acted  as  an 
escort  to  General  Forrest.     On  the  7th  of  September,  1864,  he  was 
detailed  as  bearer  of  dispatches  to  General  Price,  and  wa.s  taken 
prisoner  while  crossing  the  Mississippi   river.      He   was   sent   to 
Chicago,  where  he  remained  a  prisoner  of  war  until  after  the  sur- 
render of  Lee  and  close  of  the  war.     He  had  also  been  captured  at 
the  battle  of  Antietam,  but  was  soon  after  paroled,  joined  his  com- 
mand, and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Virginia.    He 
was  wounded  twice;  the  first  time  in  one  of  the  battles  before  Rich- 
mond, and  at  Antietam.     After  his  release  in  Chicago  he  went  to 
Macon  City,  Macon  county,  Illinois,  and  remained  there  several 
months,  then  came  to  Taylorville,  where  he  worked  at  the  printing 
business.     In  1866  he  returned  south,  and  stayed  one  summer,  then 
came  back  to  Taylorville.     In  1867  he  went  south  again,  then  back 
to  Evansville,  Indiana,  then  to  St.  Louis,  and  in  1870  came  again 
to  Taylorville,  and  in  1871  purchased  the  Democmt  and  continued 
its  publication  until  January  1st,  1880.     On  the  3d  of  February, 
1870,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sima  O.,  daughter  of  Hon. 
AV.  S.  Moore,  of  Taylorville.     By  this  marriage  there  is  one  child, 
a  boy  named  Robert  H.     He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  deliberations  of  that  body.     In  politics 
he  is  a  democrat,  and  adheres  to  the  fortunes  of  that  party.     As  a 
newspaper  manager  Jlr.  Martin  demonstrated  his  ability  to  run  a 
newspaper  successfully.      He  is  a  writer  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  and  a  gcnllcman  who  bears  a  most  excellent  character  in 
the  community. 

AVILLIAAI  C.  HAINES 
AVas  born  in  Virginia  September  21.st,  1832.  Isaac  Haines,  his 
father,  was  a  native  of  the  same  state,  and  was  a  preacher  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  and  circuit  rider.  In  1836  he  came  to  Sangamon 
county,  Illinois.  Here  he  rode  a  circuit  embracing  a  large  portion 
of  this  county.  He  died  in  1838.  He  married  Lucy  C.  Furgerson. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them  who  lived  to  maturity.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  Haines,  his  wife  married  Col.  Thomas  S.  Young,  by 
whom  there  was  one  girl,  now  the  wife  of  AA'.  I.  AVoodruft'.  Lucy 
Ann,  the  only  sister  of  AV.  C,  is  the  wife  of  J.  N.  Clark,  and  is  a 
resident  of  south-ea.st  Mi-ssouri. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  in  1839,  removed  with  his  mother  to 
this  county,  where  she  afterwards  married  as  above  stated.  His 
voutli  was  spent  upon  the  fiirm  and  in  attending  the  schools  of  the 
county.  In  his  twentieth  year  he,  in  company  with  five  others, 
made  the  trip  to  Califo'rnia  with  ox-teams  by  the  overland  route. 
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The  party  left  here  on  the  2Tth  of  March,  1852,  aud  arrived  in  the 
"  Golden  State"  on  the  21st  of  August  of  the  same  year.  While  in 
California  he  engaged  in  mining  for  the  greater  portion  of  his  time, 
also  in  grain  dealing,  and  for  a  while  kept  a  hay-yard  in  Sacra- 
mento city.  He  returned  via  the  Isthmus  and  New  York,  and  ar- 
rived at  home  on  the  7th  of  October,  1859. 

On  the  15th  of  December  of  the  same  year  he  married  iliss  Lucy 
Ellen,  daughter  of  E.  S.  Young,  who  was  one  of  tiie  early  settlers, 
aud  the  first  County  Clerk  of  Christian  county.  She  died  Decem- 
ber 14th,  1865.  Two  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  marriage,  one 
of  whom  is  liviug.  Her  name  is  Dora  E.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
1807,  he  married  Miss  Maggie  E.  Hancock,  a  native  of  Henderson 
county,  Kentucky.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  them,  four  of 
whom  are  living,  and  are  yet  at  home.  Their  names  are  Dora  E., 
Belle,  William  C,  Irene,  Eugene.  Two  died  ;  their  names  were 
Maud  E.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Clarence  W.,  who  died  in  his 
fifth  year. 

Mr.  Haines,  after  his  return  from  California,  engaged  in  farming, 
at  which  he  continued  until  1877,  when  he  was  appointed  constable, 
and  continued  in  that  office  and  position  until  February,  1880.  In 
J 878  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  under  Sheriff  Clark,  which 
office  he  held  until  Mr.  Clark's  death,  when  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  is  now  Sheriff  of 
the  county  of  Christian.  He  has  always  been  a  democrat,  and  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  James  Buchanan  in  1856,  aud  since 
that  time  has  been  a  stanch  and  consistent  member  of  the  party. 

Mr.  Haines,  as  will  be  seen,  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  and  pio- 
neers of  Christian  county.  He  came  here  when  this  section  of  the 
state  was  young  and  undeveloped.  He  cheerfully  bore  his  portion 
of  the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to  the  early  settlement  of 
Illinois,  and  has  lived  to  see  what  was  then  a  barren  and  uniii- 
habited  wilderness  grow  to  be  one  of  the  finest  agricultural  districts 
in  central  Illinois,  and  the  landscape  dotted  over  with  the  happy 
homes  of  hundreds  of  husbandmen.  In  his  present  official  capacity 
he  brings  to  the  office  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  duties  thereto 
appertaining,  and  a  large  and  extended  acquaintance  throughout 
the  count}'.  In  the  management  of  the  office  he  is  a  prudent,  care- 
ful and  fearless  officer,  and  the  execution  of  the  laws  will  be  care- 
fully attended  to.  He  enjoys  in  a  large  degree  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  the  citizens  of  Christian  couutv. 


SAMUEL  H    MOSSLEK. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  bnrn  in  the  province  of  Ponie- 
rania,  on  tlie  coast  of  tlie  Baltic  Sea,  iu  the  kingdom  of  Prussia. 
The  date  of  his  birth  was  November  26th,  1845.  He  is  the  third  in 
a  family  of  five  children  living,  and  received  a  liberal  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  land.  His  elder  brother,  Louis,  came  to 
America  iu  1859.  and  settled  iu  Fort  Wayue.  Samuel  followed 
him  in  1863,  and  also  came  to  the  same  place,  where  he  remained  a 
short  time,  when  he  went  to  Indianapolis  and  stayed  there  two 
years.  In  1860  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  stopped  in  Hillsboro,  Mont- 
gomery county,  where  he  remained  until  1870,  when  he  came  to 
Tavlorville,  where  he  has  resided  up  to  the  present.  In  all  of  these 
years,  or  since  his  early  youth,  he  has  been  engaged  in  merchandiz- 
ing: it  has  been  the  business  of  his  life.  When  he  came  to  Taylor- 
ville  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  elder  Goldstein.  The  clothing- 
house  of  Goldstein  Bros,  was  established  as  early  as  1866.  The 
partnership  of  Goldstein  &  Mossier  continued  until  February,  1877, 
when  it  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  JMos.slcr  has  continued  the  business 
alone  up  to  the  present.  The  clothing-house  of  Mr.  Mosslej:  is  the 
oldest  in  Taylorville,  and  since  its  first  establishment  bears  the 


reputation  of  having  the  largest  stock  of  the  best  selected  goods, 
and  selling  upou  margins  that  has  secured  to  it  a  large  patronage, 
which  is  constantly  increasing  as  the  merits  of  the  house  become 
known. 

As  a  business  man,  Mr.  Mossier  early  recognized  the  fact  that  to 
establish  a  trade  and  enjoy  the  entire  confidence  of  the  community, 
it  was  necessary  to  cater  to  the  wants  of  the  people  and  supply  them 
with  goods  at  such  prices  and  terms  as  were  at  once  reasonable 
and  honorable.     This  is  the  secret  of  his  success. 

Mr.  Mo.ssler  is  a  member  of  the  honorable  order  of  Freemasonry, 
and  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  encampment.  At  present 
he  is  District  Instructor  in  Odd  Fellowship.  In  politics  he  gives  his 
support  to  the  democratic  party. 

On  the  second  of  March,  187o,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Eva  Cohen,  of  Chicago. 


JOHN  G.  DRENNAN. 

Tins  young  and  brilliant  attorney  was  born  in  Caldwell  county, 
Kentucky,  December  3d,  1854.  His  father,  John  L.  Drennan,  was 
of  Irish,  and  his  mother,  Henrietta  ( Wimberly),  of  French  and 
German  descent.  Their  earlier  ancestors  came  from  the  old  country 
to  the  Carolinas,  thence  to  Virginia  and  Kentucky.  The  most  of 
them  were  by  occupation  farmers.  The  family  removed  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Illinois  in  the  fall  of  1856,  and  settled  at  Mt.  Auburn,  in 
Christian  count}',  near  where  they  now  reside  on  the  old  home- 
tarm,  where  the  subject  of  our  sketch  spent  his  earlier  years. 

John  is  the  third  child  aud  son  of  a  family  of  fourteen  children, 
all  of  whom  are  still  living.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
common  schools,  where,  by  his  diligence  and  industry,  he  qualified 
himself  for  teaching  at  the  age  of  seveuteen,  which  occupation  he 
followed  during  the  wiuter  months,  and  continued  to  work  for  his 
father  on  the  farm  during  the  summer  until  of  age. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1870,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon. 
John  B.  Jones,  of  Taylorville,  and  began  the  study  of  law,  which  he 
pursued  with  energv  and  zeal,  and  was  licensed  to  practice  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  state,  December  3d,  1878.  In  a  most 
thorough  written  examination,  our  subject  acquitted  himself  with 
unusual  credit,  receiving  the  highest  grade  in  a  class  of  seventeen 
applicants.  On  the  first  day  of  January,  1879,  he  was  appointed 
jNIaster  in  Chancery  of  Christian  county  by  Hon.  H.  M.  Vandeveer, 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit,  which  position  he 
still  fills  with  credit.  About  the  same  time  he  formed  a  law  part- 
nership with  his  preceptiTr,  Mr.  Jones,  which  has,  to  all  appearances, 
jiroved  both  agreeable  and  profitable  to  both  parties.  Mr.  Drennan 
is  yet  young  in  his  profession,  though  his  success  so  far  has  been 
quite  flattering.  He  has  a  preference  for  criminal  law,  in  which,  at 
this  early  period,  he  has  manifested  considerable  tact  aud  skill.  He 
is  studious  in  his  habits  and  prompt  in  business  matters. 

Politically  he  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  democratic  party. 

He  is  a  man  of  pleasing  address,  frank  and  open,  though  firm  in 
his  convictions  of  right.  Quick,  logical  and  resolute,  posse-ssing 
excellent  qualities  for  combining  forces.  With  these  united,  together 
with  good  executive  ability,  we  predict  for  him  an  honorable  and 
successful  career. 


A.  L.  CLARK  (,Dece.\sed), 
Was  born  in  Christian  county,  Kentucky,  May  22, 1827.  He  came 
to  Illinois  about  the  year  1843.  When  ho  first  came  to  the  county, 
he  worked  for  Dr.  J.  H.  Clark.  He  afterward  was  deputy  sheriff  and 
con.stable.  On  the  19th  of  October,  1856,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Susan  Young,  dausrhter  of  Col  Thos.  S.  Young,  an  old  .set- 
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tier  auJ  prnniiiieiit  citizoii  of  Cliristuui  county,  \^y  this  union, 
there  were  eight  chiKlren,  five  of  whom  ;ire  living.  .Vftcr  Mr. 
Clark's  marriage  he  eontinneJ  deputy  shcritl'  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  went  to  farming^  One  year  later  he  moved  to  Tc.\as,  and 
remained  there  for  two  and  a  half  year,?.  The  elinuite  in  that  state 
not  proving  healthful  to  him,  he  returned  to  Christian  county,  and 
purchased  a  farm  on  Bear  creek,  and  re-engaged  in  cultivating  the 
soil.  During  hi.s  residence  in  the  township,  he  was  a  prominent 
mail,  and  took  an  active  part  in  local  affiiirs,  and  was  elected  asses- 
sor and  collector  for  five  or  six  terms.  In  1878  he  received  the 
nomination  for  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  was  elected  in  the  following 
November.  He  then  moved  to  Taylorville,  and  entered  upon  his 
term  of  olliee.  In  his  physical  make-up,  Mr.  Clark  was  not  a  stout, 
rugged  man,  and  from  this  cause  was  unable  to  do  much  work  upon 
a  farm,  but  he  was  possessed  of  an  indomitable  will  and  ambition, 
and  this  sustained  and  kept  him  up.  In  December,  1879,  he  con- 
tracted typhoid  pneumonia  during  the  sitting  of  the  circuit  court. 
lie  was  slowly  recovering  from  the  attack,  when  a  complication  of 
diseases  set  in,  and  after  a  lingering  and  painful  illness  of  about 
two  months,  he  died  February  1st,  1880.  Even  at  his  death  he 
was  in  full  possession  of  all  his  mental  facultie.s,  and  gave  unmis- 
takable evidence  of  his  firm  belief  in  a  future  life,  and  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul.  He  was  a  man  who  enjoyed  the  entire  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  people  in  the  community  where  he  lived. 
He  was  a  respected  member  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  was 
followed  to  his  grave  by  the  mendicrs,  who  paid  the  hist  tribute  to 
his  memory  and  worth  as  a  man. 


CAPTAIN  8.  Mcknight. 

Tin-;  subji'ct  of  this  biograjihical  sketch  was  born  in  Macoupin 
countv,  Illinois,  January  Hth,  1844.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
Virginia,  and  emigrated  to  Illinois  about  the  year  1830,  settling 
in  Greenfield,  Greene  county.  111.  They  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Scott ville,  in  Macoupin  county,  and  in  1851),  to  Girard, 
Macoupin  roinitv.  His  mother  died  in  April,  1864,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years ;  his  father  died  in  April,  1868,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years. 

Captain  MoKnight  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  ten  children, 
nine  of  whom  are  now  living.  He  received  a  common  school 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  count  >-.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  he  enttred  a  dry-goods  store  inCirard  as  clerk, 
and  filled  that  position  until  August,  1862,  when  he  enli>ted  as  a 
private  in  Company  H.,  One  Hundred  ail's  Twenty-second  Illinois 
lufantrv  Regiment,  Colonel  John  I.  Rinaker  commanding.  The 
Regiment  organized  at  Camp  Palmer,  Carlinvillc,  and  jirivatc 
McKnight  was  elected  First  Sergeant  of  his  Company.  The 
Regiment  was  soon  after  ordered  to  the  front,  and  remained  in 
active  service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated  in  every 
engagement  of  the  Regiment  during  its  three  years'  active  service. 
On  the  31st  of  December,  1862,  he  was  promoted,  and  commissioned 
Second  Lieutenant  of  his  Company,  vice  Lieutenant  Bristow,  killed 
in  battle  at  Parker's  Cross  lloads,  iu  Tennessee.  He  served  a  short 
time  as  aid-di'-caiiip  on  the  Stafl'  of  Colonel  Mercer,  of  the  Ninth 
Illinois  Inlantry,  coiiiiiiandiiig  a  brigade  in  (Jeneral  Dodge's 
Division,  16th  .\riiiy  Cia-ps,  but  was  relieved  at  his  own  request, 
and  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Paducah,  Kentucky,  in  the  spring 
of  1864.  Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Paducah,  he  was  apiiointed 
Assistant  Inspector  General  on  the  Statt'  of  Colonel  S.  G.  Hicks, 
commanding  the  Post,  which  position  he  tilled  until  after  the 
assault  on  Fort  Anderson  at  Paducah,  JMarcli  24th,  by  the 
Confederate  forces,  under  the  command   of  (Jeneral   Forrest.     At 


this  battle,  after  the  first  rejiulse  of  the  Confederates,  he  was  sent 
out  by  Colonel  Hicks  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  meet  a  Confederate 
Staff  officer  coming  in  with  a  flag  of  truce,  bearing  a  demand  from 
General  Forrest  for  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  Fort  and 
Federal  forces,  which  demand  was  promptly  refused  by  the  gallant 
old  Colonel,  S.  G.  Hicks,  after  which  the  Confederates  made  two 
more  fierce  and  determined,  but  unsucce.ssfiil  assaults  on  the  Fort, 
suffering  a  loss  of  about  one  thousand  killed  and  wounded. 
Colonel  Hicks,  in  his  official  report  of  this  engagement,  makes 
special  mention  of  the  efficient  and  gallant  services  of  Lieutenant 
McKnight. 

Ho  was  soon  after  appointed  Provost  Marshal  of  the  city  of 
Paducah,  which  position  he  filled  until  June,  1864,  when  his 
regiment  was  ordered  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  join  the  forces 
under  General  A.  J.  Smith.  He  served  with  his  company  until 
December,  when  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  he  was  appointed  Aid-de- 
camp on  the  Staflf  of  Brevet  Major  General  Kenncr  Garrard, 
commanding  the  Second  Division  of  the  16th  Army  Corps,  and  in 
that  capacity  participated  in  the  battles  of  Nashville,  on  the  15th 
and  16th  of  December,  1864,  when  the  Federal  forces,  under 
General  George  H.  Thomas,  defeated  and  annihilated  Hood's  army. 
He  remained  on  the  stafl' of  General  Garrard  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  was  breveted  captain  by  the  President  for  "  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  during  the  campaign  against  the  City  of  Mo- 
bile and  its  defences." 

After  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  in  August,  186-5,  he  iv 
turned  to  Girard,  Macoupin  county,  and  engaged  in  the  dry-good.s 
business.  On  the  15th  day  of  May,  186G,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Virginia  A.,  eldest  daughter  of  B.  Boggcss,  Esq., 
an  old  and-  prominent  citizen  of  Girard,  Ills.  Three  children  have 
hallowed  and  blessed  this  union,  two  of  whom  are  living,  Emma 
Pearl  and  Robert  Wade,  aged  respectively  ten  and  six  years.  In 
1870  he  removed  to  Taylorville,  where  he  has  continued  in  the  dry- 
goods  and  carpet  trade  up  to  the  present  time. 

On  the  formation  of  the  Illinois  National  Guards,  under  the  mili- 
tia laws  of  the  state,  he  assisted  in  organizing  a  niilitaiT  company 
in  Taylorville,  known  as  the  Taylorville  Guards,  company  B,  5th 
regiment,  and  was  elected  first  lieuten;int,  and  in  August,  1877,  was 
elected  and  commissioned  captain,  vice  Vandeveer  promoted,  and 
in  July,  1879,  resigned  to  accept  a  commission  as  captain  and  in- 
spector of  rifle  practice,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

He  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  iu  1868,  and  since  that  time  has  adhered  to 
the  fortunes  and  principles  of  that  political  organization.  Since 
his  residence  here  he  has  been  twice  elected  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Taylorville. 

Captain  McKnight,  in  his  intercourse  with  men,  is  a  kind,  genial, 
sociable  gentleman,  and  an  enterprising,  honorable  business  man, 
and  as  such,  is  esteemed  by  the  entire  comnuinilj'. 


DR.  A.  L.  PERRY. 

The  Perry  family,  on  the  paternal  side,  are  of  Scotch  ancestry. 
They  came  to  America  about  the  year  1798,  and  settled  in  North 
Carolina,  subsequently  removed  to  Kentucky,  and  at  a  later  date, 
to  Tennessee.  John  Perry,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
a  native  of  North  Carolina.  He  married  Anna  Thompson.  By 
this  union  there  were  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living.  Dr. 
A.  L.  is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  He  was  born  October  22, 
1853.  He  received  a  good  education  iu  the  schools  of  his  native 
state.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  Grove  Academy 
and    received    an    academic   education.     He  then   commenced   the 
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study  of  medicine,  under  Dr.  Woodard,  of  Springfield,  Robertson 
county,  Tennessee.  After  making  suitable  progress,  he  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  Vauderbilt  University,  at  Nashville. 
He  remained  there  through  the  term,  and  then  returned  to  Dr. 
Woodard's  office,  where  he  continued  pursuing  his  studies  until 
September,  1876,  when  he  entered  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  Col- 
lege, at  New  Yoik,  and  graduated  therefrom  April  1st,  1878,  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  stayed  there  until  June  of  the  same 
vear,  and  took  private  instruction  in  the  wards  of  Bellevue  Hospital 
under  the  tuition  of  Prof  E.  G.  Janeway,  a  noted  and  promi- 
nent physician  of  New  York  City.  During  the  time  he  was 
attending  the  medical  college  he  was  also  receiving  private  instruc- 
tion from  competent  teachers. 

In  September,  1878,  he  came  to  Taylorville  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  where  he  remains  to  the  present.  Dr. 
Perry  is  as  yet  upon  the  threshold  of  his  professional  life,  but  the 
prospects  are  bright  for  his  attaining  prominence  in  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. He  early  recognized  that  he  who  would  attain  eminence 
in  the  medical  science,  must  be  prepared  to  give  his  best  thoughts, 
individual  time,  and  whole  energyto  the  work.  Although  he  has 
had  a  thorough  training  in  the  best  medical  schools  in  the  country, 
he  realizes  that  he  has  entered  upon  a  life-long  study,  and  is  there- 
fore a  student  yet.  We  predict  for  him  more  than  passing  success. 
Personally  and  socially,  Dr.  Perry  possesses  rare  qualities,  an<l  by 
his  upright  and  manly  life,  while  a  resident  of  Taylorville,  has  won 
an  honorable  name  and  endeared  himself  to  a  lari^e  circle  of  friends. 


OREIN  S.  NASH. 

The  Nash  family  are  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  are  of  English 
descent.  Robert  S.  Nash,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
early  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil — a  business  in  which  he 
has  continued  for  the  greater  portion  of  his  life.  In  1856  he  came 
west  and  stopped  for  three  years  in  Fon  Du  Lac,  Wisconsin.  In  1859, 
he  removed  his  family  and  settled  in  Buckhart  township,  Christian 
county,  Illinois.     He  farmed  in  that  township   until   a  few  years 


ago,  and  at  present  resides  in  the  village  of  Sharpsburg,  in  this 
county. 

He  married  Joanah  Packard.  By  this  union  there  were  five 
children — three  boys  and  two  girls.  Both  girls  are  dead  ;  one  died 
in  infancy  and  the  other  was  grown  to  womanhood,  and  at  the  time 
of  her  death  was  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Nerberger.  The  names  of  those 
living  are  Orrin  S.,  Robert  and  Edwin  C.  Nash. 

Orrin  S.  is  the  eldest  of  the  family.  He  was  born  in  Franklin, 
Massachusetts,  April  3d,  1843.  He  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  state  and  in  Fon  Du  Lac, 
Wisconsin.  After  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  Illinois,  his 
school  days  practically  ended.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he 
commenced  farming  in  Taylorville  township.  Two  yiars  later  he 
took  anotiier  farm  in  section  5  (if  the  same  township,  where  he  has 
continued  to  the  present  time. 

On  the  23d  of  Novendx'r,  1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mrs.  Rachel  S.  INIiner.  Her  maiden  name  was  Shepardson.  She 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but  was  a  resident  of  Brattleliom, 
Vermont,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  She  died  June  6th,  1877, 
while  on  a  visit  east,  where  she  had  gone  to  be  present  at  tiie 
"Golden  Wedding"  of  her  parents.  There  were  two  children  liorn 
to  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Nash,  viz:  Edwin  H.  and  May  Lillian.  The 
latter  died  in  infancy. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Nash  was  appointed  agent  for  the  Springfield  and 
South-Eastern  railroad,  now  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  railway,  at 
Sharpsburg,  which  position  he  still  retains.  At  the  same  date,  he 
commenced  trading  and  stock  shipping  and  grain  buying,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  present  he  has  been  the  business  life  of  his  village. 
He  handles  large  quantities  of  grain  and  ships  many  car  loads  of 
live  stock  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

In  politics,  he  is  a  republican,  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  1864.  Mr.  Nash  belongs  to  the  wide- 
awake, enterprising  business  men.  He  is  active  and  energetic, 
quick  to  decide,  and  unchangeable  in  his  decisions  when  once  ma- 
tured. In  all  his  business  transactions  and  relations,  he  is  regarded 
and  known  as  an  entirely  trustworthy,  honest  and  honorable  man. 


TOWNSHIP  AND   CITY  OF  PANA. 


HIS  township  was  originally  called  "  Stone  Coal  Pre- 
cinct," and  was  a  part  of  Shelby  county  until  the 
organization  of  Christian,  in  1839,  when  it  was  included 
'^01  within  the  bounds  of  the  new  county. 
The  precinct  was  formed  June  5,  184.5,  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court,  and  was  bounded  as  follows :  "  Beginning  at  the  S. 
E.  corner  of  the  county,  thence  west  nine  miles  to  the  middle  of 
range  one  west ;  then  north  six  miles  ;  thence  east  nine  miles  to 
the  place  of  beginning."  It  included  54  sections,  and  took  in 
"Bell's  Grove."  It  derived  its  name  from  a  small  stream  coursing 
through  it,  called  Coal  creek.  Along  its  banks,  stone  coal  is  found 
outcropping  in  limited  quantities. 

The  name  was  changed  to  that  of  Pana  Township,  Sept.  2,  1856, 


on  the  petition  of  Mason  French,  and  thirty  other  legal  voters,  pre- 
sented to  the  county  court  by  Milan  S.  Beckwith. 

The  township  is  situated  in  the  extreme  south-east  corner  of  the 
county,  and  comprises  the  whole  of  Township  11  North,  Range  1 
East." 

It  lies  in  latitude  thirty-nine  and  a  half  degrees  north,  and  in  al- 
titude two  hundred  feet  above  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river.  The 
dividing  ridge,  which  causes  the  water  to  flow  either  to  the  Illinois 
or  Kaskaskia  rivers,  lies  between  Pana  and  Taylorville. 

The  waters  of  this  section  of  the  county  gravitate  towards  and 
empty  into  the  Kaskaskia,  a  tributary  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Lake 
Fork,  Coal  creek,  and  two  or  three  small  streams  take  their  rise  in 
this  township  and  flow  to  the  Kaskaskia  river. 
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The  surface  is  a  beautiful  prairie;  some  parts,  particularly  the 
north-west,  slightly  umlulatintj. 

The  soil  is  a  rich,  black  loam,  and  highly  productive.  There 
are  30,720  acres  of  land  in  the  township,  as  organized,  and  almost 
every  acre  susceptible  of  cultivation.  It  is  estimated  at  the  present 
time  that  from  700,000  to  800,000  bushels  of  grain,  including  corn, 
oat-s  and  wheat,  arc  annually  produced. 

There  are  three  railroads  passing  through  the  township,  all  of 
which  intersect  at  Pana.  The  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  runs  in  a  north- 
ern direction  ;  the  Springfield  division  of  O.  &  M.  R.  R.  enters  it 
in  the  north-west  corner  and  crosses  in  a  south-east  direction  ;  and 
the  I.  &  St.  L.  R  R.  passes  through  the  center  from  east  to  west. 

With  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  of  railroad,  all  connected  with 
important  lines,  and  a  soil  rich  and  productive,  Pana  township 
has  the  elements  for  sustaining  a  large  p(i[iulation. 

E.\r.I,Y  SETTLEMENT.S. 

The  first  .-iettlers  of  "  Stiuie  Coal  Precinct"  were  as  follows: 
Jared  Malin,  Abram  Milligan  and  Thomas  Bell,  who  came  in  1839  ; 
Henry  H.  Bond,  Andrew  Hanson,  Levi  Hopson  and  Alfred  Hop- 
son  in  1840;  Benjamin  Girdon  and  John  Abbott,  in  1841  ;  Joseph 
Edwards,  James  Edwards  and  William  Pryce,  in  184(J.  Ignatius 
Butler  and  John  Hanson  also  came  at  an  early  date 

The  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Andrew  Hanson,  Aug. 
2,  1845.  Andrew  Hanson,  Thomas  BjII,  and  Abram  Milligan, 
were  chosen  first  judges  of  the  election.  There  were  five  voters  in 
"  Bell's  Grove,"  residents  of  T.  1  west,  who  were  attached  to  this 
precinct,  making  in  all  nineteen  votes  cast  at  the  first  election. 
Before  the  organization  of  the  precinct,  in  1845,  the  inhabitants 
voted  at  Taylorvillc. 

Mr.  Pryce  acted  as  deputy  ta.x  collector  in  this  precinct  in  184.'i, 
and  the  whole  amount  of  tax  that  year  amounted  to  S7.00. 

The  first  marriages  were  Wm.  Pryce  to  Mary  Jane  Edwards, 
Feb.  15,  1844;  and  Wm.  Buzan  to  Jane  Gordon,  Sept.  1st,  1845, 
by  Rev.  Miles  II.  Abbott. 

A  notable  event  of  that  early  day  was  the  locating  of  a  county 
road,  from  Taylorville  to  "Stone  Coal  Precinct."  By  this  niove- 
uient  fraternal  relations  were  established  between  this  section  and 
the  county  seat.  Joseph  Edwards,  Andrew  Hanson,  and  Wm. 
Hammer  were  appointed  Commissioners  at  the  September  term  of 
the  county  court  in  1846.  They  viewed  and  located  the  road  in 
November  of  the  .same  year.  It  was  surveyed  by  county  surveyor 
William  A.  Goodrich,  and  Wm.  Pryce  and  Henry  II.  Bond  acted 
as  chairmen.  The  survey  began  near  the  south-east  corner  of  the 
county,  and  was  run  in  a  direct  line  to  Taylorville,  only  making 
the  head  of  Locust  creek  timber  a  point  in  the  route.  After  its 
establishment,  a  furrow  was  run  to  mark  more  definitely  the  sur- 
vey and  to  guide  the  traveler  over  the  wide  uninhabited  prairie. 

"  Stone  Coal "  post-office  was  established  in  1854,  and  Milan  S. 
Beckwith  was  appointed  the  first  post-master.  It  was  first  located 
close  to  the  Central  railroad,  below  I'ana,  in  Beckwith's  store 
Bhanty,  in  which  was  kept  a  small  stock  of  store  goods,  which  was 
subsequently  moved  to  I'ana. 

In  1848,  Henry  H.  Bond,  Jacob  Hanson  and  Ignatius  Butler 
were  elected  its  first  school  trustees.  At  the  first  enumeration  (jf 
children  under  the  school  law,  there  were  only  eighteen  ;  but  with 
the  advent  of  railroads  in  1854,  the  population  rapidly  increased, 
and  a  further  census  of  the  children  in  1856  exhibits  the  formation 
of  three  school  districts,  vi/. :  Xo.  1  had  eighteen;  No.  2,  118,  and 
No.  3,  116,  making  a  total  of  25(1.  The  number  of  districts  have 
since  increased  to  more  than  douljle,  and  all  have  neat,  comfortable, 
and  well  furnished  schoul-hnuscs. 


At  one  period  in  the  history  of  this  township,  an  effort  was  made 
to  secede  from  Christian,  and  re-attach  itself  to  Shelby  county.  This 
movement,  however,  was  made  before  the  days  of  railroads,  or  the 
existence  of  Pana;  at  a  time  when  miles  of  unsettled  territory 
intervened  between  it  and  the  county-seat;  and  when  indiffer- 
ence seemed  to  characterize  the  movement  as  to  whether  they  went 
or  stayed,  as  was  manifested  by  the  vote.  But  the  inhabitants 
moved  with  a  determined  will  in  order  to  effect  their  purposes.  A 
majority  of  the  legal  voters  petitioned  the  legislature  to  pass  an  en- 
al)ling  act  to  aid  in  the  transfer  of  township  eleven,  one  east,  from  , 
Christian  to  Shelb}'  count}'.  The  act  was  pa-sscd  February  15, 1851, 
directing  an  election  to  bo  held  in  the  two  counties  on  the  first 
M(inday  of  July,  of  tlie  same  year,  to  vote  for  or  against  the 
measure. 

In  Christian  County,  foi- secession 17  votes. 

Against 2211      " 

In  Slielby  County,  fur  receiving  it, lO'J      '' 

Against,    .    .  ". : 3      - 

The  following  are  the  first  land  entries  in  this  township  as  shown 
on  the  county  records:  Jan.  6,  1836,  D.  S.  and  J.  Greenough,  W. 
half  of  N.  W.  quarter,  section  24,  eighty  acres ;  Jan.  23, 1836,  J.  S. 
Hay  ward  and  C  Holmes,  Jr.,  W.  half  of  S.  E.  quarter,  section  34, 
eighty  acres;  Feb.  3,  1836,  J.  Black  and  J.  B.  Stapp,  lot  1,  S.  W. 
quarter,  .section  30,  eighty  acres;  lot  1,  S.  W.  quarter,  section  19, 
eighty  acres,  and  lot  2,  S.  W.  (juarter,  section  19,  115  16-100  acres. 

CITY  OI-'  I'.\NA.* 

The  city  of  Pana  is  situated  near  the  center  of  T.  11  N.  R.  1  E., 
on  sections  15,  16,  21  and  22.  It  is  the  junction  of  the  Indianapolis 
A  St.  Louis,  Illinois  Central,  and  Springfield  division  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  railroads. 

The  history  of  this  city  dates  back  to  the  building  of  the  Illinois 
Central  railroad  through  this  t(nvnship  in  1853-54.  It  was  sur- 
veyed by  C.  A.  Manners,  for  David  A.  Neal,  at  that  time  president  of 
the  I.  C.  R.  R.  company.  The  plat  was  recorded  January  16, 1855. 
Additional  plats  were  made  the  following  year  by  P.  C.  Huggins, 
then  in  the  interest  of  the  Alton  &  Terre  Plaute  road,  and  also  by 
John  S.  Ilayward,  the  owner  of  large  landed  interests  in  the  town- 
ship. 

The  trains  first  began  running  on  the  I.  C.  R.  R.,  iMarch  24th, 
1855,  and  it  was  not  long  after  that  the  A.  it  T.  H.  R.  R.  was  com- 
pleted and  in  operation  as  fiir  as  Pana. 

During  the  construction  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  there 
was  a  cabin  erected.  There  seems  to  be  a  dittcrence  of  opinion  as 
to  who  moved  the  next  building  here,  whether  it  was  M.  S.  Beck- 
with or  D.  Kincaid.  Each  of  them  had  shanties  moved  to  this 
point,  and  were  the  first  merchants.  However,  we  are  inclined  to 
think  that  M.  S.  Beckwith  was  first  to  move  his  shanty  here,  which 
was  in  1874,  from  Beck's  creek  or  "Stone  Coal"  post-office.  Mr. 
Beckwith  kept  in  it  a  small  stock  of  general  store  goods,  and  was 
also  post-master.  Kincaid  and  French  had  a  small  house,  on 
wheels,  which  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  knoll  in  front  of  the  freight 
house,  in  which  they  sold  groceries,  whisky,  etc.  They  subse- 
quently erected  a  store-house  north  of  the  Walsh-Beckwith  build- 
ing, and  opened  a  more  complete  stock  of  goods.  E.  P.  Sanders 
built  and  opened  a  store,  south  of  the  old  Beckwith  house  corner; 
Michael  Walsh,  A.  G.  Neel  and  Huggins  and  Edwards  also  built 
and  opened  stores  in  their  respective  order.  M.  S.  Beckwith  bought 
out  Walsh,  and  in  June,  1850,  Major  Little  bought  out  Beckwith  ; 


indebted  to  J.  E.  Soullivviel;,  Ksq.,  :uid  Judge  J.  H.  Dawdy,  for  d.-i 
nritini;  uf  tllis  liLslory. 
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and  about  the  same  time  J.  AV.  Dawily  boiiglit  out  Kiiicaid  and 
Freneh. 

John  H.  I'atton,  Cornelius  H.  Tuuison,  and  Jolm  Furehope  were 
the  first  settlers. 

John  Forehope  was  the  first  blacksmith,  and  most  probably 
built  the  first  dwelling-house.  It  was  small,  and  constructed  in 
shanty  style,  boarded  up,  and  was  burned  in  the  spring  of  1858. 
This  was  the  first  fire  in  Pana. 

"Widow  Patton  erected  the  second  dwelling-house,  and  the  third 
was  a  hotel  built  by  W.  H.  Glassgo-w,  on  the  north  side  of  the  rail- 
road, known  afterwards  as  the  "  Ritter  House." 

In  1856,  A.  G.  Ncel  bought  lumber  in  Decatur,  and  erected  a 
store-house,  between  the  Beckwith  house  and  Major  Little's  store, 
and  opened  a  stock  of  goods  iu  it  April  3,  of  the  same  year. 

In  1856-57,  the  town  began  to  increase  rapidly  in  population 
and  wealth,  quite  a  number  of  dwellings  and  stores  having  been 
erected  ;  and  the  place  began  to  assume  a  business-like  appearance, 
On  the  loth  of  June,  1857,  a  terrible  and  destructive  tornado  swept 
over  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  in  its  course  destroyed 
nearly  one  half  of  Pana,  and  did  serious  damage  to  the  crops 
throughout  the  township. 

There  was  a  paper  established  in  1857,  edited  and  pulilished  by 
M.  S.  Beckwith. 

The  first  steam  mill  was  built  by  Slack  &  McCoy,  and  com- 
menced operation  Wednesday,  Feb.  3,  1858. 

J.  C.  Helmick  opened  the  fir.st  banking-house  in  Pana,  in  July, 
1866.     This  was  also  the  first  bank  in  the  county. 

There  was  a  fruit  canning  establishment  erected  here  in  1872, 
known  as  "  The  Pana  Branch  of  the  Alden  Fruit  Preserving  Com- 
pany." It  was  a  stock  company  with  S25.000  capital.  The  build- 
ing was  consumed  by  fire  in  July,  1876,  and  the  machinery  after? 
wards  sold  to  parties  at  Springfield  for  S350. 

For  many  years  school  was  kept  iu  the  "  Short  House,"  which 
was  purchased  by  the  school  district  for  62000. 

Dr.  Failing  and  W.S.  Fleming,  directors,  contracted  fjr  the  cast, 
and  first  school-house,  August  11,  1858. 

There  are  at  present  two  magnkicent  and  commodious  three  story 
brick  school  buildings,  surmounted  with  cupolas,  which  are  monu- 
ments of  beauty,  and  have  accommodations  fur  one  thousand 
scholars.  The  east  side  house  cost  S30,000,  and  the  west  side  822,000, 

The  early  settlers  manifested  a  decided  interest  in  religious  in- 
struction ;  consequently  churches  were  organized  and  houses  for 
religious  worship  were  erected  as  the  number  of  inhabitants  required 
them. 

The  date  of  the  organization  of  the  churches,  and  the  time  when 
their  houses  for  worship  were  dedicated,  is  as  ibllows : 

The  Presbyterian  church  w-as  organized  in  1856,  and  their  house 
for  religious  worship  was  dedicated  in  I860. 

The  Methodist  church  was  organized  in  1855,  and  their  house  for 
religious  worship  was  dedicated  in  1867- 

The  Catholic  church  was  organized  in  1854,  and  their  hou.se  for 
religious  worship  was  dedicated  in  1863. 

The  German  Evangelical  church  was  organized  in  18G6,  and 
their  house  for  religious  worship  was  dedicated  iu  18(17. 

The  Baptist  church  was  organized  in  1858,  and  their  house  for 
religious  worship  was  dedicated  in  1867. 

The  United  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  in  1866,  and 
their  house  for  religious  worship  was  dedicated  in  1871. 

The  Southern  Methodist  church  was  organized  in  1870,  and  their 
house  for  religious  worship  was  dedicated  iu  1872. 

The  Christian  church  was  organized  in  1857  and  re-organized  in 
1875.     They  have  no  house  for  religious  worship. 


The  city  of  Pana  has  been  under  three  diflTerent  corporations,  viz: 
first  under  the  general  law  as  a  village,  chartered  in  the  winter  of 
1856-57;  uuder  a  special  charter  in  1867,  and  again  under  the 
general  city  and  village  law  iu  May,  1877. 

The  first  election  was  held  on  the  10th  day  of  March,  1857,  for 
town  officers,  and  resulted  in  the  election  of  A.  Monroe,  President ; 
James  ^Martin,  W.  H.  Giassgow,  L.  F.  Shepherd  and  W.  B.  Little, 
as  Trustees. 

The  first  officers  under  special  charter,  elected  March  8,  1867, 
were:  Wm.  J.  Jordan,  Mayor;  Wm.  T.  Dobbs,  City  Judge  ;  Amos 
A.  Rhodes,  City  Clerl,. ;  J.  W.  Kitchell,  City  Attorney  ;  F.  M. 
^Nlalone,  City  Jlarshal.  Aldermen  in  first  ward — E  A.  Humphrey, 
W.  W.  Watkin  ;  second  ward — W.  A.  Newcomb,  John  De  Lane. 

The  present  city  officers  are  : — F.  W.  Stockbridge,  Mayor ;  S.  C. 
Wagener,  David  Overholt,  E.  Bassett,  Wm.  Elgin,  James  Corcoran 
and  John  Robb,  Aldermen  ;  Wm.  Kelleger,  City  Attorney ;  J.  H. 
Dawdy,  Police  Magistrate;  E.  Davis,  Clerk  ;  O.  Gossman, 
Treasurer;  S.  V.  Ro.seberry,  City  Marshal;  Howard  Randsall, 
Street  Commissioner. 

The  city  hall  was  ereoteil  in  1870.  It  is  a  neat  and  substantial 
brick  building,  three  stories  high.  There  is  a  court-room,  and  offices 
for  the  city  officers,  and  the  business  of  the  city  is  transacted  here. 

Little  more  than  twenty-sis  years  have  passed  since  the  deer  and 
prairie  wolf  held  sway,  and  now  there  is  a  busy  population  of  about 
four  thousand,  possessing  the  aspect  of  a  thriving  and  prosperous 
community.  Its  long  blocks  of  stores  ;  neat  and  substantial  churches ; 
mills  and  manufacturing  establishments ;  its  mammoth  St.  James', 
and  other  hotels,  together  with  many  beautiful  private  residences,  and 
public  schools — all  are  truly  wonderful  and  appear  more  the  work 
of  magic  than  reality,  and  furnish  striking  proof  of  the  marvellous 
growth  of  this  portion  of  the  county. 

The  representatives  to  the  state  legislature  from  Pana  were  :  Dr. 
James  Fiuley,  J,  C-  Hagler  and  Levi  Scott. 

The  po  t-masters  since  the  establishment  of  the  post-office  at  Pana 
have  been,  ]\I.  S.  Beckwith,  A.  G.  Neel,  O.  M.  Baldwin,  J.  W. 
White,  M.  Bird,  A.  C.  Vaudewater  and  E   C  Reese. 


The  following  are  the  secret  societies  in  Pana: 

Pu/ja  Lodge,  No.  226,  A.  F.  &  A,  M.,  was  organized  in  1856,  and 
chartered  October  7,  1856.  The  charter  members  numbered  seven. 
The  first  ofincers  were— J.  Guilford,  W.  M. ;  T.  Short,  S.  W. ;  H. 
Hobson,  J.  W.  The  present  officers  are — S.  V.  Coulter,  W.  JI.  ; 
Chas,  Wall,  S.  W. ;  Chas.  Simmons,  J  W.  The  Lodge  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition  This  is  all  the  information  the  secretary 
could  give  us. 

Pana  Chaptci;  No,  115,  R.  A-  M-,  w-as  granted  under  dispensa- 
tion iu  the  fall  of  1867,  and  chartered  October  9,  1868.  Number 
of  charter  members  were  nineteen.  The  first  officers  were — O.  H. 
Paddock,  H.  P.  ;  L.  Johnson,  King;  W.  W.  Watkins,  Scribe. 
Present  oflicers  are — O  H.  Paddock,  H.  P.  ;  S.  C.  Wagener,  King  ; 
Samuel  Crabtree,  Scribe- 

The  Adar  Lodr/e,  No.  334,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  chartered  October  i), 
1866  The  number  of  charter  members  were  sis.  The  first  officers 
were— N.  B.  Jacoby,  P.  G.  Deputy;  J.  W.  Stark,  N.  G. ;  W.  T. 
Dobbs,  V.  G. ;  J.  F.  Harner,  Secretary  ;  J  C.  Helmick,  Treasurer. 
The  present  officers  are — Wm.  Wansbrough,  P.  G.  Deputy;  C. 
AVall,  N.  G. ;  S.  T.  Bradley,  V.  G. ;  Wm.  Wan.<brough,  Rec'd 
Secretary  ;  J.  L.  Robb,  Per.  Secretary  ;  L.  Adams,  Treasurer.  The 
lodge  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

Halle  of  Armiaia  Lodge,  No.  610,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  chartered 
March  10,  1876.     There  were  ten  charter  member.s.     The  following 
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were  the  first  otiieers  : — W.  Stulilni;ii]n,  P.  (i.  Deputy  ;  ().  Gossniann, 
N.  G. ;  C.  C  8elnvartz,  V.  G  ;  1!.  A.  Pranke,  Secretary;  L. 
Schlierbach,  Treasurer.  The  present  offieer.-:  are  as  follows: — F.  A. 
Gossmanii,  P.  G.  Deputy  ;  John  Schllet,  V.  G. ;  R.  Walti,  Secre- 
tary ;  F.  Henge,  Treasurer.  The  lodge  contracts  all  business  in  the 
German  language,  and  is  in  good  standing. 

Paiia  Lixlge,  No.  43,  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen,  was 
chartered  February  28,  1877.  There  were  thirty-eight  charter 
members.  The  first  officers  were  :— P.  U.  Nichols,  P.  M.  W. ;  0. 
H.  Paddock,  M.  W.  ;  R.  M.  Henderson,  G.  F. ;  W.  E.  Scott,  O. ; 
F.  O.  Paddock,  Rcc'd  ;  E.  C.  Reese,  F.;  R.  C.  Coyner,  Rec'v. ;  Ed. 
F.  Yamelle,  G;  L.  S.  Ham,  I.  W. ;  Frank  Forbes,  ().  W.  Present 
officers  arc  :— D.  W.  Barris,  P.  M.  W. ;  P.  M.  Nicliols,  M.  W. ;  E. 
Wa^'cner,  G.  F. ;  E.  Weddle,  O  ;  Frank  Forbes,  Ree'd  ;  \i.  C.  Coy- 
ner, Rec'v. ;  E.  S.  Davis,  F. ;  Thomas  Uliehurch,  (J.  ;  Chas.  Gutter, 
I.  W.  ;  Phillip  Jageman,  O.  W. 

Below  is  a  list  of  the  present  busiress  houses  and  manufacturing 
institutions. 

BANKS. 

The  lianking-house  of  H  N.  Schuyler  was  established  in  Janu- 
arv,  187ii.     It  is  considered  a  very  safe  and  reliable  institution. 

A  bank  was  established  by  W.  E  Hay  ward,  July  1,  1867.  He 
discontinued  banking  in  November,  1878,  and  has  .since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  Real  Estate  and  Broker  business. 

MILLS    AXD    ELEVATORS. 

The  Central  Mills  and  Elevator,  owned  and  operated  by  Over- 
holt  Bros.,  has  a  run  of  three  burrs,  with  a  capacity  of .60  bbs.  per 
da)'  (12  hours).  The  elevator  in  connection  is  constructed  for 
handling  all  kinds  of  grain,  with  a  capacity  of  25,000  bushels  of 
corn,  and  40,000  bushels  of  wheat.  The  mill  is  a  three  and  one-half 
story  frame  building,  and  was  erected  by  Eli  Jacobs  in  1863.  The 
elevator  was  erected  by  Overholt  Bros,  in  1808. 

TANA    CITY    MILLS. 

Was  erected  by  Messrs.  Miller,  George  &  Minnis,  in  1876.  It  is 
a  brick  building,  three  and  one  half  stories  high.  There  is  a  run 
oi'  four  burrs,  with  a  capacity  of  60  bbs.  per  day  (12  hour.s),  and  is 
operated  by  A.  Miller  &  Co. 

ELEVATORS. 

The  elevator  erected  by  Joel  Beckwith,  in  1870,  is  now  owned 
and  operated  by  S.  JI.  Haywood.  It  is  constructed  for  handling 
all  kinds  of  grain,  and  has  a  capacity  of  10,000  bushels. 

In  1874,  Jacob  Kremer,  built  an  elevator  for  handling  all  kinds 
of  grain,  with  a  capacity  of  20,000  bushels.  It  is  now  owned  and 
operated  by  Tilton  Hemsley  &  Co. 

THE    DOOR,    SASH    FACTORY    AND    PLANING    MILL. 

Was  erected  in  1860,  by  Wood  &  Laton.  It  is  at  present  run 
by  Dutton  Wood. 

There  are  also  two  Planing  Mills  ;  one  is  run  l)y  A.  Parker,  the 
other  by  D.  T.  Davis. 

THE    OHIO    AND    MISSISSIPPI    RAILROAD    COMPANY'S    SHOPS, 
(SPRINGFIELD    DIVISION). 

These  shops  were  erected  by  the  Springfield,  Illinois  and  Soutli- 
Eastern  Railroad  Compan}',  in  1873.  The  O.  &  M.  Company  took 
possession  in  1876.  They  do  all  kinds  of  general  repairing  and  re- 
building. There  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  employed, 
under  the  supervision  of  E.  K.  Sechler,  dicision  master  mechanic,  and 
S.  V.  Coulter,  division  master  car  builder. 

HOTELS. 

The  St.  James  Hotel,  was  erected  by  John  S.  Hayward,  in  1867, 
and  was  first  opened  by  I).  Turnbolt,  as   the  "  Turnbolt  House." 


The  name  was  sidi.sequently  cliangod  to  St.  James'  Hotel,  and  is  now 
kept  liy  Col.  J.  A.  Hay  ward,  the  present  owner  of  the  property. 
The  house  is  built  of  iirick,  three  stories  high,  with  marble 
floors,  and  has  eighty  rooms,  with  accommodations  for  more  than 
160  guests.  It  has  ladies  and  gentlemen's  separate  bath-rooms,  par- 
lors, reading  and  smoking-rooms,  saloon  and  billiard-hall,  and  all 
the  modern  improvements,  and  a  most  complete  kitchen.  The  house 
is  nicely  furnished,  and  lighted  throughout  with  gas.  An  elegant 
view  of  this  hotel  may  bo  seen  on  another  page. 

The  Harrisijii  House,  IMrs.  Matilda  Harrison,  proprietor. 

Central  Hotel,  James  Dalton,  proprietor. 

Keniachij  Hou-ie,  J.  C.  Stout,  jiroprietor. 

Hall  Hoii^c,  ( r.  Evans  proi)rietor. 

HAYWARD's    OPERA    HOUSE. 

Few  places  the  size  of  Fana  can  boast  of  so  fine  a  little  theatre  as 
the  one  above-mentioned.  It  has  a  seating  capacity  of  813.  The 
stage  is  24x30  feet,  furnished  with  a  full  set  of  scenery  by  Noxon, 
of  the  Olympic  Theatre,  St.  Louis.  The  house  is  lighted  with  gas, 
and  heated  by  two  wood  furnaces.    See  interior  view  on  another  page. 

PHYSICIANS. 

The  leading  Physicians  in  Paua  are  : — Geo.  W.  Patton,  Jacob 
Huber,  J.  H.  Dodge,  H.  H.  Deming,  Salem  Dickey,  A.  E.  Eversole, 
L  D.  Higgins,  H.  H.  Hall.     T.  H.  McCoy,  dentist. 

There  are  three  weekly  newspapers  published  in  Pana,  viz : — 
Gazette,  Palladium  and  Ar,/ti.-<. 

BUSINESS    HOUSES. 

Dry  Goods,  Clothin;/,  Boots  and  Shoes. — S.  C  Wagener,  George 
Y.  Panwell,  Beckeuhimer,  Goldstine  &   Co.,  J.   R.  Race   &   Co. 

Groceri/. — James  Babcock,  Jacob  Born,  Jewell  &  Moseley, 
Jageman  &  McElroy,  W.  L  Dowliug,  J.  B.  Shafter,  M.  J.  Jones, 
Newcomb  Bros  ,  J.  C.  Ellis,  Casey  &  Cox,  Wm.  Howard,  and 
Grifiith  Evans. 

Hardware,  Stores  and  Tinwire. — Lewis  Jehle,  Win.  Stuhlinan, 
A.  B.  Gorman,  H.  Buell. 

Furniture. — Hess  &  Bros.,  A.  K.  Corman. 

Clothing  and  Gents'  Furnishing  Goods. — Isaac  Kempner. 

Druf/s.-U  C  Coyner,  P.  M.  Nichols,  0.  Go.ssman  A  Bro.,  L.  D. 
Higgins. 

Jewelry. — .\ugust  Rehor,  A.  J.  Keener. 

Books  and  Stationerij. — J.  M.  Aker. 

Confectionery,  Bakery  and  Bestaurants. — Jaob  Alhliue,  Lewis 
Paul,  James  Methven. 

Boots  and  Shoes. — IMcrrill  it  Neely,  Wm.  Conklin  &  Co. 

Harness, — Lewis  Schlierbach,  J.  C.  Woodside. 

Leather. — N.  Kelliger. 

CVf/ar.?.— P.  L.  Veiling,  A.  Smith,  R.  N.  Forbes,  Juhn  Lem- 
berger. 

Photograph  G<dlery. — J.  V.  Hover. 

Agricultural  Implements— O.  II.  Paddock,  Cox  &  Swim,  F.  W. 
Stockbridge. 

Land  Agents— 11.  C.  C.)ueh,  J.  11.  Dawdy,  G.  I.  Ladd, 

Jjoan  and  Insurance  Agents. — 0.  !M.  Baldwin,  R.  M.  Hender.son, 
James  H.  Yariieil. 

Sewing  Machine  Agents. — ^Frank  Schnitzcr,  N.  D.  Lamarcaux. 

Undertakers.— J.  E.  Neely,  H.  Kirkpatrick. 

Merchant  Tailors.- J.  T.  Albright,  H.  Pratt,  J.  Freich. 

Millinery  and  Dress-making. — j\Irs.  S.  P.  Jlooney,  Misses  B  & 
E.  Millard,  Mrs.  Cieorge  Belnap. 

Hay  Dealers.— D.  E.  McGarrah,  D.  M.  Keys. 
Wholesale  Gunpowder  Dealers. — E.  C.  Reese  &  Bro. 
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loe  Dealer. — John  Shaffer. 

Coal  Dealers.— Heese  Bros.,  O.  H.  Piuldock,  Cox  &  Swim. 

ifarbk  Yards.— T.  H.  Scott,  Smith  &  Walker. 

Lumber  Yards. — R.  Johns,  Dutton  Wood. 

Waffon  and  Carriage  Fadory. — J  &  W.  Corcoran,  P.  Molz,  M. 
Siler. 

Machine  Shop  and  Wagon  Fadory. — Hawker  &  Combest. 

Machine  Shop. — John  Reed  &  Son. 

Foundry  and  Machine  Shop. — John  Emery. 

Tile  Factories. — Jasper  Randolph,  T.  J.  Bernard,  \'idler  & 
Houston. 

SaiB  Mill.  —  Robert  Johns. 

Pop  Manufactory. — F.  Webber  &  Bro. 

Livery  Stables.— T.  P.  Clark,  Henry  Barkshire. 

Shoe  5Ao/).^.— Richard  Miller,  J.  I.  :Mellc.n,  Frank  Schnitzer, 
Wm.  Vickerage. 

Carpenter  Shops. — Chas.  Lyman,  Johu  Neely,  T.  Raymond. 

Cooper  Shops. — Mrs.  John  Saubach,  John  Gartland,  J.  Horn. 

Blachmith  Shops.— Schwartz  &  Jlaise,  John  Schafer,  V.  Steller, 
Peter  Troutmau. 

Barber  Shops. — Patrick  Smith,  E.  Wagner. 

Bidcher  Shops.— ^.  Hegle,  Sanders  &  Runkle,  W.  F-  Fisher. 

Saloons. — Cody  &  Galvin,  Fleming  A  Murefield,  L.  Pane,  W-  R. 
Abrell,  R  Prankey,  Kuha  &  Emery. 

We  subjoin  a  list  of  Township  Officers. 

Supervisors — Wm.    B.    Little,    elected     18(36;    J.   H.   Hawker, 


1867  ;  Joel  Beckwith,1868,  re-elected  1869-70  ;  A.  C  Vandewater, 
1871  ;  W.  B.  Little,  1872  ;  Mr.  Lawrence,  1873  ;  G.  J.  Ladd,  1875, 
and  b)'  re-election  held  the  office  till  1879  ;  Wm.  J.  Jordan,  1879 ; 
E.  S.  Davis,  1880. 

Asse.'<sors. — J.  P.  Walker,  1876;  S.  S.  Vrooman,  1877,  re-elected 
1878;  J.  D.  White,  1879,  re-elected  1880. 

Collectors- — Wm.  J.  Jordan,  elected  1866 ;  Andrew  Brishew,  1867; 
G.  J.  Ladd,  186S  ;  A.  G.  Neel,  1869  ;  W.  H.  Topping,  1870  ;  J.  Y. 
Roseberrj',  1871,  re-elected  1872;  L  Thomas  Mulf,  1873;  S.  V. 
Rosenberry,  1874,  re-elected  1875;  W.  Tribbett,  1876;  C  A. 
Overholt,  1877,  re-elected  1878  ;  Wm.  Tribbett,  1879,  re-elected 
1880. 

Toivn  Clerks.— F.  O.  Paddock,  1876  ;  A.  W.  Parker,  1877  ;  E. 
S.  Davis,  1878,  re-elected  1879  ;  Charles  Nadeubush,  1880. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — Albert  G.  Xeel  and  John  H.  Dawdy, 
elected  in  1866;  H.  J.  Atkins  and  G.  L  Ladd,  1869  ;  A.  G.  Neel 
and  John  H.  Dawdy,  re-elected  in  1870;  Joseph  N.  Patton,  J.  E. 
Southwick,  Isaac  F.  Colby  and  A.  G.  Neel,  1876  ;  J.  E.  Southwick, 
J.  X.  Patton  and  A.  G  Neel,  re-elected  1877  ;  J.  D.  White, 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — W.  A.  Webber,  1876  ;  T.  J.  Lester, 
1877  ;  Daniel  Key.=,  1878;  Fletcher  Anderson,  1879 ;  J.  H.  Smith, 
1880. 

Constahles.—V^ .  J.  Jordan,  G.  W.  McKee  and  John  P.  William- 
sou,  elected  in  1873;  G.  F.  Buckles,  1874;  J.  H  Pratt,  1876;  B. 
C.  Cochran,  J.  P.  Chapman,  W.  J.  Jordan  and  Henry  Jehle,  1877; 
J.  H.  Pratt,  1879  ;  H.  Harvey,  1880. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES 


JOHN  E.  NEELY. 

Among  the  many  men  who  have  contributed  to  the  building  up 
of  the  city  of  Pana,  stands  the  name  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  is  a  native  of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born 
March  19th,  1828.  Tlie  Neely  family,  on  the  paternal  side,  are  of 
Scotch  and  German  ancestry,  and  on  the  maternal  side  Welsh. 
William  Neeh',  the  father,  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  and  died  in 
Chester  county,  Penna.  His  death  occurred  in  February,  1878. 
The  mother  died  in  1852.  There  were  eight  children  in  the  family, 
seven  of  whom  have  survived  the  parents.  John  E.  is  the  eldest  of 
the  family.  He  received  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  state.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  commenced  his  apprentice- 
ship to  the  carpenter  trade,  and  worked  at  the  business  during  his 
sojourn  in  his  native  county. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1856,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Millard,  a  native  of  the  same  county  and  state.  In 
the  spring  of  1858,  he  came  west  and  settled  in  Pana.  At  that 
time  the  town  had  been  laid  out  but  a  few  years,  and  it  was 
yet  in  its  infancy.  Since  Mr.  Neely  has  been  there  he  has  seen  it 
grow  from  a  small  railroad  station  to  a  city  of  four  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. From  the  low,  irregular  wooden  buildings  that  then  gave 
the  town  the  appearance  of  a  frontier  village,  it  has  passed  to  a 
19 


city  with  regular  .streets,  flanked  on  each  side  with  large  and  com- 
modious brick  business  houses,  and  dotted  over  with  elegant  and 
costly  private  residences.  He  has  perhaps  constructed  a  greater 
number  of  houses,  and  contributed  more  to  this  new  appearance 
of  things,  than  any  other  man  in  Pana. 

In  1860,  he  added  the  undertaking  business  to  that  of  carpenter 
and  builder,  and  while  he  contributed  much  by  his  work  to  the 
comfort  of  the  living,  he  has  also  prepared  and  laid  away  many  of 
Pana's  citizens  in  the  silent  city  of  the  dead. 

In  polities  he  was  formerly  an  old  line  whig,  and  as  such  he  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Wiufield  Scott  in  1852.  After 
the  abandonment  of  the  whig  party,  and  the  formation  of  the  re- 
publican, he  joined  that  organization,  and  is  still  au  admirer  of  its 
principles. 

His  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  five  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living.  Their  names  are  Ida  M.,  William  B.,  and  Anna  E. 
Neely  ;  Ella  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  William  How- 
ard died  in  infancy. 

His  estimable  wife  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr. 
Neely  is  much  respected,  and  the  circle  of  his  friends  are  as  wide 
as  his  acquaintance. 
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The  subject  of  the  following  biographical  sketch  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  August  1st,  1840.  His  parents,  John  and 
Sarah  McQuigg,  are  natives  of  county  Antrim,  Ireland.  They 
came  to  America  in  1838,  and  settled  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  still  reside.  There  are  nine  children  in  the  family,  all 
of  whom  are  living  and  have  reached  maturity.  James  C.  is  the 
third  son  and  sixth  in  the  family.  He  was  raised  upon  his  father's 
farm.  His  educational  advantages  in  youth  w-ere  superior  to  many 
others  reared  under  similar  circumstances.  He  attended  a  school 
in  his  neighborhood  known  as  the  "  People's  College,"  which,  while 
organized  and  supported  under  the  Free  School  system  of  the  State, 
in  its  scholarship  was  advanced  to  as  high  a  standard  as  that 
of  academies.  This  was  owing  to  the  liberality  and  advanced  ideas 
of  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  particular  locality,  who  con- 
tributed from  their  private  funds  to  support  the  school.  At  that 
school  Mr.  McQuigg  made  rapid  advancement,  and  became  profi- 
cient in  the  higher  branches  of  mathematics,  and  also  made  con- 
siderable progress  in  Latin  and  other  languages.  In  his  nineteentli 
year  he  entered  the  Fredericksburg  Academy,  in  Wayne  count}', 
where  he  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  The  first 
call  for  troops  to  put  down  the  rebellion  was  made  and  young  Mc- 
Quigg was  among  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call.  He  entered  as  a 
private  under  the  three  months  call,  in  the  4th  Ohio  Regt.  Co.  A, 
Col.  Gibbon  commanding.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to  West  Vir- 
ginia. They  returned  home,  however,  a  short  time  before  their 
time  expired.  On  the  16th  of  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate for  three  years  in  Co.  G,  16th  Regt.  Ohio  Vols.  He  remained 
with  his  regiment  and  participated  in  every  battle  in  which  it  was 
engaged,  till  May,  1863,  when  he  was  wounded  in  one  of  the  as- 
saults on  the  works  before  Vicksburg.  The  wound  disabled  him 
for  further  military  duty,  and  he  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service.    He  returned  to  his  home  in  Ohio,  and  during  the  same 


year  entered  the  Vermillion  College,  at  Hayesville,  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  until  the  fall  of  1865.  He  entered  for  the  classical 
course,  except  Greek,  substituting  therefore  the  study  of  German. 
His  failure  to  study  Greek  prevented  his  graduation.  He  then 
went  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  and  entered  the  law  department  of 
the  Michigan  University,  and  graduated  therefrom  in  the  spring  of 
1867,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  returned  home, 
and  on  the  8th  of  May,  1867,  in  the  District  Court  of  Columbus, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  then  came  west  to  Illinois  and 
located  in  Pana,  where  he  fornied  a  law  partnership  with  A.  C.  Mc- 
Millan, which  continued  for  six  months,  after  which  he  resumed 
the  practice  alone  up  to  the  present.  As  a  lawyer  Jlr.  McQuigg 
has  been  very  successful  in  the  practice,  and  ranks  high  among  the 
best  in  Christian  county.  On  the  8th  of  June,  1869,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Marian  Patton,  daughter  of  Wm.  R.  Patton.  Her 
parentage  is  Scotch-Irish.  She  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
but  has  been  a  resident  of  Illinois  since  1851.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  by  two  children,  a  boy  and  girl,  named  Myron  W.,  and 
Florence  McQuigg,  aged  respectively  ten  and  four  years. 

Mr.  ^McQuigg  is  an  active  member  of  the  republican  party, 
although  not  a  partisan,  only  so  far  as  to  exercise  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, and  in  keeping  prominent  the  principles  of  that  political  or- 
ganization. In  all  local  or  county  elections  he  takes  an  active  part. 
In  1876  he  was  the  candidate  on  the  republican  ticket  for  the  office 
of  State's  Attorney,  and  although  his  party  was  in  a  hopeless  mino- 
rit)'  in  the  county,  yet  so  vigorous  was  his  campaign,  and  such  was 
his  popularity,  that  he  was  defeated  by  only  eighty-three  votes, 
while  the  balance  of  the  republican  ticket  was  beaten  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  votes.  This  fact  testifies  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner possible  his  standing  as  a  man  and  lawyer  in  the  county.  In 
his  manners  he  is  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  gentleman.  His  cha- 
racter as  a  citizen  is  above  reproach. 
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The  Hayward  family  on  the  paternal  side  is  a  very  old  one  in 
the  history  of  Massachusetts.  They  are  the  descendants  of  the 
Pilgrim  fathers  who  fled  from  religious  persecution  in  the  old 
■world  to  make  their  home  in  the  new,  where  they  could  hold  com- 
munion and  worship  their  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  conscience.  They  landed  in  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1838. 
John  S.  Hayward,  the  father,  was  born  in  Plymouth.  In  his 
younger  years  he  was  an  accountant  in  one  of  the  large  business 
houses  of  Boston,  where  he  gained  the  entire  confidence  of  his  em- 
ployers, which,  in  after  years,  was  of  an  incalculable  advantage 
to  him  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  as  it  enabled  him  to  purchase, 
upon  long  time,  large  stocks  of  goods  of  more  than  treble  the  value 
of  all  hi.s,  then,  limited  wealth.  This  confidence  thus  reposed  in 
him  was  never  violated,  and  it  assisted  him  in  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  his  future  wealth.  In  1832  he  came  west,  on  a  tour  of  ob- 
servation. He  returned  east,  and  in.  1834  removed  his  family  west, 
and  settled  in  Hillsboro,  Montgomery  county,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  in  May,  1869.  He  engaged  in  a  merchandizing 
business  until  1852,  when  he  .sold  out  and  gave  his  exclusive  atten- 
tion to  real  estate  transactions,  in  which  he  had,  prior  to  that  time, 
been  heavily  engaged.  In  order  to  give  the  reader  a  proper  idea  of 
the  extent  of  his  real  estate  transactions,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
mention  that  he  was  the  owner  at  one  time  of  8.5,000  acres,  and  was 
perhaps  at  the  time  the  largest  landed  proprietor  in  America. 

In  1840  he  married  Harriet  F.  Comstock.  She  was  a  native  of 
Hartford,   Connecticut.     She   died   in   1874.     There    were   seven 


children  by  this  marriage,  two  of  whom  have  survived  the  parents, 
William  E.,  and  John  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  former 
a  prominent  business  man  and  capitalist  of  Pana. 

Col.  J.  A.  Hayward  was  born  in  Hillsboro,  Montgomery  county, 
Illinois,  October  12th,  1848.  In  his  youth  he  was  an  invalid,  and 
therefore  lost  the  ojiportunity  of  receiving  such  an  education  as  his 
circumstances  in  life  would  permit.  His  entire  schooling  was  re- 
ceived in  Hillsboro  Academy,  and  ended  with  his  seventeenth 
year.  This  defect  in  his  early  training,  and  lost  opportunities  in 
youth  has  been,  to  a  certain  extent,  remedied  in  his  maturer  years 
by  his  habits  of  close  observation,  love  of  reading,  and  retentive 
memory.  His  mental  endowments  are  naturally  of  a  bright  and 
high  order,  and  his  quick  mind  receives  impressions  with  an  apti- 
tude and  retentiveness  that  belongs  to  the  higher  grade  of  intellect. 
Although  not  enjoying  the  usual  facilities  for  acquiring  an  education, 
his  knowledge  of  men  and  things,  and  information  of  events,  past 
and  present,  is  superior  to  many  who  make  far  greater  pretensions. 

In  1867  he  removed  to  Pana  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  trade, 
at  which  he  continued  with  success  until  1870,  when  he  entered  the 
brokerage  business,  and  soon  after  engaged  in  private  banking  in 
connection  with  Henry  X.  Schuyler,  Esq.  The  partnership  con- 
tinued until  1875,  when  he  retired  from  the  bank  in  order  to  give 
his  attention  to  his  farms  and  other  business  which  had  become 
large,  and  required  careful  personal  supervision.  He  also  took 
charge  of  the  St.  James'  Hotel,  a  valuable  business  property  belong- 
ing to  him.     We  may  add  that   under  Col.  Hay  ward's  judicious 
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and  vigorous  management  tlie  "St.  James"  has  gained  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  first-class  hotel.  An  exterior  and  interior  view  of 
this  splendid  hastehy  can  be  seen  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
Perhaps,  however,  that  which  has  given  Col.  Hayward's  name  the 
widest  notoriety  is  his  connection  with  the  show  business — "  Col. 
Hayward's  Jlinstrels,"  "  Col.  Hayward's  Circus  and  Show  Combi- 
nation "  are  well  known  in  the  amusement  world.  His  connection 
■with  the  show  business  commenced  about  1871,  and  since  that  time 
he  has  catered  with  excellent  taste  to  the  amusement  of  the  people 
of  the  West.  His  love  fur  the  drama  and  desire  to  please  the  people 
of  Pana,  induced  him  to  arrange  and  fit  up  a  superb  Opera  House, 
and  furnish  it  throughout  with  elegant  furniture,  and  every  con- 
venience for  the  accommodation  of  the  public,  and  also  arranged  the 
stage  and  made  it  of  such  proportions  that  the  standard  operas, 
dramas  and  spectacular  plays  could  be  produced  here  as  well  as 
upon  the  stages  in  metropolitan  cities.  An  interior  view  of  this 
elegant  opera  house  can  be  seen  on  another  page.  In  politics  Col. 
Hayward  is  a  stanch  and  reliable  republican.  His  first  presi- 
dential vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  and  all  subsequent  elec- 
tions have  found  him  true  to  his  first  impressions  and  teachings  in 
the  school  of  politics.  He  is  fearless  in  the  defen.se  of  his  ideas,  as 
was  sufficiently  attested  in  the  election  that  followed  the  enfran- 
chisement of  the  negro,  under  the  Fifteenth  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution.  The  conferring  of  the  privilege  of  franchise,  and  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  by  the  n€gro,  was  esceedingl}'  un- 
popular with  a  large  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Pana  and  vicinity, 
so  much  so,  that  an  organized  force  was  present  at  the  polls  to 
prevent  it,  but  notwithstanding  this  force.  Col.  Hayward  demanded 
that  they  should  be  allowed  to  vote,  and  should  be  protected  in  the 
exercise  of  their  rights,  and  defied  the  mob  to  prevent  the  colored 
citizens  of  Pana  from  depositing  their  ballots  in  the  box.  In  the 
face  of  the  mob,  and  under  his  protection,  the  first  ballot  ever  cast 
in  Pana  by  a  negro  was  safely  deposited  in  the  ballot  box,  and 
counted  the  same  as  any  other  American  citizen.  His  bold  stand 
for  the  right  under  such  circumstances  made  him  hosts  of  friends,  and 
demonstrated  his  nerve  and  pluck,  and  love  of  fair  play.  In  order 
that  the  republican  party  might  have  a  more  eff"ective  organization 
in  this  section  of  the  State,  he,  in  January,  1880,  purchased  the 
Argus,  a  democratic  newspaper,  and  converted  it  into  an  exponent 
of  republican  principles.  He  fitted  U])  the  office  at  considerable  ex- 
pense, with  new  type,  steam  presses,  material,  and  the  modern  im- 
provements, and  also  introduced  measures  which  infused  into  it  a 
spirit  of  enterprise  that  rapidly  brought  it  up,  until  now  it  is  recog- 
nized as  the  ablest  and  most  influential  newspaper  in  this  Congres- 
sional District. 

In  1875  the  organization  of  the  Illinois  National  Guards  began. 
Col.  Hayward  was  solicited  to  organize  a  company,  which  he  did, 
and  was  elected  captain.  The  State  then  organized  the  companies 
into  regiments.  Upon  this  organization  Mr.  Hayward  was  elected 
Colonel  of  the  5th  Kegiment  National  Guards,  a  position  he  filled 
witli  honor  to  himself  and  credit  to  the  State. 

He  is  an  honorable  member  of  the  ancient  order  of  Free  Mason- 
ry, and  has  acceptably  filled  various  offices  in  that  order.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1871,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Flora  M.  Rood.  She  was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  but  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Illinois  since  1853  ;  her  father,  E.  D.  Rood,  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Milwaukee,  Wis.  This  marriage  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  all  girls,  and  exceedingly 
bright  and  beautiful  children  ;  their  names  are  :  Annie,  Lora,  and 
lone  Hayward.  In  conclusion.  Col.  Hayward  is  a  kind-hearted 
man,  full  of  generous  impulses,  and   ever  ready  to   lend  a  helping 


hand,  and  help  others  over  the  rough  and  rugged  places  that  beset  • 
life's  pathway.     He  is  a  genial,  pleasant  man  of  good  address  and 
ea.sy  conversational  powers,  and  bears  about  him  the  impress  of  a 
gentleman.     In  all  his  dealings  he  is  honorable  and  honest.      This 
is  his  reputation  wherever  known. 


LOUIS  SCHLIEKBACH. 

Among  the  prominent  German  citizens  of  Pana,  none  deserve 
more  special  mention  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  the  Northern  part  of  Prussia  on  the  4th  of  September,  1831. 
Louis  Sehlierbach,  his  father,  married  Sophia  Bucksemschute. 
There  were  three  children  born  to  them,  two  boys  and  one  girl. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  in  the  family.  He  received 
a  goo<l  education  in  the  excellent  schools  of  his  native  land.  After 
he  came  to  America  he  attended  day  school  for  six  months,  and 
night  school  for  two  years.  He  landed  in  New  York  on  the  28th 
of  June,  1849.  At  first  found  work  on  a  farm,  and  then  tried 
gardening  for  a  short  time,  neither  of  which  he  found  pleasant  or 
profitable.  He  then  went  to  harness-making — a  trade  that  he  had 
learned  in  his  father's  shop,  while  yet  a  resident  in  his  native  land. 
Worked  at  his  trade  in  New  York  city  for  five  years,  and  then 
went  into  the  grocery  business,  in  which  line  he  continued  for  five 
months.  The  business  not  proving  remunerative,  he  went  back  to 
harness  making,  and  has  continued  at  it,  with  slight  interruption, 
ever  since.  His  father  and  family  came  to  America  in  1855,  and 
in  1856  they  came  with  our  subject  to  Illinois  and  stopped  in  St. 
Louis,  and  from  there  went  to  Marine  in  Madi.son  county,  where 
they  stayed  six  months,  and  then  came  to  Pana.  Here  the  mother 
of  Louis  died  in  1864,  and  the  father  in  1878.  While  Louis  was  a 
resident  of  Madison  county  he  opened  a  small  shop,  but  there 
was  no  business.  He  therefore  concluded  to  come  to  Pana,  which 
had  only  been  laid  o»t  a  few  years  but  there  was  a  prospect 
of  its  becoming  a  business  place  in  due  time.  When  he  first  came 
to  Pana  he  hired  a  carpenter  to  build  him  a  house  in  which  to  open 
his  trade;  but  there  was  little  to  do  there  in  his  line,  and  he 
therefore  did  whatever  came  in  his  way,  and  labored  at  anything 
that  off'ered  until  he  could  get  work  in  his  shop. 

The  country  soon  began  to  fill  up.  Farms  were  opened,  land  was 
tilled,  and  the  wheels  of  commerce  began  to  move,  and  soon  there 
was  a  demand  for  harness.  He  stuck  to' the  shop,  and,  metaphori- 
cally speaking,  the  shop  stuck  by  him.  He  has  made  it  a  success, 
the  result  of  understanding  his  business,  being  industrious  and 
economical. 

On  the  15th  of  Sept.,  1858,  he  married  Louisa  Bucksemschute. 
She  died  Aug.  12th,  1860.  On  the  15th  of  Sept.,  1863,  he  married 
Minnie,  sister  of  his  first  wife.  By  this  marriage  there  have  been 
four  children,  two  boys  and  two  girls.  Theodore  Louis,  the  eldest 
son,  is  now  a  student  in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  College,  near 
Chicago.  Louisa,  Henrietta  and  Frederick  are  yet  beneath  the 
parental  roof  In  politics  Mr.  Sehlierbach  has  always  been  a  de- 
mocrat. He  has  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  the  local  politics  of 
his  town,  and  has  represented  his  ward  in  the  City  Council.  In 
all  these  offices  he  gave  entire  satisfiiction  to  his  numerous  friends. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  ancient  and  honorable  order  of  Free  Mason- 
ry, and  is  both  a  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  member.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.F.  Mr.  S.,  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  Jlr.  Sehlierbach  is  one  of 
the  worthy  citizens  of  Pana.  He  came  here  while  the  city 
was  yet  in  its  infancy.  He  has  seen  it  grow  from  a  few  straggling 
cabins  to  be  one  of  the  commercial  points  and  business  places  of 
Central  Illinois,  and,  it  may  bo  said  to  his  credit,  that  in  all 
these  years  he  has  maintained  his  standing  as  a  good  citizen. 
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JESSE    W.    AUSTIN. 


MRS.  MARY    AUSTIN. 


Among  the  substantial  farmers  and  leading  agriculturists  of  (Chris- 
tian county  stands  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  heads  this  sketch. 
He  is  a  native  of  Hamilton  county,  Indiana.  The  ancestry  of  the 
Austin  family  is  of  English  extraction.  His  father,  George  Austin, 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  1806.  When  in  his  twentieth  year  he 
came  west  and  settled  in  Ohio,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state : 
this  was  in  1826.  Two  years  later  he  moved  to  Hamilton  county, 
Indiana,  and  engaged  in  farming,  remaining  there  until  1832,  when 
he  came  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  8t.  Clair 
county,  where  he  followed  farming  until  1875,  when  he  removed  to 
Randolph  county,  where  he  at  present  resides,  a  hale,  hearty  man 
of  over  three-score  years  and  ten.  His  occupation  through  life  has 
been  that  of  a  farmer,  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  He 
married  Polly  Wright,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Vermont.  There 
were  eleven  children  born  to  them — four  sons  and  seven  daughters. 
Seven  of  the  children  are  still  living. 

Jesse  W.  is  the  third  in  the  family,  and  was  born  September  19th 
1832,  in  Hamilton  county,  Indiana.  He  was  yet  in  his  infancy 
when  his  parents  moved  to  .St.  Clair  county,  Illinois,  and  is  there- 
fore practically  an  IHinoisian, — his  infancy,  youth  and  manhood, 
having  been  passed  in  this  state.  Like  most  farmer-boys,  he 
worked  on  the  farm  in  the  summer  season  and  attended  the  schools 
in  the  winter  months.  His  life  was  thus  passed  until  he  reached 
his  eighteenth  year,  when  he  practically  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self.  At  that  age  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  remained  for  three 


years,  a  portion  of  the  time  at  work  upon  a  farm  and  the  balance 
iu  a  livery-stable.  Then  he  went  to  Cairn,  111.,  where  he  remained 
nearly  two  years  at  work  in  a  saw-mill,  after  which  he  returned 
home  to  St.  Clair  county  and  purchased  a  threshing  machine,  and 
in  connection  with  his  brother  did  threshing  for  the  farmers  in  his 
neighborhood.  Two  years  later  he  purchased  land,  and  went  to 
farming. 

On  March  19th,  1«6((,  he  married  Miss  :\Iury  Miles,  who  is  a 
native  of  St.  Clair  county,  and  whose  parents  were  from  the  state  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  Austin  continued  farniiuL;-  in  St.  Clair  county  until  JIarch, 
1867,  when  he  sold  out,  and  in  April  following  came  to  Cliristian 
county  and  bought  Hiit  a< ns  of  land  in  Sec  S-j,  T.  12,  R.  1  E.,  and 
commenced  its  cultivation  and  improvement,  ujion  which  he  built  a 
house.  In  1875  he  added  240  acres  to  it,  and  the  same  fall  he 
erected  a  large  and  commodious  farm-house,  barn  and  out-houses,  a 
view  of  which  can  be  seen  on  another  page,  and  there  he  resides  in 
comfort  and  enjoyment. 

When  he  first  came  to  Christian  county  and  purchased  the  land, 
it  was  raw,  unbroken  prairie,  and  from  this  stage  it  has  passed  into 
a  magnificent  farm,  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  improved  in  the 
township  and  county.  There  is  no  less  than  six  miles  of  hedge- 
fence,  all  of  which  is  in  fine,  healthy  condition,  and  kept  trimmed  in 
such  a  wav  as  to  render  it  ornamental  and  useful. 
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As  \yill  be  seen  by  a  perusal  of  the  foregoiug,  Mr.  Austin's  life 
has  been  principally  passed  upon  a  farm.  He  has  made  forming 
the  chief  occupation  and  business  of  his  life,  and  it  is  not  necessary 
for  us  to  add  that  in  this  pursuit  he  has  been  successful.  The  fine 
farm,  well  improved,  and  well  stocked  with  choice  cattle, 
is  an  indication  that  success  has  crowned  his  efforts.  He  also  has 
the  proud  consciousness  that  it  has  been  the  accumulation  of  his 
own  toil  and  good  management.  He  owes  it  to  no  freak  of  fortune 
or  good  luck,  but  to  his  own  personal  efforts,  assisted  by  his  excel- 
lent wife  and  helpmate. 

In  politics  he  was  formerly  a  democrat,  and  cast  his  tir.st  vote  for 
James  Buchanan  in  1856,  and  the  second  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas 
in  1860.  After  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  arrayed  himself  on 
the  side  of  freedom  and  human  rights,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  he  has  been  an  ardent  and  warm  supporter  of  rci)ublican 
principles. 

He  is  not  a  member  of  any  church  organization,  nor  subscriber 
to  any  of  the  formulated  or  ritualistic  creeds;  but  he  honestly  be- 
lieves in  "  doing  unto  others  as  you  would  have  others  do  unto  you," 
and  thinks  that  if  this  idea  was  lived  up  to  the  millennium 
would  not  be  so  far  distant.  He  is  a  njember  (jf  the  honorable 
order  of  I.  O.  O.  F. 

In  his  marriage  he  has  been  happily  blessed  with  four  children — 
three  sons  and  one  daughter.  Their  names  are  Alonzo,  Williani, 
Amy,  and  Owen  Austin. 

Tiie  foregoing  is  a  brief  biographical  sketch  of  one  f)f  the  most 
substantial  farmers  and  best  citizens  of  Christian  county.  In  the 
district  he  is  regarded  as  an  honest,  honorable  and  upright  friend 
and  neighbor.  He  is  public-spirited,  kind  and  hospitable ;  and  in 
his  home  extends  a  friendly  hand  of  welcome  to  all  who  come 
within  its  circle. 


JOHN  H.  DAWDY. 

The  Dawdy  family  are  natives  of  Kentuckj'.  David  Dawdy, 
the  father  of  John  H.,  was  taken  to  Tennessee  while  young,  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  that  state.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812,  and  was  in  Gen.  Coffee's  division,  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Jackson.  After  the  war,  or  in  1816,  he  came  to  the  territory  of 
lUinoi-s,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  known  as  Hamilton  county.  He 
remained  there  until  1822,  when  he  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  re- 
mained there  until  1827,  when  he  moved  to  Shelby  county,  to  a 
place  four  miles  north  of  (Shelbyville,  where  he  died  in  1852.  He 
married  Nancy  Tindall,  a  native  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  who  died 
three  months  after  her  husband.  By  this  union  there  were  ten 
children,  five  of  whom  have  survived  the  parents. 

John  H.  Dawdy  is  the  fourth  in  the  family,  and  was  born  in 
Hamilton  county,  Illinois,  near  McLeansboro,  March  6th,  1820. 
His  education,  such  as  it  was,  was  received  in  log  school-houses  with 
dirt-floors,  and  greased  skins  for  windows.  The  teachers,  if  they 
turned  up  sober  on  Monday  morning,  made  reasonably  good  in- 
structors for  the  remainder  of  the  week.  This  was  the  pioneer  era 
of  the  state.  The  school  system  of  those  days  was  crude,  and  the 
methods  employed  for  imparting  knowledge,  if  possible,  cruder 
still.  John  H.  had  therefore  to  content  himself  with  but  a  slight 
knowledge  of  the  rudimentary  principles.  He  worked  upon 
the  farm  until  he  became  of  age,  when  he  commenced  trading  in 
horses,  in  which  he  continued  for  some  time.  He  rode  as  Deputy- 
sheriff  and  farmed  until  1849,  when  he  discontinued  farming,  and 
gave  all  his  time  to  the  deputy  business  until  1854.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  merchandizing  in  Bhelbj'ville,  and  continued  there  until 
the  spring  of  1856,  when  he  came  to  Pana,  and  continued  the  busi- 
ness there  until  the  latter  part  of  1858.    In  1856  he  was  elected 


As.sociate  Justice  for  the  county  for  the  term  of  four  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  office  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  has 
held  that  office  ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  four  years. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1844,  he  married  Miss  Jane  Frazier. 
She  was  born  in  Kentucky,  but  was  raised  in  Shelby  county.  111., 
where  she  was  living  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  There  have  been 
two  children  born  to  them,  both  boys.  Their  names  are  William 
H.,  who  is  a  lawyer  in  Greenville,  Bond  county,  and  Charles,  who 
is  a  clerk  in  Greenville. 

Judge  Dawdy  is  a  democrat,  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  James  K.  Polk  in  1844.  During  the  war  he  was  a  Douglass 
democrat  and  a  strong  union  man. 

Both  he  and  his  wife  and  children  are  members  of  the  Christian 
church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  thirty  years. 

He  is  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance,  and  has  always  opposed 
the  granting  of  license.  He  is  a  worthy  citizen,  and  is  much 
respected  wherever  known. 


JAMES  C.  ESSICK. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Chester  county,  Pa.,  and 
was  born  October  18,  1844.  His  father,  James  H.  Essiek,  removed 
with  his  familj'  to  Shelby  county,  Illinois,  in  1858,  and  engaged  in 
farming  until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Pana.  Christian  county,  where 
he  died  in  Decemlier  of  the  same  year.  His  wife,  and  mother  of 
James  C,  still  lives  and  re.<ides  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
James  C.  is  the  third  in  a  family  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are 
f'till  living.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  and  select  schools  of 
his  native  State,  and  Illinois.  Having  determined  to  follow  the 
profession  of  law,  he  spent  his  leisure  hours  in  reading  and  studying 
the  standard  text-books.  He  afterwards  entered  the  law  office  of 
J.  C.  McQuigg,  and  there  pursued  his  studies  for  two  years.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1870,  and  immediately  en- 
!  gaged  in  the  practice  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  Soon 
after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  was  choosen  corporation  counsel 
for  the  town  of  Pana.  He  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  past,  and  is 
now,  local  attorney  for  the  Ohio  and  Mi-ssissippi  Railway  Com23any, 
also  for  the  Indianapolis  and  St.  Louis  Railway  Company.  Has 
a  lucrative  practice,  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  lawyers  in  his 
county.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  upon  the  temperance 
question  is  a  prohibitionist.  Mr.  E.,  and  his  wife  are  active  mem- 
l.iers  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  the  Sunday- 
school  work,  and  has  been  for  six  years  and  is  now  superintendent. 
On  the  4th  of  August,  1874,  he  was  married  to  Mi.ss  Maggie  C. 
Newell.  She  was  born  and  raised  in  Canada.  Her  parents,  Alfred 
and  Harriet  Newell,  are  natives  of  Yorkshire,  England.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  ]\[rs.  Essiek,  a  girl  and  a  boy 
— named  Blary  Emma  and  Charles  Alfred,  aged  respectively  four 
and  two  years.  In  his  manners  Mr.  Essiek  is  a  pleasant,  courteous 
gentleman,  plain  and  unassuming,  and  has  many  friends  in  Chris- 
tian county. 

WILLIAM  .M.  SMITH. 
The  subject  of  the  following  brief  biographical  sketch  was  born 
I     in  Virginia,  August  2,  1834.       His  father,  William  D.  Smith,  was 
a  native  of  the  same  state.      He  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1858,  and 
settled  in  Montgomer}'  county,  where  he  still  resides.     William  M. 
came  to  Christian  county  in  1856,  and  taught  school  on  Bear  creek 
in  the  years  1858-9,  at  what  was  then  known  as  the  "  Upper  School- 
House."      The  directors  were :   T.  Leigh,  J.   Haley   and    G.  W. 
'      White.      On  the  27th  of  December,  1859,  ]Mr.  Smith  was  united  in 
'      marriage  to  Miss  Mary  J.  McCoUum.     Her  parents  were  natives  of 


HISTORY  OF  CHRISTIAN  COUNTY,   ILLINOIS. 


151 


Kentucky,  but  emigrated  to  Illinois  while  Mrs.  Smith  was  yet  in  her 
infancy.  The  McCollum  family  were  the  first  settlers  on  Bear 
creek  except  the  Durbins.  Kobert  C.  McCollum, her  fathcr.died  while 
she  was  yet  a  child.  There  have  been  four  children  born  to  W.  H. 
and  Mary  J.  Smitli.  Their  names  are:  Robert  A.  who  is  a  druggist 
in  Owaneco,  this  county,  Jeannette  A.,  Mary  and  W.  Frank  Smith. 
Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Christian  county.  When 
he  came  here  the  country  was  young  and  unimproved.  He  has 
lived  to  see  it  grow  and  prosper,  and  become  one  of  the  best  counties 
in  the  state. 


WILLIAM  II.  XEWCOMB. 

The  suliject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  born  on  the  12tii  of 
February,  1841,  in  Montgomery  count)',  Illinois.  His  father, 
AVilliam  A.  Newcomb,  was  born  in  Prince  CTeorge's  county,  Virginia. 
He  came  to  this  state  soon  after  it  was  admitted  to  the  Union,  and 
was  known  as  "  Major  "  Newcomb  from  having  held  a  commission 
as  Major  in  the  State  Militia,  under  Governor  Reynolds.  Was 
a  carpenter,  joiner  and  cabinet-maker  by  trade.  He  subsequently 
abandoned  these  trades,  engaged  in  farming,  and  afterward  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  When  he  came  to  Illinois  he  was  possessed 
of  little  means  with  a  large  faniih'  depending  upon  him  for 
support.  He  went  resolutely  to  work  and  succeeded  through 
good  management  and  industrj'  in  making  him  and  them  comforta- 
ble, and  above  the  wants  and  dangers  of  penury.  Although  success- 
ful in  life,  yet  he  met  with  severe  losses,  which  at  the  time  threatened 
to  sweep  awav  the  accumulation  and  toil  of  years.  He  remained 
in  Montgomery  county  until  1864,  when  he  moved  to  Pana,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death  in  1876.  He  married  Ann  Armbrister. 
She  was  born  in  Wythe  county,  Va.  She  died  in  Pana,  in  1874. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  six  of  whom  have  survived  the 
parents.  William  H.  is  the  seventh  in  the  family.  He  remained 
at  home  until  his  eighteenth  year,  when  he  commenced  traveling 
for  an  Insurance  Company.  Soon  after  he  was  engaged  in  farming, 
in  which  he  continued  for  two  years,  then  went  west  and  stopped  in 
Colorado  for  one  year,  where  he  became  a  miner.  He  then  went 
to  Montana  Territory,  and  engaged  in  similar  pursuits.  He  re- 
mained there  until  the  fall  of  1866,  and  was  ordinarily  successful. 
He  made  money  and  met  with  reverses, — losing  at  one  time  as 
much  as  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  was  his  entire  fortune.  Nothing 
daunted,  however,  he  commenced  at  the  bottom  and  carefully 
and  laboriouslv  toiled  up  again.  He  returned  to  Pana  in  1866, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1867  in  connection  with  his  brother  Thomas  J., 
engaged  in  the  grocery  and  provision  trade.  This  partnership 
lasted  one  year,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  father, 
which  continued  until  the  latter's  death  in  1876.  Since  that  time 
his  elder  brother,  J.  W.,  has  been  his  partner.  As  will  be  .seen,  Mr. 
Newcomb  is  among  the  oldest  merchants  in  Pana,  and  one  who 
has  always  borne  an  honorable  name,  and  been  recognized  as  one  of 
the  public-spirited  and  enterprising  merchants  of  the  place.  On 
the  loth  of  August,  1871,  he  married  Elvira  Corley.  She  was  born 
and  raised  in  Shelby  county,  Illinois.  Four  children  have  blessed 
this  uniim,  two  of  whom  are  living.  Their  names  are  Myrta  and 
Clinton  Newcomb. 

His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance. 
In  politics  he  is  an  active  and  stanch  democrat,  and  has  been  from 
the  casting  of  his  first  vote  to  the  present  time.  In  1878,  he  was 
honored  by  being  elected  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  while  in  that  office 
discharged  the  duties  in  a  manner  highly  satisfactory  to  his  numer- 
ous friends.  As  a  man  and  a  citizen,  Mr.  Newcomb  is  much 
respected. 


Dr.  GEORGE  W.  PATTON. 

The  Patton  family  were  originally  from  England,  from  which 
they  were  driven  by  persecution  to  take  up  their  residence  in 
France.  The  branch  from  which  the  present  family  spring,  subse- 
quently settled  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  William  Patton,  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Ireland,  or  in  Pennsylva- 
nia soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  this  country — the  exact 
place  of  his  birth  is  not  known.  He  was  engaged  during  his  life  in 
merchandizing,  manufacturing,  and  subsequently  in  contracting  and 
building  public  works.  He  built  railroads  and  canals  in  the  east, 
and  several  of  the  western  states.  His  last  work  was  building  a 
portion  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad.  He  lived  in  Pittsburg, 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  Chicago,  and  moved  to  Pana  about  1851,  and  died 
there  in  1854.  His  family  still  remain  there,  and  are  among  the 
earlv  settlers  of  that  section  of  the  state  and  county.  He  married 
Martha  Scott,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children.  Dr.  George  W.  is 
the  sixth  in  the  family.  He  was  born  in  Armstrong  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, April  15th,  1840.  He  received  a  liberal  education  in  the 
schools  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  Sandu.sky,  Ohio,  and  after  the  ianiily 
came  to  Illinois,  he  attended  one  term  of  school  in  Springfield, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Pittsburgh  and  entered  Scovill's 
College,  where  he  remained  two  years.  During  all  this  time  he 
read  the  standard  text  books  upon  medicine  and  anatomy.  While 
in  Pennsylvania  he  received  private  instruction  in  the  knowledge 
of  medicine.  He  came  back  to  Pana  and  entered  the  office 
of  Dr.  R.  G.  Norris,  with  whom  he  remained  four  years,  and  then 
commenced  the  practice.  In  1864  he  attended  lectures  in  the 
Jeflerson  Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  winter  of 
1876  entered  Bellvue  Hospital  Medical  College,  at  New  York,  and 
graduated  therefrom  in  the  spring  of  1868.  He  returned  to  Pana, 
and  has  continued  the  practice  to  the  present  time. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  1871,  he  married  Miss  Amie  Brown, 
of  Christian  county.  Ills.  By  this  union  there  have  been  tliree 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living.  Their  names  are  George  Gordon 
and  Cora  Ethel.     Mary  Maud  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics.  Dr.  Patton  is  a  republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  and  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter. 
He  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  is  a  total 
abstinence  man.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  New 
School  Presbyterian  Church.  In  his  manners,  he  is  a  plain,  unos- 
tentatious gentleman,  honorable  and  honest  in  all  his  dealings. 
This  is  the  character  he  bears  among  the  people  with  whom  he  has 
lived  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

In  the  practice  of  medicine.  Dr.  Patton  has  been  very  successful. 
He  has  lived  to  see  many  of  his  professional  brethren  come  to  Pana, 
and  commence  the  practice,  but  the  hardships  and  fatigue  incident 
to  a  physician's  life  in  a  comparatively  new  country  soon  had 
its  effect  upon  many  of  them,  and  they  would  linger  awhile,  then 
go  awav  to  other  places  where  the  practice  was  not  so  laborious  and 
where  the  remuneratiuu  was  more  certain. 


J.  B.  SHAFFER. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Franklin  county,  Pa. 
He  was  born  January  olst,  1848.  His  father,  John  H.  Shafler,  is 
a  native  of  the  same  county  and  state.  He  removed  to  Illinois  in 
1857,  and  settled  near  the  town  of  Pana,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  later  in  the  ice  business,  in  which  he  still  continue^;,  lie 
married  JIartha  Bratton,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  J.  1!.  is  the 
eighth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living. 
He  received  a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Pana  and 
vicinity.     At  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he  entered  the  grocery  and 


152 


HISTORY     OF     CHRISTIAN  COUNTY,   ILLINOIS. 


provision  store  of  H.  S.  Eiclielberger,  with  whom  lie  continued 
for  seven  years,  after  wliieh  he  clerked  in  a  dry  goods  and  clothing 
store  for  one  year.  lie  then  went  back  to  the  grocery  and  pro- 
vision trade,  and  has  been  in  that  business  up  to  the  present  time, 
except  one  year  ami  a  half  that  he  spent  in  Kansas,  where  he  enter- 
ed land  and  engaged  in  larining.  His  hcaltli  failing,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  aband.m  I'arming;  he  then  returned  to  Pana.  In  1874, 
ho  purchased  a  stock  of  groceries,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
in  the  trade  for  himself 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1.S74.  he  iuarried  Mi>s  Victoria  Abrell. 
She  was  born  in  Spencer,  Oueu  county,  Indiana.  Her  parents 
came  to  Pana  in  1864. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Shafler  is  a  democrat.  His  tirst  vote  for  presi- 
dent was  cast  for  Horace  Greeley,  in  1872,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  a  mendi.i-  u\'  that  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Prcsbyti  rian  cliurch.  He  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  A.  O. 
U.  W.,  I'ana  L^dge,  Xo.  4o.  ^Mr.  Shatter  is  yet  but  a  young  man, 
just  entering,  so  to  speak,  uptm  the  business  of  life,  but  he  has 
already  given  ample  evidence  of  his  ability  to  take  care  of  business 
and  manage  in  such  a  manner  a-:  to  insure  himaelf  a  competency  in 
later  years.  He  is  industrious,  economical  and  honest,  which  are 
the  sure  foundations  and  safeguards  of  future  success. 

He  is  much  respected  in  his  town,  and  was  twice  chosen  city 
clerk.  It  is  with  i)leasure  that  we  record  these  few  words  in  his 
favor. 


E.  C.  EEESE. 

The  present  efficient  post-master  of  Pana  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  Ohio,  May  20th,  1840.  The  ancestry  of  the  family  on  the 
jjaternal  .side  is  Welsh,  and  on  the  maternal  Scotch. 

The  father,  Thomas  Reese,  was  a  native  of  Fairfield,  Ohio.  He 
■was  a  miller  by  trade,  and  followed  that  business  and  farming  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  remained  in  Ohio  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1S6G.  He  married  Elniira  Dickey.  By  this 
union  there  were  five  children,  all  boys. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  in  the  family.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  his  native  state,  and  received  a  good 
education.  After  attaining  his  majority  he  entered'the  Ohio  Wes- 
leyan  University,  where  he  remained  two  years;  after  which  he  re- 
turned home  and  engaged  with  the  Miami  Powder  Company,  and 
as  their  agent  traveled  through  Indiana  and  Illinois.  His  father, 
dying  iu  1866,  he  returned  home  and  spent  the  folhjwing  two  years 
in  settling  up  his  estate. 

In  1870,  he  engaged  with  the  Austin  Powder  Company,  of  t'leve- 
laud,  as  their  agent,  and  came  to  Pana,  and  located  a  Powder  Mag- 
azine there,  and  made  that  the  distributing  point  for  a  large  scope 
of  country  in  Central  Illinois.  He  remained  with  the  company 
until  1874,  wdien  he  was  appointed  postmaster  to  fill  out  the  unex- 
pired term  of  A.  C.  Vandewater.  At  the  expiration  of  the  term 
he  was  re-appointed  by  President  Hayes  for  the  full  term,  and  at 
the  present  time  fills  the  office  and  discharges  the  duties  thereof  in 
a  manner  highly  .satisfactory  to  the  citizens  of  Pana  and  vicinity. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  186'J,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Hulda  Case,  who  is  a  native  of  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  but  was  a 
resident  of  Hanover,  Indiana,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  She  is 
a  graduate  of  the  Oxford  Female  Seminary,  and  while  a  resident 
of  Hanover,  Indiana,  had  charge  of  the  High  School  as  Principal. 
By  this  nuirriage  there  have  been  three  children,  one  boy  and  two 
girls. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  war  Mr.  Reese  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  the  13od  regiment,  Ohio  infantry,  and  took  part  iu  the  clasing 
campaign  of  the  war,  under  Grant  iu  Virginia.     In  politics  Mr. 


Reese  is  a  republican,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  Brough,  for 
Governor  of  Ohio,  in  1863.  Plis  second  vote  was  cast  for  Lincoln 
iu  1864,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  stalwart  republican. 

He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  ancient  and  honorable  order  of  Freemasonry, 
and  a  member  of  the  Chapter  at  Pana. 


N.  B.  CHALFAXT. 

Thi:  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  December  9th,  1846,  in  Tus- 
carawas county,  Ohio.  Plis  fiither,  Abner  Chalfant,  was  a  native 
of  Brownsville,  Penna.  He  moved  to  Ohio  in  1811,  and  settled  in 
Jefferson  county,  and  afterwards  moved  to  Tuscarawas  county, 
where  he  remained  until  March  23d,  1863,  when  he  came  to  Illinois 
and  settled  in  Clay  county,  where  he  died  October  9th,  1865.  He 
married  Rachel  McDonough.  She  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  is  yet 
living  in  Clay  county.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  iu  a 
family  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  living.  He  received  a 
good  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  worked  on  the  farm 
until  February,  1865,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private  for  three  years 
in  company  B,  152d  regiment,  Illinois  volunteers.  The  regiment 
was  a  part  of  the  armv  under  command  of  Gen.  Geo.  H.  Thomas. 
The  war  being  near  its  elo.^e  the  regiment  did  not  participate  in  any- 
regular  battle,  but  did  general  duty.  They  were  mustered  out  in 
September,  1865,  at  Memphis,  and  discharged  at  Camp  Butler, 
Springfield,  Illinois.  He  then  returned  home  to  Clay  county,  and 
worked  upon  a  farm  ;  afterward  was  Deputy  SheriflT  of  Clay  coun- 
ty, and  then  went  back  t(j  farming  again.  Then  removed  to 
Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  where  on  the  loth  of  January,  1876,  he 
married  Miss  Caroline  Bourquin.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
France  He  came  to  America  and  settled  iu  Ohio  at  an  early  date 
in  the  history  of  that  state.  Mrs.  Chalfant  is  the  fourth  in  a  fami- 
ly of  nine  children.  She  was  born  July  11th,  1848.  Her  mother 
died  April,  1857,  and  her  father  April  21st,  1879  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chalfant,  named  Edwin  Bourquin 
and  Otto  Aljram,  aged  respectively  four  aud  two  years.  In  De- 
cember, 1877,  Mr.  Chalfant  removed  from  Clay  to  Christian  coun- 
ty. He  first  stopped  near  Ohlmau,  in  Rosemond  township,  where 
he  remained  until  March  2d,  1880,  when  he  purchased  laud  in  the 
north-east  part  of  section  thirty,  Pana  township,  where  he  at  pre- 
sent resides. 

In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  In  the  township  aud  among  his 
neighbors  Mr.  Chalfant  is  regarded  as  an  honorable  and  upright 
man,  of  steady  aud  temperate  habits,  and  industrious.  A  view  of 
his  residence  aud  fiirm  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


BERNHART  HEGLE. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Germany.  He  was  born 
November  5th,  1826.  He  was  fairly  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  land.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  commenced 
tlie  trade  of  a  butcher,  and  served  two  years  of  an  apprenticeship, 
after  which  he  worked  as  a  master  of  his  trade  at  the  business  to  the 
present  time.  When  in  his  twenty-eighth  year,  he  left  Germany  and 
came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York  on  the  4th  of  August,  1854. 
He  stopped  in  New  York  a  .short  time,  then  weut  to  Cincinnati, 
where  he  followed  the  butchering  business  for  four  years.  He  then 
removed  to  the  town  of  Washington,  in  Tazewell  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  stayed  two  years ;  then  to  Peoria  two  years  ;  then  to 
Springfield,  where  he  remained  eight  years,  and  on  the  19th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1870,  he  came  to  Pana,  wdiere  he  resided  and  followed 
the  butchering  business.  During  the  time  he  lived  in 
Washington   he   married   Mrs.  Sarah  Clements,  nee  Varley.     She 
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is  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England.  Her  parents  came  to  America 
in  1S31,  and  settled  near  Cincinnati,  afterwards  removed  to  Illinois 
and  settled  in  Peoria  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  his  wife  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian.  In  politics 
Mr.  Hegle  has  always  voted  .and  acted  with  the  democratic  party. 
His  first  vote  was  cast  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in  1860.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  honorable  order  of  I  O.  O.  F.,  Pana  Lodge,  No.  610. 
Few  men  iu  Pana  are  more  respected  for  their  worth  as  a  man  and 
citizen  than  Mr.  Hegle.  In  the  business  of  his  life  he  has  been  very 
successful,  notwithstanding  he  met  with  severe  losses  and  reverses. 
He  is  in  a  position  to  enjoy  a  life  of  ease  should  he  so  will  it. 
AVhat  he  possesses  has  been  accumulated  and  gathered  together  bv 
a  life  of  toil  and  the  practice  of  economical  habits,  which  are  so 
characteristic  of  the  German  people. 

We  call  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  a  view  of  his  residence  on 
another  page. 


the  practice  of  economy.      In  the  community  he  is  regarded  as  au 
honorable  and  worthy  man,  and  a  kind  and  obliging  neighbor. 


HEXKY  G.  CONDER 
AVas  born  in  Mercer  county,  Kentucky,  July  lOtli,  1826.  Tiie 
Conder  family  is  of  German  descent.  They  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  the  Carolinas  at  an  early  daj',  and  from  there  came  to 
Kentucky.  Thomas  M.  Conder,  the  father  of  the  present  sketcli, 
was  a  stone-mason  in  his  younger  days,  but  afterwards  engaged  in 
farming.  He  married  Nancy  W'hittinghill.  She  was  also  a  native 
of  Kentiick)'.  In  1840  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Owen  countv, 
Indiana,  where  he  remained  until  1858  or  '59,  when  he  came  to 
Illinois,  and  settled  in  JIcLean  county,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  March  17th,  1865.  His  wife  died  in  No- 
vember of  the  same  year.  There  were  twelve  children  in  the  famil  v, 
eight  (if  whom  have  survived  the  parents.  Henry  G.  is  the  scconil 
sou.  He  remained  at  home  at  work  upon  the  farm  until  his  twentv- 
second  year.  During  his  youth  he  had  but  limited  ojiportunities 
for  receiving  an  education.  On  the  22d  of  June,  1848,  he  married 
Mrs.  Dicy  A.  Dawson,  nee  Scott,  a  native  of  Owen  countv,  Indiana. 
By  this  union  there  have  been  ten  children,  si.K  of  whom  are  living. 
J\lrs.  Conder  had  two  children  by  her  former  marriage,  one  of 
whom  is  living,  viz:  James  A.  Dawson.  Both  he  and  his  brother, 
Samuel  T.,  were  members  of  Company  B,  88th  Regiment  Indiana 
Volunteers,  during  the  late  war.  They  enlisted  in  1862,  and  re- 
mained in  service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  names  of  the 
children  are:  Claretta,  wife  of  John  Jehle.  She  died  in  Februarv. 
1875.  She  had  three  children,  one  of  whom  is  living.  His  name 
is  James  Jehle.  Frances  Mary,  wife  of  C.  E.  Tallon  ;  Isaac  Flovd, 
married  and  at  home  on  the  farm;  Nancy  E.;  Millie,  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years;  John  H.,  Lizzie,  Joseph  T.,  died  October  1st, 
1875,  in  his  fifteenth  3'ear;  E  Idie  S.,  and  Georgiana.  After  Mr. 
Conder's  marriage  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Indiana,  and  remaincti 
there  until  1854,  when  he  removed  to  McLean  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  farmed  until  the  spring  of  1864,  when  he  came  to  Pana 
township,  in  Christian  county,  purchased  land  in  Section  12, 
and  made  a  farm,  put  on  ths  improvements,  and  there  he  has  re- 
mained to  the  present.  He  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  success- 
ful farmers  of  this  county.  A  fine  view  of  his  farm  and  resi(lonce 
can  be  seen  by  reference  to  another  page  of  this  work. 

In  politics  l\Ir.  Conder  is  a  democrat  He  cast  his  first  presiden- 
tial vote  for  Lewis  Cass  in  1848,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a 
member  of  that  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  church,  and  both  by  their  walk  and  c<inversation  show 
the  sincerity  of  their  belief.  Mr.  Conder's  business  through  life 
has  been  that  of  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser;  and  in  that  he  has  been 
more  than  ordinarily  successful.  He  started  out  in  life  unaided, 
and  whatever  he  possesses  has  been  the  accumulation  of  his  toil  and 
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iMa.ior  W.  B.  LITTLE.— (Dece.\sed\ 
Major  Little  was  born  in  Monmouth  county.  New  Jersey, 
June  19th,  1812.  He  was,  while  yet  a  young  man,  engaged  in 
merchant  tailoring,  and  had  a  large  establishment  in  New  York 
city.  AVhile  a  resident  of  that  State  he  was  elected  ]\Iajor  in  the 
State  ]\Iilitia,  and  the  title  of  Major  clung  to  him  through  life. 
He  came  to  Illinois  about  1840  and  settled  in  Alton,  where  he  fol- 
lowed tailoring.  From  there  he  went  to  Staunton,  Macoupin 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandizing.  He  soon  after  pur- 
chased a  farm,  and  tried  farming.  He  remained  in  the  latter  place 
until  1856,  when  he  moved  to  Pana,  where  he  continued  merchan- 
dizing until  his  death,  which  took  place  July  21st  1874.  He  mar- 
ried Mi.ss  Esther  L.  White.  She  died  in  1853.  One  son,  Otis  W. 
Little,  is  the  only  ofl'spring  of  this  union.  On  the  17th  of  Nov., 
1870,  he  married  Emily  Rutledge.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Northumberland,  England,  and  came  to  America  in  18o7,  and  set- 
tled in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  9th,  1871.  Major  Little  was  a  prominent  and 
useful  citizen  of  Pana.  He  was  Supervisor  of  the  township,  and  it 
was  while  acting  iu  that  capacity  that  he  refused  to  sign  the  bonds 
issued  in  aid  of  the  Springfield  and  South  Eastern  railroad.  He 
refused  to  sign  them  on  the  general  grounds  that  their  issue  was 
illegal,  and  that  the  conditions  of  the  contract  had  not  been  com- 
plied with  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  company.  For  thus  refusing 
he  was  abused  and  maligned,  but  time  has  shown  that  he  was  right, 
and  the  mass  of  the  people  wrong.  The  bonds  have  since  been  de- 
clared illegal  and  void  l)y  all  the  courts,  wherein  their  legality  was 
tested.  They  burnt  him  in  effigy  and  forced  him  to  resign  his  posi- 
tion as  Supervisor  for  doing  what  he  knew  was  his  duty  to  do. 
Time,  the  great  leveller,  makes  all  things  even,  and  to  day  all  ac- 
cord him  praise  and  applaud  his  honesty  and  firmness.  He  was 
also  President  of  the  Town  Board  for  six  years.  In  his  death 
Pana  lost  an  honorable  and  valuable  citizen. 


OTTO  GOSSMAN. 

Among  the  prominent  and  repre.sentativo  German  citizens  of 
Pana,  stands  the  name  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  May  2d,  1840.  His  father 
was  a  merchant,  and  possessed  of  considerable  means,  and  he 
spared  no  pains  or  expense  to  fit  Otto  for  the  business  of  life. 
At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  entered  tiie  Gymnasium,  where  he  re- 
cei  ed  a  thorough  training  in  the  classics  and  modern  languages, 
and  in  experimental  and  theoretical  chemistry,  botany,  and  materia 
medica.  He  remained  under  the  tuition  of  the  best  teachers 
in  that  institution  for  eight  years,  and  then  entered  the  University 
at  Wurzberg  and  jMunich,  and  stayed  there  for  four  V'ears,  and 
completed  his  studies  in  chemistry  and  pharmacy.  After  his  grad- 
uation from  the  University,  he  concluded  to  leave  his  native  land, 
and  accordingly  set  sail  for  America,  and  landed  in  New  Orleans 
on  the  1st  of  April,  1869.  His  first  employment  was  in  a  drug- 
store in  the  above-named  city  ;  there  he  first  put  iu  practice  his 
knowledge  obtained  in  the  best  schools  of  Europe. 

He  remained  in  New  Orleans  until  1870,  when  he  came  to  Pana, 
Christian  county,  Illinois,  and  entered  the  drug-store  of  P.  M. 
Nichols  as  prescription  clerk.  Continued  with  Mr.  Nichols  for 
eight  years.  In  October,  1878,  he  in  connection  with  his  brother, 
Frank   Gossman,  opened  a  drug-stnre,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
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present  the  firm  of  Ottu   Gossman  &  Bro.  is  recognized   as  one  nf 
the  leading  business  houses  of  Pana. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1875,  Jlr.  Gossman  was  united  in  mar- 
riage  to  Miss  Catharine  Hebel.  She  is  of  German  nativity.  Her 
parents  came  to  America  while  slie  was  yet  in  her  infancy.  By 
this  marriage  there  have  been  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, both  girls.     Their  names  are  Mary  Phillipina  and  Clara. 

In  religious  fiiitii  Jlr.  Gossman  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  while  his  estimable  wife  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lu- 
theran Church. 

He  is  an  active  and  valued  member  of  the  ancient  and  honora- 
ble order  of  Freemasonry,  and  belongs  to  Pana  Lodge,  No.  2l*U, 
and  Pana  Chapter,  No.  1 1 5,  K.  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Lodge  of  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  takes  great  interest  in  the  work  of  both 
bodies. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gossman  is  an  ardent  and  stalwart  democrat. 
He  soon  after  coming  to  this  country  espoused  the  cause  and  prin- 
ciples of  that  party,  and  has  been  one  of  its  most  active  and  relia- 
ble members.  Is  of  an  enthusiastic  nature,  and  whatever  cause 
he  champions  he  gives  it  his  individual  and  best  abilities.  To  say 
that  he  is  most  soundly  indoctrinated  in  the  princii)les  of  his  party, 
is  to  say  that  which  is  evident  to  all  who  have  any  knowledge  or 
acquaintance  with  him.  During  the  last  great  national  campaign, 
none  were  more  enthusiastic,  or  gave  more  liberally  of  their  means 
or  time  to  the  advancement  of  democratic  ideas  than  he.  He  labored 
earnestly  and  actively,  that  the  principles  which  he  believed  were 
for  the  best,  should  become  the  rule  and  guide  in  this  great,  free 
and  prosperous  country. 

Such  in  brief  is  a  biographical  sketch  of  Otto  Gossman.  He 
brings  to  his  business  a  mind  trained  in  the  best  schools  of  Ger- 
many. Is  a  man  of  very  liberal  education,  and  possessing  an 
open,  hearty,  frank  nature.  Of  plain,  unas.suraing  manners 
and  pleasing  address.  He  belongs  to  the  progressive  school  of 
men,  and  is  full  of  push  and  enterprise.  None  will  go  further  to 
do  a  kind  act,  or  to  help  a  friend  than  Otto  Gossman.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  he  is  City  Treasurer  of  Pana  He  is  regarded  by  all  as 
an  honest  and  honorable  gentleman. 


ABNER  J.  McWILLIAMS 
Was  born   in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  November  27th,  1823.    The 
ancestry  of  the  family  on  the  maternal  side  is  English,  and  on  the 
paternal  Scotch. 

The  paternal  grandfather  came  from  Scotland.  His  descendants 
settled  in  Ohio  at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  that  state.  John 
McWilliums,  the  father  of  Abner  .1.,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  re- 
mained there  until  his  death  in  1824.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Smith.  She  was  boi-n  in  Loudon  county,  Virginia.  She  survived 
her  husband  many  years,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  July  19th,  1870.  There  were  but  two  children 
in  the  family,  Abner  J.,  and  a  daughter,  who  died  while  she  was 
yet  young. 


Mrs.  Mc Williams,  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  married 
John  Brownhull.  By  this  marriage  tiiere  was  no  issue.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  had  but  slight  advantages  for  receiving  an  edu- 
cation. His  father  dying  while  he  was  yet  young,  he  was  compelled 
at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  to  take  care  and  provide  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  for  liimself.  He  worked  at  farming,  teaming  and  flat 
boating,  and  such  other  work  as  came  readily  to  his  hand,  until  his 
nineteenth  year,  when  he  came  west  in  company  with  his  uncle  to 
Illinois,  settled  in  Pike  county,  where  he  remained  until  April  of 
1849,  when  in  company  with  three  others  he  made  a  trip  in  ox- 
teams  to  Oregon  by  the  overland  route.  From  Oregon  he  went  to 
California  In  company  with  Gen.  Joe  Lane,  who  was  territorial 
governor  of  Oregon  at  that  time.  While  in  California  he  engaged 
principally  in  mining.  In  1853  he  returned  home  to  Pike  county 
by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  In  1854  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  land  in  Pike  county,  and  commenced 
farming.  He  continued  there  until  1866,  when  he  sold  out  and 
came  to  Christian  county,  and  purchased  land  in  sec.  28,  town.  12, 
range  1-E. 

It  was  raw  land,  and  all  the  improvements  have  been  placed  on 
it  since  he  bought.  A  fine  view  of  the  farm  and  buildings  can  be 
seen  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Here  he  has  lived  and  culti- 
vated and  improved  the  farm  until  the  present.  On  the  7th  of 
May,  1857,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  W.  Fisk. 
She  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  but  was  a  resident  of  Pike  county 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

Mrs.  McWilliams'  parents,  Eleazer  and  Lucy  (Russell)  Fisk, 
came  to  Pike  county  in  1840.  Both  died  in  that  countv.  Mrs. 
McWilliams  was  the  eldest  daughter.  There  have  been  four  children 
born  to  Abner  J.  and  Martha  McWilliams,  two  of  whom  are  living. 
Their  names  are  John  F.,  eldest  son,  now  a  resident  of  Colorado  ; 
Henry  A.,  died  in  his  fourth  year  ;  Mary  Emilj',  who  is  yet  beneath 
the  parental  roof. 
'  Mr.  McWilliams  is  a  member  of  the  ancient  and  honorable  order 
of  Freemasonry,  and  was  made  a  Mason  in  Salem  Lodge,  No.  56, 
Pike  county,  Illinois.  His  wife  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  M. 
E.  Church. 

In  politics  he  is  a  democrat,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Lewis  Cass 
for  president  in  1848.  Since  that  date  he  has  adhered  to  the  party 
of  his  first  choice.  While  a  resident  of  Pike  county  he  represented 
his  township  in  the  board  of  supervisors.  Since  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  county  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but  he 
refused  to  qualif}'  for  the  position.  He  has  been  by  occupation  a 
farmer.  He  started  in  life  completel}'  unaided.  Thrown  upon  his 
own  resources  while  yet  a  mere  boy,  and  compelled  to  earn  his  own 
support,  he  early  learned  habits  of  industry  and  rigid  economy. 
Starting  in  life  with  his  hands  and  good  health  as  his  only  capital, 
he  has  succeeded  in  carving  out  for  himself  a  comfortable  compe- 
tency, and  at  the  same  time  made  for  himself  a  name  for  honesty 
and  strict  integrity,  which  after  all  is  the  best  legacy  to  leave 
to  posterity. 
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ROSEMOND    TOWNSHIP. 


-_=St^HI8  township  is  situated  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  the 
county,  and  is  known  geographically  as  Town  11  N., 
Kange  1  West.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Locust, 
and  on  the  east  by  Pana  township ;  on  the  south  by 
Montgomery  county,  and  on  the  west  by  Greenwood  township. 

The  surface  is  a  beautiful,  findulating  prairie,  with  scattering 
patches  of  timber,  which  are  principally  along  the  streams.  For- 
merly there  was  considerable  timbered  land  in  the  northern  part 
along  Locust  and  Cottonwood  creek*.  The  soil  is  like  that  of  ad- 
joining townships,  a  rich,  deep,  black  loam,  and  highly  produc- 
tive. 

It  is  drained  by  several  small  tributaries  of  the  South  Fork  of 
the  Sangamon  river,  which  courses  through  the  south-western 
part  of  the  township.  The  principal  tributaries  are  the  Locust  and 
Cottonwood  creeks,  in  the  northern  part. 

The  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  railroad  enters  the  township  on 
section  thirty-three,  and  passes  out  on  section  twenty-four,  running 
in  a  south-westerly  direction  through  the  south-east  part. 

For  many  years,  one  or  two  families  lived  in  the  south-east  cor- 
ner of  this  township,  but  the  great  body  of  it  was  unsettled  and 
remained  in  its  wild  native  state  till  the  year  18.55.  It  then  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  some  eastern  men,  and  soon  the  beautiful 
prairie  was  dotted  over  by  the  neat  residenc  s  of  a  New  England 
colony.  The  principal  movers  in  this  enterpri.se  were  Benjamin 
E.  Hawley  and  Brainard  Smith.  These  gentlemen  purchased  in 
Feb.  18.56,  a  tract  of  land  embracing  about  5,000  acres  lying  in 
a  body ;  one  thousand  of  which  was  timbered.  These  lands  were 
sold  to  the  colonists,  who  soon  improved  aud  c  iltivated  them.  A 
striking  feature  in  this  tract  was  the  large  number  of  mounds, 
which  wei-e  situated  on  nearly  or  quite  every  quarter  section,  com- 
manding beautiful  sites  for  building.  During  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer, these  mounds  were  covered  with  beautiful  ro.ses  and  wild 
flowers ;  hence  the  name  Itoseniond  was  suggested  and  chosen  fur 
the  township. 

The  first  settlement  of  Rosemond  began  .Tan.  14,  185(3,  bv  Beiij. 
R  Hawley,  from  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  Brainard  Smith,  from  Sunderland, 
Mass.  ;  Benj.  E.  Warner  and  John  Putnam,  from  Hinsdale,  Mass  ; 
Orlando  M.  Hawks,  from  Ma.ss.,  and  John  S.  Marvin,  from  Fishkill, 
N.  Y.  These  six  men  came  first,  and  soon  erected  as  many  dwelling- 
houses,  and  at  an  early  day  were  joined  by  their  families.  They 
were  soon  followed  by  other  emigrants  from  Massachusetts  and  New 
York.  These  first  families  brought  with  them  the  cheering  cere- 
monies of  a  pure  religion,  and  on  the  first  Sabbath  after  their  ar- 
rival a  meeting  for  prayer  and  religious  worship  was  held,  thus 
laying  the  foundation  of  the  .settlement  in  the  fear  of  God. 

The  settlement  known  as  "  Bell's  Grove,"  was  named  by  John 
Bell,  who  settled  there  in  1836.  It  was  included  within  the  limits 
of  "Stone  Coal   Precinct,"  in   1845.     James   Waddle   and   John 


Crow  came  to  the  Grove  in  1842,  and  William  Reed  and  .Jonathan 
Blackburn  came  at  a  later  date,  probably  in  1844.  "  Bell's  Grove  " 
was  in  Town  11  N.  R.  1  W.  (Rosemond),  and  the  above  named 
per.sons  were  properly  the  first  settlers  in  Rosemond  township. 

Wm.  A.  Chase  was  also  an  early  settler,  and  was  noted  for 
being  largel}'  engaged  in  fruit  growing.  He  was  a  native  of  Mass., 
and  came  to  Illinois  in  1842,  and  settled  in  Rosemond  township  in 
June,  1857. 

We  give  a  list  of  the  first  land  entries,  which  appear  upon  the 
records:  Feb^  3,  1836,  J.  Black  and  J.  T.  B.  Stapp,  entered  the  E. 
half  of  S.  E.  quarter.  Sec.  24,  80  acres,  also  E.  half  N.  E.  quarter. 
Sec.  25,  80  acres ;  W.  half  N.  E.  quarter.  Sec.  25,  80  acres,  and  E. 
half  of  S.  E.  quarter,  Sec.  25,  80  acres.  Feb.  5,  183G,  J.  S.  Hayward 
and  C.  Holmes,  the  W.  half  of  S.  E.  quarter,  section  24,  80  acres ; 
N.  W.  quarter,  section  25,  160  acres ;  S.  W.  quarter,  section  25, 
160  acres;  W.  half  S.  E.  quarter,  section  25,80  acres.  January  9, 
1851,  John  Evaas,  entered  lot  2,  in  N.  E.  quarter,  section  2,  78  68- 
100  acres;  also  lot  1,  N.  E.  quarter,  section  2,  80  acres;  lot  2,  N. 
W.  quarter,  section  2,  80  60-100  acres ;  lot  1,  N.  W.  quarter,  sec- 
tion 2,  80  acres;  lot  2,  N.  E.  quarter,  section  3,  82  28-100  acres; 
lot  1,  N.  E.  quarter,  section  3,  80  acres. 

During  the  first  years  of  the  settlement,  they  cultivated  their 
farms  without  enclosing  them  with  fences,  as  fencing  materials 
were  not  easily  gotten,  and  hedge  would  not  grow  large  enough  in  so 
short  a  time.  Hence  a  stock  law  for  this  township  was  passed  b}' 
the  state  legislature  in  Feb.  1857,  compelling  the  inhabitants  to 
keep  up  their  stock.  It  caused  considerable  ill-feeling  aud  conten- 
tion, but  served  a  good  purpo.se  by  advancing  the  cultivation  and 
improvements  of  this  township,  while  the  adjoining  ones  remained 
longer  in  their  original  state. 

The  first  marriage  in  this  township  was  John  L.  Marvin  to  !Mis3 
Minnie  Hawley,  by  Rev.  R.  M.  Rolierts. 

The  first  death  was  probably  that  of  Silas  Clapp,  who  died  May 
20,  1857,  aged  54  years. 

The  first  religious  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  John  Putnam, 
in  the  early  part  of  1856,  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  New  England 
colonv.  In  the  spring  of  1856,  a  Sabbath-school  was  organized, 
numbering  twenty-five  scholars.  The  children  were  classed,  aud 
the  adults  formed  a  Bible  class.  O.  M.  Hawks  was  the  first  super- 
intendent. In  the  religious  meeting  the  male  members  took  their 
turns  in  conducting  the  exercises.  During  the  first  summer,  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Gordon,  of  Vandalia,  was  the  first  to  raise  the  standard 
of  Christianity  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  new  settlement.  He 
came  once  in  four  weeks,  which  with  Rev.  Timothy  Hill  and  Rev. 
Thos.  Holmes,  preaching  on  alternate  Sundays,  was  all  the  clerical 
services  previous  to  the  organization  of  a  church. 

On  the  7th  day  of  September,  1856,  a  congregational  church  was 
organized  by  Rev.  A.  T.  Norton,  who  officiated  as  moderator,  and 
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er  of  members  uniting  was 


B  K.  Hawley  as  clei-l<.    The  whole 
twenty-two. 

Kev.  \Vm.  C  Mei-ritt  was  the  first  pastor. 

The  Coni^regational  Church  was  erected  in  Rosemond  in  iJ'fiT. 

The  Methodi.st  Church  was  organized  at  a  later  date,  and  they 
erected  their  church  in  Rosemoud,  in  the  year  1868. 

Schools  were  established  at  an  early  date.  The  first  school-house 
was  erected  in  1858,  and  was  also  used  for  a  long  time  for  church 
purposes. 

The  Sherman  school-house  was  built  in  1864,  and  is  located 
one  mile  south  of  the  Buckeye  church. 

The  Grant  school-house  was  built  on  Section  17,  in  1861). 

The  county  poor  farm  is  located  on  section  3  of  this  township, 
on  land  purchased  of  J.  W.  and  Thornton  Hunter,  in  1869.  The 
poor-house  was  erected  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1870,  and  later 
a  brick  lock-up  for  the  insane  and  unruly  paupers. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  since  township  organization : 

tSiipervisors. — M.  Simpson,  elected  1866;  W.  A  Schemerhon, 
1867,  re-elected  1868;  M.  P.  Simpson,  1869,  re-elected  1870;  Rob- 
ert Little,  1871 ;  L.  Parsons,  1872,  re-elected  1873,  74  and  '75  ; 
Jos.  Gimliu,  1876;  J.  W.  McElroy,  1877,  re-elected  1878  and  '79; 
Thomas  Bonnel,  elected  1880. 

A^ses^ws.— John  A.  McElroy,  1876  ;  C.  G.  Richards,  1877,  and 
re-elected  1878,  '79  and  '80. 

Collectors. — T.  L.  Hartup,  elected  1866  ;  Henry  M.  Graham, 
1867;  and  by  re-election  held  the  office  to  1876;  P.  L.  Dodge, 
1876;  and  by  re-election  has  held  the  office  ever  since. 

Toim  Clerks. — Chas.  W.  Hill,  elected  1867,  and  re-elected  each 
succeeding  year  up  to  1879  ;  A  Guthrie,  1880. 

Commissioners  oj'  Highways. —  R.  J.  McAfee,  1876;  Henry 
Bess,  1877  ;  J.  Kendall,  1878  ;  Wm.  Nicholson,  1879  ;  I.  N.  Por- 
ter, 1880. 

Cnnstahles, — John  F.  Warner  and  Ira  Kimball,  elected  in   1877. 


Jusfice  of  ihe  Peace — Josepb  Rosenberry,  elected  1870;  L  Par- 
sons, 1870;  Joshua  Pepper  and  Joseph  Rosenberry,  1873;  Henry 
]M.  Grayham  and  Joseph  Rosenberry,  1877  ;  L.  Parsons,  1879. 

THE    TOWN    OF    ROSEMOND 

Is  located  in  the  south-east  orner  of  section  23.  It  was  first 
only  a  railroad  station. 

The  town  was  first  surveyed  and  platted  Oct.  25th,  1860,  by  C. 
A.  Manners,  for  B.  R.  Hawley  and  Phordice  Boutwell,  the  original 
proprietors.  There  was  left  a  lot  for  a  public  square  and  one  for  a 
public  school  building. 

The  town  is  beautifully  situated  on  an  elevated  tract,  command- 
ing a  very  good  view  of  the  surrounding  country.  It  is  quite  a 
grain  shipping  point,  and  at  one  time  there  was  a  good  flouring 
mill.  The  mill  is  yet  standing,  but  is  in  a  rather  dilapidated  con- 
dition. 

There  are  two  neat  and  comfortable  churches,  viz :  The  Metho- 
dist and  the  Congregational.  There  is  also  a  good  public  school 
building  and  a  number  of  nice  residences. 

Below  is  a  list  of  the  business  houses. 

ELEVATORS. 

The  Haywood  elevator  was  erected  by  S.  M.  Haywood  »fe  Son,  in 
1875,  and  is  now  owned  and  operated  by  C.  D.  Haywood.  It  is 
constructed  for  handling  all  kinds  of  grain,  with  a  capacity  of 
16  000  bushels. 

AV.  W.  Powell  erected  an  elevator  in  1879,  with  a  capacity  of 
15,000  bushels,  which  is  constructed  on  the  most  improved  plan, 
and  said  to  be  the  best  in  ojjeration  in  the  county. 

General  Store. — Louis  Guth. 

Physicians.— G.  M.  Walker,  F.  Fisher,  R.  S.  Simp.son. 

Blacksmith. — Matt.  Hilger. 

Waffon  ]}[aker. — William  C'hristner. 

Boot  and  t^hoe  3Ia!:er. — John  B.  Frost. 


-c<:^G^^^^^^- 


BIOGPvAPIIICAL    SKETCHES, 


JEREMIAH  H.  MURRY. 
Mr.  Muery's  ancestors  were  of  Welsh  descent.  Three  brothers, 
Henry,  Charles  and  John  Murry,  emigrated  from  Wales  to  America 
in  the  year  1773;  of  these,  John  Murry  was  the  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  eighteen  years  old  on  coming  to 
America.  He  served  five  years  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
among  the  battles  in  which  he  took  part  was  that  of  Bunker  Hill. 
lu  common  with  the  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  undergo  considerable  privation  and  hardship,  and  among 
other  incidents  related  of  him  it  is  said  that  on  one  of  the  forced 
inarches  which  the  enemy  made,  he  lost  his  shoes  in  a  swamp, 
and  for  a  whole  week  afterward  stood  guard  and  performed  ins 
duties  as  a  soldier  in  his  bare  feet.  After  the  Revolution,  John 
Murry  settled  in  Washington  county,  Maryland,  and  married  Eliza- 
beth Bostetter.  Jacob  Murry  was  the  name  of  Mr.  INIurry's  father. 
He  wa.s  born  in  Washington  county,  Maryland,  near  Hagerstown, 


December  1st,  1784.  AVhen  a  young  man,  he  went  to  Franklin 
countv,  Pennsylvania,  and  married  Catharine  Hallman.  Jacob  and 
C'atharine  Murry  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  be  men  and  women,  married  and  had  families.  Jacob 
Murray,  in  1837,  moved  to  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio.  He  died  in 
Seneca  countv,  Ohio,  February  10th,  1864,  and  his  remains  now 
repose  at  Fort  Seneca,  Ohio,  on  the  old  battle  ground,  the  scene  of 
Gen.  Harrison's  engagement  with  the  Indians.  His  wife,  Catharine 
Murry,  w\as  born  in  the  year  1792,  and  is  still  living  in  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

Jeremiah  II.  IMurry  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Penn.sylvania, 
March  8th,  1813.  Free  schools  had  in  his  boyhood  not  yet  been 
established,  and  but  little  attention  was  paid  to  education.  He  was 
the  oldest  of  the  family,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  large  enough,  was 
obliged  to  help  with  the  work  on  the  farm.  Con.sequently,  he  at- 
tended school  not  more  than  three  months  altogether,  and  for  his 
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education  he  is  iiulebted  mostly  to  his  own  efforts.  On  the  lllh  of 
May,  1833.  he  married  Ann  C.  Wolfkill,  who  was  born  in  Adams 
county,  Pennsylvania,  near  Gettysburg,  on  the  loth  of  June,  1812. 
Her  great-grandfather  on  her  father's  side  came  from  Wales,  set- 
tled in  Pennsylvania,  took  part  in  the  Indian  wars  before  the 
Revolution,  and  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  at  Fort  Littleton,  in 
Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania.  Her  grandfather  was  Peter 
Wolfkill  Her  fother,  Henry  Wolfkill,  was  a  farmer  in  Adams 
County,  Pennsvlvania,  and  married  Elizabeth  Guidtner,  daughter 
of  John  Samuel  Guidtner,  who  was  pressed  into  service  as  a  tailor 
during  the  Revolution,  lived  to  be  nearly  ninety-three,  and  died  in 
P^ranklin  county.  Her  fother,  Henry  Wolfkill,  was  drafted  into 
the  United  States  service  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain. 
He  was  a  man  of  more  than  usually  good  musical  talents,  and 
belonged  to  one  of  the  regimental  bands.  He  accompanied  the 
army  to  Black  Rock,  as  it  was  then  called,  now  the  city  of  Buttiilo. 
Through  exposure,  (the  soldiers  being  compelled  to  sleep  on  rushes 
at  night  to  keep  themselves  out  of  the  water)  he  was  taken  with  a 
fever,  which  occasioned  his  death.  Mrs.  Murry  still  has  in  her 
possession  the  old  original  fife,  whose  piercing  music  enlivened  the 
march  of  the  American  soldiers  in  their  campaigns  against  the 
British.  Mr.  Murry  was  farming  in  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
till  1837,  and  then  moved  to  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio.  There  he 
became  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land.  In  1856  he  came  to 
Illinois,  and  on  the  first  day  of  September  of  that  year  settled  where 
he  now  lives,  on  section  6  of  Rosemond  township. 

The  prairie  on  which  he  settled  is  called  the  Buckeye  prairie, 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  settled  mostly  by  Ohio  people.  In  the 
fall  of  1856,  between  his  house  and  Pana,  not  a  furrow  had  been 
drawn  nor  a  house  built.  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Murry  have  had  ten 
children.  The  names  of  those  living  are  as  follows:  John  R.  Mur- 
ry, now  farming  in  McPherson  county,  Kansas  ;  Ann  Elizabeth, 
now  Mrs.  D.  F.  Stockbridge,  of  Springfield  ;  Catherine  Rebecca, 
■wife  of  D.  S.  Wolfkill,  of  Waverly,  Morgan  county  ;  Joanna  S.,  wife 
of  Z.  F.  Bates,  of  Locust  township ;  and  D.  F.  Murry,  w  ho  is  now 
practicing  law  at  Morrisonville.  Five  are  deceased — Cynthia  Isa- 
belle  died  at  the  age  of  four  years  and  four  months,  in  Stark  cnunty, 
Ohio;  Sarah  Alice  died  at  the  age  of  nearly  seven  ;  Rosa,  at  the 
age  of  three  years  and  two  mouths  ;  Aramintha  F.  was  nearly  seven 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Jacob  W.  Murry,  the  fourtli 
child,  was  a  young  man  of  unusual  talents.  In  his  eighteenth  year 
he  entered  Wittenberg  College,  Ohio,  in  which  he  was  a  student  for 
a  year;  he  taught  school  several  years  in  this  county,  and  intended 
to  continue  his  collegiate  studies  and  enter  the  miHiistry.  His 
career  was,  however,  unfortunately  cut  ^liort,  Ajiril  6th,  1860,  by 
typhoid  fever. 

In  his  political  principles,  Mr.  Slurry  has  always  been  a  demo- 
crat. His  first  vote  for  president  was  cast  for  Gen.  Jackson.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  adhere  in  their  theological  belief  to  the  Lutheran 
denomination,  and  Mrs.  Murry,  from  girlhood,  has  been  a  subscriber 
and  reader  of  the  Lutheran  Observer,  the  old  organ  of  the  Luthe- 
ran denomination. 


JOSEPH  W.  McELROY 
Wa.s  born  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1839. 
Hls  ancestors  on  his  father's  side  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His 
father,  Robert  McElroy,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  at  an  early 
day  became  a  resident  of  Ohio.  He  married  Mary  McFaddeu.who 
■was  born  and  raised  in  Ohio,  and  whose  father  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  that  state.  By  this  marriage  there  were  ten  cliildren,  of 
■whom  Joseph  W.  McElroy  was  the  youngest.  In  the  spring  of 
1840,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  eight  months  of 


age,  his  father  moved  with  the  family  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Pike 
county.  In  that  part  of  the  state  Mr.  McElroy  was  raised.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  between  eleven  and  twelve  years  old.  The 
neighborhood  where  the  family  resided  was  thinly  settled,  and  the 
schools  offered  inferior  advantages  in  the  way  of  obtaining  an  edu- 
cation. Most  of  his  knowledge  was  obtained  by  his  own  eflbrts. 
He  lived  at  home  till  his  mariiagc,  which  occurred  on  the  16th  of 
February,  1860,  to  Miss  Emma  Pence,  a  native  of  Preble  county, 
Ohio,  but  who  was  living  in  I'ike  county  in  this  state  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage. 

In  the  spring  of  1860  he  moved  to  Morgan  county,  where  he  was 
engaged,  in  farming  till  1862,  when  he  came  to  this  county,  and  first 
rented  land  in  Rosemond  township,  and  in  186-t  purchased  80  acres 
in  section  18,  on  which  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  now  the  owner 
of  200  acres,  part  iif  which  lies  in  Greenwood  township.  He  has 
had  seven  chililrcn,  of  whom  four  (William,  Alice,  IMinnie,  and 
Charles)  are  now  living.  He  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens 
of  Locust  township 

He  was  originally  a  republican,  and  his  first  vote  for  President 
was  cast  for  Lincoln  in  1860.  The  last  few  years  he  has  occupied 
an  independent  position  in  politics,  adhering  to  the  views  comimmly 
maintained  bv  the  national  greenback  organization.  He  is  opposed 
to  monopolies  in  every  shape,  and  in  favor  of  relief  from  the  oppres- 
sive influences  which  the  money-power  and  gigantic  corporations 
exert  over  the  body  of  the  people. 

He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  from  Ro.se- 
mond  township  in  1873,  '74  and  '75.  He  has  also  acted  as  Town- 
ship Trustee. 

LOUIS  GUTH. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
at  Rosemond,  became  a  resident  of  this  county  in  1859.  He  was 
born  near  the  village  of  Ehrlbach,  in  Alsace,  on  the  25th  of  Sept., 
1831.  Alsace  at  that  time  was  a  part  of  France,  and  so  he  was 
born  a  French  subject,  though  since  the  Franco-Prussian  war  of 
1870  it  has  been  annexed  to  Germany.  His  parents'  names  were 
Francis  Guth  and  Lena  Fluck;  his  mother  died  in  1839  when  he 
was  about  eight  years  of  age,  and  his  father  married  a  second  time. 
Of  the  five  children  by  his  father's  first  marriage,  Mr.  Guth  is  the 
nnly  one  now  living. 

The  vear  1842  marked  the  emigration  of  the  family  from  Ger- 
manv  to  America.  They  settled  in  La  Salle  couuty,  in  this  state, 
where  Mr.  Guth  spent  his  l)oyhoiid.  He  never  attended  school  after 
coming  to  this  country  ;  the  only  schooling  he  received  was  in  Ger- 
man's'. La  Salle  county  was  at  that  time  a  new  county,  and  in  the 
district  in  which  he  lived  no  school  had  yet  been  established.  In 
1850,  when  nineteen,  he  went  to  Millington  in  Kendall  county,  and 
began  learning  the  tra<le  of  a  wagon-maker.  After  learning  this 
trade  he  worked  at  it  in  the  tnwu  of  IMillington  till  1859. 

While  living  there  he  married  Caroline  Krebs,  who  was  born  in 
Baden,  Germany,  on  the  22d  of  January,  1836.  Her  father  was 
Hironimus  Krebs,  and  her  mother's  name  before  marriage  Bcncdicte 
Bayer.  Mr.  Krebs  emigrated  with  the  family  to  America  in  1848, 
and  after  living  one  year  in  Eric,  Pennsylvania,  came  to  Newark, 
Kendall  county,  in  this  state,  in  1849,  and  from  there  moved  to 
Jlillington.     Her  father  was  a  cabinet-maker. 

In  1859  Mr.  Guth  came  to  Rosemond,  and  established  himself  at 
his  trade  of  a  wagon-maker. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  he  was  living  at 
Rosemond,  and  on  the  13th  of  July,  1861,  he  eidisted  for  three 
years  in  Company  M,  3d  Illinois  cavalry.  Clustering  in  at 
Camp  Butler  at  Springfield,  his  regiment  was  sent  thenee  to  Mis- 
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suuri,  and  from  that  ^tate  moved  down  into  Arkansas.  TIk'  first 
battle  in  which  he  took  part  was  that  of  Pea  Ridge.  After  that  en- 
gagement his  regiment  was  in  camp  for  a  time  in  south-western  Jlis- 
souri,  and  then  proceeded  to  Batesville,  Ark.,  where  he  was  stationed 
from  May  to  July,  1862.  From  Batesville  he  was  ordered  to 
Helena,  Arkansas,  where  he  was  seized  with  a  serious  attack  of  the 
lung  fever.  So  critical  was  his  condition  that  he  was  removed  to 
the  hospital,  and  after  laying  there  four  weeks  he  was  discharged 
from  the  service,  by  reason  of  disability,  on  the  29th  of  Oel.,  l.S(;2. 
He  returned  to  Roseraond,  and  gradually  regaining  his  health  he 
re-enlisted  in  February,  1864,  and  rejoined  Iiis  old  conipanv  and 
regiment,  at  Memphis,  Tennjes,see.  He  subsequently  served  in  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  and  Mississippi,  and  took  jiart  in  the  battle  of 
Tupelo.  In  the  summer  of  1864  his  regiment  was  sent  to  Ken- 
tuckj',  and  at  Paducah  embarked  on  a  boat  for  Nashville,  at  which 
place  the  force  arrived  just  as  the  battle  of  Nashville  was  over.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  was  in  Mississippi.  The  war  department 
determined  to  send  the  3d  Illinois  cavalry  against  the  Indians,  who 
at  that  time  were  troublesome  on  the  frontiers  of  Jlinncsnta.  From 
St.  Louis  the  regiment  went  by  boat  up  the  Mississippi  to  Minnesota, 
and  on  the  4th  of  July,  186.5,  left  Fort  Suelling  in  pursuit  of  the 
savages.  The  campaign  extended  as  far  west  as  Fort  Bcrthold  on 
the  Mis.souri  river,  and  north  within  thirty  miles  of  the  British  line. 
Returning  to  Fort  Snelling  he  received  his  discharge  in  October, 
1865. 

He  came  back  to  Rosemond  and  resumed  work  at  his  trade,  but 
found  that  his  health  had  become  so  impaired  that  it  was  difficult 
to  withstand  the  labor  required.  Accordingly  in  1869  he  disposed 
of  his  wagon-making  business,  and  moved  on  a  form  within  a  mile 
of  Ro.semoud.  In  187.S  he  returned  to  the  town  of  Rosemond,  and 
engaged  fn  the  business  of  buying  grain.  In  1875,  in  jiartncr- 
i-hip  with  Charles  Dunsford,  he  began  the  drug  business.  Since 
Jlr.  Dunsford's  death  in  1877  he  has  carried  on  the  drug  business 
b}'  himself. 

He  has  always  been  a  stanch  and  steadfast  member  of  the  repub- 
lican party,  and  has  been  connected  with  it  from  its  earliest  organiza- 
■  tion  ;  his  first  vote  for  President  was  cast  in  1856  for  Gen.  Fremont, 
the  first  candidate  for  the  Presidency  presented  by  the  republicans. 

Mr.  Guth  is  a  man  of  quiet  and  reserved  disposition,  and  a  good 
citizen.  For  the  game  of  chess,  one  of  his  chief  sources  of  recrea- 
tion, he  possesses  great  fondness. 


LEMUEL   PARSONS 

Was  born  in  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  December  5th,  1825. 
His  father,  Lemuel  Parsons,  and  his  mother,  Achsah  Richards, 
were  both  natives  of  Berkshire  county.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  youngest  of  nine  children.  His  education  was  obtained 
principally  at  the  Westfield  Normal  School.  Leaving  home  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  he  took  charge  of  a  school  at  Green  river,  Columbia 
county.  New  York.  For  several  years  afterwards  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching  in  the  States  of  New  York,  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut, the  most  of  the  time  in  Connecticut.  In  1854,  he  went  to 
Brandon,  Mississippi,  as  professor  of  mathematics  in  the  Brandon 
High  School.  In  1855,  he  became  associate  principal  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  Collegiate  Institute,  a  large  and  flourishing  school  for  lioys 
at  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  He  kept  that  po.sition  till  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  occasioned  his  removal  to  the 
north.  A  sister  had  settled  at  Rosemond,  while  visiting  whom  in 
1858  he  had  purchased  a  tract  of  .land  which  forms  part  of  his 
present  farm.  He  came  to  Rosemond  in  the  summer  of  1861,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  farming.     Turing  the  war  he  was  enroll- 


ing officer  for  Rosemond  township.  From  1865  to  1874,  he  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  again  elected  to  that  office  in  May, 
1879.  From  1870  to  1877,  he  represented  Rosemond  township  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  Since  his  residence  at  Rosemond  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Superintendent  of  its  Sunday-school. 
He  was  first  a  whig  in  politics  and  afterward  a  republican.  His 
wife,  Mary  Ellen  Moxley,  a  native  of  New  London,  Connecticut, 
whom  he  married  at  Groton,  Connecticut,  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1857,  died  on  the  26th  of  January,  1880. 


ROBERT  S.  EWING. 

IviKE  many  of  the  residents  of  Rosemond,  Mr.  Ewing  hails  from 
the  good  old  State  of  Ohio.  His  ancestors  on  his  father's  side 
formerly  lived  on  a  farm  which  passed  the  boundary  line  between 
MarN'land  and  Pennsylvania.  The  dwelling-house  was  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  spring  close  by  in  Mar3'!and.  Alexander  Ewing, 
the  father  of  Robert  S.  Ewing,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
that  state  married  Susan  A.  Hutton.  This  marriage  took  place 
about  the  year  181 5.  In  the  year  1819,  he  moved  out  to  Ohio,  and 
settled  in  a  part  i  f  the  state  which  was  then  wild  and  thinly  in- 
habited. He  made  a  farm  in  the  heavy  timber.  This  farm  was  in 
Jefierson  county,  on  the  line  between  Jefferson  and  Harrison.  The 
pike  road  between  Steubenville  and  Cadiz  ran  past  the  place,  and 
it  was  not  sixteen  miles  from  Steubenville.  Oa  this  farm,  on  the 
7th  day  of  August,  1834,  was  born  Robert  S.  Ewing.  After  living 
thirty-two  years  on  the  same  place,  in  1851,  his  father  moved  west- 
ward, and  found  a  home  in  Pike  county,  in  this  state,  nine  miles 
north  of  Pittsfield,  where  he  became  the  owner  of  a  large  and  valu- 
able farm,  and  where  he  died  on  the  9th  of  May,  1865,  at  tlie  age 
of  nearly  seventy-seven.  Mr.  Ewing's  mother  died  in  Pike  county, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1873,  at  the  age  of  about  seventy-two. 

He  was  the  eleventh  of  a  family  of  sixteen  children,  composed  of 
seven  brothers  and  nine  sisters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood.  The  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
Ohio.  He  worked  on  the  farm  in  the  summer  and  attended  school 
in  the  winter  till  he  was  sixteen.  After  coming  to  this  state  in  1851, 
he  had  his  home  with  his  father  till  his  marriage,  which  took  place 
on  the  21st  of  March,  1861. 

The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Caroline  Simpson,  daughter  of 
James  Simpson  and  Mary  Noble.  Her  grandfather,  John  Simp.son, 
emigrated  from  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Harrison 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  in  the  same  house  in  which  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Ewing,  was  subsequently  born.  Her  mother,  Mary 
Noble,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  when  a  small 
child  in  the  year  1822.  Jlrs.  Ewing's  parents  are  now  living  at 
Rosemond. 

After  his  marriage,  ]Mr.  Ewing  lived  for  a  couple  of  years  on  a 
farm  adjoining  the  old  homestead,  and  then  moved  back  to  his 
father's  old  farm  on  which  he  lived  till  he  left  Pike  county.  In 
1868,  he  came  to  this  county,  and  bought  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  .section  eleven  of  Rosemond  township.  This 
was  raw  prairie  land  without  improvements.  Forty  acres  had  been 
broken  and  put  in  wheat,  but  this  was  the  only  attempt  which  had 
been  made  toward  putting  it  in  cultivation.  In  the  summer  of  1868, 
he  built  his  present  residence,  into  which  he  moved  the  following 
September.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  his  farm,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  and  valuable 
tract  of  land.  In  1875,  he  and  his  wife  paid  a  visit  to  Kansas,  and 
tlieir  bealtli   becoming   somewhat  inqiaired.  Mr.  Ewing,  in   1876, 
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leased  his  farm  for  three  years  with  the  purpose  of  residing  in  Kan- 
sas during  that  time,  there  recovering  the  health  of  himself  and 
wife,  and  then  returning  to  Illinois.  Accordingly  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Harvey  county,  Kansas,  on  which  he  erected  a 
dwelling-house  and  other  improvements,  but  having  some  difficulty 
with  the  lease  of  his  farm  in  this  county,  he  returned  to  Illinois  in 
JIareh,  1877,  and  has  since  been  living  on  his  farm  in  Rosemond 
township. 

He  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  farmers  of  this 
part  of  the  county.  He  has  been  iudustriuus  anil  energetic  as  fai  as 
permitted  by  ill  health,  from  which  he  has  suffered  to  some  extent 
for  several  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ewiug  have  had  eight  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Maggie  A.,  Benjamin  S.,  Emma  E., 
Carrie  J.,  James  G.,  Robert  E.,  John  ^I.  and  Jacob  H.  The  oldest 
daughter,  Maggie  A.,  was  born  in  1862.  When  .seven  years  of  age 
she  was  taken  with  a  disease  of  the  spine,  from  which  she  suffered 
for  several  years,  and  from  which  she  died  on  the  28th  of  June, 
1875.     In  politics  Mr.  Ewing  has  always  been  a  republican. 


THOMAS  N.  LAKIN. 
Thomas  N.  L.iKiN  was  born  at  Freeport,  Harrison  countv,  Ohio, 
on  the  thirteenth  of  August,  184.3.  His  father,  T.  N.  Lakin,  was 
also  a  native  of  Ohio.  His  mother,  Mary  A.  Pepper,  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  Pepper,  who  was  of  German 
descent,  and  moved  from  Virginia  to  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest settlers  of  Harrison  county  in  that  State  ;  he  moved  from 
Harrison  to  Tuscarawas  count}',  where  he  died.  Mr.  Lakin's 
mother  died  when  he  was  only  a  few  days  old,  and  he  was  there- 
upon taken  to  raise  by  his  uncle,  Joshua  Pepper,  now  one  of  the 


old  and  respected  citizens  of  Rosemond  township.  In  the  year  1854 
Mr.  Pepper  removed  from  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  to  Illinois. 
He  settled  in  the  full  of  the  same  year  on  section  thirty-one  of 
Locu.st  township,  and  occupied  a  frame  house  which  had  been  built 
in  the  fall  of  1853,  and  which  was  the  second  frame  house  ever 
erected  on  the  Buckeye  prairie.  Mr.  Lakin  wa?  abjut  eleven  years 
of  age  when  he  accompanied  'Sir.  Pepper's  family  to  Christian 
county.  He  had  attended  school  in  Ohio  from  the  age  of  five  years, 
and  after  coming  to  Christian  county  went  to  the  Buckeye  school, 
which  was  principally  under  the  instruction  of  H.  L.  Mull.  In  the 
fall  of  1862,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  entered  the  State  Normal 
University  at  Normal,  Illinois,  which  instituti<m  he  attended  till 
the  summer  of  1863.  On  the  ninth  of  August,  1863,  he  married 
Rebecca  Hunter,  daughter  of  William  Hunter.  Mrs.  Lakin  is  a 
native  of  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1863  Mr.  Lakin 
took  charge  of  a  school  in  Locu,st  township,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  couple  of  years,  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  in  Locust  and 
Rosemond  townships,  from  that  time  to  the  present.  During  part 
of  the  years  1865  and  1866,  he  was  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Princeton,  and  in  1867  and  1868  at  Rosemond.  He  has  also  been 
engaged  in  farming.  In  his  political  principles  he  has  always  been 
a  member  of  the  republican  party.  His  first  vote  for  President 
was  cast  for  Lincoln,  in  1864.  In  1868  he  served  as  assessor  of 
Rosemond  township.  He  has  six  children,  three  girls  and  three 
boys. 

His  uncle,  Joshua  Pepper,  to  whom  ]Mr.  Lakin  in  his  early  life 
was  indebted  for  a  home,  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  on  the 
Buckeye  prairie.  He  is  now  living  on  section  five  of  Rosemond 
township,  at  the  age  of  seventy -six. 


SOUTH    FORK    TOAYNSIilP. 


]OUTH  FORK  Township  lies  due  west  of  Taylorville, 
the  county  seat.  It  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the 
South  Fork  of  the  Sangamon,  south  by  Bear  Creek  and 
King  townships,  west  and  north  by  Sangamon  county, 
and  the  South  Fork  of  the  Sangamon.  The  soil  is  rich,  fertile  and 
productive,  the  larger  portion  of  which  was  originally  covered  with 
a  heavy  growth  of  timber.  Considerable  timber  is  yet  found  along 
the  margin  of  the  streams.  The  township  is  drained  by  Clear  creek 
and  the  south  fork  of  the  Sangamon  and  its  tributaries,  all 
of  which  streams  run  in  a  northern  and  north-west  direction, 
and  finally  lose  their  waters  in  the  Sangamon  river.  This 
township,  as  organized,  embraced  all  that  portion  of  the  countv 
lying  west  of  the  South  Fork  of  the  Sangamon  river,  including  a 
part  of  the  four  townships,  13  and  14,  and  ranges  3  and  4  west. 
It  contains  an  area  of  about  eight  miles  square  ;  it  has  been  known 
and  called  the  "  South  Fork  Precinct,"  since  the  organization  of 
the  county. 

FIKST    SETTLERS. 

It  was  in  this  township  that  the  first  settlement  in   the   countv 
was  made.    Martin  Hanon,  and   others  following  him,  "  squatted  " 


here  and  made  the  fir^t  settlement,  in  the  year  1818.  Mr. 
Hanon  improved  the  tract  of  land  now  better  known  as  the 
Esquire  Council  (arm.  He  built  a  cabin,  plowed  a  little  patch 
of  ground,  with  an  old  barshear  plow,  between  two  hazel 
thickets,  for  a  "  truck  patch,"  where  his  widowed  mother,  wI>o  ac- 
companied him  to  his  new  home,  set  out  some  "shillotts,"  a  species 
of  onion,  tans?y,  "old  man,"  and  other  "v'earbs,"  brought  along. 
Alexander  Matthews,  who  came  with  Martin  Hanon,  built  a  cabin 
the  following  season,  and,  in  course  of  time,  put  a  "  housekeeper  " 
in  it.  The  following  comprises  the  names  of  some  of  the  families 
who  first  settled  in  this  portion  of  the  county.  John  S.  Sinnet,  Clai- 
born  Matthews,  and  his  sons,  Eli  and  Alexander,  and  Kinchen  came 
soon  after  Hanon  in  1818.  In  1819  came  Jake  Gragg.  Samuel 
Miller,  the  father  of  Daniel  and  Martin  Miller,  settled  in  this  lo- 
cality in  1823.  Solomon  and  John  Meads  in  1824.  In  1825  came 
John  Johnson;  he  first  settled  what  has  since  .been  better  known  as 
the  old  Ralston  homestead.  Jacob  Wydick,  Mt,  Chapman,  George 
Vandeveer,  Charles  Vandeveer,  Robert  Richardson,  AVilliam  Rich- 
ardson, Sr.,  .John  Finley,  Andrew  Finley,  Isaac  Leaeham,  George 
and  Samuil  Cockelree.se,  .Joim  Durbin,  .John  Z.  Durbin,  Jacob  Ca- 
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gle,  Samuel  Hart  ami  Aiiiiilla  Cuuiicil  canie  previous  to  the  "  ileep 
snow,"  ill  1830. 

The  liichai-dson  connection  was  quite  numerous,  and  tliis  circum- 
stance gave  the  name  "Richardson  settlement,"  by  which  that  sec- 
tion of  the  county  was  known  for  years.  These  families  settled  on 
the  prairie  in  WIS.  They  were  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  at  an  early  day  organized  a  society.  Robert  Richard- 
son, Sr.,  AVni.  Richardson,  Sr.,  and  John  S.  Sinnet  were  leading 
members.  The  first  meetings  vvere  held  in  private  houses,  and  after 
a  time  Robert  Ricliard-son,  Sr.,  set  about  building  a  church.  Amus 
and  Jesse  Richardson,  his  sons,  aided  him  in  cutting  and  hauling 
logs  to  Elgan's  Mill,  and  then,  at  night-time,  were  granted  the 
privilege  of  running  the  mill,  free  of  charge,  in  sawing  necessary 
lumber  for  the  churcli.  This  good  old  father  in  the  church  worked 
faithfully,  and  witliout  remuneration,  in  building  the  little  old 
"  meeting-house,"  which  .-tood  so  many  years  as  an  antiquated 
landmark.  In  time  it  gave  place  to  the  present  Bethany  Church. 
In  a  dilapidated  form  it  was  moved  away,  having  served  well  its 
purpo.se  as  a  house  of  worship.  It  was  the  first  church  built  in  the 
county,  and  around  it  clustered  many  memories  of  olden  times. 
The  new  Bethany  M.  E.  Church,  ten  miles  west  of  Tavlorville,  was 
erected  in  the  summer  of  1867  ;  it  is  a  commodious  building,  and 
lias  a  seating  capacity  of  500.     Its  cost  was  84,000. 

First  Wedding  celebrated  in  this  township  was  that  of  Eli  Mat- 
thews to  Miss  Susan  Hanon,  on  the  21st  of  April,  182-3.  They 
were  married  by  Rev.  William  Roberts;  the  license  was  issued  by 
C.  R.  Matheney,  County  Clerk,  at  Springfield.  This  was  the  first 
organized  township  (T.  14,  R.  3i  for  school  purposes,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  school  officers  in  the  county. 

FIRST    SCirOOL-HOUSE. 

The  fir-st  .school-house  was  located  a  few  rods  south  of  Esquire 
Council's  place.  It  was  made  of  rough  logs,  and  noted  for 
its  large  fire-place,  taking  up  the  whole  end  of  the  build- 
ing, the  chimney  being  made  inside.  The  first  school  taught  in 
this  building  was  by  Silas  Alexander.  Subsequently  John  H. 
Davis,  Sr.,  and  John  M.  Ta3'lor  taught  here.  Some  years  after  its 
erection  the  house  burned  down,  and  a  neat  frame  school-house  was 
built  a  short  distance-from  where  the  old  one  stood,  which  was  the 
pride  of  the  neighborhood  ;  it  was  noted  for  its  literary  exhibitions. 
In  it  were  delivered  frequent  lectures,  and  under  its  ho.spitable  roof 
flourished  a  debating  society.  Some  of  the  participants  of  these 
exercises,  outside  the  township,  were  H.  M.  Vandeveer,  Daniel 
Miller,  William  S.  Moore,  Dr.  C.  Goudy,  and  others.  In  it  were 
taught,  during  the  long  winter  evenings,  "  Singing  Geography  " 
and  singing  schools.  But  this  house,  with  all  its  pleasant  associa- 
tions, has  been  numbered  with  the  things  that  were,  and  another 
more  commodious  and  elegant  has  taken  its  place.  Judge  H.  M. 
Yandeveer  was  one  of  the  log  cabin  teachers  in  this  township  in 
early  days. 

This  township  had  its  sensations.  It  is  related  that  two  of  its 
citizens  traded  wives.  Two  aged  peojjie,  '•  Grandtiither  Chapman  " 
and  wife,  noted  for  their  limgevity,  each  being  over  one  hundred 
years  old,  were  residents  of  this  township.  They  lived  above 
Esquire  Council's;  their  two  sons,  Hiram  and  Lintz,  also  resided 
in  this  township. 

Abram  Hart  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  South  Fork, 
and  was  especially  noted  as  a  great  bee  hunter.  The  "  Timber 
Field,  '  of  traditionary  fame,  is  located  in  this  township.  It  is  situ- 
ated in  the  bottom  timber,  a  short  distance  below  Ralston's  bridge, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  stream.  The  old  clearing  has  been  noticed 
by  the  passing  traveler  for  many  years.     In  early  times  there  was 


a  small  improvement  with  the  log  cabin  and  rude  surroundings 
made  by  the  old  pioneer,  John  Waddle,  in  1824,  a  relative  of 
Enquire  Shad.  Campbell.  He  disposed  of  his  claim  to  John  Baker, 
who  lived  on  it  several  years  ;  Mr.  D.  Baker,  the  aged  father,  lived 
with  his  .son.  Tradition  has  it  that  he  was  an  old  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  that  his  remains  now  repose  in  that  se- 
questered, lonely  old  field,  with  no  stone  to  mark  the  spot  of  this 
brave  defender  of  his  country  in  her  hour  of  trial.  Its  occupants 
have  all  long  since  passed  away,  and  a  rank  undergrowth  covers  the 
place ;  the  tall,  overhanging  trees  around  alone  singing  their  requiem. 
Several  fiimilies,  at  a  later  date,  settled  in  that  vicinity.  But  they 
live  in  continual  dread  of  the  annual  floods.  In  the  memorable 
great  rise  of  the  Sangamon,  in  the  summer  of  1875,  it  nearly  sub- 
margjd  th;  cabin  of  Jamas  Chandler,  causing  him  to  bsat  a  hasty 
retreat  before  the  rising,  surging  flood,  with  his  ftimily  and  eff'ects. 
John  Burris'  house  was  filled  with  water  several  feet  above  the 
floor,  and  a  large  tree  forced  open  the  door.  It  was  with  extreme 
difficulty  that  he  rescued  his  family  from  the  roof,  and  ferried  them 
to  a  place  of  safety.  The  water  at  Ralston's  Bridge  and  bottom 
was  twenty-five  feet  above  low  water  mark,  and  Mr.  Ralston  said  it 
was  five  feet  nine  inches  higher  than  ever  before  known  to  the 
oldest  inhabitants. 

Stone  Quarrkii. — One  of  the  finest  stone  quarries  in  the  county  is 
located  near  the  Ralston  Bridge.  The  stone  for  the  foundation  of 
the  present  court-house  was  taken  from  it.  In  earlier  years  most  of 
the  lime  used  in  the  county  was  burned  at  this  quarry.  Theledgs  of 
rocks  had  quite  a  notoriet}'  in  the  pioneer  days  for  its  den  of  rattle- 
snakes. 

Mills. — In  early  times  there  were  three  ^vater  mills  in  this  town- 
ship. Elgan's  Mill  was  the  first  and  most  notable  of  these,  situated 
on  the  South  Fork  of  the  Sangamon,  some  ten  miles  north-west  of 
Tavlorville.  It  was  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  built  in  the  year  1833,  by 
William  Wallace  and  Dabney  Knuckols.  After  operating  it  a  year 
or  two,  they  disposed  of  it  to  Martin  Hanon  and  Eli  Matthews, 
and  they  in  turn  sold  it  to  Jesse  Elgan,  in  1833.  He  ran  it  for 
several  years,  and  disposed  of  it  to  Alexander  Humphreys.  It  next 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Capt.  Gordon,  in  1857,  who  subsequently 
converted  it  into  a  steam  mill,  locating  it  about  one  hundred  v'ards 
further  down  the  river.  Since  then  it  has  been  sold  and  removed, 
and  now  no  vestige  of  this  once  noted  water-mill  remains.  Capt. 
Gordon  also  carried  on  the  first  store  in  this  to\vnship.  This  Capt. 
Gordon  was  convicted  of  piracy  and  kidnapping  slaves  during  the 
war  of  the  rebellion,  and  was  hung  in  New  York  City. 

A  few*  miles  further  up  the  river,  and  about  six  miles  west  of 
Tavlorville,  was  a  saw  and  grist  mill  owned  by  Levi  Hinkle,  an 
old  pioneer  settler.  The  third  was  Whitecraft's  saw  and  grist-mill 
located  on  West  Clear  Creek.  Its  erection  was  undertaken  by 
riuthlione  ami  his  son-in-law,  Geo.  Maddox,  but  completed  by 
M'hiteeraft.  This  mill  was  a  great  convenience  to  the  early  in- 
habitants. 

jS'p/too/.s.— The  county  court  at  its  December  term,  1839,  appointed 
Robert  Richardson,  Sr.,  Benjamin  Robertson,  and  William  Harvey 
trustees  of  schools  in  township  fourteen,  north,  range  three,  west. 
It  was  the  first  organized  township  for  school  purposes.  Esquire 
Council  for  many  years  was  its  treasurer.  This  township  with 
otiiers  suffered  with  having  depreciated  state  bank  paper  on  hand. 
The  legislature  passed  an  act  March  4,  1843,  authorizing  the  school 
comniLssioner  of  Christian  county  to  loan  on  tlie  best  terms  in  his 
power,  any  note  or  notes  of  the  state  bank  of  Illinois  received  for 
debts  due  on  school  fund  in  any  township,  but  in  no  event  for  a  less 
amount  than  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar. 

The  store  of  J.  C.  Bulpit  was  robbed  June  15,  18G4.     He  fled  to 
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the  house  for  safety,  barring  his  door  against  tlio  tliieves.  The 
robbers  were  disguised  with  blackened  faces.  This  store  is  located 
on  the  S.  E.  quarter,  Sec.  4,  T.  13  R.  3  W.,  about  one  mile  southwest 
from  Ralston's.  John  H.  Davis,  Sr.,  formerly  a  resident  of  this 
township,  and  at  one  time  a  school  teacher,  died  in  Taylorville,  Jan 
20,  1866,  aged  79  years.  A.  B.  Humphreys,  at  one  time  owner  of 
the  "  Elgan  Mills,"  died  at  his  residence  iu  the  western  part  of  the 
township,  Oct.  8,  1865,  aged  60  years. 

First  Officers. — The  first  precinct  officers  were  elected  Aug.  .5, 
1830.  It  then  included  all  of  the  Bear  Creek  country,  and  polled 
about  ninety  votes.  Aquilla  Council  and  Presley  Peek  were  elected 
the  first  justice  of  the  peace;  Amos  Richardson  and  John  L.  Cagle 
were  elected  constables ;  the  latter  resigned  and  Jackson  Wilson  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  Aug.  1841.  Amos  Richardson  re- 
signed, being  elected  sherift'in  1842,  and  P^leven  Elgan  was  elected 
May  2, 1S42,  to  fill  the  vacancy.  According  to  the  census  of  1870, 
South  Fork  contained  a  population  of  1279.  The  number  of  votes 
polled  in  1876  at  the  presidential  election  was  315  The  lauds  in 
this  township  were  originally  surveyed  and  certified  July  12,  1821. 

The  first  lands  entered  in  this  township,  as  taken  from  the  county 
records,  were  made  by  the  following  parties :  T.  13-3,  Jan.  25,  1830, 
Jeremiah  Simpkin,  N.  W.  i  Sec.  1,  155  3-100  acres;  May  2it,  1830, 
Jesse  Langley,  E.  J  N.  W.  i  Sec.  12,  80  acres  ;  May  20,  i830,  John 
Young,  N.  E.  i  Sec.  1,  158  76-100  acres;  T.  14-3,  June  24,  1829, 
Thomas  Wilson,  E.  },  N.  E.  k  Sec.  29,  80  acres;  T.  14-4,  April  14, 
1830,  Horatio  M.  Vandeveer,  W.  i,  N.  E.  i,  Sec.  25,  80  acres;  April 
28,  1832,  Eli  C.  Blankensop,  S.  E.  i  Sec.  24,  160  acres;  June  13, 
1833,  Nathaniel  N.  Ware,  E.  i,  N.  E.  i  Sec.  36,  80  acres ;  T.  13-4, 
Oct.  2,  1848,  Eli  C.  Darwin,  S.  W.  }  Sec.  2,  160  acres;  Oct.  30, 
1848,  Robert  E.  Sanders,  W.  5  S.  W.  i  Sec.  3,  80  acres ;  Oct.  30, 
1848,  John  H.  Sanders,  W.  ^  N.  W.  i  Sec.  10,  80. 

BLACKBURN. 

A  post-office  and  village  is  located  ucar  the  center  of  T.  lo-3, 
and  is  a  great  convenience  to  the  inhabitants  of  South  Fork  as  a 
local  trading  point  and  for  mails.  Here  resides  Dr.  J.  H.  Dicker- 
son,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Christian  county.  He  is  also 
postmaster,  and  engaged  iu  merchandizing  at  this  point. 

We  subjoin  a  list  of  township  officers  : 

Supervisors. — Gavin  Ralston,  elected  1866;  H.  Richardson,  1867  ; 
re-elected  1868 ;  John  M.  Coleman,  1869 ;  Charles  Humphreys, 
1870,  re-elected  1871;  L.Adams,  1872;  J.  H.  Dickerson,  1873; 
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J.  .M.  Coleman,  1874;  A.A.Taylor,  1875;  L.Adams,  1876;  John 
AVhite,  1877  ;  C.  C.  George,  1878;  Mathew  Cavanaugh,  1879;  W. 
Armstrong,  1880. 

A-^se.isors. — Isaac  Hoover,  1876,  re-elected  1877 ;  S.  S.  Whitmer, 
1878 ;  Samuel  Peck,  1879,  re-elected  1880. 

Collectors.— Jos\a.h  A.  Hill,  elected  1866  ;  Levi  Whitmer,  1867 ; 
Wm.  M.  Peek,  1868  ;  Wm.  G.  George,  1869  ;  Isaac  Hoover,  1871 ; 
S.  S.  Whitmer,  1872,  and  each  year  up  to  1877  ;  J.  W.  Coady, 
1877,  re-elected  1878 ;  R.  A.  Shaw,  1879  ;  J.  H.  Daily,  1880. 

Town  Clerks.— Charles  Bell,  1876,  re-elected  1877 ;  W.  K  Gal- 
loway, 1878;  John  McCoy,  1879;  Lawrence  Curtin,  1880. 

Commissioners  of  Hiylnmnjs. — John  Taff,  1876;  J.  H-  Dickerson, 
1877  ;  Oriu  Conway,  1878 ;  John  Jersey,  1879 ;  A.  M  Council, 
1880. 

Coustahles.—yk'htAas  Padget  and  G.  A.  Call,  elected  in  1873; 
W.  H.  Tweedy,  1874;  Wm.  N.  Calloway,  1876;  Nicholas  Padget, 
re-elected  1877;  Sandford  Sharp,  elected  1877. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — Otho  W.  Greer,  elected  in  1866,  resigned 
No<-.  19 ;  John  H.  Caldwell,  1866 ;  G.  W.  Hoover,  to  fill  vacancy. 
G.  W.  Hoover  and  G.  W.  Mason,  1870  ;  James  Craig,  1873;  W.  J. 
Rouse,  1874;  James  Craig  and  A.  A.  Taylor,  1877;  Oriu  Gifford, 
1878. 

Among  the  old  settlers  of  Christian  county,  now  residing  in 
South  Fork,  we  mention  the  following,  and  the  time  they  came  to 
the  county :  W.  F.  Gore,  a  Kentuckian  by  birth,  settled  here  in 
1830.  Robert  Preston  Langley,  Sr.,  also  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
came  here  in  1829.  His  wife,  Minerva  A.  Pittman,  was  born  in 
Clark  county,  Ind.,  and  came  to  Christian  county  with  her  parents  in 
1826.  A.  Ralston  became  a  resident  of  South  Fork  in  1834.  He 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  Indiana  Leason  Adams,  another 
old  settler,  a  North  Carolinian  by  birth,  located  here  in  1833.  His 
wife,  Amelia  Ralston,  a  native  of  Indiana,  became  a  resident  here 
in  1834.  The  Whitecraft  family  were  also  among  the  early  settlers. 
J.  C.  Whitecraft,  a  Kentuckian,  came  here  in  1835,  and  Joseph 
A.  Whitecraft  moved  from  Sangamon  county  here  in  1856. 

Improvements. — In  South  Fork  may  be  found  some  of  the  best 
farms  and  farm  improvements  in  the  county.  We  call  the  attention 
of  the  reader  to  the  illustrations  of  farm  scenery  belonging  to  this 
township ;  also  to  the  biographical  sketches  of  several  of  the  old 
settlers  and  prominent  men  who  have  done  so  much  toward  the  de- 
velopment and  improvement  of  this  part  of  the  country. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES 


JOSEI'll    A.    WHITEI'RAFT. 


The  Whitecraft  family  have  been  the  pionoLTS  of  three  states, 
viz. :  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Illinois.  Their  ancestors  came  to 
America  from  England  at  a  period  anterior  to  the  revolutionary 
■war.  They  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  John  "Whitecraft,  the  grand- 
father of  the  present  family,  was  born  in  Lancaster  county.  He 
was  a  hatter  by  trade.  Being  of  an  adventurous  disposition  he 
concluded  to  forsake  the  comforts  of  his  home  and  try  the  life  of  a 
frontiersman.  Accordingly  about  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
he  emigrated  to  Tennessee.  A  short  time  afterward  he  removed 
to  Bath  county,  then  known  as  Montgomery  county,  Kentucky. 
Here  he  remained  until  his  death.  He  married  Jane  Kiucaiil. 
By  this  nnion  there  were  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters. 

John  Whitecraft,  his  .son,  and  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Tennessee.  He  was  in  his  eighth  year  when  the  family 
removed  to  Bath  county,  Kentucky.  John  grew  to  manhood  and 
married  Rachel  Arnett,  who  was  a  native  of  Clark  county,  Ken- 
tucky. The  Aruetts  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  the  ancestors  of 
whom  settled  in  the  Carolinas  at  a  very  early  period  in  the  history 
of  that  section  of  the  country.  By  this  marriage  there  were  six 
sons  and  one  daughter,  four  of  whom  are  still  living. 
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John  AMiitecraft  was  a  man  who  loved  freedom  of  thought  and 
action,  and  hated  that  which  partook  of  the  nature  of  oppression. 
He  therefore  at  an  early  age  imbibed  sentiments  hostile  to  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  as  it  then  existed  in  the  Southern  States.  In 
order  to  escape  its  baneful  influences,  and  that  he  might  raise  and 
educate  his  children  in  a  manner  corresponding  to  his  ideas  of 
right,  he  concluded  wisely  to  leave  the  South,  and  come  to  the 
free  North. 

Strong  and  sincere  in  his  resolution,  in  1834  he  came  to  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  and  from  that  point,  in  company  with  Alexander 
Humphreys,  traveled  over  Sangamon  county,  carefully  examining 
the  <juality  aud  nature  of  the  soil,  and  looking  out  for  a  desirable 
location.  When  he  came  to  the  north  part  of  what  is  now  known 
as  South  Fork  township,  he  was  so  favorably  impressed  with  that 
])art  of  the  country,  that  he  purchased  a  quarter  section  upon  which 
there  was  a  small  clap-board  house,  a  view  of  which  can  be  seen  on 
another  page.  In  September,  1835,  he  moved  his  family  from  Ken- 
tucky to  a  place  two  miles  south-east  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  where 
they  remained  until  April,. 1836,  when  they  removed  to  their  new 
and  w  hat  has  proved  to  l)e  their  home    to  the  present  time.    Mr. 
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Whitecraft,  soon  after  the  purchase  of  the  first  quarter,  entered  the 
north  half  of  seection  thirty-six.  He  afterward  became  the  owner 
of  other  tracts,  and  when  he  died  was  possessed  of  considerable 
land.  He  was  a  man  of  enlarged  views  and  good  business  qualities. 
He  belonged  to  the  rigid  faith  of  the  old  Scotch  Presbyterians,  and 
was  devout  and  full  of  that  stern  courage  that  made  men  martyr.s 
to  principle. 

Like  all  his  class  he  was  honest  and  exact,  doing  unto  others  as 
he  would  have  others  do  unto  him.  In  his  domestic  life  none  were 
kinder  or  exhibited  more  parental  aflection.  He  died  July  25tli, 
1847.  His  wife,  and  the  mother  of  the  present  family,  survived  him 
many  years.  8he  died  September  22d,  1870,  in  the  eightieth  year 
of  her  age.  Joseph  A.  is  the  eldest  of  the  family.  He  was  born 
in  Bath  county,  Kentuck}-,  January  11th,  1819.  The  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  are  John  C,  who  is  a  farmer  and  resident  of 
South  Fork  township  ;  Silas  M.  and  George  W.,  residents  of  Spring- 
field, and  Jane  M.,  only  sister,  widow  of  John  Williams.  She  has 
two  children,  both  boys,  named  Chester  G.  and  Oscar  Williams. 

Joseph  A.  had  but  few  advantages  in  his  youth  for  receiving  an 
education.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  state, 
and  received  such  learning  as  they  could  give.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  school  system  of  that  da}-  was  not  up  to  the  high 
standard  that  it  is  at  present.  The  country  was  sparsely  settled, 
and  school-houses  were  few  and  far  between.  Then  too,  the  youtii 
of  the  land  had  to  become  producers,  and  help  to  provide  for  them- 
selves and  members  of  the  family.  They  matured  early,  and  be- 
came stalwart  yeomanry  at  a  time  when  they  are  about  ready  to 
enter  upon  their  education. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  h\  close  observation,  in  a  measure, 
remedied  the  lack  of  opportunities  in  his  youth.  That  together 
with  his  love  of  reading,  and  desire  for  information,  has  rendered 
him  a  well-informed  man  upon  the  current  events  of  the  day.  He 
is  a  man  of  good  business  habits  and  methodical,  and  being  pos- 
sessed naturally  of  a  large  share  of  good  sound  common  sense, 
which  he  has  applied  to  his  business  relations  in  life,  he  has,  per 
consequence,  been  more  than  ordinaril}'  successful  in  the  accumula- 
tion of  property. 

His  father,  as  intimated  above,  was  an  anti-slavery  man,  and 
fought  the  svstem  that  made  men  chattels  on  every  occ;isiou.  His 
repugnance  and  dislike  to  that  peculiar  institution  was  transmitted 
to  bis  children.  They  at  an  early  age  ranged  themselves  on  the 
side  of  freedom  and  human  rights,  and  lived  to  see  that  hated  curse 
go  down  amidst  the  thunders  and  horrors  of  war.  Joseph  A.,  in 
his  early  manhood,  gave  his  support  to  the  old  line  whig  party,  as 
more  nearly  representing  his  views.  His  first  presidential  vote  was 
east  for  William  Henry  Harrison  in  1840.  When  the  whig  party 
went  down  aud  the  young  republican  giant  sprang  into  existence, 
he  was  among  its  first  advocates  and  adherents.  He  has  always  re- 
mained firm  and  true  to  its  principles.  He  belongs  to  the  party 
and  votes  the  ticket  for  the  principles  that  underlie  and  support  the 
organization,  and  not  from  any  desire  to  share  in  the  spoils  of  office 
that  fall  to  the  party  in  power.  The  Whitecrafts  do  not  belong  to 
that  class.  They  vote  from  a  sense  of  duty.  They  prefer  to  enjoy 
broad  acres,  well  tilled,  fine  stock  and  beautiful  homes,  to  the  un- 
certainties and  perplexities  of  politics  and  politicians. 

Mr.  Whitecraft  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Chris- 
tian county.  When  he  came  here  he  was  young  and  in  the  full  flush 
of  young  manhood.  Nearly  a  half  century  has  fled  by  on  the  wings 
of  relentless  time.  Then  the  broad  expanse  of  uncultivated  land 
was  overgrown  with  rank  grass,  and  filled  with  miasmatic  swamps. 
Then  were  seen  droves  of  deer  that  gazed  upon  man  with  open-eyed 


wonder.  The  only  sound  that  broke  the  stillness  was  the  wild  turkey 
calling  to  itsmate,  or  the  dismal  cry  of  the  wolf  as  he  prowled  near  the 
few  scattering  farm-houses.  Now  the  landscape  is  dotted  over  with 
thrifty  villages  and  dwellings.  Where  the  grass  was  then,  now 
waves  the  golden  grain  ;  above  the  fever-producing  swamps  hangs 
the  rich  bloom  of  the  tasseled  corn,  and  on  all  sides  is  heard  the 
busy  hum  of  husbandry.  What  a  wonderful  change,  and  all  with- 
in the  memory  and  the  time  that  Joseph  A.  Whitecraft  came  into 
the  county. 

Forty-four  years  ago  he  came  here  and  made  this  his  home,  and 
lived  among  this  people,  and  in  all  those  years,  so  even  has  been 
the  tenor  of  his  way,  that  it  is  doubtful  if  he  has  made  one  down- 
right enemy.  In  his  intercourse  with  men  he  is  a  kind-hearted  man, 
— one  whose  home  is  open  to  you,  and  whose  acquaintance  it  is  a 
genuine  pleasure  to  make. 

He  belongs  to  that  school  of  old  Kentucky  gentlemen  who  have 
always  been  noted  for  their  open  hospitality  and  the  kimllv  wel- 
come they  extend  to  all. 

His  highest  ambition  in  life  has  been  achieved,  and  that  is  to  be 
a  practical  farmer,  possessing  broad  acres,  well  tilled,  good  stock, 
health  aud  happiness.  No  man  in  the  community  stands  higher  in 
the  estimation  of  his  neighbors  than  he,  and  all  accord  him  the 
reputation  of  a  straightforward,  plain,  honest  man. 


WILLIAJI  H.  GROWL 

Is  a  native-born  Illinoisan.  His  place  and  date  of  birth  was 
Sangamon  county,  April  14,  1845.  His  father,  Joseph  Crow],  was 
a  native  of  Washington  county,  Maryland.  He  was  a  soldier  of 
the  war  of  1812,  and  one  of  the  patriotic  defenders  of  his  country. 
The  Growls  on  the  paternal  side  are  of  German  extraction,  and  on 
the  maternal  English.  Mr.  Growl  the  elder  came  to  Sangamon 
county  in  1834,  and  located  at  a  point  east  of  Rochester,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death,  which  event  occurred  September  10, 1865. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  in  which  he  was  very  successful. 
He  married  Mary  Ann  Dillehant.  She  was  born  and  raised  on  the 
Eastern  shore,  ^Maryland.  By  this  marriage  there  were  fifteen 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  living.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
the  youngest  in  the  family.  He  remained  at  home  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  until  1868,  when  he  came  to  Christian  county, 
and  purchased  a  half  section  of  land  in  Section  19,  T.  13,  R.  3  W., 
and  in  the  following  spring  he  built  a  dwelling-house  upon  it,  and 
has  remained  there  to  the  present.  On  the  10th  of  January,  1871, 
he  married  IMiss  Sarah  E.  Miller,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Sangamon 
county.  Her  father,  Samuel  Miller,  was  born  in  Loudon  county, 
Va  ,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Jones,  was  a 
native  of  Kentucky.  The  Joues'  family  came  to  Illinois  at  a  very 
early  day,  and  are  among  the  first  settlers  of  Sangamon  county. 
There  have  been  born  to  W.  H.  and  Sarah  E.  Growl  four  children. 
Their  names  are:  Laura,  Samuel  Joseph,  Charles  Franklin  and 
Eva  Mabel  Growl.  Mr.  Growl  is  not  a  member  of  any  church 
organization.  He  believes  in  doing  to  others  as  he  would  have  others 
do  unto  you,  and  believes  that  if  that  maxim  is  lived  up  to  a 
man  has  within  him  a  good  share  of  the  essence  of  genuine  Christi- 
anitv.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  and  reliable  republican.  He 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  U.  S.  Grant,  in  1868,  and  since 
that  time  has  voted  the  republican  ticket  in  all  state  and  national 
elections.  Mr.  Growl  is  among  the  prominent  farmers  and  stock 
raisers  of  his  township.  He  has  a  beautiful  farm,  well  tilled  and  ia 
a  most  excellent  condition.  A  view  of  his  residence  can  be  seen  on 
another  page  in  this  work. 
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The  subject  of  the  presout  sketch  is  one  of  the  leading  and 
prominent  men  of  South  Fork  township,  and  a  representative  man 
of  the  county.  The  Dickersou  family,  on  both  sides  are  of  English- 
Irish  ancestry,  and  were  originally  from  Maryland.  John  S.  Dicker- 
son,  the  father  of  Dr.  John  H.,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  He 
came  with  his  father  to  Indiana  at  an  early  date  in  the  history  cf 
that  State.  From  Indiana  he  came  to  Sangamon  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  married  Mary  E.  Bell.  After  his  marriage  he  returned 
to  Indiana,  where  he  remained  for  three  years,  and  then  came  back 
to  Sangamon  count}',  where  he  still  resides.  The  Doctor  is  the 
eldest  in  a  family  of  sis  children,  all  of  whom  have  reached 
maturity.  He  was  born  in  Davis  county,  Indiana,  June  24th, 
1847.  He  received  a  fair  education  in  the  schools  of  Sangamon 
county,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered  the  State  normal 
school  at  Bloomington,  Illinois.  It  was  his  father's  wish  and  desire 
that  he  should  adopt  teaching  as  a  profession.  He  remained  in  the 
normal  school  two  years,  then  returned  home  and  taught  school 
one  term,  and  at  the  same  time  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  H.  O.  Bolles,  of  Springfield,  Illinois. 
In  the  fall  of  1868  he  entered  the  Philadelphia  University  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  and  graduated  from  that  institution  on  the  23d 
of  February,  1870,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  returned  home, 
and  the  same  year  located  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Bear  Creek  township.  Christian  county,  Illinois.  Nine 
months  later  he  came  to  South  Fork  township,  and  located  at  a 
point  since  known  as  Blackburn,  where  he  has  continued  the  prac- 
tice with  great  success  to  the  present. 

The  Doctor  belongs  to  the  progressive  school  of  medicine.     He 


came  to  his  j)rescnt  locality  a  comparatively  young  man,  with 
nothing  but  his  knowledge  received  from  books,  and  a  thorough 
training  in  the  best  medical  schools  in  the  country.  This,  and  his 
energy  and  industry,  was  his  only  capital.  His  determination  to 
succeed  has  brought  its  reward.  On  the  3d  of  March,  1875,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Humphreys.  She  is  a 
native  of  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  but  was  a  resident  of  South 
Fork  township  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Dr.  Dickerson  is  an 
active  member  of  the  ancient  and  honorable  order  of  Masons. 

In  politics  he  is  a  sound  and  uncompromising  democrat, 
thoroughly  in  accord  with  the  principles  of  his  party,  and  a  stanch 
believer  in  the  ultimate  success  of  that  grand  old  organization. 
He  has  through  boyhood  and  maturer  years  given  his  adhesion  to 
that  party,  and  he  sees  no  good  reason  to  doubt  that  its  prin- 
ciples must  eventually  succeed,  if  the  freedom  of  the  country  is 
to  be  maintained,  and  the  ideas  of  the  founders  of  the  republic  per- 
petuated- His  prominence  as  a  man,  and  worth  as  a  citizen, 
received  recognition  by  being  elected  to  represent  his  township  in 
the  board  of  supervisors.  He  has  also  held  various  other  offices  in 
his  town.ship,  and  in  all  of  them  carefully  looked  after  the  interests 
of  his  people.  He  is  a  man  who  could  safely  be  trusted  with  the 
interests  of  the  people  in  any  position  that  his  friends  might  be 
])leased  to  honor  him  with.  Among  the  people  where  he  is  best 
known  he  is  respected  for  his  intelligence,  energy,  and  directness  of 
purpose.  In  his  manners  he  is  a  pleasing  gentleman,  with  good 
address  and  fine  appearance.  His  character  is  above  reproach. 
As  a  physician  he  takes  high  rank  in  his  profession. 
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The  George  family  were  originally  from  Virgiuia.  His  father, 
Edward  George,  was  a  native  of  that  State.  At  the  age  of  six 
years  he  removed  with  his  father's  family  to  Kentuck}^  wliere  he 
remained  until  about  1831,  when  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  on 
Spring  Creek,  Sangamon  county.  His  death  occurred  in  June, 
1875.  He  married  Catherine  Whaley.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  six  children.  He  was  born  in  San- 
gamon county,  Illinois,  September  6th,  1846.  He  attended  the 
schools  of  his  district  and  worked  upon  the  farm  until  his  seven- 
teenth year,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  "  M,"  16th 
Illinois  Cavalry.  The  company  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Butler,  then 
was  ordered  to  Cincinnati,  and  from  there  to  Cumberland  Gap,  Ten- 
nessee, where  it  entered  upon  active  service.  The  company  then  was 
a  part  of  the  3d  Battalion,  16th  Illinois  Cavalry,  under  command 
of  Major  C.  H.  Beers.  The  command  was  sent  on  the  errand  of 
driving  out  the  rebels,  and  opening  up  Powell's  Valley,  extending 
from  the  Gap  into  Virginia,  for  the  foraging  trains.  They  were 
met  by  the  64th  Virginia,  a  mounted  regiment  that  was  guarding 
that  section  of  the  country.  This  was  in  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1863.  In  the  battle  that  followed  the  rebel  command  was  beaten 
and  driven  through  Jonesboro,  and  the  16th  Cavalry  remained 
upon  guard  until  a  large  and  overwhelming  force,  under  command 
of  the  Confederate  General  Sam.  Jones,  was  sent  out  against  it.  In  the 
engagement  against  this  superior  force  the  entire  command  left 
alive  were  captured  and  taken  prisoners.  They  were  taken  to 
Libby  prison,  in  Richmond,  and  from  there  sent  to  Belle  Island, 
where  they  remained  two  months,  and  from  there  they  were  taken 
out,  packed  in  bos  cars,  and  taken  to  Andersonville.  Here,  in 
this  loathsome  pen,  C.  C.  George,  in  company  with  his  fellow- 
prisoners,  spent  eleven  long  and  terrible  months.  The  suiferings 
that  they  endured  are  almost  beyond  the  power  of  pen  to  describe. 


Into  this  narrow  pen,  covering  an  area  of  fifteen  acres,  were 
crowded  as  many  as  thirty-five  thousand  men,  with  no  drainage  or 
means  of  carrying  off  the  accumulation  of  filth,  scarcely  any  tents 
or  covering,  insufficiency  of  food,  and  that  of  the  wor.st  kind, 
ragged,  half-naked,  full  of  vermin,  and  suffering  from  hunger  and 
thirst,  breathing  the  pestilential  and  foul  vapors  arising  from  the 
filthy  and  over-crowded  stockade,  is  it  any  wonder  that  strong  men 
wilted,  sickened,  rotted,  and  died,  with  no  more  care  paid  them 
than  if  they  were  so  many  beasts  of  the  field?  We  challenge 
all  civilized  or  barbaric  ages  to  produce  a  record  more  foul  or 
systematically  inhuman  than  the  treatment  of  union  prisoners  in 
the  pen  at  Andersonville.  It  is  a  blot  and  stain  on  the  boasted 
civilization  of  the  nineteenth  century  that  man's  inhumanity  to 
man  should  cause  such  terrible  and  fatal  suffering.  The  subject  of 
our  sketch  passed  his  eighteenth  birthday  here.  He  was  the 
youngest  of  his  comrades.  Six  of  them  went  out  from  his  neigh- 
borhood and  joined  the  command  to  do  battle  for  the  right.  They 
entered  Andersonville  together.  He  was  the  only  survivor ;  the 
rest  were  literally  starved  to  death.  He  yet  bears  in  his  system 
the  effects  of  his  torture  ;  nor  will  he  be  able,  notwithstanding  his 
fine  and  rugged  physical  form,  to  eradicate  t'ne  poison  from  his  sys- 
tem. From  Andersonville  he  was  taken  to  Savannah,  and  from 
there  to  Millen,  and  then  back  to  Savannah,  where  he  was  among 
others  paroled.  He  was  sent  to  the  parole  camp  at  Annapolis, 
Maryland,  and  went  into  hospital,  and  then  came  home  on  a  thirty 
days'  furlough.  He  was  ordered,  through  a  mistake,  to  the  camp 
of  distribution,  at  Alexandria,  and  from  there  was  sent  to  Camp 
Chase,  Ohio,  and  from  the  latter  place  was  ordered  to  his  regiment, 
then  stationed  at  Pulaski,  Tennessee.  The  command  was  then, 
until  the  end  of  the  war,  almost  continually  engaged  in  scouting 
and  capturing  guerillas  and  bushwackers.     He  was  mustered  out  in 
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August,  1865,  and  returned  home  to  Sangamon  county.  He  tlien 
went  to  work  upon  a  farm,  and  was  lierding  cattle  for  several 
seasons.  He  then  commenced  trading  in  stock,  and  fanning,  and 
has  continued  in  that  business  to  the  present  time.  In  1868  he  came 
to  Christian  county,  and  stopped  with  his  brother,  and  continued  in 
stock  trading.  In  1870  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  Bear 
Creek.  On  the  1st  of  March,  1874,  he  removed  to  section  eight, 
town  thirteen,  range  three,  west,  where  he  at  present  resides.  On 
the  19th  of  October,  1871,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Aunie 
E.  Mason.  She  is  a  native  of  Sangamon  county,  but  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  county  since  she  was  three  years  of  age.  Two 
children  are  the  fruits  of  this  marriage.  Their  names  are  John 
Edward,  and  Claudie  May,  aged  respectively  eight  and  six  years. 
In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  republican.  He  represented  his  town- 
ship in  the  board  of  supervisors  in  1879.  As  a  man  and  a  citizen 
Mr.  George  is  much  respected. 


JOHN  WHITE. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch  is  a  native  of  Dick- 
son county,  Tennessee.  He  was  born  February  29th,  1828.  His 
father,  Craig  White,  was  a  native  of  the  same  state  as  was  also  his 
father  before  him.  Craig  AVhite  removed  his  family  from  Tennes- 
see to  Illinois  in  1830.  He  settled  in  the  south-east  part  of  Sanga- 
mon county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  lie 
was  an  unusually  active  and  industrious  man,  and  succeeded  in 
amassing  con.siderable  wealth.  In  1860  he  practically  retired  from 
active  life.  He  removed  to  Pana,  Christian  county,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  1.5th,  1878.  He 
married  Sally  Lane,  who  was  born  in  North  Carolina.  She  died 
November  6th,  1870.  John  White  is  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  six  boys  and  five  girls.  Three  of  the  children  have  sur- 
vived the  parents.  John  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
came  to  Illinois.  His  school  days  were  exceedingly  few,  and  his 
opportunities  for  receiving  an  education  very  limited.  He  was  com- 
pelled at  an  early  age  to  become  self-supporting,  and  help  to  pro- 
vide for  the  large  family.  The  lack  of  opportunities  in  his  youth 
for  study  has,  to  a  considerable  extent,  been  remedied  and  overcome 
by  his  habit  of  close  observation  and  fondness  for  reading  acquired  in 
bis  maturer  years  ;  and  now  upon  the  current  topics  of  the  day  he 
is  as  well  posted  as  those  who  make  far  larger  pretensions.  His 
education  has  been  of  the  practical  kind  and  not  the  ornamental. 
He  remained  at  home  ulitil  he  reached  his  maturity,  and  made  his 
father's  house  his  home  until  he  was  married.  In  1849  he  pur- 
chased land  in  Locust  Township,  near  the  village  of  Owaneco,  in 
Christian  county,  and  in  the  fall  of  1850  moved  there  and 
began  improvements.  He  remained  there  for  eight  years.  He 
sold  out  then  and  purchased  a  half  section  in  Sec.  10,  T. 
13,  R.  4  W.  to  which  he  added  until  he  is  now  the  possessor  of 
as  fine  a  body  of  improved  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county. 
There  he  has  resided  up  to  the  present  time,  except  one  year,  1865, 
which  he  spent  in  the  lumber  business  in  Pana,  111.  The  business  of 
his  life  has  been  that  of  a  practical  farmer,  stock  raiser  and  stock 
feeder.     He  has  also  been  engaged  in  stock  trading  and  shipping. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1850,  he  married  Elizabeth  Hatchett, 
of  Sangamon  county.  She  was  born  in  Virginia.  Her  father,  Har- 
rison Hatchett,  removed  to  Illinois  in  1832,  when  she  was  one  year 
old.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  John  and  Elizabeth  White, 
four  of  whom  are  living.  Their  names  are  Fanny,  wife  of  Dr. 
Drennan,  of  Pawnee.  Hiram,  a  farmer  of  this  county.  Columbus, 
who  is  yet  at  home,  an  intelligent,  well-educated  youth  just  verging 
into  manhood,  and  Annie,  wife  of  George  Setzer,  of  Sangamon 
county.     In  politics  Mr.  White  is  a  sound  democrat,  and   has  stood 


by  that  party  through  evil  as  well  as  through  good  report.  He  is 
a  man  who  has  always  enjoyed  to  the  highest  extent  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  community  in  which  he  resided.  As  evidence  of 
this  it  may  be  mentioned  that  he  has  been  elected  to  positions  of 
honor  and  trust,  and  in  all  discharged  the  duties  therein  involved 
in  a  manner  creditable  to  himself  and  to  his  fellow-citizens.  In 
1861,  he  was  elected  Associate  Justice  of  the  county,  and  held  the 
office  for  one  term,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  was  re-elected  and 
served  one  year,  when  the  county  was  reorganized  under  Township 
organization.  In  1867  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  the  county,  and 
served  one  term.  He  afterwards  represented  his  township  in  the 
Board  of  Supervisors.  In  his  official  capacity  and  as  a  servant  of 
the  people,  he  looks  after  their  interests  the  same  as  if  it  were 
his  own  private  business.  He  is  a  plain-spoken,  straightforward 
man,  and  leaves  no  one  in  doubt  as  to  his  views  or  position  upon 
any  question  of  public  policy.  When  convinced  that  he  is  right,  he 
is  uncompromising  and  immovable.  Firmness  is  one  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  man.  In  his  manners  he  is  quiet  and  of  rather  a 
retiring  disposition. 


JOHN  B.  MILLER 
W.\s  born  in  Hampshire  county,  West  Virginia,  January  18th, 
1829.  His  father,  Absalom  Miller,  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812.  He  married  Nancy  Sherwood,  who  was  born  and  raised  in 
the  same  state.  The  family  left  Virginia  and  came  to  Illinois  in 
1858,  and  settled  in  Pana,  where  they  remained  a  short  time,  and 
then  removed  to  Clinton,  De  Witt  county,  where  they  both  died  on 
the  same  day,  December  25th,  1874,  and  were  both  buried  in  the 
same  grave.  There  were  ten  children  in  the  family,  all  of  whom, 
so  far  as  is  known,  are  still  living.  John  B.  remained  at  home 
until  the  spring  of  1856,  when  he  determined  to  come  west  to  seek 
his  fortune.  He  arrived  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  March  4th,  1856, 
and  hired  out  to  work  on  a  farm.  He  remained  in  Sangamon 
county  for  three  years,  when  he  came  to  Christian  county  and 
leased  a  tract  of  land  of  A.  B.  V.  Humphreys,  where  he  remained 
three  years,  after  which  he  sold  out  his  lease,  but  remained  in  the 
neighborhood  and  continued  farming.  In  1868  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  in  section  thirteen,  town  thirteen,  range  four,  west,  and 
commenced  its  improvement.  Ho  remained  here  until  1875,  when 
his  failing  health  admonished  him  to  suspend  hard  and  active 
labor  for  some  time.  He  accordingly  leased  his  land  and  removed 
to  S]iringfield,  where  he  engaged  in  the  butchering  business  for  a 
while,  and  then  entered  the  flour  and  feed  business.  He  remained 
in  Springfield  until  the  spring  of  1879,  when  he  returned  to  his 
farm  in  South  Fork  township  and  has  remained  here  until  the 
present.  On  the  27th  of  November,  1862,  he  married  Sarah  Jane 
Hardin,  whose  parents  were  natives  of  Bath  county,  Kentucky. 
They  came  to  Illinois  in  1855,  and  settled  in  Christian  county. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  John  B.  and  Sarah  J.  Miller. 
Only  one  survives.  His  name  is  Wallace  T.  The  others  died  in 
infancy.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  originally  an  old  line  whig 
in  politics.  His  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  General  Win- 
field  Scott  in  1852.  On  the  formation  of  the  republican  party  he 
joined  its  ranks,  and  has  from  that  time  voted  with  that  party. 
jMr.  jMiller's  life  has  been  spent  upon  the  farm,  except  the  few  years 
that  he  W'as  a  resident  of  Springfield.  In  1875  he  purchased 
eighty-one  acres  in  tlie  south-east  part  of  the  same  section  in  which 
his  other  eighty  acres  are.  In  his  life  he  has  by  hard  work,  and 
the  practice  of  economy,  secured  to  himself  a  comfortable  com- 
petency, which  has  all  been  the  accumulation  of  his  own  toil.  In 
his  neighborhood,  where  he  is  best  known,  he  is  regarded  as  an 
honest  man  and  a  worthy  citizen. 
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Among  the  old  settlers  aud  prominent  agriculturists  of  Christian 
county  that  deserves  mention  in  this  work  is  John  C.  White- 
craft.  He  was  born  in  Bath  county,  Kentucky,  March  10th,  1824. 
He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Rachel  Whitecraft  ;  his  ancestry  on 
the  paternal  side  are  of  Irish,  and  on  the  maternal,  English  extrac- 
tion. But  his  forefathers  settled  in  America  long  prior  to  the  Re- 
volutionary war.  John  Whitecraft,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  our  sketch,  was  born  in  West  Tennessee ;  his  father's  name 
was  also  John,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  emi- 
grated to  Tennessee  at  an  early  day,  where  he  lived  for  a 
number  of  years  ;  he  then  removed  to  Bath  county,  Kentucky  ;  his 
son  John,  the  father  of  John  C,  was  then  a  child  of  five  years  of 
age.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Bath  county,  and  was  married  there 
to  Rachel  Arnett,  a  native  Kentuckian ;  her  father,  Ahijah  Arnett, 
was  a  native  of  Virginia  ;  be  emigrated  to  Clark  county,  Kentucky, 
at  an  early  day,  when  Kentucky  was  inhabited  principally  by  the 
Indians.  Mr.  Arnett  returned  to  his  native  land  to  obtain  suffi- 
cient money  to  enter  land  in  Kentucky.  As  he  was  making  the 
journey  back  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  alone  on  horseback,  in  a 
dense  wilderness,  he  was  waylaid,  murdered  and  robbed.  The  early 
settler  of  that  day  not  only  had  the  hardships  to  endure  incident  to 
a  new  country,  in  making  improvements  sufficient  to  live  comfort- 
ably, and  watching  the  Indians,  but  they  were  constantly  in  dread 
of  desperadoes,  who  would  commit  murder  and  robbery  with  im- 
punity, the  consequence  being  that  the  Indians  were  credited  with 
all  such  lawless  deeds  committed,  whether  they  were  guilty  of  the 
crimes  or  not.  John  and  Rachel  AVhitecraft  raised  a  family  of 
seven  children,  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  which  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  the  fourth.  John  Whitecraft  was  a  farmer,  and 
raised  his   family    to   agricultural  pursuits.     He  emigrated  from 


Kentucky  with  his  family  to  Illinois  in  1835,  and  settled  in  what 
is  now  Christian  county;  he  located  on  section  25,  town  14,  range 
4,  where  he  improved  a  farm  of  six  or  seven  hundred  acres,  and 
lived  until  July  24th,  1846,  when  he  died.  His  wife  survived  him 
nearly  thirty  years,  and  then  met  an  untimely  death,  as  her  father 
did  before  her,  but  under  unlike  circumstances,  upon  September 
23d,  1875.  She  had  been  attending  the  fair  at  Springfield,  and 
was  returning  home,  in  company  with  her  son  and  other  members 
of  the  family,  when  the  horses  became  frightened  and  unmanageable 
in  consequence  of  a  train  passing  in  the  city  ;  the  wagon  was  turned 
over;  Jlr.  Whitecraft  received  serious  injuries,  while  the  occupants 
of  the  wagon  were  more  or  less  injured,  Mrs.  Whitecraft  being 
killed  outright.  She  was  nearly  seventy-nine  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  this  lamentable  occurrence.  John  C.  Whitecraft  was  be- 
tween eleven  aud  twelve  years  of  age  when  his  father  settled  in 
Christian  county,  and  has  since  resided  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  old  homestead.  His  advantages  for  receiving  an  education 
were  very  limited,  as  schools  at  so  early  a  day  were  far  from  the 
point  of  excellence  that  they  have  since  attained,  but  by  close  ap- 
plication he  gained  a  good  general  education.  He  went  to  the 
first  school  taught  by  Judge  Vandeveer,  in  the  Finley  log  school- 
house;  in  1836,  was  in  the  school-room  when  the  sudden  change  in 
December  of  that  year  took  place  ;  it  became  so  cold  he  could  not  go 
home,  so  he  remained  in  the  school-room  over  night.  That  cold 
day  was  his  last  day  at  school,  and  the  last  school  taught  by  the 
Judtre.  At  the  age  of  twent3'-six  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Eliza  Jane  Williams,  upon  the  10th  of  January,  1850.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Judy  Williams,  and  a  native  of  Sangamon 
county.  By  this  union  they  had  one  child,  Joseph  W.  Whitecrafl. 
Mrs.  Whitecraft  died   March   16th,  1856.     Mr.   Whitecraft  was 
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again  married  April  7th,  1859,  to  Mrs.  Catheriue  Cruwiltr,  a  na- 
tive of  Teunessee.  They  had  a  faniil}'  of  four  children  born  to 
them,  one  of  whom  survives,  namely,  Mary  Jane.  IMrs.  White- 
craft  died  Aug.  1st,  1877.  Mr.  Whitecraft  lived  at  lioiiie  with  his 
mother  until  his  first  marriage;  he  then  bought  the  farm  he  i.s  now 
living  on  ;  gave  three  dollars  per  acre  for  it  and  began  farming 
for  himself;  a  business  he  followed  successfully  until  the  fall  of 
1877,  when  ho  turned  the  management  over  to  liis  son,  Joseph  W., 
■who  is  now  running  the  farm.  Joseph  was  married  Oct.  7th,  1874, 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Pmith,  a  native  of  Kentucky  ;  they  have  two  child- 
ren, viz:  Eliza  Jane  and  Bertha  Alice.  Mr.  Whitecraft  in  politics 
is  a  stanch  republican  ;  he  cast  his  first  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  He 
has  never  aspired  in  politics  nor  permitted  his  name  to  appear  on 
a  ticket  for  election  to  otBce,  his  aspirations  having  been  solely  con- 
fined to  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr.  Whitecraft  is  a  man  yet  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  bids  fiiir  to  survive  many  years.  lie  still  takes 
an  active  part  in  the  practical  pursuits  of  farming,  having  succeeded 
in  making  one  of  the  best-looking  farms  in  the  county,  his  dwell- 
ing possessing  an  air  of  comfort  and  luxury.  Personally  he  is  a 
genial,  pleasant  gentleman,  and  has  the  advantage  of  knowing  how 
to  live  after  suflering  the  hardships,  privations  and  discomforts 
peculiar  to  a  life  of  a  self-made  \Yestern  farmer. 


A.  A.  TAYLOR 
Was  born  in  Bath  county,  Kentucky,  October  17,  1818.  Charles 
Ta}dor,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He,  in  company 
with  his  father,  removed  to  Tennessee,  where  they  remained  one  year, 
then  went  to  Kentucky,  where  the  father  remained  until  1856,  when 
he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Christian  county,  and  remained 
here  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  13,  1866.  He  married 
Mary  Arnett,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Kentucky.  She  died  Sept. 
3, 1868.  Two  children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union — the  subject  of 
this  sketch  and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Presley  T.  Hardin,  who  is  a  farmer 
and  resident  of  Buckhart  township  in  this  county.  Mr.  Taylor 
received  a  fair  education  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Kentucky,  and 
labored  upon  the  farm.  On  the  5th  of  February,  1845,  he  married 
Miss  Cassias  Workman.  She  was  also  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and 
died  May  18,  1871.  Ten  children  were  born  to  them,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  Their  names  are :  James  M.,  who  married  Cynthia 
Adams,  now  a  resident  of  Crawford  county,  Kansas ;  Mary  B. 
widow  of  the  late  Milton  M.  Moores ;  Rebecca  C. ;  Emma  E.,  wife 
of  James  Perkins  ;  EllaH.;  Sarah  E. ;  Charles  H. ;  IvachelDora; 
Willie  L.,  and  Maxey  A.  Taylor.  In  March,  1874,  Mr.  Taylor 
removed  from  Kentucky  to  Christian  county,  and  purchased  a  farm 
in  Section  18,  Town  13,  R.  3  W.,  where  he  has  remained  to  the 
present.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  democrat.  He  was  formerly  an  old  line  whig.  He 
cast  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison  in  1840.  In  1877 
he  was  elected  to  the  responsible  positionof  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship. He  has  also  held  other  offices  in  his  township.  In  whatever 
position  he  has  been  placed  he  has  always  zealously  guarded  the 
interests  of  his  constituents.  Mr.  Taylor  as  a  man  and  citizen  is 
greatly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 


family  i«  Washington  county,  Indiana.  In  1834,  he  came  to 
Illinois,  and  settled  on  Sec.  10,  T.  13,  R.  3  W.,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death  in  1846.  He  married  Rebecca  Harmon,  who  was  of 
German  extraction.  She  was  born  and  raised  in  North  Carolina. 
She  died  in  1863.  Eleven  children  were  in  the  family,  six  of  whom 
are  still  living.  Leason  Adams  is  the  eldest.  He  was  born  in 
Ash  county,  N.  C,  July  1, 1816.  When  he  came  to  Illinois  he  was 
in  his  eighteenth  year.  In  1836,  he  entered  the  land  upon  which 
his  dwelling  now  stands.  In  1838,  he  built  a  house,  a  part  of  which 
is  still  used  as  a  sitting-room  for  the  family.  On  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1840,  he  married  Amelia  Ralston,  daughter  of  Gavin  and 
Cvnthia  Ralston.  He  was  a  Scotchman,  and  came  to  America  when 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  settled  in  Washington  county, 
Indiana,  where  Mrs.  Adams  was  born.  He  brought  his  family  to 
what  is  now  known  as  Christian  county,  in  1833  or  '34.  He  was 
during  his  life  a  prominent  man  in  the  county.  Ten  children  have 
been  born  tn  Leason  and  Amelia  Adams,  nine  of  whom  are  still 
living.  Their  names  are  :  Gavin,  a  farmer  of  this  county  ;  Francis, 
a  farmer  and  resident  of  Crawford  county,  Kansas  ;  Cynthia,  wife 
of  J.  M.  Taylor,  farmer  and  stock  shipper,  Kansas ;  Cecil,  farmer 
and  resident  <if  this  county  ;  Rebecca,  wife  of  I.  J.Perkins  of  this 
countv  ;  William  B.,  farmer  and  resident  of  Crawford  county, 
Kansas  ;  Nannie,  James  and  Alexander  yet  at  home.  Martha 
Jane  was  the  eldest  daughter.  She  was  the  wife  of  ^lat.  Hardin. 
She  died  February  23,  1860. 

In  1848,  Mr.  Adams  made  the  second  purchase  of  land,  and  since 
that  time  has  added  to  it  until  now  he  is  regarded  as  among  the 
largest  farmers  in  his  township.  He  was  formerly  an  old  line  whig, 
and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  William  H.  Harrison  in  1840. 
He  remained  a  whig  until  the  war  when  he  joined  the  republican 
organization,  and  is  yet  a  member,  politically,  of  that  body.  He 
represented  his  township  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  two  terms. 
While  a  member  of  that  body  he  had  the  reputation  of  being  a 
painstaking  and  efficient  officer,  and  one  who  looked  carefully 
after  the  interests  of  the  people.  His  business  through  life  has 
been  that  of  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  in  both  of  which  he  has  been 
very  successful.  He  started  in  life  poor,  with  nothing  but  strong 
hands  and  energy  to  back  them,  The  first  land  he  bought  was 
with  money  earned  at  hard  labor  on  a  farm,  at  wages  ranging  from 
eight  to  twelve  dollars  per  month.  He  was  saving,  economical  and 
careful,  and  made  judicious  investments,  and  the  result  has  been 
success.  Both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church. 


LEASON  ADAMS. 
The  Adams  family  are  of  French  ancestry.  The  grandfather  of 
the  present  sketch  came  over  with  the  Marquis  De  La  Fayette,  and 
■with  him  fought  for  the  independence  of  the  country.  After  the 
■war  closed  he  settled  in  North  Carolina.  His  son  Francis  remained 
there  until    about    the    year    1825,  when    he   removed    with    his 


WILLIAM  F.  GORE. 

William  F.  Gore  was  born  in  Trigg  county,  Kentucky,  Oct. 
31st,  1828.  His  father,  John  Gore,  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina. 
He  came  with  his  father  to  Kentucky,  where  he  married  Sophia 
Barton,  who  was  born  and  raised  in  the  latter  state.  In  the  fall  of 
1830,  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  near  where  Taylorville  now 
stands,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Sec. 
12,  T.  13,  R.  3  W.,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Dec.  16th,  1856.  His  wife  died  soon  after  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois. He  afterwards  married  Mary  Young.  By  the  first  marriage 
there  were  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living.  By  the  latter 
there  was  one  child,  a  daughter.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived a  limited  education  in  the  subscription  schools  of  the  county. 
He  remained  at  home  at  work  upon  the  farm  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  late  war,  when  on  the  8th  of  July,  1862,  he  entered  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Co.  "A"  115th  Regiment  U.  S.  Infantry.  Upon  the 
organization   of  the    company    he   was   elected    Second  Sergeant. 
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On  tlie  28tli  of  February,  18G3,  he  was  promoted  to  First  Sergeant 
(if  the  company.  He  remained  in  the  service  until  the  ch)se  of  the 
war,  and  was  mustered  out  June  11th,  1865.  The  regiment  reudez- 
vouscd  at  Camp  Butler,  and  from  there  was  ordered  to  Covington, 
Ky.,  and  during  the  winter  was  on  duty  in  different  parts  of  the 
state.  From  Louisville  the  regiment  embarked  in  transports,  snd 
went  down  the  Ohio  river  and  up  the  Cumberland  to  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  The  regiment  was  a  part  of  what  was  known  as  Gtu- 
eral  Granger's  Reserve  Corps.  Gen.  15eard  was  the  first  Brigade 
Commander.  The  first  regular  battle  in  which  the  regiment  par- 
ticipated was  at  Chickamauga,  where  tliey  suffered  severely  in  killed 
and  wounded.  Company  A.  entered  the  battle  with  forty-eight  men 
in  the  ranks,  and  after  the  battle  the  next  morning  but  twenty-four 
reported  for  duty.  After  this  battle  the  regiment  became  a  part  of  the 
Second  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  under  command  of  Gen. 
Stanley,  attached  to  the  army  under  Gen.  George  H.  Tliomas.  At 
Resaea  the  115th  and  two  other  regiments  were  charged  upon  bv 
an  entire  Division  of  the  rebel  forces.  In  tiie  language  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  it  was  the  "  hottest  place  lie  ever  was  in."  After 
tlie  siege  and  capture  of  Atlanta  the  regiment  went  back  to  Nash- 
ville, and  assisted  in  the  defeat  and  annihilation  of  Hood's  arniv, 
and  pursued  him  to  Huntsville,  Ala.  Th3  pursuit  la^^ted  from  the 
17th  of  December  to  the  6th  of  January.  From  Huntsville  they 
moved  up  to  Ball's  Gap  in  anticipation  of  meeting  Johnson  and 
from  there  to  Camp  Harker,  Nashville,  where  the  regiment  was 
mustered  out,  and  returned  home.  Mr.  Gore  was  badly  wounde<l 
on  the  20th  of  September,  18U3,  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  He 
went  back  to  Nashville  where  he  was  placed  in  the  hospital.  Alter 
his  recovery  he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Shell  Mound,  Tennessee. 
That  was  the  only  time  he  was  absent  from  duty.  He  participated 
in  every  battle  in  which  his  regiment  engaged.  That  Mr.  Gore 
was  a  gallant  and  brave  soldier,  we  have  no  doubt.  He  belonged 
to  that  class  of  western  farm  boys  that  went  out  to  do  service  for 
their  country  from  a  sense  of  duty.  They  were  steady,  quiet, 
orderly  men.  They  had  that  cool  courage  that  often  turned 
threatened  disaster  into  victory.  When  they  went  into  line  of 
battle  they  went  there  to  stay.  Their  wiry-nerved  physical  frames 
could  stand  any  amount  of  exposure  and  fatigue.  In  short,  there 
was  never  marshaled  on  this  continent  or  any  other,  a  more  brave 
intelligent  body  of  men,  who  were  cooler  in  action  or  more  resistless 
in  a  charge  than  the  weste.-n  yeomanry  in  the  late  war. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gore  is  a  republican.  He  voted  for  Gen.  Zachary 
Taylor  in  1848.  He  is  a  farmer.  That  has  been  the  Inisiness  of 
his  life.  Mr.  Gore  is  a  man  who  is  respected  by  tlie  entire  com- 
munity and  wherever  known. 

ORIX  GIFFORD. 
The  Gifl'<n-d  I'arnily  are  natives  of  New  York.  Jo.^liua  Gifiord 
married  Phche  Lampman.  He  removed  to  Ohio  in  1831,  and 
settled  in  Delaware  county,  in  the  town  of  Berkshire.  In  1840  he 
removed  to  Jay  county,  Indiana,  where  he  died  in  1853.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  the  third  in  a  family  of  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living.  Corydon,  the  youngest  son,  was  a  member  of  the 
32d  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  was  killed  In  the  battle  of 
Shiloh.  Orin  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  November  3d, 
1835,  and  remained  at  home  until  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
when  he  came  to  Alton,  Illinois.  After  remaining  there  one  year 
he  went  to  Greene  county,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He  was 
then  for  a  while  a  resident  of  !Macoupin  county.  In  June  1858,  he 
married  Matilda  Jcmes,  who  was  a  resident  of  Macoupin  county  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage.     He  removed  with  his  faniilv  to  Iowa, 


where  he  remained  eighteen  months,  and  then  returned  to  Macoupin 
county  again,  and  remained  there  until  Slarch  1st,  1874,  when 
he  removed  to  Christian  county,  Illinois,  and  .settled  in  South 
Fork  township,  where  he  b  mght  land  and  has  continued  to 
reside  to  the  present  time.  His  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children,  one  living  named  Rosalie.  Nancy  died  at  nine  years  of 
age.  Sir.  G.,  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church. 
He  is  also  a  menjber  of  Fayette  Lodge  No.  107,  order  of  A.  F.  and 
A  M.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  his  township  in 
1878,  and  is  the  present  incund)ent.  He  is  a  man  wlio  is  univer- 
sally respected  in  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 


ALEXANDER   RALSTON. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Washington  county,  In- 
diana, October  1st,  1819.  Gavin  Ralston,  his  fiUher,  was  a  Scotch- 
man by  birth,  and  was  educated  in  the  best  schools  of  Edinburo-h. 
He  came  to  America  in  1813,  and  settled  in  South  Carolina,  where 
he  was  overseer  of  a  large  plantation  for  four  years.  After  this 
time  he  removed  to  Washington  county,  Indiana,  where  he  engaged 
in  milling  and  carrying  on  the  distilling  business.  In  1833  or  '34 
he  came  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  section  three,  town  thirteen,  range 
three,  west,  of  what  was  then  a  part  of  Sangatnon  county,  now 
Christian.  There  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
June  26tii,  1845.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  accom- 
plishments, was  liberally  educated,  and  was  considerable  of  a 
linguist.  His  business  qualifications  were  much  superior  to  his 
neighbors,  and  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  make  calculations 
and  attend  to  business  which  was  beyond  their  knowledge.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  county  commissioners  when  Christian  county  was 
formed.  On  the  30th  of  October,  1817,  he  married  Cynthia  Van- 
deveer,  who  was  born  in  Adair  county,  Kentucky,  October  30th, 
1800.  Her  father,  John  Vandeveer,  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina, 
but  came  to  Kentucky  while  yet  young  and  .settled  on  Green  River. 
In  1815  he  moved  to  Washington  county,  Indiana,  where  Cvnthia 
Ralston  was  married  as  above  stated.  Mrs.  Ralston  is  still  livin" 
on  the  place  where  they  first  settled  in  1834,  and  is  a  smart, 
vigorous  woman  in  full  possession  of  all  her  mental  faculties  despite 
her  four  score  years.  She  is  the  mother  of  ten  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living.  Alexander  is  the  eldest  of  the  family.  He  was 
fifteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Illinois.  His  brothers,  Gavin 
and  A.  V.  Ralston,  are  residents  of  Crawford  county,  Kansas.  His 
sister,  Amelia,  is  the  wife  of  Leason  Adams,  an  old  settler  and  sub- 
stantial farmer  of  South  F'ork  township.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
has  remained  on  the  old  homestead  to  the  present  time.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  old  citizens  of  the  pioneer 
era  of  this  county.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  His  first  presi- 
dential vote  was  cast  as  an  old  line  whig  for  William  Henry  Har- 
rison in  1840.  In  1856  he  joined  the  republican  party,  and  since 
that  time  has  voted  that  ticket. 

jMrs.  Ralston,  the  motlier  of  this  sketch,  was  formerlv  a  memlicr 
of  the  Baptist  church,  but  is  now  a  member  of  the  Christiau  church. 

ilr.  Ralston's  occupation  has  been  that  of  a  farmer.  He  is  a 
plain-spoken,  hospitable  gentleman,  and  is  regarded  among  his 
neighbors  as  an  honest  and  trustworthy  man. 


V.  B    CROWL 
Was   born   in  Sangamon   county,  Illinois,  -\pril  8th,  1S36.     He 
comes  from  an  old  and  patriotic  stock.     His  great-grandfather  was 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  his  father  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and 
his  brother  Upton  of  the  ^Mexican  war.     Joseph  Crowl,  his  father. 
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was  a  native  i.f  Wasl)iii-ton  omiity,  >[(l.  He  (anio  to  SaiigaiiKiii 
fouiity  ill  IS-'U,  and  settlotl  iu  what  i.s  known  asCodiniV  tnwnship, 
four  miles  oast  of  Rocliestcr,  on  the  Springtiehl  ami  Terre  liaiite 
road.  lie  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  afterwards  abandoned 
it  and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising,  in  which  he  was  very 
successful.  He  died  Sept.  10, 1805.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Dille- 
hant.  She  was  born  and  raised  on  tlie  Eastern  Siiore,  Maryland. 
She  is  yet  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Sangamon  county.  V,y 
this  marriage  there  were  fifteen  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  at  homo  ui.til  April,  ISli:!, 
when  he  rented  the  farm  owned  by  his  brother,  Mr.  Crow).  He 
remained  there  four  years,  then  moved  to  the  place  where  he  now 
lives,  where  he  has  remained  to  the  present.  On  the  '.)tli  of  I'elini- 
arv,  1SG4,  he  married  Eliza  C'rowl,  by  whom  he  had  two  ehihiren. 
Their  names  are  Helen  Elizabeth  and  Autluir  Brittenbaugh  Crow  I. 
.Airs.  Crow!  .lied  Dee.  14,  1875.  On  the  20th  of  June,  1877,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Catharine  Saunders.  She  is 
a  native  of  Loudon  county,  Virginia.  Her  father,  James  AV.  Saun- 
ders, is  dead.  Her  mother  is  still  living  in  the  same  place.  In 
politics  he  is  a  thorough  and  sound  republican.  He  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  18G0,  and  has  steadily  voted  the  re- 
publican ticket.  Mr.  Crowl  is  among  the  prnininent  an<l  inflaen- 
tial  stock  raisers  of  his  township.  He  is  a  man  wlio  enjoys  to  a 
large  extent  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 


ItOBERT  F.  COFLIX,  (I)i;(/i.', 
Was  born  November  6,  1811,  near  the  little  town  of  Skaneateles,  in 
Onondaga  county,  Xew  York.  His  parents  died  when  he  was  quite 
voung,  leaving  him  dependent  upon  his  own  energies  to  mould  that 
character  which  should  follow  him  through  life.  He  enjoyed  but 
few  advantages  for  an  early  education.  But  every  sheaf  of  facts, 
gathered  in  his  younger  days,  he  stored  up  for  future  use,  which  in 
later  life  he  applied  in  counsel  to  his  rising  family.  His  early 
years  were  spent  in  Onondaga  and  Cayuga  counties,  New  York, 
working  on  a  farm,  attending  school,  and  in  learning  and 
working  at  the  blacksmith  trade,  which  he  chose  as  his  vocation  of 
life,  up  to  1837,  when  he  came  to  Illinois  in  a  one-horse  buggy. 
He  designated  Illinois  in  h'S  youthful  mind's  eye  as  his  home,  and 
upon  his  arrival  being  well  pleased  with  his  choice,  after  viewing 
many  portions  of  the  state,  which  he  accomplished  by  horse  and 
stafe,  finally  settled  in  Springfield,  and  gained  a  livelihood  by 
'•Striking  while  the  iron  was  lu.it." 

In  1838,  he  married  Miss  Charill  S.  I)or\vin,  who  has  borne  him 
twelve  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 

From  that  time  on,  many  of  the  early  settlers  of  Sangamon 
county  will  remember  his  career.  He  prosecuted  his  trade,  though 
not  lucratively,  till  1849,  at  which  time  ho  went  to  California,  in 
the  rush  that  is  .so  memorable.  He  walked  more  than  2,000  miles 
of  the  route.  They  were  six  months  on  the  I'oad,  during  which  time 
he  encountered  the  usual  liardships  of  the  western  bound  man, 
cxce|)t  combat  with  Indians,  which  their  little  band  fortunately 
escaped,  though  very  narrowly  several  times.  An  incident  occurred 
when  the  eonipany  with  which  he  traveled  ctimc  within  one  or  two 
hundredmilesof  their  destination,  which  demonstrates  that  firmness  of 
decision  which  all  acijuainted  with  him  knew  to  be  one  of  his  charac- 
teristics. The  journey  had  been  long  and  tedious;  the  osseous  frames 
of  the  oxen  supported  nothing  but  yoke  and  hide.  The  major  ty 
of  the  party  were  in  favor  of  leaving  the  oxen  to  care  for  them- 
selves, abandoning  the  wagon,  taking  what  they  could  carry  on 
their  backs,  and  completing  the  journey  on  foot.  "I,"  said  he, 
wliile  once  relating  the  event,  "seeing  that  such  a  dissolution  would 


render  us  an  rasv  prey  to  the  Indians,  told  tlii  boys  that  tho-e  who 
wished  could  go,  l)at  1  would  stay  with  the  team  until  the  journey 
was  completed."  The  rest  of  the  party,  seeing  his  determination, 
resolved  to  stick  together  until  the  last;  and  when  they  arrived 
tliey  let  their  oxen  fatten  and  sold  them  to  good  advantage. 

He  returned  from  California  by  sea,  ai.d  across  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  and,  after  a  voyage  of  four  months  arrived  at  Springfield, 
having  boon  ab-ent  nearly  two  years.  He  immadiately  resumed  his 
former  labors,  but  he  only  worked  about  two  years,  when  he  moved 
on  a  farm  in  the  western  part  of  Christian  county,  where  he  resided, 
excepting  about  a  year,  until  his  death.  This  has  been  the  most  quiet 
and  happiest  portion  of  his  life.  He  improved  his  farm  with  the 
choicest  of  fruits.  In  1801  he  traded  his  farm  for  another  adjoin- 
ing it  upon  the  west,  and  immediately  began  planting  forest  and 
fruit  trees,  so  that  it  soon  afforded  conveniences.  In  1872,  in  com- 
pany with  his  wife,  he  visited  his  native  state  for  the  last  time.  i\i 
the  fall  of  1874,  while  coming  from  Taylorville  with  a  load  of  lum- 
ber, he  was  thrown  from  the  load  wdien  crossing  a  culvert,  and  the 
hind  wheel  of  the  wagon  passed  over  his  back  and  shoulder.s.  From 
this  injury  he  never  fully  recovered,  and  it  finally  caused  the  stroke 
of  paralysis  wdiich  resulted  in  his  death  Dec.  7th,  1876. 


U.  Fv.  ALLEN 

Ls  a  native  of  Hardin  county,  Kentucky,  and  was  born  February 
14,  1809.  Elijah  Allen,  his  father,  married  Elizabeth  Scott.  Her 
family  were  from  Virginia.  (_)n  the  jiaternal  side  his  grandmother 
was  a  Kendall.  They  were  a  prominent  family  of  IMaryland.  Elijah 
Allen  moved  with  his  family  to  Missouri  about  1819.  He  returned 
the  next  year  to  Logan  county,  Kentucky,  where  he  remained  until 
1820,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  came  to  Greene  county,  Illinois. 
(_)ne  year  later  he  moved  to  Sangamon  county,  and  stopped  one 
year  on  Sugar  Creek  and  made  a  crop,  theu  returned  lo  Greens 
county,  where  he  stayed  until  his  death,  which  occurred  February 
21,  1850.  His  wife  died  January  13,  1849.  Both  were  living  with 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  at  the  time  of  their  death. 

U.  R.  Allen  remained  in  Logan  county  until  18^0,  when  he  came 
to  Illinois.  He  was  here  during  the  winter  of  the  deep  snow, 
and  recollects  it  well.  While  on  the  road  helping  to  move  his 
father's  family  from  Sangamon  county  back  to  Greene  county,  he 
was  notified  that  he  was  drafted  for  service  in  the  Black-Hawk  war. 
He  reported  for  duty.  His  company  was  a  part  of  the  regiment 
under  command  of  Col.  Jacob  Fry,  and  belonged  to  the  third 
brigade,  which  was  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Henry.  The  company 
entered  the  service  in  June,  and  were  discharged  the  last  of  August. 
He  remained  in  Greene  county  until. 1835,  and  woiked  at  the  car- 
penter trade.  He  then  went  back  to  Logan  county  and  remained 
there  until  1841,  when  he  returned  to  Greene  county,  built  a 
wagon-shop  and  worked  at  the  trade  of  wagon-making.  He  also 
engaged  iu  saw-milling,  farming,  etc.,  until  December  18,  1861,  when 
he  came  to  Christian  county  and  settled  on  Sec.  12,  T.  13,  R.  3  W., 
and  engaged  in  farming,  at  which  he  continued  to  the  present  time. 
(Jn  the  4th  of  August,  1836,  he  married  Eliza  Jane  Coffinan.  Her 
familv  were  originally  from  Pennsylvania.  Her  father,  Adam 
Colfman,  went  with  his  father  to  Tennessee  while  yet  a  boy.  He 
afterwards  moved  to  Logan  county,  where  Jlrs.  Allen  was  born. 
Eleven  children  have  been  born  to  U.  B.  and  Eliza  J.  Allen,  six 
of  whom  are  living.  ^Yilliam  Jackson  Allen  is  the  oldest  sou;  he 
is  now  a  resident  of  Farmer  City,  Illinois.  Ho  w^s  a  brave  and 
gallant  soldier  of  the  late  war;  was  a  member  of  Co.  "A," 
61st  Regt.  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  severely  wounded  in  the  battle 
of  Murfrecsborough,  Tennessee.     He  entered  the  service  in   1861, 
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veteranized  with  liis  regiment  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  entered  as  a  privata  and  was  mustered  out  as 
2d  Lieutenant  of  his  compau)'.  Samuel  Jefferson  is  a  farmer  of  this 
countv.  He  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  late  war.  He  enlisted  in 
]862,  in  Co.  "A,"  115th  Regt.  Illinois  Infantry,  and  remained  in 
the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Mary  Melvina,  only  daughter, 
wife  of  Thomas  J.  Langley,  a  farmer  of  Christian  county  ;  George 
P.,  now  a  resident  of  Kansas  ;  Edward  D.,  a  resident  of  South  Furk 
township,  and  James  Lvigan  yet  beneath  the  parental  roof.  i\Ir. 
Allen  in  religious  matters  does  not  subscribe  to  any  of  the  formu- 
lated creeds,  but  is  of  the  universalist  belief.  In  politics  he  was  an 
old  line  whig,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Henry  Clay  in  1832.  Since 
the  republican  party  has  Q^me  into  existence  he  has  been  a  member 
of  that  political  organization.  He  is  not  a  politician.  To  use  his 
own  words,  he  would  not  have  an  office  that  would  not  honor  him, 
or  accept  an  office  that  he  could  not  honor.  Mr.  Allen  is  a  great 
reader,  and  is  therefore  a  well-informed  man  on  almost  any  topic. 
He  is  an  agreeable  and  very  entertaining  talker,  and  a  hospitable 
gentleman.  He  has  accumulated  sufficient  of  this  world's  goods  to 
make  him  comfortable  in  his  declining  vcars. 


GEORGE  W.  IIARDIX.— (Dece.vsed). 

Was  born  in  Bath  county,  Kentucky,  June  17,  1842.  William 
Hardin,  his  father,  was  also  a  native  of  the  same  state.  He  came 
to  Illinois  in  1860,  and  settled  on  the  Ulrick  farm,  five  miles  north 
of  Mrs.  Hardin's  present  residence.  He  afterwards  removed  to 
South  Fork  township,  wdiere  he  remained  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  February  15,  1874.  He  married  Fatsey  Flemniing.  She 
died  March  0,  18G3.  There  wer3  seven  children  in  the  family. 
George  W.  was  the  sixth.  He  remained  at  home  until  1861, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  "  K,"  124th  Regt.  Ills.  Vols,  as  a  private. 
He  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  the  '-'A 
of  September,  1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E 
Phillips.  She  is  a  native  of  Sangamon  county,  Illinois.  Her  father, 
William  Phillips,  was  born  iu  Baltimore,  Maryland.  He  was  a 
voung  man  when  he  came  west  with  his  father's  family.  He  mar- 
ried Caroline  Smith,  who  was  born  and  raised  in  Sangamon  county. 
Mrs.  Hardin  is  the  eldest  daughter  in  a  family  of  six  girls  and  one 
son.  By  the  marriage  of  Geo.  W.  and  Marj-  E.  Hardin  there  have 
been  five  children  born  to  them.  Their  names  are :  Fatsey  C,  Allie 
B.,  Hiram  Herbert,  Rupert  Raymond  and  George  Oliver  Hardin. 

George  W.  Hardin  was  cruelly  and  foully  shot  by  a  ruffian  named 
James  H.  Batty,  on  the  public  highway,  on  the  3d  day  of  March, 
18/9.  He  was  brought  home  and  survived  until  April  7th,  1879, 
wdien  his  spirit  took  its  flight  to  the  world  that  lies  beyond.  His 
body  was  followed  to  the  grave  and  buried  by  the  niejnl^ers  of  the 
Pawnee  Lodge,  No.  675,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  body  he  was  an 
active  and  beloved  member.  His  murderer  fled  the  country  after 
the  confession  of  the  crime,  and  has  not  yet  been  apprehended  and 
made  to  answer  at  the  bar  of  justice  for  his  inhuman  act  Mr. 
Hardin  was  cut  down  in  the  prime  of  life  and  vigorous  manhood. 
He  was  aged  thirty-seven  years.  He  was  very  domestic  in  his 
habits,  a  loving  husband  and  a  fond  and  affectionate  father. 


A.  M.   COUNCIL 

Is  a  native-born  citizen  of  Christian  county  ;  he  was  born  in  the 
north-west  part  of  South  Fork  township,  April  27th,  1853.  He 
is  the  son  of  Aquilla  and  Sarah  E.  Council.  Aquilla  Council 
was  born  in  Halifax  county.  North  Carolina,  June  5th,  1805.  His 
father,  David,  emigrated  to  Tennessee  about  1813,  and  settled  in 


Montgomery  countv.  Aquilla  Council  was  raised  to  agricultural 
]Mirsuits.  He  received  such  an  education  as  the  common  schools 
of  that  day  afforded.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  JSIIss  S.irah  E.  Milugin,  a  native  of  D'.xon  county, 
Tenn.  The  Melugins  were  early  settlers  in  Tennessee,  and  of  Irish 
descent.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Council  began  farming  in  Tennes- 
see, and  in  1830,  desirous  of  moving  to  a  country  where  land  could 
be  more  easily  obtained,  he,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  emi- 
grated to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Sangamon  county,  in  what  is  now 
Cotton  Hill  township,  near  the  South  Fork  of  the  Sangamon  river, 
wdiere  he  remained  two  years  ;  then  moved  about  four  miles  fur- 
ther up  the  river  and  settled  on  section  29,  town  14,  range  3,  and 
when  Christian  county  was  organized,  the  cut-off  from  Sangamon 
m:ide  him  a  resident  of  Christian  county.  He  improved  a  farm 
upon  the  above  named  section,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  July 
13th,  1857.  His  wife  still  survives  him,  a  hale  and  hearty  old  lady 
of  sixty-nine  years.  Thiy  raised  a  family  of  seven  children,  five 
girls  and  two  boys,  viz. :  Amanda,  Rebecca  E.,  Sarah  E.,  Elizabeth, 
Aquilla  M.,  William  T.  and  Amelia.  Mr.  Council  was  a  man  of 
the  strictest  integrity,  and  one  in  whom  the  people  placed  all  confi- 
dence. For  about  sixteen  years  he  filled  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  represented  his  town,ship,  in  the  county  Board,  for  a 
number  of  years,  with  credit  to  himself  and  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  now  lives  on  the  old  homestead, 
the  place  where  he  was  born.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  joined  the 
army  in  the  late  civil  war.  He  was  in  company  D,  under  Captain 
Daniel  DeCamp,  130th  Ills.  Vols.,  Col.  Nilcs  having  command  He 
was  in  the  first  brigade,  second  division,  and  thirteenth  army  corps. 
He  was  in  several  engagements  ;  among  the  most  noted  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  and  battle  of  Jackson,  ]Mississippi  ;  in  the  engage- 
ment incident  to  the  Red  river  campaign,  was  taken  prisoner  near 
JMansfield,  Louisiana,  and  taken  to  camp  Ford,  Texas,  where  he  re- 
mained about  fourteen  months.  He  passed  his  twenty-first  birth- 
day in  this  prison.  After  his  exchange  he  was  sent  to  New  Orleans, 
but  was  subsequently  ordered  to  camp  Butler,  Illinois,  where  he 
was  mustered  out  of  service  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  immediate- 
'  ly  returned  to  his  home  in  Christian  county.  Christmas  day,  1868, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Williams,  a  native  of 
Sangamon  county,  and  daughter  of  I.  B.  Williams.  By  this  union 
they  have  a  family  of  two  children — Phiebe  and  William.  Mr. 
Cjuneil  is  one  of  the  prominent  young  farmers  of  South  Fork 
towusliip.  A  view  of  his  place  can  be  seen  in  another  part  of  this 
work.     In  politics  he  is  a  republican. 

GEORGE  W.  WILLIAMS 

Was  born  in  Columbus,  ( )hin,  Oct.  27tli,  1824  ;  he  is  the  son 
of  Robert  and  Mary  Williams.  Robert  Wdliams  was  a  native  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  JMary  Smith,  his  wife,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  place.  They  raised  a  famil}'  of  seven  children,  (five  boys 
and  two  girls)  of  which  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  fifth.  His 
ancestors  were  of  Welsh  descent,  and  Mr.  Williams  is  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  the  Puritan  Minister,  Roger  Williams.  Robert  Williams 
was  an  undertaker  and  builder,  and  brought  up  his  son  George  to 
the  same  business.  He  emigrated  fnmi  Rhode  Island  to  Ohio  in 
about  1812,  and  settled  in  Franklin  county  near  Columbus,  wdiere 
he  followed  his  trade  and  carried  on  a  farm.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  at  an  early  age  entered  his  apprenticeship  under  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Boswell  ;  he  remained  with  liim  three  years,  then  emi- 
grateil  to  Iowa,  antl  began  working  at  his  trade  in  Jluscatine  county, 
which  he  continued  for  four  years,  then  took  a  steamboat  for  St. 
Ljuis  in  the  spring  of  1844.     Hf-  remained  two  years  in   that  citv. 
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building  and  contriulin;;,  where  he  lost  his  entire  accumulations  that 
lie  had  gathered  together  in  Iinva,  by  placing  too  much  confidence 
ill  a  supposed  friend,  who  formerly  was  foreman  in  the  shop  where 
ho  first  learned  his  trade,  in  Ohio,  whom  lie  met  upou  the  levee 
when  landing  from  the  steamboat,  at  >St.  Louis.  He  was,  of  course, 
much  elated  at  seeing  an  old  acquaintance,  and  they -immediately 
formed  a  partnershij),  which  continued  as  long  as  Jlr.  Williams' 
money  lasted.  At  the  exiiiratiou  of  two  years  he  found  himself 
without  a  cent,  and  consequently  compelled  to  start  life  anew.  Un- 
der these  adverse  circumstances  he  then  engaged  with  the  American 
Hemp  Cunipaiiy,  doing  business  in  Sangamon  county,  Illinois  ; 
lie  went  to  that  county  in  the  fall  of  1846,  and  was  occupied 
in  putting  up  the  building  necessary  fur  the  business,  and 
subsequently  ran  one  of  the  mills.  He  was  employed  by  this 
firm  about  two  years.  It  was  here  he  first  met  jMaiy  Hum- 
])hreys,  who  afterward  became  his  wife.  They  were  married  JMarch 
IStli,  1847.  She  was  a  native  of  Fleming  county,  Ky.,  born  June 
Gth,  1824,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  L.  and  Sally  Hum- 
pliieys.  The  Humi)hreys  are  of  "Welsh  descent.  Mrs.  Williams' 
grandfather,  Owen  Humphreys,  was  a  native  of  Wales.  His  father 
emigrated  to  Peiina.  when  he,  Owen  Humphreys,  was  a  child.  He 
subsequently  moved  to  Kentucky,  where  Oweu  Humphreys  married 
a  willow,  Isabel  Keith,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lee.  They  were 
married  in  Fleming  county,  Ky.  They  had  seven  children  born  to 
them.  ]Mrs.  Isabel  Ilumiihreys  died  April  12th,  1S2.S,  in  Bath 
county,  Ky.  Owen  Humjihreys,  with  some  of  his  children,  came 
to  Sangamon  count}',  Illinois,  arriving  in  the  fall  of  1828  or  1829, 
and  settled  three  aiid-a-lialf  miles  southeast  of  Springfield.  Thomas 
L.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Williams,  followed  iu  1830,  and  settled  on 
the  homestead,  entered  by  Owen  Humphreys.  Her  father's  liealth 
was  not  good  in  this  their  new  country,  and  he  returned  to  his  old 
place,  where  he  remained  until  1851,  in  which  year,  upon  the  eigh- 
teenth of  March,  his  wife  Sally  died  ;  he  then  moved  into  South 
Fork  town.ship.  Christian  county,  where  he  died  Aug.  14th,  1864. 
Mr.  W^illiams  came  to  Christian  county  in  1851,  and  continuing 
bridge  building  with  his  other  mechanical  operations,  worked  suc- 
cessfully in  this  line  of  business  until  1860,  finally  settling  down  to 
farming  life  upon  the  land  which  he  now  occupies,  to  which  he  de- 
voted his  whole  attention.  He  has  an  excellent  farm  of  240  acres, 
with  substantial  house  and  good  outbuildings,  a  view  of  which 
is  shown  in  this  work.  Mr.  Williams  has  one  daughter  living, 
Mary  T.,  the  wife  of  Charles  Payne,  who  resides  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  paternal  roof     The  declining  years  of  Mr.   and  Mrs. 


Williams  are  brightened  with  the  companionship  of  their  two 
grandchildren,  Nellie  and  George,  who  pass  most  of  their  time  at 
the  home  of  their  grandparents,  between  whom  a  strong  mutual  at- 
tachment exists. 

In  politics  Mr.  Williams  is  a  rejniblican,  casting  his  first  vote 
for  President  Lincoln.  In  social  life  he  is  a  pleasant,  hospitable 
gentleman,  and,  together  with  his  wife,  enjoy  the  respect  and  good 
wishes  of  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 


WILLIAM  G.  GEORGE 
Was  b(jni  in  Sangamon  county,  July  29th,  1839.  His  fiither,  Ed- 
ward George,  was  a  native  of  Virginia.  At  the  age  of  six  years  he 
was  taken  to  Kentucky  by  his  father.  In  1831  he  came  to  Illinois, 
aud  settled  iu  Sangamon  county,  where  he  remained  until  his  deaih 
in  June,  1875.  He  married  Catherine  Whaley,  who  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  a  native  of  Bath  county,  Ky.  She  died  in  Sept., 
1855.  William  G.  is  the  eldest  of  the  boys  and  the  third  in  the  family. 
He  remained  at  home  until  his  twenty-second  year,  wlieu  he  enlisted 
in  Company  ''D,"  33d  Reg't.  Illinois  Infantry.  He  entered  as  a 
private  for  three  years  service,  and  passed  successively  through  all 
the  grades  and  was  mustered  out  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  his  com- 
pany. He  entered  the  service  in  Aug.,  1861,  and  in  Jan.,  1863,  he 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  regiment  veteranized.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  and  honorably  discharged  iu  December,  1805.  He  re- 
mained, and  participated  iu  every  battle  that  his  regiment  was  in. 
The  principal  engagements  in  which  he  took  part  were  Frederick- 
town,  Mo.,  Vicksburg  campaign  under  Grant,  capture  of  Jack- 
son, Miss.,  and  the  campaign  against  Slobile,  and  its  defences  under 
Gen.  Canby,  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Spanish  and 
Blakeley.  The  regiment,  after  the  war  closed,  did  garrisou  duty  at 
Vicksburg,  Yazoo,  and  Meridian,  Miss.  On  the  21st  of  February, 
1866,  he  iiuirriod  Miss  Anna  E.  Phillips,  a  native  of  Sangamon 
county.  Ills.  They  have  had  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living. 
Their  names  are  Charles  C.  Owen  C.  Carrie  L.  William  E.  aud 
Harry  M.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  In  politics 
lie  is  a  republican.  He  is  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance.  He 
came  to  Christian  county  in  the  spring  of  1866,  and  rented  land  for 
nine  years  of  Jlr.  Humphreys,  after  which  he  purchased  333  acres 
of  the  east  half  of  Sec.  2,  T.  13,  R.  4  W.,  where  he  at  present  re- 
sides. He  is  among  the  prominent  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  his 
town.ship.  He  has  bjen  collector  of  his  township,  and  is  univer- 
sally regarded  as  a  good  man  and  citizen. 


GREENWOOD    TOWNSHIP. 


S  one  of  the  southern  tier  of  townshi])s  in  the  couiily  ; 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Johnson,  east  by  Rosemond, 
south  by  Jlontgomcry  county,  and  west  by  Rick's  town- 
ship. It  is  well  drained  by  the  South  Fork  and  its 
tributaries.  Along  the  margin  of  its  streams  is  considera- 
ble timber.  The  soil  is  rich  and  fertile,  and  produces  large  quanti- 
ties of  wheat,  corn,  rye,  oats,  hay,  potatoes  and  vegetables. 

For  many  years  the  "Upper  South  Fork"  country,  as  it  was 
usually  denouiiiuitcd  was  sparsely  settled.    The  early  settlers  reared 


their  cabins  ahjiig  tlie  skirts  of  the  limlier,  whilst  thousands  of  acres 
of  wild  prairie  lands  adjacent,  remained  in  their  native  state.  Un- 
entered, cheap  lands  seemed  to  be  a  drug  in  the  market.  The 
Government  price  was  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre. 
A  noted  land  speculator  living  in  Hillsboro,  for  several  years  after 
the  organization  of  the  county,  competed  with  this  in  offering 
timbered  lands  at  the  low  price  of  seventy-five  cents  an  acre,  with 
few  sales  even  at  that  figure.  It  was  not  until  after  the  year  1850, 
that  any  material  cluuige  took  jihiee. 
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The  beautiful  broad  acres  about  that  period  began  to  attract  the 
eyes  of  emigrants,  aud  the  country  rapidly  filled  up.  Tlie  vacant 
lands  were  soon  entered,  and  jirices  advanced  from  75  cents  to  §5, 
$10  and  820  per  acre.  For  many  years  after  the  organization  of 
the  county  this  whole  section  of  country  was  attached  to  Taylor- 
ville  precinct  for  voting  purposes.  This  was  a  serious  inconvenience. 
Early  in  the  year  1852,  with  the  influx  of  emigration,  the  people 
made  a  move  for  a  new  Justice  Precinct.  The  petition  a.sking  for  it, 
signed  by  William  Linn  and  thirtv-nine  others,  legal  voters  within 
said  territory,  was  laid  before  the  county  court  by  Henry  Riggs. 
The  prayer  of  the  jietitioners  was  granted,  and  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1852,  an  order  was  passed  forming  the  ''Nevada  Precinct."  It 
comprised  all  of  T.  11 — 2  and  the  south  third  of  T.  12 — 2.  It  was 
the  ninth  precinct  formed  in  the  county.  The  place  of  voting  at 
first  was  fixed  at  the  "Nevada  School  House,"  but  afterwards,  on 
the  4th  of  September,  1855,  it  was  changed  to  the  "  Sassafras  School 
House  "  James  Pierce,  James  Linn  and  Henry  Riggs  were  ap- 
pointed the  first  judges  of  election.  Robert  S.  Welch  was  an  act- 
ing justice  of  the  peace,  within  the  bounds  of  the  new  precinct ;  at 
the  time  of  its  formation  each  precinct  was  entitled  to  two  justices 
of  the  peace  and  two  constables.  Henry  C.  Dickson  was  elected 
the  other  justice,  Nov.  2,  1852,  and  at  the  same  time  Madison  Bus- 
by and  William  Linn  were  elected  constables.  Thus  was  organized, 
officered  and  set  in  motion  the  precinct  of  "Nevada."  Who  ori- 
ginated the  name  or  why  it  was  so  called,  at  this  date,  is  unknown. 
Amongst  its  oldest  settlers  may  be  mentioned  Mylo  Skinner,  Wil- 
liam Virden,  Duane  Skinner,  John  McClurg,  Chris.  K.  Durbin, 
George  Wilcox,  Daniel  E.  Walker,  Bradley  Skinner,  Josephus 
and  Leonard  Durbin,  Madison  Busby,  Francis  J.  White,  Domenick 
Simpson,  H.  C.  Dickson,  John  Busbj-,  Peter  Klinefelter,  Old  Na- 
than Durbin,  William  Walker,  James  Pearce,  Robert  S.  Welch, 
James  A.  Dunn,  James  P.  Walker,  Ed.  R.  Skinner,  James  Linn, 
Cornelius  Klinefelter.  Daniel  Micenhammer,  John  Miller,  Edgar 
M.  Thompson,  John  Carman,  Dr.  D.  C.  Goodan,  Jerry  Welch,  a 
]\Ir.  McFarlaud,  George  Compton,  Peter  Oiler,  John  W.  ililler, 
H.  J.  Shafl'er,  T.  L.  Bacon,  Henry  Riggs,  Wni.  Linn,  Andrew  S. 
Miller,  and  Wm.  Slieham.  There  are  several  incidents  connected 
with  its  carl}'  history.  On  one  occasion  several  of  its  citizens, 
among  whom  were  Mylo  Skinner,  Duane  Skinner  and  others,  made 
a  trip  to  Taylorville  in  the  dead  of  winter,  in  a  sled.  On  tlieir 
return  in  the  evening,  a  blinding  snow  storm  set  in  as  they  entered 
the  prairie  of  Johnson  tcwiibhip.  Thty  continued  to  travel  the 
whole  night,  supposing  all  the  time  they  were  making  a  bee  line  to 
the  timber  in  a  homeward  direction,  which,  when  reached,  they 
might  renew  their  reckoning.  To  their  utter  surprise,  in  the  morn- 
ing, they  found  they  had  traveled  round  and  round  within  a  radius 
of  a  mile.  They  all  suifered  very  much  from  the  cold,  and  Mylo 
Skinnei's  feet  were  frozen,  and  he  l;nd  to  have  a  part  of  ihcm  am- 


putated. In  1861  corn  was  a  drug  in  the  market,  and  brought 
only  eight  cents  per  bushel.  A  Jlr.  Johnson,  of  this  precinct,  u.scd 
a  portion  of  his  crop  that  year  for  fuel,  as  a  stroke  of  economy. 
It  was  published  in  the  papers  circulating  in  the  cast,  and  created 
not  a  little  comment  and  astonishment,  at  the  wanton  destruction. 
,In  1866,  on  the  adoption  of  township  organization,  the  precinct  of 
"  Nevada  "  came  to  an  tnd.  and  was  succeeded  by  Greenwood  town- 
ship—embracing all  of  Town.  11,  R.  2  west.  The  remainder  of 
the  territory  of  Nevada  was  absorbed  by  Johnson  township.  It 
was  named  Greenwood  on  account  of  its  beautiful  groves  of  timber 
An  election  for  township  officers  was  held  April  3,  1866.  George 
W.  Taylor  was  elected  supervisor;  James  Aliller  and  JIadison 
Busby  its  first  justices  of  the  peace.  The  lands  in  this  township 
were  originally  surveyed  by  Enoch  Moore,  Dep.  U.  S.  Surveyor, 
returned  and  certified  Jan.  25,  1819,  Wm.  Rector,  Sur.  General. 

Wm.  Virdin  entered  the  first  land  in  this  townsliip,  on  the  11th 
of  Feb.  1836.  They  were  located  on  the  W.  I,  S.  E.  i  section  36, 
SO  acres ;  S.  E.  N.  W.,  section  36,  -10  acres,  and  S.  W.  sec  tion  3G, 
160  acres.  April  13,  1836,  Charles  Sprague  entered  tlie  W.  h,  N. 
W.  i  section  21,  80  acres;  and  W.  I  S.  W.  i  section  21,  80  acres. 

Below  we  append  a  liit  of  township  officers. 

Supervkors—Qi.  W.  Taylor,  elected  1866;  John  Miller,  1867, 
re-elected  1868,  '69,  '70  and  '71  ;  A.  G.  Ament,  1873,  re-elected 
1874,  '75,  and  "76;  John  W.  IMiller,  1877,  and  re-elected  1878,  '79 
and  '80. 

Assessors — Nathan  Stevens,  1876,  reelected  1877;  Madison 
Busb)^  1878  and  '79;  Chris  K.  Hamel,1880. 

Collectors.— ^o\\n  Morrison,  elected  1866  ;  C.  K.  Hamel,  1867  ; 
Wm.  T.  Cheney,  1868,  and  by  re-election  held  the  office  up  to  1874  ; 
Wm.  Busby,  Sr  ,  1874;  C.  K.  Hamel,  1875,  and  re-elected  1876; 
James  R.  Busby,  1877,  re-elected  1878;  JIadison  Busby,  Jr.,  1879, 
re-elected  1880. 

Town  Clerks — Geo.  Taylor.  1876,  re-elected  1877;  C  K.  Hamel, 
1878,  re-elected  1879  ;  L.  Bnsby,  1880. 

Cominmhners  of  mghwaiiS.—I).  B.  Chumley,  1876 ;  Wm  J. 
Pearson,  1877;  Wesley  Simpson,  1878;  James  Hawkins,  1879, 
AVm.  J.  Pearson,  1830. 

Constables. — Elisha  Compton,  elected  in  1877;  Isaac  Gorsuch, 
1877  ;  James  A.  Hawkins,  1678. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — James  Miller  and  iladison  Busbv,  elecled 
in  1866  ;  H.  C.  Dick.<on  and  xMadison  Busby,  1870;  George  Taylor, 
187.j;  James  W.  Estabrook,  1874;  Wm  M.  Warren  and  George 
Taylor,  1877;  Elisha  Compton,  1878. 

Greenwood  is  one  of  the  best  wheat  an<l  corn  producing  town- 
ships in  the  county  ;  also  con  iderable  attention  is  given  to  grazing 
and  feeding  of  stock,  which  forms  one  of  the  leading  industries  of 
the  people.  It  has  within  its  borders  many  well-improved  farms. 
Its  inhabitants  are  an  industrious  and  intelligent  class  of  people. 
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THE  GOODAN  BROTHERS. 

Among  the  younger  farmers  of  Christian  county  w  ho  have  won 

success  by  untiring  industry  and  shrewd   business  dealings,  are  the 

Goodan  Brothers,  of  Greenwood.     Six  of  them  manage  the  farm  in 

jiartnership.     All  are  natives  of  this  State.     Their  father  was  Dr. 


David  C.  Goodan,  wlio  was  born  in  Bourljon  count v,  Keiituckv.on 
the  9th  of  August,  1818,  and  was  the  sou  of  Levi  Goodan.  The 
Goodan  family  was  of  English  descent,  and  settled  in  Kentucky  at 
an  early  day.  When  Dr.  Goodan  was  four  or  five  years  old,' his 
father  moved  with  the  family  to  Illinois  aud  settled  in  Sangamon 
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county,  where  he  was  one  of  the  curliest  settlers.  By  reason  of  the 
absence  of  sehools  in  Sangamon  county,  at  that  time,  he  was  sent 
back  to  Kentucky  to  be  educated.  He  studied  medicine  at  Louis- 
ville, and  after  tilting  himself  thoroughly  for  the  profession,  re- 
turned to  Illinois,  and  first  began  practice  at  Macomb  in  Mc- 
Donough  county.  On  the  20th  of  April,  18o7,  he  married  Catha- 
rine Von  Ostran.  She  was  born  in  Hunterdon  county.  New  Jer- 
sey, on  the  14th  of  June,  1819.  Her  father  emigrated  to  this  State 
in  1837,  when  Mrs.  Goodan  was  a  girl  of  seventeen.  He  came  to 
Illinois  with  the  intention  of  making  his  home  in  Fulton  county, 
but  on  reaching  Springfield  an  injury  happened  to  his  horses,  and  he 
settled  in  that  place,  though  afterward  he  moved  to  Fulton  counlv. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 

After  Dr.  Goodan's  marriage  he  lived  for  a  short  time  in  ]\[c- 
Douough  county,  and  then  removed  to  the  town  of  Canton,  in  Fulton 
count}',  where  he  practiced  his  profession  for  four  years.  He  next 
located  in  Springfield,  and  from  that  place  moved  to  Kentucky, 
and  established  himself  as  a  physician,  at  Paris,  in  his  native  countv 
of  Bourbon — the  heart  of  the  celebrated  blue  grass  region.  He 
resided  at  Paris  two  years,  and,  in  1844,  settled  at  Taylorville. 
Taylorville  was  then  a  small  town  of  a  few  fomilies,  and  the  sur- 
rounding country  was  very  thinly  settled.  He  afterwards  prac- 
ticed medicine  in  Sangamon  county,  and  returned  to  Christiair 
county  in  1857.  His  djath  occurred  in  Greenwood  township,  on 
the  29th  of  July,  1864.  He  was  a  man  who  possessed  fine  natural 
ability.  He  had  acquired  an  excellent  education,  and  his 
attainments  placad  him,  as  a  physician,  in  the  front  rank  of 
his  profession.  He  was  said  to  be  the  best  penman  in  Christian 
county,  and  for  a  time  held  the  office  of  Circuit  Clerk.  Whatever 
faults  he  may  have  possessed,  none  could  denv  that  by  nature  he 
was  a  man  of  a  kind  heart  and  generous  impulse,  and  that  his  in- 
tellectual qualities  fitted  him  for  a  high  rank  in  his  profession. 

Ten  of  his  children  are  now  living,  all  in  Greenwood  township, 
w!th  the  exception  of  one  in  the  adjoining  township  of  Johnson. 
Their  names  are  as  follows:  Sarah  G.,  now  the  wife  of  William 
Clunnley,  William;  Mary  Gertrude,  who  married  Albert  Young; 
Louisa,  David,  John,  Franklin  P.,  All)ert  and  Charles,  who  are 
twins,  and  Julia. 

At  her  husband's  death  ]\Irs  Goodan  found  herself  with  a  large 
family  of  children,  and  with  no  means  for  their  support.  Their 
circumstances  were  extremely  straitened,  and  the  boys  were  com- 
pelled to  find  places  on  forms,  where  they  could  earn  their  own  liv- 
ing. The  oldest  son,  Clarkson  V.  Goodan,  took  charge  of  the 
family,  and  his  home  has  always  been  with  his  mother.  The  boys 
Avere  strong  and  healtliy  ;  they  had  been  raised  to  habits  of  industry, 
and  all  were  willing  to  do  their  share  of  hard  work.  The  first 
move  which  Clarkson  made  was  to  rent  land  on  the  prairie,  in 
Greenwood  township,  and  begin  forming  for  himself.  Albert  and 
Charles,  the  younger  boys,  have  always  lived  at  home,  and  they 
assisted  as  they  could  in  carrying  on  farming  operations.  The  other 
boys  found  employment  with  other  farmers.  Having  saved  suf- 
ficient money  to  justify  the  attempt  to  secure  a  farm  of  their  own, 
Clarkson,  William,  David,  John,  and  Frank,  together  with  their 
mother,  bought  their  present  farm  in  Greenwood  township.  They 
went  to  work  with  a  will,  and  in  spite  of  poor  crops  and  bad  sea- 
sons, have  managed  to  succeed.  They  arc  now  in  a  promising  finan- 
cial condition,  and  among  the  prosperous  and  progressive  larmers 
of  the  county.  Besides  carrying  on  general  farming  operations 
they  have  been  engaged,  to  a  considerable  extent,  in  raising  and 
dealing  in  stock.  During  the  last  six  years  they  have  bought  and 
sold  large  numbers  of  cattle.  All  are  shrewd  traders,  have  a  sound 
judgment  of  stock,  and  are  business  men  of  good  capacity      Beside 


their  own  farm,  they  rent  additional  land.  In  the  year  1880  they 
farmed  a  whole  section  of  land,  and  raised  240  acres  of  wheat  and 
240  acres  of  corn.  All  the  boys,  with  the  exception  of  Charles,  are 
now  jointly  interested  in  their  operations.  Their  farm  consists  of 
228'.  acres,  anil  is  situated  in  sections  three  and  ten,  of  Greenwood 
township.  A  full  page  view  of  it  may  be  found  elsewhere  Charles 
was  married  on  1st  of  June,  1875,  to  Frances  V.  Shivers,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Shivers,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Christian  count}', 
and  is  now  farming  in  Johnson  township. 

William  was  a  soldier  in  the  army  during  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion. He  enlisted  in  company  G,  of  the  41st  Illinois  regiment,  and 
was  nuistered  in  at  Decatur  on  the  5th  of  August,  1861.  After 
serving  with  his  regiment  for  fifteen  months,  he  was  detailed  fijr 
service  with  company  G,  of  the  1st  ^lissouri  Light  Artillerv  regi- 
ment, as  acting  forage  master.  After  the  expiration  of  his  three 
years  term  of  enlistment,  he  served  in  the  31st  Illinois  regiment  to 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
with  the  17th  Army  Corps,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Fort 
Donelson,  Shiloh,  Metamora,  the  Siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  accom- 
panied Gen.  Sherman  on  his  celebrated  inarch  from  Atlanta  to  the 
sea.  After  the  Sherman  raid,  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Goldsboro, 
North  Carolina;  for  a  couple  of  weeks  was  a  prisoner  at  Salisbury, 
and  was  exchanged  just  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

These  enterprising  young  men  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  what  they  have  accomplished  has  been  by  their  own  efforts. 
As  self-made  men,  they  have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  it  is  possi- 
ble for  young  men  of  energy  and  industry  to  raise  themselves  from 
poverty  to  independence.  Much  of  their  success  is  perhaps  due  to 
the  efi'orts  of  Mrs.  Goodan,  who  has  always  endeavored  to  make  the 
best  of  the  circumstances  in  which  she  was  placed,  to  raise  her  sons 
to  temperate  and  frugal  habits,  and  to  furnish  them  with  such  edu- 
cational advantages  as  were  po-ssible.  It  may  be  truthfully  said 
that  it  is  rare  to  find  a  family  of  so  many  sous,  among  whom  bad 
habits  are  so  few,  and  industry  and  sobriety  so  generally  the  rule. 
In  politics  all  are  democratic,  with  the  exception  of  William,  who 
was  raised  a  democrat,  but  returned  from  his  service  in  the  army  a 
republican.  William  is  also  one  of  tiie  officers  of  Greenwood 
township. 


JOHN  AV.  MILLER 
Was  born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  (_)liio,  April  25,  1840.  Ilis  father, 
John  Miller,  was  of  Irish  descent;  was  born  in  Penn.^ylvania  in 
1805;  and  in  1817  moved  with  his  father  to  Guernsey  county,  Ohio. 
His  mother  was  Harriet  Miskimen,  who  was  of  Scotch  and  German 
origin.  In  1852,  Mr.  Miller's  father  moved  to  Christian  county, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1853  settled  where  Mr.  Miller  now  lives,  in 
section  15  of  Greenwood  township.  At  the  time  of  making  this 
settlement,  Greenwood  township  had  but  few  inhabitants.  •  About 
twenty  families  had  settled  along  the  timber.  Between  his  father's 
house  and  Pana,  no  settlement  had  been  made  within  a  couple  of 
miles  of  the  direct  road.  His  mother  died  in  1852,  during  the  first 
summer  after  the  coming  of  the  family  to  this  state.  His  father 
died  in  1804.  After  his  mother's  death  JMr.  Miller  lived  at  various 
places  in  the  county,  and  two  years  with  an  uncle  in  Ohio.  He 
was  married  July  5th,  1864,  to  Julia  .\.  Klinefelter,  daughter  of 
Peter  Klinefelter.  Her  father  was  b:irn  in  Pennsylvania;  moved 
from  that  state  to  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Greenwood  township  in  1»61. 
Since  1864,  Mr.  Miller  has  been  farming  in  Greenwood  township. 
He  was  first  elected  supervisor  in  1867,  and  served  for  five  succes- 
sive terms.  He  was  elected  again  in  1877,  and  has  represented 
Greenwood  township  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors  ever  since.  He 
is  a  republican  in  politics. 
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WILLIAM  M.   WARREN. 

Mr.  Warren  has  lived  in  Greenwood  townsliip  since  1872.  lie 
was  born  in  Piatt  county,  of  this  state,  on  the  ITtli  of  December, 
1847.  On  his  father's  side  his  ancestors  were  Iri.^h,  but  mixed  up 
with  Scotch,  Engli.-h,  and  German.  His  grcat-graudfathcr  settled 
in  Delaware,  and  his  grandfather  settled  at  an  early  date  near  Cir- 
cleville,  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio.  His  father,  Bennett  Warren, 
was  born  in  Ohio  ;  was  married  in  that  state  to  Eliza  Donelscn, 
and  about  the  year  1840  emigrated  to  Piatt  county,  Illinois;  he 
afterward  died  in  Shelby  county,  as  did  also  Jlr.  Warren's  mother. 
William  M.  Warren  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  five  children. 
He  was  principally  raised  in  fchelby  county,  where  his  father 
removed  when  he  was  about  nine  years  old  ;  his  education  was  ob- 
tained chiefly  by  his  own  efforts,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  after  he 
returned  home  from  service  in  the  army.  He  was  living  in  Shelby 
county  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 
In  November,  1863,  he  enlisted  at  Jacksonville,  iu  Company  M., 
3d  Illinois  Cavalry.  At  that  time  he  was  one  month  less  than  six- 
teen years  of  age.  He  joined  his  regiment  at  Pocahontas,  Tennes- 
■see.  Part  of  the  time  his  regiment  was  attached  to  the  IGth  Army 
Corps,  and  subsequently  to  General  Wilson's  Cavalry  Corps.  He 
was  present  at  the  battles  of  West  Point,  Okaluna,  Guntown,  and 
Tupelo.  For  a  considerable  part  of  his  term  of  service  his  regi- 
ment was  employed  in  fighting  guerillas  in  Kentucky,  and  while 
there  the  men  saw  hard  service.  After  the  war  closed,  by  the  col- 
lapse of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  his  regiment  was  ordered  to 
Minnesota,  arriving  in  that  state  iu  June,  18G5,  and  thence  was 
dispatched  for  service  against  the  Indians  in  Dacotah  Territory. 
He  was  discharged  at  Fort  Snelling,  and  returned  to  Shelby  county, 
where  he  lived  till  1872,  when  he  came  to  Christian  county. 

He  was  married  on  the  24th  of  December,  1872,  to  Mrs  Anna 
M.  IMiller,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  M.  Morrison.  She  was 
l)orn  iu  Adams  county,  Ohio.  Her  first  husband's  name  was 
Andrew  S.  Miller,  by  whom  she  had  two  children,  Charles  E.,  and 
Andrew  J.  Miller.  B_v  the  present  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren 
have  two  children  living,  James  Bennett  Warren  and  Emma  War- 
ren. Rosa  Florence,  the  next  to  the  youngest  child,  died  in  infancy. 
Since  living  in  Greenwood  township  Mr.  Warren  has  been  engaged 
in  farming,  and  is  a  man  who  stands  well  as  a  citizen  in  that  [lart 
of  the  county.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1877.  In 
politics  he  has  always  been  a  republican. 


CHARLES  MILLER. 
Mr.  Miller  has  resided  in  Greenwood  township  since  18(55. 
He  was  born  near  Prusse-^Iinden,  in  Prussia,  on  the  31st  of  May, 
1842.  His  father,  Charles  Miller,  was  a  well-to-do  farmer  for  the 
old  country,  and  owned  about  two  hundred  acres  of  land.  His 
mother's  name  was  Christina  Busking.  Mr.  Jliller  was  the  next  to 
the  youngest  of  a  familj-  often  children.  He  went  to  school  till  he 
was  fourteen  years  old,  and  afterward  worked  on  his  father's  farm. 
He  was  of  an  enterprising  turn  of  mind,  and  when  he  became 
eighteen  determined  to  emigrate  to  America  and  see  whether  he 
could  better  his  circumstances.  He  came  over  in  a  steamer,  land- 
ing in  New  York  in  1860.  A  man  named  Conrad  Leesaman,  who 
owned  a  farm  in  Madison  county,  in  this  State,  near  Edwardsville, 
came  over  in  the  same  vessel.  Mr.  Miller  accompanied  Leesaman 
direct  to  Madison  county,  entered  his  employment  and  worked  for 
him  on  his  farm  for  five  years.  Slost  of  the  time  he  received  good 
wages  and  saved  his  money.  In  186-5  he  bought  fifty-three  acres 
of  land,  which  is  included  in  his  present  farm  in  (ireenwood  town- 
ship.    In  the  spring  of  1865  he  niovid  on  this  farm  and  began  im- 


proving it.  On  the  14th  of  February,  1867,  he  married  Frederika 
Kurlbaum,  who  had  been  b(]rn  and  raised  in  Madison  county.  She 
died  on  the  10th  of  .Tanuarv,  18i:)'.l.  His  second  marriage  took 
place  on  the  9th  of  March,  1870,  to  Mary  Greenwood,  daughter  of 
William  Greenwood,  who  was  born  near  Philadelphia,  and  was 
mostly  raised  iu  Illinois,  and  was  living  in  Rosemond  township  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage.  Mr.  Miller  has  six  children:  Henry, 
Lizzie,  Anna,  William,  August  and  Caroline.  The  last  five  arc 
children  by  his  second  marriage.  He  owns  25.3  acres  of  land,  233 
of  which  are  in  one  body,  and  twenty  timber  land.  For  his  success 
since  coming  to  this  country  he  is  indebted  to  his  own  energy  and 
industry.  The  assistance  which  he  received  from  the  old  country 
amounted  in  all  to  only  two  hundred  dcllars,  and  the  remainder  he 
has  earned  by  hard  work.  He  stands  well  among  the  farmers  of 
Greenwood  township.  He  has  always  been  a  republican  in  politics, 
and  first  voted  for  General  Grant  for  president  in  1SG8. 


ELISIIA  COMPTON. 

Among  the  old  settlers  and  leading  citizens  of  Greenwood  town- 
ship is  Elisha  Compton.  He  was  born  in  Coshocton  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  20th  of  October,  1838.  His  ance.stors  were  of  English 
descent,  and  they  settled  in  Old  Virginia  at  a  period  previous  to  the 
Revolutionary  war.  George  W.  Compton,  his  father,  was  born  iu 
Culpeper  county,  Virginia,  and  was  married  there  to  Amelia 
Wood,  whose  ancestors  were  also  early  residents  of  the  Old  Domin- 
ion. Soon  after  his  marriage  George  W.  Compton  started  with  his 
young  wife  for  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Coshocton  county.  This  was 
about  the  year  1818.  He  chose  as  his  location  the  point  of  land 
running  down  between  the  Tuscarawas  and  Walhondiug  rivers, 
which  there  unite  to  form  the  Muskingum.  This  was  the  birth- 
place of  Elisha  Compton.  There  were  eight  children  in  the  family, 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  in  the  order  of  his 
birth.  He  lived  in  Ohio  until  about  eighteen  years  of  age.  For  the 
boj's  of  that  day  the  ordinary  district  schools  were  the  only  means 
of  obtaining  an  education,  and  not  much  attention  was  paid  to 
schooling.  The  whole  family  moved  to  Illinois  in  18.^6,  settling  in 
the  spring  of  that  year  on  section  32  of  Greenwood  township.  At 
that  time,  this  part  of  the  county  was  but  thiiily  inhabited.  The 
improvements  were  confined  to  the  edge  of  the  timber.  The  prairie 
was  almost  entirely  without  .settlements.  Before  the  family  left 
Ohio,  his  father  had  purchased  a  thousand  acres  of  land  and 
had  a  hou.^e  built  ready  for  occupancy.  His  father  lived  in  this 
place  till  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  28th  of  January,  1877. 
His  mother  died  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1870.  George  W.  Comp- 
ton was  a  man  of  great  industry  and  of  superior  business  manage- 
nieut.  Ill  his  youth  he  had  enjoyed  but  scanty  educational  advan- 
tages, but  possessed  good  uatuial  abilities,  and  was  known  as  a 
slirewd  and  successful  trader.  He  had  no  ambition  for  public  life, 
and  was  better  suited  for  the  plain  career  of  a  quiet  farmer.  He 
was  moral  and  temperate  in  his  habits,  and  was  respected  by  every- 
body who  knew  him  for  his  many  good  qualities  as  a  neighbor  and 
a  citizen.  He  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  In 
his  politics  he  was  a  republican,  and  had  been  a  member  of  tliat 
party  from  its  first  organization.  He  accumulated  considerable 
property. 

Elisha  Compton  was  married  on  the  1st  day  of  November,  1860, 
to  Miss  Ardenia  Ann  Teasley.  This  marriage  took  place  at  Green- 
ville, Bond  county.  Mrs.  Compton  was  born  in  Bond  county, 
October  30,  1841.  Her  father,  William  Teasley,  was  from  Ken- 
tuckv,  and  came  to  Illinois  about  the  year  1836,  at  the  age  of 
twentv-one.     Her  mother's  name  before  marriage  was  JIartha  Ann 
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Jilt.  Aftri-  Ills  mnn-iatre  lOlisha  C'cmiptnii  began  fai-iiiing  t')r  liiiii- 
Hc'lC,  ami  a  iM.iiplc  nf  yi-ars  afUrward  iii(iv((l  (Wi  the  place  where  lie 
iKiw  lives.  ]Ie  (iwiis  ISO  aires  (if  lainl.  The  names  of  his  chihlrun 
are:  Martha  A.,  William  ( i.,  :Mary  A,  Liiitisha  B.,  Henry  C, 
Alfarata,  and  Allurt.  In  his  jiolities  he  has  ahvaj-s  been  a  member 
of  the  repuhliean  party,  ami  his  first  vote  for  president  was  cast  for 
Aliraliani  I>ineoln,  at  his  first  election  in  I860.  Although  he  has 
been  an  earnest  repnbliean,  and  on  general  issues  has  supported  the 
candidates  of  that  party,  yet  in  local  elections  and  in  choosing 
township  officers,  he  has  always  felt  himself  free  to  vote  for  the  best 
man  for  the  position  without  regard  to  his  political  proclivities. 
He  was  elected  justice  of  the  jjeace  in  1S7.S.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  As  one  of  the  n'presentative  citizens  of 
Greenwood  township  and  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  this  part  of  the 
county,  liis  name  deserves  a  [ilace  in  this  work. 


WESLEY   SIMIV;oX. 

Wesley  Simtsun  was   born  in  Harrison   county,  Ohio,  on  tin 
9th   of  Januarv,    1.S31.     His    father,   Alexander  Simpson,   was   : 


native  of  Huntingdnu  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  six  years  old 
when  the  family  moved  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  the  Ohio  river  at 
the  mouth  of  .Short  Creek.  Mr.  Simpson's  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Eliza  Evans;  she  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  America 
with  an  older  married  sister  when  she  was  sixteen.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  the  third  of  a  family  often  children,  of  whom  seven 
were  boys  and  three  girls.  He  was  raised  in  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  and  in  the  spring  of  1852,  soon  after  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  came  to  this  State.  He  first  located  in  Pike  county,  and 
part  of  the  time  was  engaged  in  farming  and  part  of  the  time  was  a 
clerk  in  a  store  at  Perry.  His  first  marriage  occurred  in  Tuscar- 
awas county,  Ohio,  to  Sarah  J.  Cheney.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he 
settled  in  Christian  county,  on  a  tract  of  lilt)  acres  of  land,  in  sec- 
tion twelve  of  Greenwood  township,  which  he  i)urchased  from  the 
Illinois  Central  liailroad  Company.  A  view  of  his  farm  is  shown 
on  another  page.  The  death  of  his  first  wife  took  place  on  the  30th 
of  May,  1873.  His  second  marriage  was  on  the  6th  of  December, 
1877,  to  Martha  S.  Cheney,  who  was  born  in  the  city  of  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  In  politics  he  has  alwaj's  been  a  republican,  and  is  one 
of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  southern  jiart  of  the  county. 


PRAIRIETON    TOWNSHIP. 


'  Ills  t  iwn.ship,  as  organized,  is  located  in  the  north-east 
corner  of  the  county.  It  is  forme<l  from  the  south  half 
of  township  fourteen,  and  the  north  half  of  township 
thirteen  north,  range  one  east  of  3d  principal  meridian. 
For  civil  purposes  it  was  attached,  and  formed  a  part  of  Ston- 
ington  Precinct.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  Macon 
ounty,  south  by  Assumption,  west  by  May  and  Stonington  town- 
ships. The  government  surveys  were  made  by  AVilliara  S  Ham- 
ilton, U.  S.  Surveyor,  in  the  summer  of  1821.  At  that  jieriod 
the  region  round  about  was  one  vast  wilderness.  Clad  in  nature's 
garb,  no  marks  of  civilization  were  to  be  seen  on  the  linings  of  its 
timbered  streams,  or  on  its  extended  prairies,  over  which  the  deer 
and  wolf  gamboled  with  all  the  freedom  of  their  native  wildness. 
But  as  soon  as  the  government  permitted,  emigration  was  on  the  move, 
and  almost  before  the  footprints  of  the  Indian  were  washed  from  the 
.soil,  the  tracks  of  the  white  man  were  made  ;  and  then  the  "  prairie 
ship,"  (the  covered  wagons)  were  seen  traveling  over  the  beautiful 
prairies.  This  was  the  pa.st ;  but  at  the  present  time,  instead  of  the 
buffalo,  the  deer  and  the  wolf,  its  plains  are  covered  with  herds  of 
cattle,  flocks  of  sheej),  and  large  numbers  of  swine.  At  first,  the 
spot  selected  by  tlie  pioneer  was  not  always  such  as  was  sought  by 
those  coming  at  a  later  date  ;  convenience  to  wood  and  water  was 
taken  into  consideration,  and  the  edge  of  some  grove  or  timber  on 
the  Flat  Brunch  was  the  location  generally  selected  by  the  early 
emigrant.  For  years  after  the  adventurous  pioneers  entered  the 
beautiful  gi-ovesaud  woodlands  of  Prairieton,  the  prairies  remained 


in  their  native  garb.  But  now,  instead  of  one  vast  inland  sea  of 
prairie,  it  is  all  fenced  into  large  and  small  enclosures,  and 
dotted  over  with  farm  buildings  and  school  houses.  Among  the 
]iioneer  settlers  were  Aaron  McKenzie,  John  BIcKenzie,  George 
Jacobs,  Sr.,  who  came  in  1838,  the  father  of  George  W.  Jacobs ; 
Michael  Schneider  also  came  in  1838  ;  Samuel  McKenzie,  Jacob 
Trauber,  ftlartin  Stumbaugb,  Elijah  B.  Hymer,  John  H.  Belyeu, 
Daniel  B.  Hymer,  Ellington  Adams,  came  in  1836.  Pious  Durbin, 
David  Simons,  Andrew  Simons,  Washington  Crooks,  Samuel  Wy- 
dick,  Henry  Porter,  James  Strain,  Frederick  Hammer,  in  1837. 
John  Young,  Job  B.  Davis,  Thomas  C.  Skiff,  and  R.  R.  Adams,  in 
1835.  The.se  people  had  no  postal  fiicilities  for  years  after  they 
settled  here,  but  had  to  go  to  Decatur  for  all  mail  matter.  The 
postage  on  a  letter  was  25  cents.  Afterwards,  it  was  reduced  to  121 
cents.  Envelopes  were  not  used  ;  but  they  folded  the  letter  sheet 
like  to  a  "  thumb-paper,"  and  sealed  it  with  a  red  wafer.  A  whole 
sheet  constituted  a  single  letter,  but  if  the  same  sheet  should  be  cut 
into  pieces  it  made  it  double,  and  postage  was  charged  accordingly. 

John  Young,  and  his  son-in-law.  Job  B.  Davis,  made  the  first  tan 
yard  ;  it  was  located  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  this  township.  This 
was  a  much  needed  enterprise  for  the  country  in  that  early  day.  It 
enabled  the  old  settlers  to  procure  their  leather  on  a  cheap  basis — 
and  for  years  it  was  the  custom  of  each  family  to  do  their  own  slit  e- 
making  and  repairing. 

The  settlers  in  the  early  days  were  greatly  inconvenienced  for  want 
of  milling  facilities.     They  had  to  go  to  Shelbyville,  Spangler's  Mill, 
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near  Decatur,  or  Archies'  Jlill  on  the  North  Fork.  There  was  a 
"horse-mill"  below  where  Elliugtou  Adams  settled,  owned  by 
Aaron  McKenzie,  which  was  a  neighborhood  convenience  to  some 
extent.  It  was  a  very  crude  affair,  and  consumed  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  feed  it  by  hand.  The  capacity  for  grinding,  when  run  at 
full  power,  was  calculated  to  be  about  one  bushel  and  three  pecks 
per  day.  The  patrons  used  it  day  ai)out,  in  turns,  or  rather  night 
about,  for  they  ground  mostly  at  night. 

Drainage. — Prairieton  is  well  watered  by  the  1-^lat  Braneli 
and  its  tributaries.  It  enters  the  township  in  the  north-eastern 
corner,  and  runs  in  a  south  and  westerly  direction  through  the 
township,  leaving  it  on  Sec.  6,  13-1  ea.st.  The  principal  fork  of 
this  stream  heads  in  the  Grand  Prairie,  near  Assumption,  and  runs 
in  a  northerly  direction  for  about  ten  miles — and  empties  into  the 
Flat  Branch  on  Sec.  3.5.  A.  D.  Xorthcutt,  a  pioneer  settler  of  the 
county,  located  in  this  township  in  18.^1.  At  first  he  lived  ou  the 
old  Hammer  homestead,  but  now  resides  in  the  north-east  corner  of 
the  township.  He  is  one  of  the  large  farmers  of  the  township,  and 
is  also  a  preacher  of  the  Christian  denomination. 

On  the  adoption  of  township  organization  in  1866,  this  territory, 
for  the  first  time  in  its  history,  assumed  a  regularly  organized  form. 
It  embraced  the  south  half  of  township  1 4-1  E.  and  the  north 
half  of  township  13-1  E.  embracing  36  square  miles  or  23,040 
acres.  The  soil  is  rich,  and  is  one  of  the  best  corn  and  wheat 
growing  and  grazing  districts  in  the  county.  At  the  first  election, 
held  in  April,  1866,  W.  M.  Eaton  was  elected  supervisor  aud  B.  M. 
Burdickju.stice  of  the  peace.  The  other  justice,  John  D.  Brown, 
held  over. 

The  Illinois  Central  Railroad  passes  through  the  south-east  cor- 
ner of  this  township.  That,  with  the  Wabash  road,  affords  shipping 
and  traveling  facilities  for  the  residents  of  this  section  of  the  county. 

The  following  are  the  first  lauds  entered  as  shown  on  the  records  : 
T.  14  N.,  R.  1  E.— March  29,  1836,  Daniel  Wydick,  N.  E.  1  S. 
W.  i  Sec.  3.5,  40  acres;  John  McKenzie  S.  W.  i,  N.  E.  \  Sec.  31, 
40  acres  ;  Aaron  McKenzie  S.  5  N.  W.  }  Sec.  27,  80  acres  ;  and  E.  '• 

5.  W.  \  Sec.  27,  80  acres,  all  on  the  same  date.  T.  13  X.  R.  1 
E.     March  29,  1836,  Henry  McKenzie,  N.  I  (Lot  1)   N.  W.  Sec. 

6,  40  acres ;  same  date  John  McKenzie,  X.  E.  »  X.  E.  }  Sec.  6, 
40  acres.  July  4,  1836,  Richard  F.  Barrett,  entered  four  or  five 
hundred  acres  in  Sections  6  and  7. 

The  folhjwing  is  a  list  of  Township  officers  since  organization  : 
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SiipervUors. — William  M.  P^aton,  elected  1866  ;  A.  D.  Xorthcutt. 
1867;  Jo.seph  Adams,  1868,  and  re-elected  in  1869;  A.  D.  Xorth- 
cutt, 1870;  Geo.  F.  Rice,  1871  ;  A.  D.  Xorthcutt,  1872,  and  re- 
elected 1873  ;  C.  D.  Burdick,  1874  ;  E.  S.  Valentine,  1875,  and  re- 
elected 1876  ;  Joseph  Adams  1877,  and  by  re-elections  has  held  the 
office  ever  since. 

Assessors. — A.  T.  Catherwood,  1S7(;  ;  C.  T.  Cliai)inan,  1877  ;  J. 
H.  McGrath,  1878  ;  R.  R.  Gordon,  C.  T.  Chapman,  1880. 

CoWec/ors.— Dudley  J.  Watson,  elected  1866;  J.  B.  Gordon, 
1S67  ;  Bishop  A.  Wash,  1868  ;  J.  B.  Gordon,  1869,  re-elected  1870 
and  '71  ;  Isaac  Bilyeu,  1S72;  J.  H.  Bilyeu,  1873,  re-elected  1874; 
G.  W.  Adams,  1875  ;  J.  H.  Bilyeu,  1876,  re-elected  1877  ;  P.  A. 
Palmer,  1878  ;   Wm.  Wydick,  1879,  re-elected  1880. 

Town.  Clerk.— Q.  F.  Wetzel,  1876,  re-elected  until  1880. 

Coinmksloncrsof  llirjhiciujs. — 11.  B.  Hurd,  1876;  George  Bilyeu, 
77;  Alfred  Breggs  77;  R.  A.  Radford.  1877;  E.  S.  Valentine, 
1878  ;  George   Bilyeu,  1.S79.     Michael   Workman,  1880. 

Constables. — William  Robinson,  elected  in  1873  ;  William  C. 
Mauzy,  1874;  S.  M.  Workman,  1877:  William  Roliinson,  re- 
elected 1877  ;  J.  M.  Jacobs,  1878. 

Justices  of  the  Pt'occ. — B.  M.  Burdick  and  Wm.  P.  Mauzy,  elected 
in  1866;  Dudley  G.  Wat.son,  66;  Bishop  A.  Wash,  70;  Hawley  L. 
Reaus,  70 ;  H.  L.  Reans,  re-elected  73 ;  Wm.  L.  Cohenour  and 
Peter  A.  Palmer,  73  ;  Edward  S.  Valentine,  74:  P.  A.  Palmer  and 
J.  M.  Brown,  77. 

Among  the  older  settlers  of  Christian  county,  now  residing  in 
Prairieton,  may  be  mentioned  the  following — we  also  give  the  date 
when  the}'  came  to  the  county.  Joseph  Adams,  a  Kentuckian  by 
birth,  and  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock  raisers  in  the  town- 
■ship,  settled  in  the  county  in  1837  ;  his  wife,  Xancy  M.  Wydick,  is 
a  native  of  Macon  county,  111.,  and  came  to  Christian  couuty  in 
1833.  The  venerable  Elder  A.  D.  Xorthcutt  is  al.*o  among  the 
early  and  prominent  settlers  of  the  township ;  he  is  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  settled  in  the  county  in  1837.  His  wife,  Mary  J.  Ham- 
mer, is  al.so  a  native  of  the  same  state,  and  came  to  the  county  in 
1837.  Among  the  more  recent  settlers  may  be  mentioned  R.  R. 
Gordon,  also  a  Kentuckian,  who  came  in  1856 ;  Michael  Work- 
man, in  55 ;  E.  G.  Coonrod,  in  1861 ;  Edward  S.  Valentine,  in  73  ; 
Theodore  F.  Malhoit,  in  57  ;  John  Plain,  also  a  Kentuckian,  came 
here  in  1855.  Prairieton  ranks  among  the  wealthy  and  well- 
improved  townships  of  the  county. 
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The  gentleman,  whose  portrait  heads  this  sketch,  is  one  of  the 
old  settlers  of  Prairieton  township,  and  a  native  of  Kentucky.  He 
has  been  living  in  Christian,  county  since  1837.  He  is  descended 
from  a  family  of  English  origin,  who  settled  in  Virginia  at  an  early 
date.  His  grandfather  on  his  father's  side  emigrated  from  Virginia 
to  Kentucky  at  au  early  period.  Plis  father,  Ellington  Adams,  was 
born  in  Montgomery  county,  in  the  year  1804,  was  raised  in 
the  same  part  of  the  state,  and  died  when  he  was  at  an 
early  age.  He  married,  in  Montgomery  county,  Kentucky,  I'^liza- 
beth  Gorden,  wlio  was  also  a  native  of  Montgomery  county,  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  year  1809.  Her  father's  name  was  Randel  Gorden, 
•who  was  a  native  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  moved  to  Kentucky 
in  the  year  1791,  and  settled  in  Montgomery  county.  When  he 
made  his  home  in  Kentucky  it  was  then  wild  and  unsettled,  and 
the  pioneers  experienced  considerable  difficulty  with  the  Indians, 
■who  were  yet  numerous  throughout  the  country.  The  settlers  were 
only  able  to  form  a  little  ground  in  the  near  neighborhood  of  a  fort, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  carry  their  guns  with  them  when  they  did 
their  plowing  to  guard  against  the  Indian  attacks.  When  Jlr. 
Adams  re-visited  Kentucky  he  saw  on  the  old  farm  of  his  grand- 
father six  Indian  graves  still  preserved,  where  were  buried  six  In- 
dians whom  members  of  the  family  killed  while  resisting  their  at- 
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tacks  in  the  first  years  of  their  settlement.  Mr.  Adams'  grandfather 
died  on  the  same  farm  on  which  he  settled  on  first  moving  to  Ken- 
tucky. Mr.  Adams'  fother  lived  in  Kentucky  until  1834,  and  then 
moved  to  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  and  went  to  farming  on  Lick 
Creek,  "eleven  miles  south-west  of  Springfield.  He  lived  in  Sanga- 
mon county  three  years,  and  then  came  to  Christian  county  and 
settled  in  a  grove  about  a  mile  north  of  the  timber  in  Prairieton 
township.  The  grove  was  known  subsequently  as  "Adams'  Grove." 
He  lived  there  until  his  death  ^in  February,  1876.  Ellington 
Adams  was  a  man  who  came  to  Illinois  with  but  scanty  means,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  had  accumulated  a  sufficient  competence  to 
thoroughly  provide  against  all  the  wants  of  life.  He  owned  seven 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  man 
of  considerable  industry  and  economy,  and  had  been  a  good  citizen 
of  the  county.  His  w'idow  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  He 
had  ten  children,  of  whom  four  are  now  dead;  six  are  living,  all 
of  whom  reside  in  Christian  county  with  the  exception  of  one  who 
lives  over  the  line  in  Shelby. 

Joseph  Adams  was  born  in  Jlontgomery  county,  Kentucky,  on 
Red  River,  January  17th,  1833.  He  was  one  year  old  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  family  to  this  state,  and  about  four  years  of  age  when 
they  came  to  Christian  county.     He  has  consequently  been  prin- 
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cipally  raised  in  this  county,  in  tiie  vicinity  of  where  he  now  lives. 
The  schools  of  that  time  were  of  rather  an  inferior  character,  and 
the  school  he  attended  was  three  miles  away  and  held  in  a  little  log 
house,  with  puncheon  floors,  and  slabs  for  benches.  With  such  ad- 
vantages as  these  Mr.  Adams  managed  to  secure  the  foundation  fur 
a  good  education.  He  afterwards  attended  school  one  year  in  Mt. 
Sterling,  Montgomery  county,  Kentucky.  During  Mr.  Adams' 
younger  days  railroads,  of  course,  were  not  in  existence,  and  St. 
Louis  was  their  only  market,  and,  when  eleven  years  old,  Mr. 
Adams  was  pressed  into  service  to  assist  in  driving  the  hogs  to  St. 
Louis ;  and  this  was  kept  up  every  year  until  the  building  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Kailroad  in  1854.  It  required  from  seven  tn 
twenty  days  to  drive  the  hogs  to  St.  Louis,  and  on  their  return  trip 
they  brought  back  a  full  stock  of  groceries  and  store  goods  for  use 
until  the  next  trip.  Mr.  Adams  lived  at  home  until  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  June  9th,  1856,  to  Nancy  Widick,  who  was  born  in 
Macon  county,  near  the  Christian  county  line,  and  daughter  of 
Samuel  Widick,  who  was  from  Pennsylvania,  and  settled  in  Macon 
county  at  an  early  date.  He  bad  been  a  soldier  iu  the  war  of  1S12, 
and  served  in  the  North-western  campaign  against  the  Indians.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  he  iusisted  on  going 
into  the  armv,  although  he  was  then  a  very  old  man.  He  enlisted 
in  Company  G,  41st  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  served  for 
two  years,  enduring  the  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life  with  compara- 
tive ease.  After  two  years'  .service  he  was  taken  sick,  and  died  in 
the  hospital  at  St.  Louis  in  1864.  In  1856  Mr.  Adams  moved  on 
the  tract  of  land  which  now  comprises  his  present  farm  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Prairieton  township.  He  has  been  farming  there 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  and  has  been  engaged  to  a  consider- 
able extent  iu  feeding  sto3k,  and  in  former  years  in  raising  fine  hogs. 
He  is  the  owner  of  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  Mr. 
Adams  is  a  man  of  considerable  energy  and  business  capacity,  and 
one  who  has  made  his  own  way  through  life  principally  by 
his  own  efforts.  He  has  had  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
living:  George  W.,  John  Wheeler,  Florence,  Ira,  Jesse,  Eva,  Eliza- 
beth, Anna  May.  Three  children  died  in  infancy,  and  a  daughter, 
who  married  John  !Myers,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  In  his 
politics  Mr.  Adams  has  always  been  a  member  of  the  democratic 
party,  to  whose  principles  he  has  closely  adhered.  His  first  vote 
for  president  was  cast  for  Douglas  in  1860.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  business  largely,  and  his  time  has  been  so  taken  up  that  he  has  had 
no  opportunity  to  take  any  active  part  in  politics.  He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  board  of  supervi.sors  for  Prairieton  township  in 
1867,  and  served  four  years.  He  was  elected  again  iu  1870,  and 
has  filled  that  position  to  the  present  time.  On  another  page  we 
give  an  elegant  view  of  his  farm  and  residence. 


EDMUND   G.  COONKOD. 

In  making  mention  of  many  of  the  leading  farmers  and  repre- 
sentative men  of  Christian  county,  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
include  the  name  of  Edmund  G.  Coonrod.  He  was  born  in  Greene 
county,  Illinois,  Sept.  5,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Caudis 
Coonrod.  As  the  name  implies  the  family  is  of  German  ancestry. 
Stephen  Coonrod  was  a  native  of  Grayson  county,  Ky.  The  fiither 
of  Stephen  was  also  a  native  of  the  United  States,  and  spoke  Ger- 
man fluently.  At  an  early  day  he  settled  in  Kentucky,  where  he 
married.  He  subsequently  moved  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Greene 
county,  in  1830,  where  he  resided  until  his  death.  Stephen  Coon- 
rod married  Miss  Caudis  Lee  while  living  in  Kentucky,  and  soon 
after  his  marriage  settled  in  Wayne  county.  111.,  and  subsequently 
removed  to  Greene  county.  Ills.  A  few  years  prior  to  his  father's 
arrival  in  that  county,  he  improved  a  farm  west  of  Carrollton.    He 


was  one  of  the  pioneer  preachers  of  the  Baptist  church  in  that  part 
of  the  state.  In  the  history  of  Macoupin  county.  Ills.,  it  is  stated 
that  the  Rev.  Stephen  Coonrod  preached  the  first  sermon  to  the 
pioneers  of  Scottville  in  that  county.  He  organized  a  small  church 
in  the  south  part  of  the  township,  holding  his  meetings  occasionally 
at  the  residences  of  the  first  settlers.  He  died  iu  the  winter  of  1874 
or  '75,  on  the  farm  he  had  improved,  and  where  he  had  resided  for 
nearly  half  a  centur}'.  Stephen  Coonrod  had  a  family  of  tea 
children,  six  boys  and  four  girls,  of  whom  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
is  the  sixth.  Edmund  G.  lived  at  home  with  his  father  until  he 
was  twenty-nine  years  of  age.  During  his  minority  he  attended 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On  the  7th  of  February, 
1861,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Doyle,  of  Greene  county,  Ills. 
Mr.  Doyle  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  above  county. 
Mr.  Coonrod  and  wife  have  been  blessed  with  a  family  of  four 
children,  viz  :  Edmund  D.,  Orson  P.,  Rena  B.  and  Marv  A.  Mr. 
C.  immediately  after  his  marriage,  in  1861,  settled  in  Christian 
county,  where  he  now  resides,  on  the  land  which  he  had  previously 
entered  and  made  some  improvements  as  earlv  as  1857.  His  farm 
now  comprises  320  acres,  well  improved,  with  good,  substantial 
buildings,  a  view  of  which  can  be  seen  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
In  pulitics  he  is  a  democrat. 


JOHN  PLAIN. 
Mk.  Plain,  who  is  now  farming  in  Prairieton  township,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  and  was  born  in  Muhlenburgh  county  of  that 
state,  December  1st,  1821,  the  third  of  four  children  of  David  Plain 
and  his  wife  Sarah,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ginch.  His  father 
came  to  Kentucky  from  Virginia,  and  was  born  in  the  state  of  In- 
diana. Mr.  Plain  lived  in  the  state  of  Kentucky  till  he  was  seven 
years  old,  and  then  his  father  moved  all  the  family  to  Illinois,  and 
settled  in  Morgan  county  four  miles  north  of  Jacksonville.  After 
living  there  two  years  the  family  moved  from  Morgan  county  to 
Macoupin  in  the  winter  of  1830-31.  The)-  were  overtaken  by  the 
deep  snow  on  Apple  creek,  and  were  compelled  to  remain  all  winter 
in  a  log  house  which  had  only  one  room  about  14  feet  square,  with  a 
rude  chimney  built  of  sticks  and  clay.  Ten  persons  occupied  the 
room  a  greater  part  of  the  winter.  The  snow  was  so  deep  it  was  im- 
possible to  get  a  team  out,  and  the  wood  to  burn  was  packed  on 
their  backs  as  well  as  their  corn  and  provisions.  As  soon  as  they 
could  start  they  made  their  way  across  the  prairies,  which  were 
covered  with  water,  to  Shaw's  Point,  eight  miles  east  of  Carlinville, 
where  ^Ir.  Plain  was  raised.  His  father  died  there.  Mr.  Plain 
married,  in  Macoupin  county,  Mary  Ann  Workman,  a  native  of 
Kentucky.  In  1848  he  moved  to  Sangamon  county  on  Lick 
creek,  and  was  farming  there  till  1852,  and  then  came  to  Chris- 
tian county  and  settled  on  the  Flat  Branch  in  Prairieton 
township;  in  1853  he  moved  over  the  line  into  Shelby  county,  and 
lived  in  that  county  till  1863,  and  then  came  back  to  Prairieton 
township  in  Chri.stiau  county,  and  lived  there  till,the  fall  of  1S65, 
and  then  moved  to  Maryland,  but  returned  the  same  fall  to 
Prairieton  township.  In  1870  he  again  moved  to  Maryland, 
and  made  one  crop  in  St.  Clair  county,  but  came  back  to 
Illinois  the  same  year,  and  settled  on  the  place  where  he  now 
lives,  section  13,  T.  13,  R.  1  E.  His  first  wife  died  October  17, 1866. 
His  second  marriage  occurred  August  21, 1867,  to  Nancy  M.Teeple, 
who  was  born  in  the  state  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Plain  had  eleven 
children  by  his  first  wife,  of  whom  eight  are  living,  and  five  by  his 
second  wife,  of  whom  two  are  living.  In  politics  he  has  been  a 
democrat,  though  on  local  elections,  etc.,  he  has  sometimes  voted 
for  the  best  man  for  office.  Mr.  Plain  has  now  lived  fifty-two  years 
in  Illinois,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  the  state. 
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AllONii  tilt  old  si.-ttlfr.s  (if  this  couuty  umu:  better  deserve  men- 
tion in  this  work  th;in  Jlichael  Sclmeider,  of  Prairieton  township. 
He  was  born  in  October,  1812.  His  birth-place  was  at  Hoh-eined, 
about  eighteen  English  miles  distant  south-east  from  Zweibrucken, 
in  Rhine-Bavaria,  Germany.  Hiih-eined  was  about  fifteen  miles 
from  the  French  border.  Ilis  fluher  was  also  named  Michael 
Schneider,  and  his  mother's  maiden  nanu'  was  Mary  Sehaeffier. 
His  mother  died  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  six  years  of 
age.  About  the  year  1821,  his  father  came  to  America,  and  after 
four  years  sent  back  for  his  children  to  come  over.  Michael  was 
then  thirteen  years  old.  He  came  over  to  America  in  a  sailing 
vessel,  accompanied  only  by  a  sister  two  years  older  than  himself. 
It  required  eighty  days  to  make  the  passage  across  the  ocean.  This 
was  in  the  year  182-5.  Landing  in  New  York,  he  went  to  Bethle- 
hem, Pennsylvania,  where  his  father  had  made  his  home  in  this 
country.  After  residing  two  years  at  Bethlehem  the  family  removed 
to  Cincinnati.  While  living  in  Cincinnati  he  married  Margaret 
Kautz,  who  was  born  at  the  village  of  Ispringen,  within  three  miles 
of  Ptorzheim,  in  Baden,  Germany,  (in  the  21st  of  IMarch,  1811- 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Christojiher  Kautz  and  Catharine  Lichten- 
barger.  Her  father  died  when  she  was  about  fifteen.  Her  mother 
emigrated  with  the  family  to  America  in  the  year  1828,  when  Mrs. 
Schneider  was  in  her  eighteenth  year.  From  New  York,  where 
her  mother  landed  with  the  family,  they  went  to  Baltimore,  and 
after  a  residence  in  that  city  of  ten  months  proceeded  to  Cincinnati. 
Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Schneider  were  married  on  the  11th  of  November, 
1833. 

He  was  employed  while  at  Cincinnati,  in  the  pork  house  of 
Andrew  Heredis,  who  subsequently  moved  to  Sangamon  county  in 
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this  state,  and  engaged  largely  in  farming  and  the  milling  business. 
Mr.  Schneider  was  induced  by  him  to  come  to  Illinois.  He  and  his 
wife  embarked  in  a  boat  down  the  Ohio  river.  On  account  of  the 
Mississippi  being  frozen,  they  made  a  stop  of  a  few  days  at  Paducah, 
Kentucky,  and  as  soon  as  the  river  was  free  from  ice  ascended  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Illinois  to  Beardstown,  and  from  there  made 
their  way  to  Sangamon  county.  He  settled  on  Lick  creek,  twelve 
miles  south-west  of  Springfield. 

In  the  year  1837,  he  removed  to  his  [iresent  location  in  this 
county.  Christian  county  had  not  at  that  time  been  organized,  and 
the  place  where  he  settled  was  in  the  county  of  Shelby.  The  old 
pioneers  thought  generally  that  he  had  made  a  bad  location.  It 
was  commonly  believed  that  the  "  milk-sickness  "  prevailed  in  that 
locality,  and  his  few  neighbors  thought  he  would  soon  be  obliged  to 
remove  to  another  place.  There  were  few  settlements  then  in  the 
neighborhood.  A  few  improvements  had  been  made  along  the 
timber,  but  the  prairie  was  all  wild  and  uncultivated,  and  over  it 
roamed  wolves,  deer,  and  other  wild  animals  in  large  numbers.  He 
would  have  been  considered  a  rash  prophet  who  would  have  ven- 
tured to  predict  the  development  of  this  wilderness  into  the  rich  and 
prosperous  agricultural  country  which  now  greets  the  traveler's  eye. 
The  nearest  market  for  hogs  was  in  St.  Louis,  about  a  hundred 
miles  away  It  usually  required  eleven  or  twelve  days  to  make 
the  trip.  The  most  of  their  groceries  and  provisions  were  also  ob- 
tained in  St.  Louis.  He  freijuently  hauled  wheat  to  St.  Louis, 
obtaining  for  it  only  thirty  cents  a  bushel. 

Mr.  Schneider  came  to  thisstate  without  any  means.  On  reaching 
Illinois  his  cash  capital  amounted  only  to  eight  dollars.  It  required 
hard  work  to  get  ahead.      The  first  ten  dollars  he  earned  after 
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coming  to  Saugamon  county,  was  by  making  brick  at  Springfielil, 
tramping  the  mud  with  his  feet.  He  hauled  the  rock  for  the  first 
culvert  built  on  the  railroad  between  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia — 
the  first  railroad  constructed  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  By  selling  a 
horse  and  part  of  his  scanty  household  furniture  he  managed  to 
increase  the  amount  thus  earned  to  cue  huudred  dollars,  with  which 
he  entered  the  eighty  acres  where  he  now  resides.  After  cimiing  to 
this  county  he  hauled  part  of  the  rock  used  in  the  construction  of 
the  first  State-house  at  Springfield.  After  getting  his  farm  in  good 
shape  he  bought  cattle  at  Belleville  for  feeding  purposes,  an  experi- 
ment which  at  that  time  people  considered  would  not  prove  profit- 
able. He  was  accustomed  to  hard  work.  Although  his  education 
was  deficient  he  jjossessed  good  business  capacity  and  had  good 
judgment  about  stock.  For  a  considerable  number  of  years  in 
partnership  with  men  named  Ketcham  and  Middleton,  he  bought 
stock,  and  by  careful  attention  to  business  and  persevering  industry, 
he  managed  to  better  his  condition  and  finally  to  accumulate  con- 
siderable property.  He  has  owned  large  tracts  of  land,  part  of 
which  he  has  divided  up  among  his  children.  He  still  has  about  a 
thousand  acres  lying  in  one  body  in  sections  twentv-five  and  thirtv- 
six,  Prairieton  township. 

The  children  of  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schneider  have  been  eight  in  num- 
ber. They  have  anglicized  the  family  name  so  as  to  read  Snvder, 
according  to  the  P^nglish  spelling.  The  oldest  son,  Michael  Snyder, 
was  born  on  the  2od  of  October,  1834,  and  is  now  farming  in  Shelby 
countVi  near  Moweaqua.  Christopher  F.  Snyder,  tlie  next  son,  was 
born  on  the  29th  of  October,  1836 ;  in  the  spring  of  1880  he  re- 
moved to  Kansas.  Margaret,  the  oldest  daughter,  was  born  on  the 
1st  of  September,  1839,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Tom  C.  Pointing,  of 
May  townshij),  one  of  the  prominent  stock  men  of  the  county. 
William  J.  Snyder  was  born  on  the  28th  of  May,  1842,  and  is  now 
farming  in  Shelby  county.  Valentine  Snyder  was  born  on  the  28tli 
of  October,  1844,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  carried  on  the  bank- 
ing business  at  ^loweaqua.  Peter  Snyder,  was  born  October  20, 
1847,  and  died  in  October,  1848.  Adam  Synder  was  born  on  the 
10th  of  Januar}',  1850,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Prairieton 
township.  Mary  Caroline  Snyder  was  born  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1853,  and  married  James  Gregory,  a  merchant  of  Moweaqua. 
Christopher  and  William  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the 
war  of  the  rebellion.  Christopher  enlisted  in  the  41st  Illinois  regi- 
ment, and  served  over  three  years ;  William  enlisted  in  the  116th 
Illinois  regiment,  and  was  discharged  by  reason  of  disability.  Re- 
gaining his  health  he  enlisted  in  the  navy. 

In  his  political  principles  Mr.  Schneider  was  formerly  a  member 
of  the  old  whig  party.  When  a  young  man  he  had  a  sincere 
admiration  for  Henry  Clay,  the  great  statesman  and  favored  sou  of 
Kentucky.  He  was  a  whig  as  long  as  that  party  lasted,  and  became 
a  member  of  the  republican  party  on  its  organization,  voting  for 
Fremont,  the  first  candidate  for  the  presidency  presented  by  the 
republicans  for  the  sufl'ragcs  of  the  people. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Schneider  may  well  be  presented  to  the  readers 
of  this  work  and  to  the  rising  generation,  as  a  man  who  has  been 
successful  by  dint  of  his  own  industry,  and  whose  success  has  not 
been  tarnished  by  anj'  su.?picion  of  dishonor  or  unfair  dealing. 
From  a  small  beginning  he  managed  to  secure  a  comfortable  com- 
petence. In  their  old  age  he  and  his  wife  can  look  back  over  a 
well-spent  life,  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  long  years  of  successful  labor. 
Enterprise  and  liberality  are  conspicuous  traits  of  Mr.  Schneider's 
character.  On  the  building  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  in  1854, 
he  donated  land  to  induce  the  company  to  locate  a  station  on  the 
site  of  the  present  town  of  Moweaqua.  This  town  was  laid  oft'  on 
his  land,  and  through  his  liberality  is  consequently  owing  the  fact 


that  the  prosperous  town  of  Moweaqua  has  its  present  existence. 
He  also  built  the  first  store-house  ever  erected  in  Moweaqua.  He 
has  been  careful  to  conduct  all  the  business  operations  in  which  he 
has  ever  been  engaged  on  a  basis  of  the  most  rigid  honor  and 
strictest  integrity.  He  is  one  of  the  few  men  of  large  business  deal- 
ings who  have  never  been  plaintiff  or  defendant  in  any  suit  in  court. 
He  has  gone  through  life  without  incurring  any  enmities,  univer- 
sally respected  by  those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 
He  was  raised  in  the  church.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a  Lutheran. 
He  afterward  became  connected  with  the  Presbyterians,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  a  Methodist.  In  early  times  his  house  was  the 
place  in  which  religious  services  were  held,  and  was  much  frequented 
by  traveling  Methodist  ministers,  to  whom  an  open  hospitality  was 
always  extended.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  contributors  to  the 
building  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Moweaqua,  and  also  assisted 
in  the  construction  of  the  Assumption  Methodist  Church.  He  be- 
gan his  career  with  the  belief  that  "  Honesty  is  the  best  ijolicv." 
and  his  life  well  illustrates  the  old  truth  that  the  most  lasting  suc- 
cess is  only  built  on  the  sure  foundation  of  honest  and  fair  dealing. 


MICHAEL  WORKMAN. 

Mr.  Workman  has  been  a  resident  of  Christian  county  since 
1S55.  The  family  is  of  German  descent.  Jacob  Workman,  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  a  resident  of  Mary- 
land before  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  moved  from  ^Maryland  to 
Kentucky  at  an  early  day,  and  settled  in  Bourbon  county,  where 
he  lived  until  his  death.  It  is  said  that  he  was  very  fond  of  hunt- 
ing, and  that  was  his  principal  occupation  from  the  fall  until  the 
spring.  David  Workman,  the  father  of  Michael  Workman,  was  a 
small  buy  when  the  family  moved  to  Kentucky.  He  afterwards 
moved  to  Overton  county,  Tennessee.  He  married  Lydia  Bilyeu, 
daughter  of  Peter  Bilyeu.  The  Bilyeu  family  was  of  French  de- 
scent, moved  from  New  Jersey  to  Kentucky,  and  from  that  state  to 
Tennessee.  His  marriage  probably  took  place  in  Kentucky.  David 
Workman  emigrated  from  Overton  county,  Tennessee,  to  Sangamon 
county,  Illinois,  about  1829.  They  settled  on  Lick  creek,  fifteen 
miles  south-west  of  Springfield.  !Mr.  Workman's  father  died  in 
Sangamon  county.  His  mother  followed  the  father  a  short  time 
afterward.  David  and  Lydia  Workman  were  the  parents  of  thir- 
teen children;  five  now  deceased;  three  are  now  living  in  Sangamon 
county,  three  in  Kansas,  one  in  Oregon,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  now  living  in  Prairieton  township.  Christian  county. 
Jlichael  Workman  was  born  on  Lick  creek,  December  5, 1831,  and 
raised  in  Sangamon  county.  The  schools  of  that  day  were  poor 
in  comparison  with  those  of  the  present.  The  families  were  mostly 
poor,  and  the  boys  growing  up  at  that  time  were  obliged  to  stay  at 
home  a  greater  part  of  the  year  and  work  on  the  farm.  What 
education  Mr.  Workman  received  was  obtained  in  a  log  school- 
house,  one  end  of  which  was  taken  up  with  the  fire-place,  with 
puncheon  floors,  and  split  logs  for  benches.  He  lived  at  home  until 
his  marriage,  which  occurred  October,  1851,  to  Julia  Ann  Bilyeu, 
oldest  daughter  of  John  H.  Bilyeu.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Work- 
man began  farming  for  himself.  He  lived  in  Sangamon  county 
until  Juh',  1855,  when  he  moved  to  Christian  county.  He  sold 
his  property  and  stock  in  Sangamon  county,  with  the  intention  of 
going  to  Kansas,  but,  instead,  bought  eighty  acres  in  township  13, 
range  1  east.  Christian  county,  which  now  comprises  part  of  his 
present  farm.  He  has  since  been  living  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
His  first  wife  died  January  12,  1859.  He  was  married  again  to 
Hannah  J.  Workman,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Belinda  Workman. 
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Mrs.  Workman  was  boni  in  Overton  county,  Tennessee.  Mr. 
Workman  lias  had  eleven  children— Nancy,  no\y  the  wife  of  Ste- 
plieii  Bilyeu,  Andrew,  farming  for  himself  in  Prairieton  township, 
David,  also  one  of  the  farmers  of  Prairieton  township,  John,  Lydia, 
now  the  wife  of  John  Wyckofi',  Francis  M.,  Peter,  Belinda,  Jacob, 
who  died  in  infancy,  Olive  J.  and  Joseph.  The  four  oldest  were 
children  hy  his  first  marriage.  Mr.  Workman  is  one  of  the  farmers 
of  Chrislian  cuuuty  who  has  made  his  way  in  the  world  by  his  own 
industry.  He  Ijegan  life  with  nothing  ou  which  t'l  rely  except  his 
own  energy.  By  dint  of  labur  by  the  day  in  ^^augamon  county, 
he  managed  to  accumulate  a  little  capital,  and  when  he  came  to 
Christian  county,  had  barely  enough  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of 
huid  in  the  Flat  Branch  timber  and  brush  in  Prairieton  township. 
By  good  management  and  hard  work,  he  has  managed  to  get  along 
in  the  world,  and  now  has  a  farm  composed  of  six  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  sections  4,  5,  8  and  9  of  Prairieton  township. 
Mr.  Workman  is  known  as  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of 
Prairieton  townsliip,  and  his  farm  is  among  the  best  stock  farms 
in  the  county. 

In  his  politics,  lie  was  a  member  of  the  old  Whig  party,  and  cast 
his  first  vote  for  president  for  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  in  1852.  When 
the  Whig  party  went  to  pieces  he  became  a  democrat,  and  has  since 
supported  the  principles  of  that  party.  He  is  a  man  who  attends 
closely  to  his  own  business  affairs,  and  is  favorably  known  in  his 
part  of  the  country  as  a  good  business  man  and  an  upright  citizen. 


WALTER  P.  JOHNSON 

Is  a  native  of  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  born  July  loth,  1830.  He 
is  the  sixth  of  a  fiimily  of  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  Benja- 
min J.  and  Elizabeth  C.  (Foote)  Johnson.  Benjamin  J.  Johnson 
was  a  native  of  London,  England,  and  on  arriving  at  the  age  of 
manhood  he  emigratatl  to  America,  and  settled  in  Guernsey  county, 
Ohio,  and  soon  after  married  Elizabeth  C'.  Foote,  who  was  a  native 
of  Ireland. 

In  November,  1849,  they  removed  to  Greene  county,  Illiuois,  and 
ficttled  about  eight  miles  east  of  CarroUton,  where  they  engaged 
in  farming. 

In  1859,  Mr.  Johnson  and  family  removed  to  Christian  county, 
and  settled  on  land  which  he  had  previously  purchased.  The 
homestead  farm  forms  a  part  of  the  large  farm  of  the  Johnson 
Brothers.  Mr.  Johnson  in  his  religious  belief  was  a  Quaker;  his 
wife  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England.  Mr.  Johnson  died 
at  his  residence,  January  9th,  1875.  His  widow  still  survives  him 
at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight  years  ;  now  residing  at  the  old 
homestead. 

Walter  P.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio  and*  this  state.  Ou  attaining  the 
age  of  thirty-three  he  married  ]\Iiss  Mary  Frances  Palmer,  daughter 
of  P.  A.  Palmer,  of  Christian  county,  Illinois.  This  marriage 
occurred  April  23d,  1859 — by  that  union  they  have  had  born  to 
them  two  sons.  Mr.  Joiinson  and  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  republican.. 

The  business  of  his  life  has  alwa3's  been  that  of  a  farmer,  in 
which  he  has  been  successful,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  among 
the  good  farms  of  this  county,  a  fine  lithographic  view  of  which 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


ISOM  ADAMS. 
This  gentleman,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Prairieton  township,  is 
a  native  of  Kentucky  and  was  born  in  Montgomery  county  of  *hat 


state,  February  21,  1831.  His  ancestors  were  early  residents  of 
the  state  of  Kentucky.  His  father,  Ellington  Adams,  was  born  in 
Kentucky  and  raised  there,  and  married  Elizabeth  Gorden,  born  in 
Montgomery  county,  Kentucky,  six  miles  from  Mt.  Sterling,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1810,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Kandal  Gorden, 
born  in  Virginia  in  the  year  1784,  and  came  to  Kentucky  in  1796, 
when  twelve  years  old,  and  settled  in  Clark  county,  and  lived 
there  until  his  marriage,  when  he  moved  to  Montgomery  county, 
where  he  died.  Isom  Adams  was  the  second  son  of  a  family  of  ten 
children ,  when  he  was  three  years  old  his  father  left  Kentucky  and 
moved  ti^  Illinois;  they  came  to  Sangamon  county  in  the  fall  of  1834 
and  settled  in  Loami,  southwest  of  Springfield  sixteen  miles,  where 
they  lived  until  1837,  and  then  moved  to  Christian  county,  where  his 
father,  Ellington  Adams,  lived  until  his  death.  Mr.  Adams' 
mother  still  survives,  and  is  now  living  in  the  old  place  where  the 
fannly  first  settled  on  coming  to  the  county;  at  the  time  of  their 
arrival  there  were  only  a  few  families  who  had  settled  on  the  Flat 
Branch  in  Prairieton  township.  The  country  was  inhabited  only 
along  the  tindier,  and  people  generally  thought  that  the  prairie 
would  never  be  cultivated.  The  family  located  about  a  mile  north 
of  the  Flat  Branch  timber  in  a  grove,  which  from  that  time  to  the 
present  has  been  called  '-Adams'  Grove."  As  the  country  settled  up 
schools  were  established.  The  schools  were  the  old-fashioned  sub- 
scription schools,  and  offered  few  advantages  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion in  comparison  with  the  present  time.  After  Mr.  Adams  got 
old  enough  to  derive  much  benefit  from  schooling,  he  was  obliged  to 
remain  at  home  and  help  improve  the  farm  ;  so  that  his  schooling 
embraced  onlv  a  short  period  in  the  winter  months.  He  lived  at 
home  until  his  first  marriage,  which  occurred  November  28,  1851, 
to  Elizabeth  .Jacobs,  who  was  born  in  Sangamon  county  and  raised 
mostly  on  the  Flat  Branch  in  Prairieton  township,  as  the 
Jacobs  were  early  settlers  in  Christian  county.  She  died  January 
29,  1854,  leaving  one  child,  Nancy  Isabelle.  After  his  marriage 
jMr.  Adams  went  to  fiirmiug  for  himself  His  second  marriage 
took  place  on  the  27th  of  April,  1859,  to  Lydia  Bilyeu.  She  was 
born  in  Sangamon  county,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John  H.  Bilyeu. 
The  Bilyeu  family  settled  on  the  Flat  Branch  in  Prairieton  township 
at  an  early  date.  The  family  were  from  Kentucky,  moved  from  tliere 
to  Tennessee,  and  from  there  to  Sangamon  cijunty,  where  they 
were  among  the  early  settlers.  Mr.  Adams'  grandfather,  Peter 
Bilyeu,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Sangamon  county.  Mr.  Adams 
moved  to  his  present  farm,  a  view  of  which  is  shown  on  another 
page,  in  1859.  This  farm  he  improved  himself;  he  owns  four  hun- 
dred acres  in  Prairieton  townsliip.  !Mr.  Adams  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative and  substantial  farmers  in  the  township,  and  a  man  who 
has  attended  closely  to  his  own  business  affairs  and  has  participated 
but  little  in  politics.  He  is,  however,  a  democrat,  and  lias  always 
voted  that  ticket  since  he  was  old  enough  to  vote.  Mr. 
Adams  has  had  twelve  children ;  Isabelle,  who  married  Wra.  E. 
Gorden,  Ellington  died  in  infancy,  Jo.seph  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  Elizabeth,  .John  A.,  Lucy  Jane,  Sallie  A.,  Varinda,  Wil- 
bin,  James,  Minerva  and  Thomas.  JNIr.  Adams'  life  occupation 
has  lieen  that  of  a  farmer;  lie  has  lived  to  witness  a  great  change  in 
the  "Flat  Branch  settlement."  When  he  first  looked  upon  that 
country,  when  a  boy,  it  was  one  vast  uncultivated  plain  covered  with 
tall  jirairie  gra.ss,  and  here  and  there  a  lonely  cabin  in  the  timber's 
edge;  now  the  entire  settlement  is  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
with  fine  crops  of  wheat  and  corn  growing  where  but  a  few  years 
ago  naught  but  the  open  and  uncultivated  prairie  was  to  be  seen; 
and  now  substantial  farm-houses  and  barns  stand  dotted  here  and 
there  in  every  direction  over  the  land,  surrounded  with  orchards 
and  fine  ornamental  shade  trees. 
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Elder  ANDREW  D.  NOETHC'UTT. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Montgomery  county, 
Kentucky.  He  was  born  on  the  11th  day  of  September,  1813. 
Hi.s  ancestors,  who  were  of  Welsh  descent,  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Virginia.  His  grandfather,  Jeremiah  Northcutt,  fought 
seven  years  in  the  colonial  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
was  present  at  Yorktown  when  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  brought 
an  end  to  the  long  conflict  with  the  mother  country.  Jeremiah 
Northcutt  was  afterward  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  ^Montgomery 
county,  Kentucky,  where  he  died.  Elder  Northcutt's  fother,  Wm. 
Northcutt,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  was  a  snuiU  boy  at  the  time 
of  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Kentucky.  He  died  in  Montgomery 
county  of  that  state,  in  the  3'ear  1865.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  raised  in  Montgomery  county,  Kentucky.  He  obtained  a  good 
English  education,  and,  after  reaching  his  majority,  taught  school 
for  a  year.  On  the  25th  of  August,  1835,  he  married  Selena 
Masterson.  In  the  fall  of  183G,  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  after 
living  for  a  few  months  in  Sangamon  county,  near  Roches- 
ter, in  January,  1837,  he  settled  in  this  county  on  Mosquito 
creek,  in  the  present  Mosquito  township.  There  were  few  set- 
tlers then  living  in  that  part  of  the  country ;  probably  not 
more  than  eight  or  ten  families.  There  were  no  mills,  no  stores, 
and  no  market  for  produce.  He  relates  that  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  for  a  farmer  to  leave  home  with  two  or  three  yoke  of  oxen 
attached  to  his  wagon,  loaded  with  as  fine  wheat  as  ever  grew,  to 
find  a  market  at  Springfield,  Beardstown  or  St.  Louis,  the  trip  re- 
quiring one  or  two  weeks.  He  would  sell  his  grain  at  from  tweuty- 
five  to  thirty  cents  a  bushel,  and  invest  the  proceeds  in  a  calico 
dress  and  a  loaf  of  white  sugar  for  his  wife,  a  pair  of  brogan  boots 
for  himself,  a  few  pounds  of  brown  sugar  for  family  use,  a  barrel  of 
salt,  a  drawing  of  tea,  and  a  paper  of  pins,  when  he  would  find  that 
the  money  he  received  for  his  wheat  would  be  about  expended. 
Cattle  when  driven  to  market  four  years  old  would  command  about 
eight  dollars  per  head  ;  horses  from  forty  to  fifty,  and  other  stock  in 
proportion.  Corn  sold  at  si,^  and  eight  cents  a  bushel,  and  was 
often  used  for  firewood.  Farming  products  were  low,  and  dry- 
goods  and  groceries  high. 

The  death  of  his  first  wife  took  place  in  the  year  1848.  His  second 
marriage  was  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1850,  to  Mary  I.  Hammer, 
■who  was  born  in  Clark  county,  Kentucky,  and  came  to  Illinois  in 
1834,  first  living  in  Sangamon  county,  and  afterwards  in  Christian. 
From  1848  to  1850,  Elder  Northcutt  lived  mostly  in  Shelby 
county.  In  the  year  1843  he  united  with  the  Cliristian  church, 
and  soon  afterward  began  preaching  the  gospel.  In  1854  he 
became  a  resident  of  Frairieton  township.  In  connection  with 
the  work  of  the  ministry,  he  has  carried  on  the  business  of  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  has  ten  children  now  living.  The  oldest 
son,  W.  H.  Northcutt,  lives  in  Texas.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  R.  R. 
Adams,  of  Frairieton  township,  and  Lucy  Ann  married  L.  Messick, 
of  Morrisonville.  The  remaining  are  children  by  his  .second  mar- 
riage :  Laura  L.  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Whitmire,  of  JMetamora, 
F.  J.  Northcutt,  residing  in  Kau.sas,  Silas  W.,  Lizzie  W.,  who  mar- 
ried J.  H.  Scril)ner,  of  Frairieton  township,  James  A.,  now  living 
in  Colorado,  Ann  !M.  and  Jesse  G.  Northcutt. 

He  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  ministers  of  the  Christian  denomina- 
tion in  this  part  of  the  state.  At  the  time  of  the  organization  of 
the  Christian  church,  to  which  he  belonged,  on  the  Mosquito,  it  was 
the  only  church  of  that  denomination  in  the  county,  and  comprised 
only  seven  members,  of  whom  Elder  Northcutt  was  one.  From 
this  small  beginning  he  has  seen  the  denomination  advance  until 
DOW  it  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  influential  in  the  county.  He 
is  an  eloquent  and  gifted  speaker,  and  always  commands  large  au- 


diences. He  was  raised  in  a  slave  state,  and  with  pro-slavery 
sympathies,  but  on  coming  to  Illinois,  his  convictions  made  him  in 
favor  of  free  soil.  He  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  repub- 
lican party.  He  was  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  in  Sangamon 
before  the  formation  of  this  county.  He  was  one  of  the  first  magis- 
trates elected  after  the  organization  of  the  county,  filling  the  office 
for  eight  years  from  August,  1839.  On  the  adoption  of  township 
organization  he  was  chosen  from  Frairieton  township  a  member  of 
the  first  board  of  supervisors,  and  filled  that  position  four  years. 
He  made  several  canvasses  for  the  legislature  and  other  public 
positions,  but  as  he  was  the  nominee  of  a  party  much  in  the  mi- 
nority, his  election  was  scarcely  expected. 

When  he  first  settled  in  this  county,  the  neighbors  were  distant 
and  visitors  few.  Hospitality  and  sociability  were  conspicuous 
traits.  He  declares  that  when  he  looks  back  to  those  early  times 
and  compares  the  friendly  feeling,  the  terms  of  social  equality  on 
which  he  lived,  and  the  plentifulness  with  which  every  one  had  his 
real  wants  provided  for,  with  the  jealousies  of  the  present  day  and 
the  wasteful  extravagance  in  dress,  living  and  other  expenditures, 
he  feels  like  exclaiming,  "  Give  me  back  the  days  of  pioneer  log 
cabin  life !" 


R.  R.  GORDEX. 

Mr.  Gorden  is  a  Kentuckian  by  birth.  His  ancestors  were  for- 
merly residents  of  Virginia.  His  grandfather,  John  Gorden,  was 
one  of  the  patriotic  sons  of  Virginia  who  fought  in  the  American 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  served  through  the  whole 
seven  years  struggle  with  Great  Britain.  His  home  was  on  the 
James  river,  seventeen  miles  from  the  city  of  Richmond.  In  the 
j-ear  1796  he  emigrated  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky,  and  settled  in 
Clark  county  on  Four  Jlile  creek,  four  or  five  miles  from  Winches- 
ter. He  lived  there  till  his  death.  Randal  Gorden,  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  on  the  James  river  in  Virginia 
in  the  year  1784,  and  was  twelve  years  old  when  the  flimily  moved 
to  Kentucky.  When  the  family  settled  in  Kentucky  it  was  a  new 
and  wild  country,  still  containing  many  hostile  Indians.  The 
family  reached  their  new  home  in  the  wilderness  by  way  of  the 
Ohio  river,  and  in  floating  down  that  stream  they  were  obliged  to 
lie  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  to  prevent  being  shot  by  the  Indians 
from  the  banks.  Randal  Gorden  was  married  to  Rachel  Baber, 
and  moved  from  Clark  to  ^Montgomery  county  on  Slate  creek,  where 
he  resided  the  remainder  of  his  life,  a  period  of  nearly  fifty  years. 
He  died  in  November,  185.3,  when  nearly  seventy  years  of  age.  The 
Baber  family  were  from  the  same  part  of  Virginia  as  the  Gordens. 
Mr.  Gorden's  mother  was  nine  or  ten  years  old  when  she  came  to 
Kentuck}',  and  was  accustomed  to  relate  incidents  which  occurred 
as  she  rode  a  pack  hor.se  on  a  trail  acrcss  the  mountains  on  their 
journey  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky. 

Randal  Richardson  Gorden,  the  subject  cf  this  biography,  was 
the  next  to  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  and  was 
born  in  Montgomery  county,  Kentucky,  on  the  18th  of  December, 
1821.  All  his  brothers  and  sisters  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  and 
all  married  and  had  families  except  Mr.  Gorden's  oldest  brother, 
who  was  a  lawyer,  and  died  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  Mr.  Gorden 
was  raised  in  his  native  county  in  Kentucky.  The  schools  which 
he  attended  when  a  boy,  were  of  the  kind  common  at  that  time  in 
Kentucky — subscription  schools  held  in  log  school-houses  with 
puncheon  floors  and  split  log  benches.  His  first  marriage  occuried 
in  November,  1848,  to  Isabelle  Warren,  who  was  born  and  raised 
within  three  miles  of  Winchester,  Clark  county,  Kentucky.  She 
only  lived  eighteen  months.  When  twenty-four  years  of  age  he 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade  near  Camargo,  in  Montgomery  county. 
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Kentucky.  He  ImJ  first  visitt-il  Illinois  in  the  year  1845,  but  the 
country  at  that  time  oftered  so  few  attractions  to  the  settler,  and 
malarial  diseases  jirevailed  to  such  an  extent,  that  he  had  little 
notion  of  making  his  permanent  home  in  this  state.  In  1800,  how- 
ever, he  concluded  to  remove  to  Illinois.  While  on  liis  way  to 
this  state  on  tlic  28tli  of  February,  1856,  at  Cincinnati,  Oliio,  he 
married  Nancv  Frost,  wlio  was  born  on  the  15th  day  of  8eptendier, 
1833,  and  was  I'aised  in  jMontgomery  county,  Kentucky.  She  was 
descended  from  a  Virginia  fiunily.  On  reaching  lUiuois,  Mr. 
Gorden  lived  for  one  year  on  the  farm  of  Ellington  Adams  in  this 
county,  and  then  settled  on  the  jilace  where  he  now  lives,  in  section 
22  of  township  14,  range  1  east,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  has  ten 
children  living;  Martha  Elizaln-tb,  Belle  W.,  .Jennie,  Itandal  Pueh- 


ardson,  Rachel,  Ishani,  Mary,  Nannie  IMay,  Fannie  and  Annie. 
The  last  two  are  twins.  Besides  the  above-named  there  are  two 
children  deceased. 

In  his  political  principles  Mr.  Gorden  is  one  of  the  old  democrats, 
who  began  life  as  a  democi'at,  and  has  never  swerved  from  demo- 
cratic principles.  He  is  a  much  respected  citizen  of  Prairieton 
township,  and  is  a  (piiet  and  peaceable  man  who  has  lived  on  teiuns 
of  friend.ship  with  all  his  neighbors,  and  has  never  sued  any  one, 
nor  been  sued,  in  all  his  life.  He  is  one  of  the  old  Kentuckians, 
who  retain  a  fondness  for  the  noble  pastime  of  the  fox-chase. 
Nothing  delights  him  so  much  as  occasionally  to  mount  a  good 
horse  and  join  in  this  old-fashioned  sport,  though  opportunities  for 
its  exercise  arc  e(.)mparatively  rare. 
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ASSUMPTION    TOWNSHIP. 


situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  county,  and  is  l)o\inded 
on  the  north  by  Prairieton  township,  on  the  east  by 
Shelby  count}',  on  the  south  by  Pana  and  on  the  west 
by  Locust  and  May  townships.  It  occupies  part  of  two 
congressional  townships,  having  twenty-four  sections  in  town  12 
N.,  Range  1  E.,  and  eighteen  sections  in  town  13  N.,  Range  1 
E.  The  surface  is  an  undulating  plain,  and  occupies  an  arm  of 
what  is  known  as  Grand  Prairie,  and  is  ahnost  entirely  void  of 
timber.  The  soil  is  the  same  rich,  black  loam  as  found  in  adjoin- 
ing townships. 

There  are  but  two  creeks;  the  Lake  Fork,  which  tiows  through 
the  south-east  corner,  and  a  small  tributary  of  Flat  Branch,  -which 
takes  its  rise  near  the  town  of  Assum|ition  and  flows  out  through 
section  twenty-three. 

Thirty  years  ago  the  territory  embraced  within  this  townshij)  was 
a  wild,  uninhabited  prairie.  When  standing  on  the  spot,  now  oc- 
cuj)ied  by  the  flourishing  town  of  Assumption — for  the  great  eastern 
stage  route  passed  over  it — nothing  but  a  boundless  waste  of  country 
met  the  vision.  Ou  every  hand  were  to  be  seen  herds  of  deer  and  the 
wily  prairie  wolf  It  was  the  terror  of  the  stage  driver  in  the  stormy 
days  of  winter.  Butthe  construction  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad, 
and  the  location  of  Tacusa,  in  1854,  caused  a  wonderful  change. 
Soon  it  was  settled  with  a  thrifty  class  of  emigrants,  and  the  prai- 
rie dotted  over  with  farm-houses.  But  a  few  years  have 
marked  the  advance  of  civilization,  and  now  it  forms  one  of  the 
most  fertile  and  promising  townships  in  the  county.  The  whole  of 
this  once  barren  waste  is  now  reduced  to  cultivation. 

This  townshij)  forms  ])art  of  the  territory  taken  from  Shelby  on 
the  organization  of  Christian  county.  For  several  years  the  citi- 
zens of  this  portion  of  the  county  were  attached  to  the  Stonington 
Precinct,  for  voting  purposes.  To  visit  this  distant  point  in  the 
performance  of  this  duty  was  a  great  inconvenience.  But  on  the 
27th  of  September,  1856,  the  county  court  formed  a  new  election 
precinct,  and  named  it  Tacusa.  It  was  bounded  as  follows : 
"  Commencing  at  the  south-east  corner  of  section  24,  T.  1 1,  R.  1  east, 
thence  west  nine  miles  ;  thence  north  eight  miles ;  thence  east  nine 


miles,  and  thence  south  to  the  place  of  beginning.''  The  store- 
house of  Williams  and  ^Hillabraut,  in  the  village  of  Tacusa,  was 
designated  as  the  place  of  holding  elections.  The  first  judges  of 
election,  appointed  by  the  court,  were  Joseph  Bugg,  William  A. 
Williams  and  .John  Gaghagau.  The  first  Justices  of  the  Peace 
were  Wm.  A.  Williams  and  Jacob  Overholt;  Constables  .John 
Gaghagan  and  William  Peck. 

In  December  1856,  Elsie  E.  Malhiot,  then  a  State  Senator  in 
the  Louisiana  legislature,  purchased  from  the  I.  C.  R.  R.  company, 
and  other  parties,  thirty  sections  in  this  precinct,  part  of  which  lay 
near  the  railroad  and  adjacent  to  the  village  of  Tacusa.  He  was  a 
<  'anudian  b}'  birth,  but  had  been  a  resident  of  Louisiana  for  about 
eighteen  years.  He  determined  to  make  Illinois  his  adopted  state, 
and  Christian  county  his  future  home;  and  early  conceived  the  idea 
of  settling  his  lands  in  this  rich  and  beautiful  prairie,  with  his  rela- 
tives and  friends  from  Canada. 

Early  in  March,  1857,  about  one  hundred  ami  fifty  men,  women 
and  children  arrived  from  Canada,  many  of  the  men  being  mechan- 
ics. This  new  accession  was  an  encouraging  feature  at  this  time, 
in  the  settlement  of  the  newly-formed  township.  Soon  twenty-five 
or  thirty  more  houses  were  erected.  About  the  same  time  over 
thirty  farm-houses  had  been  built,  and  as  many  farms  were  opened. 
These  improvements  were  mostly  made  by  others  than  the  Cana- 
dians— some  of  them  model  farmers  from  the  Keystone  State. 
At  this  date  more  than  5,000  acres  had  been  fenced  and  reduced  to 
cultivation — mostly  in  wheat  and  corn. 

On  the  adoption  of  township  organization,  in  the  spring  of  1866, 
the  former  boundaries  of  Tacusa  Precinct,  were  contracted  to 
6x7  miles  square,  and  the  name  changed  to  Assumption.  At  the 
election  of  township  ofiicer.s,  April  3d,  1866,  Jacob  Overholt  was 
elected  its  first  Supervisor,  and  Israel  Pierce  and  Samuel  M.  Moore 
the  first  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

The  early  history  of  this  township,  as  will  be  observed,  clusters 
around  the  town  of  Assumption.  The  first  land  entries  in  thia 
township,  as  shown  by  the  records  were  :  Nov.  16th,  1848,  Eiias 
Ceneviss,  S.  half  N.   E.  quarter,  section  24,  eighty  acres ;  Aug.  2, 
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185'J,  Juliu  C.  Uodge,  N.  E.  nuarter,  scclioii  1,  1(11.28  acres  ;  X. 
AV.  quarter,  section  1,  163.74  acres;  S.  W.  quarter,  scctimi  1.  1(50 
acres  ;  S.  E.  quarter,  section  1,160  acres.  INIay  8tli,  18o4,  O.  P. 
Htaton,  S.  W.  quarter,  section  35,  160  acres. 

The  following  are  the  to\vu.ship  officers  since  organization  : 

Siiperv'son — J.  Overholt,  elected  1866,  re-elected  1867  and  'GS  ; 
J.  II.  Pound,  1869;  J.  M.  Birce,  1870,  re-elecled  1871,  '72  and 
73;  J.  R.  Pound,  1874;  J.  M.  Birce,  187.3,  and  served  till  187D: 
W.  L.  Cuhenour,  1880. 

Assessors. — Phil.  B.  Keuiiuerer,  elected  187G:  J.  F.  McKec, 
1877,  and  by  re-election  has  tilled  the  office  till  187!l ;  W.  G. 
Watson,  1880. 

Cullednrs.—Feter  L  Jlyers,  elected  1866,  re-elected  18G7  ;  L  A. 
Hoit,  1868;  O  P.  Eldred,  1S69  ;  A.  F.  Seymour,  1870;  J.  S.  Mer- 
cer, 1871  ;  A.  F.  Seymour,  1872;  J.  Burk,"  1873;  John  A.  Bridge, 
1874,  and  has  been  re-elected  each  succeeding  year  till  1879;  L 
Johnson,  1880. 

Town  Clerks. — C.  Pearcy,  1876,  and  reelected  each  year  up  to 
1S79;  P.  B.  Kemnierer,  1880. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — Wade  F.  Jcjhn.son,  1876;  David 
Lacharitie,  1877;  J.  R.  Milligan,  1878;  Robert  Morri.-on,  li;79  ; 
D.  Lacharitie,  1880. 

Conshible.i- — W.  F.  Almonrode  and  C".  C.  Little,  elected  in  1873; 
George  Hutchins  and  D.  M.  De  Lashmutt,  1877. 

Justices  of  the  Peace  — Israel  Pierce,  elected  in  1866  ;  S.  J[. 
Moore,  '66;  H.  L.  Reans, '70  ;  W.  E.  Gushing,  '72;  H  L.  Keaiis 
and  Wni.  L  Cohenour,  '73;  Grove  Pring  and  II.  L.  Reans,  '77. 

THE  TOWN  OF  AS-SU-MTTIOX. 

The  Illinois  Gentral  Railroad  Gonqiany,  on  the  completion  of  the 
road,  laid  out  on  the  6th  day  of  June,  1855,  what  now  constitutes 
the  central  part  of  the  town  of  A.ssnmption,  on  tiie  north-east 
quarter  of  section  2,  town  12  X.  range  1  east  in  lot  and  blocks  undtr 
the  name  of  Tacusa.  It  was  surveyed  by  Leverett  H.  Clark,  and 
certified  to  by  N.  A.  Griswold,  president  of  the  company.  The 
track-laying  of  the  road  was  completed  as  far  as  Taeusa,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1854. 

The  i)as.<enger  depot  and  ware-house  buildings  were  erected  at 
once  by  the  company,  and  other  improvemeuts  soon  followed.  John 
Gaghagan,  a  secticm  boss,  erected  the  first  dwelling-house,  and 
boarded  railroad  hands,  and  also  opened  a  saloon. 

The  first  store  was  erected  and  opened  by  Williams  and  Ililla- 
brant,  in  1854.  For  two  or  three  years  Tr.cusa  had  but  f'w  build- 
ings, and  was  nothing  more  than  a  railroad  station. 

After  a  time,  Elsie  E.  Malhiot,  having  purchased  most  of  the  lands 
in  the  vicinity,  laid  out  an  addition  on  the  south-west  part  of  the 
town,  with  suitable  streets,  a  public  square,  market  place,  grounds  for 
church  purposes,  the  "  A.-suniption  cemetery,"  Catholic  ceme- 
tery— which  he  named  Assumption,  after  his  own  plantatiem  in 
Louisiana,  virtually  making  but  one  town,  though  having  two 
name.s.  Taeusa  was  first  surveyed  by  C.  A.  Manners,  Kov.  1 , 
1865,  including  the  addition,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Assun)]i- 
tiou.  The  Canadian  colonists,  in  1857,  mo.sth'  settled  in  Malhiot's 
addition,  and  the  town  began  to  assume  greater  proportions.  They 
erected  twenty  or  thirty  dwelling  houses,  a  large  three-story  store- 
house, a  warehouse,  a  blacksmith  shop  and  other  buildings. 

Marcus  L.  Barrett,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  came  here  from 
Pennsylvania,  April  9,  1857,  and  kept  a  boarding-house  for  rail- 
road hands.  In  a  short  time  he  purchased  the  lot  and  store-house. 
occupied  by  Williams  and  Hillabrant,  and  laid  in  a  new  stock  of 
general  store  goods.  He  has  since  erected  a  block  of  building*, 
and  has  continued  in  business  ever  since  he  came  here. 


Joseph  Mercer,  a  native  of  Virginia,  next  built  and  opened  a 
general  store.  The  ne.\t  store  w:is  built  by  Horace  Moorhouse, 
from  Decatur,  who  opened  a  stock  of  general  hardware. 

In  1858  there  were,  in  the  older  part  of  the  town,  a  good  store 
kept  by  Barrett  and  Seymour;  a  lumber  yard  by  Charles  0?tcll  ; 
a  cabinet-maker  shop;  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  a  variety  of  other 
mechanics.  A  post-office  had  been  established  with  Geo.  Hilla- 
brant, as  the  first  post-master.  The  population  at  this  date-  had 
increased  to  four  hundred. 

In  1858  a  large  flouring  mill  was  erected  by  E.  E.  Malhiot.  In 
connection  with  this  he  kept  a  large  stock  of  sugar,  from  his 
Louisiana  plantation,  which  he  sold  at  wholesale  jjrices  to  the 
citizens  of  Assumption  township. 

In  the  summer  of  ls59  Jacob  Overholt  and  William  A.  Williams 
sunk  a  shaft  219  feet  in  search  of  coal,  but  were  di.-a])pointed  in 
finding  it  in  paying  quantities. 

For  some  fifteen  years  after  the  location  of  the  station  Assumj>- 
tion  was  a  point  fir  the  shipment  of  all  the  goods  and  produce  to 
and  from  Taylorville.  It  was  the  nearest  station,  and  was  fourteen 
miles  distant.  Large  consignments  of  goods  for  Taylorville  were 
received  at  Assumption.  The  great  number  of  teams  that  were 
daily  passing  between  these  points  added  materiallv  to  the  life  and 
business  interests  of  the  place. 

March  24th,  1866,  a  meeting  was  held  by  the  citizens  for  the 
]Hirpose  of  voting  on  incorporating  the  town,  which  resulted  in  43 
votes  in  iixvor  and  3  against.  An  election  was  held  March  31st, 
1866,  and  the  following  trustees  were  elected  :  J.  S.  Mercer,  L.  A. 
Hoit,  S.' Madison  Moore,  JI.  H.  Kibbe,  E.  E.  Davidson.  At  the 
first  meeting  of  the  board  J.  S.  fiercer  was  chosen  president  and 
A.  B.  Hammer  clerk. 

The  present  Trustees  are: — J'risiilmt.  W.  E.  Cu.diinc:  II.  .s. 
Reans,  S.  M.  Coonrod,  A.  Kerr,  J.  Lambert,  J.  F.  McKee;  ClerL; 
J.  M.  Birce;   Trermirer,  L.  T.  Watkins. 

The  Post  Office  was  established  in  1856,  and  George  W.  Hilla- 
brant was  the  first  post- master.  The  succeeding  ones  have  been 
F.  A.  Seymour  and  J.  A.  Bridge. 

The  Catholic  Church  was  built  on  tlie  grounds  donated  by  Mr. 
]Malhiot,  for  that  purpose,  in  1858.  Most  of  the  Canadian  popula- 
tion were  of  that  faith.  More  recently  they  have  erected  a  new  and 
sightly  structure. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  was  the  first  Protestant  church  organ- 
ized in  Assumption.  By  authority  from  the  Sangamon  Presbvterv, 
May  7,  1859,  Eev.  H.  R.  Lewis  organized  tlie  above  church  at  the 
residence  of  Marcus  L.  Barrett.  There  were  twenty-four  member.s. 
S.  C.  Sheller  and  Wm.  J.  Calhoun  were  chcseti  ruling  ciders.  The 
first  communion  was  held  the  next  day,  March  8th,  at  the  re.sidence 
of  Jaejl)  0/erholt.  There  was  no  Protestant  church  or  hall  iu  the 
place.  The  regular  preaching  exercises  of  the  Sabbath  were  held 
in  the  railroad  depot.  A  small  church  building  was  erected  and 
dedicati'd  June  23d,  1861,  during  the  ministration  e)f  the  Rev. 
Chirk  Loudon. 

The  ^lethodist  Ej)iscopal  Church  was  dedicated  on  Sunday,  Mav 
29th,  1870,  by  Rev.  Hiram  Buck,  of  Decatur.     It  cost  83,500. 

There  are  at  present  five  churches  in  the  town,  viz :  Presbyterian, 
Baptist,  Christian,  Methodist,  and  Roman  Catholic,  all  of  which 
have  neat  and  comfortable  edifices. 

The  first  school-house  was  erected  in  1862.  It  is  a  one-story 
frame  building,  and  is  now  used  by  the  Baptist  Church. 

There  is  now  a  fine  two-story,  brick  public  school  building,  which 

cost  81,600.     The  school  is  a  graded  one,  emjjloying  four  teaciiers. 

The  growth  of  the  town  is  steady  and   healthy,  and  it  comman.ls 

the  trade  of  a  largo  extent  of  countrv.     It   is  f  irtunate   in   haviiii: 
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had  f(ir  its  business  men  gentlemen  of  energy  and  enterjirisc,  who 
have  spared  no  pains  in  advaneing  the  interests  of  the  phiee. 
There  are  aliunt  eight  hundred  iidialiitants. 

Surrounded  as  it  is,  with  a  large  nuinlier  of  well-improvi  d  and 
liighly-cultivated  farms,  Assumption  is  quite  a  shijiping  point, 
aswill  be  seen  from  the  list  of  h.adul  ears  shipped  from  here 
daring  the  year  1S79;— 307  car  Inads  of  eorn,  278  of  wheat,  89  i>f 
oats,  5  of  rve,  «  of  tlax  see<l,  80  of  hay,  ;'i!»  of  hogs,  12  of  cattle,  and 
5  of  potatoes,  making  in  value  upward  ot  §150,000  shipped  during 
the  year. 

The  following  are  the  secret  societies  iu  Assumption  : 

The  Bmimvdl  Lmhje,  No.  451,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  was  chartered 
October  4,  1865.     Number  of  charter  members  sixteen. 

Tlie  first  officers  were:— A.  B.  Hammer,  W.  M. ;  S.  M.  Jloorc, 
S.  W. ;  J.  W.  Aldrick,  J.  W. ;  R.  M.  Hood,  Secretary ;  T.  A.  Sey- 
mour, Treasurer;  R.  H.  Fuller,  S.  D. ;  E.  R-  Shepard,  J.  D. ;  I. 
Pooder,  Tyler. 

The  jfrc^iiil  iffiru-s  are :— J.  M.  Birce,  W.  M. ;  J.  F.  AIcKee,  S. 
W. ;  O.  W.  Fisher,  J  W. ;  J.  R.  Milligan,  Treasurer.  Nundjer  of 
members  at  present,  sixty. 

The  Asiuiiiption  Grange,  "So.  Wo,  was  chartered  November  oil, 
1873.  The  charter  members  numbered  thirty.  It  now  has  a  large 
membership,  and  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

Below  we  atld  a  list  of  the  present  business  houses  in  the  town  : 

CISTOM    MILL    AND    ELEVATOR, 

owned  and  operated  by  Wilkinson  &  Co,  was  built  in  l.S71,and 
has  two  run  of  burrs. 

The  elevator,  which  is  constructed  for  liandling  all  kinds  of  grain, 
has  a  capacity  for  storing  55,000  bushels. 


ASSUMPTION    MERCHANT    MILLS 

was  erected  in  1850,  and  is  owned  and  operated  by  Overholt  Bros. 
Has  a  run  of  three  burrs.  It  is  the  oldest  steam  mill  now  running 
in  the  county. 

The  leading  Phi/gicians  are :— J.  D.  Bennett,  S.  M.  Benepe,  H. 
I).  Bixhy,  R.  W.  Johnson. 

Drtif/s.-  J.  A.  Denny,  S.  D.  Brown  ct  Bro.,  M.  B.  Travis. 

General  Stores — W.  E.  Gushing  &  Sou,  Pigeon  &  Moore,  Reaus 
&  Huskey,  Cazalet  &  Lambert,  L.  Kaufman  &  Co. 

Groceries,  Boots,  Shoes,  Confectionery,  (Did  (^ueensirare. — S.  M. 
Coonrod,  J.  A.  Wemple. 

Groceries  and  (Jueensirare. — J.  A.  Bridge. 

Grocer;/  and  Confectionery. — J.  Simons. 

Hardware,  Tinware  and  Agriculiurul  Imp/ements. — S.  A.  Shafer 
&  Co.,  Byron  Travis. 

Furniture. — L.  T.  Watkins. 

Lumber  Yard,  Grain  and  Agricultural  Implements  — F.  O. 
Pigeon. 

Lumber  Yard. — Wilkinson  &  Co. 

Stationery,  Cigar,  and  Jexvelry  Store. — W.  E.  Chilton. 

Gunsmith  and  Clock  Repairing. — M.  L.  Barrett. 

Shoe  Shops. — V.  Evans,  G.  W.  Grimes,  James  Cronin. 

Harness  Shops. — D.  D.  Domas,  A.  Sarran. 

Blacksmith  and  Wagon  Shop.-<. — Hillabrant  &  Kerr,  Poland  Con- 
tevill. 

Blacksmithing  and  Shoring. — Jno.  jMorrow. 

Milliners.— ih-s.  E.  Aldr'ieh,  i\Ii.ss  Ella  Overholt,  Miss  Mariah 
;McC:orinic. 

COMMERCIAL    IIOU.SE. 

T.  F.  Easbaeh,  proprietor.  Good  accommodations  for  boarding 
and  traveling  guests. 


■^<;5^g^0^^9^?^- 


BloaRAPIIiCAL    .SKETCHES 


J.  M.  Biuci:. 

The  subject  of  the  f  illowiiig  skeli'h  is  a  native  of  Syracuse,  Onon- 
daga countN,  New  Yolk.  He  was  born  September  7th,  1835.  His 
father,  Mitclnl  liirer,  was  a  native  born  of  the  same  co\inty  and 
state.  He  followed  the  trade  of  .-hoomaking.  In  the  spring  of 
1847,  he  moved  to  ]\lieliigan  and  settled  in  Braneli  euunly,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death,  March  5th,  1804.  On  tin'  r.lth  of 
Februarv,  1832,  he  married  Mary  Campbell.  She  was  a  native  of 
the  same  county  and  state.  She  at  present  lives  with  her  daughter 
in  Steuben  county,  Indiana.  There  were  seven  children  born  to 
them,  three  boys  and  four  girls.  J.  M.  Birce  is  the  eldest  son  and 
second  child  in  the  family.  His  education  was  first  obtained  iu  the 
common  schools  of  Michigan.  As  lie  grew  to  manhood  his  time 
was  employed  at  work  upon  the  farm.  When  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  atten<led  two  terms  at  the  Academy  in  Albion,  Michigan, 
and  then  engaged  in  teaching  jchool.      He  continued  at   the  acaile- 


my  for  three  years,  filling  in  the  winter  monllis  in  teaching.  In  this 
way  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  good  education.  He  also  attended 
two  terms  in  Hillsdale  College  at  Hillsdale,  after  which  he  worked 
on  a  farm  and  taught  school.  During  this  time  he  made  up  his 
mind  to  adopt  the  profession  of  law  as  the  business  of  his  life,  and 
with  this  idea  in  view  he  read  the  standard  text-books  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

In  the  fall  of  1800,  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and,  in  the  spring  of  1861,  was 
admitted  to  practice.  He  commenced  the  practice  at  Big-Rapids, 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  where  he  remained  but  two 
months,  then  returned  homo,  and  remained  there  until  1865,  whea 
he  came  to  Assumption,  Christian  county,  and  worked  at  the  car- 
penter trade  until  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  when  he  recom- 
menced the  j)ractice  of  his  profession,  and  has  so  continued  to 
the  jiresent  time. 


F'Ryi  A    D   Rrs   or  F  D    MALH;0rStc4    J  12  R  I    £    ('Assum  pi  on  TpjCwfiisn  an  Co   /ll 
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On  the  2d  of  April,  1863,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  W.  Litllc.  She  is  a  native  of  New  York,  but  was  a  resident 
of  Michigan  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  By  this  union  there 
have  been  two  children,  a  bo}'  and  a  girl,  named  Charles  Mitchel  and 
Stella  Birce,  aged  respectively  twelve  and  five  years.  In  politics 
Mr.  Birce  is  a  republican.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  James  Bu- 
chanan in  i8-56,  and  Steplien  A.  Douglas  in  1860.  After  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  he  arrayed  himself  on  the  side  of  frecd(mi  and 
e  institutional  liberty,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  has  voted 
and  acted  with  the  republican  party.  He  is  active  in  the  cause,  and 
ma)'  be  regarded  as  a  stalwart.  He  has  been  frequently  honoretl 
by  being  elected  to  offices  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  county,  and  has 
represented  his  township  no  less  than  nine  times  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  and  this  too,  notwithstanding  he  belongs  to  the  politi- 
cal party  that  is  considerably  In  the  minority  in  his  township. 

This  is  good  and  sufficient  evidence  of  his  standing  and  worth  as 
a  man  and  citizen.  In  1877,  he  was  republican  candidate  for 
the  office  of  State's  Attorney,  but  was  defeated  by  a  slight  majority. 
He  at  present  is  a  member  of  the  town  board  of  trustees,  and  has 
been  town  clerk  since  September,  1866,  fourteen  years.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  at  present 
the  W.  M.,  of  Bromwell  Lodge,  No.  4.51,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  a 
bright  and  active  Mason. 

Upon  the  subject  of  temperance  he  is  a  prohibitionist.  Mr. 
Birce.  as  a  man,  is  much  respected.  As  a  lawyer  he  ranks  with  the 
best  who  practice  at  the  bar  of  Christian  county. 


F.  O.  PIGEON 
Was  born  in  Canada,  June  20th,  1837.  He  received  a  liberal  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  his  native  country.  At  an  early  age  he 
entered  a  dry-goods  and  general  store,  and  learned  merchandizing. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  concluded  to  go  to  New  Orleans,  and 
there  engage  iu  mercantile  pursuits.  On  his  way  there  he  stopped 
at  Assumption,  and  here  met  a  friend  who  induced  him  to  give 
up  his  New  Orleans  trip  and  remain  here.  His  first  work  was  in 
a  general  store  in  the  village  of  Assumption,  owned  by  'Sir.  Barrett. 
This  was  iu  1857. 

In  18.58,  Mr.  Pigeon  opened  a  grocery  and  provision  store. 
The  same  year  he  received  a  large  contract  from  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company  to  get  out  ties  for  the  road.  During  his 
engagement  with  the  railroad  company  he  had  as  many  as  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  in  his  employ.  He  furnished  the  ties  from 
Joncsboro  to  Pulaski.  In  1860,  he  made  the  trip  to  Pike's  Peak, 
arriving  there  in  July  of  the  same  year.  In  1862,  he  sold  out  his 
grocery  business.  His  object  was  to  go  to  Wi;cousin.  He 
stopped  iu  Chicago  and  purchased  dry-goods  to  the  amount  of  nine 
thousand  dollars.  These  he  took  to  Evansville,  Wisconsin,  and 
opened  a  store.  This  was  in  September,  1862.  He  remained 
in  Evansville  until  February,  1863.  His  stock  had  increased  in 
the  meantime  to  eighteen  thousand  dollars.  He  then  sold  out  the 
entire  stock  at  an  advance  of  ten  per  cent. ;  returned  to  Chicago 
and  settled  up  in  full  with  the  merchants  of  that  place,  who  had 
kindly  sold  him  the  goods  on  time.  When  he  made  the  purchase 
he  was  not  in  the  possession  of  a  dollar,  but  such  was  their  confi- 
dence in  his  honesty,  integrity  and  business  capacity,  that  thev  fur- 
nished him  all  the  stock  he  wanted  on  his  simple  promise  to  pav. 
After  settling  he  went  to.  Canada. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  he  put  in  a  stock  of  goods  at  Raxton 
Falls,  Canada,  where  he  remained  until  the  1.5th  of  April,  1865, 
when  he  came  back  to  Assumption,  Illinois,  and  opened  a  stock 
of  dry-goods. 


In  18:16,  his  brother  Alphonse  came  from  Canada,  and  was  taken 
in  as  a  partner.  The  firm  of  F.  O.  Pigeon  &  Brother  continued 
until  1871,  when  F.  O.  Pigeon  retired  from  the  concern  and  went 
back  to  Canada,  and  remained  two  years.  During  his  stay  there 
he  purchased  a  farm  for  his  father  and  mother. 

Ill  1873,  he  established  a  dry-goods  house  at  (Ottawa,  Canada. 
His  youngest  brother,  H.  H.  Pigeon,  who  had  been  a  clerk  in  the 
dry-goods  house  of  J.  V.  Farwell  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  came  and 
assisted  as  clerk.  He  remained  in  Ottawa  until  1874,  when  he  sold 
o;it  to  his  brother,  H.  H.  Pigeon.  He  returned  to  Assumption  an<l 
went  into  the  store  with  his  brother  Alphonse,  where  he  remained 
until  1877,  when  he  commenced  the  grain  and  lumber  trade,  in 
which  he  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1861,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jliss  Lca- 
poldine  Beauchanip.  She  is  also  a  native  of  Canada.  Mrs.  Pigeon 
is  an  accomplished  lady,  and  was  educated  at  the  Convent  of  Lon- 
guiel,  Canada.  She  speaks  fluentlv  both  the  English  and  French 
languages,  and  is  also  well  educated  in  the  classical  ?anguages,  and 
well  informed  upim  the  current  literature  of  the  past  and  present. 

Slv.  Pigeon  is  one  of  the  representative  and  prominent  business  men 
of  the  county.  In  addition  to  his  mercantile  pursuits,  he  has  also 
dealt  largely  in  real  estate,  and  has  at  the  present  time  a  considera- 
ble body  of  land  iu  the  county.  He  is  also,  in  addition  to  his  grain 
business,  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  real  estate.  In  politics  he 
is  a  democrat,  and  in  religion  a  Roman  Catholic. 

Thus  have  we  briefly  sketched  !Mr.  F.  O.  Pigeon.  In  all  of  his 
busy  life,  and  in  his  many  business  transactions,  he  has  always 
sustained  the  reputation  of  a  strictly  honest  and  honorable  man, 
meeting  his  obligations  promptly  and  paying  the  last  farthing. 
He  has  kept  up  his  reputation  with  the  merchants  of  Chicago,  and 
iu  his  native  country.  This  wa-  the  reasou  he  could  purchase  any 
amount  of  goods  upon  any  reasonable  time. 

In  his  manners  he  is  a  polite,  affable  and  agreeable  gentleman,  of 
good  address  and  easy  conversation,  and  one  whom  it  is  a  genuine 
pleasure  to  meet.  A  view  of  his  fine  residence  and  farm  can  be 
seen  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


WILLI a:\i  l.  cohenour. 

The  Cohenour  family  is  of  Welsh  and  German  extraction  on 
the  paternal  side  and  Irish  on  the  maternal.  The  ancestors  came 
to  America  long  before  the  revolutionary  war  and  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  John  Cohenour,  the  paternhl  grandfather,  was  born 
iu  1794.  He  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  county.  He  came  to  Illi- 
nois in  1836  and  settled  in  Pike  county-,  where  he  remained  until 
his  death,  in  1869.  He  married  Dorotha  Lawrence;  she  also  died 
in  Pike  countv,  Ills.  Jacob  N.  Cohenour,  the  father  of  William 
L.,  was  born  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  Dec.  11,  1811.  He  married 
Jane  Likely,  of  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.  She  was  born  April  8 
1811.  Jlr.  Cohenour  came  west  in  the  fall  of  1836,  and  landed  in 
Pike  county  Nov.  4th  of  the  same  year.  He  was  a  carpenter  and 
cabinetmaker  by  trade,  and  worked  at  the  business  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  remained  in  Pike  county  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Nov.  15th,  1868.  His  wife  died  iu  the  same  county  April  9th, 
1857.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married  Mrs.  Nancy 
Jane  West.  She  died  June  1.3th,  1S61.  He  afterwards  mar- 
ried Sarah  Layton.  She  died  in  1869.  By  the  first  marriage 
there  were  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  By  the  second 
one  child,  and  by  the  third  one  boy,  named  Elmer  Cohenour.  Wil- 
liam L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  second  child  by  the  first 
marriage.     He  was  born  in  Pike  county  Sept.  10th.  1837. 

He  attended  the  common  schools  of  Pike  countv  and  the  acade- 
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mv  :it  ritt-iiilil,  niiil  rccrivi'il  ;i  fair  eihu-iitioii  in  tlie  Eii,i;lisli 
Iji-iiiicliis,  .-^ndicioiit  iit  Ini^t  tn  lit  iiim  for  the  iirofession  of  toacliiiig- 
Al  the  UL'i'  of  fi.jlitiTM  hiiiitcnMl  a  i;eii(r:il  .■^tore  in  Pitt.sfiolil,  where 
he  reiiiaiiiril  a  >horl  lime,  tin  n  wi  nt  In  Xi'W  Saliiii  and  siniit  sev- 
eral yrar-  in  a  ir'^ni fal  stnrr.  He  llun  spent  one  yrar  in  Kan.-as, 
anil  nn  liis  rrtnrn  In  Illinois  stoppcil  in  St.  Clair  I'liunty,  where  he 
f  .lluwe.l  leaehin-  fur  three  years.  (  »n  the  Kith  i.f  1  )eeenilier,  l.sii.!, 
he  \va~  nnitril  in  inarriajje  to  Mi.ss  Mary  S.  Moore,  who  is  a  nativi' 
of  St.  ( 'lair  r  iuntv.  The  Moore  family  is  :in  old  one,  and  earne  tn 
Illiiioi.s  belnre  tile  State  wa,*  admitted  into  the  Union.  After  lii.s 
marriage  Mr  Cohenonr  removed  to  Bond  county,  and  in  the  spring 
of  18G5  came  to  ClirLstian  eounty  and  settled  in  Assninptiou  town- 
ship, wdicre  he  has  continued  to  reside,  engaged  in  farming.  Six 
children  have  been  born  to  I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Cohenour.  Their 
names  arc  Charles  Albert,  Jacob  Atlas,  William  Likely,  Mirtie 
Jane,  Plenry  Howard  and  Cora  Josephine  All  are  yet  beneath 
the  parental  roof.  Pie  is  a  democrat  in  politics.  His  first  vote 
was  cast  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in  ]860,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  a  member  of  that  political  organization.  He  at  present  repre- 
sents his  township  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  His  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber (if  the  JI.  E.  Church.  He  is  in  habits  a  temperance  man.  He 
was  in  1870  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  held  the  office  for  one 
term.  His  neighbors  say  of  him  that  he  is  a  good  neighbor  and 
nn  honnrable,  upright  man,  who  has  many  friends  wherever  he  is 
kiidwii. 

S.  M.  COOXUOD. 

The  Coonrod  family,  on  the  paternal  side,  areof  German  extrac 
tion.  Stephen  Coonrod,  father  of  the  present  family,  was  a  native 
of  Harden  county,  Ky.  He  was  horn  in  1797.  He  emigrated  to 
Illinois  in  hSl'J,  and  settled  in  Wayne  eounty,  where  he  remained 
nine  years,' after  which  he  moved  to  Greene  county,  and  located 
near  Greenfield,  and  remained  there  until  his  death,  which  event 
occurred  in  December,  1872.  His  oceupation  was  that  of  a  farmer. 
He  was  also  a  regularly  ordained  Bapli-t  minister.  Ih'  inanied 
Candice  Lee  ;  .she  was  born  in  180!).  Slic  was  also  a  native  n|'  Ken- 
tucky. The  marriage  was  solemnized  prior  to  Mr  Coonrod's  com- 
ing to  Illinois.  She  died  in  Xovemlier,  18711.  There  were  ten 
children  born  to  them,  eight  of  whom  are  living.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  the  seventh  in  the  family.  He  was  born  in  Greene 
county,  Illinois,  December  2d,  1830.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  attended  school  during  winter.  Ilis  advantages  for  receiving 
an  education  in  his  youth  were  exceedingly  limited.  lie  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age.  He  then  went  into 
Greenfield  with  his  father,  and  in  connection  with  his  brother,  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandizing,  in  which  he  continued  until  18(i(j, 
when,  in  January  of  that  year,  he  went  to  I'rairietmi  township  in 
Christian  eoinily,  whrrc  ho  lirel  a  i'arni,  and  for  the  next  two  years, 
engaged  in  the  i-ukivati.m  ol'tli  •  -oil  He  tle'ii  went  tn  Maeon,  in 
Macon  county.  Ills.,  where  he  remained  one  year,  then  one  year  in 
Stonington,  and  then  came  to  Assumption  and  opened  a  dry- 
goods  store.  One  year  later  le"'  sold  out  the  store,  an  1  six  months 
afterwards  engagnl  in  the  groei'iv  and  iirnvi-ion  bu.-inc-s,  in  which 
he  has  e  iiitinnid  tn  the  ]iresei]t. 

On  the  21.-t  of  Si-pteiiil»T,  lS7i).  In-  was  nniled  in  niariiage  to 
Jliss  Bettic  li.  Chiltnn,  a  native  nf  Virginia,  but  a  resident  of  Jer- 
sey eounty  at  the  tine'  of  her  m.uriage.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  tie'  Christian  Church.  He  is  an  active  and  earnest 
worker  in  the  ehiireh,  and  contributes  very  liberally  towards  its 
maintenance  In  polities  he  is  a  democrat.  His  first  vote  was  cast 
for  Stephen  A.  Douglas  fir  pivsiilent  in  18i;0.  On  the  subject  of 
teniperanei'  he  is  an  advocate  nl'lhi.'  e.iusi>.      He  has  been  a  menilirr 


of  the  lioard  of  trustees  of  his  village.  In  his  walk  and  conversa- 
tion, Mr.  Coonrnil  is  an  upright  Christian  gentleman,  and  an  hon- 
orable ni;in  Such  is  the  verdict  of  his  friends  and  neighbors  who 
have  known  him  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  with  pleasure  tiiat 
we  present  him  to  our  many  readers,  as  one  of  the  stirring,  active 
business  men  of  Assumiition. 


DUDLEY  J.  WATSON. 

The  ^\'atsnn  family  on  the  paternal  side  are  of  English  descent, 
and  on  the  maternal,  Irish.  His  grandfather,  Nathaniel  Watson, 
was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  moved  to  Kentucky  at  an  early  day. 
Ilis  son,  Dudley  (t.,  lather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  Andei>on  county,  Ky.,  in  1812.  He  grew  to  manhood,  married 
and  remained  in  that  state  until  the  spring  of  18-')7,  when  hs  came 
to  Illinois  and  .settled  in  Prairieton  township.  Christian  county, 
w  here  he  has  remained  to  the  present  time  engaged  in  farming,  which 
has  been  the  principal  business  of  his  life.  He  is  also  a  regularly 
ordained  minister  in  the  Baptist  Church.  He  married  Jane  Rob- 
ison.  She  was  also  Ivirn  and  raised  in  Anderson  county,  Ky. 
Twelve  children  have  been  born  to  them,  six  boys  and  six  girls. 
Ten  of  the  children  are  still  living.  Dudley  J.  is  the  fourth  in  the 
i'aniily.  He  was  born  in  Anderson  county,  Ky.,  June  11th,  1841. 
His  schooling  was  obtained  in  his  native  state,  and  after  he  came 
with  his  father  to  Illinois.  He  remained  and  made  his  home  at  hi.s 
father's  house  until  he  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  but  he  prac- 
licallv  commenced  life  for  himself  after  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1SU8,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  McDaniel.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Kentucky. 
She,  however,  was  born  in  Indiana,  and  came  with  her  parents  to 
Illinois  wdiile  she  wa,s  yet  in  her  childhood.  She  was  a  resident  of 
Mo.squito  township,  Christian  county,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
On  the  5th  of  March,  187o,  Mr.  Watson  came  to  Assumption  and 
engaged  in  the  grocery,  provision,  boot  and  shoe  trade,  in  which  he 
continued  for  five  years,  when  he  sold  out,  and  in  the  fall  of  1877 
Commenced  the  business  of  baling,  dealing  in  and  shipping  hay,  in 
which  he  still  continues. 

Mr.  \V.  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church  of 
.Vssumption.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  that  Christian  organi- 
zatiini,  and  is  among  its  most  liberal  supporters.  He  is  a  member 
of  Bromwell  Lodge,  .V.  F.  &  A.  JI.  No.  451,  Assumption,  Ills. 
Upon  the  subject  of  temperance  he  is  radical,  and  an  active  advo- 
cate of  the  same. 

In  politics  he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  in  1864  for  Gen.  Geo. 
B.  JlcClellan,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  has  been  a  prom- 
inent member  of  that  political  organization. 

Mr.  Watson  is  an  old  settler  of  the  county.  He  came  here  in 
1857,  and  since  that  time  has  been  known  as  an  honorable,  upright 
citizen  and  hoiie.-t  man. 

S.  A.  e^-  J.  C.  SILVFER. 
'fur.  sulijrets  of  the  folliiw  ing  sketch  were  born  in  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  nn  tin'  7tli  of  Nov  ,  1851,  and  7tli  of  July,  1852.  TheShafer 
i'aniilv  is  an  nM  one  in  the  history  of  that  state.  Their  great 
uncle,  .\li.-alom  .Shafer,  was  the  first  wdiite  child  born  in  Fairfield 
cnnntv.  <  ieo.  A.  Shafer,  the  father  of  the  present  family,  was  born 
in  that  state,  as  was  aNn  his  firther  before  him.  They  were  farm- 
ers and  tillers  of  the  snil.  Some  of  them  also  engaged  in  the  tan- 
ning bu.-iness.  Gen.  A.  Shafer  came  west  in  1854  and  settled  in 
Shelby  cnunty,  Illinois.  Reentered  two  hunilred  acres  of  land  in 
Christian  county.  He  sold  out  six  months  later  at  an  advance  of 
six  dollars  per  aer.'.  and  then  rennved  to  Tazewell    eounty,   in  this 
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State,  and  .settled  two  miles  east  of  Washington,  where  he  remained 
until  1873,  when  ho  removed  to  Christian  county  and  settled  in 
Assumption  township,  whera  he  at  present  resides.  He  married 
Catharine  A.  M3'ers.  She  is  a  native  of  Fairtii'ld  c'liiuty.  (5hio. 
Her  father  was  a  Penn.sylvanian  by  birth  ;  they  were  also  an  old 
family  and  among  the  first  settlers  of  Ohio.  There  were  seven 
rhildren  born  to  them,  four  boys  and  three  girls,  all  living  except 
one  son,  who  died  in  infanev-  The  education  of  the  subjects  of 
this  sketch  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  Tazewell  county. 
They  made  rapid  progress  in  their  studies,  and  are  now  well  quali- 
fied to  carry  on  successfully  tlie  busine.-s  of  life.  Both  remained  at 
home  at  work  on  the  farm  until  1872,  when  S.  A.  came  to  Assump- 
tion township,  where  he  farmt?d  during  the  summer  month-,  and 
returned  to  Tazewell  county  and  taught  school  through  the  winter. 
He  thus  farmed  and  taught  school  for  three  terms.  In  1877  he  came 
to  the  village  of  Assumption  and  engaged  in  the  hardware,  tinware 
and  agricultural  implement  trade.  At  that  time  he  was  associated  in 
the  business  with  J.  K.  Edmunds.  This  partnership  lasted  for  seven 
months,  w  hen  Edmunds  retired  and  Charles  Kincaide  took  his  place 
and  remained  four  months,  after  which  J.  C.  Shafer,  one  of  the 
subjects  of  this  sketch,  came  in,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present 
the  firm  of  S.  A.  Shafer  &  Co.  has  continued.  Both  are  young, 
active  anil  live  business  men,  and  it  will  be  no  fiiult  of  theirs  if  the 
community  in  which  they  live  are  not  supplied  with  everything  in 
their  line  of  trade.  Their  stock  is  large,  and  consequently  they  are 
in  a  condition  to  supply  the  public  with  what  they  want.  The 
additional  fact  that  they  sell  goods  at  very  small  margins  gives 
them  a  large  trade  through  the  surrounding  country. 

In  politics  they  belong  to  the  republican  party.  P.oth  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Independent  Order  of  Forresters.  S.  A.  is  a  member 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  as  are  also  his  father  and  mother. 
J.  C.  and  other  members  of  the  family  are  members  of  the  J\I.  E. 
Church.  Both  are  members  of  the  temperance  organization  and 
advosates  of  tho  caus?. 


JOHN  B.  KEMERER 
Was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  near  Lancaster,  June  14,  18o7. 
The  family  on  the  the  paternal  side  is  of  German  ancestry,  and  on 
the  maternal  Swiss.  Philip  Kemerer,  the  paternal  grandfather, 
emigrated  from  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  to  Ohio  in  1801,  while 
that  state  was  yet  under  territorial  form  of  government.  During 
ihe  first  administration  of  General  Jackson,  Philip  Kemerer  re- 
ceived a  grant  of  1000  acres,  in  consideration  of  services  rendered 
as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  state.  The  grant  was  located  in  Rn-s 
county.  It  was  then  not  considered  valuable,  but  since  that  time 
the  city  of  Chillicothe  has  been  erected  upon  it.  Philip  Kemeier 
died  in  Ohio.  His  son  Joseph,  and  father  of  the  present  sketch,  was 
born  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa.  He  died  in  Ohio,  in  September, 
1847.  His  death  occurred  from  milk-sickness,  at  the  town  of  Finley, 
where  he  was  on  his  way  to  Indiana  to  enter  laud.  He  married 
Salome  Bowser.  She  was  of  Swiss  parentage.  Her  parents  came 
to  America  about  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  She  was  a 
resident  of  Ohio  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  She  died  in  Assump- 
tion township,  Christian  county,  Illinois,  in  September,  1868.  There 
were  ten  children  in  the  fomily — si.^  sons  and  four  daughters.  The 
eldest  and  two  youngest  sous  are  dead,  leaving  seven  children  who 
have  survived  the  parents.  Mrs.  Kemerer  came  west  to  Christian 
county,  in  April,  1856.  John  B.  had  preceded  them  two  years. 
He  came  here  in  the  spring  of  1854,  and  put  up  a  shanty  on  the 
prairie,  on  land  that  the  family  had  entered  prior  to  this  time. 
They  had  entered  some  1200  acres.  At  the  time  he  built  his  house, 
it  was  the  only  one  on  the  prairie.    After  the  fiimily  fame,  he  made 


his  home  with  them  until  1859,  when,  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  he, 
in  company  with  six  others,  made  the  trip  to  Pike's  Peak.  They 
left  in  March  and  arrived  in  Denver  in  June,  and  in  July 
reached  the  Peak.  While  there,  he  was  engaged  for  the  most  part 
in  mining.  He  remained  there  for  eighteen  months,  and  then  re- 
turned home.  On  the  7th  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  company 
G,  116th  Regt.  Ills.  Inf'v.  The  regiment  was  raised  in  Christian 
and  Macon  counties,  and  was  organized  and  rendezvoused  at  Camp 
!Macon,  in  Decatur.  From  there  they  were  ordered  to  Jlemphis, 
and  were  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  They  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Mission  Ridge  and  Atlanta  campaign,  after 
which  the  regiment  went  with  Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to  the 
sea.  While  in  the  service  he  was  sightly  wcundcd  twice.  He 
was  mustered  out  June  7,  1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  near  Wash- 
ington City,  and  discharged  at  Springfield,  Illinois. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1866,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Chambers,  a  native  of  Licking  county,  Ohio.  She 
was  burn  Sept.  27,  1841.  Her  father,  James  Chambers,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  her  mother  was  Nancy  Lyons  before 
marriage.  She  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  in  the  north  of  Ire- 
land. The  date  of  her  birth  was  1812.  She  came  with  her  father's 
family  to  America  in  1825.  Mrs.  Kemerer  was  a  resident  of  Mont- 
gomery county.  Ills.,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  She  came  to 
Illinois  in  1864.  By  this  marriage  there  are  three  children — two 
daughters  and  one  son.  Their  uames  are  Alma  Adelia,  Westcla 
Alfretta,  and  John  JIartin  Kemerer.  5Ir.  K.  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  politics,  he  is  a  republican.  He  was  formerly  a  Douglas 
democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  Bromwell  Lodge,  No.  451,  A  F.  ifc 
A.  M.     His  wife  is  also  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star  Ma.sonry. 

Mr.  Kemerer  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  the  township.  When 
he  came  iierc  the  country  was  one  broad  expanse  of  unbroken 
prairie,  over  which  roamed  herds  of  deer,  flocks  of  wild  turkeys 
and  wolves.  Here  ho  has  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life.  He  has 
seen  the  country  grow  from  a  comparative  wilderness  to  be  one  of  the 
favored  spots  in  central  Illinois,  the  landscape  dotted  over  with 
farm-houses  and  thrifty  villages.  In  life  he  has  been  reasonably 
successful.  Few  men  have  more  friends,  and  none  arc  more  kindly 
spoken  of  than  John  B.  Kemerer  and  his  excellent  wife. 


MILES  B.  TRAVIS. 
Thi-:  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Indiana  county,  Pa.  lie 
was  born  January  2od,  1851.  His  father,  Thomas  M.  Travis,  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  state.  He  came  to  Shelby  county.  Ills.,  in  1855,  and 
remained  there  until  1869,  when  he  settled  in  Assumption,  Christian 
county,  where  he  still  resides.  He  married  Jane  G.  Barrett.  She 
is  a  native  of  Virginia.  There  were  thirteen  children  born  to  them, 
five  of  whom  are  living;  the  others  all  died  in  infarcy,  except  o.ic 
daughter,  Cora  C,  who  died  in  her  thirtieth  year.  Miles  B.  is  the 
third  in  the  family.  He  received  a  good  education  in  the  excellent 
.schools  of  Assumption.  In  1872,  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business, 
in  which  he  has  continued  to  the  present  time.  On  the  26th  of  Oct., 
1875,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Adams,  a  native 
of  Ohio.  She  was  a  resident,  however,  of  Assumption  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage.  There  has  been  one  child,  a  boy,  born  to  them, 
named  Lange  B.  Travis.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Pre.^bvterian  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  ( ).  ( ).  F.,  and  is 
a  radical  temperance  man  and  a  strong  advocate  of  tlie  cause.  In 
politics  he  votes  the  republican  ticket.  He  ha.s,  as  stated  above, 
been  engaged  in  the  drug  trade  since  1872.  Mr.  Travis  is  very  ac- 
e  immodating,  of  a  pleasing  address,  and  understands  his  business 
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tlionm^'Iilv  ir<'  i?  "cll  a.hipt.Ml,  mikI  prrparcd  In  cut.'i'  In  tlic  wants 
.if  the  ])iil"iii.-  ill  hi-  line.  ]li-  hr.,th.  r,  I'.vr.ui  Travis,  is  ciigag<a  in 
the  hanlwai-c  trailu. 

JAMES  lUTLE  MILEKiAN 

Was  honi  in  ('Iianiiiai5:n  coiintT,  « )liin,  Jnly  Odth,  18:i-5.  The 
Milligau  family  is  of  Iri-li  ancestry  William,  the  paternal  L;rancl- 
fiitluT,  in  eniiipany  with  a  hmther,  eame  from  Ireland  tu  Anierita 
ahoiit  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war.  lie  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania wlierc,  in  ITIto,  William,  his  son,  and  father  of  the  subject  of 
the  present  sketch,  was  born.  He  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  carried 
on  that  business  through  life.  He  removed  to  Ohio  between  the 
years  1825  and  1830,  and  remained  in  that  state  during  the 
balance  of  his  life.  He  died  in  l«iy.  He  married  Eliza  Pollock. 
She  was  a  native  of  Ohio  county,  Virginia.  She  survived  her  hns- 
JKind  many  years.  Sunc  years  after  his  death  she  came  west  to 
Taylorvilh',  Cliri-t;aa  county,  to  join  her  children,  and  tiled  there 
in  November,  1870,  at  the  home  of  Samuel  Milligan,  her  eldest  son. 
There  were  nine  children  by  this  union,  five  of  whom  have  survived 
the  parents.  James  R  is  the  fifth  sou  in  the  family  of  eight  boys 
and  one  girl.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  county.  His  father  dying  while  he  was  yet  young,  he 
was  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  such  an  education  as  usually  fidls 
to  the  lot  of  most  youths.  He  was  compelled  at  an  early  age  to 
provide  for  his  own  maintenance,  and  made  his  home  with  his 
mother  until  his  marriage.  He  worked  around  the  country  in 
the  meantime,  at  such  work  as  ho  could  find  to  do.  In  1851,  he 
commenced  running  a  .steam  engine.  He  remained  at  that  business 
until  1857,  when  he  came  west  to  Illinois,  and  stopped  in  Taylor- 
ville  with  his  brother  Samuel,  who  had  preceded  him  there  the  year 
befiire.  The  first  four  years  in  Illinois  were  spent  in  farming.  In 
18:11  ho  removed  to  Taylorvillc,  and  worked  for  W.  W.  Anderson. 
In  the  fall  of  1802  he  went  into  the  Forrest  City  mills,  and  con- 
tinued there  until  April,  1S6G,  wdien  ho  removed  to  Assumption, 
Christian  county,  Illinois,  and  there,  in  connection  with  Charhs 
Powel  and  Reuben  Wilkinson,  purchased  a  stock  of  lumber  and 
engaged  in  the  lumber,  coal  and  grain  trade.  The  partnership  con- 
tinued until  1871,  when  Charles  Percy  purchased  Powel's  interest. 
In  1875  Wilkinson  retired,  and  since  that  time  the  firm  of  Milligan 
&  Percy  has  continued  the  business.  In  1871  the  company  built 
the  present  elevator  and  mill  combineil,  and  since  that  time  have 
also  engaged  in  milling. 

On  the  29th  of  Ajiril.  1855,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
jMargaret  McCaHrey.  She  was  Ijorn  and  raised  in  Covington,  Ky. 
Seven  children  have  been  born  to  them — two  .sous  and  five  daugh- 
ters. Their  names  are  Mary  Alice,  Id;i  Bell,  Je.sse  Anderson,  now 
a  resident  of  Diamond  Springs,  Morris  ceuinty,  Kansas,  James 
Lawrence,  May,  Laurie  and  Lillie  Jlilligan.  All  except  Jessie  A. 
are  yet  at  home.  IJoth  he  and  his  estimable  wife  and  tuo  eldest 
daughters  are  mendiers  of  the  Christian  Church.  Hi-  lakes  an  active 
part  in  sustaining  that  ('liii>lian  organization,  and  gives  liberally 
of  his  means  to  that  end.  In  politics  he  gives  in  his  adherence  to 
the  republican  party.  11.'  may  lie  classed  among  the  original  re- 
)iublicans,  as  his  first  presidential  vote  was  east  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont, in  1850,  since  wliieh  time  he  has  been  a  member  of  that 
|)olitieal  jiarty.  lie  is  an  advoeateof  the  temperance  cause,  and  has 
heeii  iVe<|Uently  elected  as  trustee  of  his  village  upon  the  Temper- 
ance Ticket.  He  has  al<o  been  President  of  the  P.oanl  f  ir  several 
terms.  He  is  a  meml.  r  of  the  am-ieiit  and  honorable  order  of 
Freema>oiiry,aiid  takes  an  aetiviparl  iiitlMM\oiL  ami  delilieiations 
ofthat  b  .dy.      lie  has  faithfiillv  served  the  craft  in  tlie  "  lOaM  "  for 


a  number  of  years,  where  he  has  presided  with  dignity  and  acoepta- 
liilitv,  becoming  the  executive  officer  of  a  Lodge  of  Masons  He  is 
a  bright  Mason  ami  a  good  worker  in  the  order. 

This  is  briefly  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  one  of  Assumption's  active 
business  men  and  best  citizens.  His  life  has  been  a  success,  not  so 
much,  perhaps,  in  the  accumulation  of  great  riches,  but  in  the 
gathering  together  of  sufficient  of  this  world's  goods  to  make  him 
comfortable,  and  in  the  possession  of  good  health  and  a  mind  freed 
from  the  perplexing,  arduous  duties  of  life,  which  corrode  and  fre- 
cpiently  make  existence  a  burden.  He  started  in  life  unaided. 
What  he  has,  has  been  the  result  of  a  life  of  industry,  economy  and 
frugality.  He  is  liberal  minded  and  charitable,  and  gives  freely  of 
his  means  to  every  worthy  object.  In  the  comnmnity  -where  he 
resides  none  stand  hiiilier,  nor  have  more  character  for  integrity  and 
honcstv  than  Mr.  Milliiian. 


T.   F.  RAS15ACH. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  of  Dutch  descent.  His  grand- 
parents were  natives  of  Holland,  and  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  New  York.  His  father,  John  M.,  was  born  in  Herkimer  county, 
ill  that  state.  He  was  a  contractor  upon  the  public  works  fif  the 
state.  He  remained  in  New  York  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1858.  He  married  Rosanna  DeLong,  who  was  of  French 
ancestry.  She  died  in  1852.  There  were  fourteen  children  born 
to  them,  eight  sons  and  six  daughters.  Seven  of  the  sons  are  still 
living.  Thaddeus  F.  is  the  seventh  son  and  the  twelfth  child.  He 
was  born  on  the  German  Flatts,  Herkimer  county.  New  York,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1842.  His  boyhood  days  were  .spent  at  home,  and  in 
the  fcliools  of  his  native  county.  His  father  being  an  invalid  and 
dying  while  Thaddeus  was  quite  young,  he  was  compelled  at  an 
early  age  to  provide  for  his  own  support.  The  first  work  he  did 
was  to  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store  in  Herkimer  village,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years.  He  then  came  west  to  Chicago,  and  from 
there  to  Sycamore,  in  DeKalli  county,  and  clerked  at  the  latter 
I)lace  one  winter,  then  came  to  Clinton,  in  DeWitt  county,  and  from 
there  in  1857,  went  into  the  Illinois  railroad  as  newsboy,  then  brakes- 
man, baggage  master  and  up  to  conductor.  He  remained  in  the 
cmplovment  of  the  Illinois  Central  road  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  "C,"  13th  Illinois 
Volunteers,  for  three  years.  Col.  J.  B.  Wyman  commanding.  He 
went  out  in  April,  1801,  under  the  three  months  calls,  and  was 
sworn  in  to  the  three  years  .service  on  the  4th  of  May  following. 
The  regiment  went  to  Caseyville,  near  St.  Louis,  laid  there  two 
weeks,  and  on  the  5th  of  July,  passed  through  St.  Louis  to  Rolla, 
IMissouri.  The  first  regular  battle  in  which  the  regiment  engaged, 
was  at  the  assault  on  Vicksburg,  in  December,  18G1,  in  which  they 
suffered  severely.  The  command  was  better  known  as  "  Wyman's 
Brigade."  They  were  more  familiarly  known  as  "  Wyman's  Grey 
Backs,"  from  the  fact  that  tlu-y  had  suits  of  rebel  grey,  one 
tliousanil  of  which  had  been  (-aptured  and  sent  to  them,  and  worn 
by  them  as  uniforms.  After  the  battle  of  Vicksburg,  the  command 
came  to  Arkansas  Post,  and  was  in  the  engagement  and  capture 
of  that  place,  after  which  they  went  to  JMemphis,  then  to  Pittsburg 
Landing,  and  from  there  followed  Sherman  in  his  famous  march  to 
the  sea.  After  the  battle  of  Vicksburg,  Mr.  Rasbach  was  taken 
sick  and  sent  into  hospital.  He  afterwards  went  with  the  regiment 
to  Arkansas  Post,  and  was  in  the  battle,  and  also  went  to  Pittsburg 
]>aniling.  There  he  again  was  sent  to  hospital,  and  from  there  was 
sent  home  on  a  forty  days  furlough.  His  furlough  expired  before 
he  recovered  ;  he  had  it  renewed,  and  when  it  again  expired,  his 
time  of  enlistment  was  out,  and  he  dirl   not  return  to  the  regiment. 
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He  never  fully  recovered  from  the  sickness  while  in  the  army,  and 
it  was  two  years  after  the  date  of  his  enlistment  expired  before  he 
gained  sufEeicnt  strength  to  help  himself.  His  discharge  bears  date 
.September  10,  1864.  The  first  winter  after  his  recovery  he  went 
back  on  the  Illinois  Central  railroad,  and  stayed  until  spring.  lu 
May,  1867,  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  sold  wooden- ware,  brooms 
and  brushes  for  his  brother  who  was  in  business  in  that  place.  He 
remained  ten  months,  then  went  to  Galveston  and  Houston,  Texas, 
and  went  to  work  on  the  Washington  branch  of  the  Houston  and 
Texas  Central  railroad  as  conductor,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years  there  and  on  the  main  line.  He  then  returned  north  and 
went  to  work  on  the  North  Division  of  the  Illinois  Central.  In 
1869,  he  was  sent  by  the  company  to  El  Paso,  as  yard-master.  He 
afterwards  was  assistant  in  the  freight  office,  and  took  charge  of  the 
baggage  for  the  I  C.  and  T.  P.  &  W.  railroads.  From  El  Paso 
in  April,  1871,  he  was  sent  to  Assumption  as  station  agent,  and  has 
been  here  up  to  the  present.  In  1874,  he  started  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness in  addition  to  his  other  duties,  which  he  also  continues.  Ou 
the  11th  of  October,  18^8,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mirs 
Elizabeth  Malone,  a  resident  of  Joe  Davis  county,  Illinois.  By  this 
marriage  there  has  been  two  children.  The  eldest,  Julia  May,  died 
in  her  ninth  year.  Edith  Estelle  is  yet  living,  a  bright  and  win- 
some child.  In  politics  Mr.  Rasback  is  a  republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Lodge  of  A.  F.  &  A.  51.,  No.  451,  Assumption, 
Illinois.  Both  he  and  his  wife  arc  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  is  a  temperate  man  and  an  advocate  of  the  cause.  In 
this  community  where  he  has  lived  for  a  number  of  yiars  he  is 
regarded  as  an  ujjright  and  honorable  man.  As  an  officer  and 
station  agent  he  is  polite,  aflable  and  accommodating,  and  gives 
good  satisfaction  to  the  patrons  of  the  road,  as  well  as  to  his  em- 
ployers. 


J.  A.  BRIDGE 
The  Bridge  family  on  the  paternal  .side  are  of  Irish  ancestry,  and 
on  the  maternal  German.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  native 
of  New  Jersey.  He  at  an  early  day  removed  to  Indiana,  where 
he  was  killed  by  the  Indians.  Thomas  Bridge,  his  son  and  father 
of  J.  A.  was  born  in  Butler  county,  Ohio.  He  is  a  farmer  and 
blacksmith.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Camden,  Preble  ccunty, 
Ohio.  He  married  Susan  Wolf,  who  was  born  in  the  same  county. 
Her  father,  John  Wolf  moved  from  Virginia  to  Ohio  at  an  earlv 
day,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  state.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  were  three  children,  two  boys  and  one  girl.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  the  first-born.  He  first  saw  the  light  of 
d.ay  in  Preble  county,  Ohio,  October  31,  1840.  His  youth  was 
spent  upon  the  farm  and  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county.  After 
receiving  a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools  he  spent  one 
year  in  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  When  the  war  broke  out 
he  was  among  the  first  to  enlist  under  the  first  three  months  call. 
He  was  a  member  of  Co.  "  F,"  20ih  Regt.  Ohio  Vols.  The  regiment 
was  ordered  to  West  Virginia,  and  remained  there  doing  provost 
duty  until  time  of  enlistment  expired,  when  they  were  mustered  out 
and  he  returned  home  and  remained  at  work  upon  the  farm 
until  1864,  when  he  again  enlisted  in  the  156th  Regt.,  O.  V.,  and 
did  duty  iu  Eastern  Virginia  and  Jlarylaud.  The  date  of  his 
enlistment  expired  in  1865.  He  then  returned  home  and  worked 
al  the  tanning  business  for  one  year  and  a  half.  In  the  spring  of 
1868  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Assumption.  Here  ho 
farmed  for  nine  months,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio  and  taught 
school  one  winter.  In  the  fall  of  1870  he  returned  to  Assumption 
and  went  to  work  on  the  elevator  that    was    then   building,  and 


afterwards  weighed  grain  for  Wilkinson  <fe  Co.  for  three  years, 
then  bought  grain  fur  Cornner,  afterward  lor  F.  (_).  Pigeon.  He 
continued  grain  buying  until  1877,  when  he  was  appointed  post- 
master. He  then  opened  a  stock  of  groceries  and  provisions  in 
connection  with  the  post-office,  and  slill  continues  in  that  trade. 

In  politics  he  has  been  a  republican  since  1864,  when  he  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  was  townjliip 
collector  for  six  years,  and  appointed  pott  master  in  1877,  and  now 
performs  the  duties  of  that  office  in  a  manner  acceptable  to  the 
citizens  of  Assumption  and  viciiiify.  He  is  a  respected  member  of 
Bromwell  Lodge  A.  F.  tt  A.  !M.  No.  451,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  since  1863. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1862,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
H.  F.  Mauzy.  She  is  a  native  of  Preble  county,  Ohio.  One  child, 
a  son  named  Herschel  L.,  is  the  fruit  of  this  union  ;  he  is  engaged 
in  farming.  Mrs.  Bridge  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
As  a  man  Mr.  Bridge  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  During  the  past  year  Mr.  Bridge  has  also  been  engaged  in 
buying  and  shipping  live  stoi-k. 


JAME5  RIDGE. 
Tuis  gentleman,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Assumption  township, 
is  a  native  of  England,  and  was  born  at  the  village  of  Stoke  Rivers, 
Devonshire,  on  the  11th  of  January,  1829.  His  father  was  James 
Ridge,  and  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Charity  Leworthey.  He 
was  raised  in  the  vicinity  where  he  was  born.  March  1st,  1851, 
he  married  Sarah  Tucker,  who  was  born  iu  the  adjoining  parish  of 
Swirabridge.  He  had  resolved  to  come  to  America,  and  consequentl  v 
left  England  April  3d,  1851,  and  landed  with  his  young  wife  at 
Quebec,  May  5th,  and  from  that  place  they  came  immediately  to 
Illinois;  an  elder  brother  of  his  wife  had  settled  in  Greene  count)-, 
of  this  State,  and  they  went  to  that  locality.  Mr.  Ridge  was  farm- 
ing then  until  the  spring  of  1860,  and  then  moved  on  a  tract  of 
land  which  he  had  purchased  the  preceding  fall  in  Christian  county. 
He  began  improving  this  tract.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
on  the  prairie  in  his  neighborhood.  Mr.  Ridge  has  since  been 
farming  in  Assmnp'.ion  township,  and  owns  two  huuc'reJ  and  seven- 
tv-six  acres  of  land.  He  has  two  children,  David  James,  who  is 
farming  for  himself  in  Assumption  township,  and  Sarah  Ann.  One 
child  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Ridge,  in  his  politics,  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  republican  party  ever  since  he  took  an  interest  in  public 
affairs.  His  fir^t  vote  for  President  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln 
Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  one  of  the  industrious  and  iii)right  citizens 
of  Asi-^umption  township. 


FRANCIS   D.   MALHIOT. 

The  Malliiots  were  principally  interested  in  the  cstablishnjcnt  of 
the  French  colony  at  A.ssumption.  The  family  came  from  France 
to  Canada  about  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  settled  at  St.  Peters, 
on  the  St.  Lawrence  river.  Michael  Malhiot,  the  father  of  F.  D. 
Malhiot,  was  born  at  St.  Peters,  and  took  as  his  wife  Marie  Louite 
Deraars. 

Francis  D.  Malhiot  was  born  on  the  6th  of  March,  1816,  and 
was  the  next  to  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  ten  children.  He  was 
raised  at  vSt.  Peters.  His  father  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  farmers 
of  that  part  of  Canada.  He  received  a  good  education,  and  began 
the  studv  of  law  soon  after  attaining  his  majority.  While  he  was 
a  student  in  the  law  office  the  rebellion  of  1837  broke  out,  and  he 
joined  his  fortunes  with  those  of  the  insurgents,  volunteering  in  a 
company  of  soldiers  raised  in  Montreal.     He  took  part  in  one  or 
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t«u  >l<innisli..<.  iHit  in  no  re-iihir  l.;iltlr.  \\\<  lir.>llnr,  K.  E  ^[;il- 
liiot,  \Ki-  u  i-ol.iiirl  in  llir  n  IpcI  forcrs.  ( '(iiiviiu-id  that  it  \vl\s  im- 
jio.-sililc  to  gain  tliiif  cuds  by  I'lirtlicr  ojipositiini  to  the  (.'lUiuiliMii 
govcrniiR'iit,  lie  ami  his  lirothcr  ^fougllt  wWv^v  in  thr  United  States, 
t-i)cii(liiig  the  «int<T  .it'  l,s:!7-.S.S  at  St.  Alliaiis,  Vermont.  He  alter- 
wai-iU  retlll-lle.l  to  Si.  I'eter.-,  and  live.l  there  till  1 S  ID,  when  he 
went  to  Lonisiana.  lli.s  hiother  wa<  ailiiiitted  to  |>raetiic  law  in 
that  >tati',  and  lieeani.'  a  lauyer  nt'  eonMiieralile  |:roniineiiee.  He 
ii'sid.d  on  a  plantation  in  A->uniption  jiari.-h.  Franeis  D  .Malhiot 
was  the  pi-ojii-iitoi-  ot'  a  hotel  at   I'aiueonitville,  in  the  |.ari>h  of  As- 

^nnijili for    three    years,   and    tinii    n  turned    to    (anada.      He 

liccame  the  owner  of  a  llour-mill  and  .si»-ndll  at  Arthahaskaville, 
near  St.  I'etcr.s.  f)n  the  lllsl  of  I-\  lirnary.  l.Sj:',,  he  was  ninted  in 
niarria.L'e,  at  St.  Peters,  to  ilarie  Zoe  Deland. 

In  1841),  the  year  of  the  {.nvat  excitement  etinsei|Uent  on  the  di- 
covcry  of  goltl  on  the  Pacific  coast,  he  wi  nt  to  (California.  Per 
llirce  years  and  a-lialf  he  wa.s  engaged  in  ndninu-  gold,  most  of  the 
time  Hear  Soiiora.  Hi.s  sncces.s  was  eniial  lo  that  of  mo>t  of  the 
g(dd  .se(kers  who  throngx'd  to  California  in  e.xpeetation  of  an  easy 
fortune.  (.)n  returning  to  Canada  he  built  another  saw-niill,  at 
N'ietoria,  on  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway.  He  had  lUie  flour-mill 
and  two  .saw-mills  in  operation  at  the  same  time. 

In  the  year  1857  his  brother,  E  E.  Malhiot,  purchased  thirty  si  ctious 
(jf  land,  mostly  in  Assumption  townshiji.  Christian  co  ,  Ills.  Francis 
D.  Malhiot  bought  one  section.  They  brought  from  Canada  abou  t  one 
hundred  French  families,  anil  settled  them  on  difi'ercnt  portions  of 
these  tracts  of  land.  The  history  of  this  colony  is  already  well 
known  to  the  people  of  the  ciainty,  iind  is  spoken  of  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  !Many  of  the  French  iamilies  still  reside  in  that  part  of 
the  county.  The  land  was  purchased  from  the  Illinois  Coiitral 
Railroad  Companv.  They  founded  the  t  jwn  of -Vssuinption,  re- 
ceiving its  name  from  the  parish  of  Assumption,  in  Louisiana,  in 
which  Colonel  E.  E.  Malhiot  had  his  home.  The  former  name  of 
the  railroad  station  was  Tacusa.  The  house  which  Mr.  ]\Ialhiot 
now  occupies  was  the  first  built  on  the  prairie  i:i  A.ssiimption  town- 
ship, and  he  has  lived  in  it  since  18.57. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malhiot  have  had  eleven  cliildren,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Marie  Louise,  now  the  wife  of  Lawrence  Panneton, 
of  Assumption  town.slHp;  Theodule  P.,  now  in  the  inercaiitile  busi- 
ness at  Radford;  Arthur,  who  died  of  consumption,  in  1872,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three ;  Marie  Melvina,  whose  de.ith  occurred  in  the 
year   1875,  at   the  tige  of   twenty-twii;    (_'lara   jMarie,   Philip  X, 


l-'raneis  1^  ,  Adele  Marie,  Marie  Margaret,  Eugene  Alphonse,  and 
(lidcfin  Henry. 

Politically,  the  Malhiot  family  has  been  attached  to  the  demo- 
cratic partv  ever  since  their  residence  in  the  United  States,  and  all 
its  nundiers  vote  that  ticket.  E.  E-  IMaihiot  died  in  Assumption 
tow  n-liip,  in  1875,  and  his  family  now  reside  in  Louisiana.  Francis 
I).  Malhiot,  since  his  residence  in  this  county,  has  been  altogether 
engaged  in  liirming.  He  has  been  eiiie  of  the  best  citizens  of  As- 
sumption township,  and  is  held  in  much  respect  for  his  many  excel- 
lent traits  of  character.  Though  he  has  jiassed  the  vigor  of  youth, 
lie  is  fond  of  travel,  and  po.ssesses  some  of  that  sjiirit  of  adventure 
whieh  seems  to  be  never  wholly  absent  from  the  French-Canadian 
lilood.  After  the  discovery  of  gohl  at  the  Black  Hills,  he  went  out 
to  that  licality,  more  for  recreation  and  with  the  ]iurpose  of  regain- 
ing his  health  than  with  the  object  of  seeking  gold,  ;,nd  spent  four 
months  there  during  the  year  1877. 

THEODULE   F.   MALHIOT 

Was  born  at  St.  Peters,  Canada,  on  the  11th  of  Augu-st,  184G,  and 
is  the  oldest  son,  and  the  third  child,  of  a  family  of  eleven  children. 
He  lived  in  Camida  till  1857,  when  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
t  hristiau  county.  He  attended  scliool  in  Canada  before  leaving 
that  countrv,  and  the  public  schools  of  Assumption  after  coming  to 
this  couutv.  For  two  years  he  was  a  student  at  St.  Joseph  College, 
at  Teiitopolis,  in  Effingham  county.  He  was  seventeen  years  old 
when  he  left  that  institution,  and  afterward  attended  a  course  at 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial  College,  at  Springfield,  with  the 
purpose  of  fitting  himself  for  a  mercantile  career.  After  leavintr 
school  he  was  employed  fir  a  time  on  his  father's  farm.  From 
l.SCiS  to  1.S7(.)  he  was  in  L  uiisiana,  spending  the  time  principally  on 
his  uncle's  plantation  in  A.ssumption  parish.  In  the  year  1871, 
after  returning  to  Illinois,  he  formed  a  partner-ship  with  Alphonse 
Pigeon,  and  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  A.ssumption 
under  the  firm  name  of  Pigeon  &  Malhiot.  After  carrying  on  this 
business  a  year  he  returned  to  his  father's  farm,  and  was  engaged 
ill  farming  till  the  summer  of  1878.  At  that  date  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  F  O.  Pigeon,  and  opened  a  store  at  Radford,  a 
station  on  the  Illinois  Central  road,  north  of  Assumption.  He  has 
since  been  engaged  in  business  at  that  point,  and  is  known  as  a 
]iopular  and  successful  business  man.  Beside  selling  goods  the  firm 
have  been  employed  quite  largely  in  buying  grain,  and  have  made 
Ra  Iford  quite  an  important  trading  point. 


>}^-tr^^- 


B  U  (;  K  Pi  A  R  'V    T  O  AV  N  S  H 1  V\ 


UCII  of  genuine  historic  importance  and  interest  clusters 
around  old  Buckhart,  for  it  was  within  its  boundaries, 
that  some  of  the  earliest  settlements  in  the  county  were 
made.  It  was  not  surveyed  by  the  government  until 
1821,  after  which,  for  several  years,  the  emigrants  exercised  "squat- 
ters' "  rights. 

The  towiishiii  of  Buckhart  is  situated  in  the  north-west  part  of 
the  county,  and,  as  now  organizeil,  it  contains  all  of  town.  14  X., 
range  2  \V..  and   that   part  of  town.  14   N.,  range   '■',   \V.,  that    lies 


cast  and  north  of  the  South  I'ork  of  the  Sangamon  river, —  which 
forms  the  western  boundary. 

Buckhart  creek  enters  town.  14  K.,  range  2  '\V.,  in  section  24, 
and  crosses  in  a  north- westeruly  direction,  passing  out  on  the  north 
of  section  five.  There  are  several  small  affluents  of  the  South  Fork 
flowing  through  the  western  jnirt  of  the  township,- all  of  which 
give  a  supply  of  water  for  .-took  purposes,  and  afford  a  good 
drainage. 

Thei'e  is  a  belt   of  timber,  ranging   from   one  to    three    miles   in 
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width,  along  the  east  side  of  the  South  Fork,  and  also  small  patches 
scattered  along  Buckhart  creek.  The  surface  is  a  rolling  prairie. 
The  soil  is  a  deep  black  loam,  very  fertile  and  productive. 

The  Springfield  division  of  the  O.  &  M.  Railroad  enters  Buck- 
hart  township  in  section  31,  at  Sharpsburg,  and  passes  out  of  the 
county  at  Carapbellsburg. 

On  the  organization  of  the  county,  that  part  of  its  territory  em- 
braced within  town.  14  N.,  range  3  W.,  was  for  many  years  incor- 
porated into  the  West  and  South  Fork  precincts,  for  voting  pur- 
poses. But  as  the  county  increased  in  population,  and  taking  into 
account  the  inconvenience  of  crossing  the  river  at  times,  the  county 
court  formed  a  new  precinct,  based  on  the  petition  of  I.  A.  Ilalfird 
and  fifty-seven  otlier  legal  voters,  on  the  seventh  nf  March,  1855, 
and  named  it  Buckhart. 

It  was  bounded  as  follows  : — "  Beginning  at  the  point  where  the 
range  line,  between  ranges  two  and  three,  intersect  on  the  north 
with  the  Sangamon  river  ;  thence  south  on  said  liue  to  Buckhart 
creek  ;  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  line  dividing  section  thirty-two 
and  thirty-three,  town.  15 — 2  W. ;  thence  south  on  section  line  di- 
viding town.  14  and  15  north  ;  thence  east  to  the  north-east  corner 
of  section  three,  town.  14 — 2  W. ;  thence  south  four  miles  to  the 
Taylorville  precinct  line,  or  the  south-east  corner  of  section  22, 
town.  14 — 2  W.  ;  thence  west  on  said  precinct  line,  until  it  strikes 
the  South  Fork  of  the  Sangamon  river ;  thence  down  the  river  to 
the  county  line,  and  thence  along  the  west  and  north  boundaries  of 
the  county  to  the  place  of  beginning."  The  house  of  John  George 
on  section  11,  town.  14  N.,  range  3  W.,  was  designated  as  the  place 
of  holding  elections.  John  Fiery,  Peter  Porter  and  Beuj.  Harris 
were  selected  the  first  judges  of  election  ;  Wm.  P.  Hazlett  and 
Daniel  De  Camp  were  elected  justices  of  the  peace,  and  C.  W.  Gra- 
ham and  M.  H.  Berry,  constables,  June  4th,  1855.  It  was  subse- 
quently changed  to  its  present  limits. 

FIKST    SETTLEMENT.S 

Of  this  township,  as  at  jiresent  limited,  were  as  follows  : — Titus 
Gragg,  who  came  to  the  count}'  in  1820,  erected  a  cabin  and  made 
some  improvements,  bordering  on  the  edge  of  the  timber,  a  little 
south  of  the  present  site  of  Campbellsburg,  and  on  the  farm  subse- 
quently owned  by  John  L.  Cagle.  When  Samuel  Williams  emi- 
grated to  Sangamon  county  in  1821,  it  was  the  only  cabin  he  came 
across,  and  slept  in,  after  leaving  the  Wabash  river,  near  Terre 
Haute.  Titus  Gragg  was  a  brother  of  "  Jake  "  Gragg,  mentioned 
in  the  South  Fork  township  history.  He  was  a  blacksmith,  and  did 
smithing  for  the  early  settlers.  The  whole  of  this  family,  with  one 
exception,  David  B.  Gragg,  a  grandson,  died  very  suddenly,  and  it 
is  thought  very  mysteriously.  They  all  lie  side-b3'-side  on  the  same 
farm,  with  no  stone  to  mark  the  spot.  Their  memory  was  perpetu- 
ated for  a  time,  by  some  kind  friend  who  carved  their  names  in  the 
bark  of  an  overshadowing  forest  tree,  which  marked  the  spot  for 
years. 

Wm.  McCallister  was  a  pioneer  settler  as  early  as  1824.  He  set- 
tled and  improved  the  James  Weeden  farm,  a  mile  north-west  of 
Edinburg.  His  family  consisted  of  himself,  his  wife  and  two  sons. 
The  father,  mother,  and  one  of  the  sons  died  at  this  place.  The 
surviving  son  was  taken  and  kindly  cared  for  by  Shadrack  J. 
Campbell ;  and  was  taken  afterward  b}-  an  uncle  to  Missouri,  and 
never  heard  from  since.  He  was  sole  heir  to  fortv  acres  of  land, 
which  was  sold  for  taxes. 

John  and  Joseph  Brown  settled  in  1825.  They  entered  the  W. 
half  of  S.  W.  quarter  of  section  3,  town.  14 — 3  W.,  October  30th, 
1829,  and  sold  it  to  Esquire  Shad.  J.  Campbell,  March  30th,  1832, 
25 


for  $275.  Abner  and  Joseph  McLean  also  came  in  1825,  and 
settled  the  Blue  Point  farm,  now  owned  by  Daniel  De  Camp. 

Wm.  Bragg  settled  a  little  below  Campbell's  Point  in  1825. 

Wm.  George  and  John  George  settled  in  1827. 

Shadrack  J.  Campbell  and  Robert  Hazlett  came  in  1829. 

.John  Warrick  settled  below  Campbell's  Point,  and  was  known 
as  "  the  tall  man,"  and  a  great  bee-hunter. 

In  1829,  David  Stokes  emigrated  from  Todd  county,  Kentucky, 
and  settled  below  Campbell's  Point,  erected  a  cabin  and  improved 
a  farm,  where  he  died  in  1844.  He  raised  a  large  family.  Iverson 
Stokes,  his  son,  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Campbellsburg,  and 
is  familiarly  known  in  the  county.  The  cabin  of  old  father  Stokes 
was  used  for  man_v  years  by  the  Predestinarian  Baptists,  for  hold- 
ing their  meetings.  Elders  Kit  Stafford  and  Aaron  Vandeveer 
officiating. 

Besides  thnse  already  named,  John  L.  Cagle,  David  Cagle,  Wm. 
Harvey.  Alfred  Bishop  and  Henry  Blount,  were  here  before  the 
deep  snow. 

It  is  related  by  Robert  Hazlett  that  during  the  winter  of  the 
deep  snow,  large  lots  of  water-melons,  stowed  away  in  corn  shocks 
b}'  the  boys  in  the  early  fall,  were  frozen  solid.  In  March  they 
were  taken  and  thawed  out  by  letting  them  down  in  the  well,  and 
they  proved  to  be  as  sweet  and  fresh  as  when  first  picked  from  the 
vines. 

Moses  Martin  improved  and  lived  on  the  old  Jesse  Hauon 
farm,  two  miles  south-west  of  Edinburg.  He  was  an  old  settler ;  a 
widower  with  nine  children,  and  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He 
moved  to  Arkansas  in  1840.  James  Radford,  his  neighbor,  was 
another  pioneer,  and  lived  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  George  W. 
Gawin. 

William  Bennefield  settled  near  Campbell's  Point,  and  at  one 
time  owned  a  distillery.  Afterward  he  moved  to  the  Blue  Point 
farm,  where  in  company  with  J.  M.  Wilkinson,  he  raised  a  crop  in 
1835.  The  winter  previous  he  built  a  flat-boat,  near  Darling's 
mill,  on  the  North  Fork,  loaded  it  with  three  hundred  barrels  of 
flour,  and  went  down  the  Sangamon  to  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
thence  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  sold  the  flour  and  realized  a  fair 
profit.     On  a  second  trip  he  died  with  cholera. 

In  1834  James  Weeden  emigrated  from  Tenn.,  settled  and 
improved  the  farm  now  owned  by  William  W.  Halford,  his  step- 
son, adjacent  to  Blueville.  James  Halford  came  to  the  county  at 
the  same  time  with  James  Weeden.  They  had  much  sickness,  and 
a  singular  fatality  attended  these  two  fiimilies  during  the  first  year 
after  their  arrival. 

Both  families  were  domiciled  in  the  same  cabin.  James  Halford, 
a  daughter  and  two  sons  died  of  the  same  fatal  raaladv,  commonly 
called  "milk  sickness."  In  James  Weeden's  family,  his 
wife,  a  son  and  a  Miss  Mary  Ann  Hammond,  residing  with 
them,  all  died  within  the  space  of  one  week,  apparently  with 
the  same  disease.  It  is  said  that  five  of  them  lay  dead  on  the 
same  day. 

THE    FIKST    SCHOOL-HOUSE 

of  the  settlement  was  below  "  Campbell's  Point,"  on  Joseph 
Matthews'   land. 

The  first  day-school  was  taught  by  Robert  White,  and  was  a 
"  pay-school." 

In  those  days  it  was  customary  for  school-teachers  to  "  board 
around  "  among  their  employers,  whether  as  a  "  pay-school  "  or  so 
much  a  month.  From  .58  to  $10  per  month,  or  -SI. 50  a  scholar  per 
quarter,  was  "reckoned"  a  fair  compensation. 

The  Rev.  J.  M.  Peck,  an  itinerant  Sunday  school  agent,  passing 
this  way  from  Shelbyville  to  Springfield  at  an  early  date,  says  in 
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hisroport:  "  I  organized  a  Suiiday-s.-I]n,,l  at  thf  lilaek  Jack  school- 
house,  not  far  from  '  CaniphellV  Point.'  \^ith  fifteen  scholars." 
There  were  also  churches  organized  during  the  fir.^t  settlement,  the 
history  of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  ecclesiastical  chapter  of  this 
work.  Al.-o  nuich  of  tiu-  history  of  the  churches  and  schools  may 
be  found  in  the  tmvn.^,  written  liclow. 

INDIANS. 

During  the  early  settlenieiits  of  Buckhart  there  were  many 
Indians  loitering  around  this  section  of  country,  which  was  then 
included  within  the  limits  of  Sangamon  county,  as  was  most  of 
Christian  at  that  time. 

They  were  at  times  very  troublesome  and  annoying.  Their  u.-^ual 
mode  of  fighting  the  pale-faces  was  in  tlie  free  use  of  sticks  and 
stones. 

The  chiefs  name  was  •'  Bas-se-na,"  or  probably  JMa-she-na,  wlio 
it  is  alleged  signed  the  treaty  at  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk  war, 
on  the  loth  of  February,  1833.  These  Indians  were  mostly  Kiek- 
apoos.  Thev  were  usually  very  polite  ;  only  one  of  their  number 
spoke  at  a  time. 

At  one  time  near  "  Campbell's  Point  "  a  number  of  them  had 
some  difficulty  with  Jake  Gragg,  who  it  seems  got  the  better  of 
them.  They  fled  across  the  South  Fork  to  Esquire  Miller's,  im])lor- 
ing  his  i)roteetion,  as  "  Jake  was  after  them  with  a  sack  full  of 
sticks."  They  looked  upon  the  Esijuire  as  a  kind  of  legal  pro- 
tector. 

"  Bas-se-na,"  the  chief,  and  some  of  his  tribe  had  a  fight  with 
William  Wallis  east  of  Taylorville,  using  clubs  and  stones  pretty 
freely.  He  had  the  copper-colored  tribe  arrested  and  taken  before 
Esquire  Campbell.  They  were  fined  five  dollars  and  costs.  Bas- 
se-na  paid  the  fine  and  asked  for  a  receipt,  whereupon  the  following 
collocjuy  ensued  : 

Esquire — "  Indian,  you  don't  want  any  receipt  ;  it  is  entered  on 
my  docket  and  never  can  come  up  against  you  again." 

Indian — "I  pays  you  the  monev  ;  will  you  give  me  a  recei))t'?" 

Esquire — "I  tell  you  that  you  don't  want  any,  for  it's  settled  on 
the  docket." 

Indian — "  White  man  say  Indian  steal,  Esquire  say  me  steal. 
I  say  me  no  steal,  but  me  pay  um  ;  now  give  Indian  receipt?" 

Esquire — "  Since  you  insist  on  it,  if  you  will  give  me  a  good  rea- 
son for  wanting  it,  I'll  give  you  one." 

Indian — "Well,  when  me  die  me  spec'  to  go  to  the  Great 
Spirit's  home.  Werry  well,  when  me  gets  to  the  gate  Peter  says  : 
'  Go  away,  Indian,  you  steal.'  I  say,  '  Werry  well,  what  if  I  does, 
don't  I  pay  um  ?'  Peter  says,  'Show  um  receipt,'  and  if  I  don't 
have  um  I  shall  be  forceil  to  go  back  and  look  through  hell  to  find 
Esquire  Campbell,  to  prove  Indian  pay  um." 

The  first  lands  entered  in  Buckhart  were  as  follows:  March  10, 
1827,  Jacob  Cagle,  E.  half  of  N.  W.  quarter  section  10,  Tp.  14—3, 
80  acres;  August  21,  1827,  Leonard  Burch,  W.  half  of  N.  E. 
quarter  section  10,  Tp.  14—3,  80  acres;  in  Tp.  14—2,  October  IG, 

1829,  Robert  Smith,  E.  half  of  S.  E.  quarter  section  4,  80  acres; 
Nov.  9,  1829,  Patterson  Heaton,  E.  half  of  S.  W.  quarter  section  4, 
80  acres,  and  AV.  half  of  S.  E   quarter  section  4,  80  acres;  Jan.  4, 

1830,  Joseph  Denton,  E.  half  (jf  lot  2,  S.  AV.  ,|uarter  section  30, 
72.30  acres. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  all  the  officers  since  township  organiza- 
tion ; 

Supervisors — John  Sharp,  elected  1866;  John  George,  1867;  re- 
elected 18G8;  John  Sharp,  1869;  Joseph  Kemmercr,  1870;  G.  R. 
Sharp,  1871,  and  has  been  re-elected  each  succeeding  year;  James 
Masice,  1880. 


Assessors — Joseph  Kemmerer,  elected  1866;  G.  R.  Sharp,  1867; 
C.  I.  Lockwood,  1868;  G.  R.  Sharp,  18fi9;  J.  F.  Davis,  1870; 
Martin  Whitesell,  1871 ;  J.  M.  Campbell,  1872  ;  C.  I.  Lockwood, 
1873;  D.  C.  Carlin,  1874;  J.  M.  Campbell,  1875,  re-elected  1876 
and  '77  ;  L.  D.  Peek,  1878;  Wm.  Wyscarver,  1879,  re-elected,  1880. 

Town  Clerks — Iverson  Stokes,  elected  1866;  J.  M.  Chandler, 
1807,  re-elected  1868  and  '69;  J.  T.  Davis,  1870,  re-elected  1871  ; 
James  F.  Davis,  1872;  G.  W.  Greathard,  1873;  S.  R.  Burns,  1874, 
re-elected  1875  and  '76;  J.  R.  Hill,  1877;  I.  N.  Martin,  1878;  C. 
A.  Prater,  1879,  and  re-elected  1880. 

Collectors — Hiram  Power,  elected  1866;  Hiram  ( )rr,  1867;  John 
E.  Prater,  1868;  B.  K.  Prater,  1869;  G.  R.  Shar]),  1870;  Jas.  M. 
Chandler,  1871,  re-elected  1872  and  '73;  G.  W.  Greathard,  1874, 
re-elected  1875  and  '76;  S.  R.  Burns,  1877;  G.  C.  Wilkinson,  1878, 
re-elected  1879;  S.  R.  Burns,  1880. 

Coiiiinissioiiers  of  Highways — A.  M.  Halford,  H.  H.  Sharp  and 
L.  Ilcinlcin,  elected  1866;  E.  Pope,  1867;  Martin  Miller,  1868; 
W.  B.  Lilhird,  1869  ;  Israel  Baughman,  1870  ;  Frank  George,  1871 ; 
H.  T.  Gardner,  1872;  L  Baughman,  1873;  F.  George,  1874;  H.  T. 
Gardner,  1875;  I.  Baughman,  1876;  T.  B.  Hill,  1877;  H.  T. 
Gardner,  1878;  M.  Adrian,  1879;  Fred.  Reed,  1880. 

Justices  of  the  Peace — J.  E.  Hartsook,  W.  B.  Cobb,  elected  1S66  ; 
J.  W.  Johnson,  J.  E.  Hartsock.  1870;  David  Williams,  E.  Heinleiu, 
1873;  J.  Brubeck,  W.  T.  Baker,  1876;  J.  M.  Chandler,  Alex. 
Matthews,  1877. 

Constables— Wm.  Harris,  A.  J.  Odeuwelder,  1866;  A.  W.  Hal- 
ford,  L.  Heinlein,  1870;  J.  T.  Chandler,  C.  Heinleiu,  1873;  M. 
Nester,  M.  Huxley,  1876;  Peter  Scheib,  J.  D.  Hurt,  1877;  Eli 
Matthews,  1878. 

kobin.son's  point. 

This  was  a  small  hamlet,  located  at  the  head  of  the  timber,  six 
miles  north  of  Taylorville,  and  two  miles  east  of  Sharpsburg.  In  ■ 
early  years  it  was  noted  on  the  maps  as  "Bethany."  It  had  a  post-  ' 
office  by  that  name,  and  David  Robinson,  who  gave  it  the  name  of 
Robinson's  Point,  was  post-master.  The  great  Eastern  stage  passed 
daily  by  it,  on  the  public  highway  from  Shelbyville  to  Springfield. 
Mr.  Robinson  kept  a  store,  and  sold  goods  in  this  place  for  over  two 
years  in  1835-6-7.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  store  in  the 
county.  It  is  said  Mr.  Robinson  was  too  ambitious  to  become  rich, 
and  speculated  largely  in  stock,  and  failed,  involving  some  of  his 
securities. 

The  store-house  stood  for  many  years  near  the  residence  of  the 
late  John  Langdon,  but  it  has  since  been  moved,  and  now  forms  a 
part  of  the  residence  of  J.  M.  Redfern,  the  present  owner  of  the 
land,  on  which  was  located  the  town  of  Bethany,  more  popularly 
known  as  "  Robinson's  Point." 

BLUE    POINT 

Was  one  of  the  old  "  land  marks"  of  the  county,  and  was  familiarly 
known  to  the  traveling  public,  half  a  century  ago.  It  was  one  of 
Allen  &  Co.'s  prominent  Eastern  stage  stands.  The  old  Traveller's 
Inn,  with  its  porch  in  front,  now  the  residence  of  Daniel  De  Camp, 
was  built  by  Robert  Allen,  of  Springfield,  in  1838.  The  land  on 
which  this  house  was  built,  and  Edinburg  located,  was  entered  by 
Abner  and  Joseph  McLean  in  1829,  and  by  them  conveyed  to 
Archibald  and  Robert  Sattley,  Jan.  7,  1832,  and  they  to  others. 
In  the  chain  of  title,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  owner  of  it  at  one  time. 
Robert  Allen  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the  land  in  Aug.  1837. 
Abner  and  Joseph  McLean  "squatted"  on  the  land,  and  made 
some  improvements  in  1825.  A  "  squatter's  title  "  was  as  much  re- 
spected in  those  days,  as  a  land-office  certificate  is  to-day. 

Blue  Point  stage  stand  was  twenty  miles  distant  from  Springfield. 
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A  public  house  was  opened,  as  early  as  1830.  As  was  the  custom, 
this  house  had  a  well-furnished  side-board.  The  laws  of  1833 
required  that  those  who  kept  a  public  house  and  bar,  should  take 
out  license  to  sell  spirituous  liquors  ;  that  they  should  give  bond  to 
the  county  commissioners'  court,  that  they  would  provide  to  keep 
lodging,  diet  and  provender  sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  four 
persons  and  their  horses  ;  that  if  they  gave  credit  for  au  aiiiuunt 
exceeding  lift}'  cents,  for  liquor,  they  should  be  debarred  from  re- 
covering the  excess  by  law  ;  nor  should  they  charge  a  traveler  more 
than  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  pint  for  whisky;  or  eighteen  and 
three-fourths  cents  for  a  pint  of  brandy.  The  customary  charge 
for  meals  to  those  traveling  in  the  stage  was  twenty-five  cents;  the 
way-traveler  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  meal.  Supper,  ludging, 
breakfast  and  keeping  horse,  fifty  cents. 

There  was  a  post-office  established  here  as  early  as  ISolJ.  The 
first  store  was  opened  by  Dr.  8.  J.  Jerald. 

BLUEVILLE. 

This  town  sprang  up  about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  Blue  Point 
stage  stand.  At  one  time  considerable  business  was  done  at  this 
point,  and  several  houses  were  erected.  There  being  a  demand  for 
lots,  it  was  surveyed  by  Richard  !M.  Powel,  count}'  .surveyor,  for 
Wm.  W.  Halford,  June  1,  1870.  It  was  laid  out  near  the  centre 
of  Section  14,  T.  14 — 3.  The  streets  were  from  50  to  60  feet  in 
width,  and  named  Douglas,  Logan,  etc.  Lick  Creek  branch  runs 
through  a  portion  of  the  town.  The  first  store  was  opened  bv  W. 
T.  Houston.  Edgar  Chapman  opened  the  first  drug  store  in  April, 
1868,  in  the  west  end  of  the  place. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Flar/,  of  August  26,  1867,  sa3's: — "  This 
place  is  the  centre  of  a  considerable  countrv  trade,  one  little  store 
in  it  having  sold  over  §11,000  worth  of  goods  within  a  vear.  There 
are  now  two  stores,  owned  separately  by  Houston  and  Carlin. 
There  is  a  blacksmith  shop  and  plow  manufactory,  both  of  which 
are  under  the  care  of  Cook  &  Cobb." 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Chapel,  which  was  erected  in  1866,  in 
the  extreme  west  end  of  the  town,  was  removed  to  Edinburg  in 
1875.  J.  H.  Hatfield  was  the  first  preacher.  The  town  also  con- 
tained a  neat  two  story  brick  school-house.  The  first  teachers 
were :  W.  C.  Shivers,  principal,  and  Miss  M.  Cireenwood,  assistant. 

The  first  physician  was  H.  T.  Moore. 

The  first  Board  of  Trustees  were :  W.  W.  Halford,  president ; 
"W.  Harrold,  clerk ;  J.  W.  Houston,  Isaac  Hart,  S.  W.  Denny, 
and  R.  H.  AVeeden.  Police  Magistrate. — John  L.  Culver.  Con- 
stable.—A..  W.  Halford. 

EDINBURG. 

This  is  the  most  thriving  town  between  Taylorville  and  Spring- 
field. It  is  located  on  the  south-east  corner  of  Section  14,  T.  14 — 3, 
and  was  surveyed  March  26,  1870,  by  John  McGuire,  for  Daniel 
De  Camp,  on  the  old  Blue  Point  site.  It  is  beautifully  situated  in 
the  edge  of  the  timber,  on  high  rolling  land.  Its  streets  are  from 
70  to  100  feet  wide,  and  are  named  Washington  Avenue,  Lincoln, 
Douglas,  etc.  A  small  stream  called  Lick  creek,  passes  through 
the  centre. 

Blueville,  being  the  oldest  place,  a  rivalry  naturally  sprang  up 
between  them,  but  was  eventually  settled  by  merging  the  two  into 
one  under  the  name — Edinburg.  This  was  accomplished  by  a  meet- 
ing of  the  two  Boards  of  Trustees  August  8,  1874,  at  which  time 
they  voted  unanimously  for  the  consolidation,  and  the  two  towns 
have  since  been  under  one  corporation. 

The  intervening  space  is  being  filled  up  with  improvements,  and 
in  a  few  years  it  will  have  the  appearance  of  but  one  town. 

The  land  on  which  Edinburg  is  located  was  entered  in  1829. 


After  several  transfers,  as  mentioned  elsewhere,  it  was  purchased  by 
Daniel  De  Camp,  in  February,  1851. 

The  town  is  ten  miles  distant  from  Taylorville,  and  twenty  from 
Springfield. 

During  the  first  year  of  its  existence  ( 1870 ),  the  town  made  quite 
a  vigorous  growth.  Several  very  neat  residences  and  business 
houses  were  erected,  and  the  trade  opened  with  flattering  prospects. 

The  first  house  was  built  by  Daniel  De  Camp  in  the  spring  of 
1870.  Mumford  Pool  erected  and  opened  the  first  store,  about  the 
same  time. 

Mr.  De  Camp  also  erected  a  h(jtel,  and  tiie  first  blacksmith  shop, 
and  had  them  occupied  during  the  spring  of  1870. 

The  first  grain  warehouse  and  elevator  was  built  by  G.  H. 
Peebles,  in  the  summer  of  1871. 

Tiio  first  physician  located  here  was  Gusham  Little,  M.  D.,  in  the 
year  1870.  The  post-office  was  established  in  1871,  and  Daniel 
De  Camj)  was  the  first  post-master,  and  has  continued  to  hold  the 
office  ever  since.  Joseph  Gegan  taught  the  first  school  in  1870. 
The  first  and  only  school-house  built  in  the  original  part  of  Edin- 
burg was  in  1863,  by  the  district,  and  is  now  used  by  the  Edinburg 
schools.  There  is  also  a  two-story  brick  school-house  in  the  Blue- 
ville division. 

The  Methodist  church,  first  erected  west  of  Blueville,  in  1866, 
was  moved  to  Edinburg  in  1875,  repainted  and  otherwise  improved. 
On  the  16th  of  February,  1876,  the  first  bell  in  the  town  was  placed 
in  the  belfry  and  rang  out  its  peals  on  the  following  Sunday. 

The  ('hristian  church  was  built  in  1872,  at  a  cost  of  -$3,000.  It 
is  a  frame  structure  30x60  feet,  and  neatly  finished.  The  building 
was  somewhat  damaged  by  a  tornado,  which  swept  through  the 
town  in  1875. 

The  town  was  incorporated  under  the  general  village  law,  in 
1873,  and  the  following  were  the  first  Board  of  Trustees:  Daniel 
De  Camp,  President;  I.  N.  Martin,  James  ]M.  Campbell,  A.  D.  F. 
Kcmmerer,  Henry  Wilhte,  G.  H.  Peebles,  E.  R.  White,  Clerk;  Wra. 
Wyscarver,  Treasurer;  J.  W.  Johnson,  Police  Magistrate ;  C.  M. 
De  Camp,  Police  Constable. 

The  present  Board  of  Trustees  are :  J.  C.  Robinson,  President ; 
Geo.  P.  Herrington,  L.  C.  Carlin,  W.  W.  Halford,  J.  B.  Eaton,  J. 
L.  Lind.sey,  I.  S.  Goldman,  Clerk;  C.  L.  Carroll,  Treasurer :  J.  W. 
Johnson,  PoZ(c«  Magistrate ;  T.  B.  Hill,  Police  Constable. 

Blueville  Lodge,  No.  647,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  was  chartered  in 
1870.     Number  of  charter  members  thirteen. 

First  Officers— F.  E.  Williams,  W.  M. ;  L.  C.  Carlin,  S.  W. ;  I. 
Stokes,  J.  W. ;  G.  H.  Peebles,  S.  D. ;  J.  L.  Culver,  J.  D. ;  C.  G. 
Houston,  Treas. ;  W.  T.  Houston,  Sec. ;  G.  Ralston,  Tyler. 

Present  Officers.— S.  L.  Reefey,  W.  M. ;  L.  C.  Carlin,  S.  W. ;  E. 
R.  White,  J.  W. ;  H.  T.  Gardner,  Treas. ;  Wm.  Wyscarver,  Sec. ; 
I.  Stokes,  S.  D.  ;  G.  W.  Wolaver,  J.  D. :  M.  P.Trame,  Tyler. 
Total  membership  thirty-seven. 

Below  is  a  list  of  the  present  business  houses  of  the  town  : 

Physicians — C.  L.  Carroll,  Basil  Greenwood,  J.  M.  Alden. 

Attorney-at-Law — W.  T.  Houston. 

General  Stores — Alex.  Dixson,  J.  X.  Cantrill,  J.  AV.  Stuver  & 
Co. 

Grocery  Stores — Mason,  Peek  &  Son,  Buckner  Black. 

Drugs,  Xotions  and  Grain  Mercluints — Browuback  Brothers. 

Drugs  and  Notions — Geo.  W.  Milligan. 

Hardware,  Furniture  and  Undertaking — Magee  and  Carlin. 

Bank — Geo.  P.  Herrington. 

Grain   and   Lumber  Dealers — Price  and  Wilkinson. 

Grain  Dealer — J.  B.  Eaton. 

Livery  and  Agricidtural  Implements — George  C.  Wilkinson. 
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Jicntaunnd  and  Boardiiu/  Houxe — Jnhii  H.   Hifhanlsdii. 

liestaurwits-'il>.-m-\  H.-iikes.  Th(.iii;i^  ]?ell. 

Tin  Shop — J.  i\l.  Kttterer. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Shops — Win.  Ilarrdld,  Jesse  Williams. 

Jewelers  and  J'liotocjrajilurs — Gi)lilnian  and  Graham. 

Harne&i  Shop — A.  Loniiatlia. 

Millineri/  and  Dnsg  .lA, /,/»;/— Mrs.  Nellie  ^^'vs,•a^ver.  Miss  J. 
Patterson,  Mrs.  M.  JleGiirtiii. 

Blacksmith  Shops — -Jolm  L.  Lindsey,  Jonathan  W.  Cook.  Wni. 
Di.x 

Wayon  Mnkci-~~.]o\m\).  Picree. 
Blacksmith  and  Wa.jon  J/,/,-c(— John  .M.  Ailams. 
Cooper — yilas  Matthews. 

Carpenters — R.  K.  Johnson,  Stephen  Hnnsley,  Juscph  Patterson, 
John  Westbrooks,  Stephen  Williams,  I.  N.  i\[artin. 
Brick  Maker — John  Robinson. 
Brick  Mason— M.  Whitenaek. 

Hovxe,  Sign  and  Ornamental  I'aiutrr — lionin  A:  ."Staples. 
Butcher  Shops — John  Y.  Easley,  George  Ohlensclilager. 
Barber  Shops — Wra.  Hayes,  Charles  Lawrence. 
Srwin;/  Mai'hinr  Ai/cnis  -Charles  Lawrence,  J.  H.  Love  &  Bro. 
The  popuhitiiin  nt'the  town  is  upward  of  seven  hundred. 

sii.\i;i'.si;UR(; 
is  a  small  village  situated  in  section  31  of  town.  14-2,  and  is  about 
five  miles  distant  from  Taylorville.  It  was  surveyed  or  laid  off 
into  blocks  by  R.  M  Powel,  JIarch  21st,  1870,  for  William  Har- 
gis,  the  original  proprietor.  The  streets  are  fifty  feet  wide,  and 
named  Chestnut,  Hedge,  etc.  It  contains  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  inhabitants. 


The  first  house  was  erected  by  A.  D.  Ebert  in  1870.  G.  R. 
Sharp  and  K.  A.  Hanon,  built  and  opened  the  first  store  in  1870. 
The  first  blacksmith  shop  was  built  by  Joseph  Hanon,  and  occu- 
pied l)y  him  in  1870.  The  post-office  was  established  in  1871,  and 
G.  R.  Sharp  was  first  post-master.  The  first  church  erected  was  by 
the  MethodLst  denomination,  in  1875.  It  is  a  frame  buildings 
•36x50  feet  in  size.  Price  and  Wilkinson  erected  an  elevator  here 
in  the  fall  of  1877. 

The  present  business  in  the  village  is  as  follows  : 
W.  D.  Waller,  Dri/  Goods  and  Groceries:  J.  B.  Fenner,  General 
Merthamlize,  Drugs,  and  Post-viaster ;  John  H.  Plargis,  Blacksmith ; 
John  F.  Mason,  Carpenter  and  Wagon  Maker;  F.  A.  McNeill,  P%- 
sician  and  Surgeon;  Price  and  Wilkinson,  and  O.  S.  Nash,  Grain 
Dc(ders.  The  town  wiis  named  in  honor  of  H  H.  Sharp  & 
Brother. 

CAMriilJLLSliLRG. 

This  was  a  slatiim  cm  tlie  (_).  A:  M.  It.  R,  sixteen  miles  from 
Springfield,  and  eleven  from  Taylorville.  It  is  located  in  the  north- 
east corner  of  section  ten.  It  was  surveyed  and  laid  oft'  in  town 
lots  May  27th,  1870,  by  R.  M.  Powel  for  Jno.  Rodham,  Iverson 
Stokes  and  .loseph  Throwls.  It  adjoins  the  Canjpbell  farm,  and 
was  named  in  honor  of  the  old  pioneer  family. 

The  first  house  was  erected  by  James  R.  Stokes  in  1870,  and  a 
store-house  was  built  and  opened  the  same  year  by  Allen  Stokes, 
■lames  R.  Stokes  built  a  shop  and  did  blacksmithing  in  1870. 
There  was  also  a  depot  and  freight-house  built  in  1870,  but  it  was 
taken  down  and  removed  by  the  company  in  1877,  since  which 
time  the  station  has  been  discontinued,  and  at  present  there  is  no 
business  done  in  the  place. 
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BIOGPvAPHICAL    SKETCHES 


WILLIAiM    W.    HALFORl). 

Among  the  old  citizens  of  Christian  county  that  lived  within  its 
boundaries  prior  to  the  organization  may  be  mentioned  the  name 
that  heads  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Tennessee, 
November  22d,  1823,  and  w;is  the  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
Halford.  James  Halford  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  where  he 
married  Elizabeth  Hammonds;  he  then  emigrated  to  Tennessee, 
where  he  lived  a  number  of  years.  He  had  eight  children  born  to 
him  in  that  state,  and  in  1834  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
Illinois,  and  in  the  spring  of  1834  settled  at  Blue  Point.  He  com- 
menced the  improvement  of  a  farm,  but  died  the  following  fall, 
aged  about  forty-five  years.  His  wife,  who  survived  him  many 
years,  afterwards  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Weeden.  Mr. 
Haltbrd  was  about  eleven  years  of  age  when  his  fiithcr  emigrated 
to  this  state.  After  his  father's  death  he  assisted  his  mother  on  tl\e 
farm,  and  after  her  marriage  he  lived  with  his  stepfiuher  until  he 
was  nineteen.  His  advantages  for  an  education  were  very  limited. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  His 
life  occupation  has  principally  been  that  of  a  farmer.  For  a  time 
he  was  in  the  grocery  business,  and  was  interested   in   the  lumber 


business  for  about  two  years  in  Blueville.  He  has  been  three  times 
married,  and  raised  a  family  of  six  children,  viz :  Mary  Jane,  now 
the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  Peebles,  living  in  Kansas;  William  S.,  married, 
and  living  in  Edinburg;  Benjamin  F.,  also  living  inEdinburg; 
Canzadia  M.,  the  wife  of  James  Roman,  also  in  Edinburg;  Ann 
E.,  and  Harry,  living  at  home.  Mr.  Halford,  in  1872,  built  a  fine 
residence  near  the  site  where  his  father  built  a  cabin  in  1834.  He 
has  lived  to  see  a  great  change  in  Christian  county  ;  he  has  watched 
its  development  from  a  wilderness  thinly  settled  to  a  wealthy 
and  prosperous  county.  When  he  was  a  boy,  and  even  after  he 
was  grown  u[),  St.  Louis  was  their  market.  He  has  hauled  wheat 
to  St.  Louis  and  sold  it  for  forty  cents  per  bushel,  and  bacon  for 
three  cents  per  pound,  and  paid  five  dollars  per  barrel  for  salt. 
He  has  a  fine  farm  of  four  hundred  acres,  lying  adjoining  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  Edinburg.  When  he  started  out  in  life  he  was 
unaided,  and  what  be  has  of  this  world's  goods  he  has  gained  by 
industry  and  frugality.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a  democrat, 
but  now  votes  for  the  best  men  regardless  of  politics.  Such  is 
a  brief  sketch  of  one  of  Christian  county's  oldest  citizens. 
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A  CONSIDERABLE  part  of  the  development  and  growth  of  Illinois 
is  due  to  her  citizens  of  German  birth,  who  are  everywhere  known 
for  their  industry  and  all  the  good  qualities  which  go  to  make  up 
peaceable  and  law-abiding  members  of  the  community.  Among 
this  class  of  citizens  in  Buckhart  township  is  John  Weiser,  who  has 
been  engaged  in  farming  in  that  part  of  the  country  since  1 869. 

He  was  born  at  Olshei,  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany,  on  the 
1st  of  December,  1828.  His  parents  were  Philip  and  Mary  Weiser. 
His  father  was  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  land  owner  in  the  old  coun- 
try, but  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  monarchical  spirit  of  the  Ger- 
man government,  he  determined  to  emigrate  to  America  and  enjoy 
the  freedom  and  equal  advantages  of  republican  institutions.  He 
landed  in  New  York  in  the  fall  of  1838.  His  family  then  consisted 
of  a  wife  and  seven  children.  After  living  two  years  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, Mr.  Weiser's  father  concluded  that  he  could  better  his  condi- 
tion by  moving  to  Illinois.  Accordingly,  in  1841,  the  family  came 
to  this  state  and  settled  in  Cass  county,  about  five  miles  south-east 
of  Beardstown,  then  the  county  seat,  on  unimproved  land  which 
was  entered  at  the  government  price.  Their  farming  operations 
proved  successful,  and  tract  after  tract  was  added  to  their  original 
entry,  until  the  farm  comprised  between  six  and  seven  hundred 
acres  under  good  cultivation  and  with  substantial  buildings.  Mr. 
Weiser's  father  lived  on  this  place  till  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  first  day  of  August,  185.3.  His  mother  still  survives,  and  has 
her  home  with  her  son,  the  subject  of  this  biography,  and  though 
seventy-eight  years  old,  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  hale  and  vigorous 
old  age. 

Mr.  Weiser  was  about  eight  years  of  age  when  the  family  came 
to  this  countr}',  and  in  his  thirteenth  year  when  they  removed  to 
Illinois.  He  remained  at  home  assisting  on  the  farm  until  he  was 
twenty-four,  and  then  married  Sliss  Annie  D.  Musch,  also  a  native 


of  Germany.  He  has  three  children  living:  Louis  P.,  Caroline  C. 
and  Otto  N.,  all  of  whom  are  now  living  at  home. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  in  1861,  Mr. 
Weiser  was  one  of  those  patriotic  men  who  stepped  forward  to  save 
their  country  from  destruction.  He  enlisted  in  company  A.,  27th 
Illinois  Infantry.  His  company  was  commanded  by  Captain  Smith, 
and  the  regiment  by  Colonel  Buford.  His  regiment  did  its  full 
share  in  sustaining  the  credit  of  the  Illinois  soldiers  for  hardihood 
and  bravery,  and  took  part  in  many  a  hard-fought  battle.  Mr. 
Weiser  was  in  the  battle  of  Belmont,  the  first  engagement  under 
Gen.  Grant,  Union  City,  Island  No.  10,  the  siege  of  Corinth, 
Stone  River,  Lavergne,  Chickamauga,  Mi.ssion  Ridge,  Rocky  Face, 
Resaea,  Dallas,  Mud  Creek,  and  Kenesaw  Mountain.  In  the  battle 
of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  he  received  a  wound.  He  was  discharged 
at  Springfield  on  the  20th  of  December,  1864. 

Returning  to  Cass  county  he  resumed  farming.  He  lived  in  that 
county  till  1869,  when  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
lives  in  Buckhart  township,  Christian  county.  He  is  known 
as  one  of  the  enterprising  farmers  and  progressive  citizens  of  Buck- 
hart township,  and  a  full  page  illustration  of  his  farm  is  found  on 
another  page  of  this  work.  This  farm  embraces  345  acres  of  excel- 
lent farming  land,  and  has  substantial  buildings  and  improvements. 
He  has  been  content  to  lead  the  unobtrusive  life  of  a  peaceful 
farmer,  and  has  no  aspiration  to  hold  public  station,  or  to  mix  con- 
spicuously in  public  affairs.  Although  ready  to  discharge  every 
obligation  resting  on  a  good  citizen,  his  time  has  been  occupied  with 
his  farm,  where  he  has  found  full  scope  for  his  energy  and  industry. 

In  politics,  he  is  a  member  of  the  republican  party.  He  has  ac- 
quired an  excellent  reputation  as  a  man  of  honesty  and  integrity, 
and  is  one  of  that  class  of  citizens  who  do  most  toward  developing 
the  resources  and  promoting  the  prosperity  of  a  country. 
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Capt.  DAKIEL  DE  CAMP 

Was  Ix.rn  in  Giles  cuuiity,  Virginia,  August  :'.l,  ].s24.  lie  was 
tlie  son  of  David  and  Sarah  De  Camp  David  De  Camp  was  a 
native  of  Virginia.  His  father,  Zac-hariah  De  Camp,  was  a  native 
of  New  York.  His  i'ather  and  great-grandfather  of  Daniel  De 
Camp  was  a  native  of  France,  aud  emigratid  t'l  Ann  rica  lung  piiur 
to  the  Kcvolntionary  war,  and  was  one  of  the  tir>t  settlers  in  New- 
ark, New  Jer-ev.  He  was  an  enterprising  hnsiness  man,  uf  guMd 
education,  and  accumulated  <juite  a  liirtune.  ISefore  liis  death  he 
made  a  will  l)ei|Ueathing  his  entire  possessions  to  his  twn  sons, 
Zachai-iah  and  hrothcr.  The  realization  of  this  estate  wa-  funded, 
and  has  not  since  heen  reclaimed.  Zachariah  De  Camp  raised  a 
family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  David  Do  Camji,  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch,  was  the  eldest  son.  He  was  born  in  the  year  17112. 
Zachariah  De  Camp,  when  a  boy,  was  placed  as  an  apprentice  to 
learn  the  hatter  trade,  in  Elizabethtowu,  New  Jersey.  When  he 
grew  to  manhood  he  went  tn  Virginia,  and  suli-ei|UentIy  went  to 
Sali.-liury,  North  Carolina,  where  he  afterward  maiaied  Miss  l^liza- 
beth  Kinder.  He  then  returned  to  Virginia  and  settled  in  Monroe 
county,  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  He  raised  a  family  of  eight 
children,  four  boys  and  an  equal  number  of  girls,  viz:  David,  Hen- 
ry, John,  De  Porter,  Mary,  Sarah,  Maria,  and  Elizabeth.  John 
De  Camp,  now  living  in  Springfield,  is  the  only  surviving  member 
of  the  family.  Zachariah  De  Camp's  father  left  his  estate  in  the 
hands  of  some  institution  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  to  be  turned  over  to 
Zachariah  and  his  brother  when  they  became  of  age.  Whether  his 
brother  ever  drew  his  portion  of  the  estate  or  not  is  not  known,  but 
Zachariah  never  received  a  dollar.  He  ijroved  his  identity,  but 
before  he  drew  his  jiortion  he  was  taken  sick  and  died.  Daniel 
De  Camp  is  now  making  ett'orts,  in  connection  with  his  uncle  John, 
in  Springfield,  to  recover  this  propert)'  that  is  justly  due  the  heirs 
of  Zachariah  De  Camp.  David  De  Camp  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812.  He  went  as  a  substitute  for  Joel  Canterbury,  wdio  was 
drafted.  After  the  close  of  the  war,  he  returned  and  claimed  the 
hand  in  marriage  of  Miss  Sarah  Ford,  the  only  daughter  of  Louis 
Ford.  They  raised  a  family  of  eight  children — six  boys  aud  two 
girls,  of  whom  Daniel  De  Camp  was  the  fourth.  He  attended  schoid 
very  little  during  his  minority,  aud  w'hat  education  he  received  he 
attained  after  he  grew  to  manhood  by  his  own  exertions.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  began  to  tire  of  the  hills  of  Virginia,  and  desirous 
to  better  his  condition  in  life,  he  turned  his  face  westward 
in  the  fall  of  1842.  He  arrived  in  Springfield,  December  of  the 
same  year.  For  a  time  he  was  engaged  in  teaming  and  driving 
stage.  In  1845,  he  went  to  Galena,  Illinois,  where  he  took  charge 
of  part  of  the  stage  line  running  between  Galena  and  jMilwaukee. 
He  had  charge  of  the  West  End,  between  Galena  and  Madison, 
Wis.  In  the  spring  of  1847  he  returned  to  Springfield,  and  the 
fall  following  married  Miss  Pernecy  Langley,  a  i-esideut  of  Cliris- 
tian  county  and  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Sarah  Langley.  After  his 
marriage,  he  opened  a  livery  stable  in  Springfield,  this  being  in 
1848,  a  business  he  followed  until  1852.  In  1851  he  bought  a  fiirm 
in  Christian  county,  where  he  now  lives.  He  subsequently  sold  out 
his  livery  interests  in  Springfield,  and  devoted  his  entire  attention 
to  his  farm  until  1862.  He  rai.sed  a  company  and  went  into  the 
late  war,  he  being  the  captain  of  company  D,  130th  Ills.  Vols., 
under  Col.  Niles.  He  was  in  the  tenth  division,  13th  army  corps, 
and  was  in  thirteen  hard-fought  battles,  among  which  were  Magno- 
lia Hill,  Raymond,  Champion  Hill,  Black  River,  Siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  and  battle  of  Mansfield,  Louisiana,  where  he  lost  two-thirds 
of  his  company,  among  killed,  wounded  and  taken  prisoners.  After 
that  battle  the  regiment  could  not  muster  one  hundred  men,  and 
the  captain  was  placed  in  command  over  the  remnants  of  four  regi- 


ments that  had  i)articipated  in  the  engagement ;  the  total  amount 
ut'  men  were  about  four  hundred.  He  returned  to  Alexander,  on 
Red  river,  where  the  forces  built  a  dam  and  floated  the  gunboats, 
seven  in  nnndjer,  and  transports  over  the  falls  at  Alexander.  Soon 
aftei-  this,  he  received  a  sun-stroke,  which  disabled  him  for  military 
serviei',  and  was  foi'ced  to  resign,  this  being  in  the  summer  of  1864. 
lie  went  to  the  hospital  at  New  Orleans,  where  he  remained  about 
twe  weeks.and  then  returned  to  Baton  Rouge,  Mississippi,  and  from 
there  iMUie.  He  was  in  the  service  just  two  years  In  1870,  he 
laid  out  the  town  of  Edinburg,  the  railroad  being  built  through 
his  farm  ;  and  since  the  w'ar  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  farming, 
trading  and  handling  horses,  in  which  time  he  has  fitted  and  started 
somi'  very  speedy  ones.  He  now  has  some  very  promising  colts, 
that  he  is  just  putting  on  the  track.  He  has  a  half-mile  track  on 
his  farm,  with  good  barn  and  every  convenience  for  handling  fast 
horses. 

In  politics,  he  is  a  republican.  He  held  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  for  eight  years.  When  Edinburg  post-office  was  estab- 
lished, in  1870,  he  was  aiipfjinted  post-master,  a  position  he  has  held 
to  the  present  time.  In  social  life,  the  captain  is  one  of  the 
most  genial  of  men,  his  society  ever  pleasant  and  agreeable.  As  a 
citizen,  he  is  liberal,  enterprising,  and  public-spirited,  aud  has  ever 
taken  an  active  part  in  all  matters  calculated  to  advance  the  ma- 
terial interests  of  his  town  and  county. 


E.  S.  HURLBLTTT, 
( )XE  of  the  prominent  agriculturalists  of  Buckhart  township,  was 
born  April  9th,  1821,  in  Odletown,  Lower  Province,  Canada. 
His  father,  Elijah  Hurlbutt,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  of 
English  ancestry.  His  mother,  who  was  a  Miss  Patience  Carpenter, 
was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  of  English  ancestry.  Both 
families  settled  in  America  at  an  earl)'  day.  Mr.  Hurlbutt's 
parents  were  married  in  C!onuecticut,  where  they  had  ten  cliildren 
born  to  them,  aud  afterwards  emigrated  to  Canada,  where  they 
had  two  children  born  to  them,  viz.:  Sarah  and  the  subject  of  our 
sketch.  Mr.  Hurlbutt  was  about  six  years  of  age  when  his  father 
emigrated  to  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Medina  county,  where  he  im- 
proved a  farm  and  lived  until  1857.  They  then  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois and  settled  in  Woodford  county,  where  his  father  and  mother 
died.  Jlr.  Hurlbutt  was  married  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  in  1843, 
to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Houghlau,  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  followed 
farming  while  in  Ohio,  aud  in  1857  moved  -to  Illinois  aud  settled 
where  he  now  lives.  His  first  purchase  was  eiglUy  acres  of  raw 
prairie;  he  built  a  small  house  aud  assiduously  applied  himself  to 
the  improvement  of  his  farm.  His  farm  now  consists  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres  of  well  improved  land  with  good  build- 
ings, a  view  of  which  can  be  seen  in  another  part  of  this  work. 
Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Hurlbutt  have  acquired  this  pleasant  home  by  in- 
dustry aud  economy.  They  have  had  a  family  of  nine  children 
born  to  them,  five  now  living,  viz. :  Sarah  F.,  now  the  wife  of  John 
T.  Fowkes,  living  on  part  of  the  old  homestead ;  C.  A.,  married 
and  living  also  on  part  of  the  place  ;  Edwin  F.,  married  and  living 
also  near  by  ;  Louis  G.  and  Arthur  E.  now  at  home.  Mr.  Hurl- 
butt, in  politics,  is  a  republican  ;  his  sous  that  have  grown  up  also 
vote  that  ticket.  He  never  has  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  desir- 
ing rather  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  farm.  He  has  made 
wheat  growing  a  specialty,  and  has  never  failed  to  raise  a  fair  crop 
but  once  in  twenty-two  years  since  he  has  been  in  Illinois.  His 
farm  is  entirely  fenced  with  hedge,  the  most  beautiful  of  all  fences. 
He  has  upwards  of  four  miles  of  hedge  on  his  place  all  in  good 
ccmdition.  He  is  known  as  an  enterprising  and  successful  farmer, 
and  a  man  highly  esteemed  by  all. 
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Of  the  man}'  prominent  farmers  who  are  mentioned  in  this  work, 
none  deserves  a  more  conspicuous  place  than  he  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  that  nohle  and  hardy  hand 
of  pilgrims,  who  left  their  native  land  on  account  of  religious  per- 
secution, and  embarked  in  the  May  Flower  and  came  across  the 
briny  deep  to  America,  and  sought  an  asylum  on  the  bleak  and 
rocky  shores  of  the  New  England  coast.  It  was  this  little  baud  of 
pure  men  and  noble  women,  who  planted  deeply  and  permanently  the 
seeds  of  religious  and  political  liberty,  and  first  made  patent  the 
fact  that  man  had  the  right  to  worship  God  acconling  to  the  dictates 
of  his  conscience.  The  germ  of  liberty  planted  by  them,  on  that 
cold  and  dreary  coast,  under  such  inauspicious  circumstances  and 
heroic  faith,  has  grown  to  considerable  projiortions ;  and  as  the 
morning  sun  of  religious  freedom  dawned  and  shed  its  effulgent 
radiance  on  this  little  band,  has  kept  its  onward  march,  until  from 
this  fountain-head,  the  spirit  of  liberty  has  permeated  all  peoples  and 
every  quarter  of  the  globe.  They  were  the  nucleus  around  which 
clustered  and  grew  that  spirit  which  a  little  over  a  hundred  years 
after  culminated,  and  gave  to  the  world  the  immortal  Declaration 
of  Independence ;  the  Magna  Charta  of  Universal  Liberty.  Happy 
indeed  is  he  who  can  trace  his  ancestral  line  back  to  this  noble  blood. 
Blood  made  noble;  not  by  the  acts  of  the  putri<l  and  crumbling 
monarchies  of  the  old  world,  but  bearing  the  stamp  of  the  ro\-al  insig- 
nia of  the  most  powerful  republic  on  earth.  Noyes  Ladd  was  born  in 
New  London  county,  Conn.,  March  81st,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of 
Noyes  and  Harriet  Ladd.  Noyes  Ladd,  Sr.,  was  also  a  native  of  the 
land  of  "steady  habits,"  and  it  was  in  that  state  that  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  married  Miss  Harriet  Z.  Williams,  who  was  the  daughter 
of  Capt.  Elias  Williams,  a  sea  captain,  and  he  was  descended  from 


William  Williams,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. The  mother  of  Mrs.  Ladd  was  the  only  daughter  of 
Captain  William  Stanton,  who  did  good  service  in  bravely  fighting 
and  defending  the  firesides  of  the  pioneers  during  the  French  and 
Indian  war — and  later,  when  the  revolutionary  conflict  came  on,  he 
was  the  first  to  join  that  patriotic  array  in  defence  of  freedom.  The 
history  and  results  of  that  ever  memorable  conflict  are  known  to 
all  ;  the  tedious  marches  and  perilous  hardship  endured  while 
poorly  clad  and  fed,  by  that  little  army  of  sturdy  yeomen,  fur- 
nish a  theme  for  the  highest  reverence  and  commendation.  He 
received  his  first  commission  as  Lieutenant  in  the  British  army 
from  Gieorge  the  III.,  and  fought  for  his  king  against  the  French 
and  Indians,  in  the  Canada  campaign.  And  after  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  was  promulgated,  he  joined  the  patriotic  army,  as 
above  stated.  His  ancestors  were  also  among  those  who  came  over 
in  the  May  Flower.  Noyes  Ladd,  Sr.,  followed  the  life  of  a  farmer 
in  Connecticut.  He  raised  a  family  of  eight  children,  seven  boys 
and  one  daughter.  His  death  occurred  about  1840.  His  widow, 
eight  years  thereafter,  with  her  family,  started  for  the  West ;  her 
son,  Noyes  Ladd,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  eldest.  He  had 
previously  made  a  trip  to  this  state,  which  was  in  the  f;ill  of  1848, 
and  his  choice  of  location  finally  settled  upon  Christian  county, 
where  he  purchased  land,  and  then  returned  to  Connecticut  to  bring 
out  his  mother  and  the  family.  Previous  to  this  time,  Mr.  Ladd 
had  married  Miss  Phebe  Williams,  also  a  native  of  New  London 
county.  Conn.  Mr.  Ladd,  wife  and  three  children,  his  mother,  four 
brothers  and  one  sister,  and  wife's  sister.  Miss  Elizabeth  Williams, 
started  for  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  1849,  to  make  for  themselves  in 
this  state  a  permanent  home.     They  had  been  lured  from  the  land 
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of  their  nativity  by  the  ])]pa?ing  stories  that  were  tolJ  tin'iii  of  tlie 
prolific  soil  ami  genial  diiiiafe,  greeu-vordureil  and  flower-dcrk.d 
prairies,  whose  broad  expansive  plains  were  only  eircumscribed  by 
the  lines  of  the  horizon.  This  vision  of  beauty  formed  a  picture  of 
surpassinir  loveliness,  when  in  contrast  with  the  sterile  and  rugged 
hills  that  they  were  leaving  behind.  Cheerfully  did  they  say  the 
last  "ood-bye  to  the  friends  and  conii>anions  of  their  youth,  as  tiny 
started  on  tiieir  inarch  with  their  eyes  basking  in  the  radiance  of 
the  setting  sun,  little  thinking  that  in  a  few  short  days,  they  woidd 
be  overtaken  by  an  accident,  sail  and  dreadful  in  its  consequences. 
On  arriving  in  New  York,  the  party  took  passage  on  the  steam- 
boat Empire  for  Albany,  N.  Y.  And  when  off  Newburg,  and  ai)out 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  the  boat  came  in  collision  with  a  lunilur 
schooner;  she  was  badly  damaged,  and  sank  in  deep  water,  an<l  in 
less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell  the  story,  the  four  brothers  of  Mr. 
Ladd  were  drowned.  Their  names  and  ages  are  as  follows : 
Cyrus  F.  Ladd,  aged  sixteen  years  ;  Darius  I^add,  fourteen  years  ; 
Nathan  S.  Ladd,  twelve  years  ;  and  Elias  W.  Ladd,  aged  ten  years. 
Mrs.  Ladd,  the  mother,  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  she 
never  fully  recovered.  It  was  with  nuich  difficulty  that  she  was 
rescued,  being  taken  through  a  hole  made  in  the  roof  of  the  cabin. 
They  lost  all  theirhouseholdeffects,  and  wearing  apparel  and  money. 
Mr.  Ladd  found  it  necessary  to  purchase  clothing  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed on  tlieii-  journey.  Jlr.  Ladd  arrived  in  Christian  county  in 
June,  1849,  and  settled  near  where  he  now  resides,  in  Buckhart 
township.  His  mother  made  lier  home  with  him  until  her  death, 
June  7th,  1869.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ladd  had  four  children  born  to 
them  after  they  came  to  this  county.  They  raised  a  family  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  four  are  living,  as  follows  :  Harriet  W., 
now  the  wife  of  A.  S.  Heddec,  residents  of  this  county.  Curtis  K. 
John  P.  W.  and  Jessie  Y.  Ladd.  The  three  latter  residing  at  home. 
On  the  '22d  of  Jlay,  1866,  occurred  the  death  of  Mrs.  Ladd.  He 
was  married  to  his  present  wife.  Miss  Eliza  J.  Kennard,  on  the  .'lOth 
of  January,  1868.  By  this  union  has  been  born  to  them  a  family 
of  three  children,  namely,  Eliza  J.,  Emily  A.,  and  Lillie.  Mr.  Ladd 
spent  his  early  boyhood  days  on  a  farm,  and  has  continued  to  make 
farming  the  business  of  his  life.  He  improved  the  place  he  is  living 
on,  which  is  among  the  good  farms  in  the  township ;  a  view  of 
which  can  be  seen  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mr.  L.  assisted 
in  organizing  the  first  school  in  Buckhart.  He  and  Barnard  Davis 
and  H.  Nation,  were  the  first  trustees ;  they  built  the  first 
school-house,  and  employed  the  first  teacher,  Charles  Burdiek;  the 
district  comprised  the  whole  of  Township  14,  Eange  2;  the  house 
was  located  on  the  present  site  of  the  school  building  near  the  resi- 
dence of  G.  R.  Sharp.  The  only  surviving  member  of  his  father's 
family  besides  himself  is  his  sister,  Mrs.  Ann  E.  Ralston,  now  a 
resident  of  Hillsboro,  Illinoi-s.  Mr.  Ladd  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  a  man  whose  moral  worth  makes 
him  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  in  wliich  he  resides.  Li 
politics  he  is  a  republican,  and  is  one  of  the  zealous  and  stanch 
supporters  of  the  principles  of  his  party,  and  a  man  whose  counsel  is 
felt  in  the  ranks  of  the  party  of  this  county.  During  the  late  Re- 
bellion, the  Union  cause  had  in  him  a  consistent  and  firm  supporter. 
In  reviewing  briefly  his  career,  we  find  a  man  who  began  the  battle 
of  life  with  but  little  of  this  world's  goods  to  assist  him,  but  being 
endowed  with  energy  and  habits  of  economy,  he  has  been  enabled 
to  acquire  for  himself  and  family  a  comfortable  competence.  He 
is,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  a  self-made  man,  and  as  such, 
we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  him  to  our  numerous  readers. 


IVERSON  STOKES, 
Wild  ha-  lived  within  the  limits  of  what  is  now  Christian  county 
more  than  half  a  century,  deserves  something  more  than  a  passing 
notice  in  this  work.  He  was  born  in  Todd  county,  Kentucky,  June 
12th,  1825.  He  was  the  son  of  David  and  Sarah  Stokes.  David 
Stokes  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  as  was  also  his  wife.  His 
father,  John  Stokes,  was  a  native  Englishman,  who  emigrated  to 
America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  a  soldier  in  that 
struggle.  Mr.  Stokes  is  also  of  English  descent  on  the  maternal  side, 
and  his  ancestors  on  that  side  also  participated  in  the  Revolution. 
John  Stokes,  the  grandfiither  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  settled 
in  North  Carolina.  He  raised  a  fiimily  of  ten  children,  nine  boys 
and  one  daughter,  and  died  in  that  state.  David  Stokes  grew  to 
manhood  there,  and  after  his  marriage  emigrated  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  followed  farming.  He  raised  a  family  of  twelve  children, 
seven  boys  and  five  girls,  Mr.  Stokes  being  the  tenth  in  number. 
In  1829  David  Stokes,  with  a  desire  to  better  his  situation  in  life, 
emigrated  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  the  extreme 
western  part  of  what  is  now  Christian  county,  where  lie  entered 
land  from  the  government  and  improved  a  farm.  He  lived  on  the 
place  he  improved  until  his  death,  November  14th,  1844,  his  wife 
surviving  him  some  twelve  years.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was 
between  four  and  five  years  of  age  wdien  his  father  settled  within 
the  boundaries  of  Christian  county.  He  remained  at  home,  a.ssist- 
ing  to  improve  the  farm,  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and  then 
began  working  for  himself.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Loui.sa  Ashley,  daughter  of  John  Ashley,  a  resident 
of  Sangamon  county.  They  have  a  family  of  children  as  follows: 
Jane  A.,  now  the  wife  of  J.  F.  George,  and  living  in  Christian 
county ;  John  A.,  now  in  Kansas,  railroading ;  Loucinda  A.,  who 
married  G.  D.  Hooker,  and  lives  in  Kansas  ;  Anna,  uow  the  wife 
of  J.  W.  Miller,  in  Kansas;  and  Julia  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Oscar 
Thrawls,  and  lives  in  Buckhart  township.  After  Mr.  Stokes'  mar- 
riage he  began  the  improvement  of  a  farm,  and  has  continued 
farming  to  the  present  time ;  he  has  also  worked  at  the  carpen- 
ter trade  for  nearly  thirty-five  years.  He  has  always  lived  near 
where  his  father  .settled  in  1829,  and  has  endured  all  the  hardships 
and  privations  incident  to  a  pioneer  life.  His  education  thereby 
was  sadly  neglected  when  a  boy,  having  such  advantages  only  as 
were  afforded  during  the  "  log  school-house  period."  By  a  diligent 
use  of  the  means  afforded  he  acquired  the  rudiments  of  an  educa- 
tion, and  in  after  life,  by  his  energy  and  industry,  he  qualified 
himself  very  creditably.  ]\Ir.  Stokes'  history  reaches  back  to  the 
days  of  the  early  settlements  of  Central  Illinois,  and  during  his 
residence,  since  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity,  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  interests  of  his  county.  He  has  always  enjoyed 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  he  has  lived. 
When  his  father  first  settled  in  this  county  they  were  accustomed 
to  go  to  St.  Louis,  ninety-five  miles  distant,  for  sugar,  salt,  and 
other  necessaries.  The  people,  however,  in  those  early  days  were 
sociable  and  friendly,  and  would  turn  out  to  a  man  to  help  raise  a 
neighbor's  cabin.  Mr.  Stokes  in  politics  is  a  stanch  democrat,  and 
takes  (piite  an  interest  in  the  success  of  the  party.  Though  not  a 
politician, 'in  the  ordinary  acceptance  of  that  term,  he  has  always 
taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  supporting  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  party  from  the  belief  that  they  are  the  best  calculated 
to  serve  the  interests  of  the  masses  under  a  republican  form  of 
government.  He  has  filled  the  office  of  school  treasurer  in  his 
township  for  fifteen  years. 
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Was  one  of  the  prominent  agriculturalists  in  Buckhart  township ; 
he  was  born  iu  Leyden,  Mass.,  March  15, 1811,  and  ^Yas  the  son  of 
Salmon  Sheldon.  He  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  educated  to 
that  avocation.  At  the  age  of  twenty  seven  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Evelina  ^Maxwell,  a  native  of  Vermont.  Immediately 
after  his  marriage  he  emigrated  west,  and  settled  in  what  is  now 
Buckhart  township.  Christian  county,  Illinois ;  this  was  in  the  year 
1838.  He  was  unlike  many  others  coming  to  a  new  country  in  this 
particular  ;  he  had  quite  an  amount  of  ready  cash  mostly  accumu- 
lated by  himself  after  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity.  He  entered 
iu  the  above-named  township,  one  thousand  acres  of  land  from  the 
government,  and  began  farming  and  stock  raising  on  rather  a  large 
scale  for  those  days  ;  in  order  to  carry  on  the  busine.-s  in  a  way  he 
wished  he  was  compelled  to  borrow  more  or  less  money ;  he  invested 
his  entire  capital  in  laud  and  improvements,  and  when  the  crash  of 
1849  came  on  him  he  could  not  realize  upon  his  stock,  and  the  con- 
sequences were  he  lost  his  entire  possessions,  the  land  went  into  the 
hands  of  his  creditors,  and  his  father,  being  one  of  them,  received 
two  hundred  and  forty-five  acres.  Mr.  Sheldon  was  a  man  of  energy 
and  industry,  and  while  this  misfortune  would  have  unnerved  some 
men,  it  seemed  to  renew  his  vigor.  He  rented  this  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  acres  of  land  from  his  father ;  after  three  years  he 
went  back  to  Mass.,  making  most  of  the  trip  in  a  one  horse  wagon 
in  company  with  his  wife.  On  his  return  lie  purchased  this  tract  of 
26 


land  from  his  father,  and  began  life  anew,  and  was  more  successful. 
By  degrees,  he  added  acre  after  acre,  until  his  farm  consisted  of  five 
hundred  acres,  well  improved  with  good  buildings.  Mr.  Sheldon 
was  a  man  of  integrity  and  industry,  and  proved  to  be  a  very  use- 
ful citizen.  He  worked  energetically  to  subdue  the  soil,  and  soon 
found  himself  the  possessor  of  an  excellent  farm.  He  raised  a 
family  of  five  children,  viz:  Mary  E.,  now  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  C.  P.  C.  Jliner  ;  Emma  I.,  late  wife  of  L.  Bradley ;  Leonora, 
now  living  at  tlie  old  homestead  ;  Abby  Jenette,  now  deceased,  and 
Salmon  M.,  who  is  now  liviug  at  the  old  homestead.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  I.  Wood,  a  native  of  Dixon,  Illinois, 
February  4,  1874.  They  have  a  family  of  three  childreu,  Jennie  I., 
Victor  L.  and  JIaud  L.  Jlr.  Shekhm  was  [last  sixty-eight  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death  Novemlier  20, 1879.  He  lived  a  quiet  life, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  ]\I.  E.  Church  nearly  forty  years ;  he  took 
an  active  part  in  church  interests  until  the  close  of  his  life  ;  the 
church  was  always  near  his  heart,  and  next  to  his  femily  he  remem- 
bered the  altar  where  he  worshipped.  He  gave  liberally,  and  his 
was  a  simple  faith,  apo.stolic  iu  character,  evangelic  in  results. 
Though  an  active,  busy  life  was  his,  managing  quite  an  estate  for 
many  years,  yet  his  mind  was  unusually  well  informed,  and  he  was 
fully  abreast  with  the  thought  of  the  age.  His  political  affiliations 
were  always  on  the  side  of  freedom,  and  the  Union  cause  of  the  late 
war  had  in  him  a  strong  supporter. 
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Was  born  in  Claiborne  county,  Tenne.-see,  November  '23d,  1822. 
He  was  the  sou  of  William  and  Barbara  Sharp.  His  ancestry  on 
the  paternal  side  were  Scotch-Irish,  and  on  the  maternal  side,  Ger- 
man. William  .Sharp  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1799. 
The  Sharp  family  settled  in  America  long  prior  to  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  They  first  settled  in  North  Carolina,  afterward  moved 
into  Virginia,  and  subsequently  moved  into  the  state  of  Tennessee 
in  an  early  day.  William  Sharp  married  Barbara  Hunter  in  Ten- 
nessee. They  had  nine  children  born  to  them  in  that  state.  In 
1836  they  emigrated  to  Macoupin  county,  Illinois,  and  settled  in 
the  north-west  part  of  the  county.  They  had  one  child  born  to  them 
after  coming  to  Illinois.  In  1838  Mrs.  Sharp  died.  Jlr.  Sharp 
afterwards  married  Miss  Elizabetli  Wilson,  by  whom  he  had  five 
children,  of  which  two  are  now  living.  Mr.  Sharp  followed  the 
life  of  a  farmer  and  blacksmith.  He  died  at  the  residence  of  his 
son,  John  Sharp,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  June  20,  187.5.  .Tohii 
Sharp  was  fourteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  moved  tu 
Illinois.  He  a.ssisted  on  his  father's  farm,  in  Macoupin  county, 
until  he  was  of  age,  and  attended  the  common  schools  of  that 
county  during  tbe  winter  mouths.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he 
enlisted  in  the  ^lexican  war.  He  was  in  Company  G.,  under  Cap- 
tain .J.  Wyatt,  Lst  Illinois  Vols.,  Col  John  J.  Hardin  having  com- 
mand of  the  regiment.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  where 
Col.  Hardin  was  killed,  and  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Colonel 
when  he  fell.  Jlr.  Sharp  enlisted  in  this  war  in  June,  1840,  and 
returned  home  July,  1847,  after  his  discharge.  His  brother,  Henry 
H.,  accompanied  him  through  this  war.  The  following  fall  after 
their  discharge  they  went  to  Iowa  to  lay  their  land  warrants.  After 
traveling  about  over  the  state  for  sometime,  they  made  a  choice  near 
where  Oskaloosa  is  now  located.     After  laying  their  claims  they 


TJJ.OE"- 


remained  in  the  state  for  a  few  months,  returning  the  following  year. 
From  that  time  until  1849  Mr.  Sharp  farmed,  broke  prairie  and 
taught  school.  September  9th,  1849,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Emeline  Redferu,  a  native  of  Macoupin  county.  By  this 
union  they  have  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  seven  are 
living,  three  boys  and  four  girls,  viz.  :  Henry  E.,  Joseph  M.,  Sarah 
A.,  Ida  E.,  Ira  G.,  Emma  C.  and  Lulu  May.  Henry  E.  is  married 
and  lives  in  Taylorville  township.  Sarah  A.  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr. 
F.  A.  McNeill,  living  iu  Sharpsburg.  In  18.53  Mr.  Sharp  moved 
into  Christian  county,  and  settled  iu  Buckhart  township,  where  he 
now  re-sides.  He  sold  his  land,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  in 
Iowa,  for  S2.50  per  acre,  and  bought  where  he  now  lives  for  S5.00 
per  acre.  His  first  purchase  was  eighty  acres.  He  has  made  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  his  life  occupation.  When  the  Springfield, 
Illinois  and  South-Eastcrn  railroad  was  being  constructed  through 
the  county,  Mr.  Sharp  and  his  brothers,  George  R.  and  Henry  H., 
were  instrumental  in  getting  a  depot  located  near  them,  iu  order  to 
facilitate  their  shipments.  The  railroad  company  gave  the  name  of 
the  place  Sharpsburg,  In  politics  Mr.  Sharp  is  a  democrat.  He 
cast  his  first  vote  for  James  K.  Polk,  and  he  has  continued  to  vote 
for  every  democratic  nominee  to  the  present  time.  When  the 
county  went  into  township  organization  he  was  elected  as  the  first 
Supervisor  from  Buckhart  township.  He  is  now  Notary  Public,  a 
position  he  has  held  for  five  years.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  Mr.  Sharp  started  out  in 
life  with  nothing,  but  his  mind  was  made  up  from  the  start  to  fight 
his  way  upward  in  the  world  if  anything  could  be  accomplished  by 
hard  work  and  perseverance.  He  now  has  a  comfortable  home,  with 
everything  about  him  to  make  his  declining  years  full  of  ease  and 
serenity. 
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Was  burn  in  Claiborne  county,  Tenn.,  January  3,  1830.  Ho 
wa.s  tlie  son  of  William  and  Barbara  Sharp.  They  raised  a  family 
of  ten  children,  nine  born  in  Tennessee,  and  one  in  ^Nlacoujiin 
county,  after  their  removal  to  Illinois.  Their  names  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  .Joseph  ^Montgomery,  lives  in 
Macoupin  county ;  John,  now  living  in  Christian  county  ;  Henry 
H.,  also  living  in  Christian  county;  Winnifred,  late  wife  of  Ga- 
briel Hurt,  of  Macoupin  county;  Lawson,  now  living  in  Jlissouri; 
George  R.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  ;  Louisa,  now  the  wife  of  John 
Fair,  living  in  Nebraska ;  William  N.,  now  living  in  Barton 
county,  Missouri ;  Barbara,  late  wife  of  Thomas  J.  Fair,  and  ]\Iarv. 
wife  of  Wesley  Hender-son,  living  in  Kansas.  In  the  fall  of  1836 
William  Sharp,  with  his  family,  emigrated  from  Tennessee  and 
.settled  in  ^Macoupin  county,  Illinois.  Two  years  subsequently  he 
lost  his  wife  ;  he  afterwards  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Wilson.  The)- 
had  five  children,  two  of  whom  are  living,  viz. :  Susan,  now  the 
wife  of  William  Coons,  living  in  Missouri,  and  Agnes,  who  mar- 
ried Robert  Middleton,  and  lives  in  Nebraska.  In  1869  Jlr. 
Sharp  removed  to  Barton  county,  Missouri,  where  he  remained 
three  years ;  he  then  came  to  Christian  county  and  made  his  home 
with  his  son,  John  Sharp,  until  his  death,  June  20,  1875.  Too 
much  cannot  be  said  in  praiseworthy  terms  of  the  character  of 
William  Sharp,  who  always  taught  by  example  what  he  held  by 
jirecept.  For  forty  years  he  was  held  as  a  model  for  the  old  and 
the  young,  being  a  professor  of  religion  and  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  in  which  he  held  the  position  of  deacon  for  a  number 
of  years.  His  second  wife  died  about  four  years  prior  to  his  death. 
George  R.  Sharp  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  Hanon,  Sep- 


tember 28,  18.56.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Sarah 
Hanon,  and  born  within  the  limits  of  Christian  county,  but  before 
the  county  was  organized  ;  her  birth  dates  February  19,  1838. 
Her  father,  Maitin  Hanon,  was  a  native  of  Tennessee  ;  his  parents 
moved  to  Kentucky  when  he  wa.s  quite  small,  where  they  lived 
until  he  was  about  twelve  years  of  age.  They  then  removed  to 
what  is  now  Gallatin  county,  Illinois,  this  being  in  the  year  1812. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  his  father  died  ;  his  mother  subsequently 
moved  further  north  in  the  state,  and  in  1818  Mrs.  Hanon  with  her 
family  settled  within  the  present  limits  of  Christian  county.  Mrs. 
Sharp's  father  was  about  nineteen  years  of  age  when  his  mother 
settled  here.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  married  Miss  Sarah 
^liller  ;  by  this  union  they  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Sharp  was  the  eighth.  Mr.  Hanon  lived  in  this  county  until  his 
death,  January  25, 1879,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  Mr. 
and  ]\Irs.  Sharp  have  raised  a  family  of  seven  children,  two  sons  and 
five  daughters,  viz :  William  Virgil,  the  oldest,  now  deceased,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  six  months,  January  27, 1876 ; 
Xemenia  Priiella,  now  the  wife  of  N.  D.  Waller,  living  in  Sharps- 
burg  ;  Mary  A.,  George  E.,  Emma  A.,  Mabel  Jane,  and  Nina  Pearl. 
After  Mr.  .Sharp's  marriage  he  began  the  improvement  of  the  place 
he  is  now  living  on ;  he  has  always  followed  farming.  In  politics 
he  is  a  democrat.  He  has  represented  his  township  in  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  nine  successive  years.  His  actions  while  in  this 
position  have  met  with  the  general  support  of  the  best  classes  of  the 
community,  he  having  determined  to  adopt  a  liberal  and  at  the 
same  time  economic  policy,  and  to  do  what  he  considered  l)e.st  for 
the  sound  interests  of  the  county.  He  is  now  a  candidate  for  the 
Legislature  on  the  democratic  ticket. 
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GK()K(il-:  ('.  WILKINSON, 
Oxi:  aninii.L'  tho  pruiniiicnt  Im-in.--  nun  uf  p](rnil)uri:,  i-^  a  ii:itivi 
of  Clii-isli:ui  county,  and  w;i>  lioni  Jaiuuwy  1:!,  l.S' 
son  of  liculion  and  K^tlic  r  AVilkinsmi.  I 
liativo  of  Ivcntuckv,  an<l  crniL'-ratid  tull 
■with  his  parents,  wlirrc  lip  grew  tu  inanhon 
ther  Bratt,  a  nntive  of  JjiLiland.  They 
children,  viz. :  JCninia  J.,  now  tho  wife 
living  iu  Edinlmr--,  and  tlic  >nlijoct  of  (.ur  skutrh.  Kcnhcn  Wil- 
kinson for  many  years  has  liccn  a  proniinent  citizen  of  Christian 
COUnty,and  is  well  known  t.i  nio-t  all  the  old  sctth-rs.  lie  has  been 
a  prominent  farmer  iu  the  county  for  many  years  ;  also  been  en- 
gaged in  the  milling  business  quite  extensively  for  several  years  ; 
is  one  of  the  principal  shippers  of  grain  on  the  O.  &  JI.  railroad. 


He  was  the 
AVilkin^on  was  a 
It  an  early  date 
m1.  11. •  married  Miss  Es- 
V  raised  a  family  uf  twn 
f  Geor-e   1'.  ilcrrin-tou, 


and  is  known  as  one  of  Christian  county's  industrious  and  success- 
fid  citizens.  George  C.  Wilkinson  was  united  in  marriage  Jauuary 
:.'-,  1^74,  to  ]\[iss  Lizzie  Vandevcer,  also  a  native  of  Christian 
connt\'.  They  have  one  child — Harry.  ]\Ir.  Wilkinson  began 
his  business  career  in  Kdinburg  in  1S7-'j.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
liverv  business,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  livery  buildings  in  Central 
Illinois,  as  well  stocked  with  good  horses  and  rigs  of  every  descrip- 
tion as  can  be  found  in  any  fir.st-class  stable.  He  is  also  engaged  in 
farnnng  and  general  trading.  A  view  of  hisfarm  and  livery  build- 
ings can  be  seen  in  another  part  of  this  work.  Thus  far  his  life 
has  been  well  spent ;  with  his  .social  and  iudu.?trious  qualities,  he  is 
destined  to  make  life  a  success.  May  prosperity  attend  him  in  all 
the  varied  walks  of  life. 


^^^m^3-^ 


EK   KS    TOWNSHIP. 


;iA8  so  named  in  honor  of  the  "  Ricks  "  family,  who  were 
pioneers,  and  settled  on  the  head  waters  of  Bear  Creek, 
at  an  early  date. 

This  t(jwnshiii,  formerly  a  part  of  Bear  Creek  pre- 
cinct, was  formed  in  18fjt!,  upon  the  adoption  of  township  organiza- 
tion. It  embraces  the  congressional  township,  known  as  T.  11  N., 
R.  .3  W.  The  surfoce  is  a  beautiful  undulating  prairie,  with  but 
little  or  no  timber.  The  soil  is  a  deep,  rich,  black  loam,  very  fer- 
tile and  proiluctive,  every  acre  of  which  is  susceptible  of  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  The  head  waters  of  Bear  Creek  traverse  its 
center,  meandering  iu  a  northerly  direction,  and  pass  out  of  the 
township  at  the  north-east  corner  of  section  5.  This  creek  and  its 
affluents,  Prairie  Fork,  Lick,  and  two  or  three  minor  tributaries, 
drain  the  lands,  and  furnish  a  good  supply  of  water  for  stock 
purposes. 

A  few  years  ago  this  whole  area  was  comparatively  an  unhabited 
waste ;  only  here  and  there  stood  the  lone  cabin  as  an  evidence  of 
the  more  advanced  pioneer  of  civilization ;  while  to-day  its  broad 
acres  are  subdued  and  made  to  yield,  and  on  every  hand  mav  be 
seen  well-made  farms  and  houses,  teeming  with  life  and  activity. 
An  energetic  people,  not  to  be  surpassed  in  industry,  perseverance 
and  progression,  are  using  their  united  cHiu-ts  to  make  this  one  of 
the  first  townships  in  the  county. 

The  early  history  of  Ricks  may  lie  f  nind  in  the  Bear  Creek 
township  history,  as,  for  many  years  after  the  county  was  organized, 
it  was  included  as  a  part  of  that  precinct. 

The  first  laud  entered  in  this  township  was  by  Gabriel  R.  Jerni- 
gan,  December  9th,  1835.  It  constituted  the  E.  j,  N.  E.  of  section 
4,  86  acres,  and  N.  W.,  N.  E.  section  4,  43  acres.  Also  on  the 
same  date  Thos.  1'.  Bond  entered  N.  W.,  N.  W.  section  3,  41;,1„ 
acres.  September  30th,  1836,  Wm.  S.  Ricks,  W.  i,  N'.  E.  si'ction 
3,  82S  acres. 

Below  we  give  a  list  of  the  Township  Officers. 

Sapervmin—^.  H.  Sisna,  elected  1866  ;  and  re-elected  1867  and 
18(;8;  Aliiheus  Wall,  1869;  J.  B.  White,  1870,  re-elected  1871, 


1872,  1873,  1874,  and  1875;  A.  B.  Herdman,  1876,  and  by  re-elec- 
tion served  till  1879  ;  E.  S.  Shull,  1880. 

.ls.S('*.s(H>-.— John  S.  Craig,  1876;  E.  S.ShulI,  1877;  AV.  T.  Ricks, 
1878;  Fred.  Grundy,  1879  ;  Wm.  T.  Ricks,  1880. 

Collectors. — John  D.  Fuller,  elected  1866;  Wm.  Montgomery, 
1867,  186^,  and  1869  ;  N.  W.  Dennis,  1870 ;  Wm.  T.  Ricks,  1871 ; 
Wm.  Mouegan,  1872,1873,  1874;  W.  H.  Hearin,  1875 ;  Geo.  A. 
Vandeveer,  1876,  and  by  re-election  served  till  1879  ;  Louis  John- 
son, 1880. 

Town  Clerkn.— Joseph  G.  White,  elected  1869  ;  Wm.  A.  Ander- 
son, 1870  ;  Peter  Clickener,  1871 ;  Silas  Iron,  1872  ;  D.  F.  Murry, 

1873,  and  re-elected  each  succeeding  year. 

Commissioners  of  Hiijhwuijs. — Anson  Wall,  1870 ;  Fred.  Bertman, 
1877;  Fred.  Sehmidt,'l878;  W.  H.  Beaty,  1879;  Fred.  Bertman, 
18Si.). 

ConsUihles.—A.\\iO\i  Wall  and  James  M.  Fuller,  elected  in  1873  ; 
James  M.  Arnold  and  John  W.  Hunter,  1877;  Charles  Dinwiddle, 
1878;  I.  J.  Christopher,  1879. 

Justices  of  ihe  Peace. — James  H.  Sisua  and  Joseph  W.  Snively, 
elected  iu  1806;  Newell  D.  Ricks,  1867;  Sanford  Petty,  1808; 
James  H.  Sisua  and  John  S.  Craig,  1870 ;  John  S.  Craig  and  James 
H.  Sisua,  re-elected  in  1870;  John  S.  Craig,  re-elected  1877; 
James  Stork,  1877. 

.MORRISONVII.LE. 

The  land  on  which  this  town  is  located,  was  entered  by  Ex-Gov. 
C'arlin,  June  14th,  1871,  at  the  nominal  sum  of  81.25  per  acre. 
The  title  of  the  present  town  site  was  vested  in  Col.  J.  L.  D.  Mor- 
rison, of  Belleville,  Illinois,  now  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
^vho  purchased  it  from  the  heirs  of  his  first  wife,  the  daughter  of 
Ex-Gov.  Carlin. 

Col.  Morrison  laid  out  the  town,  in  the  fall  of  1809,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Decatur  and  Ea.st  St.  Louis  Railroad  Company, 
now  the  Waba.sh,  St.  Louis  and  Pacific  Railwav,  donating  one-half 
the  land  with  the  express  condition  that  the  company  would  make 
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tliis  station  a  regular  stopping  place  for  all  trains.  He  in  addition 
(lonate'l  tifty  lots,  conditioned  that  the  occupants  build  on  the 
same. 

Sifuattoii  luid  Surrrii — The  town  is  eligibly  situated  on  high,  roll- 
ing ground,  in  the  center  of  a  populous  prairie,  and  commands  the 
trade  of  the  surrounding  country  for  many  miles.  It  received  its 
name  in  honor  of  the  original  proprietor.  Col.  Morrison.  The  main 
part  of  the  town  is  located  on  the  west  half  of  the  North-west 
quarter  of  section  eight,  and  was  surveyed  and  platted  by  Richard 
M.  Powel,  count)'  surveyor  in  1870,  and  acknowledged  by  Col.  J. 
L.  D.  Morrison  and  Adelia  S.  jMorrison,  his  wife,  April  4th,  1871. 
The  plat  was  filed  in  county  Recorder's  office,  April  8th,  1871. 
Since  then  there  have  been  two  additions  made,  viz. :  W.  E.  Jlorri- 
son's  addition,  south-west  (juarter  of  section  five,  and  T.  F.  Potts' 
addition,  south-east  quarter  of  section  six. 

The  Wabash,  St.  Louis  and  Pacific  Railway  runs  in  a  south-west 
direction,  diagonally  through  the  center  of  the  town  plat.  The 
track  was  laid  throu>rh  the  town  in  May,  1870,  about  si.x  months 
after  the  location  of  ]\Iorrisonville. 

SETTI.EME.VT. 

The  first  resident  within  the  present  town  limits,  was  James 
Arnold,  who  lived  on  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Perrine.  This 
tract,  however,  was  not  within  the  limits  of  the  town  at  the  time  of 
its  location.  The  original  town  plat  contained  but  eighty  acres. 
The  first  settler,  in  the  town  proper  then,  was  Richard  McLean, 
who  erected  the  first  house  in  January,  1870.  It  was  located  near 
the  depot,  and  was  then  used  for  saloon  purposes.  The  building  is 
now  owned  by  J.  P.  Stark 

Joseph  Poggeupol  built  the  first  dwelling-house,  in  February  of 
the  same  vear.  During  this  month  several  families — N.  N.  Bell, 
James  Sanford,  and  A.  Wall,  became  residents  on  the  same  day  ;  and 
others  followed  in  quick  succession. 

The  first  store  building  was  erected  liy  X.  N.  Bell,  in  which  he 
opened  the  first  stock  of  goods  for  sale.  This  was  in  the  latter  part 
of  February,  1870.  The  building  is  now  owned  by  M.  F.  Cheney. 
Mr.  Bell's  goods  were  the  first  shipped  on  the  new  railroad  to  Mor- 
risonville. 

C.  M.  Leberman  built  and  opened  the  second  store,  with  a  gen- 
eral stock  of  goods.  Both  these  establishments  were  located  on  Carlin 
street. 

The  next  store  was  erected  and  opened  by  D.  F.  Bounell,  with  a 
complete  stock  of  general  goods.  This  store  i.s  now  owned  by  N. 
K.  Beardslee.  All  these  stores  were  built  and  opened  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year  1870. 

The  following  named  persons  located  here  first  in  their  respective 
occupations: — E.  Green,  Carpenter  tihoji :  H.  3Ieain, /('/•.»?  »ii7/  in 
running  order;  Stewart  and  Post,  Elevator;  Anson  Wall,  Hotel; 
Alpheus  Wall,  Post-iimgter ;   C.  Wucherpfennig,  Blachmitli ;  Mr. 

TetzloflT,    Wagon-mak-er ;    Chedister  &  Shull,  Lunibertiien ;  C. 

Townseud  &  Co.,  Drar/c/ist-'' ;  Wm.  Wilkins,  Banker;  Geo.  Britton, 
Hardware  store;  Dr.  C.  Voorhees,  Phi/sician.  George  Hall,  was 
the  first  child  born  in  the  town  limits.  The  first  death  was  an  in- 
fant child  of  Jlr. Burts. 

During  the  year  1871,  the  commercial  interests  were  represented 
in  almost  every  branch,  and  a  large  number  of  business  houses  and 
residences  were  erected. 

When  the  census  was  taken  in  1870,  there  were  but  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  souls,  and  at  present  as  nearly  as  can  be  judged, 
would  reach  a  population  of  twelve  hundred. 

Below  we  give  a  list  of  the  present  business  houses  in  Morrison- 
ville : — 


NEWSl'APER. 

The  Morr:.<unvllle  Tinir.i,  was  established  by  Thomas  E.  Cox, 
editor  and  proprietor,  and  the  first  number  issued  August  20,  1875. 
It  was  a  folio  of  twentv-f'our  columns,  and  quite  creditable  and  neat 
in  its  mechanical  arrangement.  The  paper  is  now  edited  and  pub- 
lished by  Steen  Brothers. 

THE    I'OST-OFFICE, 

Was  (>talili>lied  in  l87ii,  with  Alpheus  Wall,  as  the  first  post-master. 
The  .-ucceeiling  ones  have  been  Geo.  H.  Cox,  R.  A.  Buxton  and  J. 
W.  Campbell. 

B.\NK. 

The  banking  house  of  J.  H.  Vandeveer,  was  established  October 
15,  1879.     A.  H.  Vandeveer,  cashier. 

MII.I.S    .\XI)    EI.EVATllIIS. 

Glenn  Bros.  Mill  and  Elevator  was  built  in  1871,  and  is  now 
owned  by  Fredrick  &  Harri.son.  The  mill  has  four  run  of  burrs. 
The  elevator  is  constructed  for  handling  all  kinds  of  grain,  and  has 
a  capacity  of  20,000  bushels  small  grain. 

A.  B.  Hcrdmau  it  Co.'s  elevator  was  erected  by  J.  R.  Stewart,  in 
1871.  It  is  constructe<l  for  handling  all  kinds  of  grain,  with  a 
capacity  of  16,000  bushels. 

The  elevator  owned  and  operated  by  Settlemire  &  Son,  is  built 
for  handling  all  kinds  of  grain,  and  has  a  capacity  of  16,000  storage. 

PIii/Kiciany. — W.  W.  Crane,  J.  W.  Campbell,  A.  B.  Simmons,  D. 
F.  Salander. 

Oen'l  .Sy,<,Y.?.— T.S.  Knotts,  J.  L.  Terrell  &  Co.,  N.  K.  Beardslee. 

GroeiriK  iinil  (^aeenswiire. — J.  B.  &  C.  H.  Walker,  Kelley  ct 
Cole,  J.  ^^'.  l\:  a.  S.  McCauley,  E.  L.  Cheatham  A  Co. 

DriKj  Stores. — Steen  Bros.,  Leroy  Martin. 

Hardware  and  Ayrindtural  Iniplement.i  — Wyckoft'ife  Randolph. 

Hardirare  and  Tinware. — Rafter  and  Hamniack. 

Tin  Stare.— Wm.  Drake  &  Bro. 

Clothimj  and  Gents  Furni.'<liinf/  Goods.—  V.  Breen. 

I>ri/  Goods  and  Groceries. — J.  Welsh. 

Br^  Goods  and  Clothing. — Jacob  Levi. 

Merelumt  Tailor  —G.  H.  Schmidt. 

Clothing,  Boots  and  Shoes. — David  Xoonan. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Store. — E  Overand. 

Slioe  Shops. — Joseph  Kins,  F.  Sandhagen,  A.  Wiegant. 

Harness  Store  — A.  ^Michael. 

Bakery  and  Confectionery. — George  Atzger. 

Bah-njand  Bestuuranl.—^l.  ^Sl.  Sternberg. 

Griiceri/  and  Re.^taiir'int. — ,J.  H.  Poggenpol. 

Tubaceo  and  Rr.4anrant. — A.  Munsterman,  Michael  McLean. 

I)enti.<t.—C.  JI   Brown. 

Laniber  Yard.—E.  S.  Shull. 

Architect.'!,  Bailders  A-  Wagon  Mamifrs. — Otflighter  and  Warren. 

Wagon  Factory.— X.  W.  :Miller. 

Licrry  and  Feed  Stables. — Anson  Wall. 

Blai-h.<inith  Shops. — J.  T.  Hall,   Christ  Wucherpfennig,  Joseph 

(Jchsner,  Templetou  it  Galloway. 

Mcid  3Iurkct. — Samuel  Brown. 

Photographer.— K  P.  Tilley. 

Barber  Shops. — Simon  Byer,  E.  P.  Tilley. 

Millinery  and  Fancy  Starr. — ^Miss  Emma  Buchanan,  Miss  Rosie 

Ingalls,  .Mrs.  Dora  Thatcher. 

IWTEI.S. 
Tri'inont  Jfmt.^c. — X.  N.  Bell,  proprietor. 
Cheney  Hoase.—\\'.  H.  Hearin,  proprietor. 
Citij  Hotel. — Lewis  Banschbach,  proprietor. 
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IIKN'KVOI.KNT     SOcnoTIKS. 
Mornsoiinllr    l.oilrjr   To.  081,  A.    F.  and    A.    .M.,  Nv;i>  (irgani/.i-il 
uiiflci-   (iis|irii.*atioM,  1'\'1j.  -is,  1S71,  and   chartir   sraiitcd  (.>ft.  :].l, 
1871.     The  cliartci-  memlicr-  iiiiriiliernl  niiictcrii. 

Thr  Fh-d  Officers  urrr:  ,1.  ( '.  W.m»1,  \V.  M.  ;  U  K.  I'riifc.  S. 
W.  •  W.  T.  i;ii-ks.  J.  W.;  S.  .M.  MeKevimMs.  Treas. ;  D.  F.  Salaii- 
,Ur,'sr,v  ;  N.  K.  l!eanl>l.T,  S  ]).;  A.  Wall,  J.  D. ;  11.  C.  Barth..- 
lomcw,  Tvlt-r. 

Present  ()ffirn:<  are:  J.  M  I'riKv.  W.  M. ;  A.  W.  Miller,  S.  \\  .■ 
Will.  Drakci  J.  W.  ;  D.  F.  Murry,  Treas.  ;  J.  P.  Stark,  Sec. ;  G.  W. 
Ladley,  S.  D. ;  Joliii  Smith,  J.  D.  :  H.  K.  Vcwv  and  C  A.  Wyr- 
koti;  Stewards;  Geo.  De  Spam,  Tyler. 

Morrhoin-il/e  Lodge  Xo.  459,1.0.0.  F.,  in.^tituted  July  'idth, 
1871.     Chartered  Oct.  10th,  1871. 

Fird  Officer.-:.— Lewh  Puckett,  N.  G  ;  James  Miller,  V.  G.  ;  iM. 
F.  Chenev,  See. ;  E.  P.  Tilley,  Treas. 

Present  Offie, r.<.—Y..  V.  Till.y,  X.  G. ;  James  Jliller.  V.  G. ;  A. 
W.  Miller,  Sec. ;  D.  F.  Murry,  Treas. 

ir,r/i«r  ]Mil<ii.  A'o.  4!)7,  I.  < ).  O.  F.,  was  chartered  Oct  8,  1872. 
Kiimher  of  charter  mcinlier.-,  ten. 

Fir.'<t  Offieer.<.—J.  King,  N.  G.  ;  F.  Khigehule,  V.  G  ;  M. 
Sternberg,  Treas.  ;  L.  Baiischliaeh,  Sec. 

Pre.^ent  Offieen. — Wm.  Klusmann,  N.  G. ;  J.  B.  Sager,  V.  G. ; 
Fred  Sandhageii,  Treas. ;  L.  Banschbaeh,  Sec. 

Anelent  Order  United  Wurl.men,  Slur  Lodr/e,  Xo.  44,  was  char- 
tered Feb.  16th,  1877.     < 'luirter  members  numbered  sixteen. 

Fir.'^t  Otfieer.-<.—A.  W.  Miller,  P.  M.  W. ;  John  Watson,  Jr.,  M. 
W.;  J  M.  Pence,  G.  F. ;  Frank  N.  Haven,  O.  ;  W.S.Warren, 
Rec. ;  H.  P.  Lentz.  F. ;  J  B.  Walker,  Rec. ;  J.  W.  Campbell, 
Guide;  F.  Sandhagen,  I.  W. ;  A.  M.  Young,  O.  W. 

Present  Offieers. — F.  N.  Haven,  P.  M.  W. ;  C.  G.  Kociwn,  M.  W. ; 
Ed.  Charlson,  G.  F. ;  A.  W.  Miller,  O;  J.  B.  Walker,  Rec;  J. 
W.  Campbell,  F. ;  A.  M.  Young,  Rec. ;  E  S.  Little,  Guide ;  G.  A. 
Vandcveer,  I.  W. ;  J.  W. ;  J.  Shake,  O.  W. ;  J.  W.  Campbell,  Rep. 
The  tinancial  interests  are  of  fair  proportions,  as  may  be  inferred 
fri>ni  the  fact  that  upward  of  §200,000  worth  of  merchandize  is  an- 
nually sold  by  retail  alone,  with  an  annual  sale  of  from  50,000  to 
60,000  feet  of  lumber;  and  from  700,000  to  800,000  bushels  of 
grain  is  received  yearly,  and  either  manufirctured  into  flour  lure. 
or  shippeil  to  distant  markets,  together  with  a  large  anmnnt  of 
stock,  worth,  perhaps,  §60,000,  making,  in  the  aggregate,  annually, 
a  large  sura  of  money  that  is  employed  in  the  transaction  of  business. 

SCHOOLS. 

Earlv  attention  was  given  to  educational  facilities.  I'nder  t(jwn- 
ship  organization,  a  neat  frame  school-hou.se  was  built  May  1,  1870. 
It  was  used  also  as  a  town  luill  and  for  church  purposes.  To  avoid 
disputes  and  uiiplea.sant  feelings,  and  to  keep  the  peace,  the  directors 
assigned  a  special  Sabbath  to  each  denomiuatiun.  Miss  Gertrude 
Pence  wa.s  the  first  teacher  employed  by  the  district  to  occupy  it. 
As  the  town  increa.sed  in  population  the  erection  of  a  larger  house 
became  Iiecessary.  In  1874,  the  board  of  directors  met  and 
decided  on  the  cost  and  plan  of  a  building,  which  was  soon  erected. 
It  is  a  brick  structure,  40x50  feet  in  size,  two  stories  high,  and  con- 
tains suitable  rooms  for  three  departments.  It  was  completed  at  a 
cost  of  S10,l»0(l. 

The  building  is  an  ornament  to  the  place  and  speaks  well  for  the 
enlerpri.sc  of  the  people  and  the  interest  they  exhibit  in  popular 
education. 

CHURCHE.S. 

Mr.  Van  Emnion,  a  Dunkard,  has  the  credit  of  preaching  the 
fir.st  sermon  in  Morrisonville,  May  22,  1870,  in  the  first  scliool- 
liouse,  soon  after  its  completion. 


The  Presbyterian  church  was  the  first  organized  in  the  town. 
The  society  made  out  a  list  of  names  of  those  desiring  to  unite  in 
the  formation  of  a  church,  Sept.  1,  1870,  and  it  was  presented  to 
the  Presbytery,  at  Matooii,  111.  On  the  4th  of  October  in  the 
same  year  it  received  favoralile  aeliini,  and  R"v.  W.  Maynard 
and  Elder  C.  Goudv,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  and 
complete  the  organization,  which  they  did  January  15,  1871.  Rev. 
E.   P.  Rankin,  became  the  first  resident  pastor. 

The  Presbyterian  church  was  the  first  erected  in  Morrisonville, 
on  ground  presented  by  Col  Morrison.  The  ground  was  first 
broken,  early  in  Octuber,  1.S71.  The  enclosure  was  completed  in 
the  following  December,  but  the  plastering  was  not  done  till  the 
spring  of  1872.  The  building  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  §10,000. 
The  house  was  dedicateil  July  14,  1872.  The  sermon  was  delivered 
by  Rev.  E.  F.  Root,  then  at  Shclhyville,  111.  It  is  a  large  hand- 
some structure  of  the  gnthie  ty]ie,  with  steeple. 

The  first  Sunday  school  was  (irganized  in  the  school-house,  July 
10,  1870,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M. 

It  was  re-organized  August  7,  1870,  with  fort3--seven  scholars 
and  seven  teachers,  as  the  Union  Sahbatli  Seliool,  composed  of  all 
denominations,  with  IMebane  Anderson,  as  Superintendent,  and 
William  Anderson,  Librarian  and  Treasurer.  It  was  moved  into 
the  new  Presbyterian  church  July  28,  1872. 

The  Catholic  church  was  erected  in  1872,  at  a  cost  of  $4,000.  It 
is  a  large  frame  building,  and  has  a  parsonage  in  connection. 

The  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  was  built  in  1873.  It  is  a 
frame  building,  rather  small,  and  is  also  used  by  other  denomina- 
tions. 

There  is  now  in  course  of  erection  a  Methmlist  Episcopal  church, 
which  will  be  completed  this  year. 

INCOKl'OR.iTION. 

The  town  was  incorporated  under  the  general  city  and  village 
law  in  May  1872.  The  fir.st  board  of  Trustees  consisted  of  the 
following  named  persons: — C.  M.  Leiberman,  Dr.  C.  Yoorhees,  W. 
T.  Ricks,  E.  S.  Shull  and  J.  T.  Hall  ;  with  Dr.  Silas  Irion  as  Po- 
lice Magistrate. 

The  present  board  of  Trustees  are:— J.  W.  Campbell,  J.  T.  Hall, 
J.  L.  Terrell,  G.  A.  Yandeveer,  Jos.  Sanford  and  J.  D.  OtHighter. 

The  streets  are  kept  in  a  fair  condition,  and  good  plank  walks  are 
laid  on  all  the  principal  ones.  A  large  number  of  shade  and  orua- 
inental  trees  have  been  planted,  and  in  a  few  years  they  will  greatly 
aid  ill  enhancing  the  beauty  of  the  town. 

riN'AI.E. 

In  this  brief  record  of  Morrisonville  there  is  but  little  to  regret, 
and  much  to  awaken  a  just  pride.  On  all  the  stirring  questions  of 
her  time  she  has  occupied  advanced  ground  in  the  van  of  progress. 
Her  people  were  early  friends  of  the  Temperance  cause;  and  zealous 
advocates  of  education  and  i-eligion  from  the  start.  Knowing  that 
good  society  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  sound  morality  as  taught  in  the 
church,  she  established  churches,  and  liberally  maintained  them. 
Conscious  that  the  sum  of  human  happiness  is  increased  by  culture, 
she  earlv  established  schools,  and  has  generously  sustained  them. 
Believing  that  prosperity  is  the  reward  of  enterprise,  she  has  evinced 
a  stirring  activity  in  the  pursuits  of  the  various  industries,  and  has 
prospered.  Feeling  that  a  manly  independence  is  what  makes  the 
free  man,  her  people  have  carved  their  own  way,  and  are  not  place- 
seekers.  Realizing  that  worth  makes  the  man,  her  people  do  no 
homage  to  place  or  station  and  court  no  man  for  patronage.  Her 
history  is  not  yet  made  ;  the  first  ten  years  of  her  existence  was  lay- 
ing the  groundwork,  from  which  history  is  hereafter  to  be  con- 
structed. 
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BI0C4RAPHICAL    SKETCHES 


E.  8.  SHULL. 

Mr.  Shull,  one  of  the  leading  businew  men  of  Morrisonville,  was 
boru  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  on  the  3d  of  April,  1838.  AVhen  he 
was  ten  years  olil  his  father  died,  and  he  was  then  apprenticed  to  a 
farmer  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  and  lived  with  him  until  he 
was  sixteen  years  old.  He  afterward  worked  on  a  farm  for  two 
summers  at  nine  dollars  a  mouth  wages,  and  in  the  winter  went  to 
school.  •  When  eighteen,  he  attended  the  high-school  at  Xew  Lisbou, 
Ohio.  Having  thus  by  his  own  efforts  secured  a  substantial  Eng- 
lish education,  in  the  fall  of  18-57,  he  took  charge  of  a  school  in 
Columbiana  county.  He  was  engaged  in  teaching  till  the  spring  of 
1859.  Considerable  excitement  arose  that  year  about  the  discovery 
of  gold  at  Pike's  Peak,  and  Mr.  Shull,  in  company  with  three  other 
young  men,  left  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  in  ^Nlarch,  1857,  for 
Colorado.  The  party  traveled  by  steamer  down  the  Ohio  and  up 
the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers  to  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  At  this 
point  they  bought  two  ponies,  on  which  they  packed  the  neccssarv 
outfit  for  cooking  and  camping  out,  and  set  out  across  the  plains 
for  Denver.  A  month  was  occupied  in  making  this  journey  of 
about  six  hundred  miles.  The  whole  distance  was  made  on  foot. 
On  their  arrival  they  found  Denver  filled  with  a  multitude  of  for- 
tune seekers  and  gold  diggers,  like  themselves,  without  any  capital, 
all  of  them  anxious  to  get  back  to  the  states  once  more,  and  many 
of  them  totally  without  the  means  of  making  the  journey.  After 
a  stay  of  two  weeks  in  Denver,  !Mr.  Shull  and  his  comrades  con- 
cluded to  return.  In  company  with  two  others  he  made  a  skift', 
laid  in  provisions,  and  launched  it  on  the  Platte  river,  and  in  less 
than  two  weeks  reached  Brownsville,  Nebraska.  The  whole  dis- 
tance was  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  thousand  miles.  Indians  and 
buffalo  were  the  only  objects  at  that  time  discernible  on  the  banks 
of  the  Platte.  From  Brownsville  he  took  passage  bv  boat  to  St. 
Louis. 

His  comrades  returned  to  Ohio,  but  Mr.  Shull,  unwilling  to  go 
back  after  such  a  disastrous  ending  to  the  Pike's  Peak  expedition, 
concluded  to  come  to  Illinois.  At  that  time  he  was  uuaciiuainted 
with  a  single  person  in  this  state,  and  had  only  sixteen  dollars  in 
money.  He  first  went  to  Sangamon  county,  where  he  worked  on  a 
farm  for  a  few  months,  and  in  the  winter  of  1859-60  taught  school. 
He  spent  about  eleven  years  in  the  southern  part  of  Sangamon,  and 
in  the  northern  part  of  Macoupin  county,  mostly  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school.  On  the  30th  of  September,  1864,  he  was  married  at 
Springfield,  by  Judge  N.  M.  Broadwell,  to  Martha  E.  Summer.  She 
was  boru  in  Morgan  county,  but  raised  mostly  in  Sangamon,  and 
her  father,  Michael  Summer,  was  an  old  resident  of  that  part  of  the 
state. 

He  came  to  Morrisonville  on  the  26th  of  July,  1870,  and  began 
the  lumber  business.  The  Wabash  railway  had  at  that  time  just 
been  completed  through  the  county,  and  the  town  of  Morrisonville 
had  been  started  a  few  months  previously.     The  vacant   land   in 


that  part  of  the  county  settled  up  rajiidly,  aud  the  improvements 
made  necessary  the  use  of  large  quantities  of  lumber.  He  was  first 
in  partnership  with  Mr.  G  M.  Chedester,  of  Virden,  but  since 
January,  1873,  has  carried  on  business  for  himself,  and  without  a 
competitor.  He  has  been  closely  connected  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  Morrisonville.  He  is  a  democrat  in  politics.  He  was 
elected  supervisor  from  Ricks  township,  in  the  spring  of  1880.  He 
is  a  total  abstainer  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks.  While  a 
member  of  no  religious  denomination,  he  has  liberally  contributed 
to  the  support  of  all,  and  has  gained  a  reputation  as  an  enterpris- 
ing, liberal  and  honorable  business  man. 


J.  B.  WHITE. 

Mr.  White  is  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  for  a  nnmbor  of  years 
was  prominently  connected  with  the  bar  at  Springfield.  He  was 
born  in  Greene  county,  Ohio,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1828.  His  an- 
cestors were  of  English  and  Scotch  origin,  and  came  to  America, 
and  settted  in  Maryland,  in  the  year  1750.  His  grandfather, 
Thomas  White,  was  too  young  to  take  part  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  but  six  of  his  older  brothers  were  soldiers  in  the  colonial 
army.  His  grandfather  removed  from  Maryland  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  the  year  1811,  emigrated  to  Greene  county,  Ohio,  in  which 
part  of  the  state  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 

The  subject  of  this  biograph)'  was  the  third  of  a  fiimilv  of  ten 
children  of  J.  B.  White  and  Hannah  Stevenson.  His  mother  was 
a  native  of  Virginia.  The  part  of  Ohio  in  which  he  was  born  and 
raised,  was  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  jjopulous  parts  of  the  state. 
His  father's  farm  was  eight  miles  south  of  Dayton.  He  was 
raised  much  after  the  usual  fashion  of  farmers'  sons  at  that  day, 
attending  the  ordinary  district  schools,  and  afterward  an  academy. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  took  charge  of  a  school,  and  from  that 
time  till  after  he  had  attained  his  majority,  was  emjiloyed,  for  a 
considerable  part  of  his  time,  in  teaching.  He  had  formed  an 
early  resolution  to  study  law,  and  in  1850  entered  the  office  of 
Thomas  Moore,  one  of  the  most  popular  lawyers  of  Hamilton,  Ohio. 
He  attended  law  lectures  at  the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1852 

He  had  already  resolved  to  practice  his  profession  in  the  West, 
and  in  April,  1853,  settled  at  Springfield,  Illinois.  On  his  arrival 
in  that  town,  he  found  himself  a  total  stranger,  but  at  once  opened 
an  office.  He  found  that  success  in  the  legal  profession  was  ob- 
tained only  by  slow  steps,  and  by  constant  and  persistent  effort,  but 
he  gradually  succeeded  in  establishing  himself  in  a  large  practice. 
In  1857,  the  bar  of  the  18th  Judicial  District,  comprising  the 
counties  of  Sangamon,  Macoupin,  Montgomery  and  Chri-stian,  united 
in  recommending  him  for  Prosecuting  Attorney.  He  was  electeil 
to  this  office,  and  held  it  for  eight  years.  At  that  time  the  prose- 
cuting attorney  of  the  district  embracing  Springfield,  was  ex-ojffieio 
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attoi'iiev  general  nf  the  state,  tliii.s  making  the  offiec  niie  of  great 
care  and  respon>ihiIity.  He  occupied  tliis  jiosition  during  the  pe- 
riod of  the  war,  wlun  its  duties  were  more  than  usually  Inirden- 
80me  and  important  He  liad  liceome  the  owner  of  a  section  of 
land  in  Kicks  towii-liip,  Clnistiaii  county,  and  hecoming  interested 
in  its  improvement,  in  1^07,  he  removed  from  Springfield,  (piit  tlie 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  lias  .-iuce  been  residing  in  this  county. 
His  wife  was  .Aliss  M.  J.  Mills,  hy  whom  he  has  two  children.  He 
is  a  man  of  lilieral  and  progressive  ideas.  In  politics  he  has 
always  been  a  democrat,  hut  has  never  taken  any  active  per.-onal 
interest  in  piditics,  nor  has  ever  been  a  candidate  for  any  political 
office.  He  \v,is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  six  years, 
the  latter  two  of  which  he  was  chairman  of  the  Board. 


JOHN  ('.  COXKOY. 
Mr.  Con'Roy  has  been  fanning  in  Iticks  township  since  18(il). 
His  parents,  Henry  Conroy  and  Mary  Davis,  were  natives  id'  the 
.state  of  Vermont.  While  on  their  way  West,  they  stopped  for  a 
few  months  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  that  city  Mr.  Conroy 's  birth  oc- 
curred on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1849.  The  following  Decendier 
his  father  settled  in  Chicago,  where  ]\[r.  ('oiiroy  was  brought  up. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  pulilic  schools  of  Chicag(.i,  anil 
at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial  College.  He  also  spent  a 
couple  of  winters  at  the  Union  High  School,  at  Battle  Creek,  Michi- 
gan. At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  began  life  on  his  own  account,  travel- 
ing in  the  summer  through  Micliigan  in  the  interests  of  a  wholesale 
grocery  house  in  Chicago.  He  followed  this  business  till  1868.  On 
the  twelfth  day  of  March,  1868,  he  married  J\[ary  A.  Chance^ 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  Chance,  who  resided  in  Macou. 
pin  county,  near  Shipuian,  and  were  both  natives  of  Jersey  county. 
Mr.  Conroy 's  health  was,  at  that  time,  so  impaired  that  he  con- 
cluded to  go  to  farming.  He  lived  one  year  in  Macoupin  county. 
In  February,  1869,  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  section  thirtv- 
four  of  Ricks  township,  on  which  he  settled.  He  is  now  the  owner 
of  12.5  acres,  -15  of  which  are  in  Montgomery  county.  When  he 
first  undertook  farming  his  weight,  on  account  of  bad  health,  was 
greatly  reduced,  but  exercise  in  the  open  air  has  fully  restored  him 
to  his  former  vigor.  On  the  fifteenth  of  August,  1870,  his  wife 
died,  leaving  him  four  children,  Charles  H.,  John  W.,  Ella  May  and 
Lizzie.     He  is  a  democrat  in  politics. 


HON.  W.  E.  MORRISON. 

The  Morrison  famil}-  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  state.  Robert 
Morrison,  the  grandfather  of  Mr.  Morrison,  came  from  Philadeljihia 
about  the  year  1792,  and  settled  in  Kaskaskia,  which  at  that  time 
was  a  village  composed  almost  entirely  of  French  inhabitants,  and 
which,  in  the  early  history  of  Illinois,  was  the  commercial  metropo- 
lis of  the  Mississippi  valley,  outranking  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans 
as  a  place  of  importance.  The  Morrisons  at  Kaskaskia  were  the 
leaders  in  commercial  enterprises,  and  among  the  most  influential 
and  sagacious  men  in  the  fields  of  business  and  politics  iu  the  then 
territory  of  Illinois.  Robert  Morrison  married  Eliza  L.  Lowry, 
daughter  of  Col.  Lowry,  of  Baltimore,  and  sLster  of  James  Lowry 
Donaldson,  one  of  tbe  Spanish  land  commissioners,  with  whom  she 
came  to  Illinois  in  1805.  She  was  of  Irish  descent.  James  Lowry 
Donaldson  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  North  Point,  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  a  monument  to  his  memory  now  stands  in  Monumental 
Square,  iu  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

James  Lowry  Donaldson  Morrison,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  burn  at  Kaskaskia  ou  the  12th  of  April,  1816.     At 


one  time  his  father,  Robert  Morrison,  was  one  of  the  largest  mail 
contractors  in  Illinois,  and  had  charge  of  the  routes  extending  from 
Kaskaskia  to  Shawneetown,  Cairo,  Vandalia,  Cape  Girardeau,  and 
other  points.  He  received  his  pay  by  drafts  on  the  various  offices, 
and  it  was  Col.  ^Morrison's  duty,  when  a  boy.  to  travel  to  these 
various  jioints  and  collect  these  drafts.  In  the  spring  of  1832,  when 
sixteen,  he  was  appointed  midshipman  in  the  United  States  navy. 
His  first  cruise  was  to  the  Pacific,  on  board  the  sloop  of  war,  "Fair- 
field," and  it  lasted  twenty-seven  months.  He  was  afterward  trans- 
ferred to  the  West  India  squadron,  and  was  confined  for  eight 
months  iu  the  naval  hospital  at  Pensacola,  with  an  attack  of  rheu- 
matism, brought  on  by  exposure.  It  was  there  that  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  He  picked  u]i  the  first  volume  of  Blackstone  to  pass 
away  the  time,  and,  becoming  interested,  sent  to  Mobile  for  Black- 
stone  and  Kent,  which  for  seven  months  he  studied  thoroughly. 
He  returned  to  Illinois,  and  in  1836  entered  the  law  office  of  Judge 
Pope,  and  in  about  a  year  afterward  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  His 
first  fee  of  a  hundred  dollars  he  earned  by  quashing  an  indictment 
for  murder  in  Jackson  county,  Illinois.  He  took  a  prominent  part 
on  the  whig  side  in  the  campaign  of  1840.  The  whigs  made  him 
their  candidate  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
Mexican  war  he  rai.sed  in  St.  Clair  county  the  first  company  of  vol- 
unteers organized  in  the  state.  This  company  subsequently  became 
incorporated  with  the  Second  Illinois  regiment,  of  which  he  was 
chosen  Lieutenant-Colonel.  At  Buena  Vista  this  regiment  lost 
thirteen  commissioned  officers  and  ninety  men.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  the  legislature  of  Illinois  presented  Col.  Morrison  with  a  sword, 
suitably  inscribed,  in  recognition  of  his  services  iu  the  field.  On 
returning  from  the  array  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  law  and 
investments  iu  land.  On  the  dissolution  of  the  whig  party  he 
became  a  democrat.  He  represented  St.  Clair  county  in  the  lower 
house  of  the  legislature,  and  St.  Clair  and  Monroe  in  the  senate, 
and  was  elected  to  Congress.  Since  his  removal  from  Belleville  to 
St.  Louis,  his  law  practice  has  been  confined  mostly  to  large  land 
cases  of  his  own  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  In 
1842  he  married  Mary  A.  Carlin,  daughter  of  Ex-Gov.  Thomas  A. 
Carlin.     She  was  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  biography. 

William  Edward  Morrison  was  born  at  Belleville,  Illiuois,  ou  the 
l:;th  of  April,  1846.  He  was  the  next  to  the  oldest  child.  At  the 
time  of  his  birth  his  father  was  absent  in  Mexico,  the  Mexican  war 
then  being  in  progress.  His  boyhood  was  spent  mostly  at  Belleville. 
The  chief  part  of  his  education  was  obtained  at  the  college  of  the 
Christian  Brothers,  in  St.  Louis.  In  1862,  when  sixteen,  he  entered 
the  United  States  army  as  midshipman.  This  was  during  the  war 
of  the  rebellion.  His  first  service  was  on  board  the  "  Constitu- 
tion," originally  the  "  Old  Ironsides."  He  was  at  sea  about  two 
years.  At  the  request  of  his  father,  who  wished  hira  to  enter  the 
legal  profession,  he  resigned  from  the  navy  on  the  16th  of  February, 

1866.  He  returned  to  Belleville,  and  entered  the  law  office  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Snyder,  now  judge  of  the  judicial  circuit  iu  which  St.  Clair 
county  is  included.  After  spending  about  two  years  in  Judge  Sny- 
der's office,  he  was  examined  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
supreme  court,  who  pronounced  him  qualified  for  the  practice  of  the 
profession.  At  the  time  of  his  examination  he  was  under  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  according  to  the  statutory  regulations  could 
not  take  the  oath  until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  on  his  twenty-first  birthday,  the   loth  of  April, 

1867.  The  fall  succeeding  his  admission  he  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Springfield.  He  was  first  in  the  office  of  Stuart, 
Edwards  &  Brown,  and  afterward  in  that  of  McClernand,  Broad- 
well  tt  Springer.    He  resided  in  Springfield  till  May,  1871. 

He  had  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  from  boy- 
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hood  was  a  democrat  of  a  stanch  and  steadfast  type.  During  the 
campaign  of  1868,  in  which  Se^'mour  was  the  democratic  candidate 
for  president,  iu  opposition  to  Grant,  at  the  request  of  the  state 
central  committee  he  made  the  canvass  of  Peoria,  Fulton,  Sanga- 
mon, Christian,  De  Witt,  Scott  and  Menard  counties,  in  the  inter- 
ests of  tlie  democratic  candidates.  He  had  inherited  a  natural 
taste  for  oratory,  and  the  speeches  of  young  Morrison  were  received 
with  popular  favor. 

The  farm  on  whicli  he  now  resides,  near  Morrisonville,  he  first 
saw  on  the  9th  of  October,  1867.  It  was  then  covered  with  tall 
prairie  grass.  The  railroad  had  not  3-et  been  built.  He  came  to 
Christian  county  in  May,  1871,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  this 
tract  of  land.  The  Wabash  railway  hail  been  constructed  the  pre- 
vious year,  and  the  town  of  Morrisonville,  which  took  its  name 
from  Mr.  Jlorrison's  father,  founded.  In  the  summer  of  1871  he 
began  building  his  present  residence,  half  a  mile  north  of  Morrison- 
ville. Mr.  jSIorrison  has  since  been  closely  identified  with  the 
interests  of  Christian  county.  He  has  been  an  influential  man  in 
shaping  the  policy  of  the  democratic  party  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
In  1876  he  received  the  democratic  nomination  for  representative 
in  the  legislature  from  the  thirty-fourth  senatorial  district,  compris- 
ing Christian  and  Montgomery  counties.  The  democrats  of  the  dis- 
trict supported  him  with  great  unanimity  and  enthusiasm,  and  ho 
was  elected  by  a  majority  of  several  hundred  votes  in  excess  of  that 
received  by  the  general  ticket.  On  taking  his  seat,  he  was  the  next 
to  the  youngest  man  in  the  house.  The  house  was  republican  by  a 
small  majorit)',  except  when  the  democrats  and  independents  united 
in  opposition.  During  this  session  occurred  the  memorable  contest 
which  resulted  in  the  election  of  David  Davis  as  United  States  sen- 
ator. Mr.  IMorrison  recorded  his  vote  on  every  ballot  against  C4en. 
Logan,  the  republican  candidate,  and  in  the  democratic  caucus  was 
one  of  the  first  to  advocate  the  throwing  of  the  democratic  strength 
iu  favor  of  Davis,  a  movement  which  resulted  in  Davis'  election, 
and  the  defeat  of  a  regular  republican.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  railroads,  and  strongly  opposed  a  measure  introduced 
in  the  interest  of  the  railroads,  with  the  object  of  relieving  their 
capital  stock  from  taxation.  He  made  a  speech  in  favor  of  a  uni- 
form system  of  school  books  throughout  the  state,  a  measure  which 
would  have  saved  the  people  much  money.  He  also  supported  a 
measure  to  allow  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  to  appoint  their  own 
inspector  of  grain.  In  March,  1877,  a  resolution  was  introduced 
to  appropriate  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  completion  of  the  Doug- 
las monument.  On  coming  up  for  passage,  it  was  ojipcjsed  by  Mer- 
ritt,  of  Marion,  iu  a  bitter  speech,  in  which  he  attacked  Douglas 
in  the  most  vindictive  manner.  After  Merritt  took  his  seat,  Mr. 
Morrison  as  soon  as  possible  gained  the  floor,  and  delivered  in  favor 
of  the  bill  a  speech  which  was  greeted  with  tremendous  applause, 
and  which  was  afterward  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  finest  oratorical 
eflbrts  ever  made  iu  the  house.  Though  made  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  and  without  preparation,  its  power  and  eloquence  won  for 
the  member  from  Christian  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  speakers 
in  the  legislature.  The  Springfield  Joiinud  said  that  the  speech 
"was  one  of  impassioned  eloquence,  and  was  heartily  applauded." 
The  Monitor  said  that  the  member  from  Christian  had  shown  that 
he  had  "  every  requisite  for  the  making  of  a  great  orator  and  states- 
man, and  possessed  ability  and  talent  that  would  eventually  seek  a 
lofty  outlet."  The  Chicago  InUr-  Ocean  declared  it  to  be  "  the  most 
successful  speech  yet  delivered  on  any  question.  In  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  speech  in  support  of  the  Douglas  monument,  several 
members  of  the  legislature,  merchants  in  Chicago,  and  Leonard 
Volk,  the  sculptor,  united  in  presenting  him  with  a  suitable  memo- 
rial, in  the  shape  of  a  statue  of  Douglas. 
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Mr.  ^Morrison  is  e.ssentially  a  democrat.  He  is  not  only  a  strong 
and  ardent  supporter  of  the  time-honored  principles  of  democracy, 
but  the  natural  tendencies  of  his  mind  are  opposed  to  everything 
in  the  nature  of  aristocracy  and  monopolj'. 

.  Hs  was  married  on  the  20th  of  October,  1869,  to  Annie  C.  Per- 
kins, a  native  of  Springfield,  and  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  Perkins, 
an  old  resident  of  Sangamon  county.  Her  death  occurred  on  the 
20tli  of  JIarch,  1874,  leaving  him  one  child,  James  L.  D.  M(jr- 
rison,  jr. 


EUGEXE  M.  MORKISON, 
Who  has  been  a  resident  of  Christian  county  since  October,  1877, 
was  born  at  Belleville,  St  Clair  county  this  state,  on  the  firet  day 
of  January,  1849.  Few  families  have  been  more  intimately  identi- 
fieil  with  the  history  of  Illinois  than  the  one  with  which  ~Slr.  Mor- 
rison is  connected.  Nearly  a  century  ago  the  ^Morrisons  came  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Kaskaskia,  then  the  largest  and  most  important 
settlement  in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  at  once  took  rank  among 
the  leading  men  who  gave  the  first  impetus  to  the  growth  of  the 
mighty  empire  which  now  has  its  seat  in  the  states  which  border 
the  Mississippi.  His  grandfather  was  Robert  Morrison.  His 
grandmother  was  Eliza  L.  Lowry,  who  made  on  horseback  the 
dangerous  and  adventurous  journey  through  the  wilderness  from 
Baltimore  to  Kaskaskia  in  the  year  1805.  His  father.  Col.  J.  L. 
D.  ilorrison,  is  a  man  already  well  known  to  the  people  of  Illinois. 
Born  at  Kaskaskia  iu  the  year  1816,  his  boyhood  made  him  fa- 
miliar with  the  incidents  which  marked  the  history  of  Illinois 
during  the  few  years  after  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state. 
Entering  the  United  States  Navy  as  midshipman  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, he  cruised  on  the  Pacific,  and  while  sick  in  the  Xaval  Hospital 
at  Pensacola  began  the  study  of  law.  Returning  to  Illinois  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  Ijecame  one  of  the  leading  law3-ers  of  the 
state.  (Jn  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Mexico  he  raised  a 
company  of  volunteers  in  St.  Clair  county,  which  became  part  of 
the  Second  Illinois  regiment,  of  which  he  was  made  Lieutenant 
Colonel.  On  the  field  of  Buena  Vista  this  regiment  distinguished 
itself  by  its  bravery,  and  on  his  return  the  Legislature  of  Illinois 
presented  Col.  ^Morrison  with  a  sword  in  acknowledgmeut  of  his 
services.  He  represented  St.  Clair  county  in  the  State  Senate  and 
in  the  lower  house  of  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  a  member  of 
Congress.  Of  late  years  his  home  has  been  in  St.  Louis,  but  his 
numerous  visits  have  made  his  fiice  familiar  to  the  people  of  this 
countv.  Mary  A.  Carlin,  daughter  of  Thomas  A.  Carlin,  at  one 
time  Governor  of  Illinois,  was  Col.  ]\Iorrison's  first  wife  and  the 
mother  of  Eugene  M.  ^lorrison. 

Mr.  jMorrison's  boyhood  was  spent  mostly  in  the  vicinity  of  Belle- 
ville. When  he  was  six  years  old  he  was  sent  to  the  College  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  in  St.  Louis,  which  school  he  attended  for  about 
six  vears.  For  one  term  he  was  a  student  at  McKendree  College 
at  Lebanon.  He  was  next  .sent  to  Georgetown  College  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He  was  at  George- 
town during  1864  and  1865,  the  closing  years  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion. Washington  was  at  that  time  the  scene  of  many  important 
events,  which  made  a  residence  in  its  neighborhood  memorable.  The 
years  1866  and  1867  were  spent  at  the  St.  Louis  University,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  the  summer  of  1867.  During  part  of  the 
years  1868  and  1869  he  was  in  Europe  with  his  father.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1869,  he  went  to  Bloomingtiui  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
Robert  E.  WilL'ams,  at  one  time  Attorney  General  of  Illinois.  He 
read  law  with  him  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned  to  Belleville. 
In  the  summer  of  1871  he  visited  Louisiana.     On  the  twentj'-first 
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day  of  November  of  the  same  year  lie  married  Miss  Olivia  A.  Eason, 
of  Port  Jefferson,  Louisiana.  :Mrs.  Morrison  was  born  in  East 
Feliciana  parish,  Louisiana.  Her  father  was  Col.  C.  W.  Easou,  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  but  an  old  resident  of  the  state  of  Louisi- 
ana. He  had  taken  part  in  the  war  with  Mexico.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Morrison  resided  in  Louisiana  till  1877,  when  he  returned 
to  Illinois  and  became  a  resident  of  this  county.  He  settled  on 
section  nine  of  Kicks  township.  His  residence  is  tiiree-quaiters  of 
a  mile  east  of  the  town  of  Morrisonville,  which  was  named  in  honor 
of  Mr.  Morrison's  father.  The  form  under  his  care  embraces  a  whole 
section  of  land,  of  which  abont  tive  hundred  acres  have  been  im- 
proved. A  full  page  illustration  of  his  residence  and  its  surround- 
ings may  be  seen  elsewhere.  He  has  two  children — Mary  Adele 
and  Alma  Eugenia.  He  has  never  taken  part  in  public  life,  but  in 
his  political  belief  is  a  member  of  the  democratic  party. 


THOMAS  MOXEGAN. 
The  city  of  Enniskillen,  in  the  county  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  was 
the  birth-place  of  Mr.  Jlonegan.  He  was  born  on  the  30th  of 
August,  1838.  In  the  tall  of  1846  his  parents,  Henry  and  Catha- 
rine Monegan,  emigrated  with  the  family  to  America.  After  a 
voyage  of  three  months  in  the  sailing  vessel,  "Ashland,'"  the  family 
landed  at  New  Orleans,  where  they  remained  till  the  spring  of  1847, 
and  then  came  up  the  Mississippi  to  Alton.  His  father  rented  land 
in  the  Dorsey  settlement,  in  the  northern  part  of  Madison  county, 
and  lived  there  till  1850,  then  removing  to  the  vicinity  of  Bunker 
Hill,  in  Macoupin  county.  The  first  land  which  his  father  owned 
was  a  farm  in  the  north-west  corner  of  Bunker  Hill  township, 
where  the  family  lived  till  1862,  and  then  came  to  Christian  county. 
The  greater  part  of  Mr.  Monegan's  common  scIhjoI  education  was 
obtained  at  the  little  town  of  Woodburn,  in  Macoupin  county.  In 
September,  1858,  he  entered  Illinois  College,  at  Jacksonville,  and 
attended  the  sessions  of  that  institution  during  the  winters  of  1858- 
59  and  1859-60.  In  the  year  1865,  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
William,  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  twelve  of  Ricks  township.  The  two  brothers 
carried  on  the  farm  together,  and  increa'^ed  the  amount  of  their 
land  to  eight  hundred  acres.  A  division  of  their  property  was 
made  in  1871,  and  he  and  his  brother  have  since  been  living  on 
adjoining  farms.  He  was  married  on  the  22d  of  !<epteniber,  1870, 
to  Clara  A.  Estabrook,  daughter  of  James  W.  and  Susan  Estabrook. 
She  was  born  in  Madison  county,  in  this  state,  and  came  to  Chris- 
tian countv  with  her  father  in  1866.  Mr.  and  IMi-s.  Monegan  liave 
four  children.  A  view  of  his  residence  in  Kicks  township  is  shown 
elsewhere.  He  owns  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  laud.  He 
has  always  been  a  democrat  in  politics.  His  father  died  on  the 
22d  of  January,  1879,  in  Ricks  township,  at  the  age  of  nearly 
seventy;  his  mother  is  still  living.  Beside  his  brother  and  him- 
self, one  sister,  Jane,  now  the  wife  of  William  Craig,  of  Cireenwood 
township,  is  living  in  this  county. 


WILLIAM  S.  RANDLE. 
The  history  of  the  Handle  family  in  America,  dates  back  to 
three  brothers,  who  came  over  from  England  in  the  Mayflower,  in 
1620.  From  one  of  these  brothers  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  de- 
scended. His  grandfather,  Isom  Randle,  became  a  resident  of 
>forth  Carolina,  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  with  the 
rank  of  major.  Mr.  Handle's  father,  Josiah  Randle,  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  and  there  married  Hannah  Tompkins.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Richard  Tompkins,  who  was  also  one  of  the  brave 


men  who  took  part  iu  the  struggle  of  the  colonies  for  their  independ- 
ence. He  held  a  colonel's  commission,  and  fought  through  the 
whole  seven  years  of  the  war.  Josiah  and  Hannah  Randle  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  five  of  whom  were  sons,  and  six 
daughters.  At  this  date  four  daughters  and  two  sons  are  still 
living.  William  S.  Randle  was  the  youngest  son,  and  the  next  to 
the  voungest  child,  and  was  born  in  Montgomery  county.  North 
Carolina,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1827.  When  he  was  eight  years  old, 
iu  the  year  1835,  his  father  moved  with  the  family,  to  Madison 
county,  in  this  state.  The  winter  of  1835-6  was  spent  at  Edwards- 
ville,  and  the  next  spring  the  family  moved  to  a  farm,  three  or 
four  miles  south  of  that  town.  Josiah  Randle  afterwards  moved 
to  the  eastern  part  of  that  county,  and  died  in  August,  1858.  The 
subject  of  this  biography  had  onh'  ordinary  advantages  for  obtain- 
ing an  education.  He  attended  the  common  schools  and  endeav- 
ored to  improve  his  opportunities  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  but  still 
the  most  of  his  knowledge  has  been  gained  by  his  own  efforts.  On 
the  10th  day  of  May,  1849,  he  married  Sarah  Hausberger,  daughter 
of  Henry  Hausberger.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  \'irginia,  and 
settled  in  Madison  county,  in  the  year  1848.  Mrs.  Randle  was 
born  in  Trigg  county,  Kentucky. 

For  a  number  of  years  previous  to  the  war,  Mr.  Randle  was 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  trading  in  stock.  During  the  rebel- 
lion, he  supplied  the  government  with  large  quantities  of  horses 
and  mules,  and  was  engaged  in  other  business  enterprises  of  a  simi- 
lar character.  In  the  fall  of  1869,  he  moved  from  Madison  to 
Christian  county,  and  settled  on  his  present  farm,  on  section  3,  of 
Ricks  township.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  ten  children,  of  whom 
seven,  five  daughters  and  two  sons,  are  now  living.  Beside  farm- 
ing, he  has  been  engaged  to  some  extent  in  the  practice  of  law — a 
profession  with  which  he  first  became  familiar,  while  living  in 
Madison  county.  His  practice  of  the  legal  profession  has,  however, 
been  limited  to  the  time  he  has  had  to  spare  from  his  other  business. 
In  his  political  sympathies,  he  has  been  a  democrat.  He  is  a  man, 
however,  on  whom  party  ties  sit  lightly,  and  he  believes  that  the 
interests  of  the  country  are  often  best  served,  by  voting  for  the 
best  man  for  office,  irrespective  of  party  affiliations.  On  another 
page  is  an  illustration  of  his  farm,  the  improvements  on  which  he 
has  built  since  his  residence  in  this  county. 


STEEN  BROTHERS 

CEORtlE    II.    STEEN    AND    .JOSEPH    W.    STEEN. 

Among  the  business  men  who  have  more  recently  identified  them- 
selves with  the  interests  of  Christian  county,  are  Messrs.  George  H. 
and  Joseph  W.  Steen,  who  are  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at 
^Morrisonville,  and  are  the  editors  and  proprietors  of  the  Morrison- 
fiUe  Times.  They  are  natives  of  Tippecanoe  county,  Indiana. 
Their  grandfather,  George  Hamilton  Steen,  was  an  Irishman  by 
birth,  who  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  America  about  the  time  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  In  his  religious  faith  he  was  a  strong  Protes- 
tant. He  settled  near  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  and  for  several 
years  was  in  the  distilling  business,  an  occupation  which  at  that 
time  was  considered  most  respectable  and  honorable.  The  family 
was  connected  with  the  Hamilton  family,  of  which  Alexander 
Hamilton  was  a  distinguished  member,  and  the  name  Hamilton  has 
since  been  handed  down  successively  from  father  to  son  for  several 
generations. 

Their  father,  George  Hamilton  Steen,  was  born  iu  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  near  the  city  of  Lancaster,  in  the  year  1797. 

He  left  home  when  sixteen.  He  subsequently  came  to  Indiana 
and  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  iu  Tippecanoe 
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county  in  1828,  on  which  he  afterward  settled,  and  which  was  his 
home  till  the  time  of  his  death.      This  farm  whicii  was  located  in 
one  of  the  richest  sections  of  Indiana,  he  subsequently  increased  to 
i  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres;  improved  it  with  great  care, 

and  erected  large  and  substantial  buildings.  In  May,  183o,  he 
married  ISIary  Whitson.  She  was  about  fifteen  years  younger  than 
her  husband.  Her  father  was  John  Whitson,  who  was  of  Welsh 
descent,  and  (Quaker  parentage,  though  his  own  connection  with  the 
Friends'  denomination  had  been  severed  by  reason  of  his  having 
married  outside  the  membership  of  the  society.  The  father  of  the 
Messrs.  Steen  died  in  April,  1859.  He  was  a  man  much  resjiected 
in  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  In  disposition  he  was  quiet 
and  reserved,  and  always  refused  to  hold  office  or  take  any  active 
part  in  public  afliiirs  He  managed  his  farming  operations  and  his 
own  private  business  in  the  most  exact  and  methodical  manner,  and 
died  possessed  of  abundant  means.  He  was  kind-hearted,  and  be- 
side his  own  children  raised  several  bo3's.  Some  of  the  best  business 
men  now  of  Tippecanoe  county,  Indiana,  and  of  the  city  of  Lafay- 
ette, owe  their  successful  start  in  life  to  the  excellent  training  which 
they  received  at  his  hands.  In  his  politics  he  had  been  an  old  line 
whig,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church.  He  had  twelve  children.  Several  died  in  infancy, 
and  five  are  now  living.  John  W.  Steen,  one  of  the  sons,  is  in  the 
drug  business  at  Litchfield  ;  one  daughter,  now  ]SIrs.  Harriet  Bum- 
hard,  resides  at  Lafayette,  Indiana  ;  another  daughter,  INIrs.  Eliza 
Kenyon,  lives  in  Marion  county,  Ohio  The  two  others  are  George 
H.  and  Joseph  W.  Steen.  The  first  was  the  tenth  child,  and  the 
latter  the  youngest. 

(_;eor(;e  h.  .steex 
Was  born  in  Tippecanoe  county,  Indiana,  ten  miles  south-east  of 
Lafayette,  on  the  29th  of  February,  1852.  In  the  year  1864,  when 
a  boy  of  twelve,  he  was  thrown  violently  from  a  horse  and  received 
severe  injuries  from  which  he  has  never  fully  recovered.  In  April, 
1865,  after  partially  regaining  his  strength  he  entered  the  Western 
Methodist  Academy,  at  Dayton,  Indiana,  and  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  terms  was  a  student  in  this  school  for  four  years.  In 
1869,  after  leaving  school,  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  drug  store  at 
Dayton,  and  there  received  his  fir.*t  lessons  in  the  business  which  he 
has  since  followed.  The  next  year,  187t),  he  was  given  charge  of  a 
drug  store  at  Waldron,  in  Shelby  county,  Indiana,  and  was  occupied 
in  its  management  till  March,  1875.  He  had  a  natural  inclination 
for  the  business,  and  to  it  he  devoted  his  undivided  attention  and 
thus  secured  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  every  branch  of  the 
trade.  In  June,  1875,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  John  W. 
Steen,  he  purchased  a  drug  store  at  Litchfield,  Montgomery  county, 
and  for  the  first  time  became  a  resident  of  Illinois.  The  firm  also 
carried  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  laaking  powders.  While 
residing  at  Litchfield,  on  the  5th  of  September,  1877,  he  married 
Ida  J.  Lawrence,  daughter  of  Joseph  Lawrence.  Her  father  was 
an  old  resident  of  Litchfield  ;  he  was  one  of  the  veterans  under  Gen. 
Taylor  who  took  part  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  also  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war  of  the  rebellion.  Mrs.  Steen  was  born  at  Carlinville, 
Macoupin  count}-. 

JOSEPH    W.    STEEN, 

the  youngest  son  of  George  Hamilton  Steen  and  Mary  Steen,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Tippecanoe  county,  Indiana,  on 
the  29th  of  July,  1857.  He  was  only  two  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  father's  death.  In  1867,  his  mother  moved  with  the  family 
to  Dayton,  Indiana.  His  brother,  George  H.  Steen,  was  already 
attending  school  at  that  place,  and  this  change  of  residence  was 
made   so   that  the  two  younger  children   might  also  enjoy  good 


educational  advantages  and  at  the  same  time  live  at  home  with  their 
mother.  In  the  sunmier  of  1869,  he  returned  with  his  mother  to  the 
farm  in  Tippecanoe  county,  Indiana.  During  the  winter  of  1871-2, 
he  attended  school  at  Waldo,  Marion  county,  Ohio,  where  his 
brother-in-law,  ^Ir.  D.  H.  Kenyon,  was  extensively  engaged  in 
farming.  The  summer  of  1872  and  that  of  1873.  he  spent  in  a  little 
town  on  the  Ohio  river,  in  the  extreme  south-west  corner  of  West 
Virginia.  In  the  year  1874,  he  lived  with  a  Dr.  Kitchie,  at  Ken- 
saellaer,  Jasper  county,  Indiana.  After  attending  the  high  school 
at  Attica,  Indiana,  during  the  winter  of  1S75-6,  in  the  spring  of 
1876  he  came  to  Litchfield,  Illinois,  where  his  two  (dder  brothers 
had  gone  into  the  drug  business  the  previous  vear.  The  following 
winter  he  attended  school  at  Litchfield,  and  in  the  fall  of  1878  went  to 
Chicago,  and  was  a  student  in  the  Chicago  College  of  Pharmacy  till 
the  next  spring,  when  he  went  back  to  Litchfield. 

In  April,  1878,  George  H.  Steen  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the 
store  at  Litchfield  to  his  brother,  John  W.  Steen,  and  after  winding 
up  his  business  there,  the  two  brothers  came  to  Morrisonville,  pur- 
chased the  drug  .store  formerly  carried  on  by  C.  A.  Roach,  and  on 
the  10th  of  September,  1878,  began  business.  During  their  residence 
at  Morrisonville  they  have  endeavored  to  secure  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  and  establish  tiiemselves  as  liberal  and  enterpri-sing  business 
men.  The}'  carry  a  full  stock  of  drugs  and  other  articles,  and  have 
endeavored  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  to  give  them  the 
benefit  of  low  prices  and  unadulterated  drugs.  Beside  carrying  on 
the  drug  business  they  are  the  publishers  of  the  ihrrkonrille  Time-^, 
the  only  newspaper  published  in  the  south-western  part  of  Christian 
county.  They  took  charge  of  this  paper  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1879,  and  under  their  management  the  paper  has  attained  a  larger 
circulation,  and  has  been  placed  on  a  paying  basis.  It  is  a  journal 
filled  with  live  local  news,  and  does  credit  to  the  publishers,  who 
had  no  previous  experience  in  the  journalistic  profession,  except 
that  George  H.  Steen  was  formerly  connected  with  one  of  the 
metropolitan  newspapers  as  special  correspondent.  The  Messrs. 
Steen  have  proved  a  valuable  addition  to  the  list  of  bu.sine.ss  men  at 
Morrisonville,  and  their  social  qualities  and  liberal  and  oblig- 
ing methods  of  transacting  business,  have  made  them  many  friends. 


A.  W.  .MILLEK. 
Mk.  Mii.i.EK,  the  police  magistrate  at  Morrisonville,  was  born  in 
Floyd  county,  Indiana,  on  the  4th  of  February,  1830.  His  father, 
Henry  Miller,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  an  early  settler  in 
Indiana.  Before  coming  to  Indiana,  he  was  married  in  Kentucky 
to  Anna  Crow.  Mr.  Miller's  father  moved  from  Indiana  to  Illi- 
nois in  the  year  1838,  and  first  settled  on  the  Macoupin  creek,  east 
of  Carlinville,  in  Macoupin  county.  In  1839  he  moved  on  a  farm 
in  South  Otter  township  in  the  same  county.  Mr  ]\Iiller  was 
mostly  raised  in  that  locality,  attending  the  schools  of  South  Otter 
township  and  working  on  his  father's  farm,  which  he  helped  im. 
prove  from  the  raw  land.  He  learned  the  cooper  trade.  On  the 
24th  of  May,  1850,  he  married  Miss  Maria  Gill,  daughter  of  John 
Gill.  She  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  came  to  this 
ciiuntry  when  seven  years  old,  about  the  year  1840.  In  August, 
1850,  he  moved  to  Carlinville,  and  after  working  one  year  at  the 
cooper's  trade,  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  lu  1853  he 
moved  back  to  South  Otter  township,  rented  land  and  improved  a 
farm.  From  1856  to  1858  he  lived  in  Carlinville  where  he  had  an 
interest  in  a  machine  shop.  In  the  latter  year  he  went  back  to  the 
farm  on  which  he  was  raised  and  assumed  its  management,  his 
father  having  become  too  old  to  attend  to  it  properly.  He  was 
living  there  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion.     He  en- 
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listed  on  the  loth  of  October,  1861,  in  Battery  K  of  the  2d  Illinois 
Artillery.  He  served  three  years  and  two  mouths  and  a  half,  all 
of  the  time  in  the  department  of  the  Mississippi.  At  Fort  Douel- 
son  he  was  on  one  of  the  gun-boats  whieh  participitated  in  the 
close  of  that  fight.  After  the  evaeuation  by  the  rebels  of  Colum- 
bus, Keutueky,  lie  was  -tali. .ned  there.  In  tlie  summer  of  1^(>'. 
he  took  part  in  the  varimis  movements  under  Gen.  Grant  whieh 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  \'lekslinri;-.  lb- was  in  the  siege  (if 
Jackson,  Mississipi.  For  tliirteeu  montlis  his  hatury  was  statiiuieil 
at  Natchez.  During  the  remainder  of  his  term  of  service  he  was 
engaged  in  scouting  and  destroying  the  railroads  leading  to  Mo- 
bile, with  the  object  of  cutting  off  the  rebel  communications,  lie 
was  discharged  at  Mempliis,  December  31st,  1864. 

In  1869,  he  bought  a  quarter  section  of  unimproved  land  in 
Harvel  township,  Jlontgomery  county,  on  wliich  he  lived  till  tlie 
spring  of  1873.  Since  that  date  he  has  been  living  at  Morrison- 
ville,  and  carrying  on  the  wheelwright  business  and  manufacturing 
patent  spring  wagon  seats,  of  the  improvement  on  whieh  he  took 
out  a  patent  in  March,  1874.  He  was  formerly  a  whig  in  politics, 
and  since  the  war  has  been  a  republican.  He  has  nine  children. 
In  the  spring  of  lS7!.t,  he  was  elected  police  magistrate  of  JMorrison- 
ville  for  a  term  of  four  years. 


THEODORE  LAXGEX,  i  Deceased). 
Theodore  Langen  was  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  Kicks 
township,  and  a  good  and  useful  citizen.  He  was  born  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Wiinnenberg,  Prussia,  on  the  27th  of  February,  1827.  His 
parents'  names  were  Frederick  Langen  and  Elizabeth  Wegener, 
and  he  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
and  a  man  in  good  circumstances.  He  attended  school  according 
to  the  German  custom  till  he  was  fourteen.  He  was  a  boy  of  un- 
usually bright  mind,  paid  close  attention  to  his  studies,  and  invari- 
ably stood  at  the  head  of  his  class.  He  secured  a  good  education, 
and  was  well  versed  in  the  Latin  language.     He  lived  at  home  till 


twenty-one,  and  then  went  into  the  Prussian  array,  where  he  served 
three  years.  After  returning  from  the  army  he  emigrated  to 
America.  He  came  over  to  this  country  by  himself;  the  rest  of  the 
family  ren:aining  behind  in  Germany.  He  landed  at  New  York  in 
the  spring  of  1852,  and  came  directly  to  Illinois  in  the  neighbor- 
hoiid  of  Jerseyville,  in  Jersey  county.  On  the  17th  of  October, 
IS-")."),  he  married  Elizabeth  Broekamp,  who  was  born  in  Ahnburg, 
Germany,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1840.  Her  father,  Henry  Broe- 
kamp, on  coming  to  America,  settled  in  Jersey  county,  Illinois, 
seven  miles  west  of  Jerseyville,  where  he  lived  till  his  death,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1870.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catharine 
Mormaun,  also  died  in  Jersey  county. 

After  Mr.  Langen's  marriage  he  moved  to  Greene  county,  and 
rented  a  farm  three  miles  from  Carrollton,  on  which  he  labored  for 
eight  years.  He  came  to  Christian  county  in  the  spring  of  1853. 
He  bought  from  the  government  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  sec- 
tion twenty-nine  of  Ricks  township,  the  first  laud  of  which  he  was 
the  owner.  The  north-western  part  of  the  county  was  at  that  time 
thinly  settled,  and  few  improvements  had  i)een  made  on  the  prairie. 
He  was  an  industrious  and  energetic  man,  and  afterward  bought 
additional  land.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres.  He  was  a  peaceable  and  useful  citizen,  honest  and 
upright  in  his  business  dealings,  and  all  his  neighbors  testify  to  his 
many  good  qualities.  He  died  on  the  31st  day  of  August,  1876. 
In  jiolitics  he  was  a  democrat,  though  he  was  no  active  politician, 
and  had  no  desire  to  fill  public  office.  He  preferred  to  attend  to 
the  management  of  his  farm  and  his  own  private  business  affairs. 
INlr.  and  Mrs.  Langen  had  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
living,  and  residing  in  IJieks  township.  Henry  Langen,  the  oldest 
son,  married  Amelia  Schwabe,  and  is  now  farming  on  section 
twenty-one.  Catharine  is  the  wife  of  Anthony  Lentz.  The  remain- 
ing children,  William,  Mary,  Elenora,  John,  Elizabeth  and  Helena, 
are  living  at  home.  Mrs.  Langen  lives  on  a  valuable  farm,  four 
miles  from  Morrisonville,  which  her  husband  improved  during  his 
life-time.     A  view  of  this  place  appears  among  our  illustrations. 


MAY    TOAYNSIIir. 


S  bounded  on  the  north  by  Stoniugton  ;  east,  by  Prairie- 
ton  and  A.ssumption ;  south,  by  Locust ;  west,  by  Tay- 
In-ville  township.  May  is  drained  by  the  Flat  Branch 
and  its  afHueiits,  which  emjity  their  waters  in  the  Sanga- 
mon. JIueh  of  this  township  wa.s  originally  heavily 
tindiered  with  the  several  kinds  of  oak,  hickory,  walnut,  cotton- 
wood,  and  other  forest  trees,  and  at  this  writing  there  is  consider- 
able timber  along  the  margins  of  the  streams,  sufficient  to  supply 
the  necessary  fuel,  and  timber  for  building  and  fencing  purposes, 
for  many  years  to  come. 

May  comprises  the  congressicjual  township  thirteen,  range  one, 
west,  and  is  just  six  miles  scpmre.  At  first,  for  elective  franchise 
purposes,  its  territory  was  attached  to  Taylorville  and  Stouington 
precincts;  but,  on  the  adoption  of  township  organization,  in  18G6, 
it  was  formed  into  a  separate  precinct,  and  named  at  first,  bv  the 


county  authorities,  "  Smith."  The  people  objected  to  this  name, 
not  because  of  the  numerous  family  of  that  name,  but  on  account  of 
the  political  proclivities  of  the  person  for  whom  it  was  named. 
The  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  whom  it  was  intended  to  honor  by  his 
friends,  was  at  the  time  a  resident  of  the  township,  an  Englishman 
by  birth,  and  a  strong  partizan  democrat.  It  was  then  changed  to 
"  Howard,"  but  it  was  ascertained  that  there  was  already  a  town- 
ship of  that  name,  and  that  the  law  forbade  there  being  more  than 
one  of  the  same  name  in  the  state.  It  was  next  named  "  May,"  in 
honor  of  the  brave  Colonel  Jlay,  of  the  artillery  arm  of  the  service 
in  the  Mexican  war. 

Pioneer  Settlers  were  :  John  Shanock,  John  Estes,  Benj.  Williams, 
William  B.  Hall,  David  Hall,  O.  Banning,  Daniel  C.  Cxoode,  Hiram 
Walker,  Thomas  Dawson,  William  Rolls,  Gabriel  McKenzie,  and 
their  fiunilies.     Some  of  the  above  were  residents  here  before  the 
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orgaiiizatiuu  of  the  county.  At  a  later  date  cjf  "  uld  .settlers"  we 
will  mention  the  nanie.<  of  Silas  Harris,  David  Rutledge,  James  S. 
Grant,  James  JI.  (ialloway,  Joseph  Bugg,  Thomas  Bngg,  Thomas 
Smith,  John  S.  Fraley,  J.  D.  Allsman,  John  Tedlie,  William  Tedlie, 
and  Joseph  Funk. 

Alay  township  is  well  supplied  with  streams  for  stock  purposes, 
the  Flat  Branch  entering  it  in  the  north-eastern  part,  on  section 
one,  and  traversing  it  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  and  leaving  the 
township  on  section  nineteen  Spring  Branch  courses  along  the  east 
side  in  a  northerly  direction,  passing  nearly  through  the  centre  of 
the  eastern  tier  of  sections,  and  mingles  its  waters  with  those  of  the 
Flat  Branch  on  section  one.  On  its  headwaters  is  "Clawson's 
Point,"  at  the  head  of  the  timber  on  the  road  from  Taylorville  to 
Assumption.  It  used  to  be  one  of  the  old  "  land-marks  "  in  guiding 
travelers  over  the  lonely,  uninhabited  prairie  in  going  to  Shelby- 
ville. 

There  is  a  noted  spring,  in  a  romantic  spot  in  the  north-western 
part  of  the  township,  above  the  old  residencr  of  Daniel  C.  Goode, 
more  recently  occupied  by  the  Hammers.  Gabriel  ^McKenzie  lived 
near  it  at  an  early  day.  But  the  improvements  were  long  since 
removed,  and  the  little  cascade  alone  sings  its  requiem.  This  town- 
ship, at  a  very  early  day,  was  more  favored  than  some  other  sec- 
tions of  the  county  by  having  milling  facilities.  Thomas  Dawson 
operated  a  cog  horse-mill,  near  the  present  residence  of  William  B. 
Hall,  which  served  a  useful  purpose.  In  time  he  sold  it  to  Aaron 
IMcKenzie,  who  moved  it  farther  up  the  branch  to  Prairietou  town- 
ship. At  a  later  date  Silas  Harris  erected  a  horse-mill  on  his  farm, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Flat  Branch,  in  1842.  Most  of  the  .settle- 
ments at  first  were  made  along  the  borders  of  Flat  Branch  tim- 
ber. This  township  is  settled  by  an  upright,  industrious,  energetic 
population,  who  take  a  great  interest  in  churches  and  schools.  The 
United  Presbvterians  built  a  church  some  years  ago,  located  in  the 
north-west  corner  of  .section  twenty-seven,  on  the  public  road  lead- 
ing to  Assumption.  There  are  several  families  of  the  Waddles 
living  in  this  neighborhood,  and  for  a  time  it  was  called  "Waddle 
Settlement.''  The  voting  centre  is  at  •' Tedlie's  School-House,"  in 
the  west  part  of  section  twenty-two,  about  a  mile  north  of  the  I'.  P. 
Church. 

Ratlroadi. — The  Wabash,  St.  Louis  and  Pacific  Railroad  crosses 
the  north-west  corner  of  this  township,  passing  through  sections 
five,  sis,  and  seven.  Willey's  Station  is  located  in  the  south-east 
corner  of  section  six.  It  was  laid  out  by  Israel  Willey,  and 
from  him  took  its  name.  The  first  store  was  opened  by  the  iSIessrs. 
Willey.  It  is  a  great  shipping  point  for  grain  and  stock. 
Willey  Post-Office  is  located  here.  The  village  has  considerable 
trade  with  the  formers  of  this  township.  The  O.  and  M.  Railroad 
crosses  the  south-west  corner  of  the  township  on  section  thirty-one. 

Earh/  Mills. — Isaac  Harris  erected  a  horse-mill  on  his  farm  in 
the  south-west  part  of  the  township,  some  four  miles  east   of  Tay- 


lorville, in  1836  ;  the  old  mill  house  stood  on  Spring  branch,  for 
many  years  thereafter  serving  as  an  old  land-mark  of  the  past. 
The  population  of  JMay,  in  1870,  was  681. 

The  first  lands  entered,  as  shown  in  the  county  records,  are  as 
follows  :  March  1.3th,  1833,  Peter  R.  Ketcham,  N.' W.  X.  E.  Sec.  3, 
40.4.5  acres ;  Feb.  20th,  1834,  Daniel  C.  Goode,  W.  ]  N.  W.  Sec. 
10,  GO.IO  acres;  W.  V  S.  W.  .Sec.  18,  74.88  acres;  Oct.  9,  1834, 
Joseph  N.  Bennefield,  X.  W.,  X.  W.  Sec.  17,  40  acres. 

Among  the  persons  who  have  well  improved  farms  in  this 
township  maybe  mentioned  the  following:  John  W.  Allsman,  H. 
B.  Long,  Sr,  William  J.  Ettinger,  John  Shetlar.  Alfred  Spates, 
Richard  Peck,  Edward  Bugg  and  Fred.  F.  Weiser. 

The  farm  improvements  of  May  will  rank  favorably  with  those 
of  any  other  township  in  the  county.  Quite  a  number  of  old  set- 
tlers of  the  county  are  now  residents  of  JIay.  Among  them  may 
be  mentioned  William  B.  Hall,  a  native  of  Virginia  ;  he  settled  in 
the  county  in  1835;  and  he  subsequently  married  Eloisa  Moore, 
also  a  Virginian  by  liirth  ;  she  became  a  resident  of  Christian  coun- 
ty in  1838.  Another  old  settler  is  Xancy  Willey,  relict  of  Stephen 
Willey  ;  she  is  a  Tenneseeau  by  birth,  and  came  to  the  countv  in 
1833.  Her  husband  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  settled  in  this 
county  in  1844.  N.  D.  .Sanders  came  to  and  settled  in  the  county 
in  1837  ;  he  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  has  alwa3's  been  the 
stanch  friend  of  churches  and  public  schools,  and  is  a  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  by  occupation.  Robert  A.  Hazlett,  a  leading 
farmer  and  stock  raiser,  became  a  resident  of  the  county  in  1827. 
He  is  an  Ohioan  by  birth.  His  wife,  formerly  Elizabeth  H.  Steel, 
settled  here  in  1829  ;  she  is  a  native  of  Kentuck)'. 

We  append  the  township  officers  since  organization. 

Siipervkors. — John  S.  Fraley,  elected  1866,  and  re-elected  1867  ; 
John  Waddle,  1868  ;  J.  S.  Fraley,  1869,  re-elected  1870  and  '72  ; 
B.  M.  Burdick,  1873,  re-elected  1874  ;  J.'S.  Fraley,  1875  and  '76; 
H.  B.  Long,  1877  ;  J.  S.  Fraley,  1878  ;  Joseph  Hackenburg,  1879, 
re-elected  1880. 

Assessors. — Richard  Peck,  1870,  re-elected  1877,  78,  '79  and  '80. 

Co//fc^or.?.— Richard  Peck,  elected  1866  ;  re-elected  1867,  '68, 
'6'.1,  '70,  '71  and  72;  James  Waddle,  1873, '74  and '7.5;  H.  B. 
Long,  Sr.,  1876;  Edward   Bugg,  1877,  re-elected  1878,  '79  and '80. 

Town  Clerks. — Wm.  D.  Cotfman,  1876,  re  elected  each  succeed- 
ing year. 

C'iiiniiiissioiiers  of  Hiijhiriiijs — Wm  Tedlie,  1876  ;  W.  D.  C'ntl'man, 
1877;  B.  E.  Waddle,'  1878;  Wm.  Bugg,  1879;  John  Hazlett, 
1880. 

Constnhles. — Jetterson  .Stephens  and  J.  E.  George,  elected  in 
1877;  F.  S.  Wilson,  1878  ;  J.  T.  Moody  and  J.  D.  Cofiman,  1879  ; 
John  W.  Waddle  and  Samuel  Waddle,  1880. 

.fastkes  of  the  Pence— -V,.  M.  Burdick,  elected  in  1866  ;  Thomas 
Smith,  1871);  Wm.  G.  Henry.  1870;  .Tuhn  H.  Herdnian,  1876 ; 
.John  H.  Herdman  and  B.  E.  Waddle,  1877. 
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Richard  Peck,  a  view  of  whose  farm  and  residi'iice  in  May 
township  appears  ou  the  opposite  page,  and  whose  portrait  heads 
this  sketch,  is  a  native  of  Eugland,  and  was  Iiorn  in  tlie  P^ast  Rid- 
ing, of  Yorkshire,  near  Hull,  on  the  eighth  of  December,  1816.  He 
was  the  fourth  of  ten  children  of  Simon  Peck  and  his  wife  Jane, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Koutledge.  In  the  year  18o4,  his  father 
emigrated  with  the  family  to  America,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  For  a  couple  of  years  after  coming  to  In- 
diana, Mr.  Peck  worked  in  Terre  Haute,  and  then  rented  his  father's 
farm  and  went  to  farming.  In  1837  he  made  a  trip  to  New  Or- 
leans on  a  flat  boat,  as  he  did  also  in  1.H41,  that  being  the  usual 
method  by  which  in  those  days  the  farmers  of  the  Wabash  valley 
disposed  of  their  surplus  produce.  He  was  married  on  the  sixth  of 
March,  1842,  to  Naomi  Gould,  who  was  born  in  Lewis  (now  Up- 
shur) county.  West  Virginia,  March  tiie  fnirteenth,  1820.  Her 
father,  whose  name  was  Daniel  fiould,  died  in  Vii-ginia.  Her 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Strange,  married  a  second 
husband,  and  moved  to  Indiana  with  the  tiniiilv.  and  settled  near 
Terre  Haute  in  the  year  1820. 

In  the  spring  of  1850,  Mr.  Peck  came  to  Christian  county.  Dur- 
ing the  summer  of  the  same  year  he  entered  a  quarter  section  of 
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land  in  section  thirteen,  of  township  thirteen,  range  one  west,  and 
at  the  land  sales  iu  1852  secured  eighty  additional  acres.  When 
he  first  came  to  this  county  the  prairie  in  May  township  had  not 
begun  to  be  improved.  On  his  first  journey  to  this  part  of  the  state 
he  rode  eighteen  miles  without  seeing  a  house  He  went  back  to 
Indiana  in  the  spring  of  1854,  but  returned  to  this  county  in  tlie 
spring  of  1858,  and  has  since  been  a  resident  of  May  township. 
Since  1864  his  home  has  been  on  section  thirtv-six.  He  has  one 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land.  He  is  a  gentleman  in  whom 
the  people  of  May  township  seem  to  have  every  confidence  as  to  his 
I)usiuess  ability  and  personal  integrity.  On  the  adoption  of  town- 
ship organization,  he  was  chosen  collector  of  the  township,  and 
served  in  that  I'apaeity  for  seven  years.  Since  leaving  the  collec- 
torsliip,  frdui  1873  to  the  present  time,  he  has  been  assessor.  In 
his  political  sympathies  he  was  a  whig,  and  ca.st  his  first  vote  for 
))resident  for  (Jeneral  Harrison,  in  the  celebrate<l  log  cabin  and 
hard  eider  campaign  of  1840.  He  has  been  a  i-epnblican  since  the 
organization  of  the  party,  though  in  county  and  township  elections, 
he  has  often  voted  independently  of  party  affiliations.  For  twenty 
years  he  has  been  a  subscriber  and  reader  of  the  New  York 
Tribune,  and  has  kept  himself  well-informed  ou  the  topics  of  the  day. 
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J(JHN  SMITH. 

Among  the  old  settlers  of  'Si&y  township,  was  Thomas  Smith, 
■whose  portrait  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
England  on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  1811.  He  emigrated  to  Ameri- 
ca in  June,  1844,  and  soon  afterward  came  to  Christian  county. 
He  settled  on  a  farm  on  the  edge  of  the  Flat  Branch  timber,  in 
section  15,  May  township,  where  he  lived  till  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  came  to  this  county  poor,  and  by  dint  of  hard  work  and  rigid 
economy,  be  managed  to  become  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm,  and 
to  accumulate  a  competence.  He  was  full  of  energy,  and  had  ex- 
cellent business  capacity.  He  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  twenty-six  years,  and  the  good  common  sense  and  sound 
judgment  he  displayed  in  this  position,  gave  the  people  of  the 
township  confidence  in  him  as  an  able  business  man,  and  an  im- 
partial magistrate.  He  also,  for  a  long  number  of  years,  filled  the 
office  of  township  treasurer.  He  was  a  man  very  reserved  in  his 
disposition,  and  said  little  about  his  own  business  affiiirs,  even  to 
those  with  whom  he  was  best  acquainted.  As  far  as  his  dealings 
with  his  fellow-men  were  concerned,  he  was  scrupulouslv  honest, 
and  no  imputation  wa.s  ever  breathed  on  his  integrity.  He  was  an 
ardent  democrat  in  politics.     He  died  in  January,  1877. 

John  Smith,  who  now  lives  on  the  farm  in  ^lay  township,  on 
which  his  father  formerly  resided,  was  born  at  Stoke,  Lancashire, 
England,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1838.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
mother  was  Elizabeth  Jane  Cooper.  John  was  next  to  the  oldest 
of  a  family  of  four  children.     He  came  to  America  in  1844,  and 


was  raised  in  the  neighborhood  of  Griggsville,  in  Pike  county,  in 
this  state.  From  the  time  he  was  eight  years  old  he  was  obliged  to 
work  for  his  ciwn  living.  For  a  year  and  a  half,  he  had  his  home 
with  a  man  named  Wm.  Pine,  in  Pike  county.  In  the  fall  of  1849,  he 
went  to  Naples  and  was  employed  in  a  hotel  there  for  some  months. 
His  home  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Jacksonville  from  1850  to  1855. 
During  1852  and  1853,  he  carried  the  mail  between  Jacksonville 
and  Brighton.  He  was  then  a  boy  of  fourteen  or  fifteen.  The 
distance  between  the  two  places  was  fifty-five  miles,  and  he  made 
the  round  trip  once  a  week,  most  of  the  time  ou  horseback.  His 
route  was  througli  Greenfield,  Khoads  Point  (where  is  now  the 
town  of  Jledora )  and  Piasa.  He  was  often  obliged  to  ride  late  at 
night  to  reach  his  stopping  places,  to  cross  streams  when  they  were 
dangerous  from  being  swollen  b}' recent  rains,  and  altogether  the 
duty  was  not  so  pleasant  as  might  be  imagined.  When  he  first 
went  to  Jacksonville  he  worked  for  six  bits  a  week,  and  when  he 
carried  the  mail  he  received  eight  dollars  a  month.  For  two  years 
he  w(irked  on  the  farm  of  Anthony  Thornton,  ten  miles  south  of 
Jacksonville. 

In  1855,  he  went  to  Brown  county.  He  was  then  seventeen.  He 
there  learned  to  chop.  He  mastered  the  art  of  handling  an  axe  as 
well  as  most  n)eu.  He  principally  followed  getting  out  rails  and 
staves.  One  of  the  first  contract*  he  made  was  to  clear  and  fence 
a  ten-acre  tract  of  land  and  to  pay  fifty  dollars  cash  for  a  horse. 
Tiie  other  party  to  the  arrangement  had,  of  course,  the  best  of  the 
bargain,  but  Mr.  Smith  went  to  work,  cleared  off"  the  timber,  and 
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got  out  twenty-nine  luuich-ed  i-ail>.  He  iilnady  bail  tliiity  dulliirs, 
and  tlie  remaining  twenty,  with  \\liirli  to  make  the  r:i>li  payment, 
he  earned  l_)y  chopping  curd  wood  in  the  Illinois  bottom.  Tlie 
liorse  was  dearly  earned,  but  it  wa-  the  first  step  in  the  way  of 
making  his  own  living.  The  next  summer  he  earned  a  second 
horse  by  working  tiir  an  nnele.  In  January,  l.S-"i8,  he  had  two 
horses  clear,  liut  not  a  niid^rl  in  money,  and  only  elothe>  euongh  to 
keep  him  warm.  He  ne.xt  an-anged  with  another  man  to  rent  land 
and  raiso  a  crop  in  ]iartn(  i>hip,  but  thi.s  agreement  was  not  carried 
out,  and  JMr  Smith  worked  from  JIarch  to  June,  receiving  for  his 
labor  only  fifteen  dollars.  In  185'.i,  he  raiseil  a  small  crop,  but 
was  jirincipally  emphn'cd  in  making  staves.  He  rented  land  in 
I'ike  county,  in  180(1,  which  he  farmed  for  two  year.s,  and  then 
leased  an  adjoining  farm.  Bv  January,  1S64,  he  had  saved  three 
hundred  dollars  in  money  and  owned  beside  four  head  of  hor.ses, 
sixteen  head  of  cattle,  and  other  slock  and  farming  utensils.  lie 
then  determined  to  buy  land,  and  paid  half  down  for  eighty  acres 
which  he  purchased  for  six  hundred  dollars.  Only  eighteen  acres 
were  cleared  ;  the  rest  was  timber.  He  had  it  all  paid  for  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1864,  he  married  Ruth  Jane  Kaylor,  who 
died  on  the  thirteenth  of  April,  187o.  In  1866,  he  bought  an  addi- 
tional 160  acres.  When  not  busy  on  the  farm  he  was  hard  at  work 
in  the  timber,  getting  out  rails  and  ties,  hauling  them  sixteen  miles 
to  the  railroad,  and  working  all  day  and  sometimes  late  into  the 
night.  As  soon  as  he  had  means,  he  bought  another  110  acres.  By 
hard  work  he  managed  to  accumulate  considerable  property,  and 
was  known  as  an  industrious,  energetic  and  prosperous  man.  His 
second  marriage  was  on  the  7th  of  November,  1875,  to  Sarah  ]•>. 
Lane,  who  was  born  in  Adams  county.  In  April,  1878,  after  his 
father's  death,  IMr.  Smith  moved  on  his  iather's  old  farm,  in  May 
township.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  710  acres  of  land— 360  in  !May 
townshi]',  and  the  balance  in  Adams  county.  He  is  a  man  who  has 
made  his  way  through  the  world  by  his  own  energy.  He  began  life 
with  nothing,  and  by  industry  managed  to  place  himself  in  com- 
fortable circumstances  previous  to  his  father's  death,  and  to  show 
that  lie  was  competent  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  worhl.  He  has 
had  seven  children,  live  by  his  first  and  two  by  his  second  marriage. 
Two  by  his  first  marriage  are  dead,  one  of  whom,  Ellen  Catharine 
Jemima  Smith,  was  eight  years  old  when  she  died,  and  a  child  of 
unusual  brightness,  whose  death  made  a  vacant  place  in  the  fiimily 
circle  hard  to  be  filled.  The  other,  Arthur,  died  in  infancy.  The 
nam*  of  the  children  living  are  Lvdia  Elizabeth,  George  Thomas, 
John  William,  Orpha  Myrtle,  and  Virgil  Arnold.  He  has  always 
been  a  democrat  in  politics. 


WILLIA.AI  ]\I.  LEACH 

W.As  born  in  Stafilird  county,  \'irginia,  within  twelve  miles  of 
Fredericksburgh,  Jul}'  9,  1832.  His  grandfather,  James  H.  Leach, 
came  from  England,  and  settled  in  Virginia,  before  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  He  had  been  a  sailor,  and  during  the  Eevolutiou,  served 
in  the  American  navy.  Philemon  M.  Leach,  the  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  .sketch,  was  born  in  Prince  William  county,  Virginia, 
and  during  the  ^Yar  of  1812,  was  one  of  the  force  raised  to  defend 
Washington  City  from  the  attack  of  the  British.  After  returning 
from  the  army,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  George  Curtis,  of 
Stafford  county,  Virginia,  who  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and 
had  been  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Leach  was  the  seventh 
of  a  family  of  ten  children.  In  1839,  his  father  moved  to  Perry 
county,  Ohio.  There  Mr.  Leach  was  principally  raised.  He  at- 
tended school,  working  tlirough   the  mysteries  of  calculations  iu 


])ouiuls,  shillings,  and  pence,  in  the  old  Pike's  arithmetic,  and  ob- 
tained a  fair  education.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  jjotter.  In 
1^54,  he  came  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  after  working  at  his 
trade  about  eighteen  months,  went  to  farming,  four  miles  north-east 
of  that  city.  April  28,  1856,  he  married  Minerva  J.  Gresh,  a  na- 
tive of  Wayne  county,  luiliana  In  1857,  he  removed  t)  Fayette 
county,  Illinois,  and  iu  l.S5'.(,  came  to  this  county.  His  first  wife 
having  died  in  1S74,  he  was  married,  on  the  :'ilst  of  August,  1875, 
to  Mrs.  Maggie  Irion,  widow  of  Dr.  Silas  Irion,  formerl}-  of  Mor- 
risonville.  Her  maiden  name  was  Stout,  and  she  was  born  in 
Greene  county  of  this  state.  Mr.  Leach  was  raised  a  democrat,  but 
of  late  years  has  occupied  an  independent  position  in  politics,  be- 
lieving that  the  most  good  can,  perhaps,  be  accomplished,  by  each 
man  voting  for  the  best  candidate  for  public  office,  irrespective  of 
the  political  party  to  which  be  belong.s. 


JOHN  W.  ALLSJIAN 

Is  a  native  of  Jessamine  county,  Kentucky,  and  was  born  on  the 
tweuty-ninth  of  November,  1828,  the  seventh  of  a  family  of  four- 
teen children  of  Aaron  and  Elizabeth  ;Logue)  Allsmau.  Andrew 
Allsmau,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  emigrated  from 
Germany,  first  settling  near  Allegheny,  Pennsylvania,  and  then 
moved  to  Kentucky,  where  he  was  a  pioneer  settler.  He  took  part 
in  many  of  the  conflicts  which  occurred  "on  the  dark  and  bloody 
ground,"  and  his  oldest  son,  Andrew  Allsmau,  was  killed  in  one  of  the 
Indian  battles.  About  1833  he  moved  to  Sullivan  county,  Indiana, 
where  he  lived  the  balance  of  his  life,  dying  at  the  green  old  age  of 
one  hundred  and  seventeen.  He  was  a  man  of  remarkable  physical 
strength,  and  made  a  full  hand  in  the  harvest  field  when  over  one 
huudre<l  years  old.  He  and  his  wife  lived  together  seventy-five 
years  to  a  ilay. 

Aaron  All>man.  father  of  John  W.  Allsman,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky ;  was  married  in  1815  ;  moved  to  Indiana  in  1830  and  to  Il- 
linois iu  1849.  He  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  son  iu 
Christian  county,  entering  the  land,  April  tenth,  1850.  He  died  iu 
October,  1865,  surviving  his  wife  three  days.  He  was  also  a  man  of 
wonderful  strength,  and  when  sixty-five,  at  the  town  of  Assumption 
he  lifted  with  ease  a  barrel  of  molasses  from  the  floor.    Both  he  and  I 

his  wife  were  members   of  the  Methodist   church.     Of  his  family  | 

only  four  sons  and  one  daughter  are  now  living. 

John  W.  Allsman  spent  his  early  life  iu  Indiana,  and  had  limited 
o]3portunities  for  getting  an  education.  He  is,  however,  well  in- 
formed on  the  current  topics  cjf  the  day.  ]March  the  twenty-eighth, 
1852,  he  married  Miss  Frances  T.  Cook,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cook. 
She  was  born  in  the  state  of  Arkansas.  From  this  union  eight 
children  have  been  born,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Four 
sons  and  two  daughters  are  now  living.  The  second  son  is  mar- 
ried, and  a  resident  of  Fillmore  county,  Nebraska.  Sir.  Allsman 
was  in  early  life  a  Whig.  He  joined  the  Republican  party  on  its 
organization,  and  has  been  one  of  the  stanch  Reiniblicans  of  that 
county.  During  the  late  rebelliou  the  Union  cause  did  uot  have 
a  stronger  supporter.  His  first  vote  for  President  was  cast  for  Scott 
in  1852.  He  voted  twice  for  the  immortal  Lincoln  and  twice 
for  Grant.  AVheu  he  came  to  this  county  he  only  had  three  dollars 
in  money,  but  with  indefatigable  industry  and  energy  he  kept  on 
adding  little  by  little  to  his  original  possessions,  till  now  he  has  a 
farm  of  three  hundred  acres,  a  view  of  which  is  shown  elsewhere. 
lie  is  essentially  a  self-made  man,  and  takes  pride  in  assisting 
the  development  and  growth  of  his  adopted  county.  We  take 
pleasure  iu  presenting  his  name  as  one  of  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  May  townshij). 
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Is  oue  of  the  representative  young  business  men 

of  this  county.     He  was  born  in  Cass  county,  of 

this  state,  July  the  twentieth,  I806.     His  parents, 

Philip  Weiser  anil  Margaretta  Dexheimer,  were 

both  natives  of  Germany.     His  father  was  three 

years  old  on  coming  to  America  ;  he  first  lived  in 

Pennsylvania ;  afterward  settled  in  Cass  county, 

Illinois,  and  in  1870  removed  to  Christian  county, 

and  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  over  four  hundred 

acres  in  Stonington  township. 

The  subject  of  this   sketch    is   the  oldest  of 

a  family  of  seven  children.     He  lived    in  C'iiss 

county  till  fourteen  years  of  age.     At  the  age  of 

sixteen  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Kuder 

Bros.,  at  Tavlorville,  where  he  remained  three 
28" 


years.  After  spending  a  year  at  the  Commer- 
cial College  at  Springfield,  he  returned  to  Tay- 
lorville,  and  for  about  six  months  was  employed 
in  the  store  of  Marblestone  Bros.  In  September, 
1879,  he  bought  out  the  store  at  Willey's  Station, 
formerly  kept  by  Charles  Hall,  and  has  since 
been  carrying  on  a  general  mercantile  business, 
and  is  the  proprietor  of  the  only  store  at  Willey's. 
He  also  acts  as  post-master,  and  as  station 
agent  for  tlie  Wabash,  St  Louis  and  Pacific  Rail- 
way. He  has  likewise  been  engaged  in  dealing 
in  grain.  Mr.  Weiser,  though  still  a  young  man, 
has  made  a  good  business  record.  A  picture  of 
his  store  appears  on  another  page,  and  his  por- 
trait heads  this  sketch. 
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Mrs.  SUSANNAH  BUGG. 

Amon'c  the  iilil  settlers  of  J  [ay  township  is  Mrs.  Susannah  Bugg, 
■who  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  since  February,  1839.  She 
was  born  in  the  East  Riding  of  Yorl<shire,  near  Hull,  on  the  tenth 
of  August,  181  :^  Her  maiden  name  was  Peck.  Her  father  was 
named  Simon  Peck,  and  her  mother's  name  before  marriage  was 
Jane  Routledge.  She  was  the  next  to  the  oldest  of  a  family  often 
children.  Slie  was  married  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  February, 
1833,  to  Joseph  Bugg,  who  was  born  on  the  twelfth  of  March,  1810, 
at  Levan,  in  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  In  June,  1884,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bugg  .sailed  for  America.  They  landed  at  (Quebec,  in 
Canada.  The  winter  of  1834-5  was  .spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Toronto, 
Mrs.  Bugg  having  relations  in  that  part  of  Canada.  In  May,  1835, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bugg  came  to  Indiana,  and  settled  on  a  farm  three 
miles  north-east  ofTerre  Haute.  In  February,  ISo'J,  they  came  to 
this  county. 

Their  first  .settlement  was  in  .section  four  of  May  township,  north 
of  the  Flat  Branch,  on  the  form  recently  belonging  to  Henry  Tan- 
ner. Their  location  was  on  the  prairie,  half  a  mile  distant  from 
the  timber.  At  that  time  all  the  settlements  in  May  township  were 
along  the  timber,  and  the  Bugg  feniily  was  the  only  one  which  had 
ventured  out  on  the  prairie.  The  whole  south-eastern  part  of  the 
township  was  an  uncultivated  prairie,  which  people  in  those  daj's 
had  little  expected  would  develop  into  the  fine  farms  which  now 
may  be  seen  in  that  part  of  the  county.  After  living  five  years 
north  of  the  tindier,  they  moved  to  a  tract  of  land  in  sections  four- 
teen and  twenty-three.  This  was  in  the  year  1844.  At  that  date 
there  was  no  settlement  on  the  prairie  in  their  neighborhood.  For 
eighteen  miles  the  prairie  extended  toward  the  east  without  a  single 
house  or  improvement  of  any  kind.  People  wondered  at  their 
choosing  the  prairie  for  a  residence,  when  they  might  have  located 
in  the  timber.  Herds  of  deer  were  a  frequent  sight.  Wolves  were 
abundant  and  troublesome, filling  the  night  with  their  howling,  and 
carrying  away  pigs  and  fowls,  which  had  ventured  too  great  a  dis- 
tance from  the  house.  The  health  of  different  members  of  the 
family  also  snflered,  each  having  serious  attacks  of  the  chills  and 
fever.  The  horses  and  cows  also  died,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bugg 
almost  wished  that  they  had  remained  in  Old  England,  or  at  least 
were  back  at  their  former  home  in  Indiana.  Mr.  Bugg  improved 
a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  eightj'  acres,  and  died  ISIay  the  tenth, 
1865.  He  was  a  man  of  quiet  disposition,  attended  to  his  own  pri- 
vate business  affairs,  and  was  a  good  citizen  of  the  township.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
had  eight  children  :  Richard,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen ;  John 
Thomas,  who  is  now  farming  in  this  county ;  William  Bugg,  one  of 
the  farmers  of  May  township  ;  Simon,  who  died  in  infancy  ;  George 
P.,  whose  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  twenty;  Joseph  R.,  who  is 
farming  in  May  township  ;  Edward,  and  Henry,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  nine  months. 

Edward  Bugg,  who  is  now  living  on  the  old  homestead,  a  view  of 
which  is  shown  elsewhere,  was  born  on  the  thirty-fii-st  of  March, 
1848,  on  the  same  fiirm  on  which  he  now  lives.  His  education  he 
received  in  the  schools  of  May  township.  He  was  married  ou  the 
tenth  of  February,  1873,  to  Christina  Bailey,  daughter  of  M.  S. 
Bailey.  She  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  and  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  was  living  in  Steuben  county,  in  western  New 
York.  Her  grandfather  came  from  Massachusetts,  and  was  one  of 
the  original  settlers  of  Oneida  county.  New  York,  locating  there 
when  the  country  was  almost  a  wilderness.  Mr.  Bugg  has  always 
been  a  republican  in  politics.  For  three  years  lie  was  collector  of 
May  township. 


J.  ALONZO  WADDLE 
Was  born  in  Ohio  county.  West  Virginia,  October  twenty-ninth, 
1849.  His  father,  James  \Vaddle,  was  born  in  Virginia,  though  of 
Irish  descent.  He  married  Ruth  Morri.*on,and  lived  in  Virginia 
till  1856,  and  then  came  to  this  state,  and  settled  on  section  twenty- 
two  of  May  township.  He  died  in  January,  1879.  His  wife,  mother 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  had  previously  died  in  December,  1870. 
James  Waddle  was  a  man  who  began  life  with  no  capital.  He  was 
industrious,  and  managed  to  accumulate  sufficient  money  to  liuy, 
ou  coming  to  this  state  fi>ur  hundred  acres  of  improved  prairie  land 
in  May  town,<hip,  In  ])olities  he  was  Republican.  He  belonged 
to  the  United  Presbyterian  denomination,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Spring  Creek  church  in  May 
township.  He  had  many  excellent  traits  of  character,  and  .served 
as  collector  and  treasurer  of  May  township, 

J.  Alonzo  Waddle  was  the  fourth  of  niue  children.  He  was 
seven  years  old  when  he  came  to  this  count)'.  In  the  spring  of 
1870  he  began  ftirming  for  himself  on  section  twenty  three  of  May 
township.  October  twentj'-seventh,  1870,  he  married  Jane  E. 
Henry,  who  died  on  the  twenty-second  of  March,  1872.  His  second 
w  ife  was  formerly  Miss  Anna  R.  Fulton,  a  native  of  Mercer  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Her  father,  W.  K.  Fulton,  ou  coming  to  this  state, 
settled  in  Mercer  county.  Her  marriage  to  Mr.  Waddle  took  place 
on  the  fourth  of  Fcbruarv,  1875. 


REV.  D.  M.  xMcBRIDE, 

Pastor  of  the  Stonington  Baptist  church,  was  born  in  Montgom- 
ery county,  Pennsylvania,  December  ol.st,  1849.  On  his  father's 
side  his  ancestors  were  of  Scotch  descent,  and  for  two  or  three  gene- 
rations had  been  residents  of  the  state  of  Delaware.  His  father, 
David  McBride,  was  born  in  Kent  county,  Delaware,  and  married 
Hannah  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  England,  and  who,  on  coming 
with  her  father  to  America,  settled  at  Gloucester,  N.  J.  David 
McBride  lived  for  a  time  on  a  farm  in  Montgomery  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  then  moved  to  Kent  county,  Delaware.  Here  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  was  principally  raised.  From  eleven  to 
seventeen  he  was  alternately  engaged  as  a  sailor  and  a  soldier. 
From  December,  1864,  to  September,  1865,  he  served  in  the  213tli 
Pennsylvania  regiment,  having  enlisted  at  the  age  of  tifiteen.  He 
first  came  west  in  1868,  but  returned  to  Delaware,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1870,  entered  the  Wyoming  Institute,  at  Wyoming,  Delaware, 
in  which  he  was  a  student  for  nearly  two  years.  Leaving  school  in 
February,  1872,  he  came  west,  and  was  first  employed  in  teaching 
music  in  Jersey  county.  April  20th,  1873,  he  married  Mary  Bel- 
lamy, a  native  of  Greene  county,  and  daughter  of  David  Bellamy. 
This  marriage  took  place  at  Stonington,  and  he  afterward  went  to 
farming  in  Stonington  township.  August  16th,  1873,  he  was  or- 
dained a  minister  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  and  installed  pastor 
of  the  Providenc?  church,  in  Stonington  township,  of  which  he  had 
charge  for  two  years.  P''or  eighteen  months  he  was  pastor  of  a 
Baptist  church  near  Oconee,  in  Montgomery  county.  He  took 
charge  of  the  Stonington  Baptist  church  in  the  spring  of  1873. 
Till  the  spring  of  1880  he  resided  on  his  farm  in  Stonington  town- 
ship, but  at  that  date  moved  to  the  Stonington  church.  He  has 
four  children. 


TOM  C.   PONTING. 

Tom  C.  Ponting,  one  of  the  leading  stock  men  of  Christian 

county,  was  born  near  Radstock,  in  Somersetshire,  England,  on  the 

26th   of  August,   1829.     His  father,  John  Ponting,  was  a  cattle 

grazer.     The  Ponting  family  is  of  Norman  origin,  and  came  over 
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to  England  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  conquest.  His  mother,  Ruth 
Sherne,  came  from  a  Saxon  family.  Tom,  as  he  was  christened, 
was  the  third  of  nine  children,  of  whom  eight  are  now  living. 
Three  came  to  America.  John  settled  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  that  part  of  that  State. 
Another  brother,  William,  died  in  this  country.  The  father  carried 
on  a  business  of  some  magnitude  in  England,  but  some  of  his  enter- 
prises proving  disastrous,  Tom,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  determined 
to  come  to  America. 

This  was  in  the  year  1847.  The  first  winter  after  coming  to  this 
country  was  spent  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  In  1848  he  went  to  Mil- 
waukee, AVisconsin,  and  for  a  few  months  sold  cattle  for  a  firm  at 
that  place.  He  then  resolved  to  go  into  business  on  his  own 
account.  He  had  brought  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
from  England,  which,  with  forty-five  dollars  that  he  had  afterward 
earned,  constituted  his  whole  capital.  His  first  investment  was 
forty-five  dollars  in  a  mare,  which  he  traded  for  nine  heifers.  The 
heifers  he  drove  to  Jlilwaukee  and  sold  for  ninety  dollars  cash. 
This  was  his  first  speculation.  He  was  considered  an  excellent 
judge  of  cattle  and  stock  even  at  that  age.  He  then  went  to  buy- 
ing stock,  camped  out,  and  carried  his  camp  before  him  on  horse- 
back as  he  moved  from  place  to  place.  In  1849  he  came  to  East- 
ern Central  Illinois  to  purchase  cows  and  calves.  He  camped  out 
at  Champaign,  then  an  open  plain  without  any  inhabitants  on  the 
surrounding  prairie.  He  sold  the  calves  and  lean  cows  to  emi- 
grants, and  the  fat  cows  to  butchers.  His  means  were  still  limited. 
He  and  his  partner  were  without  a  wagon.  It  was  an  easy  matter 
to  pick  up  a  calf,  carry  it  on  ahead  horseback,  and  by  this  means 
get  their  purchases  together.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1850  to 
purchase  cows  for  the  Milwaukee  market.  There  were  no  banks  at 
that  time,  and  the  money  to  pay  for  their  cattle,  in  big  Mexican 
silver  dollars,  was  carried  in  shot  bags  across  their  saddles.  An 
old  wagon  covered  with  cotton  drilling,  and  two  yoke  of  oxen,  con- 
stituted their  outfit.  At  night  a  good  place  was  selected  to  pitch 
their  tent  and  they  camped  out.  In  those  early  times  they  found 
the  settlers  through  the  State  sociable  and  hospitable,  and  at  the 
farm-houses  a  merry  time  was  often  had.  The  evenings  were  some- 
times spent  in  music  and  dancing. 

In  1853  he  started  out  through  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  thence 
down  through  the  Indian  Territory  into  Texas.  That  was  a  wild 
country  in  those  days.  Northern  Texas  contained  few  settlements, 
and  the  country  was  not  as  familiar  as  it  has  since  been  made  by 
the  opening  up  of  railroad  communication.  In  passing  through 
the  Indian  nation  they  met  few  evidences  of  civilization.  Among 
his  experiences  was  that  of  sleeping  one  night  in  a  pigeon-roost, 
which  he  left  the  next  morning  at  daybreak  to  find  a  hut  in  which 
an  Indian  had  his  habitation.  He  was,  of  course,  unacquainted 
with  the  Indian  vernacular,  but  managed  by  signs  to  make  it  plain 
that  he  wanted  something  to  eat.  He  was  served  up  with  a  dish 
of  "  tomsee-shofa,"  a  mixture  of  cow's  liver  and  lights  and  corn. 
It  was  placed  before  him  in  a  wooden  bowl.  The  point  of  a  cow's 
horn  answered  for  a  spoon.  He  tendered  a  two  dollar  and  a-half 
gold  piece  in  payment.  When  the  old  Indian  received  it  he  laughed 
all  over,  but  gave  back  no  change. 

Texas  herds  were  then  wide  between.  They  succeeded  in  gath- 
ering together  three  hundred  and  fifty  steers  and  forty-five  horses, 
which  they  drove  into  Illinois  and  fed  for  a  time  on  the  farm  on 
which  Mr.  Pouting  now  resides.  This  was  the  first  experiment  in 
Texas  cattle,  none  having  previously  been  seen  in  this  country.  In 
June  the  cattle  were  started  for  New  York.  An  old  ox  with  a  bell 
was  led  ahead,  and  the  strangers  from  Texas  followed  behind.  At 
the  Wabash  the  ox  was  placed  in  a  ferry-boat,  and  ferried  over, 


and  the  steers  swam  across  in  good  order  behind.  At  Muncietown, 
Indiana,  they  were  shipped  on  board  cars.  They  created  a  great 
sensation  on  their  arrival  in  New  York.  Their  long  horns  fixed 
attention,  and  people  said,  "They  must  be  Iowa  cattle,"  knowing 
they  must  have  come  from  some  distant  point,  and  Iowa  at  that 
time  being  far  ofi'  and  little  known.  When  it  was  discovered  that 
they  were  from  Texas,  people  were  astonished.  Solon  Robinson  in- 
terviewed Mr.  Pouting,  and  published  a  long  account  of  their  first 
experiment  with  Texas  cattle,  in  the  New  York  Tribune.  The 
next  year,  1855,  began  the  great  rush  to  Texas  for  cattle,  and  the 
trade  in  long  horns  has  been  kept  up  ever  since. 

In  September,  1856,  he  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Michael 
Snyder.  Her  father  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Prairieton  town- 
ship, and  a  history  of  his  life  is  found  elsewhere.  Mr.  Pouting  was 
born  in  this  county  on  the  1st  of  September,  1839.  I'p  to  the  year 
1857  Mr.  Pouting  had  succeeded  in  a  financial  wav  remarkably 
well,  but  when  the  crash  of  1857  came  it  swept  away  all  his  means 
and  left  him  twenty  thousand  dollars  worse  off  than  nothing,  it 
being  necessary  for  him  to  pay  out  both  his  own  and  his  partner's 
liabilities.  But  his  nature  was  not  such  as  to  readilv  give  way  to 
disaster,  and  he  set  resolutely  to  work  to  repair  his  broken  fortunes. 
He  had  good  friends,  and  people  seemed  never  to  doubt  his  honesty. 
In  a  few  years  he  placed  himself  square  on  his  feet  again.  During 
the  war  of  the  rel>ellion,  when  prices  rose  and  opportunities  were 
oflered  for  making  money  rapidly,  he  was  not  in  a  situation  to  em- 
bark in  enterprises  of  any  considerable  magnitude.  He  was 
advised  to  take  advantage  of  the  bankrupt  act,  but  he  and  his  wife 
considered  that  they  would  prefer  paying  their  obligations,  which 
they  did,  at  last,  successfully. 

For  a  considerable  number  of  years  he  handled  Texas  cattle,  but 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
Colorado,  Oregon,  and  Montana  stock.  During  the  last  three 
years  he  has  been  breeding  short  horns,  and  among  his  herd  are  a 
number  of  as  fine  cattle  as  can  be  found  in  the  United  States.  He 
was  raised  in  a  part  of  England  abounding  in  Hereford  cattle,  and 
has  always  retained  a  great  admiration  for  that  stock.  Until 
within  the  last  few  years  no  Herefords  could  be  found  in  this  State. 
In  1879  Mr.  Pouting  introduced  the  stock  in  this  part  of  Illinois. 
He  believes  that  they  will  be  found  superior  to  short  horns,  making 
more  pounds  of  beef  to  a  less  quantity  of  corn.  His  farm  consists 
of  eleven  hundred  acres.  He  and  his  wife  have  three  children : 
Jessie  A.,  Theophilus  W.,  and  Everett  A.  He  was  originallv  a 
whig,  and  is  now  a  republican.  He  is  a  man,  however,  on  whom 
party  ties  sit  lightly,  and  he  frequently  votes  independent  of  party 
considerations.  Though  of  foreign  birth  he  is  a  genuine  American 
in  his  sentiments.  He  has  a  great  admiration  for  this  country,  and 
believes  that  it  offers  the  finest  business  opportunities,  and  the  best 
chances  for  development,  of  any  laud  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 


NICHOLAS  SANDERS,  (Dece.v.sed). 
Nicholas  Sanders,  who  died  on  the  twenty-second  of  September 
1878,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  and  leading  citizens  of  May 
township.  He  was  born  at  Hopkiuton,  Rhode  Island,  on  the  seventh 
of  April,  1805.  The  Sanders  family  had  been  residents  of  New 
Eugland  from  an  early  period,  and  was  known  for  its  strict  tem- 
perance principles.  Several  members  of  the  family  advocated  total 
abstinance — a  very  unusual  thing  in  those  days,  when  everybody 
occasionally  indulged  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks.  Nicholas 
Sanders  was  one  of  thirteen  children,  twelve  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity, married,  and  had  families.  His  father  was  named  William 
Sanders,  and  his  mother's  name  before  marriage  was  Nancy  Vinson. 
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About  the  year  1812  his  father  buuglit  land  at  V.jhintowii,  Ci.iinee- 
ticut,  moved  to  that  locality,  where  he  followed  farming.and  carried 
oil  a  saw  and  grist-mill.  There  the  suliject  of  this  sketch  was  prin- 
cipally raised.  He  obtained  a  good  business  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Connecticut.  On  the  twentieth  of  February,  1S2.'), 
he  married  Sarah  Douglass,  wlm  wa-  born  at  \'(.l\int(iwn,  Connec- 
ticut, June  the  thirtieth,  l^ii4,  the  daugbtrr  cf  William  Douglass 
and  his  wife  Ruth,  whose  maiden  name  was  Wilkinson.  Her  great- 
grandfather came  to  America  from  Ireland  and  settled  in  Xew  Eng- 
land. After  his  marriage  .^^r.  Sanders  engaged  in  farming,  which 
he  i)rincipally  followed  till  his  removal  to  Illinois. 

lie  came  to  this  state  in  the  year  1837,  and  settled  on  section  one 
of  the  present  May  township.  His  tir-t  re-idenre  was  in  a  log  cabin, 
at  the  point  of  the  timber,  and  his  reMdiiice  was  afterward  in  the 
same  vicinity  till  the  termination  of  his  life.  He  came  to  Illinois 
almost  entirely  without  means.  He  hail  paid  for  eighty  acres  of 
hind  before  leaving  Cuuneeticut,  and  had  lieside  barely  sutiieieut 
funds  to  pay  for  the  reia.ival  tt.  this  state  of  the  small  amount  of 
goods  which  constituted  his  only  jiersonal  property.  He  devoted 
his  attention  toward  improving  his  laud.  About  the  year  18.51  he 
openeil  a  store  in  a  small  way,  laid  in  a  limited  stock  of  goods,  and 
began  the  business  of  merchandizing.  He  carried  on  this  store  for 
about  eighteen  years.  As  the  county  became  settled  he  gradually 
built  lip  a  large  trade,  and  anniuilly  s(dd  large  4uantitie>  of  goods. 
At  that  time<  »lil  Stonington  was  a  place  of  I'onsiderable  importance, 
and  the  centre  of  a  large  trade  which,  since  the  biiihling  of  the  rail- 
roads. ha<  Ik\ii  tlrawn  to  other  localities.  By  reason  of  in-utheient 
means,  he  was  obliged  to  commence  the  mercantile  business  in  a 
very  modest  manner,  in  a  small  frame  building.  He  had  uo  pre- 
vious experience  at  selling  goods,  but  the  manifest  honesty  which 
characterized  his  dealings  and  his  constant  endeavors  to  oblige  his 
customers,  caused  a  rapid  increase  in  his  trad<',  and  he  was  soon 
compelled  to  enlarge  his  facilities,  and  add  to  his  aecommodations. 
Accordingly,  he  built  the  brick  store  which  now  stands  adjoining 
his  former  residence.  In  this  building  he  carried  on  business  for  a 
con.siderable  number  (jf  years,  till  his  failing  health  induced  him  to 
close  out  the  business  to  other  i)arties.  He  had  inherited  a  vigorous 
constitution,  and  his  health  had  generally  been  good,  but  he  was 
struck  with  paralysis,  and  after  a  few  years  of  feebleness,  died  on 
the  twenty-second  of  September,  1878.  He  had  five  children.  The 
oldest,  Sarah  Loiusa,  died  at  the  age  of  about  eleven,  a  few  weeks 
after  the  removal  of  the  family  to  this  state.  The  two  sons  of  this 
gentleman,  N.  D.  Sanders  and  J.  L.  Sanders,  are  now  re.siding  in  the 
vicinity  of  Old  Stouington.  One  of  the  daughters,  Lydia  L., 
is  the  wife  of  C.  T.  Chapman,  and  the  other,  Julia  L.,  married 
Alfred  Briggs. 

As  a  merchant  and  business  juan,  Mr.  Sanders  bore  a  reputation 
which  for  hone.sty  and  integrity  has  not  been  excelled  by  that  of 
any  other  citizen  of  this  county.  During  the  long  number  of  years 
in  wdiich  he  had  business  relations  with  hundreds  of  people,  friends 
and  strangers,  no  imputation  of  dishonesty  was  ever  breathed 
against  his  character.  He  was  one  of  those  men  of  whom  it  could  be 
truthfully  said,  "  His  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond."  His  veracity 
was  unquestioned.  He  possessed  considerable  determination  of 
character,  and  generally  accomplished  \vhat  he  set  out  to  do.  His 
early  life  was  in  the  days  of  the  old  whig  and  democratic  jiarties. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  whig  organization,  and  usually  supported 
its  candidates.  He  was  opposed  to  slavery  as  a  matter  of  principle, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  to  connect  himself  with  the  republican  party 
on  its  organization.  During  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  Christian 
county  knew  no  stronger  union  man,  nor  one  whose  lieart  beat  more 
devotedly  for  the  maintenance  of  the  union  and  the  preservation  of 


our  common  country.     Fur  a  number  of  years  he  was   a  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  also  acted  as  post-master  at  Old  Stouington. 

His  religious  and  moral  character  can  well  besjiokeu  of  in  terms 
of  the  highest  praise.  He  was  a  strong  advocate  of  the  temperance 
cause,  and  exemplified  the  benefits  of  that  cardinal  virtue  in  his 
dailv  life.  From  the  year  1330  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Stouington  Church, 
and  among  its  most  active  and  influential  members.  He  was  chari- 
table and  benevolent,  and  was  alwa3's  foremost  in  the  support  of 
every  good  object  and  religicms  enterprise.  One  year  he  sujijiorted 
a  niissionarv  at  his  own  exjiense,  and  cluring  the  same  time  paid 
one-fourth  of  the  support  of  the  pastor  of  the  Stouington  Church. 
1)V  a  provision  of  his  will  he  left  two  thousand  dollars,  the  interest 
on  which  is  to  be  used  fcu-  the  support  of  some  missionary  minister 
of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  Christian  county.  These  flicts  speak 
of  the  sincerity  of  his  religion  better  than  words  can  do.  His  death 
was  lamented  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  neighbors.  His  re- 
mains now  repose  in  the  Old  Stouington  Cemeter)',  where  his  last 
resting-place  is  marked  l\y  a  suitable  monument,  wdiich  his  friends 
have  erected  to  bis  memiu-v. 


V.  A.  BAKER, 
ili;.  BAKi;r,,  one  of  the  farmers  of  May  township,  was  born  in 
Hardin  county,  Kentucky,  October  19th,  1838,  and  is  the  sou  of 
William  Baker  and  Caroline  Utterbeck.  When  five  years  old  his 
father  moved  to  Richland  county,  Illinois,  where  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  lived  till  he  was  eighteen  years  cf  age,  when  he  came  to 
Shelby  county,  and  worked  for  a  couple  of  years  near  Jloweacjua. 
He  then  came  to  May  town-ship,  in  Christian  county.  In  1861  he 
went  back  to  Richland  county.  December  1st,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Compauv  C,  63d  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry.  For  over  two  years 
he  was  on  detached  service,  and  stationed  at  Cairo,  wdiere  he  was 
on  police  duty.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Huntsville,  Alabama, 
just  before  General  Sherman  started  out  on  his  famous  march  from 
Atlanta  to  the  sea.  He  accompanied  Sherman  through  Georgia 
and  other  southern  states,  and  arrived  at  Goldsboro,  North  Caro- 
lina, just  as  the  southern  confederacy  was  falling  to  pieces  and  the 
war  was  closing.  He  was  discharged  at  Goldsboro,  April  9th, 
186.5,  and  reached  Washington  the  morning  of  the  day,  on  the 
night  of  which,  Lincoln  was  assassinated.  He  returned  to  Chris- 
tian county.  He  was  married  August  29th,  1867,  to  Mary  H. 
Keiser.  Mrs.  Baker  was  liorn  April  22d,  1838,  in  Fayette  county, 
Kentucky.  Her  father,  James  L.  Keiser,  was  born  at  Lexington, 
Kentucky,  and  married  Abigail  Stipp ;  he  then  moved  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Christian  county,  in  March,  1853,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  section  two  of  May  township,  on  which  he  lived  till  his  death, 
March  19th,  1866.  Mr.  Keiser  was  one  of  the  substantial  farmers 
of  May  township  ;  he  came  to  the  county  with  but  little  means,  and 
began  life  with  nothing  on  which  to  rely  except  his  own  industry. 
He  accumulated  considerable  property,  and  when  he  died  owned 
six  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  beside  other  property.  He 
was  a  good  business  man,  industrious,  and  a  good  trader.  In  early 
life  he  had  been  a  whig  in  politics,  and  was  afterwards  a  democrat. 
He  was  a  man  of  excellent  character.  ]\Irs.  Baker  was  the  third 
of  seven  children.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  began 
farming  where  they  now  live,  on  section  fifteen,  in  May  township, 
im  one  of  the  earliest  improved  farms  in  tliat  part  of  the  county. 
They  have  two  children,  Vincent  August  and  Anna  Victoria.  Mr. 
Baker  has  been  independent  in  politics,  and  has  generally  voted  for 
the  best  man  fiir  the  office.  His  first  vote  for  president  was  cast 
for  Lincoln,  in  1860.     He  is  known  as  a  good  business  man,  and  to 
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a  considerable  exteut   has  been   engaged   in   feeding 
trading  in  stock. 


cattle   and 


ROBERT  A.  HAZLETT. 

■Robert  Ha/.lett,  grandtather  of  Mr.  Hazlett,  came  from  Ire- 
laud  and  settled  in  North  Carolina  before  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Chandler  Hazlett,  his  grandfather's  brother,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and 
there  is  still  pres'erved  in  the  family  a  book  which  he  picked  up  as 
he  crawled  off  that  hotly  contested  field.  Mr.  Hazlett's  father, 
John  Hazlett,  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  moved  to  what  is  now 
"West  Virginia,  and  frmu  there  to  the  state  of  Ohio.  He  mar- 
ried Nancy  Pattou,  in  Gallia  county,  Ohio,  February  Tth, 
1817.  In  1819  he  niove<l  to  Mercer  county,  West  Virginia,  ou  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Ohio  river.  In  1827,  he  came  to  Illinois. 
Robert  A.  Hazlett  was  born  eight  miles  below  Gallipolis,  in  (Jallia 
county,  Ohio,  on  the   29th  of  October,  1817.     He  was   eighteen 


months  old  ^vlu■n  his  father  moved  over  to  ^Yest  Virginia,  and  ten 
when  the  family  came  to  Illinois.  His  father  settled  in  Sangamon 
county,  four  miles  north-west  from  Springfield,  and  died  January 
31,  1842.  His  mother  died  March  2d,  1857.  Mr.  Hazlett  was 
raised  in  Sangamon  county.  January  3d,  1839,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth H.  Steele,  who  was  born  in  Christian  county,  Kentucky,  Ai)ril 
11th,  1821.  In  1856,  he  settled  in  Mt.  Auburn  township,  in  this 
county,  where  he  lived  till  February,  1879,  when  he  moved  to  his 
present  farm  in  May  township.  Jlr.  and  ^Mis.  Hazlett  have  had 
fourteen  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows :  Rachel,  now  the 
wife  of  George  T.  Fagan,  John,  Nancy  J.,  who  married  David  Boy, 
Sarali  Eliza,  who  married  George  Moler,  James  Robert,  George 
Francis,  who  died  in  1805  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  Virgil,  Norman, 
Jasper  and  JMartin,  who  died  in  infoncy,  Elizabeth,  Laura  Bell 
and  Vallandigham.  Mr.  Hazlett  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  settlers 
of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  was  first  a  whig,  and  since  has  been 
a  democrat.  He  served  a  term  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Mt.  Au- 
burn township,  and  was  also  once  a  collector  of  that  township. 


^^:^^ 
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JOIIXSON    TOAVNSHIP. 


HIS  township  comprises  town  twelve  north,  range  two 
west,  and  lies  directly  south  of  Taylorville.  A  large 
jiortiou  of  the  territory  is  prairie,  which  remained  un- 
occupied for  many  years  after  the  organization  of  the 
c(.iuutv.  A  few  settlers  with  log  cabins  and  small  improvements — 
graced  the  linings  of  the  timber  at  an  early  day.  The  south-east 
corner  of  the  township  extended  over  the  South  Fork  into  the  Buck- 
eye settlement.  This  section  and  that  part  of  it  bordering  along 
Brushy  Branch  ou  the  west  side  were  the  first  settled  with  enter- 
prising farmers.  But  soon  thereafter  the  prairie  portion  began  to 
be  settled  rapidly,  and  now  is  one  solid  net-work  of  well  improved 
farms.  It  is  well  watered  by  the  South  Fork  of  the  Saugamon,  and 
its  affluents.  Its  bottoms  are  covered  with  a  rich  growth  of  limber, 
amply  sufficient  for  building  purposes — fencing  and  fuel.  The 
farmers  direct  their  attention  mostly  to  the  raising  of  corn  and  feed- 
ing stock.  The  following  comprises  the  names  of  some  of  the  early 
settlers  :  John  Z.  Durbin,  Jesse  Hinkle  settled  ou  .section  28th  in 
1837,  John  Vin.-on,  Aliram  Lantz,  AVm.  Durbin,  Benj.  Harris, 
Lemuel  Rauey,  John  C.  Clark,  Dr.  J.  H.  Clark,  Jeremiah  Welch. 
Benj.  Viuson,  Samuel  McKeuzie,  W.  S.  Berry,  Noel  Rape,  Samuel 
Angel,  John  Keller,  J.  A^'.  Morgan,  Henry  Baker,  Jacol)  Funder- 
burk,  Joseph  Dawsmi,  Johu  Bowman,  Alex.  Johnson,  Henry  Rape, 
Richard  Johnson,  Dr.  U.  C.  :\IcCoy,  A.  J.  Willey,  Thos.  E.  Voss, 
Peter  Brown,  Samuel  Large  and  J.  H.  Calloway.  IMost  of  these  were 
residents  of  the  township  twenty-five  years  ago.  At  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county  this  whole  territory  was  in  the  "  South  Precinct, " 
embracing  Bear  Creek,  with  their  voting  place  at  Jno.  Z.  Durbin's 
residence  on  the  W.  2  section  24 — township  12 — 2  now  the  residence 
of  John  Dappard.  This  arrangement  was  only  temporary.  For 
many  yeare  thereafter  the  northern  two-thirds  was  attached  to  the 
Taylorville  Precinct,  whilst  the  south  third  formed  a  part  of  "Ne- 
vada "  precinct.  It  thus  remained  till  townshii)  organization  was 
effected  in  1866,  when  it  was  organized  as  Johnson  Township.     It 


was  first  named  Douglas,  after  the  distinguished  Illinois  statesman, 
but  subsequently  it  was  changed  to  the  present  name. 

At  the  first  election  of  township  officers  April  3d,  1866,  Tavner 
B.  Anderson  was  elected  first  Supervisor,  and  Samuel  J.  Shivers  and 
Richard  Culley  were  elected  Justices  of  the  Peace.  The  voting 
place  was  fixed  at  the  residence  of  Samuel  J.  Shivers,  on  the  six- 
teenth section,  being  the  mo.st  central  for  the  convenience  of  its  in- 
hal)itants.  Its  p(.>pulatiou,  at  the  census  of  1870,  was  640— since 
which  time  it  has  increased  in  pojmlution.  At  the  Presidential 
election  in  1876.  there  were  243  votes  cast.  It  is  strongly  demo- 
cratic. 

"  ^louud  school-house,  "  one  of  the  first  built  in  the  Buckeye 
[irairie,  upward  of  thirty  years  ago,  is  on  the  N.  E.  ],  section  35 — 
in  the  south-east  part  of  the  township.  On  J.  W.  Brown's  land  there 
is  a  neat  M.  E.  church  building  near  the  Bowman  school-house, 
erected  in  1874.  The  following  are  the  first  land  entries  as  taken 
from  the  county  records :  January  9, 1836,  Thomas  Young,  Sr.,  Lot  1, 
N.  E.  1  section  5,  80  acres ;  May  10,  1836,  Jesse  Murphy,  N.  I  N. 
E.  .1  section  6,  86.96  acres ;  May  18,  1836,  Hiram  Rountree,  N.  i 
N.  E.  1  section  1,  78.60  acres. 

HALF    ACRE. 

This  once  uoted  place  had  its  location  on  the  banks  of  the 
Sangamon,  in  the  north-western  corner  of  Johnson  township,  ou 
the  public  road  from  Taylorville  to  Bear  Creek.  It  was  specially 
located  on  the  N.  W.  I  N.  W.  1  section  8.  Its  proprietor  was 
Edward  Bradly,  a  genial  sou  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  who  purchased 
a  half  acre  of  ground  and  founded  the  town.  To  give  it  an  air  of 
business  he  opened  a  grocery  store  and  saloon  in  the  year  1855. 
The  county  court,  impressed  with  its  rising  prospects,  granted  license 
to  its  proprietor  to  sell  "  spirituous  litpiors  for  six  months,  "  at  the 
moderate  charge  of  S25, — and  the  executing  of  a  bond  in  the  pen- 
altv  of  S500.     It  contained  a  steam  saw-mill  ojierated  by  Bell  and 
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Christian  ;  several  log  cabins  were  erected,  and  a  few  families  located 
here  soon  after  the  town  was  established  In  time  it  became  iioto- 
rious  as  a  place  of  dissipation  and  rowdyism,  giving  rise  to  the  name 
"Hell's  Half  Acre.  "  It  was  a  half-way  town  for  those  who  were 
weary,  passing  to  and  fro  iVdm  Bear  Creek  toTaylorville,  and  home- 
ward.    A  fight  could  be  inijirovised  at  any  hour  to  order. 

Surveys. — The  land  in  this  township  was  originally  surveyetl  by 
Wm.  Gordon,  Dej)uty  U.S.  Surveyor — returned  and  certified,  Jan. 
25th,  1819 — Wni.  Rector,  Surveyor  General.  In  the  midst  of  a 
raging  storm  the  saloon  building  and  contents  were  struck  by  light- 
ning and  burned.  Soon  the  mill  was  removed,  and  now  nothing 
remains  to  mark  the  spot  where  once  stood  the  famous  "  Hell's 
Half  Acre." 

We  subjoin  a  list  of  township  officers  : 

SupcrvUofs. — T.  B.  Anderson,  elected  1866  ;  H.  C.  Johnson,  1867  ; 
W.  S.  Berry,  1868  ;  Benj.  Howard,  1869,  and  re-elected  1870  and 
1871;  'William  S.  Berry,  1872,  re-elected  1873  and  1874;  C.  T. 
Linxwiler,  1875  ;  D.  W.  Johnson,  1876,  re-elected,  and  has  con- 
tinued in  the  office  ever  since. 

Assessors.— ii<.  J.  Shivers,  1876,  re-elected  1877;  Moses  Oiler, 
1878  ;  James  L  Lamb,  1879  ;  Moses  Oiler,  1880. 


Cullediirs  — Andrew  J.  Roper,  elected  1866  ;  James  Lamb,  1867  ; 
Charles  T.  Linxwiler,  1868  ;  Moses  Oiler,  1869  ;  T.  J.  Locker,  1870 ; 
G.  W.  Shivers,  1871  ;  T.  J.  Locker,  1872;  Fuel.  Marshall,  1873; 
C.  T.  Linxwiler,  1874;  Fuel.  Marshall,  1875;  Samuel  Culley, 
1876  ;  J.  B.  Foy,  1877  ;  S.  T.  Marshall,  1878  ;  Fuel.  Marshall, 
1879  ;  H.  N.  Underwood,  1880. 

Town  C'/ccfo-.— Enoch  Fleming,  1876;  G.  J.  Osboru,  1877,  re- 
elected 1878  ;  John  B.  Foy,  1879,  re-elected  1880. 

Commk-noners  of  Higlmmys. — J.  H.  Hawkins,  1876;  A.  J.  Wil- 
kerson,  1877,  and  D.  A.  Dunbar,  1877;  Enoch  Fleming,  1878; 
Wm.  M.  Coe,  1879  ;  D.  A.  Dunbar,  1880. 

Constables. — Leander  Scott  and  Joseph  Dawson,  elected  in  1873; 
Thomas  Howard  and  Isaac  Garsler,  1 874 ;  Stephen  A.  Brown, 
1876,  re-elected  1877 ;  W.  S.  Messenger,  elected  1877 ;  Adolphus 
Scott,  1878  ;  M.  C.  Carpenter,  1879  ;  M.  C.  Shivers,  1880. 

Justices  of  the  Pence. — Samuel  J.  Shivers  and  Richard  Culley, 
elected  in  1866  ;  Richard  Culley  and  Wm.  Berry,  1870  ;  Joseph  C. 
Smith,  1871;  Wm.  H.  Ives,  i874;  Spencer  M.  Goodson,  1875; 
Wm.  H.  Ives  and  S.  M.  Goodson,  1877 ;  Joseph  Dawson,  1878. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES 


WILLIAM  H.  IVES. 

The  ancestors  of  this  gentleman  were  early  residents  of  Salem, 
Massachusetts.  His  grandfather,  Capt.  William  Ives,  was  born  in 
Salem,  and,  like  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ancient  town,  fol- 
lowed the  sea  for  a  livelihood.  He  was  one  of  the  first  American 
navigators  to  make  the  jiassage  around  the  Cajie  of  Good  Hope 
after  its  discovery  by  the  Dutch.  William  Ives,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  lived  in  Salem  from  his  birth,  in  the  year 
1794,  till  his  death,  in  December,  1875.  When  a  boy  he  learned 
the  printing  trade,  and  for  half  a  century  was  the  publisher  of  the 
Salem  Obserrer,  a  paper  which  he  founded  when  a  young  man,  and 
which  still  has  a  vigorous  and  prosperous  existence.  He  was  also 
in  the  general  book-selling  and  publishing  business,  and  the  firm 
of  W.  &  S.  B.  Ives  was  the  best  known,  and  transacted  the  largest 
business,  of  any  in  that  branch  of  trade  in  Essex  county.  Wil- 
liam Ives  married  Lucy  Gardner,  who  was  born  at  Hingham,  fif- 
teen miles  from  Boston,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Perez  and  Silence 
Gardner.  Her  father,  Perez  Gardner,  at  the  beginning  of  the  rev- 
olutionary war,  when  eighteen  years  old,  enlisted  in  the  American 
army,  and  fought  throughout  the  whole  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  taking  part  in  several  battles.  He  afterwards  followed  for 
many  years  the  occupation  of  a  bucket  and  box  maker. 

William  Hale  Ives,  the  third  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  now  living,  was  born  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  Jan- 
uary 17th,  1829.  He  was  rai.sed  in  his  native  town,  and  went  to 
school  to  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  the  author  of  Greenleaf's  Arithme- 
tic and  other  well-kntiwn  mathematical  works.  When  a  boy  he 
picked  up  the  printer's  trade  in  his  father's  office.     In  1844,   when 


fifteen,  he  went  to  sea.  He  shipped  as  a  boy  before  the  mast  in  the 
old  ship  "  Exchange,"  which  carried  a  cargo  of  ice  to  the  East 
Indies,  said  to  be  the  first  ice  ever  shipped  to  that  part  of  the  world 
as  a  commercial  venture.  The  vessel  touched  at  Calcutta,  Bombay 
and  other  East  Indian  ports,  and  the  whole  voyage  required  about 
a  year.  His  second  voyage  was  on  the  "  Thomas  Perkins,"  the  first 
American  ship  to  enter  the  port  of  Aracan,  from  which  place  they 
proceeded  to  Singapore,  Amo}',  Manilla,  Bataviaand  other  ports  in 
East  India  and  China.  At  Manilla  he  was  sick  a  considerable 
time  with  the  small-pox.  Another  voyage  was  made  to  the  ports  of 
the  Mediterranean  ;  while  lying  at  Messina,  an  outbreak  against 
the  government  occurred  on  shore,  which  resulted  in  great  blood- 
shed and  loss  of  life.  He  was  one  of  the  crew  of  a  vessel  which 
sailed  from  Boston  to  Vera  Cruz  at  the  close  of  the  Mexican  war 
to  bring  home  a  Massachusetts  regiment.  Leaving  the  vessel  at 
New  Orleans,  he  came  up  the  Mississippi  and  the  Ohio  to  Cincin- 
nati. This  was  in  1848.  He  remained  in  Cincinnati  onlj'  a  short 
time,  returned  to  New  Orleans  on  a  flat-boat,  and,  sailing  from  New 
Orleans  to  Boston  in  the  ship  "  Desilemona,"  reached  home  on  his 
twentieth  birth-day. 

After  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  he  was  one  of  a  party 
of  fifty  who  bought  the  schooner  "  Civilian,"  and  sailed  from  Bos- 
ton in  the  fall  of  1849  for  the  Pacific  coast.  He  passed  his  twenty- 
first  birth-day  ofl^  Cape  Horn,  and  reached  San  Francisco  in  the 
spring  of  1850.  He  remained  in  California  till  1852.  He  followed 
mining  six  or  seven  months,  most  of  the  time  at  Salmon  Falls.  He 
made  considerable  money,  but,  like  most  miners  in  those  California 
days,  his  money  went  as  freely  as  it  came.     He  left  mining  to  go 
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iuto  the  oflice  of  the  Placer  Times,  a  newspaper  published 
at  Sacramento  by  Pickering  it  Lawrence.  His  first  position 
was  that  of  roller-boy,  from  which  he  was  rapidly  promoted  to  be 
manager  of  the  [laper.  He  was  in  San  Francisco  during  the  three 
great  fires  which  devastated  that  city  in  1850  and  1851.  He 
made  the  voyage  home  from  8an  Francisco  to  Boston  in  the  ship 
"  Pacific." 

After  trying  the  sea,  mining  and  journalism,  he  was  next  ready 
to  turn  his  hand  to  railroading.  He  was  one  of  fift}'  young  men 
sent  out  from  Salem  by  David  A.  Neal,  vice  president  of  the  Illi- 
nois Central  railroad,  to  man  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  on  its 
opening  up  for  business  in  this  state.  He  had  charge  for  a  year  of 
the  station  at  Monee,  thirty-five  miles  south  of  Chicago.  January 
17th,  1854,  while  at  Monee,  he  married  JIary  Walker.  She  was 
born  at  Troy,  New  York,  the  daughter  of  J.  S.  Walker  and  Mary 
Lindsley,  both  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  father  moved  to  Chi- 
cago in  1848.  In  the  spring  of  1855  Esij.  Ives  took  charge  of  a 
department  of  the  freight  bu.sincss  of  the  Illinois  Central  road  in 
Chicago,  and  in  1856  engaged  in  the  printing  business  in  the  same 
city.  From  September,  1856,  till  1859,  he  lived  in  Cincinnati.  The 
latter  year  he  moved  to  New  Orleans,  and  was  employed  in  the 
Civ-'icent  office  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion.  He  stayed  in 
New  Orleans  as  long  as  he  thought  it  prudent  for  a  Union  man  to 
remain,  and  a  day  or  two  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter  left  for  the 
North  on  the  "  A.  O.  Tyler,"  the  last  steamer  that  made  the  voy- 
age of  the  Mississippi  without  interruption. 

Mrs.  Ives'  father  had  moved  to  Christian  county  in  1857,  and 
built  a  saw-mill  in  section  thirty-three  of  Johnson  township.  On 
coming  North,  Esq.  Ives,  with  his  family,  came  to  this  place,  where 
he  has  since  lived,  except  that  occasionally  he  has  worked  at  the 
printing  business  in  the  Cincinnati  Commercial  office,  of  the  print- 
ing department  of  which  paper  his  brother-in-law,  William  Porter, 
was  formerly  manager.  During  tlie  last  seven  years  he  has  resided 
continually  in  this  county.  Since  1873  he  has  filled  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  republican 
party  since  its  organization.  He  has  two  children  living,  William 
and  Raymond,  and  two  deceased.  His  career  has  partaken  more 
largely  of  adventure  than  that  of  most  men,  and  his  travels  have 
extended  to  distant  quarters  of  the  globe.  Mrs.  Ives'  father,  J.  S. 
Walker,  died  in  this  county  in  1866. 


WILLIAM  S.  BERRY— (Deceased). 
Mr.  Berry  was  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Johnson  township. 
He  was  born  on  the  26th  of  February,  1826,  in  the  state  of  Ken- 
tucky. His  father  died  when  Mr.  Berry  was  a  small  child.  After 
her  husband's  death  his  mother  came  with  the  children  to  Illinois, 
and  settled  in  Montgomery  county,  near  Hillsboro,  where  she  mar- 
ried, as  her  second  husband,  Isaac  Osborn.  The  family  came  to 
this  state  in  1828,  when  Mr.  Berry  was  two  years  old.  When  he 
was  ten  or  twelve  his  stepfather  died,  leaving  the  family  without 
sufficient  means  of  support.  Being  the  oldest  of  the  seven  children, 
with  which  his  mother  was  left  after  the  death  of  her  second  hus- 
band, as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he  took  charge  of  the  family. 
In  the  fall  of  1850  he  came  to  Christian  county.  The  succeeding 
winter  he  lived  with  an  uncle,  in  what  is  now  Locust  township,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1851,  having  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land,  he  settled  in  Johnson  township,  on  the  place  where  he 
lived  till  his  death,  and  where  his  widow  still  resides.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  the  19th  of  January,  1854,  to  Sarah  A.  Rape,  who  was 
born  in  Sangamon  county,  November  21st,  1831.  Her  father, 
Peter  Rape,  wa.s  born  near  Nashville,  Tennessee ;    married  Sarah 


Viles;  emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  settled  on  Horse  Creek,  twelve 
miles  south-east  of  Springfield.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Sangamon  county.  Jlr.  Berry  owned  a  farm  in  Johnson  town- 
ship of  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres.  He  died  on  the  23d  of 
January,  1875.  He  was  a  man  much  respected  for  his  many  good 
qualities  as  a  neighbor  and  a  citizen.  He  was  closely  identified 
with  the  affiiirs  of  Johnson  township,  and  filled  .several  public 
offices,  always  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but  resigned  after 
holding  the  office  a  short  time  ;  he  represented  Johnson  township 
in  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  held  that  position  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  as  he  did  also  the  office  of  township  treasurer.  He  had 
always  been  a  democrat  in  politics,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  left  three  children.  The  oldest  daughter, 
Mary  N.,  married  Henry  Wilson,  and  is  living  in  Johnson  town- 
ship ;  George  F.,  since  1876,  has  been  a  resident  of  Texas ;  Ida  J., 
the  remaining  child,  married  Oliver  De  Motte,  and  is  living  in 
Johnson  township.  Since  her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Berry  has  been 
managing  the  farm,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  when  she  re- 
sided in  Taylorville. 

W.  T.  FIXDERBURK. 

Mr.  FiXDERiiLRK  is  a  native  of  Christian  county.  The  family 
is  of  German  descent.  His  great-grandfather  emigrated  to  this 
country,  and  settled  in  Tennessee.  His  grandfather,  Henry  Fuu- 
derburk,  was  a  soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  moved  from 
Tennessee  to  Illinois  in  the  year  1814.  He  settled  in  Sangamon 
county  on  Horse  creek,  close  to  Cotton  Hill,  twelve  miles  south  of 
Springfield.  That  part  of  Illinois  was  then  wild  and  unsettled,  in- 
habited by  Indians,  and  the  Fuuderburk  family  were  among  the 
early  pioneer  settlei-s.  James  Funderburk,  the  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  was  four  years  old 
on  coming  to  Illinois.  He  was  married  in  Sangamon  county  to 
Nancy  Nelson,  who  was  aLso  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  came  to 
Illinois  about  the  same  time  with  the  Funderburks.  Her  parents 
were  from  Scotland.  Mr.  Funderburk's  father  moved  from  Sanga- 
mon to  Christian  county  in  the  year  1838,  and  settled  on  the  farm, 
where  he  has  since  lived,  a  mile  and  three-quarters  west  of  Taylor- 
ville. During  the  sixty-six  years  he  has  lived  in  Illinois,  he  has 
only  occupied  three  different  locations.  He  and  his  wife  are  still 
living  west  of  Taylorville,  at  an  advanced  age. 

W.  T.  Funderburk  was  born  on  the  farm  west  of  Taylorville, 
February  4th,  1840,  and  was  raised  in  that  part  of  the  county. 
He  was  married  on  the  7th  of  November,  1861,  to  Sarah  Ann 
Johnston,  the  daughter  of  Alexander  Johnston,  who  settled  in 
Johnson  township,  in  the  year  1854.  Mrs.  Funderburk  was  born 
in  Madison  county,  Ohio.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Fuuderburk 
went  to  farming  for  himself  in  Taylorville  township,  and  in  1863 
moved  to  Johnson  township.  He  has  been  living  on  his  present  farm, 
which  lies  in  sections  three,  nine,  and  ten,  since  the  year  1873. 
He  built  an  attractive  and  substantial  residence,  a  view  of  which 
appears  on  another  page,  among  our  illustrations.  In  politics  Mr. 
Fuuderburk  has  always  been  a  democrat.  He  has  adhered  closely 
to  that  party,  and  has  always  voted  for  its  candidates.  His  father 
is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Christian  county,  and  few  men  have 
lived  in  the  state  for  a  longer  period,  the  date  of  his  coming  to 
Illinois  reaching  back  four  years  before  the  admission  of  the  state 
into  the  Union. 


SAMUEL  LARGE 

Was  born  in  Queens  county,  Ireland,  within  thirty  miles  of  Dub- 
lin, July   14th,   1814.      The   family   emigrated    from   Ireland    to 
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Canada  in  1824.  His  fatlier  was  taken  sick  on  shipboard,  and  died 
iu  Quebec  tiirec  weeks  after  tlu-ir  arrival.  Tiie  rest  of  the  family 
lived  in  Upper  Canada,  near  Niagara  Falls,  till  1828,  and  tiien 
moved  to  Slonroe  I  now  Noble  i  county,  C)liii).  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  married  iu  1840,  to  Ellen  Guiler,  who  died  in  1841*. 
His  second  marriage  occurred  in  December,  1850,  to  JMaria  Large. 
In  1856  he  came  to  Christian  county.  When  he  settled  on  tiie 
Buckeye  prairie  few  imjinivements  had  been  made  iu  that  portion 
of  the  county,  and  between  his  residence  and  Pana,  twelve  miles, 
there  was  not  a  single  house.  Mr.  Large  is  now  one  of  tlu'  old 
residents  of  that  jiart  of  the  county.  He  was  first  a  whig  in 
politics,  and  has  been  a  republican  since  the  organization  of  tlie 
party.  For  forty-si-K  years  he  has  been  oue  of  the  members  of  tiie 
Methodist  denominati(m,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Buck- 
eye Churcli.  Pie  has  nine  children,  all  living  in  this  county.  He 
is  a  man  who  has  made  his  way  iu  tlie  world  by  his  own  energy  ; 
he  began  life  by  working  for  six  dollars  a  mouth,  and  with 
the  first  ten  dollars  saved  from  his  earnings  he  secured  the  right  to 
enter  a  forty  acre  tract  of  land  in  (_)hio,  and  from  this  small  start 
has  become  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  thrifty  farmers  of  this 
county. 


ENOCH  FLEMING. 

W,\s  I)orn  in  Fayette  county,  of  this  state,  on  the  18th  of  December, 
1847.  His  father,  Willi--  Fleming,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  came  to 
Illinois  about  1^25,  settled  near  Vaudalia,  married  Naomi  Van 
Winkle,  and  in  1852,  removed  to  frangamon  county,  three  miles 
south-east  of  Springfield.  In  November,  1856,  the  family  settled 
in  Johnson  township  of  this  count}'.  Enoch  Fleming  was  the  fifth 
cf  a  family  of  fifteen  children.  He  was  nine  years  old  on  coming 
to  tliis  county.  He  was  married  on  the  25th  of  December,  1873,  to 
Martha  E.  Messenger,  who  was  born  at  Alton,  and  was  living  in 
Montgomery  county  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  She  was  the 
ilaughter  of  William  Messenger.  Mr.  Fleming  has  taken  an  active 
interest  iu  the  affairs  of  Johnson  township,  and  has  been  a  warm 
democrat.  He  was  elected  constable  iu  1869,  aud  resigned  the 
position  two  years  afterwards.  In  1873  he  was  chosen  assessor. 
He  was  appointed  town  clerk  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  early  part  of 
1875,  and  the  spring  of  the  same  year  was  elected  to  the  position, 
and  re-elected  iu  1876.  While  town  clerk  he  also  held  the  ofiice 
of  township  trustee.  He  was  elected  commissioner  of  highways  in 
the  spring  of  1878,  and  since  the  fall  of  1878  has  been  treasurer  of 
Johnson  township.  The  number  of  positions  to  which  he  has  been 
elected  shows  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  in  Johnson  township. 
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BEAE    CEEEK    TOWNSHIP. 


that  portion  of  territory  lying  in  the  south-west- 
ern portion  of  the  county,  iu  its  earlier  history 
was  called  Bear  Creek.  Since  that  time,  with  the 
increase  from  emigration,  it  has  been  divided  into  pre- 
cincts and  townships  for  the  public  convenience.  A  stream  called 
Bear  Creek,  a  tributary  of  the  Sangamon,  traverses  it,  and  from  it 
that  portion  of  the  county  received  its  name.  Tradition  has  it  that 
in  early  times  bears  abounded  iu  this  region,  and  that  iu  a  grand 
bear  hunt  one  of  the  bruin  tribe  was  killed  on  this  water  course, 
and  that  this  circumstance  gave  rise  to  the  name  of  the  stream. 
This  portion  of  the  territory,  before  the  organization  of  the  county, 
belonged  to  and  formed  a  part  of  JMontgomery  county.  Some  of  its 
officers,  as  Ju-stices  of  the  Peace,  and  Constables,  were  elected  whilst 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Montgomery  county.  Joseph  P.  Durbin 
and  Richard  Simpson  were  the  two  acting  justices  of  the  precinct, 
before  whose  courts  many  a  young  couple  were  made  happy  at 
the  Hymeneal  altar;  whilst  others,  oflenders  of  justice,  were  made 
to  feel  the  stern  rigors  of  a  violated  law.  Bear  Creek,  as  organ- 
ized, constitutes  congressional  township  12  N.,  Range  3  W. 

KAELV    8ETTLEKS. 

The  first  settlers  of  Bear  Creek  were  Joseph  P.  Durbin, 
James  M.  Logsdou,  his  brother-in-law,  Nathan  Painter,  and 
old  Grandfather  Durbin,  the  fatlier  of  Joseph  P.  Durbin,  who,  with 
their  families,  came  in  1829.  The  year  following  came  Sylvester 
Durbin,  Nathan  Durbin,  and  Philip  Durbin.  The '•  well-digger," 
old  William  Durbin  and  Thomas  Durbin  with  their  families. 
These  pioueers   found   tiie    county  in   its    wild  native   state.     The 


grass  and  rank  weeds  grew  higher  than  a  man's  head  ;  in  the  fall, 
when  dry  aud  on  fire,  presented  at  night  a  grand  and  magnificent 
sight.  The  fires  were  often  destructive,  sweeping  in  their  path  fences, 
houses,  barns,  and  stacks  of  grain  aud  hay.  The  deer  and  other 
wild  animals  could  be  seen  fleeing  before  the  lurid  flames.  In  the 
earlier  years  grapes,  plums,  aud  other  wild  fruits  were  in  great 
abundance.  Bee-trees  afTorded  a  bountiful  supply  of  honey  ;  it 
seemed  truly  that  they  had  reached  the  "  laud  flowing  with  milk 
aud  honey."  But  it  had  its  disadvantages;  there  were  no  schools, 
no  churches,  no  milling  facilities,  no  trading  establishments,  no 
blacksmith  shops.  To  secure  many  of  these  necessaries  and  com- 
forts the  settler  had  to  travel  mauy  miles.  These  pioneers,  who 
settled  along  Bear  Creek,  cleared  small  farms  in  the  edge  of  the 
timber.  At  that  period  they  did  not  realize  the  fact  that  the  prai- 
ries could  be  successfully  cultivated.  But  after  a  few  years  resi- 
dence this  delusion  was  removed,  and  some  of  the  more  resolute 
pushed  out  on  the  prairies.  Among  them  was  Thomas  Durbin,  who 
first  settled  the  Robert  McCollum  place.  During  the  deep  snow 
he  would  go  into  the  timber  and  cut  down  large  elm  trees  for 
his  stock  to  browse  upon,  the  stumps  of  which  were  six  or  seven 
feet  high,  and  which  were  visible  for  years  afterward,  and  served  as 
old  land-marks  of  the  depth  of  the  snow  on  that  memorable  occa- 
sion. The  deer  were  driven  iu  from  sheer  hunger,  and  often  fed 
with  the  cattle.  Nathan  Durbin  and  old  William  Durbin  subse- 
quently settled  on  the  prairie,  on  the  east  side  of  Bear  Creek,  a 
short  distauce  above  Bond's  Point.  There  were  other  settlers  on 
the  west  side  of  the  creek.  Of  these  may  be  mentioned  Joseph  P. 
Durbiu,  James  Logsdon,  Christopher  Durbin  aud  Nathan  Painter. 


HISTORY   OF   CHRISTIAN  COUNTY,   ILLINOIS. 


225 


'I  lie  latter  planted  a  row  of  peach  trees  on  the  west  side,  near  E. 
T.  Leigh's  present  residence,  nearly  fifty  years  ago.  Other  early 
settlers  were  Walter  Clark  and  John  Baker,  who  came  in  1831  ; 
later  Col.  TJios.  B.  Bond,  Gabriel  R.  Jernigan,  Alfred  Currie, 
Robert  McCollum,  Lewis  H.  Jernigan,  William  Currie,  whose  wife 
was  the  mother  of  the  Jernigans ;  William  S.  Ricks,  Solomon 
Meads,  and  Hiram  Glass,  and  Lewis  Elliott  in  183.5-6.  Thomas 
Anderson  settled  on  Sec.  15,  iu  March,  1837.  The  Anderson  Log 
Church  and  old  grave-yard  were  on  this  tract.  A  little  below  it, 
in  the  ravine,  was  started  the  first  distillery  on  Bear  Creek.  Wni. 
C  <fe  R  O.  Warren  came  in  1838.  This  was  an  encouraging  occa- 
sion to  the  new  settlement.  Bright  as  were  their  prospects  tht- 
women  folks  were  discontented  and  lonesome  in  their  new  homes, 
and  were  desirous  to  return  to  the  older  settlements.  Their  hus- 
bands promised  to  accede  to  their  wishes  when  they  could  sell  their 
land  for  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  an  acre.  In  this  they  felt 
secure ;  the  want  of  postal  and  other  conveniences  for  news,  added 
not  a  little  to  their  discontent.  If  they  wanted  to  hear  from  their 
Kentuck}'  or  Tennessee  friends,  or  mail  a  letter  to  them,  they  had 
only  to  ride  dawn  to  the  Alton  post-office,  about  fifty  miles.  There 
were  no  greenbacks  and  less   hard  money  in    those  days. 

Hiram  Glass  was  a  house-carpenter — a  very  necessary  adjunct 
in  a  new  settlement.  He  married  Jliss  Nancy  Currie, and  survived 
the  union  but  a  few  years,  dying  in  1842 — his  widow  subsequently 
married  James  Phillips.  These  parties  owned  a  farm  a  little  dis- 
tance north-west  of  the  present  site  of  Palmer.  Robert  McCollum's 
wife  was  formerly  a  Miss  Margaret  Jernigan.  He  died  abou^  three 
years  after  emigrating  to  the  county.  His  consort  was  afterward 
twice  married,  and  is  still  living,  and  is  known  as  the  widow  Mills. 
William  Currie  settled  on  John  Baker's  improvement  some  three 
miles  north-west  of  the  present  village  of  Palmer.  His  son,  Alfred 
Currie,  improved  a  farm  about  a  mile  and  a  half  north-west  of 
Clarksdale.  Subsequently  Henry  Elgan  lived  on  the  place.  Col. 
Bond  settled  at  a  point  of  timber  on  Sec.  23  ;  the  place  is  now- 
owned  by  James  M  Simpson  The  farm  was  familiarly  called 
Bond's  Point.  At  an  early  period  the  first  po.st-office  established 
on  Bear  Creek,  was  known  liy  that  name.  It  was  a  noted  place  for 
the  weai'y  traveler  to  lodge ;  and  its  popular  proprietor  was  equally 
noted  for  his  generous  hospitality.  He  too  buried  two  wives  in 
the  old  Bear  Creek  cemetery.  His  third  wife  was  formerly  a 
Miss  Xuckols  of  Sugar  creek,  Sangamon  count}' ;  but  when  he  mar- 
ried her  she  was  the  widow  Graham.  He  moved  to  Sangamon 
county  and  settled  at  Auburn,  and  in  December,  ls79,  he  was 
killed  by  an  accident  on  the  Chicago  and  Alton  railroad,  near  Ber- 
dan  in  Greene  county,  Illinois.  William  S  Ricks,  another  pioneer, 
lived  on  Sec.  34,  near  the  head  of  the  Bear  Creek  timber.  His 
"  latch  string  "  was  always  out,  and  his  home  a  notable  stopping- 
place,  and  his  hospitality  unbounded.  The  farm  is  now  owned  by 
John  Hawk>  an  old  Virginian.  Wm.  H.  Graham,  the  former 
husband  of  the  widow  of  the  late  Col.  Bond,  an  early  settler,  was 
drowned  in  the  South  Fork,  near  "  Half  Acre,"  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1844.  The  first  child  born  on  Bear  Creek  (outside  of  the 
Durbin  connection)  was  Mary  Currie,  daughter  of  Alfred  Currie. 
She  became  the  wife  of  Edward  Leigh.  She  was  born  in  Walter 
Clark's  cabin,  on  Christmas  eve,  183.5,  when  the  families  were  all 
huddled  in  one  room. 

The  first  male  child  born  was  William  A.  McCollum,  on  the  1st 
of  April,  1838.  A  good  anecdote  is  related  of  two  ofthe.se  pioneer 
women.  Mrs.  Myra  J.  Bond,  wife  of  the  late  Col.  B.,  when  she 
arrived  iu  her  new  home,  had  but  little  conception  of  the  responsi- 
bilities of  housekeeping.  She  had  been  reared  in  a  slave  state  ; 
knew  nothing  about  cooking,  had  never  prepared  a  meal's  victuals  in 
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her  life.  To  be  thrown  thus  on  the  wilils  of  the  prairie,  to  cook 
and  provide  for  her  fiimily,  was  a  trying  situation  And  her  neigh- 
bor, Mrs.  Margaret  McCollum,  was  not  much  more  skilled  in 
culinary  matters.  Neither  of  them  had  ever  seen  a  squash,  much  less 
cooked  one,  before  coming  to  Illinois  The  neighbors  all  bore  testi- 
m.my  to  the  go;>d  qualities  of  this  prairie  vegetable  ;  they  procured 
line  from  the  fields  and  without  any  instruction  or  preparation,  went 
bravely  to  work  to  cook  it.  They  knew  it  had  to  be  baked,  so  they 
covered  it  up  with  hot  ashes  in  the  huge  fire-place  ;  seeds  and  all 
in  it.  as  it  had  grown.  It  was  a  new  and  novel  plan  in  cooking 
squashes,  but  savored  a  little  too  much  of  the  seeds  and  other 
trimmings. 

Apropos  to  Mrs.  Mills'  story  of  cooking  is  the  anecdote  related 
of  several  families  of  the  Smith  connection  ;  who  moved  at  an 
early  day  from  "  lugianuy,"  and  settled  on  the  head-waters  of 
Brush  creek.  Their  principal  occupation  for  the  first  year  or  two, 
was  eating  watermelons  and  shaking  with  the  ague  They  had 
never  been  accustomed  to  luxuries,  and  .some  of  them  had  never 
seen,  much  less  ta.sted  coffee,  and  these  women  did  not  know  how 
to  make  use  of  it.  A  peddler  came  along  and  sold  Mrs.  L.  some 
coflfee  ;  intent  on  a  nice  surprise  to  her  husband,  with  this  new 
dainty  for  his  dinner,  she  put  the  whole  purchase  in  the  pot  and 
boiled  it  with  the  beef  I 

July  14th,  1832,  Jesse  Agee  entered  the  first  land  in  this  town- 
ship, on  S.  E.  i  N.  E.  i  of  section  9,  40  acres  November  20th, 
183.5,  Mathew  Xewkirk  entered  ssveral  hundred  acres  on  different 
sections  in  the  township.  Thomas  P.  Bond  entered  S.  W.  3  of 
.section  34,  160  acres,  December  9th,  1835. 

MILLS    AND    MILLIN'Ci. 

The  first  settlers  were  greatly  inconvenienced  for  the  want  of 
milling  facilities  ;  they  had  to  go  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  mill ; 
during  the  "  deep  snow  "  they  were  cut  off,  and  hemmed  in  on  all 
sides.  The  improvised  wooden  mortar  by  which  they  crushed  the 
corn,  answered  the  purpose  only  temporarily  ;  corn  meal  was  the 
main  staff  of  life.  In  this  extremity.  Esquire  Joseph  P.  Durbin 
secured  and  dressed  a  pair  of  mill-stones,  from  two  "  lo.st  rocks  " 
found  on  the  prairie,  supposed  to  hav^'  been  hurled  from  some  un- 
known planet.  He  then  rigged  up  a  horse-mill  that  did  good 
service.  It  was  one  of  the  wonders  of  Bear  Creek.  The  patrons 
of  the  mill  had  to  furnish  their  own  motive  power  by  hitching  on 
their  own  teams. 

It.  O.  and  W.  C.  Warriner  erected  a  saw  mill  on  Bear  Creek 
in  1838.  It  was  located  due  west  from  Palmer,  and  was  propelled 
by  water-power.  During  the  years  1838-'9,  a  large  amount  of 
lumber  was  sawed,  and  carted  to  Springfield,  where  a  ready  market 
was  found.  The  mill  was  sold  to  Le  Rov  Hill,  of  Sangamon 
county,  and  by  him  to  others.  In  1840,  the  dam  was  destroyed 
and  never  after  repaired. 

The  Warriners  were  the  first  merchants  in  the  south-west  part 
(if  the  count}-.  They  first  sold  goods  iu  part  of  Col.  Bond's  new 
house  ;  afterwards  built  a  small  store-room  on  the  banks  of  Bear 
Creek,  where  they  sold  goods  while  operating  the  mill.  It  was 
subsequently  occupied  by  Joel  Traylor  as  a  dwelling. 

The  first  distillery  in  the  county  was  established  on  Bear  Creek, 
by  .John  Baker  in  1835.  He  disposed  of  it  to  James  Logsdon  in 
1837,  and  Logsdon  traded  it  to  Esquire  Joseph  P.  Durbin.  It  was 
first  located  in  the  ravine,  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek,  close  by 
the  old  log-church  and  grave-yard.  But  when  it  became  the 
property  of  Esquire  Durbin,  he  moved  it  across  the  creek,  near  to 
his  own  residence.  Its  chief  attractions  were  drinking,  horse- 
racing,  shooting  matches  ahd  general  carousiug. 
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Early  I'reorhin;/  and  Ch'irrh^s.— As  early  as  1836,  Rev.  Richard 
Bird,  of  the  Methodist  denoiiiiiiatioii.  Rev.  Joel  Knight  and  Rev. 
J.  W.  Bone,  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  preached  to 
the  Bear  Creek  settlers.  Revs.  Isaac  Haines,  Henry  F.  Luckett, 
A.  M.  Wilson  and  Joseph  Barlow,  also  preached  at  an  early  date. 
The  first  Protestant  sermon  preached  in  Bear  Creek,  was  in  the  sum- 
mer of  18:16,  by  Rev.  Richard  Bird,  in  a  grove  on  Alfred  Currie's 
farm,  lately  owned  by  Henry  Elgan. 

Rev.  Joel  Knight  was  the  first  Cumberland  Presbyterian  preacher 
in  this  .settlement,  in  1837.     The  services  were  held  in  Col.  Bond'.s 

cabin.     Rev.  A.  M.  Wilson  and  Rev. Trauber,  of  this  faith. 

also  preached  in  Col.  Bond'.s  cabin,  in  1837-'8. 

Rev.  Richard  Bird  organized  the  first  Methodist  .society  in  1836, 
■which  was  the  first  church  organized  in  Bear  Creek. 

Rev.  Joel  Knight  effected  a  temporary  organization  of  a  C.  P. 
Society  in  March,  1841,  composed  of  six  members,  with  James  H. 
Boyd  as  ruling  elder,  but  it  was  not  officially  organized  by  the  Pres- 
bytery until  1844. 

There  was  a  log-church  built  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek,  about 
1838  or  '39.  In  this  church,  in  1842,  the  first  Siuiday-.school  in 
the  county  was  organized.  James  H.  Boyd  was  the  sujierintendent, 
and  Thomas  P.  Bond,  secretary  and  librarian. 

Harper's  Fern/  was  the  name  of  a  little  town  or  trading-jjost, 
located  on  the  east  side  of  Bear  Creek,  near  the  Jernigan  bridge,  on 
the  old  Edwardsville  road.  It  was  the  first  town  on  the  creek,  and 
was  a  [ioint  of  some  importance.  It  had  a  post-office,  stores  and 
saloons.  ( '.  M.  Leberman,  of  ^lorrisonville,  was  the  principal 
merchant.  He  kept  a  general  stock  of  dry-goods  and  groceries. 
They  all  flourished  and  were  well  patronized,  but  as  the  new  towns 
along  the  railroads  sprang  up  the  merchants  abandoned  it,  and 
sought  better  locations. 

The.se  are  the  important  incidents  in  its  earlier  history.  But  with 
the  tide  of  emigration  this  section  of  the  county  has  rapidly  filled 
up.  New  interests  have  been  developed  and  lands  have  greatly 
advanced. 

The  precincts  of"  Lower  "  and  "  Upper  "  Bear  Creek  have  been 
superseded  by  township  organization,  and  with  the  new  order  of 
ai-rangements.  Bear  Creek,  Ricks  and  King  townships  cover  the 
old  territory  with  their  business  population.  AVith  the  opening  of 
the  Wabash  railway,  the  flourishing  towns  of  Clarksdale,  Palmer, 
Morrison  ville  and  Harvel,  have  become  towns  of  no  little  importance. 

Jnijiroreil  Stock. — Among  those  who  introduced  the  first  improved 
cattle  and  hogs  in  this  township,  were  J.  C.  Dodson  and  George 
Armitage.  The  breed  was  Short-horn  cattle  and  Berkshire  hogs. 
The  first  thoroughbred  horses  and  graded  sheep  were  brought  in  by 
J.  il.  Simpson.  Bear  Creek  has  many  well  improved  fiirms,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  those  of  J.  C.  Dodson,  Fletcher  Haines, 
J.  M.  Simpson,  E.  T.  Leigh,  George  E.  Maxon,  George  Morgan, 
George  Armitage,  and  AVm.  Kline. 

In  the  illustrated  department  of  this  work,  the  reader  may  see 
several  fine  views  of  farms  in  Bear  Creek.  As  this  is  one  of  the 
early  settled  localities  of  the  county,  much  of  its  early  history  ap- 
pears in  the  chapter  on  pioneers  and  early  settlers. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  since  township  organization  : 

Supervisors. — .James  H.  Hill,  elected  1866,  re-elected  1867,  '68 
and  '69  ;  A.  L.  Clark,  1870,  re-elected  1871 ;  E.  T.  Leigh,  1872  ; 
A.  L.  Clark,  1873  ;  Henry  Mundhenke,  1874  ;  and  has  held  the 
office  by  re-election  up  to  the  present  time. 

Assessors. — A.  L.  Clark,  1876,  re-elected  1877  ;  Jas.  H.  Sisna, 
1878  ;  N.  D.  Hill,  1879,  re-elected  1880. 

Collectors.— AdiWiim  L.  Clark,  elected  1866,  re-elected  1867,  '68 
and    '69;  James    L.    Clark,  1870,  re-elected    1871;  A.  S.  Clark, 


1872;  H.  Mundhenke,  1873;  A.  E.  Boyd,  1874;  M.  E. 
Johnson,  187-5,  re-elected  1876 ;  J.  C.  Dodson,  1877 ;  James  B. 
McGinnis,  1878  ;  M.  E.  Johnson,  1879 ;  .James  W.  Leigh,  1880. 

Town  Clerk.— Boni'ord  Stanley,  1876  ;  John  A.  Weeks,  1877,  re- 
elected 1878  :  L.  D.  Potter,  1879,  re-elected  1880. 

('oinmissioner  of  Hlghwaijs. — ^V.  E.  Davis,  1876;  R.  E.  Hill, 
1877;  James  Conover,  1878;  R.  E.  Hill,  and  S.  W.  Hawkins, 
1S79  ;  B.    F.    Parish,  1880. 

Coii.'<htl)les.—T.  P.  Dunning  and  John  T.  Allen,  elected  in  1873  ; 
Miles  E.  Johnson,  1874  ;  John  T.  Allen,  re-elected  1877  ;  H.  W. 
J(dinson,  elected  1877. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — Henry  Mundhenke,  elected  in  1866;  Henry 
Mundhenke,  re-elected  '70  ;  William  Logsdon,  '70  ;  J.  B.  Sullivan 
and  Jessie  Elgan,  '73  ;  E.  K.  Brock  and  Charles  A.  Clark,  '74 ;  R. 
E.  G'Xeil  and  M.  D.  Hill,  '77  ;  Robert  E.  O'Neil  and  Joel  P. 
Speer,  '79. 

(■I-.4.EKSD.4.LE 

Is  situated  on  section  thirteen  of  this  township,  on  the  line  of  the 
Wabash,  .St.  Louis  and  Pacific  Railroad,  about  five  miles  south- 
west of  Taylorville.  It  was  named  in  honor  of  Y.  B.  Clark,  one  of 
the  original  proprietors.  It  was  laid  out  by  Y.  B.  Clark,  and 
platted  by  Richard  Powel,  in  1871.  It  has  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  population. 

The  post-office  was  established  in  1870.  The  post-masters  have 
been  L.  Park,  E.  K.  Brock,  G.  Walton,  C.  A.  Clark,  and  W.  M. 
Gladish. 

A  flouring  null  known  as  the  "  Clarksdale  Mill,"  was  erected  in 
1872,  by  Y.  B.  Clark,  with  a  run  of  three  burr.  It  was  burned  by 
an  incendiary  in  May,  1876. 

The  school-house  is  a  one  story  frame  building,  erected  in  1871, 
by  direction  of  Y.  B.  Clark,  E.  K.  Brock,  and  S.  W.  Hawkins. 

Below  is  a  list  of  the  present  business  houses. 

Elevator  owned  and  operated  bj'  S.  S.  Sprague  &  Co.,  has  a  ca- 
pacity of  20,000  bushels  small  grain. 

General  Store.i. — Wm.  ]M.  Gladish,  Parrish  &  Park. 

Druff  Store. — Dr.  Geo.  Walton. 

Phi/sicians. — Geo.  Walton,  E.  K.  Fletcher. 

Blackimith  and  Wagon  Making. — G.  Parrish  &  Bro. 

Blacksmith. — P.  Ring. 

i/o^e/.— Charles  Morey. 

PALMER. 

This  is  the  largest  town  between  ]Morrisonville  and  the  county 
seat.  It  is  located  on  section  27,  of  Bear  Creek  township.  The 
Waliash,  St.  L.  &  P.  Railway  passes  through  the  south-east  part  of 
the  town. 

It  was  laid  out  in  the  spring  of  1869,  by  J.  H.  Boyd  and  J.  M. 
Simpson,  proprietors,  and  was  surveyed  and  platted  by  Richard  M. 
Powel  The  first  store-house  was  erected  by  Boyd  &  Simpson,  and 
Starke  it  Hailey  put  in  a  stock  of  general  goods.  The  first  house 
erected  was  a  hotel  by  J.  H.  Boj'd,  whose  residence  wais  also  inside 
the  town  limits,  when  laid  out.  James  McCauley  built,  and  opened 
the  second  store,  with  a  general  stock  of  goods.     During  this  year, 

1869,  the  town  was  built  up  rapidly,  and  has  grown  liut  little  since. 
It  has  about  four  hundred  inhabitants. 

The  school-house  was  built  in  1870.  It  is  a  neat  and  well  fur- 
nished two  story  building,  with  two  rooms.  The  school  is  a  graded 
one,  employing  two  teachers.      The  post-ofiice  was  established  in 

1870,  and  G.  E.  Starke  was  the  first  post-master.  Since  then,  the 
following  men  have  had  the  office :  J.  W.  McCauley,  V.  E  Davis, 
AY.  P.  Crockett,  A.  E.  Boyd,  G.  H.  Vauarsdale. 

The  Christian   Church   was  the  first  erected,  which  was  in  1870, 
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at  a  cost  of  $1400.      The  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church   was 
built  in  1874,  and  cost  $1900. 

The  following  is  a  li.*t  of  the  present  business  houses  in  the  town. 

ELEVATOR. 

J.  H.  Boyd's  elevator  was  erected  in  1877.  It  is  constructed  for 
handling  all  kinds  of  grain,  and  has  a  capacity  of  4500  bushels. 

Palmer  mill  and  elevator  was  built  by  J.  H.  Boyd,  in  1871,  with 
one  burr-run.  The  property  was  purchased,  and  the  mill  re-mod- 
eled, and  two  burrs  added,  in  1876,  by  W.  A.  Crowder  A'  Co.,  the 
present  owners.     The  elevator  has  a  capacity  of  15,000  bushels. 

Physicians. — J.  J.  Conner,  J.  W.  Petrie. 

Groceries  and  Hardware — T.  J.  Hailey,  J.  C.  Dodson,  R.  O. 
Suiter. 

Eestawant. — L  D.  Potter. 

Bestauraut  and  Barhtr  Shop. — T.  J.  Lautz. 


Dry  Goods  and  aoihinrj.—W.  L.  Long,  D.  T.  Price. 
Drug  Store. — G.  H.  Vanarsdale,  I.  N.  Tice. 
Lumber  Yard.— J.  11.  Boyd. 
Harness  Shop. — J.  "M.  Potter. 
Shoe  Shop. — C.  X.  Peterson. 
Millinery  Shop. — Mrs.  S.  J.  Higgins. 
Baicher  Shojis. — Benj.  Pearch,  AVm.  Bock, 

Blachmiilh  Shoj^s. — J.  R   Fitch,  W.  !M.  8tam,  Fred.  Wucherp- 
fennig. 

Waffon  Shops. — J.  R.  Fitch,  J.  M.  Barnes. 

Coffin  Shop.— .J.  B.  :Mc(:iinnis. 

Saloons. — Phillip  Stadler,  P.  .J.  Cunningham. 

HOTELS. 

Bonlsby  Hoii.^e,  J.  H.  Bowlsby,  proprietor. 
Palmer  House,  D.  A.  Kauerauf,  proprietor. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES 


E.  T.  LEIGH 
Is  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  settlers  of  Christian  county. 
The  Leigh  family  were  originally  from  Virginia  He  is  a  native 
of  Prince  Edward  county,  and  was  born  July  27, 1816.  His  father 
was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  held  a  major's  commission. 
He  met  with  severe  losses  in  the  destruction  of  his  propertv  by  fire, 
which  had  the  effect  of  reducing  him  in  a  financial  point  of  view. 
He  married  Martha  Thomerson,  a  native  also  of  Virginia.  He 
came  west  in  1822,  and  located  in  Madison  euiiuty,  where  he  re- 
mained eleven  years,  then  moved  to  Macoupin  county,  where  he 
stayed  until  1839,  when  he  came  to  Christian  county,  and  settled  in 
Bear  Creek  township,  where  E.  T.  Leigh  now  r.  sides.  He  purchased 
120  acres,  and  his  sons  entered  more.  Here  he  remaiued  until  his 
death.  There  were  eleven  children  in  the  family.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  family.  His  education  in  his 
youth  was  very  imperfect  and  insufficient,  as  compared  with  that 
•which  is  given  the  youth  of  to-day,  but  with  all  these  disadvantages 
he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  rudimentary  principles,  and  being 
of  an  observant  mind,  and  very  fond  of  reading  and  books,  he  soon 
grew  to  be  a  man  of  considerable  information,  and  now  we  find  him 
well  posted  on  current  events  and  well  informed  upon  all  questions 
of  a  public  nature.  In  the  fall  of  18.39  he  entered  forty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  still  owns.  To  this  original  forty  acres  he  has  added 
until  he  has  a  fine  large  farm,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  wealthy 
land  owners  of  Christian  county.  His  home  farm  is  one  of  the  best 
improved  in  the  township.  He  has  given  to  his  children  consider- 
able land,  but  still  possesses  enough  to  rank  him  among  the  large 
farmers  of  his  township  and  county. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1841,  he  married  Mary  Ann  Hill.  She 
is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  came  to  Illinois  with  her  father's 
family  in  1837.  She  was  a  resident  of  the  neighborhood  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage.  There  have  been  ten  children  born  to  them, 
all  of  whom  are  living,  and  all  have  reached  maturity.  Five  of 
them  are  married  ;  the  balance  are  yet  beneath  the  parental  roof. 
All  are  living  in  the  neighborhood  within  a  short  distance  from 
their  home  and  birth-place. 


In  politics,  Mr.  Leigh  was  originally  a  Henry  Clay  whig,  and 
was  in  favor  of  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves.  He  fought  the 
system  of  slavery,  yet  he  was  not  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word  an 
abolitioni.st.  He  believed  with  Clay  in  the  gradual  emancipation 
scheme  and  policy.  After  the  abandonment  of  the  whig  party,  he 
joined  the  young  republican  organization,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  he  has  been  a  stalwart,  uncompromising  and  active  member 
of  that  political  party.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  worker,  and  takes  a 
I)rominent  part  in  all  the  local,  county  and  state  contests.  His  long 
residence  in  the  county,  knowledge  of  men  and  their  wants,  together 
with  his  extensive  information  upon  political  matters,  all  conspire 
to  make  him  a  man  whose  advice  and  counsel  is  almost  invaluable, 
and  his  support  a  necessity.  He  had  the  honor  of  representing  his 
township  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  while  a  member  was  very 
useful  and  industrious  in  looking  after  the  county's  interests.  He 
took  strong  grounds  again.st  the  payment  of  high  salaries  to  county 
officers,  and  through  his  exertions  and  personal  efforts  they  were 
reduced,  thereby  saving  a  considerable  amount  to  the  county  each 
year.  In  all  needed  reforms  he  took  an  active  part.  He  was 
alwavs  found  voting  on  the  side  of  the  people,  and  legislating  in  the 
interests  of  the  many,  and  not  in  the  interests  of  the  few.  His  busi- 
ness in  life  has  been  that  of  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  In  swine 
breeding,  raising  and  shipping,  he  perhaps  has  been  the  most  exten- 
sive in  the  county.  It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  say  that  he  has 
been  successful.  He  possesses  the  evidences  of  that  around  him. 
He  started  in  life  poor,  and  what  he  has  is  the  accumulation  of  in- 
du.stry,  economical  habits,  good  management  and  the  exercise  of 
sound  common  sense.  He  has  suff'ered  a  great  deal  from  sickness. 
In  1868,  he  was  .stricken  with  paralysis.  He  spent  large 
sums  of  money,  and  visited  several  places  seeking  medical  relief,  and 
finally  regained  his  health.  This  in  brief  is  a  biographical  sketch 
of  "  Uncle  T.  Leigh,"  as  he  is  familiarly  called  among  his  old 
acquaintances.  He  is  a  man  of  generous  impulses  and  warm-hearted, 
full  of  anecdote  and  a  good  talker.  In  short,  he  is  a  pleasant  man 
to  meet,  hospitable  and  kind,  honest  and  honorable  in  his  dealings, 
and  a  square  man  in  all  his  businesss  relations  in  life. 
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Is  a  native  of  Barren  county,  Ky.,  and  was  born  November  oth, 
1824.  He  is  the  fifth  child  of  Christopher  Haines,  who  was  a 
native  of  \'irginia,  and  whose  family  was  among  the  early  settlers 
of  the  old  dominion.  The  family  of  Haines  are  descended  from  a 
long  line  of  Dutch  ancestry.  Mr.  Haines,  when  a  young  man, 
crossed  the  mountains  with  his  parents  and  settled  in  Allen  county, 
Ky.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He  married  Myrah  Gatewood, 
the  daughter  of  Koland  Gatewood.  They  were  natives  of  Georgia. 
They  had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of  which  there  are  seven 
brothers  and  two  si-sters  living.  Mr.  Haines  move<l  with  his  family 
to  Illinois  in  October,  1829,  and  located  in  Sangamon  county  and 
engaged  in  farming,  and  resided  there  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  18-51.  His  widow  survived  him  until  180(1.  Both  he 
and  ids  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Fletcher  Haines,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  Sangamon  county,  wiiich  at  that 
time  were  poor.  He,  however,  attained  a  fair  knowledge  of  the 
rudimentary  principles  of  an  English  education,  and  by  considerable 
industry  and  application,  he  has  succeeded  in  acquiring  and  adding 
much  to  his  original  store  of  learning  and  information,  and  we  now 
find  him  well  versed  in  the  current  events  of  the  day.  His  early 
boyh(jod  days  were  spent  in  assisting  his  family  at  work  upon  the 
farm.  In  June,  1840,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  war,  he 
enlisted  in  company  A,  4th  Regt.,  Ills.  Vols.,  commanded  by  Col. 
E.  D.  Baker.  The  captain  of  the  company  was  H.  E.  Roberts. 
The  regiment  was  mustered  in  at  Springfield,  and  from  there  went 
to  Alton,  and  from  there  to  Jeflerson  Barracks,  Mo.,  where  they 
were  sworn  into  the  U.  S.  service  and  drilled  for  three  weeks.  They 
then  embarked  on  board  a  steamer  and  proceeded  down  the  river 


to  New  Orleans,  then  to  Brazos  Island,  Texas,  in  a  sailing  vessel. 
Then  they  were  brigaded  under  Gen.  Shields  and  attached  to  the 
division  under  command  of  Gen.  Scott.  Mr.  Haines  participated 
in  the  battles  of  ^'era  Cruz  and  Cerro  Gordo.  He  suffered  con- 
siderably from  the  ravages  of  disease  incident  to  that  warm  and 
malarious  climate.  The  term  of  enlistment  drawing  to  a  close,  they 
were  ordered  to  New  Orleans,  where  they  were  discharged,  and  the 
regiment  disbanded  and  they  returned  to  their  homes.  While  in 
the  service,  he  received  seven  dollars  per  month,  and  the  land  war- 
rant for  100  acres  of  land,  which  he  located  in  Sangamon  county, 
near  the  village  of  Pawnee. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1848,  Mr.  Haines  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Lucinda  J.  Hatler.  By  that  marriage  there  were  two 
children,  only  one  of  whom  is  living.  His  name  is  J.  Will.  Haines, 
now  living  in  South  Fork  township.  Mrs.  Haines  died  in  Novem- 
ber, 18.51.  On  the  4th  of  November,  1852,  he  married  Mits  Lydia 
A.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  Anderson.  She  is  a  native  of 
Caldwell  county,  Ky.,  as  was  also  her  parents.  There  have  been 
born  to  them  eight  children,  five  of  w  horn  are  living. 

Mr.  Haines  and  wife  were  both  early  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  In  politics,  he  was  in  early  life  a  whig,  and  after  the 
disorganization  of  that  party  he  became  a  republican,  and  is  and 
always  has  been  among  the  stanchest  supporters  of  the  principles 
of  that  party  in  this  county.  During  the  late  rebellion  he  was 
among  the  strong  Union  men  of  that  county,  and  did  much  to  aid 
the  cause  of  right  and  justice.  The  I'uion  cause  had  no  stronger 
supporter  here  than  Mr.  Haines.  In  1860,  he  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  held  that  office  four  years. 

Mr.  Haines  is  a  man  who  has  achieved  more  than  ordinary  sue- 
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•cess  iu  life,  and  whatever  he  has  accomplished,  has  been  the  result 
of  his  own  unaided  efforts.  Industry,  energy  and  economy  have 
■enabled  him  to  carve  out  for  himself  a  comfortable  competency. 
He  first  settled  in  Christian  county,  in  February,  1856,  when  he 
purchased  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  added, 
until  he  now  has  eight  hundred  acres  of  as  fine  farm  laud  as  can 
be  found,  and  as  well  improved  as  any  iu  the  county.  A  fiue 
view  of  his  home  and  farm  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Jlr. 
Haines,  judging  from  what  the  neighbors  say,  has  many  friends, 
and  they  have  been  gained  by  his  straightforward  course  of  honesty, 
integrity  and  fair  dealing.  He  is  a  man  who  dispenses  hospitality 
with  a  liberal  hand.  This  trait  is  characteristic  of  the  Kentuckians, 
and  we  present  him  to  our  numerous  readers  as  a  fair  specimen  of 
the  best  class  of  men  from  the  "  Blue  Grass  State,"  who  by  their 
energy  have  done  so  much  to  develop,  improve  and  build  up  Illi- 
nois. Mr.  Haines  moved  to  Springfield  iu  March,  18(38,  and  resided 
there  six  years,  and  duriug  that  time  his  children  had  the  advantages 
of  the  best  schools.     He  returned  to  his  farm  in  1877. 


JOH\  C.  DODSON 
Is  a  native  of  Greene  county,  Illinois  ;  was  born  March  olst,  1830. 
He  was  the  fourth  child  of  Thomas  and  Prudence  (Robbins)  Dod- 
son.  Thomas  Dodsou  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England.  He 
emigrated  to  America  while  a  young  man,  and  first  located  in  St. 
Louis,  and  was  there  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Wiggins,  who  established 
the  Wiggins'  Ferry,  now  one  of  the  largest  corporations  in  the  west. 
Thomas  Dodsoii  was  in  charge  of  the  first  ferry-boat.  The  line 
was  established  in  1822.  His  wife.  Prudence  Robbins,  lived  for  a 
time  in  South  Cai'olina  and  Tennessee,  and  subsequently  moved 
with  her  parents  to  Madison  county,  Illinois.  She  was  also  of  Eng- 
lish parentage.  They  had  a  famil_Y  of  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Owing  to  the  malarious  condition  of  the  region 
about  St.  Louis,  Mr.  Dodsou  left  with  his  family  and  moved  to 
Greene  county,  Illinois,  and  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  that 
county.  He  engaged  in  farming,  in  what  is  known  as  Pinkerton's 
Prairie,  three  and  a  half  miles  north-east  of  Carrollton.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  in  the  campaign  of  18.31.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  was  also 
licensed  as  a  local  preacher.  He  died  ]\[ay  ()th,  1847.  His  wife 
survived  him  until  October,  1864. 

J.  C.  Dodson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county.  He  acquired  a 
good,  sound   knowledge  of  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education. 

On  the  8th  of  ]May,  1853,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  Green, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Green.  She  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  February  7th,  1830.  Miss  Green  left  her  native  laud 
and  came  to  America  to  keep  house  for  her  brothei',  John  Green, 
who  was  then  living  at  the  house  of  INIr.  Dodsou.  She  arrived  here 
in  May,  1862,  and  was  married  as  above  stated.  As  the  fruits  of 
this  union  there  have  been  born  to  them  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters. 

In  the  order  of  their  ages  they  are  as  follows  :  Thos.  C,  married, 
and  at  present  residing  in  Palmer,  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  pro- 
vision business  ;  Mary  Addie,  Sarah  Emma  and  Frank  E.  The 
three  latter  residing  at  home  with  their  parents. 

In  politics  Mr.  Dodson  was  originally  a  whig,  and  on  the  aban- 
donment of  that  party  he  became  indentified  with  the  democratic 
party.  He  is  not  what  you  might  call  a  party  man,  but  for 
local  offices  he  votes  for  the  best  man  irrespective  of  party.  Mr. 
Dodson  believes  in  and  has  made  it  a  point  to  give  his  children  the 
benefits  of  as  good  an  education  as  the  county  affords. 


In  taking  a  retrospective  view  of  the  life  and  career  of  Mr.  Dod- 
son, we  find  a  man  who  was  born  in  this  state  in  the  pioneer  era, 
and  during  his  life  he  has  witnessed  great  changes  from  an  unbroken 
wilderness  to  a  country  dotted  over  with  happy  homes  and  thrifty 
farmers.  In  May,  1855,  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
lives,  and  here  he  has  resided  up  to  the  present.  Mr.  Dodson  has 
by  his  own  energy  and  industry,  united  with  that  of  his  excellent 
wife,  succeeded  in  acquiring  a  comfortable  competency,  and  now 
ranks  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  county.  He  has  one 
of  the  best  improved  farms  in  Bear  Creek  township,  and  his  resi- 
dence aud  firm  buildings  are  among  the  best  in  the  couuty,  a 
fine  view  of  which  can  be  .seen  on  another  page.  During  the  war 
Mr.  Dodson  was  fir  a  time  enrolling  officer.  He  al.so  made  the 
assessments  the  first  two  years  after  township  organization.  He  is 
ranked  by  his  neighbors  as  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  county. 


WILLIAM  LOGSD(  )X. 

THEearliest settler ofBearCreek  township,  now  living,  is  he  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  It  is  not  often  that  we  find  one  who  has  re- 
sided so  long  in  what  is  still  a  new  county.  He  has  been  a  citizen 
of  Christian  couuty  for  half  a  century,  coming  here  in  the  year  1830. 
He  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  was  born  in  the  vear  1820.  His 
father,  James  Logsdon,  was  also  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  descend- 
ed from  the  early  settlers  of  Maryland.  James  Logsdon  moved  from 
Kentucky  to  Sangamon  county  in  this  state  in  the  year  1828,  and  to 
what  is  now  Christian  county  in  1830,  and  entered  land  and  settled 
in  section  10  on  Bear  Creek.  He  returned  to  Sangamon  county, 
and  died  in  1864. 

Iu  the  3'ear  1838  ^Ir.  Wm.  Logsdon  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Meads,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky.  Her  mother  was  also  a  native 
of  Kentucky  ;  her  father  came  from  Georgia.  It  is  almost  impossi- 
ble in  this  day  of  railroads  and  the  many  other  conveniences  of  civ- 
ilization to  understand  the  circumstances  in  which  these  pioneers 
were  placed.  There  were  no  mills  except  horse  mills,  and  these 
were  so  inconveniently  situated  that  it  often  required  several  days 
travel  to  get  a  sack  of  corn  ground.  It  was  impossible  to  cross  the 
prairie  in  the  day-time  on  account  of  the  flies  called  "green  heads." 
Even  the  plowing  in  some  instances  was  done  in  the  night.  In  case 
of  sickness  the  only  medicine  was  such  as  nature  supplied  in  the 
crude  state.  Yet,  in  all  the  i)rivatious,  many  of  the  early  settlers 
look  back  to  this  as  the  happiest  part  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Logsdon 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Harrison  in  1840,  and  was  a  Whig  until  the 
dissolution  of  that  party,  since  which  he  has  been  a  democrat.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years,  and  is  a 
good  citizen. 


J.   W.   PETKIE,   M.  D., 

Who  has  been  practicing  medicine  in  Palmer  for  twelve  years,  is  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  aud  was  born  November  7th,  1832,  in 
Cabarras  county,  of  that  state.  His  father,  John  Petrie,  was  also 
a  native  of  North  Carolina.  The  grandfather  emigrated  from 
Germany. 

Dr.  Petrie  removed  from  his  old  home  to  California  in  the  year 
1855,  for  the  purpo.se  of  hunting  gold,  and  in  the  year  1860  came 
to  Illinois,  and  in  1866  to  Christian  county.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  in  1853,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  P.  J.  A. 
Haynes,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  North  Carolina,  and  afterward  attended 
a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati. 
He  began  the  practice  of  medicine  iu  1866,  and  located  at  Palmer 
in  1868.     He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Annie  M.  O'Rourke,  in 
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the  year  1869.  She  is  of  Irish  ancestry,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

In  politics  lie  supports  the  democratic  party,  but  is  liberal  in  his 
views;  is  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance,  and  believes  in  the  abur 
lition  of  the  liquor  traffic,  seeing  in  common  with  all  who  support 
this  cause  that  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  is  detrimental  to  the 
best  interests  of  society. 

Dr.  Petrie  belongs  to  the  eclectic  school  of  medicine,  and  in 
common  with  all  of  that  school,  believes  that  a  physician  should  use 
any  method  or  any  means  that  will  relieve  suffering  and  restore  the 
sick  to  health.  He  is  fiuihful  in  the  discharge  of  his  professional 
duties,  and  in  his  manners  a  very  agreeable  gentleman. 

ALFRED   BOYD 

Is  a  native  of  Burke  county.  North  Carolina;  was  Inirn  on  the  7th 
of  Nov.,  1809.  His  father,  John  Boyd,  was  born  in  Pliiladelpliia, 
Pa.,  about  the  year  1769,  and  descended  from  Scotch  ancestry. 
John  Boyd  moved  to  North  Carolina  with  his  father  when  a  boy, 
and  afterward  moved  to  Tennessee,  where  he  died.  IMr.  Alfred 
Boyd  moved  to  Kentucky,  residing  there  six  years,  and  in   April, 


1839,  moved  to  Christian  county,  Illinois,  securing  by  purchase  and 
entry,  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  in  Bear  Creek  township.  He 
\\as  married  in  1832  to  Zillah  !McCormick,  who  was  of  Scotch -Irish 
ancestry.  Thirteen  children  have  blessed  this  union,  eight  of  whom 
are  still  living,  viz. :  Joseph  H.,  a  grain  raerchaut  in  Palmer ;  James 
M.,  Alfred  E.,  and  J.  L.,  farmers  living  near  Palmer,  Robert  A. 
living  in  California,  Elizabeth  E.,  the  wife  of  C.  B.  Denny,  Sarah 
E  ,  now  Mrs.  J.  T.  Anderson,  and  Mary  L.,  the  wife  of  G.  E.  An- 
der.son  ;  John,  Thomas,  Harriet  and  David,  died  at  an  early  age. 
Rebecca  A.  married  B.  M.  Burdick  and  died  in  1880,  and  the 
mother  died  in  1877.  Mr.  Boyd  has  been  a  member  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years,  and  by  his  consistent 
life  has  adorned  his  profession.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  was  a  democrat  to  the  time  that  the  republican 
party  was  organized,  since  which  he  has  supported  that  party.  In 
tiie  first  and  only  lawsuit  he  ever  had  he  employed  Abraham  Lin- 
coln as  his  attorney,  and  of  course  won  his  case.  Mr.  Boyd  has 
lived  to  see  many  changes  in  that  part  of  Christian  county  in  which 
he  resides,  and  has  reached  a  ripe  old  age.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling 
integrity,  and  has  lived  a  quiet,  consistent  life. 


STONINGTON    TOWNSHIP. 


HIS  township  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Mosquito,  east 
by  Macon  county  and  Prairieton  township,  south  by 
May  aud  west  by  Buckhart  township  ;  it  comprises  the 
Congressional  town  14,  range  1  W.,  is  six  miles  square — 
and  contains  a  fine  body  of  land — its  farmers  are  among  the  most 
enterprising  in  the  county.  This  towu.ship  entered  into  one  of  the 
four  original  precincts  formed  on  the  organization  of  the  county.  It 
then  embraced  the  whole  south-western  portion  of  the  county.  And 
when  curtailed  in  its  boundaries,  it  has  continued  to  retain  its  orig- 
inal name.  At  the  first  election  held  August  5,  1839,  Peter  R. 
Ketcham  and  David  Simons  were  elected  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
and  William  L.  Hammer  Constable.  For  the  other  constable  there 
was  a  tie  between  Frederick  Fitch  and  Nicholas  Sanders.  The  lat- 
ter drew  the  prize  by  lot.  The  Judges  of  election  were  Elijah  Pal- 
mer, David  Simons  and  Peter  R.  Ketcham.  As  this  returning 
Board  adjudicated  in  their  own  cases,  it  is  presumable  there  was 
more  honesty  in  "counting"  in  tho.se days  than  now.  The  area  of 
the  precinct  was  then  195  square  miles,  and  cast  48  vtites.  The 
same  territory  at  the  election  in  1876  cast  a  vote  of  2,400.  At  the 
first  election  there  was  not  a  single  vote  cast  in  what  is  now  Rose- 
mond,  Pana  am!  Assumjition,  then  included  in  Stonington  Precinct. 

PIONEER    SETTLERS. 

The  pioueer  settlers  in  Stonington  township,  were  Peter  R.  Ketch- 
am, Christopher  Ketcham,  John  Biggs,  Elijah  Palmer,  Nicholas 
Sanders,  Deacon  Peabody,  Thos.  P.  Chapman,  Samuel  N.  Pea- 
body,  William  S.  Peabody,  Frederick  Fitch,  Allen  B.  Peabody, 
Leonard  G.  Lillie,  Andrew  B.  Chapman  ;  later  came  Asa  Bowman, 
J.  G.  Armstrong.  C.  Tyler  Chapman  came  in  1849.  John  T. 
Slaughter  came  in  1845.  Matilda  Compton,  1840.  W.  S.  Spin- 
gate,  1834. 


The  first  steam  saw  and  grist  mill  was  erected  a  short  distance 
above  "Sandersville, "  in  1842,  by  Leonard  G.  Lillie,  who  operated 
it  sucessfully  for  several  years.  Next  to  the  one  at  Mt.  Auburn  it 
was  the  second  steam  mill  built  in  the  county.  After  a  few  years, 
Mr.  Lillie  emigrated  to  California,  and  the  mill  was  sold  aud  moved 
away. 

The  annual  prairie  fires  were  a  great  annoyance  to  the  early  set- 
tlers. Many  years  ago,  some  emigrant  wagons  passed  where  Ston- 
ington is  now  located,  going  towards  Mt.  Auburn.  The  emigrants  at 
night  camped  in  the  tall  wild  grass  that  grows  so  luxuriantly  in  the 
low  land,  of  that  vast  prairie.  During  the  night  the  prairie  was  set  on 
fire  ;  it  came  sweeping  toward  them  with  almost  the  velocity  of 
the  wind,  and  not  knowing  how  to  avoid  it  they  nearly  all  perish- 
ed in  the  flames.  Had  they  burned  the  grass  for  some  distance 
around  their  camp — they  would  most  probably  have  passed  through 
the  danger  unscathed.  Greeu  B.  Ketcham,  a  citizen  of  Stonington 
township,  was  elected  as  one  of  the  early  Coroners  of  the  county. 
He  could  neither  read  or  write.  There  was  a  time  in  the  country's 
history,  when  this  seemed  to  be  a  necessary  qualification.  A  writ 
was  placed  in  his  hands  to  be  served  on  the  sheriff'.  As  he  could 
not  read  it,  but  was  informed  as  to  the  nature  of  its  contents,  a  wag, 
comprehending  the  situation,  informed  him  that  in  order  to  make  a 
legal  service,  where  the  officers  could  not  read  it,  he  was  to  communi- 
cate the  nature  of  it,  and  at  the  same  time  place  his  hand  on  the 
person  named  in  the  writ.  The  sheriff  humored  the  joke;  both  of- 
ficers had  their  horses  saddled  ;  each  made  for  his  horse,  when 
2.40  time  was  made,  sheriff'  H.  in  the  lead  and  the  Coroner  close  in 
the  rear.  Round  and  round  the  public  square,  at  the  county  seat, 
first  up  one  street  and  down  another.  At  length  the  writ  was  served, 
and  the  green  Coroner  made  for  his  cabin  well  nigh  exhausted. 

The  first  land  entered  in  this  township  as  shown  on  the  records. 
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was  by  James  Ketcham,  January  6,  1836,  the  S.  E.  3  of  the  S.  E. 
h  of  section  34,  40  acres.  Other  entries  were  made  on  the  same  day 
by  Richard  F.  Barrett — S.  "W.  ]  section  35,  160  acres,  S.  E.  1  sec- 
tion 35,  160  acres,  S.  W.  section  36,  160  acres  and  S.  E.  section  36, 
160  acres.  September  27,  1836,  Thomas  H  Hewitt  and  Robert 
Allen,  each  entered  land  on  section  25. 

■'Sandersville"  was  an  old  trading  point  iu  the  south-east  corner 
of  this  township,  on  the  old  county  road  from  Taylorville  to  Mow- 
eaqua.  Goods  were  sold  there  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  by 
Nicholas  Sanders,  John  Catherwood,  Charles  F.  Moody  and  others. 
It  had  a  Post-office,  and  near  by  was  the  <)V\  Baptist  church  and 
the  district  school-house. 

8toxini;tiix  colony. 

A  number  of  New  Englanders  de.siriug  to  emigrate  to  the  west- 
ward, organized  an  association,  in  North  Stoningtou,  Connecticut ; 
and  as  early  as  1836,  sent  out  Rev.  Gideon  B.  Perry  and  Thomas 
H.  Hewitt,  as  special  agents,  to  prospect,  locate  and  enter  a  large 
compact  body  of  land  in  some  desired  portion  of  Illinois.  These 
agents,  after  traveling  over  most  of  the  northern  part  of  the  state, 
came  to  Springfield,  where  they  met  Dr  R.  F.  Barrett  and  Robert 
Allen,  two  prominent  and  well-known  citizens,  and  it  was  there  de- 
termined, to  locate  on  the  west  side  of  Flat  Branch  on  lands  then 
in  Shelby  and  Sangamon  counties.  They  entered  10,000  acres  of 
land,  whK,'h  was  divided,  and  allotted  by  auctiou  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  colony,  in  North  Covington,  Connecticut.  The  names 
of  the  principal  colonists,  who  came  to  the  county,  were  Thomas 
P.  Chapman,  Nicholas  Sanders,  William  S.  Friuk,  Benj.  F.  Chap- 
man, Gideon  Wilbor,  Elijah  Palmer,  Allen  P.  Peabody,  Frederick 
Fitch,  William  S.  Peabody,  Rev.  A.  Ackley,  Elias  S.  Peabody, 
Amos  Peabody,  Thomas  Skiff,  Thomas  Millard,  and  probably  others 
in  1837.  In  the  following  year,  Samuel  Peabody,  Samuel  N.  Pea- 
body, Paris  Pray,  Horace  Jlorgau,  John  D.  Brown,  Deacon  Smith, 
John  P.  Williams,  Andrew  B.  Chapman  and  C.  Tyler  Chapman, 
joined  them. 

The  county,  at  that  time,  was  very  sparsely  settled,  and  the  set- 
tlers lo(jked  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  all  bodies  of  new  comers,  and 
on  none  more  than  those  from  the  New  England  states.  In  1834, 
William  Kinney,  of  Bellville,  then  a  candidate  for  Lieutenant 
Ciovernor,  said  much  in  his  speeches  to  engender  this  sectional 
hate. 

The  arrangements  of  the  colonists  were  projected  on  a  grand 
scale.  It  was  determined  that  a  tract  of  160  acres  of  land  should 
be  appropriated,  before  division,  to  the  founding  of  a  city.  This 
was  done.     The  name  was  to  be  "  Stonington  City." 

The  tract  was  situated  on  the  W.  2  of  S.  E.  \ ,  and  the  E.  i  of 
S.  W.  4,  of  section  25,  T.  14  N.,  R.  1  W.  It  was  surveyed  into 
lots  and  blocks,  and  platted  May  11,  1837,  by  John  B.  Watson, 
surveyor  of  Sangamon  county,  under  the  direction  of  Gideon  B, 
Perry,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  "  Stonington 
colony."  It  contained  a  public  square,  park,  forty-two  blocks  and 
five  hundred  and  four  lots.  The  streets  were  seventy- two  feet  wide, 
with  high-sounding  names. 

This  city  looks  well  on  paper,  and  may  be  seen  in  Book  No.  47, 
page  390  "  Transcribed  Record,"  in  Recorder's  office. 

The  enterprising  colony,  imbued  with  the  laudable  spirit  which 
actuated  their  Puritan  ancestors,  determined  on  having  early  edu- 
cational facilities.  Schools  being  provided  for,  they  procured  the 
passage  of  a  liberal  charter  for  the  founding  of  a  school,  to  be 
known  as  "  Brush  College,"  which  lives  only  in  memory. 

They  also  brought  with  them  the  inherited  love  for  churches  and 
a  preached  gospel.    A  Baptist  church  was  organized  in  1838.     The 


Rev.  Gideon  B.  Berry,  Rev.  Amos,  Dodge,  and  Rev.  P.  Pray 
were  the  pioneer  preachers. 

The  town  had  a  post-office,  but  it  was  subsequently  moved  to  the 
new  town  of  Stonington. 

The  old  hotel  is  now  the  residence  of  N.  B.  Chapman. 

Below  we  add  the  township  officers  : 

Supervisors. — Asa  Bowman,  elected  1806,  re-elected  1867,  and 
continued  in  office  up  to  1874 ;  Joshua  Barrich,  elected  1874 ;  R. 
W.  Covington,  1875,  and  by  re-election  continued  to  hold  the  office 
until  1879  ;  Charles  A.  Peabody,  1880. 

Assr^sori<.—C.  A.  Peabody,  1876,  re-ehltted  1877  and  1878 ;  J. 
H.  Foltz,  1879,  re-elected  1880 

Collectors.— Wm.  E.  Peabody,  elected  1866;  re-elected  1867,  and 
each  year  up  to  1872 ;  John  M.  Spires,  1872  and  1873  ;  B.  F.  Young, 
1874,  and  by  re-election  held  the  office  up  to  1880. 

Town  Clerh.—J.  H.  Meyers,  1876  ;  J.  H.  Foltz,  1877  ;  W.  H. 
Sabin,  1878,  re-elected  1879  and  1880. 

Commissioners  of  Higlnoays. — W.  E.  Peabody,  1876;  J.  H.  Solli- 
day,  1877;  J.  M.  Smith,  1878:  Daniel  Doyle,  1879;  J.  H.  Solli- 
day,  1880. 

Constables. — James  Baughman,  elected  in  1873  ;  Gustavus  Smack, 
1876  ;  B.  L.  Vermillion  and  John  Langdon,  1877. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — James  Ferguson,  elected  1866  ;  N.  B. 
Chapman,  1866 ;  James  Ferguson  resigned,  and  P.  P.  Dough  re- 
moved 1870.  John  W.  Farrow,  1872,  re-elected  1873 ;  James 
Miller,  1873;  Joseph  H.  Foltz  and  James  Ferguson,  1874;  John 
SniitJi,  J.  II.  Meyers,  and  J.  H.  Foltz,  1877. 

STONIXciTOX 

Is  a  small  town  and  station  on  the  Wabash,  St.  Louis  and  Pacific 
railway,  about  nine  miles  north-east  of  Taylorville,  in  the  heart  of  a 
farm  and  stock-growing  country.  At  first  it  was  called  Covington, 
in  honor  of  one  of  its  proprietors.  But  the  removal  of  the  old  Ston- 
ington post-ofiice  from  Sandersville,  carried  the  name  with  it ;  and 
from  the  expressed  wishes  of  many  of  the  older  inhabitants,  the  name 
Stonington  was  substituted  for  that  of  Covington,  by  which  name  it 
has  since  been  known. 

The  town  was  surveyed  and  platted  by  Richard  M.  Puwel,  county 
surveyor,  June  14,  1870,  for  E.  O.  Smith,  of  Decatur,  and  R.  W. 
Covington,  of  Stonington  township.  It  is  located  in  the  north-west 
corner  of  section  twenty-seven  of  this  township. 

The  streets  are  fifty  and  sixty  feet  wide,  and  named  Walnut, 
Main,  Maple,  Pine,  etc. 

The  first  store  was  built  and  opened  by  John  Catherwood,  who 
laid  in  a  general  stock  of  goods. 

The  next  building  was  moved  down  the  railroad  from  about  three 
miles,  by  John  Downey,  in  which  he  kept  a  saloon.  This  was  in 
the  spring  of  1870 

During  the  following  summer,  Hayden  &  Stumpfi"  built  a  shop 
and  began  blacksmithing. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Maple,  Wm.  Slaughter,  John  W.  Slaughter  and  John 
Stumpffalso  built  their  residences  in  1870.  John  W.  Tarrow  built 
a  hotel  in  1870. 

John  W.  Slaughter  erected  a  store-house  and  opened  a  general  stock 
of  goods  in  the  spring  of  1871.  The  town  was  nearly  all  built 
during  1870  and  1871.  It  now  has  a  population  upward  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty. 

The  post-office  was  established  in  1870,  and  John  Catherwood 
was  the  first  post-master.  R.  B.  Temple  and  A.  J.  Palmer  are  the 
succeeding  ones. 

The  school-house  was  built  in  the  fall  of  1874,  bv  directors  R.  W. 
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Covington,  Bcnj.  C'olbrnok  and  Joliii  CatliiTWoml.  It  is  a  ono-story 
frame  building,  and  cost  8700. 

The  M.  E.  Church  was  erected  in  the  .siininier  of  LS74,  by  direc- 
tors James  Ferguson,  J.  B.  Mai)le,  Wm.  Garwood,  Wm  Limer,  C. 
C.  Hice,  K.  W.  Covington  and  Wm.  Wood,  at  a  cost  of  82000. 

The  Catholic  ehiireh  was  built  in  1879.  It  is  a  tine  frame  struc- 
ture with  spire,  and  rost  ufiward  of  S3000. 

The  elevator,  .iwued  by  S.  S.  Spragiie  &  Co.,  was  erected  in  the 
winter  of  l'^7S.  It  is  constructed  for  handling  all  kinds  of  grain, 
and  has  a  capacity  of  2tl,00(t  busliels  small  grain 


There  arc  at  present  in  the  town  : 

riiilxiciaii.<.—D.  W.  Porter,  E.  M.  Alverson. 

(nnira/  Slmr.—X.  J.  Palmer,  J.  W.  Slaughter. 

General  (SVore  and  Druyx. — J.  T.  Bauer. 

(leneral  Store  and  Agricultiiral  Imphmerds. — K.  B.  Temple. 

Barber  Shop,  Cigars  atid  T^lxicco. — Wm.  Flynn. 

BUu-ksmith  Shop.—W.  H.  Leisster,  John  Bciyle. 

Wagaii  and  Carriage  Facturij. — D.  Palmer. 

Bool  and  Shoe  Shop. — J.  Delluge. 

Harness  Maker. — E.  C.  Murphy. 

Hotel. — James  Conover. 
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ASA  BOWMAN. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  farmers  in  Stonington  township  is 
the  subject  of  the  following  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  Ohio,  June  9th,  1818,  and  was  the  sou  of  Samuel  and 
Emily  Bowman,  and  is  of  German  ancestry.  His  grandfather 
emigrated  from  Gernjany  in  au  early  day.  He  first  settled  in 
Virginia,  where  he  married  a  German  wife,  and  subsequently  emi- 
grated into  Kentucky,  and  settled  near  where  Lexiugtou  now  is; 
he  raised  quite  a  large  family,  Mr.  Bowman's  father  being  the 
youngest  sou.  He  remembers  hearing  his  father  tell  how  they,  in 
early  days,  protected  themselves  from  attacks  by  the  Indians,  in 
the  block-house  they  were  compelled  to  erect  for  defence.  Bold 
and  daring  deeds,  as  w-ell  as  hair-breadth  escapes,  were  the  promi- 
nent characteristics  of  those  hardy  pioneers  who  first  emigrated  to 
Kentucky  to  eftect  settlements.  At  that  time  nature  wore  her 
undisputed  livery  of  dark  and  thick  forest-trees,  and  grasses  indige- 
nous to  the  soil,  inhabited  only  by  wild  beasts  and  still  wilder  men. 
It  was  here  on  the  frontier  that  Samuel  Bowman  was  brought  up. 
He  assisted  his  father  to  improve  a  farm.and  made  himself  generally 
useful  until  he  became  of  age,  when  he  started  out  for  himself,  and, 
not  being  satisfied  with  his  native  state,  went  into  Indiana,  where  he 
remained  about  two  years.  He  subsequently  changed  Jiis  location 
to  Ohio,  stopping  near  Lebanon,  in  Warren  county,  where  he  after- 
wards married  !Miss  Emily  Skinner,  a  native  of  Virginia.  Here  he 
improved  a  farm,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  ;  he  rai.sed  a  family 
of  ten  children,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  being  the  eldest.  His 
aged  wife  still  survives  him,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead,  in 
Ohio,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- four  years.  ]\Ir.  Bowman  was 
raised  in  the  above-named  county,  on  a  farm  ;  he  attentled  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  neighborhood,  where  he  received  a  fair  educa- 
tion. From  the  time  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity  until  he 
was  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  taught  school,  and  during  this  time 
conceived  the  idea  to  follow  a  professional  life ;  for  four  or  five 
years  he  read  medical  works,  with  a  determination  to  fit  himself 
for  the  practice,  and  in  1844  he  came  to  Illinois  and  began  the 
study  in  earnest,  under  a  cousin.  Dr.  Daniel  Bowman,  located  near 
Greenfield,  in  Greene  county,  where  he  applied  himself  about  two 
years,  and  in  the  meantime  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Bowman,  November  9th,  1844.      In   184G  Mr.  Bowman  moved  to 


Ottumwa,  Iowa,  where  he  established  (juite  a  lucrative  practice,  and 
bought  two  town  lots,  with  a  residence  thereon,  with  the  intention 
of  making  this  place  his  future  home.  After  two  years'  practicing 
here  lie  became  dissatisfied  with  the  country,  as  his  health  was  fail- 
ing him  rapidly  ;  he  was  not  only  dissatisfied  with  the  country,  but 
also  became  dissatisfied  with  his  chosen  profession,  as  his  constitu- 
tion would  not  bear  the  constant  strain  incident  to  a  doctor's  life, 
being  called  at  all  times  in  the  night,  and  being  compelled  to  go  in 
all  kinds  of  weather.  He  determined  to  return  to  his  native  land 
in  Ohio  ;  he  sold  his  library,  medicines,  and  practice  to  a  Dr.  Rush. 
His  residence  and  some  real  estate  that  he  had  purchased  in  that 
vicinity  could  not  be  realized  upon  at  the  time,  but  were  disposed 
of  in  after  years.  He  returned  to  Warren  county,  C)hio,  in  1848, 
where  he  soon  recovered  his  health,  and  in  1853  he  returned  to 
Greene  county,  Illinois,  where  he  rented  a  farm.  After  putting  in 
a  crop  he  determined  to  find  a  location  in  Illinois  and  make  him- 
self a  permanent  home.  He  went  to  Springfield,  and  after  investi- 
gating the  facilities  of  ditterent  parts  of  the  state,  through  the  laud 
office,  he  made  up  his  mind  to  cast  his  lot  in  the  prairies  of  Chris- 
tian county.  He  had  a  plat  made  of  town  fourteen,  range  one, 
west,  in  this  office,  showing  all  lands  not  entered  in  what  is  now 
Stonington  township.  It  was  in  May,  185.S,  he  came  into  this 
county,  where  he  entered  the  north  half  of  section  twenty-nine. 
He  then  returned  to  Greene  county,  where  he  lived  three  years ; 
then  went  to  ^lorgan  county,  where  he  lived  one  year,  near  Jack- 
sonville, and  in  1857  came  to  Christian  county  to  improve  his  land, 
a  raw  prairie  three  and  a-half  miles  from  timber.  A  great  many 
of  the  older  settlers  thought  Bowman  could  never  make  a  farm  so 
far  out  on  the  prairie,  and  so  addressed  him,  but  his  experience  in 
Iowa,  the  prairie  state,  had  taught  him  that  the  prairie  lands  were 
much  more  preferable  when  once  under  a  state  of  cultivation.  In 
1858  he  turned  the  first  furrow  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides ; 
he  has  near  forty-five  acres  in  orchard,  forty  acres  bearing ;  he  has 
also  put  out  about  ten  acres  of  timber,  making  a  beautiful  grove. 
He  has  in  this  grove  a  great  many  different  varieties  of  timber 
growing:  black  and  white  walnut,  wild-cherry,  white,  green,  and 
blue  ash,  poplar,  linn  or  bass-wood,  dog-wood,  iron-wood,  hard  and 
soft  maple,  red  and  white  elm,  European  larch,  several  kinds  of 
oak  and  hickory,  pecan,  cotton-wood,  willow,  box-elder,  two  kinds 
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of  catalpa,  cedar,  and  several  kinds  of  [liue.  He  has  fifty-four 
chestnut  trees,  prett}-  much  all  bearing ;  he  has  persimmons  bear- 
ing that  he  planted  from  the  seed.  Some  three  miles  north-east  he 
has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  where  he  has  twenty 
acres  of  orchard.  He  is  now  making  fruit-growing  a  specialty, 
shipping  his  apples  mostly  in  the  spring,  thereby  always  realizing 
a  good  price;  he  has  taken  great  pains  with  his  orchards  in  plant- 
ing, selecting  nothing  but  the  best  trees,  and  in  consequence  his 
fruit  is  a  choice  article,  and  always  brings  the  highest  price  in 
market.  Mr.  Bowman  started  farming  the  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  his  first  entry,  but,  by  adding  tract  after  tract,  he 
now  owns,  in  the  vicinity  in  which  he  lives,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres,  mostly  beautiful  farming  land.  We  show  an 
elaborate  engraving  in  another  part  of  this  book  of  scenes  on  his 
farms.  He  is  now  among  the  oldest  settlers  in  Stonington  town- 
ship. In  every  respect  he  is  a  self-made  man,  one  who  has  won  his 
way  to  his  present  position  among  the  wealthy  and  substantial 
farmers  of  Central  Illinois,  by  his  own  industry  and  energy,  and 
the  rising  generation  would  do  well  to  imitate  his  industrious 
example,  if  in  like  manner  they  would  rise  to  positions  among  the 
large  and  thrifty  farmers  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  would  never 
allow  himself  to  go  into  debt,  and  to  this  he  greatly  attributes  his 
success  in  life  ;  his  plan  was  to  realize  on  his  stock,  year  after  year ; 
this  money  he  would  loan,  and  he  can  say  that  he  never  took  more 
than  ten  per  cent,  from  anyone,  although  many  times  he  has  been 
offered  twenty-five  per  cent-  by  good  men,  and  when  he  got  money 
enough  together  he  would  invest  it  in  a  farm.  He  has  aimed  to 
make  his  way  in  the  world  by  industry,  not  by  trickery,  and  by 
the  slow  but  sure  gains  of  patient  labor,  rather  than  by  the  brilliant 
schemes  of  speculation,  by  which  fortunes  are  often  rapidly  amassed, 
and  by  which  they  are  perhaps  as  often  swiftly  lost.  He  has  an 
onl}'  son,  John  A.,  now  living  at  home.  Mr.  Bowman  in  politics 
was  originally  a  whig,  and  then  a  republican,  until  1873,  he  cast 
his  old  party  aside,  and  has  since  been  a  firm  and  unconditional 
greenbacker,  working  for  the  supremacy  of  his  party  and  the  grand 
results  he  believes  it  to  be  its  mission  to  achieve.  In  1876  the  green- 
back party  nominated  him  for  the  Legislature  to  represent  the 
thirty-fourth  district;  he  made  a  very  creditable  canvas,  considering 
the  strength  of  the  party  in  the  district.  When  the  county  went 
into  township  organization  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  township 
in  the  county  board,  a  position  he  held  for  eight  years  ;  for  four 
years  he  was  chairman  of  the  board.  Mrs.  Bowman  is  a  lady  of 
high  social  standing  and  business  tact  so  essential  to  a  mother  and 
wife  in  the  government  of  a  household.  She  takes  a  pleasure  in 
assisting  her  husband  to  dispense  a  generous  hospitality. 


R.  W.  COVINGTON 
W.Y9  born  in  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  July  23,  1822.  He  was 
the  sou  of  William  W.,  and  Loucy  Covingt(jn,  who  was  a  Miss 
Slaughter.  The  Covington  family  have  lived  in  the  vicinity  where 
Mr.  Covington  was  born,  for  several  generations.  His  forefathers 
on  both  sides  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  Coving- 
ton grew  to  manhood  in  that  state,  on  a  farm.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-four  he  went  to  Mississippi,  and  lived  near  Holly  Springs 
for  about  ten  years.  He  then  came  to  Christian  county,  and  set- 
tled in  Stonington  township,  this  being  in  the  year  1857.  He  here 
married  Miss  Martha  V.  Van  Deren,  April  19, 1865 ;  she  is  a  native 
of  Illinois.  They  have  two  children,  William  W.  and  Loucy  May. 
Mr.  Covington's  life  occupation  has  been  that  of  a  farmer  and  stock 
raiser.  He  has  a  fine  farm  of  five  hundred  acres,  lying  north  and 
east  of  the  village  of  Stonington.  lu  politics  he  is  of  the  green- 
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back  persuasion.  lie  was  the  first  assessor  of  the  township,  after  it 
was  organized,  and  filled  the  office  for  four  years.  For  five  years 
he  represented  his  township  in  the  County  Board. 


B.  F.  YOUNG 
Was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  December  22,  1843.  His  father, 
Samuel  Young,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  German  de- 
scent. His  ancestors  settled  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  early  days  of 
that  colony.  When  Samuel  Y'oung  grew  to  manhood  he  married 
a  Miss  Susan  Fouser,  also  of  German  descent.  They  raised  a  fam- 
ily often  children,  five  boys  and  the  same  number  of  girls.  Samuel 
Young  is  now  living  in  Stark  county,  Ohio.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  w'as  raised  on  a  farm  in  that  county  ;  he  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  neighborhood  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age. 
lie  then  entered  the  high  school  of  Greensburg,  Ohio,  where  he 
finished  a  thorough  English  education.  From  the  time  he  arrived 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  until  he  was  twenty-five,  he  followed  clerk- 
ing and  teaching.  August  15,  1867,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sybilla  F.  Schrantz,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Schrantz,  a  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Stonington  township.  ]SIrs.  Young  is  a  native  of 
Stark  county,  Ohio.  They  have  a  family  of  two  sons,  viz.,  Orres 
E.,  and  Clyde  C.  After  Mr.  Young's  marriage  he  began  farming 
in  Stonington  township,  near  where  he  now  lives.  In  politics  he  is 
a  republican,  but  often  for  county  offices  he  votes  for  what  he  con- 
siders the  best  njan,  regardless  of  political  ties.  For  twelve  years 
he  has  been  living  in  Stonington  township  ;  six  years  of  that  time 
he  has  filled  the  office  of  collector  of  his  township.  For  three 
years  he  was  commissioner.  Mr.  Young  teaches  school  every  win- 
ter. He  has  taught  eleven  terms  in  the  state,  and  in  only  three 
diflierent  districts.  He  is  known  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  to  be  an  enterprising  young  man,  and  good  eitizeu. 


SYLVESTER  SCHRANTZ 
W.vs  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  February  28th,  1847.  He  is 
the  sou  of  Ephraim  and  Nancy  Schrantz  ;  he  is  of  Swiss  ancestry ; 
he  was  raised  on  a  farm  and  educated  to  farm  life.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  iu  the  neighborhood  where  he  was  born, 
whereby  he  received  a  good  business  education.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  enlisted  in  the  late  war ;  he  was  in  company  A,  19th 
Ohio,  under  Captain  Firestone,  Col.  Manderson  having  command 
of  the  regiment.  At  the  battle  of  Dallas  he  was  captured,  with 
nineteen  comrades ;  they  were  taken  to  Andersonville  prison,  where 
Mr.  Schrantz  was  detained  six  and  a  half  months ;  he  and  three 
others  were  all  that  survived  out  of  the  nineteen  captured.  When 
he  was  paroled  he  was  iii  such  a  low  condition  that  he  could  not 
walk,  speak  or  hear.  He  was  taken  to  the  Federal  hospital,  where 
he  partially  recovered,  and  then  came  home,  where  he  remained 
five  months;  he  then  returned  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  June  19th,  1865.  In  1866,  he  came 
to  Illinois  and  .settled  in  Christian  county,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  and  followed  the  avocation  of  a  farmer.  He  has  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  his  farm  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation. 
He  takes  pride  in  beautifying  his  home.  The  beauty  of  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  grounds,  and  .  variety  of  trees,  plants  and  shrubs, 
shows  that  the  love  of  the  beautiful  may  exist  in  the  mind  of  the 
most  practical  farmer.  We  show  a  view  of  this  place  iu  another 
part  of  our  work.  This  farm  was  made  from  the  raw  prairie,  since 
1870.  September  loth,  1873,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lovina  Waltz,  a  daughter  of  David  Waltz,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
also  of  Swiss  descent;  they  have  two  children,  a  boj'and  girl,  viz.  : 
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Brace  and  Jessie.  In  politics  Mr.  Schrantz  is  liberal,  and  always 
votes  for  his  man  regardless  of  political  ties.  He  is  known  as  a 
good  citizen  and  an  industrions  young  raan. 


HP]NRY  LIVERGOOD,  (Deceased.) 
Mr.  Livergood,  whose  death  occurred  Nov.  29,  1878,  was  one 
of  the  snbstantial  ftirmers  of  Stonington  township.  He  was  born 
in  York,  Pa.,  in  Ivowcr  Windsor  township,  Oct.  8th,  1825.  His 
father  was  Henry  Livergood,  and  his  mother's  name  before  mar- 
riage, Salome  Ruby.  He  was  the  third  of  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren. When  he  was  a  child  his  father  moved  to  Lancaster  county. 
Pa.,  and  bought  the  mill  known  as  Livergood's  Mill,  two  miles 
from  Lancaster,  on  the  Columbia  pike.  His  father  was  a  man  of 
considerable  wealth,  and  gave  his  children  a  good  education.  Hen- 
ry Livergood  was  principally  raised  in  Lancaster  county.  He 
attended  school  at  Litiz,  Pa.,  and  afterwards  attended  an  academy 
at  Abbeyville.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  but  never  fol- 
lowed it.     When  about  twenty-one  he  left  home  and  opened  up  a 


flour  and  feed  store  in  tlie  city  of  Lancaster.  He  carried  on  a 
wholesale  and  retail  business,  and  had  a  large  trade.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  city  of  Lancaster  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  September, 
1848,  to  Miss  Margaret  Ober,  who  was  born  in  Lancaster,  July  18, 
1825,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Ober.  After  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Livergood  lived  in  Lancaster  one  year.  He  had  been  some- 
what unfortunate  in  his  business  at  Lancaster,  and  so  determined 
to  remove  to  the  west.  Accordingly,  in  the  spring  of  1850  he 
came  to  Sangamon  county,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Pleasant  Plains  on  rented  land.  In  1863  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  prairie  land  in  Stonington  township, 
without  any  improvements.  He  moved  on  this  tract  and  went  to 
improving  it.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  two  hundred 
acres  of  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Livergood  have  eight  children,  all 
living :  Francis  Salome,  wife  of  Richard  Stone  ;  Daniel  Webster, 
Peter,  Henry  O.  (farming  in  Kansas),  Ann  Margaret,  John  Wesley, 
Phebe  C.  and  Edmund.  Mr.  Livergood  was  a  republican  in  poli- 
ties. He  was  a  man  of  industry,  and  was  known  as  an  honest 
and  good  citizen. 


MT.    AUBITBN    TOWNSHIP. 


S  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  Sangamon  river,  east  by  Mosquito, 
south  by  Buckhart,  and  west  by  Sangamon  county.  It 
comprises  in  area  all  that  portion  of  townships  15, 
ranges  2  and  3,  and  town.  16,  range  1,  lying  within  the  boundary 
of  Christian  county.  It  is  well  drained  by  the  Sangamon  river, 
Mosquito  and  Buckhart  creeks,  and  their  tributaries. 

This  was  among  the  early  settled  portions  of  the  county.  The 
Coopers  and  Gigers  entering  it  as  pioneers  in  1820,  other  emigrants 
soon  after  followed,  dotting  the  North  Fork  with  settlements.  Its 
interests  began  to  demand  a  town,  and  Bolivar  was  laid  out  by 
Joseph  Bondurant,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1833,  on  the  S.  E.  (juarter 
of  section  18,  township  15,  range  2  west.  It  contained  eight  blocks 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  lots,  and  for  a  time  bid  fair  to 
become  a  flourishing  village ;  eventually  the  town  languished  and 
died  out  entirely. 

On  the  organization  of  the  count}',  in  dividing  it  into  justice  dis- 
tricts, the  one  on  the  north  part  of  the  county  was  called  the  Third, 
or  "  North  Fork  Precinct,"  and  the  place  selected  for  voting  was  at 
the  house  of  Forgus  Milligan.  It  then  embraced  within  its  boun- 
dary a  large  part  of  Buckhart,  Mt.  Auburn,  Mosquito  and  the 
north  part  of  Stonington  townships. 

EARLY    .SETTLERS. 

Among  the  early  settlers  may  be  mentioned  the  names  of  Eph- 
raim  Cooper  and  Benjamin  Giger,  who  with  their  families  settled 
here  in  1820.  They  were  accompanied  by  John  Cooper  and 
family  and  Mr.  Cooper,  the  father  of  Ephraim  and  John,  and 
Henry  Giger  and  William  Bragg.  All  emigrated  from  Tennessee 
in  the  year  1820,  and   settled  on  the  Buckhart.     These  were  the 


pioneers  and  first  settlers  on  the  North  Fork  ;  they  came  to  this 
county  in  a  keel-boat  by  descending  the  Tennessee  and  Ohio  rivers, 
and  then  ascending  the  Mississipi,  Illinois  and  Sangamon  rivers. 
They  were  industrious  citizens.  Ephraim  Cooper  planted  an  or- 
chard, and  it  was  in  bearing  in  1827.  Benj.  Giger  and  Ephraim 
Cooper  built  the  first  frame  dwelling-houses  in  the  county.  They 
sawed  the  lumber  with  a  whip-saw.  John  Cooper  was  a  Methodist 
preacher  and  also  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  William 
Bragg  lived  for  a  long  time  at  a  place  since  known  as  "Campbell's 
Point."  Miss  Fannie,  a  sister  of  Ephraim  Cooper,  married  George 
Dickinson  in  1828,  and  his  daughter  married  David  Cagle. 

Other  settlers  were:  Martin  Hinkle,  who  came  in  1821  ;  Moses 
Archer,  in  1827  ;  James  Baker,  in  1828.  In  1831  came  Henry 
Davis,  Sr.,  Dial  Davis,  Sr.,  and  John  Davis,  the  father  of  Henry 
and  Dial  Davis,  and  Forgus  Milligan.  The  Wadkins  family  and 
Phillip  and  John  Locker  came  in  1836  ;  Col.  Peter  Porter,  in 
1830,  and  Robert  and  William  Hazlett,  in  1831  ;  Thomas  Elliott, 
in  1834 ;  Isaac  Virden,  the  same  year ;  John  Crumptou,  in  1835. 
In  1836  Overton  Williams,  Henry  S.  Luckett,  John  McKin- 
ne}',  T.  E.  V.  Farris  and  Gustavus  Kilburn.  Then  follows 
William  Robbius,  1838  ;  H.  G.  Lindley,  1839,  and  Samuel  J. 
Sadler. 

Robert  Hazlett  relates  that  William  and  Robert  Hazlett,  Sr., 
came  to  Christian  county  and  settled  on  the  Buckhart,  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  this  precinct,  before  the  "  deep  snow."  He  tells  many 
interesting  incidents  in  connection  with  that  memorable  period. 
He  states  that  his  father  had  a  cotton  gin  and  cleaned  over  3,000 
pounds  of  cotton  a  year.  During  the  winter  of  the  "  deep  snow  " 
the  family  all  lived  in  one  cabin  twenty  feet  square.  They  kept  a 
barrel  of  pickled  pork  in  the  chimney  corner,  outside  of  the  cabin, 
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covered  and  weighted  down  to  protect  it  from  the  wolves  ;  he 
states  that  they  butchered  a  lot  of  hogs  the  day  the  "  deep  snow  "  com- 
menced falling,  and  they  froze  stiff  hanging  on  the  pole  out-doors, 
and  there  they  remained  for  six  weeks;  that  one  desperately  cold 
night,  his  only  cow  became  fresh,  and  to  save  her  and  the  calf, 
they  drove  them  in  the  cabin  and  kept  them  over  night.  They 
had  uo  stable  or  outhouse. 

LAND    ENTRIES. 

Moses  Archer  entered  the  first  tract  of  land  in  the  township — 
the  N.  W.  half  S.  W.  quarter  section  13,  township  15,  range  3 — on 
the  27th  November,  1827, — his  mill  seat.  Ephraim  Cooper  en- 
tered the  N.  W.  half  S.  W.  quarter  section  24,  township  15,  range 
3,  April  4,  1829.  The  I'.  S.  land  survey  was  made  in  July,  1821. 
Benj.  Giger  entered  May  9,  1829,  the  S.  \V.  quarter  of  section  22. 

FIRST    MAKRr.\GE. 

The  first  marriage  within  the  bounds  of  this  township  was  George 
Dickson  to  Francis  Cooper,  a  sister  of  Ephraim  Cooper,  on  the 
13th  of  September,  1823.  The  license  was  issued  by  Charles  K. 
Matheney,  Clerk  of  Sangamon  county,  and  the  marriage  ceremony 
was  performed  by  Rev.  Rivers  McCormick  of  the  !M.  E.  Church. 

Sometimes  in  the  olden  time  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  marriage 
ceremony  performed  even  after  the  license  had  been  procured.  In 
one  of  these  emergencies  Samuel  Lee,  a  member  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court,  "  hitched  up  "  a  couple  in  1824,  and,  it  is 
said,  proved  a  succe.ss. 

SCHOOI-S. 

The  first  school  taught  in  the  new  settlement  was  in  a  rude  cabin 
on  the  farm  east  of  Martin  Hinkle's  place,  in  1831.  The  teacher 
"  boarded  around,"  and  was  considered  well  qualified,  but  had  one 
bad  trait — he  would  occasionally  take  his  dram,  which  at  times 
would  overpower  him,  and  he  would  fall  into  a  profound  sleep.  "  At 
one  time,"  says  our  informant,  '■  when  he  was  asleep,  all  the  scholars 
lefl  the  school-room  and  went  home,  failing  to  close  the  door  after 
them.  A  herd  of  sheep  grazing  on  the  premises  took  shelter  in  the 
school-room,  and  when  the  "master"  awoke  from  his  slumbers,  he 
was  astonished  at  the  character  and  appearance  of  his  pupils. 

MILLS. 

"  Archie's  Mill  "  was  built  at  a  very  early  day,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Sangamon  River.  It  was  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  and  propelled 
by  the  waters  of  that  stream.  It  was  largely  patronized  by  the  sur- 
rounding country  liefore  the  "  deep  snow,"  and  long  after  it  served 
well  its  day.  "  Baker's  Mill  "  was  also  one  of  the  early  mills  lo- 
cated on  the  Sangamon  river,  about  five  miles  above  Archie's 
Mill.  It  was  commenced  by  Dial  Davis,  Sr.,  and  completed  by 
James  Baker.  It  was  noted  at  one  time  for  its  many  proprietors  ; 
it  was  largely  patronized  ;  was  a  saw  and  grist  mill.  After  the 
"  deep  snow  "  in  1831  there  was  a  poor  crop  of  corn.  The  weather 
was  cold,  and  early  frost  seriously  injured  it.  It  is  said  there  was  a 
slight  frost  in  almost  every  month  during  the  season.  Good  "  seed- 
corn  "  in  the  spring  of  1832  was  very  scarce.  It  was  this  same 
spring  that  Capt.  Bougue's  steamboat  ascended  the  Sangamon  river 
to  the  "  Portland  landing."  It  was  principally  freighted  with  corn. 
A  writer  to  the  Sprini/fiekl  Journal,  from  White  Hall,  under  date 
of  October,  1847,  says:  Forty-three  years  ago  there  was  a  frost  on 
the  morning  of  September  12th  that  was  more  .«evere  than  any  that 
we  have  yet  experienced." 

This  date  would  make  it  September  12,  1831,  the  fall  after  the 
deep  snow,  which  was  so  destructive  to  the  corn  crop,  and  the  next 
spring,  1832,  experienced  so  much  difficulty  in  procuring  seed  corn. 
Tlie  steamboat  cargo  helped  to  supply  that  deficiency.     It  was  just 


the  thing  the  country  wanted,  and  the  captain  sold  it  out  for  82.50 
per  bushel.  There  was  a  still  further  demand,  when  the  captain 
advertised  to  make  a  second  trip  with  his  boat,  and  deliver  at  the 
landing  10,000  bushels  in  April  of  that  year,  if  subscribed  for  in 
advance,  but  the  boat  never  returned. 

Supervisors.— Jm-  M.  Hill,  elected  18(j6;  David  Henshie,  1867; 
D.  Davis,  1868;  Victor  Thompson,  1869;  Eli  Porter,  1870,  re- 
elected 1871 ;  J.  M.  Hill,  1872,  re-elected  1873;  J.  M.  Hill,  1874  ; 
M.  V.  Swick,  1875 ;  H.  Bloxam,  1876 ;  John  A.  Hazlett,  1877, 
re-elected  1878  and  '79  ;  D.  T.  Barrett,  1880. 

A-ise.^sors. — Henry  Reiser,  J.  K.  Cawood,  two  terms  ;  J.  S.  Fos- 
ter, L.  N.  Smith,  two  terms  ;  A.  P.  Miller,  Jacob  Cooper,  W.  Mark- 
well,  John  H.  Fawcett,  W.  Y.  Crosthwait,  two  terms,  J.  H.  Meachan. 
J.  P.  Cooper,  1876;  "W.  Y.  Crosthwait,  1877,  re-elected  1878; 
John  Meacham,  1879. 

Co/A'rfore.— Dial  Davis,  1866  ;  Robert  A.  Hazlett,  1867  ;  Richard 
Jones,  1868  ;  J.  C.  Paxton,  1869,  re-elected  1870  ;  John  Cole,  1871  ; 
J.  C.  Paxton,  1872 ;  W.  C.  Sharp,  1873,  re-elected  1874 ;  F.  P. 
Davis,  1875  ;  J.  W.  Hartsock,  1876,  re-elected  1877  ;  S.  N.  Neblock, 
1878;  B.  R.  Parrish,  1S79,  re-elected  1880. 

Town  Clerks. — Hezekiah  Davidson,  Richard  Kimball,  James 
White,  W.  C.  Sharp,  H.  S  Perrish,  O.  Z.  Housley,  prior  to  1876  ; 
O.  Z.  Housley,  1876  ;  A.  L.  Parrish,  1877,  re-elected  1878 ;  O. 
Z.  Housley,  1879. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — James  S.  Milligan,  Wm.  M.  Loxton, 
John  Hazlett,  H.  N.  North,  J.  H.  Lawrence,  Wm.  T.  Baker,  John 
^lontgomery,  Duncan  Lahue,  Thomas  Harris,  W.  H.  Auger,  G.  A. 
Parrish,  Fleming  Prickett,  J.  A.  Hazlett,  1876  ;  John  Montgomery, 
1877  ;  Wm   Augur,  1878  ;  Duncan  Lahue,  1879. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — T.  P.  Kipper,  Asa  Montgomer}',  Wm.  E. 
Pettis,  F.  Heushie,  A.  W.  Broadess,  H.  Bloxam,  P.  P.  Daigh,  John 
H.  Lawrence,  and  P.  P.  Daigh. 

Comtables. — George  Housley,  Martin  V.  Swick,  John  C.  Paxton 
and  James  R.  Foster. 

MT.    AUBURN 

The  following  notes  of  the  editor  of  the  &iit//amuii  Journal,  of 
September  18,  1839,  are  expressive  of  the  status  of  this  section  of 
country  at  that  date.  "  Messrs.  John  Grigg,  J.  V.  Williamson  and 
Augustus  S.  Mitchell,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Cyrus  P.  Smith,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Elias  P.  Bishop,  of  New  Haven,  Ct.,  and  J.  B. 
Augur,  now  a  resident  of  Mt.  Auburn,  are  the  proprietors  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  Dane  county  (late  south-east  part  of  Sangamon  county), 
containing  about  40,000  acres,  15,000  of  which  are  heavily  timbered. 
The  entry  lies  on  and  south  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Sangamon 
river,  and  is,  on  the  north  and  east,  bounded  by  Mosquito  ( or  Silver 
Creek) ;  west  by  Buckhart  Creek, and  south  by  prairie.  It  is  about 
ten  miles  long  and  six  broad.  About  the  centre  of  this  tract  rises  Mt. 
Auburn,  elevated  some  fifty  feet  above  the  surrounding  country. 
This  elevation  is  most  beautiful  and  commands  an  extensive  view, 
overlooking  the  country  for  some  ten  or  fifteen  miles,  and  embracing 
within  the  limits  of  vision  the  towns  of  Allenton,  Stoniugtou,  and 
but  for  an  intervening  skirt  of  timber  Edinburg,  and  part  of  San- 
gamon and  Logan  counties.  The  improvements  in  ]Mt.  Auburn  are 
at  this  time  limited.  It  was  surveyed  and  platted  by  J.  R.  Skinner, 
July  11, 1839  ;  not  a  blow  had  been  struck  for  its  improvement  until 
this  date.  Now  it  has  one  large  store,  one  large  barn,  designed  for 
the  use  of  a  tavern,  and  one  dwelling-house.  Materials  are  now 
collected  for  the  erection  of  a  brick  tavern  house,  which  it  is  in- 
tended will  be  second  to  none  in  the  state,  the  walls  of  which  will 
be  commenced  forthwith.  A  brick  church  (an  evidence  of  the  high 
moral  and  religious  feeling  of  Mr.  Grigg,  as  well  as  his  liberality), 
will  be  erected  in  the  ensuing  spring.      There  are  already  several 
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superior  eastern  mechanics  located  in  the  place,  embracing  joiners, 
carpenters,  blacksmiths,  tailors,  masons,  and  brick-makers.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  licalth  of  the  j)lace,  a  case  of  sickness  has  not 
occurred  among  them.  Mt.  Auburn  is  located  on  Sec.  12,  T.  15, 
Range  2  W.  It  is  twenty  two  miles  from  Springfield  and  twenty 
south-west  of  Decatur.  It  lies  on  the  main  road  from  Springfield 
to  Terre  Haute,  which  is  a  leading  route  for  travelers.  It  is  within 
five  miles  of  the  Xorthern  Cross  railroad,  and  about  eighteen  miles 
from  the  Illinois  Central  railroad.  It  is  expected  that  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad  will  be  completed  from  the  Illinois  river  to  Spring- 
field by  the  1st  of  June,  1840,  which  will  be  within  twenty-two 
miles  of  Mt.  Auburn. 

"Within  a  circuit  of  eight  miles  around  Mt.  Auburn  140  families 
are  located.  The  popidation  recently  arrived  is  mostly  from  the 
New  England  states.  The  old  residents  are  generally  from  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee  and  the  south.  The  tract  of  country  belonging  to 
this  companv,  for  beautv,  fertility  and  health  we  do  not  believe  is 
exceeded  in  any  location  in  the  state.  Tiie  laud  is  gently  and 
agreeablv  undulating,  such  as  any  eastern  man  would  .select  for  a 
farm,  everv  foot  of  which  seems  capable  of  cultivation.  The  soil 
generally  is  equal  to  the  best  portions  of  Sangamon  ;  it  contains  a 
larger  portion  of  sand  than  some  of  our  soils,  and  as  experience 
has  shown,  this  description  of  soil  will  stand  the  drought  uuich 
better  than  heavier  soils,  and  at  the  same  time  is  much  warmer  and 
can  be  improved  earlier  in  the  season.  The  policy  of  the  company 
is  liberal ;  they  wish  to  secure  an  intelligent,  moral  and  industrious 
population.  To  secure  these  results,  they  will  dispose  of  neither 
lands  or  town  lots,  but  to  such  as  will  make  actual  settlements." 

hane  cofXTY,  (now  christian  county), 

"Is  situated  in  a  very  desirable  climate  removed  from  the  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold — in  about  the  latitude  of  Philadelphia.  The 
winters  from  necessity,  are  much  shorter  than  those  of  the  New 
England  states,  and  the  cost  and  labor  of  raising  cattle  is  almost  in- 
comparably less.  All  the  fruits,  vegetables  and  grapes,  which 
flourish  in  the  northern  states,  here  succeed  in  great  perfection  and 
with  far  less  labor,  and  besides  the  country  produces  southern  vege- 
tables to  which  the  farmers  of  the  north  are  strangers.  The  facility 
of  making  farms  upon  our  prairies  is  good.  The  emigrant  can  make 
a  better  farm  in  the  prairie  in  two  or  three  years  time  than  in 
timbered  land  in  fifteen  years.  The  country  in  a  short  period  of 
time  must  become  densely  populated.  The  company  design  to 
erect  a  steam  mill  at  Mt.  Auburn  the  ensuing  spring.  It  will  secure 
the  rapid  improvement  of  the  town.  Tiiere  is  a  saw-mill  within 
four  miles  of  the  town,  on  the  Sangamon  river,  propelled  liy  water 
power,  but  it  is  not  able  to  supply  a  tithe  of  the  demand  for  lumber. 
John  Grigg's  liberality  to  this  town  is  known  and  acknowledged. 
Williamson  is  an  opulent  and  retired  merchant  of  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  Mitchell  is  well  known  as  the  publisher  of  most  of  the  maps  of 
the  day.  Mr.  Bishop  is  a  stock  man,  and  is  making  arrangements 
to  bring  to  this  cnunty  a  valuable  breed  of  foreign  cattle.' 

Fird  Sliam  Mill. — The  first  steam  mill  built  in  the  county  was 
by  John  B.  Augur,  in  Mt.  Auburn,  in  the  summer  of  1840.  The 
■works  were  furni.shed  by  T.  F.  Sccor  &  Co..  of  Philadelphia;  con- 
sisting of  a  steam  engine,  twenty-horse  power,  with  sufficient  boiler 
for  steam  and  mill  gear  for  two  run  of  stones ;  and  for  two  saws- 
together  with  mill  stones,  burr,  bolting  cloth  all  complete,  and  same 
delivered  at  Beardstown,  Illinois,  for  .85300.  Mr.  Augur  was  the 
agent  of  the  Eastern  colony,  settling  in  and  around  Mt.  Auburn. 
None  but  the  saw  mill  and  one  pair  of  burrs,  for  grinding  corn, 
was  ever  put  in  operation.  This  enterprise  measurably  tailed, 
owing  to  the  "  hard  ^times  "  and   depression  in  monetary  matters, 


caused  by  the  financial  panic  of  1837.  The  mill  in  a  year  or  two 
was  sold,  and  the  w(jrks  removed  to  Beardstown. 

The  bounds  of  the  North  Fork  precinct,  were  reduced  from 
time  to  time  in  the  formation  of  new  precincts  ;  but  Mt.  Auburn 
and  Mosquito  townships  remained  together  till  the  adoption  of 
township  organization  in  the  spring  of  1866.  The  places  of  voting 
have  l)een  at  different  points  ;  first  at  Forgus  Milligans,  when  the 
county  was  organized  ;  second,  at  Dr.  Leeds'  place,  now  owned  by 
Daniel  Kiger;  third,  on  P^squire  John  Benson's  farm,  now  owned 
by  Dial  Davis;  fourth,  M.  P.  Goodrich's  old  farm  residence;  fifth, 
Mt.  Auburn  and  sixth  at  Bolivar.  At  the  organization  of  the 
countv,  the  North  Fork  precinct  elected,  August  5th,  1S39,  A.  D. 
Northcutt  and  James  Baker  its  first  justices  of  the  peace,  and  James 
M.  Fletcher  and  Thos.  E.  V.  Farris,  its  first  constables.  The  total 
vote  then  cast  in  the  whole  northern  part  of  the  county  was  about 
IDO.  At  the  presidential  election  in  November,  1876,  embracing 
the  same  territory,  the  total  vote  cast  was  about  1000.  In  Mt. 
Auburn  township,  at  this  same  election,  the  vote  cast  was  379. 

( »n  the  adoption  of  township  organization  in  1866,  the  county 
court  formed  the  Mt.  Auburn  precinct,  by  placing  together  the 
fractional  jiart.s  of  three  townships:  Townships  15-2  ;  15-3;  16-2 
W.  It  is  in  triangular  form,  nine  miles  long  by  seven  wide  at 
its  widest  point,  rendered  fractional  by  the  meanderings  of  the  San- 
gamon river.  It  embraces  an  area  of  44  square  miles.  At  the 
first  election  held  under  township  organization,  April  3d,  1866, 
John  M.  Hill  was  chosen  its  first  sujiervisor ;  Asa  Montgomery  and 
Charles  Cole,  justices  of  the  peace. 

The  cholera  prevailed  alarmingly  at  Mt.  Auburn  in  1852.  Forty 
victims  were  carried  off  by  this  dreadful  scourge.  Among  them 
was  the  wife  of  Esquire  Knight,  and  daughter  of  the  old  pioneer, 
Mylo  Skinner,  late  of  Greenwood  township.  Dr.  Tupper,  one  of 
the  old  pioneer  settlers  of  Mt.  Auburn  township,  lost  his  life  whilst 
sitting  on  the  end  of  a  Hour  barrel ;  the  wagon  on  going  off  from  a 
bridge  dropped  suddenly,  and  he  was  precipitated  under  the 
wheels  and  killed. 

Old  Martin  Hinkle,  at  a  very  early  day,  sold  whisky.  It  is  re- 
lated of  him  that  he  could  neither  read  nor  write,  but  kept  his 
accounts  on  the  wall.  It  was  at  that  period  customary  for  candi- 
dates to  treat  before  elections  ;  some  would  deposit  some  money  for 
that  purpose,  others  n<it.  It  made  no  difference  ;  he  always  opened 
an  account,  with  each  candidate  as  his  friends  called  for  a  drink, 
by  having  his  name  legibly  written  high  upon  the  wall,  and  under 
this  he  kept  a  kind  of  tally  list  with  chalk.  As  he  doled  out  a 
glass  he  would  chalk  one.  His  ledger  was  large ;  and  you  could 
find  the  name  of  every  prominent  man  in  the  count)',  whether 
candidate,  teacher  or  preacher,  for  years  afterwards  on  the  walls. 
He  never  balanced  his  ledger  ;  the  account  always  stood  unpaid. 

Earlij  I'reachern. — The  first  sermons  preached  in  this  township 
were  by  Aaron  Vandeveer  and  William  Crow,  Baptist  ministers,  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Hancock  in  the  year  1831. 

Fir-it  School. — Was  taught  in  the  township  by  Patrick  0  Bryan. 

Fird  Birth. — The  first  child  was  born  in  October,  1830,  the  son 
of  William  George;  he  was  christened  George  William  George. 

Vn.I.AliE  OK    .MX.    AUBfRN    (rAETIAL    RECAriTULATIONJ, 

Was  laid  out  by  John  B.  Augur,  John  Grigg,  I.  V.  Williamson, 
Cyrus  P.  Smith,  Elias  B.  Bishop  and  Augustus  Mitchell.  The 
above  were  the  original  proprietors.  The  location  of  the  town  is 
section  12;  township,  15-2;  T.  R.  Skinner,  county  surveyor,  of 
Logan  county,  made  the  survev.  The  chain  carriers  were  William 
Robius,  Richard  Simkins  and  Jackson  Caywood. 

The  first  store  was  kept  by  John   B.  Augur,  in  the  year   1839. 
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The  same  fall  he  sold  out  to  the  firm  of  Camp,  Bradish  &  Co. 
William  Phillips  was  the  pioneer  blacksmith  in  1840.  The  first 
resident  physician  was  Dr.  J.  Hughes.  In  February,  1857,  two 
tiers  of  blocks  were  vacated  on  the  north  and  south,  and  one  tier 
of  blocks  on  the  east  and  west  side. 

The  first  buildings  erected  were  by  the  founders  of  the  town  in 
1839  ;  store-house,  dwelling-house  and  hotel ;  the  hotel  was  a  brick 
building  2^  stories  high.  It  was  never  completed  and  was  taken 
down  in  the  year  1876. 

Thomas  Marr  kept  hotel  here  in  1840  and  1841  ;  the  next  two 
years  the  building  was  occupied  as  a  residence,  by  Warner  and 
Gates,  who  operated  the  first  mill  here  in  184"2,  as  before  stated  ;  the 
mill  was  afterwards  sold  and  moved  to  Beardstown. 

The  first  sermon  preached  in  the  village,  was  by  Rev.  Dresser, 
now  a  resident  of  .Springfield.  The  post-office  was  established  iu 
1839,  and  John  B.  Augur  was  the  first  post-master. 

Fresent  Busine<<s  Houses. — General  dry-goods  store,  by  Richard 
Kimball ;  groceries  and  drugs,  by  Dial  Davis  &  Son ;  groceries  and 
drugs,  by  H.  D.  Parker.    Jlr.  Parker  is  also  post-master. 

Cabinet  Maker  and  Undertaker,  ^zekiel  Sargeant. 

Blxicksiiniths,  Jacob  M.  Wise,  John  Sargeant. 

Carriage  and  Wagon  Maker — E.  R.  ilooney. 

Wagon  Maker — D.  Everet. 

Hotel,  kept  by  William  F.  Milligan. 

Painter — A.  S.  Parrish. 

Harness  and  Shoe  Maker — J.  R.  Vanderbelt. 

Phydcians — Henry  Bloxam,  J.  H.  Lawrence,  A.  Conel,  J.  B. 
Matthew,  O.  C.  Reynolds.  In  1860  the  M.  E.  church  was  built; 
it  is  quite  a  comfortable  house  34x40  feet.  In  1869  the  Christian 
church  was  erected  ;  it  is  36x48  feet  in  size.  The  present  school- 
house  was  built  in  1861.     There  are  also  two  saloons  in  the  place. 

Believing  that  it  would  be  of  interest  to  our  readers,  we  subjoin 
the  changes  in  business  that  have  taken  place  in  Mt.  Auburn.  The 
third  store  was  kept  b}-  John  S.  Foster ;  it  was  a  general  store. 
He  began  business  in  1847,  and  two  years  later  sold  out  to  Henry 
Davis,  who  carried  on  the  business  about  one  year.  He  sold  the 
establishment  to  P.  N.  Hooper,  and  V.  D.  Emert.  About  three 
months  after  Hooper  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner,  and  Emert  con- 
tinued by  himself  only  about  three  months  and  then  quit  business. 
In  1851  P.  B.  Night  &  Co.  started  a  general  dry  goods  and  grocery 
store ;  two  years  after  sold  out  to  John  S.  Foster,  and  in  1854  Mr. 
Foster  sold  to  M.  Stafford  &  Co.  ;  they  continued  the  business  until 
1857,  when  they  were  succeeded  by  C.  E.  Bosworth,  who  continued 
until  1859.  In  1854  P.  B.  Night  opened  a  dry-goods  and  grocery 
store,  and  in  1856  sold  to  John  Cole,  who  turned  the  stock  into 
clothing,  and  abuut  six  months  afterward  consolidated  his  stock 
with  C.  E.  Bosworth. 

John  B.  Zaring  built  a  store-house  in  the  fall  of  1857,  and  starte<l 
a  general  store,  and  continued  in  business  until  some  time  in  1858  ; 
then  sold  to  Robert  H.  Fowkes,  who  continued  about  six  months. 
The  store  afterward  occupied  by  D.  Davis  &  Son  was  built  by  M. 
P.  Goodrich,  in  the  year  18.56,  who  carried  on  a  general  dry-goods 
business  until  1859,  when  he  sold  to  B.  R.  Parrish,  who  continued 
in  business  until  1860.  Benjamin  Ellis  started  a  general  store  in 
1862,  and  continued  until  1867.  On  March  26,  1859,  51.  Stafford 
opened  a  store  and  continued  in  business  until  Feb.  19th,  1866, 
when  he  sold  out  to  John  Jones,  who  continued   until  April,  1867. 

Present  officers,  J.  G.  Harvey,  W.  M.,  H.  C  Shanafelt,  S.  W.- 
Ira Lindsley,  J.  W  ,  F.  M.  Thomas,  Treas.,  O.  Z.  Housley,  Sec, 
P.  P.  Daigh,  S.  D.,  G.  L.  Daigh,  J.  D  ,  J.  K.  Porter,  Chaplain, 
J.  S.  Richards,  Tyler. 

Present  membership  37.     Lodge  owns  half  the  hall. 


M.  Staflford  began  business  again  in  March,  1869,  and  continued 
until  the  first  of  January,  1873,  when  he  sold  to  R.  Kimball,  who 
carried  on  the  business  until  the  spring  of  1878,  since  which  time 
Mr  Kimball  has  conducted  the  business  for  J.  R.  Race,  of  Decatur. 
Davis  and  White  opened  a  drug  and  grocery  store  in  November, 
1872,  and  were  burned  out  February  14th,  1873.  During  the 
years  1871-72  Dr.  Lawrence  carried  on  a  drug  store  From  '68 
to  '70  Messrs.  Cook  and  Thompson  carried  on  a  general  dry-goods 
store.  On  the  6th  of  November,  1873,  Davis  and  Bloxam  started 
a  drug  and  grocery  store.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1875,  Bloxam 
retired  from  business,  and  in  March,  1877,  Davis  sold  out  to  Dr.  J. 
B.  Matthew,  who  occupied  it  until  July,  1878,  since  which  time  the 
store  has  been  carried  on  by  D.  Davis  it  Sou.  In  1863  Dr  Conel 
opened  a  drug  store  and  continued  in  business  until  1S76,  at  which 
time  he  sold  out  to  H.  D.  Parker. 

GKOVE   CITY. 

The  village  of  Grove  City  is  situated  on  section  34,  township  15, 
range  2.  It  is  located  in  the  midst  of  a  rich  agricultural  district, 
and  among  an  enterprising  and  thrifty  class  of  people.  It  is  about 
ten  miles  and  a  half  due  north  of  Taylorville. 

The  first  house  was  erected  by  E.  N.  Hogland  in  1858;  it  was 
a  frame  building.  F.  H.  Henshie  opened  and  kept  the  first  store. 
The  first  Blacksmith  shop  was  built  and  operated  by  A.  Henshie. 
The  first  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  B.  F.  Hungerford,  in  the 
year  1865.  The  first  school  was  taught,  in  1876,  by  Sylvester  Pat- 
terson. The  first  physician  was  Dr.  H.  J.  Grismer,  who  located 
here  in  1864.  A  post-office  was  established  here  in  1862,  F.  H. 
Henshie  post-master.  The  present  school-house  was  erected  in  1876. 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  built  in  1866. 

PRESENT    BUSINESS    HOUSES. 

Dry  Goods  Store. — Owned  by  R.  Little,  of  Decatur,  and  man- 
aged by  H.  C.  Shanafelt. 

Drug  and  Grocery  Store. — J.  G.  Harvev  A  Co. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Store. — John  Engle. 

The  B/arksmiths  are  A.  Flock,  and  M.  Collins. 

Harneas  Maker.  -  F.  M.  Thomas. 

Wagon  Maker  and  Undertaker. — S.  J.  Snyder. 

House  and  Sign  Painter. — Rufus  Hou.sley. 

The  Physicians  are  Dr.  W.  H.  Vermilion  and  Dr.  J.  G.  Harvey. 

The  resident  Methodist  minister  is  Rev.  R.  L.  Robinson. 

The  Benevolent  Societies  are  as  follows : — 

Grore  City  Lodge,  Xo.  275,  /.  0.  0.  F.,  was  instituted  May  3, 
1872.  The  charter  members  were  John  Cole,  Eli  Porter,  John  C. 
Paxton,  Henry  Kirk,  J.  M.  Milligan,  Wm.  E.  Fetters,  J.  H.  Law- 
rance,  Henry  Bloxam,  J.  W^.  Johnson. 

First  officers,  J.  C.  Paxton,  N.  G.,  Eli  Porter,  Y.  G.,  Henry 
Bloxam,  Sec,  Henry  Kirk,  Treas. 

Present  officers,  R.  W.  Bowman,  N.  G.,  X.  T.  Houston,  V.  G., 
J.  H.  Davis,  R.  S.,  J.  C.  Paxton,  P.  S.,  H.  C.  Shanafelt,  Treas. 
Present  membership  is  34.     The  lodge  owns  half  of  the  hall. 

Fisher  Lodge,  JVb.  585,  A.  F.  <1-  A-  M.  Dispensation  granted 
Nov.  15,  1867.  The  charter  members  were  R.  A.  Hazlett,  A.  D. 
Bond.  John  Hazlett,  J.  A.  Short,  Eli  Porter,  J.  G.  Porter,  L  Smith 
J.  W.  Davidson,  Wm.  Daigh. 

First  officers,  J.  G.  Harvey,  W.  51.,  E.  P.  May,  S.  W.,  John 
Hazlett,  J.  W.,  R.  A.  Hazlett,  Treas.,  L.  Smith,  Sec,  J.  W.  David- 
son, S.  D.,  J.  A.  Short,  J.  D.,  H.  N.  North,  Tyler. 

BOLIVIA    POST    OFFICE. 

Is  situated  on  section  18,  Tp.  15,  range  2.  The  route  was  established 
on  March  4th,  1878,  and  the  first  mail  was  received  December  13, 
1879.     F.  Prickett  is  postmaster,  and  W.  T.  Baker  deputy  P.  M. 


ijioe;rvArji  UAL  sketches. 


Among  the  lu-omiuent  <Ai\  citizens  uf  Christian  county,  may  be 
mentioned  tlio  name  that  heads  this  sketch,  lie  was  born  in  Bour- 
bon county,  Kentucky,  June  29th,  1828.  His  father,  James  Baker, 
emigrated  to  Illinois  when  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a  babe. 
He  was  also  a  native  of  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky,  and  was  the 
tenth  white  child  born  in  that  county.  His  father,  Isaac  Baker, 
was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  participated  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  was  of  German  descent,  and  emigrated  from  ^Maryland 
to  Kentucky  soon  after  the  close  of  the  above  war.  He  there  mar- 
ried Miss  I'eggy  Waddle  They  raised  a  family  of  twelve  children, 
nine  sons  and  three  daughters.  In  1828  he  emigrated  to  Illinois 
with  his  family  and  settlccl  in  Sangamon  county.  Six  of  his  sons 
were  married  and  had  families.  He  and  four  of  his  sons  settled  in 
the  above  named  county  in  1828,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six  years.  His  wife  preceded  him  about 
six  years,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  Her  death  was  the  first  in  the 
family  after  their  marriage,  and  at  this  time  her  youngest  child  was 
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fifty-four  years  of  age.  At  the  time  of  Isaac  Baker's  death,  he  had 
one  hundred  and  sixty-three  children,  grand-children  and  great- 
grand-childreu.  He  fidlowed  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  lived  a 
quiet  and  unostentatious  life  ;  made  himself  a  good,  comfortable 
home,  and  lived  a  much  respected  citizen.  His  son  James  settled 
in  what  is  now  Christian  county,  before  it  was  organized,  and  when 
it  was  cut  oft"  from  .^angamon  the  division  made  him  a  citizen  of 
Christian  county.  He  was  married  in  Kentucky,  before  coming  to 
Illinois,  to  a  Miss  Nancy  Squires.  They  had  seven  children  born 
to  them  in  Kentuck)-,  and  two  in  Illinois.  For  a  number  of  years 
James  Baker  served  as  constable,  while  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Sangamon.  At  the  first  election  held  in  Christian  county,  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace,  an  office  he  held  for  eight  years.  He 
built  a  water  mill  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Sangamon  river  in 
1835.  It  was  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  familiarly  known  as  "Baker's 
Mill." 

He  took  a  great  interest  in  all  agricultural  movements.     He 
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was  one  of  the  foremost  exhibitors  of  stock  at  the  county  fairs. 
He  was  au  old  line  whig,  and  usually  took  an  active  part  in  the 
elections.  He  was  an  energetic  and  industrious  farmer,  and  did 
everything  in  his  power  to  further  the  development  of  his  county. 
He  died  on  the  place  he  improved,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  on  the 
14th  of  February,  1S69.  His  wife's  death  occurred  three  years 
afterward,  at  the  same  age.  W.  F.  Baker  was  here  brought  up. 
He  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  and  at  the  mill  during  his 
minority.  At  the  age  of  twenty-.six  he  went  to  California  overland, 
and  returned  the  same  way,  after  four  years.  While  iu  California 
he  carried  on  a  hotel  and  livery  stable.  He  returned  to  Illinois, 
and  after  two  years  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  .'^arah  E. 
Green.  She  was  a  native  of  Ohio.  They  have  a  family  of  four 
children,  two  bo^-s  and  two  girls,  viz. :  John  8.,  Fannie  Winneford, 
Lillie  Ann  and  Henry  Turley.  Aftir  ISlr.  Bakers  marriage,  he 
began  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Mt.  Auburn  township,  where  he 
now  resides.  He  has  also  been  engaged  in  shipping  stock  nearly 
twenty  years.  He  takes  quite  an  interest  in  the  agricultural  society 
of  the  county,  as  his  father  did  before  him,  and  for  seventeen  years 
he  has  been  represented  in  the  stock  ring  as  a  prominent  exhibitor. 
At  one  time  he  had  twenty-one  head  of  stock  on  exhibition  and 
carried  away  twenty-three  premiums.  He  takes  a  pride  in  fine 
horses,  and  knows  one  when  he  sees  it.  During  his  younger  days, 
when  the  country  was  new  and  game  plenty,  he  took  delight  in 
hunting.  He  would  often  kill  four  or  five  deer  in  one  day  with  his 
rifle,  and  on  one  occasion  he  killed  twenty  deer  in  a  single  day, 
under  the  following  circumstances:  There  came  a  heavy  rain  upon 
a  snow,  and  it  froze,  making  the  whole  country  a  sheet  of  ice,  and, 
upon  horse-back,  with  a  hickory  club  in  hand,  it  was  no  trouble  to 
slay  the  deer,  which  were  wholly  at  the  hunters'  mercy. 

When  Mr.  Baker  started  out  in  life,  he  was  unaided.  All  he 
possessed  were  two  willing  hands  and  a  good  constitution.  He  has 
made  all  he  owns  by  industrious  toil  and  fair  dealing.  He  is  now 
Notary  Public.  Politically  he  is  a  firm  and  uncompromising  re 
publican.  He  voted  that  ticket  in  North  Fork  precinct,  when  it 
comprised  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  and  polled  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  votes,  seven  hundred  and  forty  democrats  and 
four  republicans.  The  other  three  republicans  were  his  father, 
George  Housley  and  W^.  Y.  Crosthwait.  Such  is  the  outline  of  an 
industrious  and  practical  farmer  of  Christian  county. 


HENRY  BLOXAM,  M.  D., 

Was  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  17,  18o].  He 
was  the  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Ann  Bloxam.  Henry  Bloxam 
was  a  native  Englishman,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  about  1825. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  education  and  good  business  qualifications. 
Upon  his  landing  in  America,  he  immediately  found  employment 
in  the  old  established  book  firm  of  Grigg  &  Elliott;  for  fourteen 
years  he  was  their  book-keeper,  and  had  charge  of  the  entire  busi- 
ness. He  then  met  and  married  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Ann  Horwath, 
October  7,  1828;  she  was  a  native  of  New  Jersc}'.  Mr.  Bloxara 
there  raised  his  fiimily  of  five  children,  the  doctor  being  the  second, 
and  now  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family.  His  father,  as 
above  stated,  had  a  good  position  in  Philadelphia,  and  saved  money, 
and,  being  desirous  to  invest  it  in  some  paying  business,  came 
west  in  1839,  and  started  a  general  store  in  Mt.  Auburn,  under  the 
name  of  Camp,  Braddish  &  Co.  He  then  returned  to  Philadelphia. 
Camp  and  Braddish  were  to  carry  on  the  business,  and  receive  part 
of  the  profits.  After  two  years  Mr.  Bloxam  found  it  was  not  a 
paying  investment,  and  from  reports  that  the  firm  was  not  in  a  good 


condition,  financially,  he  so  informed  his  employees,  and  told  them 
also,  that  he  wiiuld  be  comjielled  to  resign  his  position,  to  look 
after  his  affairs  in  the  west,  and  that  he  intended  to  make  the  west 
his  future  home.  Mr.  Bloxam  had  been  a  good  and  faithful  man 
to  them  and  as  much  as  they  disliked  to  part  with  him,  they  told 
him  that  if  it  was  his  desire  to  go  west,  they  wished  him  well, 
and  further,  in  token  of  their  friendship,  they  presented  him  a 
deed  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  in  one  body,  lying 
iu  what  is  now  Buckhart  township.  So  in  1841,  he  came  to  Mt. 
Auburn  the  second  time,  and  brought  out  his  family.  His  expec- 
tations were  fully  realized.  When  he  arrived  at  Ml.  Auburn  he 
soon  found  that  he  had  been  victimized  to  the  amount  of  two 
thousand  dollars.  He  closed  out  the  entire  business,  and  turned 
over  the  entire  stock  of  goods  on  hand,  to  the  creditors  of  the  firm. 
He  then  began  the  life  of  a  farmer,  an  entirely  new  business  to  him. 
The  land  that  had  been  presented  to  him,  lay  at  the  head  of  Buck- 
hart  Grove.  He  improved  part  of  this  section,  and  for  many  years 
it  was  known  as  the  Bloxam  farm.  Mr.  Bloxam  lived  upon  this 
place  until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  18,  1844.  He  was  a 
man  of  the  most  straightforward  rectitude  in  business,  and  his 
honesty  was  never  doubted.  His  wife  survived  him  ten  years. 
She  died  in  Springfield,  August  6, 1854.  The  subject  of  our  sketch 
began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Leeds,  of  Mechanicsburg,  Illi- 
nois, iu  the  fall  of  184G.  He  studied  under  the  doctor  for  five 
years,  and  then  began  the  practice  in  Mt  Auburn,  and  for  nearly 
thirty  years  he  has  attended  the  sick,  with  success,  iu  that  vicinit}-. 
In  1857  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
in  1862.  Since  his  residence  in  Mt.  Auburn,  he  has  held  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  about  eighteen  years,  and  was  acting 
deputy  sheriff  for  some  time,  under  Sherifi'  Goodrich.  February 
V2,  1844,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  T.  Parrish,  a 
resident  of  I\It.  Auburn,  'i  hey  have  a  family  of  five  children,  viz; 
Lucy  E.,  now  the  wile  of  Cieorge  E.  Thaxton,  living  near  Mt. 
Auburn,  William  G,  Edwin  G,  Arthur  iNIcLean,  and  Charles  J. 
In  politics  the  doctor  is  a  democrat.  He  represented  his  township 
iu  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  for  one  term ;  and  during  his  profes- 
sional connection  with  the  people  of  Christian  county,  he  has  won 
confidence,  as  well  for  his  good  qualities  as  a  citizen  and  an  enter- 
prising member  of  the  community,  as  for  his  services  and  attain- 
ments as  a  physician. 


J.  B.  MATTHEW,  M  D., 
A  PROMIKENT  physician  of  Christian  county,  was  born  near  where 
Palmer  now  stands,  Blarcli  2,  1850.  He  was  the  son  of  Oscar  F. 
and  Margaret  Matthew.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and 
his  mother  of  Indiana.  Simon  Matthew,  the  grandfather  of  J.  B. 
Matthew,  emigrated  with  his  family  to  Sangamon  county,  Ills,  as 
early  as  1833,  where  he  improved  a  farm  in  what  is  now  (^otton 
Hill  township,  and  lived  there  until  his  death.  He  was  known  as 
a  careful  and  industrious  farmer,  a  i)lain  and  unassuming  man  and 
a  good  citizen.  Oscar  Matthew  was  about  twelve  years  of  age 
when  his  father  moved  into  Sangamon  county.  He  grew  to  man- 
hood in  this  county,  and  there  met  Margaret  Britton,  who  after- 
ward became  his  wife,  in  1845.  They  lived  in  Sangamon  county 
until  December  5,  1849,  when  they  moved  to  Christian  county,  and 
settled  near  where  Palmer  is,  where  he  improved  a  farm  and  lived 
several  years,  subsequently  moving  back  to  Cotton  Hill  township, 
Sangamon  county,  Ills.,  where  he  now  lives.  His  life  occupation 
has  been  that  of  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He  raised  a  family  of 
six  children,  of  whom  the  doctor  is  the  second.  His  elder  brother, 
the  Rev.  W.  S.  Matthew,  is  a  prominent  minister  in  the  city  of 
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Spriii.L'lifUl,  111.,  iinw  huviu:,:   cliarLa'  u{  the   'SI    E.  Church   of  ihut 
phu'c. 

The  doctor  \va-  rai-nl  i>\\  a  lanii,  and  atleniliMl  tho  coinmnii 
sclumls  of  the  ii.'i-hhnrhood,  whcr.liy  lie  ror.^ivc.l  u  lair  ediii-atioii. 
At  the  a"-e  of  eiijlilceii,  he  wa-  iniitrd  in  marriage  to  Miss  Amanda 
E.  Lawley,  daughter  of  William  1!.  l.awlev,  an  old  resident  of 
Sangamon  county.  They  have  one  child,  Charles  E.  The  doctor, 
after  hi.-;  marriage,  returned  to  ( 'hri-ti-m  enunty,  near  J[ai)lc  Grove, 
where  lie  followed  fanning  for  two  years.  Although  raised  on  a 
fiirm,  lie  never  liked  the  business,  and  thinking  he  was  better  in- 
tended for  some  professional  business,  he  moveil  to  Taylorville  and 
began  the  study  of  medieine  under  Drs.  J.  II.  and  L  II.  Claik, 
two  prominent  i)raetitiiMicrs  of  tliat  ]daee.  He  renuiined  with 
them  about  three  years,  after  which  he  atten(Ud  the  American 
Medical  Cidleg.'  of' .'-It.  Louis,  where  he  gra.luate.l  Jlay  12,  187'). 
lie  immediately  br-ui  the  praelic.'  ol'  his  chosm  professhui  in  the 
village  of  .Mt.  Auluirn,  and  has  so  coulinu.'d  up  to  the  present 
time  with  agreeable  success.  I'or  a  time  he  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Mt.  Auhiirn,  but  his  a<lventure  proved  un- 
successful. His  intention  in  the  future  is  t:i  give  liis  entire  atten- 
tion to  his  i)rofession.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  He  is  a  gen- 
tleman, po])ular  for  his  genial  (jualities,  and  has  an  excellent  stand- 
ing ius  a  ])hvsieian,  and  is,  as  yet  a  young  man  full  of  vigor.  He 
will  undoubtedly  add  greater  laurels  to  his  reputation. 


P.  COOPER 

Was  the  son  of  John  and  Susannah  Cooper ;  he  was  born  in  Sangam- 
on county,  Illinois,  June  21),  1826.  John  Coipsr  was  a  native  of 
South  Carolina  ;  his  fathers  name  was  also  John,  and  he  was  a  native 
of  the  Caridinas  Jlr.  Cooper's  ancestry  have  lived  in  America  for 
tevcral  generations.  John  Cooper,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  in  1772.  He  was  married 
there,  and  seven  of  his  children  were  born  in  that  state.  He  moved 
with  his  family  to  Jeti'ersou  county,  Tennessee,  in  1820.  Some  of 
his  clilldren  continued  their  western  march  in  the  same  year,  and 
settled  in  Sangaujon  county,  Illinois.  He  lived  in  Tennessee  two 
years,  and  then  with  the  remaining  members  of  his  family  came  to 
Sangamon  county,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Cooper  township. 
John  Cooper,  the  lather  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  born  June 
3,  1794,  and  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Tennes.see,  where  he  was 
nuirried  to  Susannah  Peyton.  By  this  union  they  had  one  child 
when  Mrs.  Cooper  died.  Jlr.  Cooper  was  again  married  to  Miss 
Susannah  (iigir.  They  had  two  children  born  to  them  in  Tennessee 
ami  moved  to  Sangamon  county,  as  stat<'d  above  in  18l'((,  and  settled 
near  where  Roidicslcr  now  stands,  ami  one  viar  later  moved  to 
wh.-il  is  now  Cooper  township.  They  had  nine  children  born  to  them 
in  Sangamon  county,  of  whom  the  subject  ol'our  sketch  was  the  fifth. 
John  Cooper  ibr  several  years  was  a  ne  inbcr  of  the  Sangamon  coun- 
ty Board,  and  filled  the  office  of  Jn.stice  of  the  Peace  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  was  a  mendjer  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  local 
minister  ;  he  devoted  a  great  part  of  his  declining  years  in  preaching 
the  Gospel.  He  .-olcmnizcil  tlic  niari'iages  of  many  couples  among 
the  early  .settlers,  and  when  the  township  organization  was  effected, 
his  name  was  given  to  the  township  in  which  lu'  livcil,  as  a  mark  of 
respect  to  bis  memory.  He  lived  the  life  of  a  good  and  wortliv  cit- 
izen, and  died  January,  ISCO,  in  the  full  hope  of  a  bdt.r  land. 
Mr.  P.  Co(jper  has  descended  from  a  long  line  of  tarnjcrs,  and  was 
edueateil  to  that  avocation.  He  rcccivcil  a  common  schocd  educa- 
tion such  as  the  schocds  of  hisday  ali;.rdc,l.  He  married  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth Firey  November  10,  1848.     She  was  a  native  of  Washington 


countv,  Maryland,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Firey,  who  was  a 
resident  farmer  of  Christian  county.  They  have  been  blessed  with 
a  familv  of  fair  children,  John  H,  Jacob  P.,  Mary  E.  now  the  wife 
of  A.  Smith,  a  resident  of  Mt.  Auburn  township  and  Laura  15. 
Ilis  sons  and  his  youngar  daughter  are  still  beneath  the  parental 
roof  After  Mr.  Cooper's  marriage  he  left  his  native  county  and 
settled  in  Mt.  Auburn  township.  Christian  county,  where  he  now 
resides.  Mr.  Cooper  has  a  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  fifly- 
three  acres,  and  one  of  the  finest  farm  residences  in  the  couuty,  a 
view  of  wdiich  can  be  seen  in  another  part  of  this  work.  In  politics 
he  is  a  democrat ;  religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  He  is  quiet  and  unassuming  in  his  manners,  char- 
itable where  there  exists  any  just  cause,  and  dispenses  a  liberal  hos- 
i)italitv  with  the  case  and  grace  of  the  (dden  time. 


WILLIAM  Y.  CROSTaWAIT 

Was  born  in  Ti-igg  county,  Ky.,  March  22d,  182G.  His  father, 
Samuel  T.  CroSthwait,  w.ag  a  native  of  Maury  county,  Tennessee, 
and  of  Irish  descent.  He  here  grew  to  manhood  upon  a  form.  He 
attended  the  schools  of  Columbia,  whereby  he  received  a  good  edu- 
cation ;  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  teaching  school,  a  profes- 
sion he  principally  followed  during  his  entire  life.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  or  twenty-two,  he  went  into  Kentuck}',  where  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Young,  July  7th,  1824  ;  they  raised  a  family  of  sis 
children.  In  1S,'32  he  emigrated  to  Illinois  with  his  family,  and 
Settled  within  about  one  mile  of  the  South  Fork  of  Sangamon  river, 
and  about  the  same  distance  from  where  the  town  of  Taylorville 
now  stands.  He  here  opened  up  an  improvement,  and  during  the 
winter  months  taught  school  until  February  24th,  18.3o,  when  he 
was  frozen  to  death  under  the  following  circumstances.  During  the 
inclement  season,  he  took  an  on  team  out  to  gather  such  necessaries 
as  were  awarded  him  for  teaching,  it  being  customary  in  those  days 
for  the  citizens  to  pay  the  school-master  iu  such  articles  as  meal, 
pork,  flour,  or  any  other  commodity  which  could  be  utilized  in  the 
teacher's  family  ;  night  came  on  before  he  could  reach  home  ;  be- 
coming bewildered  in  the  darkness,  he  lost  his  way,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing, was  found  frozen  to  death  upon  the  prairie. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  then  but  nine  3'ears  old,  and  being 
the  eldest  son,  he  remained  with  his  mother  until  he  became  of  age ; 
much  of  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  raising  crops  and  provid- 
ing for  the  family  devolved  upon  him.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Murphy,  January  5th, 
1848,  who  died  about  one  year  afterwards,  January  28,  1849.  Mr. 
Crosthwait  again  married,  his  second  choice  being  Ellen  M.  Benson, 
to  whom  he  was  united  October  1st,  1850.  By  this  marriage  he 
has  a  family  of  five  children,  four  boys  and  one  girl.  Mr.  C.  was 
educated  to  farm  life,  and  has  made  that  his  principal  avocation  ; 
for  four  years  he  was  iu  the  mercantile  business,  and  carried  on  a 
general  store  iu  Grove  City,  this  county.  In  18G2he  enlisted  iu  the 
late  war  into  Company  D.  130th  Illinois  Volunteers,  under  Captain 
Daniel  De  Camp,  Col.  Niles  having  command  of  the  regiment  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  In  politics,  Mr.  Crosthwait  is  a  republican, 
and  in  1878  was  nominated  by  his  party  to  represent  the  thirty- 
fourth  di-strict  in  the  legislature,  aud  was  elected.  He  luade  a  good 
and  faitliful  member  in  the  house.  He  worked  hard  and  talked  but 
little,  which,  perhaps,  is  the  best  eulogy  which  can  be  pronounced 
upon  a  judicious  and  commendable  law-maker.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crosthwait  are  members  of  the  JM.  E.  Church,  and  have  educated 
their  family  in  that  faith.  His  children  are  Henry  C,  Mary  L., 
Lyman  L.,  George  A.  and  William  E. 
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The  geutlemaii  whose  portrait  is  at  the  liead  of  tliis  Jiage,  iu 
stature  stands  six  feet,  aud  in  avoirdupois  turns  the  beam  at  three 
hundred  aud  twenty-five  pounds.  In  disposition  he  is  mirthful, 
genial  and  sociable,  and  possesses  those  qualities  tliat  render  his 
company  pleasant  and  agreeable.  He  was  born  in  .Sangamon 
county,  Illinois,  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Ciiristian  county 
line,  January  26,  1835.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Anna  North. 
John  North  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  November  22,  1806, 
near  the  village  of  Bent  Creek,  on  James  river,  in  Buckingham 
county.  His  grandfather,  Richard  North,  was  born  in  England, 
and  followed  the  business  of  a  cutler.  He  came  to  America  and 
worked  at  his  trade  at  Bent  Creek.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was 
Thornton,  but  whether  they  were  married  in  England  or  America 
is  unknown  to  their  descendants.  Their  third  sou  Peter,  born  iu 
Virginia,  was  married  th^  to  Elizabeth  Franklin,  daughter  of 
Robert  Franklin,  of  Campbell  county,  Virginia.  Peter  North  was 
a  soldier  from  Virginia  in  the  war  with  England  in  1812.  In 
1819  or  '20,  he  emigrated  to  Jeflerson  county,  near  Dandridge, 
Tennessee,  taking  with  him  six  children.  The  second  son,  John, 
who  was  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  then  married, 
September  22,  1828,  to  Miss  Anna  Giger,  who  was  a  native  of  that 
county.  Immediately  after  Mr.  North's  marriage,  he  emigrated 
with  his  young  wife  to  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  arriving  April 
12, 1829.  They  settled  in  what  is  now  Cooper  township,  in  the  part 
lying  north  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Sangamon  river,  where  they 
raised  a  family  of  four  boys,  viz:  Benjamin  Hou-ston,  Harvey  N., 
John  W.  and  Andrew  J.  now  deceased.  Mr.  North  lost  his  wife, 
Annie  North,  Feb.  24,  1844.  He  was  again  married  to  Susannah 
31 


Eckel,  hy  whom  he  had  six  children,  all  deceased.  Mrs.  North 
died  in  185.5,  and  Mr.  North  married  Mrs.  Amelia  Woodrurt'  in 
1856.  There  have  been  three  children  born  by  this  union,  all  of 
whom  are  now  living.  Jlr.  North  resides  on  the  farm  he  first  im- 
proved in  1829,  three  miles  north  of  Mechanicsburg. 

Harvey  N.  North  was  there  brought  up  and  educated  to  farm 
life ;  a  business  he  has  since  followed.  It  was  there  he  first  met 
!Miss  Sarah  E.  Prather,  who  afterwards  became  his  wife.  They 
were  married  November  13,  1856.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Perry 
and  Sarah  YZ.  Prather,  and  born  iu  Maryland.  Her  ancestry  were 
early  settlers  of  that  state,  and  of  Gierman  descent.  Mrs.  North's 
father  emigrated  to  Sangamon  county  about  thirty  years  ago,  and 
settled  in  Cooper  township,  where  he  died.  His  wife  still  survives 
him.  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  North  have  raised  a  family  of  four  boys, 
viz:  Tony,  Emer}-,  Clyde  and  Peter.  They  are  all  living  at  home. 
After  !Mr.  North's  marriage,  he  settled  in  Christian  county,  where 
he  has  since  resided. 

In  politics,  he  is  a  democrat.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  reli- 
gious denomination,  Init  has  always  endeavored  to  live  an  upright 
and  honorable  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He 
has  shared  the  hardships  aud  privations  incident  to  the  settlement 
of  a  new  country.  His  hair  and  whiskers  are  tinged  with  gray, 
but  he  bears  remarkably  well  the  burden  of  forty-five  years.  Now, 
in  the  prime  of  life,  he  maj'  enjoy  the  teeming  bounties  of  a  pros- 
perous county,  young  iu  years  but  old  in  improvements  in  agricul- 
ture and  in  commercial  importance.  He  is  much  esteemed  in  the 
community  where  he  lives,  and  is  destined  to  enjoy  man_v  years  of 
honorable  usefulness  and  reasonable  prosjjerity. 
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DIAL  DAVIS 

Has  livcil  witliiii  (iftfcii  miles  .if  Mt.  Auhurn,  wIktc  he  now  lives, 
for  fifty-four  years,  making  him  one  of  the  oldest  eitizens  of  Mt. 
Auburn  townshiii.  He  wiis  horn  near  Mechanicsburg,  Sangamon 
eounty,  January  lOtli,  1«'26.  His  father,  John  Davis,  was  a  native 
of  Tenne.ssee,  and  lived  near  Nashville,  in  that  state.  He  there 
married  Miss  Sarah  I).  Milligan  ;  they  had  two  eliildren  born  to 
them  in  Tennessee,  one  now  living.  Henry  Davis,  who  by  industry 
and  eeonomy,  has  acquired  (juite  a  fortune,  is  well  known  to 
the  citizens  of  Christian  county.  John  Davis  emigrated  to  Illinois 
in  the  year  1818  ;  he  first  came  to  Springfield,  where  he  stopped 
about  a  year,  and  then  settled  ea.st  of  Springfield,  near  ( 'lear  Lake, 
where  he  remained  about  two  years,  and  subsequently  moved  south 
of  Mechanicsburg,  where  he  lived  five  years.  They  were  living  at 
this  place  during  the  deep  snow.  In  1832  they  moved  south  of  the 
Sangamon  river,  and  settled  three  aud-a-half  miles  west  of  the  mound 
where  Mt.  Auburn  now  stands.  As  the  lands  were  not  in  the  mar 
ket,  he  could  not  enter  land  ;  for  a  small  consideration  he  purchased 
the  improvements  of  a  "squatter,"  which  consisted  of  a  log  house 
and  a  garden-patch  ;  this  was  the  first  place  he  could  call 
his  own  in  Illinois  ;  his  intention  was  to  enter  the  laud  as  soon  as 
the  country  began  to  settle  up,  but  like  many  other  early  settlors  in 
Illinois,  he  wa.s  "Entered  out"  by  a  heartless  speculator,  and  was 
compelled  to  locate  in  another  track  near  by.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Davis 
had  four  children  born  to  them  in  Sangamon  county,  viz. :  John 
deceased,  William,  Dial  and  Sarah,  now  the  wife  of  M.  V.  Swick' 
and  a  resident  of  Mt.  Auburn  ;  William  is  now  a  farmer  in  Mt. 
Auburn  township.  John  Davis  lived  in  Mt.  Auburn  township  in  the 
vicinity  where  he  first  settled  and  resided  until  his  death  in  1841 ;  his 
wife  preceded  him  about  three  years.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew 
to  manhood  in  this  then  thinly-settled  country  on  a  farm,  and  re- 
ceived such  an  education  as  the  early  times  afforded.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  he  enlisted  in  the  war  with  Mexico  ;  he  was  iu  Company 
C,  under  Captain  I.  C.  Pugh,  Col.  E.  D.  Baker,  having  command 
of  the  regiment  4th  Ills.  vols.  Dick  Oglesby  was  the  first  Lieu- 
tenant of  Company  C,  and  commanded  the  company  at  the  battle 
of  Cerro  Gordo.  Mr.  Davis  was  within  twenty  yards  of  General 
James  Shields,  when  he  was  shot  through  and  through,  in  the  charge 
at  this  battle.  Mr.  Davis  heard  Oglesby  remark,  after  this  battle, 
that  he  would  rather  lead  that  company  in  such  a  battle  than  be 
governor  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Davis  was  in  .this  war  just  one  year  ;  he 
was  discharged  and  mustered  out  of  service  in  New  Orleans,  and 
then  returned  to  his  old  associates  in  Christian  county.  The  land 
warrant  he  received  for  his  services  iu  the  Mexican  war  he  traded 
for  eighty  acres  of  land,  lying  in  the  west  part  of  Mt.  Auburn 
township,  and  immediately  began  the  improvement  of  this  eighty> 
and  from  1848  to  18-52,  he  lived  alone  and  "batched"  it.  And 
then,  like  all  sensible  young  men,  he  concluded  that  single  ble.ssed" 
ness  was  no  longer  desirable,  and  consequently,  Feb.  4, 1852,  took  unto 
himself  a  better-half,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Edraonia  E.  Hesser,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Hesser,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Sangamon 
eounty.  They  raised  a  family  of  six  children,  viz. :  Franklin  P., 
Sallie  M.,  Charles  E.,  Henry  N.,  Dial  W.,  and  Carrie  E.,  now  the 
wife  of  William  L.  Kasar.  Franklin,  Henry  and  Dial,  are  now  de- 
ceased. The  other  two  children  live  in  Mt.  Auburn.  Mrs.  Davis 
died  July  4th,  1864.  Mr.  Davis  was  again  married  to  Huldah  J. 
Stobaugh,  May  5th,  1867.  They  have  one  child,  Nellie  M.  Mr. 
Davis'  life  occupation  has  been  that  of  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser 
and  for  several  years  he  shipped  stock  extensively.  In  1874  he 
started  his  son  Franklin  in  the  drug  and  grocery  business  iu  Mt. 
Auburn ;  he  sold  out  in  1877  and  went  to  the  Black  Hills,  where  he 
took  the  mountain  fever  and  died,  August  21st,  1877.      Mr.  Davis 


liought  the  store  and  stock  of  goods  the  second  time  under  a  bank- 
rupt sale,  and  his  son  Henry  ran  the  business  until  his  death,  March 
7th,  1880,  and  Mr.  Davis  and  his  son  Charles  are  now  carrying  on 
the  business.  In  Mr.  Davis'  younger  days  he  rode  constable  for 
several  years,  and  was  the  first  collector  in  the  township;  was  a 
member  of  the  County  Board  when  the  county  was  divided  into 
townships.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  democrat.  And  thus  we 
close  the  record  of  one  of  the  industrious  and  successful  citizens  of 
Christian  county,  who  is  now  the  largest  land-holder  iu  Mt.  Auburn 
township.  His  financial  prosperity  is  more  the  result  of  integrity 
and  industry  than  a  worldly  love  of  gain.  What  he  has  is  the  re- 
sult of  hard  labor.  As  a  self-made  man,  his  name  is  presented  to 
the  youth  of  Christian  county,  as  an  example  of  what  industry  will 
do  for  an  energetic  boy  if  he  starts  out  in  the  pathway  of  life  with 
a  deterniination  to  succeed. 


MONTGOMERY  P.  GOODRICH— (Deceased) 

Who  died  at  Mt.  Auburn,  October  5th,  1876,  was  born  in  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts,  April,  1810.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Milligan,  January  14th,  1845.  They  had  born  to  them  a 
family  of  five  children,  viz.:  Oren  W.,  now  deceased;  Marietta, 
now  the  wife  of  John  V.  Koogle  ;  Martha  A.,  James  A.,  and  Hattie 
Maria  ;  the  three  latter  are  living  at  home  with  their  mother.  Mrs. 
Goodrich  lives  on  the  old  Goodrich  homestead,  and  carries  on  the 
farm.  She  is  a  native  of  Christian  county.  Her  parents,  Forgus 
and  Sarah  Milligan,  emigrated  from  Tennessee,  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  Christian  county  in  an  early  day,  long  before  the 
county  was  organized.  The  following  we  clip  from  M.  P.  Goodrich's 
obituary:  "M.P.Goodrich  came  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  in  1838, 
and  to  Mt.  Auburn  in  1840,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  He 
lived  at  Mt.  Auburn  more  than  a  third  of  a  century.  He  came  to 
that  place  the  next  year  after  the  organization  of  the  county,  and 
was  identified  with  every  public  measure  by  which  the  county  was 
changed  from  a  wilderness  to  a  densely  populated  county.  He  was 
a  pioneer  in  the  full  sense  of  the  tenn.  Time  and  again  he  went 
from  j\It.  Auburn  to  Taylorville,  when  there  was  but  one  solitary 
house  between  those  two  towns,  and  that  was  at  or  near  the  place 
where  Grove  city  now  stands.  He  was  a  representative  man  of 
his  time.  He  was  elected  County  Surveyor  in  1847,  and  afterward 
a  member  of  the  County  court.  To  his  energy,  diligence,  judg- 
ment and  firmness  the  people  are  chiefly  indebted  for  their  escape 
from  a  bonded  debt  for  the  court-house,  which  was  built  under  his 
administration.  He  held  the  commission  of  Justice  of  the  peace 
for  a  long  period  of  time,  and  also  that  of  Post-master,  at  Mt.  Au- 
burn. No  man  ever  found  fault  with  the  discharge  of  his  public 
duties.  His  integrity  was  never  suspected.  No  man  ever  had  the 
confidence  of  the  people  of  the  county  more  than  M.  P.  Goodrich. 
In  the  more  active  years  of  his  life  his  friends  frequently  desired  to 
bring  him  forward  as  a  candidate  for  important  county  offices,  to 
which  he  could  have  been  elected.  But  as  his  brother,  William  A. 
Goodrich,  was  continued  from  one  important  county  office  to  ano- 
ther, for  more  than  thirty-three  years  the  generous  nature  of 
Montgomery  P.  ever  declined  the  solicitation  of  his  friends  lest  it 
should  appear  that  the  family  were  grasping.  He  was  active  and 
energetic.  He  disregarded  any  personal  consideration,  and  drove 
through  heat,  cold  and  storm  when  occasion  required.  It  is  but  too 
true  this  disregard  of  cold  and  storm,  and  of  hunger  and  sleep,  wore 
upon  his  constitution,  and  but  for  this  he  might  have  lived  many 
vears.  He  did  not  always  control  his  temper,  but  sometimes  would 
strike  a  blow  before  his  judgment  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  subject.     This  was  his  greatest   fault,  and  the   only  thing  that 
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ever  brought  him  an  enemy.  He  was  for  a  long  time  a  leading 
mercliaut  at  Mt.  Auburn,  and  at  the  same  time  carried  on  exten- 
sive farming.  He  was  a  kind,  hospitable  man,  a  warm-hearted 
and  generous  friend,  a  kind  husband,  and  indulgent  father,  and  by 
his  death  Christian  county  lost  a  worthy  citizen. 


I.  Q.  VIRDEN 
Was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  October  25,  1824.  He  is  of  Ger- 
man ancestry  on  the  paternal  side  and  English  on  the  maternal. 
His  father,  Isaac  Virden,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  emigrated 
to  Ohio  in  an  early  day,  where  he  was  married  to  !Miss  Amelia 
Sadler.  They  had  eleven  children  born  to  them  in  ( )hio,  ten  bovs 
and  one  daughter,  of  whom  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  eighth  > 
his  father  was  a  farmer,  and  in  1832,  being  desirous  to  go  to  a 
country  where  laud  was  cheaper,  as  he  had  a  large  family  of  boys, 
emigrated  to  Illinois  and  settled  onBuckhart  Creek,  four  miles  west 
of  the  now  village  of  Grove  city ;  he  here  improved  a  farm,  and 
died  on  this  place  March,  1846.  At  the  time  Mr.  Virden  settled 
on  the  Buckhart,  that  part  of  the  country  was  a  howling  wilderness. 
They  were  compelled  to  pen  the  sheep  and  pigs  near  the  house  to 
save  them  from  the  wolves  ;  they  had  to  go  sixteen  miles  to  mill, 
and  do  their  own  grinding  by  putting  a  yoke  of  oxen  on  the  wheel, 
and  often  in  the  time  of  bad  roads  they  obtained  their  meal  by  the 
"  hominy  block."  Mr.  Virden  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty-one  ;  he  then  married  !Miss  Rachel  Xester,  from  Bath  county, 
Kentuck}',  and  began  life  for  himself;  for  four  years  he  rented 
and  then  bought  the  place  he  is  now  living  on  near  Mt.  Auburn ;  he 
settled  on  this  place  in  1851,  and  took  it  from  nature's  domain.  His 
was  a  beautiful  location,  overlooking  thousands  of  acres  of  fine 
farming  lands  now  dotted  with  houses,  and  which  within  Jlr.  Virden's 
recollection  was  one  vast  plain  covered  with  the  tall  prairie  grass. 
His  first  purchase  was  one  hundred  acres,  and  by  adding  piece  after 
piece,  his  farm  consists  of  six  hundred  acres  ;  he  shipped  at  one 
time  a  great  deal  of  stock,  but  reverses  came  upon  him,  bad  crops, 
the  loss  of  stock  ami  worse  than  all  the  payment  of  security  debts. 
All  coming  in  upon  him  at  the  same  time  was  more  than  he  could 
withstand,  and  the  consequences  were  that  he  lost  his  farm  and  the 
most  of  his  pei-sonal  property ;  but  he  is  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  full 
of  energy  and  vigor,  and  he  hopes  at  no  distant  day  to  recover  a 
part  at  least  of  his  original  farm.  Mr.  Virden  met  with  these  re- 
verses, and  it  was  not  within  his  power  to  resist  them.  He  has 
always  endeavored  to  deal  with  his  fellow-men  honestly  in  all  his 
business  transactions.      Mr.  and  Mrs.  Virden  have  a  family  of  six 


children  ;  five  daughters  and  one  .son  ;  his  daughters  are  all  married 
and  live  within  a  few  hours  drive  of  the  old  homestead  ;  his  son, 
William  E.,  is  still  living  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Virden  is  a  re- 
publican. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and 
he  has  endeavored  to  bring  up  his  children  in  the  tenets  of  that 
church.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order ;  he  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow. 


ISAAC  H.  FIREY 
Was  born  in  Wa-slungton  county,  Maryland,  February  2,  1820. 
He  was  the  son  of  Jacub  and  Mary  Firey.  Jacob  Firey  was  also  a 
native  of  Washington  county,  Maryland,  as  was  his  wife,  Slary 
Houser.  His  ancestry  on  both  sides  are  of  German  origin.  Jacob 
Firey  raised  a  family  of  four  children.  He  emigrated  with  his 
family  to  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  in  1836.  Arriving  in  the  fall 
he  settled  in  what  is  now  Cooper  township,  where  he  remained 
about  five  years.  He  then  moved  into  Christian  county,  and  settled 
in  Mt.  Auburn  township,  where  he  purchased  land  and  improved  a 
farm.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  now  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 
Jacob  Firey  lived  on  this  place  until  his  death,  May  18, 1853,  aged 
sixty-two  years.  He  lived  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and 
po.sse.ssed  rare  qualities,  and  by  his  upright  and  manly  life,  won  an 
honorable  name  and  endeared  himself  to  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
His  wife  preceded  him  about  sixteen  j-ears.  Her  death  dates  June 
y,  1837.  Isaac  H.  Firey  a.ssisted  (in  his  father's  farm  until  he  was 
twenty-seven  years  of  age.  He  then  married  Mi-ss  Eliza  Sattley,  a 
resident  of  Rochester,  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  and  daughter  of 
Archibald  and  Harriet  Sattley.  Archibald  Sattley  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812.  He  afterwards  married  his  officer's  daughter, 
Harriet  Hawley,  and  .subsequently  emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  settled 
in  Sangamon  county,  in  1819. 

Mr.  Firey  has  always  followed  farming.  He  has  raised  a  family 
of  seven  children,  all  nnw  grown:  Jacob  J.,  now  jiracticing  medi- 
cine in  Taylorville,  Hattie  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Ross  M.  Houck, 
Albert  M.,  married  and  lives  at  home,  William  H.,  Susan  E.,  Isaac 
E.  and  Mary  E.,  all  yet  beneath  the  parental  roof  Mr.  Firev  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife,  Feb.  2,  1880.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  took  quite  an  active  interest  in  the 
church,  and  did  all  in  her  power  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
Sabbath-school.  Mr.  Firey  is  also  a  member  of  the  same  church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  democrat.  He  is  a  prominent  farmer  of  Mt.  Au- 
burn township,  and  by  industry  has  acquired  a  competency  to  make 
easy  his  declining  years. 


■cC^^^'^^Sj^/K^^ 


LOCUST    TOWNSHIP. 


HIS  township  derives  its  name  from  a  stream  so  called, 
which  traverses  a  portion  of  its  territory.  It  comprises 
the  congressional  township  twelve,  range  one  west, 
being  six  miles  square,  containing  an  area  of  23,040 
acres.  It  is  intermediate  between  Pana  and  the  county 
seat ;    bounded  on  the  north  by  May ;  east  by  Assumption  and 


Pana ;  south  by  Rosemoud ;  west  by  Johnson  township.  There 
is  considerable  timber  along  the  west  and  south-west  side  of  the 
township  along  Locust  creek  and  its  tributaries,  which  drain  the 
township. 

Settlements. — There  were  a  few  families  living  here  when   the 
county  was  organized,  but  the  greater  number  of  its  inhabitants 
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came  after  the  year  1850.  Soon  after  this  date  a  number  of  emi- 
trrants  from  Ohio,  and  other  sections  of  the  country,  settled  here. 
The  wild  [irairie  was  soon  dotted  over  with  a  thrifty  business  pojiu- 
lation  Among  the  i)ionccr  settlers  were:  Wesley  Westhrook,  who 
came  in  1>S;>")  ;  Josiah  Anderson,  came  in  183!);  G.  Wash.  Cheek 
and  a  Mr.  Ilarlick,  came  in  1838;  Thos.  D.  Chastaiu,  Matthew 
Durbin,  James  Bradley,  and  Thomas  Bradley,  came  in  184(;; 
Joseph  P.  Durbin,  in  1850,— all  of  whom  are  now  deceased 
Among  other  early  .-ettlers  were:  James  Durbin,  Elisha  Durbin, 
Elisha  Logsdon,  Martin  Overholt,  W.  H.  Madison,  James  M. 
Painter,  B.  C.  Cochran,  John  McCune,  Edward  Lawton,  John 
White,  William  Hunter,  Achilles  Morris,  and  William  Lawton. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  1858,  the  county  court,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  P.  D.  Vermillion  and  sixty  other  legal  voters,  formed 
"Locust  Precinct,"  selecting  Joseph  P.  Durbin,  James  Bradley, 
and  Seth  W.  Benepe,  its  first  judges  of  elections,  and  appointing 
the  place  of  voting  at  Benepe's  school-house,  located  on  the  six- 
teenth section.  Its  first  Justices  of  the  Peace  were :  Thos.  W.  Coch- 
ran and  Seth  W.  Benepe.  G.  Wash.  Cheek  and  John  W.  Hunter 
were  elected  the  first  constables  November  2d,  1858. 

During  the  fii-st  settlement  to  realize  on  their  corn  crops  the 
farmers  had  to  feed  it  to  their  stock,  which  they  disposed  of  annu- 
ally about  Christmas.  They  would  frequently  drive  their  hogs  to 
the  St.  Louis  markets,  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  miles.  But 
with  the  advent  of  railroads  in  this  county  the  order  of  things  was 
changed.  The  first  lot  of  hogs  shipped  by  rail  was  by  Dr. 
U.  C.  McCoy,  Joshua  Pepper,  and  John  White,  in  the  winter  of 
1855-56.  They  shipped  six  car-loads  at  Pana,  on  the  Terre 
Haute,  Alton  and  St.  Louis  Railroad,  the  first  that  passed  over  that 
road  after  its  completion.  The  first  threshing-machine  was  brought 
to  Christian  county  by  William  Hunter  in  1855  ;  it  was  a  "  Marsi- 
lon  Separator,"  and  attracted  much  attention  in  the  fiirming  com- 
munity. Its  owner  had  calls  for  its  use  from  all  parts  of  the  county. 
The  old  grocery  store  and  saloon  was  a  notable  in.stitution  on  the 
public  road  from  the  county  seat  to  Pana.  It  was  located  at  an 
early  date,  on  the  north-west  corner  of  section  twenty-seven,  town 
twelve,  range  one,  and  was  a  place  of  great  resort  for  the  lovers  of 
foot-races  and  shooting-matches.  As  the  township  increased  in 
population  there  wa.s  a  greater  demand  for  postal  accommodation. 
The  passing  of  the  tri-weekly  stage  suggested  the  idea  of  a  post- 
office.  It  was  established  in  1857,  and  was  the  first  one  in  the 
township.  Judge  Yandeveer  suggested  the  name,  "  Owaneco," 
whicli  was  adopted.  J.  M.  Weaver  was  appointed  the  first  post- 
master, :ind  the  ofliee  was  kept  in  a  little  frame  building,  near  the 
late  residence  of  Esquire  Joseph  P.  Durbin,  on  the  borders  of  Locust 
Creek  timber.  In  the  office  was  kept  a  few  dry  goods,  groceries, 
and  an  ai)undant  supply  of  "  tangle-foot."  The  house  was  sold  at 
one  time  by  the  United  States  Deputy  Marshal  for  a  failure  to  p:iv 
Internal  Revenue  wdiisky  tax.  The  post-office  changed  hands, 
and  at  one  time  the  following  amusing  incident  occurred  : 

One  day,  as  the  mail-coach  approached,  the  stageman  souiukHl 
his  bugle,  and  drove  up  to  the  post-office  door.  The  driver  sprang 
from  the  box,  and  was  dragging  the  mail  in  the  direction  of  the 
office,  when  a  stalwart  backwoodsman  came  to  the  dnor,  ami  in 
Comnumding  tones  cried  out : 

"  Stop  riglit  thar  ;  thar's  no  u^e  in  dragging  that  ':ir  in  here ! '' 
"  Why  not?"  asked  the  driver. 

"Tuck  it  along;  tuck  it  back,  I  say;  needn't  fotch  it  in  lure!" 
"  And  why  not?"  again  queried  the  driver,  wliu  by  tliis  time  had 
come  to  a  halt. 

"  Because,  as  Ikjw,"  said  the  <le|juty  p.ist.ma>ter,  "  the  post-master 
is  absent  on  a  hunt,  and  I  can't  read  a  wuril '.  " 


A  passenger  volunteered  to  open  and  assort  the  mail  belonging 
to  that  office,  provided  the  key  was  furnished.  It  was  soon  pro- 
dnced,  and  to  the  prottered  services  of  that  pas.senger  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Owaneeo  region  were  indebted  for  the  news  of  that  day. 

In  18(i(i,  on  the  adoption  of  township  organization,  this  township 
remained  unchanged  as  to  its  boundaries.  At  the  election  held 
April  3d,  1866,  B.  C.  Cochran  was  elected  its  first  supervisor; 
John  W.  Hunter  and  Philip  Baker  were  elected  justices  of  the 
peace ;  and  Daniel  Orr  and  David  Jarvis,  constables,  on  the  7th  of 
November,  1865.  These  officers  held  over  till  the  expiration  of  the 
time  for  which  they  were  elected.  The  ( ).  and  M.,  formerly  called 
the  Springfield  and  S.  E.  R.  R.,  runs  diagonally  through  the  town- 
ship, entering  it  on  sec.  6  and  leaving  it  on  sec.  36.  There  are  two 
stations  in  this  township  on  the  line  of  the  road,  Owaneco  and  Millers- 
ville.  That  part  of  the  township  lying  south  of  Locust  Creek  forms 
a  part  of  the  territory  of  what  is  termed  "  Buckeye  Prairie."  It 
derived  its  name  from  a  number  of  emigrants  from  Ohio,  the  Buck- 
eye state,  settling  in  this  prairie.  Its  first  settler  on  the  Cottonwood 
Forks  was  Martin  Overholt,  in  the  fall  of  1851.  He  built  the  first 
house,  and  moved  into  it  in  an  unfinished  state,  for  a  time  affi)rding 
only  a  pretext  for  shelter  from  the  wintry  blasts ;  it  was  situated 
on  the  west  half  of  south-west  ipiarter  section  twenty-nine.  The 
house  is  still  standing,  and  now  owned  by  B.  C.  Cochran  ;  it  was 
near  the  "  Buckeye  school-house." 

Lumber  for  building  purposes  could  not  be  obtained  short  of 
Lucas'  saw-mill,  several  miles  distant,  and  the  hauling  of  rails  and 
wood  from  the  timber,  some  three  or  four  miles  distant,  was  a 
serious  inconvenience. 

In  the  years  1852-53  there  was  quite  an  influx  of  emigration  to 
this  country  from  Ohio;  among  them  were  John  McCune,  B.  C. 
Cochran,  and  William  Hunter;  the  two  former  settled  and  built 
houses  a  short  distance  from  Martin  Overholt's.  This  little  band 
w'ere  deprived  of  many  of  the  advantages  which  older  settlements 
enjoy.  No  church,  no  Sabbath  nor  day-school ;  all  around  it  was 
silent  and  dreary.  If  a  census  of  the  prairie  had  been  taken  at 
that  time  it  would  probably  have  shown  : — adults,  six  ;  children, 
sixteen  ;  total,  twenty-two  souls  all  told,  (^uite  a  little  colony. 
Schools  claimed  its  attention  at  an  early  date.  Cochran  met 
Joshua  Peppins  and  arranged  Buckeye  school  di.strict. 

The  first  three  named  persons  were  elected  directors.  The  "  Buck- 
eye School-house"  was  built  in  1856,  on  the  head  waters  of  Cot- 
tonwood creek,  on  the  N.  E.  corner  of  sec.  31,  town  12 — 1  W.  H. 
L.  Mull  was  its  first  teacher,  in  the  winter  of  1856-7.  A  writer 
states  :  "  From  this  period  dates  the  Elizabethian  or  golden  era  of 
Buckeye  history." 

Its  schools,  lyceums  and  debating  .societies  loomed  up  in  propor- 
tion. 

The  Rev.  Shunk,  pastor  of  the  Taylorville  circuit,  was  the  first 
minister  to  make  his  advent  into  this  new  colony.  He  preached  at 
the  cabins  of  William  Hunter,  James  Witlow  and  Samuel  Cowgill, 
He  was  followed  by  Rev.  John  Slate. 

The  JI.  E.  Society  was  organized  during  the  winter  of  1856-7, 
and  a  Sabbath  school  at  the  same  time.  The  school-house  being 
liuilt,  the  society  worshiped  in  that  for  a  time,  alternating  the  Sab- 
baths with  the  Christian  Society.  The  latter  had  been  holding 
their  meetings  at  the  residence  of  B.  C.  Cochran,  services  being 
conducted  by  Elders  A.  McCollum  and  P.  D.  Vermillion.  In  the 
summer  of  1866  the  Buckeye  M.  E.  Church  was  built  near  the 
township  line,  intermediate  between  Buckeye  and  Sherman  school- 
house,  on  the  south-east  corner  of  sec.  31,  at  a  cost  of  86,000.  The 
"  Buckeye  Cemetery,"  located  in  1853, 'is  near  the  church. 

The  first  burial  in  this  cemetery  was   a   little  daughter   of  Mr. 
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Murry's.     The  first  birth  in  "Buckeye  Prairie,"  in  this    township, 
\va.«  Florence,  daughter  of  B.  C.   Cochran,  in  1854. 

The  lands  in  this  township  were  originally  surveyed  by  Enoch 
Moore,  Deputy  U.  S.  Surveyor ;  returned  and  certified  January 
25th,  1819,  by  William  Rector,  Surveyor-General. 

The  first  land  entries,  as  taken  from  the  county  records,  are  as 
follows:  April  1,  1836,  \\.  S.  Russel,  X.  E.  quarter  sec.  18,  160 
acres;  N.  W.  quarter  sec.  18,  138  82-100  acres;  S.  W.  quarter  sec. 
18,  138  acres  ;  S.  E.  quarter  sec.  18,  160  acres.  April  27,  1836, 
Hiram  B.  Rouotree,  X.  AV.  half  X.  W.  quarter  sec.  5,  39  7-100 
acres;  April  27,  1836,  Zadoc  C.  Rountree,  X.  W.  half  S.  W. 
quarter  sec.  6,  37  52-100  acres. 

The  population,  according  to  the  census  of  1870,  was  825,  now, 
about  2,000.  At  the  presidential  election  in  1876  it  cast  a  vote  of 
258. 

We  append  the  officers  since  township  organization : 
Super fisors — B.  C.  Cochran,  elected  1866,  re-elected  1867  and  '68; 
John  W.  Hunter,  1869;  A.  De  Barr,  1870;  Geo.  W.  Marts.  1871  ; 
Z.  F.  Bates,  1872;  A.  De  Barr,  1873;  S.  F.  Bates,  1874;  Z.  F. 
Bates,  1875,  re-elected  1876  ;  R.  McShea,  1877  ;  G.  W  Marts,  1878; 
J.  S.  Cussins,  1879,  re-elected  1880. 

Assessors — Jonas  Buttle,  1877  ;  A.  P.  Huninger,  1878  ;  Joseph 
Borgin,  1879,  re-elected  1880. 

Collectors — W.  S.  Benepe,  elected  1866  ;  Thomas  W.  Cochran, 
1867,  re-elected  1868,  '69,  '70  and  '71 ;  P.  V.  Johnson,  1872,  re- 
elected 1873;  C.  E.  Corcoran,  1874;  R.Anderson,  1875,  re-elected 
1876;  J.  C.  Hunter,  1877;  Alex.  Montgomery,  1878;  A.  De 
Barr,  1879;  Charles  Becker,  1880. 

Town  Clerks— R.  M.  Houck,  1877  ;  Jeremiah  Millhor,  1878 ; 
Martin  Leach,  1879  ;  S.  M.  Orr,  1880. 

Commissioners  of  Hit/Itways — A.  De  Barr,  1877  ;  Wm.  Bordelais, 
one  year ;  M.  Anderson,  two  years ;  J.  W.  Hunter,  three  years. 
D.  d".  Resler,  1879 ;  B.  F.  Goode,  1880. 

Con-atables — Joshua  Cochran  and  Preston  Goode  elected  in  1873  ; 
George  Law,  1874,  re-elected  1877  ;  James  M.  Painter,  1877  ;  F. 
H.  Hargis,  1878. 

Justices  of  the  Peace — John  J.  Danford,  elected  1870;  Z.  F. 
Bates,  '70;  John  J.  Danford  and  Z.  F.  Bates,  '73  ;  John  J.  Dan- 
ford,  re-elected  '77  ;  Richard  Anderson,  '77. 


OWANECO 

Is  located  on  the  S.  W.  S.  W.  1  sec.  15,  and  a  part  of  S.  E.  S. 
E.  ]  sec.  16.  It  was  laid  out  and  surveyed  by  Elisha  Gimlin,  on 
Oct  1st,  1869,  for  J.  C.  Helmick  and  John  Foggitt,  proprietors. 
It  derived  its  name  from  a  post-office  located  not  far  distant,  on  Lo- 
cust creek.  The  town  is  prosperous,  aud  is  situated  in  the  midst 
of  a  rich  agricultural  district,  and  is  one  of  the  stations  on  the  O. 
&  M.  railroad.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  grain  and  stock  shipped 
from  this  point  yearly.  For  a  time  the  village  was  checked  in 
its  growth  by  the  death  of  its  chief  proprietor,  J.  C.  Helmick,  a 
banker  of  Pana. 

The  present  business  is  as  follows  : 

Dr.  J.  S.  Cussing,  Physician  (Old  iJrugyist ;  John  Ward,  Flour- 
ing Mill;  Alexander  Montgomery,  Saddle  and  Harness  Shop;  Dr. 
R.  McShea,  Physician  and  Grocer ;  J.  C.  Hunter,  Dry  Goods, 
Groceries  and  Post-master ;  Price  &  Wilkinson,  Grain  Dealers;  R. 
Turgeon,  Xotions  and  Groceries;  John  C.  Handel,  Blacksmith  and 
Wagon-maker. 

Secret  Society — Locust  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  X"o.  623,  was  char- 
tered in  1869.  Xumber  of  charter  members,  12.  A.  B.  Leaper, 
first  W.  M.,  who  also  fills  the  office  at  the  present  time. 

MILI.ER.SVILLE. 

This  town  was  laid  out  Sept.  20th,  1873,  by  M.  G.  Okev,  as  a 
midway  station  between  Pana  and  Gwaneco.  It  is  located  on  sec. 
26,  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  Locust  township,  and  was  surveyed 
by  Elijah  Gimlin,  a  resident  of  the  township,  for  its  proprietor,  who 
acknowledged  the  same  before  W.  M.  Provine,  X.  P.,  January  20, 
1874.  It  contains  four  blocks,  aud  its  principal  streets  are  "  Center," 
on  the  north  side,  and  "  Bismark,"  on  the  south  side  of  the  rail- 
road. 

Considerable  grain  and  stock  is  shipped  at  this  point.  The 
town  is  named  in  hduor  of  Thomas  ^Miller,  who  owns  a  large  farm 
adjacent  to  it. 

There  are  at  present  the  following  business  hou.?es :  Ballord  & 
Miller,  Elevator  (with  a  capacity  of  50,000  bushels);  Price  i^-  Wil- 
kinson, Grain  Dealers ;  L.  Kirkpatrick  A  Co.,  General  Merchants. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


A.  E.  LAWTOX, 
Has  been  living  in  Locust  township  since  1853.  His  father,  Ed- 
ward Lawton,  was  born  in  Xottinghamshire,  England,  in  the  year 
1811,  aud  married  Mary  Ann  Hinds,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same 
part  of  England,  and  was  born  in  1813.  This  marriage  took  place 
in  the  summer  of  1832,  aud  immediatel}'  afterward  they  sailed  for 
America.  After  living  six  years  in  Canada  they  settled  in  Tus- 
carawas county,  Ohio,  where  the  family  lived  till  the  spring  of 
1853,  and  then  came  to  this  state.  His  fiither  bought  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land  iu  sections  four  and  eighteen  of  Locust 
township,  and  the  same  year  built  the  house  on  section  four,  in 
which  A.  E.  Lawton  now  lives.  At  that  time  the  only  settlements 
in  Locust  township  were  along  the  timber,  and  the  prairie  was 
entirely  wild  and  uncultivated.  The  Lawtons  were  the  first  to 
settle  on  the  prairie  in  the  township.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  near  Canal  Dover,  on  the 


sixth  day  of  October,  1844.  He  was  in  his  ninth  year  when  his 
father  came  to  this  county.  His  father  was  a  man  of  great  in- 
dustry and  energy,  who  brought  up  his  children  to  habits  of 
industry. 

He  was  married  on  the  fifth  day  of  April,  1853,  to  Miss  Frances 
E.  Painter,  who  was  born  near  Palestine  in  Crawford  county,  in 
this  state.  Her  father  was  Benjamiu  Paiuter,  who  was  born  in 
Virginia,  in  the  year  1803,  and  came  to  Crawford  county, 
Illinois,  in  1805,  when  two  years  of  age,  and  lived  in  that  part  of 
the  st.ate  till  his  death  in  1877.  Since  his  father's  i-emoval  to 
Taylorville  in  May,  1873,  Mr.  Lawton  has  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing the  old  homestead.  He  has  had  three  children,  Mary 
F. ;  Benjamin  E.,  who  died  in  1878  one  year  and  two  months 
old ;  and  an  infant  daughter.  He  has  always  been  a  republican 
in  [)olitics,  aud  cast  his  first  vote  for  President,  for  Grant  in 
1868. 
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Like  many  of  the  substantial  tarmers  on  the  Buckeye  prairie, 
Mr.  Hunter  is  a  native  of  (?)hio.  He  was  born  in  Tuscarawas 
county,  of  that  state,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November,  1832.  His 
ancestors,  at  an  early  date,  settled  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Mr.  Hunter  still  has  in  his  possession  a  conunission  as  lieutenant  in 
the  128th  regiment  of  Pennsylvania  militia,  which  was  held  by  his 
grandfather,  James  Hunter.  His  commission  is  signed  by  Thomas 
McKean,  then  governor  of  PeniLsylvania.  James  Hunter  moved 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Tuscarawas  county.  William  Hunter,  the  father  of  the  subject  uf 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a 
small  boy  when  he  came  to  Ohio.  He  was  raised  in  Tuscarawas 
county  of  that  state,  and  married  Susan  Butt,  daughter  of  William 
Butt.  The  Butt  family  eau\e  from  Maryland,  and  were  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Ohio. 

Tiie  oldest  of  nine  children  by  this  marriage  was  John  W.  Hun- 
ter. He  was  raised  on  the  same  farm  where  occurred  his  birth.  In 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  the  same  ample  provision  for  the  education 
of  children  had  not  been  made  as  at  the  present  time.  The  schools 
were  held  usually  only  in  the  winter.  The  boys  attended  school 
only  a  few  weeks,  and  tiien  through  the  next  summer  generally  for- 
got all  that  had  been  learned  during  the  winter.  Mr.  Hunter's 
father  was  a  man  accustomed  to  hard  labor,  and  brought  up  his 
children  to  follow,  in  this  respect,  his  example.  In  the  fall  of 
18-33  the  family  moved  from  Ohio  to  this  county.  His  father  had 
previously  visited  the  state,  and  selected  a  location  on  section  twenty- 


eight  of  Locust  township,  to  which  the  family  removed,  after  living 
one  year  in  May  township,  east  of  Taylorville.  Mr.  Hunter's 
father  improved  a  farm  there  and  died  in  the  fall  of  1858  ;  his 
mother  died  in  the  spring  of  1861. 

His  marriage  occurred  on  the  twenty  second  of  May,  1856,  to  Miss 
Martha  J.  Vermillion,  a  native  of  Sangamon  county.  Her  father, 
Birch  Vermillion,  was  a  Kentuckian,  who  came  to  Sangamon 
county  in  the  year  1833,  and  settled  fifteen  miles  west  of  Spring- 
field, where  he  died.  Mrs.  Hunter's  mother  moved  with  her  family 
to  Christian  county  in  the  spring  of  1856.  In  the  fall  of  1856,  Mr. 
Hunter  began  improving  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  in  section 
thirty-three  of  Locust  township.  He  built  a  house,  into  which  he 
moved  the  spring  of  1857.  He  has  been  living  on  the  same  farm 
ever  since.  His  farm  consists  of  233  acres.  Besides  being  employed 
in  general  farming,  he  has  been  engaged,  to  a  considerable  extent^ 
in  raising  stock.  Of  late  years  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  fine 
cattle  and  hogs.  On  his  premises  may  be  seen  as  good  sliort-horn 
cattle  as  can  be  found  in  the  county,  and  his  breeds  of  Berkshire 
hogs  are  as  pure  as  can  be  obtained.  His  name  appeal's  in  several 
instances  in  the  published  volumes  of  the  American  Berkshire 
Eecord,  as  the  owner  of  several  animals.  He  is  also  one  of  the 
members  of  the  American  Short-Horn  Breeders'  Association.  He 
was  one  of  the  gentlemen  interested  in  the  Christian  County  Agri- 
cultural Association,  and  for  a  number  of  years  took  an  active  part 
in  the  annual  fairs.  As  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  he 
did  all  in  his  power  to  make  these  fiiirs  a  success,  and  was  usually 
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the  recipient  of  several  premiums  for  tlie  excellence  of  his  display 
of  stock. 

He  -nas  one  of  tlie  early  members  of  the  republican  organization, 
and  his  family  on  both  sides  were  supporters  of  the  old  whig  party. 
He  sympathized  with  the  aims  of  the  republican  party  from  its  or- 
ganization, and  in  1800  voted  for  Lincoln  for  pre-sident.  Although 
of  late  years  his  views  have  ditiered  somewhat  from  the  financial 
theories  which  have  found  favor  with  the  majority  of  the  republican 
party,  and  he  believes  that  that  party  has  made  grave  mistakes  in 
the  management  of  the  currency,  still  he  is  a  republican,  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  couple  of  years,  has  always  voted  the  republican 
ticket.  He  is  a  man  whose  sympathies  have  been  with  the  people 
in  opposition  to  mouopoli&s.  At  the  convention  of  the  farmers' 
movement,  when  that  organization  promised  to  become  of  some  solid 
advantage  to  the  agricultural  community,  he  took  a  deep  interest  in 
it,  and  for  a  time  served  as  Vice-President  of  the  State  Farmers' 
Association  for  this  congressional  district,  and  assisted  in  organizing 
several  societies  in  the  central  part  of  the  state.  He  also,  for  a 
number  of  years,  filled  the  office  of  the  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
represented  Locust  township  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  while 
on  the  board,  was  principally  influential  in  the  establishment  of 
the  county  poor  farm.  He  has  been  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens 
of  the  county.  For  a  number  of  3-ears  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Buckeye  ilethodist  Church.  He  now  has  four  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follows :  Cynthia  S.,  Charles  F.,  Hattie  Belle  and 
Gertrude.  Three,  Alvin  Orlando,  Ellen  and  Lucy,  are  deceased. 
His  portrait  appears  at  tlie  head  of  this  sketcii. 


E.  R.  SHEPHERD. 

Henry  Shepherd,  father  of  E.  R.  Shepherd,  an  illustration  of 
whose  farm  in  Locust  township  appears  on  another  page,  is  now 
one  of  the  oldest  men  living  in  Christian  county,  and  one  of  the 
few  surviving  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812.  Henry  Shepherd  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Tinmouth,  Rutland  county,  Vermont,  on  the 
12th  of  April,  1792.  He  is,  consequently  now  in  the  eighty-ninth  year 
of  his  age.  His  father,  David  Shepherd,  had  been  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  tiie  Revolution,  and  was  with  Gen.  Ethan  Allen  at  the  tak- 
ing of  Fort  Ticonderoga.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Green  Mountain 
Boys,  whose  bravery  saved  the  day  at  the  battle  of  Bennington. 
After  the  Revolution,  he  married  and  settled  at  Tinmouth,  Ver- 
mont, and  subsequently  moved  to  Castleton,  in  the  same  state.  David 
Shepherd  was  in  Capt.  David  Beecher's  company,  raised  in  the  town 
of  Castleton,  for  service  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  took  part  in  the  Can- 
ada campaign.  In  September,  1812,  Henry  Shepherd  enlisted  in 
Capt.  White  Young's  company,  15th  regiment  United  States  In- 
fantry. This  regiment  was  commanded  by  Col.  Zebulon  M.  I'ike, 
one  of  the  most  illustrious  characters  of  the  war,  in  whose  honor 
Pike's  Peak  received  its  name.  His  company  was  composed  of 
soldiers  from  Vermont,  Pennsylvania,  and  Xew  Jersey.  He  served 
eighteen  months  in  the  state  of  New  York  and  in  Canada,  and  was 
in  the  engagement  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  New  York,  and  of  the  Stone 
Mill,  Canada.  His  term  of  enlistment  expired  in  the  spring  of 
1814. 

In  1815,  he  determined  to  make  his  home  in  the  west.  That 
was  at  a  day  when  the  whole  western  country  was  a  wilderness, 
and  Ohio  was  regarded  as  a  frontier  state.  He  made  the  whole 
journey  on  foot,  from  Vermont  to  Cleveland,  (_>hio,  which  was 
then  a  small  village  recently  founded.      He  was  one  of  the  earliest 


settlers  of  Cuyahoga  county.  When  he  first  saw  Cleveland,  it  con- 
tained only  a  few  log  buildings,  two  taverns,  and  a  log  jail  and 
court-house.  Most  of  the  time  while  living  in  Ohio,  he  worked  at 
the  carpenter's  trade.  In  the  month  of  January,  1820,  he  married 
Cynthia  Jones,  who  died  in  June,  1821.  His  second  wife  was 
Matilda  Richmond,  who  was  born  at  Peru,  Massachusetts,  and 
whom  he  married  in  the  spring  of  1823.  Her  death  happened  in 
1864. 

In  1860,  he  removed  to  this  state,  first  settling  in  Stephenson 
county,  and  in  1861,  came  to  this  county.  He  was  old  enough 
to  vote  for  pr  sident  in  1816,  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  James 
Monroe.  But  there  was  no  rigid  division  of  party  lines  at  that 
time,  and  no  excitement  about  the  election,  and  as  he  would  have 
been  obliged  to  travel  a  long  distance  to  vote,  he  did  not  cast  a 
ballot  at  that  election.  He  did  not  vote  till  1824,  when  Clay, 
Crawford,  Adams,  and  Jackson  were  the  opposing  candidates,  and 
Adams  was  chosen  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  When  the 
country  came  to  be  divided  into  the  whig  and  democratic  parties, 
he  gave  his  support  to  the  whigs,  and  generally  voted  for  their 
candidates.  At  the  election  of  1824,  he  voted  for  Adams  ;  he 
supported  the  same  candidate  in  1828;  in  1832  he  voted  for 
Henry  Clay;  in  1836  also  for  the  whig  candidate;  in  1840  for 
Harrison;  and  in  1844,  again  for  Clay.  His  convictions  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  made  him  one  of  the  earliest  adherents  of  the 
free  soil  movement.  In  1848,  he  voted  for  Van  Buren,  who  was 
nominated  for  the  presidency  by  those  opposed  to  the  extension  of 
slavery.  In  1852,  he  favored  the  election  of  Franklin  Pierce,  as 
being  least  obnoxious  to  the  free  soilers,  and  on  the  organization  of 
the  republican  party,  a  couple  of  years  later,  he  became  one  of  its 
earliest  members  and  most  ardent  supporters.  He  voted  for  Fre- 
mont in  1856,  for  Lincoln  in  1860  and  1864,  for  Grant  in  1868 
and  1872,  for  Hayes  in  1876,  and  at  this  writing,  hopes  to  be  on 
this  footstool  in  November,  1880,  to  cast  his  vote  for  James  A. 
Garfield,  a  native  of  the  same  county  in  which,  for  so  long  a  time, 
he  had  his  home  in  Ohio. 

E.  R.  Shepherd  was  born  in  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  twelve 
miles  from  Cleveland,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1838.  His  mother 
was  Matilda  Richmond,  his  father's  .second  wife.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Elihu  Richmond,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio.  In  Ohio  the  liimily  lived  in  a  well-settled  country, 
and  the  district  schools  atibrded  good  opportunities  for  obtaining 
an  education,  but  on  their  removal  to  Illinois,  they  settled  in  a 
part  of  Stephenson  county,  which  at  that  time  contained  few  settlers, 
and  scant  educational  advantages.  In  1861,  Mr.  Shepherd  came 
with  his  father,  to  this  county,  first  residing  in  May  township.  In 
1864,  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  section  one 
of  Locust  township.  On  the  18th  of  November,  of  the  same  year, 
he  married  Sarah  Ring,  who  was  born  in  Cabell  county,  Virginia, 
in  August,  1846.  Her  tather,  Andrew  Ring,  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  moved  from  that  state  to  Virginia,  thence  to  Kentucky, 
and  about  the  year  1850,  to  Missouri,  where  he  finally  settled  at 
La  Grange.  Her  father  died  in  June,  1857,  and  her  mother  on 
the  28th  of  March,  1880.  Mrs.  Shepherd  went  to  Assumption  to 
visit  some  relatives,  and  thus  made  her  husband's  acquaintance. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepherd  have  had  five  children  :  the  oldest,  Emma, 
died  in  infancy;  the  others  are  Annie,  Bertie,  Harry  J.,  and  Eddie. 
Mr.  Shepherd  is  one  of  the  enterprising  farmers  of  Locust  town- 
ship.    In  politics  he  is  a  republican. 
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Is  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  Locust  Township.  He  is 
the  son  of  Edward  and  Mary  Ann  (Hinds)  Lawton,  wlio  were  born 
in  Nottinghamshire,  England  ;  were  married  in  1832;  emigrated 
the  same  year  to  America ;  lived  in  Canada  till  1838,  part  of  the  time 
near  Montreal,  and  part  of  the  time  near  Niagara  Falls ;  and  then 
moved  to  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  till  1853,  at 
which  time  they  settled  in  Locust  Township  in  this  county.  His 
father  was  born  in  the  year  1811,  and  his  mother  in  1813.  Both 
are  now  living  in  Taylorville.  The  birth  of  Samuel  C.  Lawton 
occurred  in  Canada  on  the  thirteenth  of  February,  1830.  He  was 
the  next  to  the  oldest,  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  ten 
are  now  living.  He  was  raised  mostly  in  Ohio,  being  only  eighteen 
months  old  when  the  family  moved  to  that  state.  His  opportuni- 
ties for  obtaining  an  education  were  only  of  an  ordinary  character. 
He  attended  school  only  in  winter,  sometimes  even  missing  part  of 
that  term,  and  in  the  summer  worked  on  the  form.  On  coming  to 
this  county  liis  father  bought  at  three  dollars  an  acre,  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  with  the  exception  of  forty 
acres  of  timlier,  lay  in  section  four  of  Locust  Township.  They 
began  improving  this  tract  in  the  fall  of  1853. 

This  was  the  first  settlement  made  out  on  the  prairie,  in  what  is 
now  Locust  Township.  The  earlier  settlers  had  kept  close  to  the 
limber.  At  that  time  the  prairie  to  the  east  lay  all  ojien  and  un- 
cultivated, and  few  dreamed  that  fine  farms  and  costly  improve- 
ments would  ever  nuvrk  the  wide  expanse  over  which  roamed  large 
nundiers  of  wolves,  deer  and  other  wild  animals.  The  Illinois 
('cntral  railroad  had  not  at  that  time  been  completed,  although 
l)art  of  the  grading  had  been  done  through  the  county.  The  town 
of  Pana  had  not  been  surveyed,  and  Assumption  had  just  been 
started.  Mr.  Lawton  was  seventeen  years  old  when  he  came  to 
this  county.     He  did  a  fair  .share  of  the  work  in  bringing  the  farm 


into  cultivation.  On  the  eighth  day  of  January,  1863,  he  married 
Irena  A.  Piillen.  Mrs.  Lawton  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  ou  the 
tenth  of  July,  1838,  and  was  the  next  to  the  oldest,  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children.  She  has  one  brother  living  at  Nokomis  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  and  three  sisters,  two  of  whom  reside  in  this 
county;  the  remaining  sister  lives  in  Texas.  Her  father,  Elijah  J. 
Pullen  and  her  mother,  Lydia  Ann  Smith,  were  both  natives  of 
New  Jersey,  and  were  married  in  that  state.  From  New  Jersey, 
they  moved  to  I'ennsylvania,  where  they  lived  two  years,  and  about 
the  year  1839  or  1840  came  to  Illinois.  Her  father  was  a  car- 
])enter  by  trade  and  settled  at  Springfield,  where  he  lived  till  about 
the  year  1844,  when  he  removed  to  this  county  and  settled  ou  a 
farm,  on  the  South  Fork  in  Johnson  Township.  This  is  the  farm 
on  which  John  Dappard  now  lives,  in  section  twenty-four,  Johnson 
township.  Deer  and  wolves  were  the  onlv  inhabitants  of  that 
locality,  when  the  Pullen  family  moved  there.  Her  father  built  a 
log-house  and  improved  the  farm,  which  he  sold  to  Dapjiard.  In 
1866,  her  parents  moved  to  Nokomis,  where  they  have  since  resided. 
Mrs.  Lawton  is  now  one  of  the  old  residents  of  Christian  county, 
and  few  now  remain  of  those  who  were  living  in  the  county  at  the 
time  her  father  settled  on  the  South  Fork. 

In  1865,  Mr.  Lawton  moved  to  his  present  location.  He  first 
purchased  eighty  acres,  and  his  farm,  which  is  one  of  the  best 
managed  and  finest  in  the  township,  now  includes  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  He  has  three  children,  Pauline  C,  Lydia  A.  M.,  and 
Almira  I.  Lawton.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  farmers  of  Locust 
township.  He  has  attended  closely  to  his  own  business  affairs  and 
has  taken  no  part  in  public  concerns,  though  he  is  a  sincere  and 
earnest  republican  in  his  politics.  By  his  vote  for  Lincoln  in 
1860,  he  helped  to  elect  the  first  republican  president  this  country 
ever  had. 
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Z.  F.  BATES. 
Mr.  Bates  was  born  in  Sangamon  county,  on  the  V2\\\  day  of 
January,  1836.  The  family  from  which  he  is  descended  is  of  English 
origin,  and  on  first  coming  to  this  country  lived  in  New  England. 
His  father,  Oliver  Bates,  was  born  in  the  state  of  Xew  York,  and 
was  there  married  to  Charity  Buckman,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
state  of  Vermont.  His  father  was  engaged  in  farming  in  St.  Law- 
rence county,  in  New  York,  and  in  the  year  1833  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois and  settled  in  Sangamon  county,  at  Farniington,  ten  miles  west 
of  Springfield.  The  subject  of  this  biography  was  the  fourth  of 
a  family  of  six  children.  From  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  away 
from  home — mostly  employed  in  handling  stock  and  other  similar 
occupations.  In  1860  he  went  to  St.  Josejjh,  Mis.*ouri,  and  during 
the  ne.Kt  two  years  that  place  was  principally  his  home,  though  he 
also  spent  considerable  time  at  Savannah,  in  Andrew  county,  jNIi.s- 
souri.  Part  of  the  time  he  was  also  in  Kansas.  He  came  back  to 
Illinois  in  1862,  and  lived  in  Sangamon  couutv  till  1867,  and  then 
came  to  this  county  and  settled  where  he  now  lives,  on  the  north 
half  of  section  30  of  Locust  township.  He  located  on  raw  prairie 
land.  He  now  owns  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  of  which  lie  in  Johnson  township.  On  the 
13th  of  October,  1868,  he  married  Mrs.  Joanna  S.  Ellis.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Murry,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  H.  Murry  of 
Rosemond  township.  She  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  and 
came  to  this  county  in  1856.  She  was  married  on  the  2d  of  June, 
1865,  to  William  II.  Ellis,  who  died  on  the  22d  of  Feb.,  1866.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bates  have  four  children  living,  Charles  B.,  Roxanna  C,  Mary 
M.  and  Josephine  S.  Their  second  child,  Libbie  A.,  was  born  on  the 
22d  day  of  March,  1871,  and  died  on  the  16th  of  January,  1872. 
Mrs.  Bates  has  also  a  son  by  her  first  marriage,  William  J.  Ellis. 
Mr.  Bates  has  always  been  a  democrat  in  politics,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  his  party  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  served 
two  terms  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Locust  township,  and  also  for 
four  or  five  years  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 


Dr.  J.  S.  C.  CUSSINS. 

Dr.  Cussins,  the  present  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
was  born  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  March  the  24th,  1851.  His 
grandfather  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Muskingum  county. 
His  father  was  Samuel  Cussins,  and  his  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Jane  Careins.  His  mother's  family  had  settled  at  an  early 
date  in  Ohio,  and  was  connected  with  the  St.  Clair  family,  so  that 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  named  James  St.  Clair  C.  Cussins. 
He  was  the  next  to  the  youngest  of  a  fiimily  of  five  children.  In 
1863,  his  father  moved  to  this  state  and  settled  at  Decatur,  where 
he  died  in  1872.  The  Dr.  was  in  his  thirteenth  year  on  coming  to 
Illinois.  He  laid  the  foundation  of  a  good  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ohio  and  of  Decatur.  In  1869,  he  entered  the  Illinois 
Industrial  University,  at  Champaign,  and  was  a  student  in  that  in- 
stitution for  three  years.  He  there,  of  course,  enjoyed  excellent 
educational  advantages,  and  left  the  University  within  a  few  months 
of  the  time  when  he  would  have  graduated.  He  had  begun  teach- 
ing school  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  after  leaving  Champaign  he 
taught  school  in  Macon  county  for  about  three  years  and  a  half 
He  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Drs.  Moore  and  Barnes, 
leading  physicians  of  Decatur,  in  the  year  1873,  and  afterward 
entered  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chicago,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  the  spring  of  1877.  During  the  succeeding  summer  he  practiced 
in  connection  with  his  preceptors  at  Decatur,  and  in  September, 
1877,  located  at  Owaneco,  where  he  has  since  followed  the  practice 
of  his  profession  with   merited  success.       He  was  married  to  Miss 


Ella  Lord  in  January,  1878.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Lord, 
of  Macon  county,  where  she  was  born  and  raised.  In  the  spring  of 
1879,  Dr.  Cussins  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors from  Locust  township.  He  became  one  of  the  active  members 
of  the  Board,  and  on  its  organization  in  the  spring  of  1880  was 
made  its  chairman.  Since  February,  1879,  he  has  carried  on  the 
drug  business  at  Owaneco.  He  is  a  democrat  in  politics,  and  is  a 
man  who  has  made  many  friends  during  his  residence  in  this 
county. 

J.  C.  Hl'NTER. 
Mr.  Hunter  has  been  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Owaneco  since 
1874.  His  ancestors  were  early  residents  of  Pennsylvania.  His 
grandfather,  James  Hunter,  lived  in  Somerset  county  in  that  state, 
and  afterwards  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Tu-:carawas  coun- 
ty, Ohio.  His  paternal  grandmother  was  a  Stewart,  and  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  His  fiuher,  John  Hunter,  was  born  in  Somerset 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  child  on  the  removal  of  the  fami- 
ly to  Ohio.  He  sub.sequently  removed  to  Hamilton  county,  in  the 
same  state,  and  married  Mary  W.  Day,  who  was  boru  in  Hamilton 
county.  J.  C.  Hunter  was  the  second  of  a  family  often  children 
by  this  marriage,  and  was  born  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  within 
six  miles  of  Cincinnati,  on  the  twenty-third  of  July,  1846.  He  ob- 
tained his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  part  of  the  state 
in  which  he  was  born  and  raised.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  and  served  during  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion. He  was  enrolled  in  Company  C,  138th  regiment  Ohio  in- 
fantry, on  the  first  day  of  May,  1864.  His  regiment  was  attached 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  he  saw  his  first  sjrviceat  Arlington 
Heights,  opposite  Washington,  and  from  there  his  regiment  was 
sent  down  with  the  forces  to  operate  against  Richmond.  During 
the  summer  of  1864,  his  regiment  was  stationed  on  the  Appomattox, 
and  from  there  was  dispatchetl  to  the  Peninsula,  where  he  was  at- 
tacked with  typhoid  fever  and  confined  in  the  hospital  six  weeks. 
He  was  mustered  out  in  September,  1864,  and  returned  to  Ohio. 
From  Ohio  he  came  to  Richland  county,  in  this  state,  to  which  his 
father  had  moved  with  his  family.  Mr.  Hunter  was  married  in 
Richland  county  on  the  third  of  April,  1«72,  to  Agnes  M.  Robin- 
son, daughter  of  J.  P.  Robinson.  While  in  Richland  county  he 
was  farming,  teaching  school,  and  for  one  year  carried  on  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Fairview.  In  the  spriug  of  1874,  he  came  to 
this  county  and  began  the  mercantile  business  at  Owaneco,  in  part- 
nership with  H.  Craver.  Since  1876  he  has  been  carrying  on  the 
store  alone.  He  has  been  Post-master  at  Owaneco  ever  since  he 
established  himself  in  business  in  the  town.  In  polities  he  has  been 
a  republican.  He  is  known  as  one  of  the  re})reseutative  business 
men  of  this  part  of  the  county,  and  a  merchant , of  enterprise  and 
liberality. 


WILLIAM  BICKERDIKE 

Was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  on  the  nineteenth  of  October, 
1838.  His  father  was  John  Bickerdike,  and  his  mother  Hannah 
Brigg.s.  He  was  the  seventh  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  composed 
of  seven  boys  and  two  girls.  In  the  spring  of  1843  the  family  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Pike  county,  in  this 
state,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  principally  raised.  Wheil 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  he  began  farming  for  himself  in  Pike 
county.  He  accumulated  sufficient  money  to  buy  eighty  acres  of 
land,  and  was  married  on  the  twentieth  of  August,  1865,  to  Mary 
A.  Dusenbury,  who  was  born  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
twelfth  of  M.ay,  1840.     Her  father's  name  was  Samuel  Dusenburv, 
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mill  her  mother'.-  iiuiiilen  iiaiiK'  was  Susan  Swallow.  Her  father  \«- 
ealf.l  ill  Pike  e.Miiily,  in  this  state,  in  185:3,  moved  to  Christian 
county  in  1865,  and  is  now  farming  in  Paua  township.  Mr.  Biek- 
erdike,  in  1870,  hecame  a  resident  of  thi.s  county.  He  now  owns  a 
farm  of  160  acres,  in  section  twenty-five  of  township  twelve,  range 
one  west.  He  has  four  children  name<l  Charles  Louis,  Cora  Eliza- 
beth, James  Arthur  and  William  Watson.  He  is  a  man  who  has 
attended  closely  to  his  own  ]irivatc  business  affairs,  and  has  taken  no 
active  part  in  politics.  He  is  an  a<lhereiit  of  neither  political  party, 
but  occupies  an  independent  position,  generally  voting  for  the  man 


whom  ho  considers  best  fitted  for  the  office,  without  regard  to  his 
politics.  His  mother  died  in  Pike  county,  in  March,  1876,  and  his 
father  a  year  afterward,  in  March,  1877.  Four  of  his  brothers 
served  in  the  Union  army  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  all  of 
them  in  Illinois  regiments.  One  of  them,  George  Bickerdike,  was 
a  memlier  of  the  second  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  was  killed  in  an  en- 
gageniont  at  Hollv  Springs,  Mississippi.  Three  others  were  in  the 
seventy-third  Illinois  regiment.  Two  of  his  brothers  reside  in  Polk 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  the  remainder  of  his  brothers  and  sisters 
now  living  are  in  Pike  countv,  Illinois. 


K1XC4    TOWNSHIP. 


riS  situated  in  the  extreme  south-western  jiart  of  Christian 

county,  and  comprises  an  area  of  territory  twelve  miles 

'iJ^il     long  by  three  miles  wide.      It  is  composed  of  the  east 

iialf  of  township  11-4  and  12-4,  and  contains  thirty-six 

square  miles  or  20,040  acres  of  rich  productive  prairie;  it  is  drained 
by  Bear  Creek,  Prairie  Fork,  and  Clear  Creek,  whose  waters  flow 
north  and  north-east,  and  empty  into  the  South  Fork  of  the  San- 
gamon. King  is  bounded  on  the  north  liy  South  Fork,  east  by 
Bear  Creek  and  Kicks  townships,  south  and  west  by  IMontgomery 
county. 

The  Wabash,  St.  Louis  and  Pacific  railway  enters  (T.  11-4  in 
the  south-east  corner  of  King)  on  section  13,  and  leaves  the  town- 
ship on  section  34  at  Harvel.  A  portion  of  the  village  of  Harvel 
is  platted  on  section  34  of  this  township.  King  originally  formed 
a  part  of  Bear  Creek  jireciuct.  The  lands  were  originally  surveyed 
bv  the  U.  S.  authorities  about  the  year  1819.  But  for  many  years^ 
even  after  the  organization  of  the  county,  it  remained  compara- 
tively unsettled.  Being  remote  from  any  market,  it  was  uniu. 
vitino-  to  the  tiller  of  the  soil.  But  as  the  wave  of  emigration 
reached  its  borders,  its  soil  too  in  later  years  was  subdued  and 
covered  with  farm-houses,  together  with  those  adjuncts  of  civiliza- 
tion,— churches  and  sehool-houseS. 

On  the  adoption  of  township  organization  in  1866,  it  formed  a 
separate  township  and  was  named  King,  in  compliment  to  the 
Kini'-  family  who  were  early  residents.  An  election  was  held  April 
3,  1866,  for  its  officers.  Wm.  A.  Potts  was  chosen  first  Supervisor. 
Thos.  F.  Potts  and  Jesse  J.  King  were  elected  first  Justices  of  the 
Peace. 

A  lake  or  large  swamp  lies  in  thesouth-cast  part  of  the  township, 
in  parts  of  sections  35  and  36,  classed  under  the  head  of  .swamp 
lands. 

The  land  in  the  north  half  of  the  township  is  owned  by  various 
persons,  and  is  thickly  settled,  whilst  that  on  the  south  side  is 
mostly  owned  by  large  land  speculators.  These  lands  are  occupied 
by  tenants  on  lease. 

King  contains  no  town  within  its  borders.  Palmer,  Morrisonville, 
and  Harvel  are  the  towns  nearest  to  it,  where  most  of  the 
marketing  is  done.  This  township  voted  S5000  in  aid  of  the 
"  Decatur  and  E.  St.  Louis  Railroad,"  now  called  Waba.sh,  St. 
Louis  and  Pacific  Railway.  At  the  presidential  election  in  1876, 
it  ca,st  a  total  vote  of  192 — indicating  a  population  of  nearly  1000. 
In  1870  the  census  showed  a  population  of  413. 

The  first  land  entered  in  King  township  as  appears  on  the  county 
records  is  as  follows:   T.  11-4,  Sept.  18,  1851,  James  McKiuney, 


S.  E.  half  of  N.  W.  quarter,  Sec.  35,  40  acres ;  Nov.  28,  1851 
James  E.  Happer,  N.  E.  quarter,  Sec  1,  160  acres.  T.  12-4,  Oct. 
17,  1851,  Arthur  Bradshaw,  W.  half,  (lot  2),  N.  W.  quarter,  Sec. 
3,  40  ,™  acres  ;  Nov.  18,  1851,  Henry  Parrish,  (lot  1),  N.  W.  quarter, 
Sec.  3,  80  acres  ;  H  half,  ( lot  2 ),  X.  W.  quarter,  Sec.  3,  40  m  acres ; 
W.  half,  (lot  1 ),  N.  E.  quarter,  Sec.  3,  40  acres.  Nov.  18,  1851, 
Wm.  Clower,  S.  W.  quarter.  Sec.  3,  160  acres,  and  S.  E.  quarter, 
Sec.  3,  160  acres. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  town-ship  officers: 

Supervisors. — W.  A.  Potts,  elected  1866,  re-elected  '67  and  '68  ; 
Wm.  Wells,  1869  ;  Chas.  H.  Van  Dike,  1870,  re-elected  71  '72  '73 
and  '74;  F.  F.  Potts,  1875;  G.  W.  Lowrance,  1876;  D.  H.  Jack- 
son, 1877,  re-elected  '78  and  '79;  J.  J.  Carey,  1880. 

Assessors. — T,  F.  Clower,  1876  ;  John  C.  Clower,  1877,  re-elected 
'78,  '79  and  '80. 

Collectors. — Samuel  Lemnion,  elected  1866  ;  C.  H.  Van  Dike, 
1867,  re-elected  '68  and  '69  ;  O.  H.  Parrish,  1870  ;  J.  H.  Kent, 
1871 ;  D.  H.  Jackson,  1872  ;  E.  L.  Van  Dike,  1873  ;  G.  N.  Albin, 
1874;  C.  K.  Doyle,  1875;  Israel  Morton,  1876;  J.  S.  Morton, 
1877 ;  J.  JI.  King,  1878  ;  J.  S.  Morton,  1879 ;  Henry  McGee,  Jr.,  1880. 

Totvii  Clerh. — G.  N.  Albin,  1876,  re-elected  each  succeeding  year 
up  to  1879 ;  I.  S.  Morton,  1880. 

Coinmi^siofiers  of  Highways. — E.  L.  Van  Dike,  1876;  W.  Wells, 
D.  L.  Whight  and  R.  H.  Shiflet,  1877  ;  Je.sse  Hanon,  1878  ;  T.  C. 
Morton,  1879  ;   R.  H.  Shiflet,  1880. 

Constables.— C.  C.  Young,  elected  in  1876  ;  William  Spratt  and 
A.  J.  Nash,  1877  ;  W.  S.  Lorton,  1879 ;  C.  C.Young,  re-elected  1880. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — Thomas  F.  Potts,  elected  in  1866,  removed, 
and  Jesse  J.  King,  '66 ;  W.  A.  Potts,  '67  ;  W.  A.  Potts  and  Stephen 
Alexander,  '70  ;  John  A.  Curry,  '72 ;  Jesse  Hanon  and  John  A. 
Curry,  '73 ;  John  A.  Curry  and  A.  May,  '77. 

As  King  is  the  most  recently  settled  township  in  the  county  there 
are  few  old  settlers  living  in  it.  Capt.  Jesse  Hanon,  son  of  Martin 
Hanon,  the  first  settler  of  Christian  county,  was  born  in  1830,  and 
is  among  the  oldest  native-born  citizens  of  the  county.  He,  how- 
ever, has  lived  in  King  township  but  a  few  years.  His  wife, 
Missouri  A.  Minnis,  became  a  resident  of  this  county  in  1833. 
Among  the  leading  farmers  may  be  mentioned  J.  H.  Adams,  M. 
F.  Cheeuey,  W.  A.  Potts  and  Hatten  Gaskins.  A  lithographic 
view  of  the  farms  and  residences  of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Gaskins 
can  be  seen  on  another  page  of  this  work.  The  inhabitants  of  King 
are  an  intelligent,  energetic  and  thrifty  class  of  people,  and  in  a  few 
years  they  will  make  this  section  one  of  the  best  and  most  produc- 
tive agricultural  districts  of  the  county. 


Farm  &  Residence  OF  J   H    ADAMS    Sec  '^  l    h.      ^    f  Range  4-  Chr  st  anCo  la 
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Maetix  Hasox,  Capt.  Hanon's  lather,  was  the  first  settler  in 
Christian  county.  He  first  settled  in  Illinois,  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  state,  near  the  Wabash  river,  in  the  year  1812.  In  1818  ho 
came  to  what  is  now  Christian  county,  and  made  a  settlement  near 
Taylorville.  A  full  account  of  his  coming  to  this  county  is  found 
in  its  appropriate  place  in  the  history  of  the  pioneer  settlements. 
His  home  was  in  this  county  from  181^  till  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred near  Sharpsburg,  on  the  5tli  of  April,  1879,  when  he  was 
only  a  month  less  than  eighty  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man  i  if  temper- 
ate and  abstemious  habits,  had  inherited  an  excellent  physical  consti- 
tution, and  in  his  old  age  enjo3'ed  unusual  physical  and  mental 
vigor.  When  about  forty-eight  years  old,  while  working  with  a 
carpenter's  adze,  he  seriously  wounded  his  knee,  and  lamed  himself 
for  life.  Previous  to  the  occurrence  of  this  accident  he  had  never 
taken  a  particle  of  medicine  from  a  physician.  He  was  a  man  who 
had  acquired  a  marked  character  for  honesty  and  integrity,  and  who 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  friends  and  neighbors  in  no  ordinary 
degree.  He  was  modest  in  deportment,  and  though  frequently 
solicited  to  occupy  public  office  (fur  which  he  was  well  qualified  by 
his  education  and  natural  ability)  he  invariably  preferred  the  quiet 
of  private  life,  and  always  refused.     At  every  election  he  voted  the 


dem.ieratic  ticket.  In  his  earlier  life  he  adhered  to  the  theological 
doctrines  of  the  Old  School  Baptist  denomination,  but  gradually 
drifted  into  a  belief  in  Universalism.  He  was  married  in  Kentucky, 
to  Sarah  Miller,  who  died  in  1861.  By  her  he  had  ten  children, 
five  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz. :  Jesse  Hanon,  of  King  township, 
the  oldest  son ;  Susau  Hanon,  now  residing  in  Barton  county, 
Kansas,  the  wife  of  G.  R.  Sharp,  of  Sharpsburg ;  Cyrena,  who  mar- 
ried Seth  Mason  of  Sharpsburg  ;  and  Elijah  A.  Hanon,  who  now 
lives  at  Larned,  in  Pawnee  county,  Kansas. 

Cajit.  .Jesse  Hanon  was  born  on  the  South  fork  of  Sangamon 
river,  seven  miles  north-west  of  Taylorville,  on  the  14th  of  April, 
1830.  With  one  or  two  possible  exceptions,  he  is  now  the  oldest 
born  citizen  living  in  Christian  county.  In  childhood  he  had  only 
limited  advantages  for  obtaining  an  education.  He  attended  school 
altogether  about  thirteen  months,  part  of  which  time  was  at  so  early 
an  age  that  the  schooling  was  of  no  real  benefit.  Previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  town  of  Taylorville,  his  father  had  moved  to  a 
farm  now  within  the  present  limits  of  the  town,  and  Capt.  Hanon 
well  remembers  the  building  of  the  first  house  from  which  Taylor- 
ville dates  its  growth.  He  learned  to  plow  on  ground  now  taken 
up  by  the  residence  portion  of  the  town.     He  lived  at  home  till  his 
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iiiani:i-r   In   .Mi>.- Missouri  Ann   .A[innis.  when  he   wi'nt  tu  furming 
fur  iiirnsclfin  Taylnrville  township. 

At  the  lireiiking  out  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  A,  115th  Illinois  regiment.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Butler, 
at  Springfield,  on  the  13th  of  September,  18(52,  as  2d  Lieut.  The 
.same  fall  his  regiment  was  ordered  to  Kentucky,  and  was  statioue<l 
at  Covington,  Lexington,  Richmond,  and  Danville,  in  that  state,  in 
succession.  In  Fel)ruary,  1803,  the  regiment  moved  to  Nashville, 
and  sulvsefiuently  a.ssisted  in  constructing  the  fortifications  at  Frank- 
lin. On  the  resignation,  at  this  place,  of  the  adjutant  of  the  regi- 
ment, he  was  appointed  acting  adjutant.  He  had  been  promoted 
to  1st  lieutenant,  while  in  Kentucky.  After  spending  two  or 
three  weeks  of  the  summer  of  1863  in  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  he 
rejoined  his  regiment  at  War  Trace,  Tennessee,  and  was  placed  on 
staff  duty  as  the  provost  marshal  of  the  1st  Brigade  of  the  1st  Di- 
vision of  the  Reserve  Army  Corps,  under  Gen.  Gordon  Granger. 
The  brigade  was  commanded  by  Col.  Champion,  and  afterward 
by  Gen.  Wliitaker.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Cliiokamauga,  on  the 
20th  of  September,  1863,  and  was  taken  pri.soner  by  the  Confede- 
rate forces.  He  was  a  prisoner  in  the  Southern  Confederacy  for 
seventeen  months  and  ten  days,  during  which  time  he  was  an  in- 
mate of  the  rebel  prisons  at  Richmond,  (where  he  was  confined  in 
the  notorious  Libby  prison) ;  at  Danville,  Virginia,  Macon, 
Georgia,  Savannah,  and  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  where  he  was 
placed  by  the  rebels  under  fire  of  the  Union  guns,  to  prevent  the 
Federal  forces  from  bombarding  the  town  ;  at  Columbia,  South 
Carolina,  and  Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  He  was  exchanged  at 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  and  after  reaching  the  Union  lines 
returned  to  Christian  county.  After  remaining  at  home  three  weeks 
he  reported  for  duty  at  Camp  Chase,  in  Ohio,  and  after  remaining 
there  for  a  time,  rejoined  hLs  regiment  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  On 
the  11th  of  June,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  at  Nashville,  and  re- 
ceived his  discharge  at  Camp  Butler,  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month 
he  had  been  promoted  Captain,  his  commi.ssion  dating  from  the 
20th  of  September,  18C3,  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  in 
which  he  was  captured. 

On  returning  to  Christian  county  he  resumeil  farming.  For  the 
last  ten  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  King  township.  He  held 
the  oftice  of  School  Commissioner,  and  for  two  terms  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  once  in  Taylorville  township,  and  once  in  King 
township.  He  formerly  was  a  member  of  the  democratic  party, 
but  during  the  war  he  became  a  republican.  He  is  a  man  of  ori- 
ginality and  liberality  of  thought.  His  views  on  religious  subjects 
are  advanced  and  progressive.  While  he  accepts  the  Scriptures  as 
a  historic  statement  of  facts,  which  undoubtedly  transpired,  and  are 
a3  correct  as  any  records  written  at  such  times,  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, could  well  be,  still  he  regards  the  books  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments  as  purely  human,  and  not  difl'erent  from  any  other 
literary  productions.  Their  authors  doubtless  considered  them- 
selves inspired,  but  their  inspiration  was  simply  that  of  Shake- 
speare and  Milton  and  Dante.  If  God  had  actually  spoken  face  to 
face  with  man  he  thinks  it  probable  that  He  would  have  warned  and 
commanded  them  against  some  of  the  great  evils  of  society,  such 
as  slavery  and  polygamy,  instead  of  giving  minute  instructions  con- 
cerning the  useless  details  of  the  old  Jewish  ritual.  He  is  an 
earnest  believer  in  the  principles  of  morality,  and  is  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  abstinence  from  intoxicating  liquors,  and  of  temperance  in 
every  respect,  but  controverts  the  theological  ideas  which  enter  into 
the  belief  of  orthodox  churches.  He  is  a  sincere  admirer  of  that 
great  sentiment  of  Thornxs  Paine — "  The  world  is  my  country,  and 
to  do  good  ray  religion." 


JO.SIAS  H.  ADAMS. 
Thi.-*  gentleman,  who  is  now  farming  in  King  township,  was 
formerly  for  a  long  number  of  years  engaged  in  the  hat  business,  at 
Springfield.  His  father,  Josias  Adams,  was  descended  from  the 
old  Adams  family  which  has  been  so  prominently  connected  with 
this  cmintry,  and  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  learned  the  trade  of  a 
hatter.  From  Wilmington  he  emigrated  to  West  Virginia,  then  a 
wild  and  unsettled  country.  He  married  Hannah  ISIoore,  whose 
family  was  of  English  origin,  and  was  well  connected  in  Virginia. 
Mr.  Adams'  father  became  an  extensive  land-owner,  owning  17,000 
acres  in  one  tract  alone  and  19,000  in  another,  and  a  man  of  a 
great  deal  of  wealth.  Most  of  this  large  estate  still  belongs  to  the 
heirs.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Clarksburg,  in 
Harrison  county.  West  Virginia,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1817,  and  lived 
at  that  place  till  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  At  that  time  there 
were  no  public  schools  in  existence,  and  Mr.  Adams  attended  pri- 
vate pay  schools  in  his  native  town.  One  of  the  instructors  whom 
he  principally  remembers  was  an  Irishman,  of  small  stature, — a 
bachelor,  who  tried  to  inculcate  the  principles  of  reading,  writing 
and  arithmetic  in  the  minds  of  his  pupils.  Mr.  Adams  was  a  boy 
of  some  size  and  considerable  strength  when  he  went  to  school  to 
the  Irishman,  and  one  day  when  the  teacher  attempted  to  chastise 
him,  as  Mr.  Adams  thought  wrongly,  for  some  mischievous  con- 
duct, he  gave  battle  to  the  school-master  who  got  the  worst  of  the 
encounter  and  found  himself  sprawling  on  the  floor.  Some  of  Mr. 
Adams'  brothers  adopted  professions  and  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. One  attended  the  military  academy  at  West  Point,  three 
studied  law,  and  one  became  a  merchant. 

When  sixteen  he  left  home,  and  during  the  next  ten  years  was 
living  for  short  periods  at  difterent  points  in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  Part  of  the  time  he  was 
working  at  his  trade  of  a  hatter,  which  he  had  learned  with  his 
father  at  Clarksburg,  and  which  he  followed  in  nearly  all  the  im- 
portant towns  then  in  existence  in  the  West.  After  working  for 
various  firms  in  St,  Louis,  in  1844  he  came  to  Springfield,  Illinois, 
with  the  purpose  of  permanently  locating  there.  Springfield  was 
then  a  place  of  only  four  or  five  thousand  inhabitants.  He  bought 
out  all  the  hat  stores  in  Springfield,  and  embarked  in  the  business 
(juite  extensivelv.  Some  of  the  shops  had  previously  employed 
three  or  four  hands,  and  Mr.  Adams  managed  them  all  in  one 
establishment,  having  as  many  as  eighteen  or  twenty  hands  in  his 
employment.  He  carried  on  this  business  in  Springfield  for  up- 
wards of  thirty  years.  In  the  year  1844  occurred  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Harriet  Taft,  who  was  born  in  Addison  county,  Vermont,  on 
the  18th  of  April,  1822.  Her  ancestors  came  from  England,  and 
settled  on  Long  Island  at  a  period  previous  to  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Her  paternal  grandmother  was  Ann  Cook,  a  relative  of  the 
celebrated  Capt.  Cook,  the  great  English  navigator.  Mrs.  Adams' 
grandfather  bought  large  tracts  of  land  in  Vermont,  to  which  he 
removed  after  the  Revolutionary  war.  Her  father,  Josiah  Taft, 
raised  a  company  of  men  and  served  in  the  war  of  1812  against 
Great  Britain.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  where  he 
received  a  serious  wound,  half  of  his  foot  being  shot  away,  by 
which  he  was  maimed  for  life.  After  the  death  of  !Mrs.  Adams' 
father,  her  mother  moved,  with  her  two  children,  to  Illinois,  and 
settled  at  Springfield.  Mrs.  Atlams  was  then  a  girl  of  sixteen. 
Her  older  brother,  William  Taft,  had  emigrated  to  Illinois  at  an 
early  date  and  settled  at  Rochester,  in  Sangamon  county,  where  he 
became  the  owner  of  a  large  body  of  rich  land. 

Several  years  ago  Mr.  Adams  had  purchased  a  quarter  section  of 
land  in  King  township,  to  which  he  concluded  to  remove  on  re- 
linquishing the  hat  busin&ss  at  Springfield.    He  had  no  previous 
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experience  in  farming,  with  the  exception  of  some  work  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Virginia.  Since  his  residence  in  the  county  he 
has  made  constant  improvements  on  his  farm,  an  illustration  of 
which  is  shown  elsewhere.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Adams  have  been  the 
parents  of  seven  children.  The  oldest  daughter,  Phu'be,  is  the  wife 
of  C.  C.  Cromwell,  of  Springfield  ;  Emma  married  William  Gill,  a 
merchant  of  Jacksonville;  Annie  is  the  wife  of  P.  C.  Sloan,  of 
Tuscola,  the  circuit  clerk  of  Douglas  county;  Lizzie  married  B.  F. 
Conner.  The  next  daughter,  Jessie  F.,  died  on  the  2.5th  of  De- 
cember, 1878,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two;  Joseph  H.,  the  oldest  .son, 
died  on  the  2d  of  January,  1875,  from  an  accident  occasioned  by 
the  discharge  of  a  gun,  while  he  was  hunting.  He  was  a  young 
man  of  brilliant  promise,  and  was  preparing  for  a  collegiate  course 
at  the  time  of  his  death.     Maud  is  the  youngest  child. 

Mr.  Adams  is  known  as  a  man  of  good  business  capacity  and 
strict  integrity.  Among  Mrs.  Adams"  characteristics  is  a  praise- 
worthy energy  and  perseverance,  which  well  fits  her  to  be  the  head 
of  a  household.  In  politics,  Mr.  Adams  was  first  a  whig,  and  voted 
for  Harrison,  in  1840.  Before  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  he  became 
a  republican,  and  in  1860  had  the  pleasure  of  casting  his  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  an  old  acquaintance  and  customer,  at  Spring- 
field. 


HATTEN  GASKINS. 
Among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  North  King  township,  Mr.  Hatten 
Gaskius  deserves  special  mention.  He  is  a  native  of  Saline  county, 
in  this  state,  and  was  born  on  the  6th  of  May,  183-5.  Wilson  Gaskins, 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Howard  county, 
Kentucky.  His  father,  grandfather  of  Hatten  Gaskins,  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Kentucky.  Wilson  Gaskins  was  one  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  and  removed  from  Kentucky  to  a  wild  and  thinly 
settled  territory,  but  which  has  since  become  the  great  and  prosper- 
ous state  of  Illinois.  He  settled  in  what  was  GaHatin  county,  but 
afterwards  became  a  part  of  Saline  county,  in  about  the  year  1812. 
We  have  no  data  by  which  to  fix  the  exact  date,  but  as  nearly  as 
can  be  a.scertained,  in   the  year   1818   he  was   married  to    Lydia 


Bracken.  Eleven  children  have  been  born  to  them,  six  boys  and 
five  girls,  nine  of  whom  still  survive,  and  of  these  seven  are  living 
in  this  state.  One  brother  is  now  living  in  Mi.ssouri,  and  one  is 
steamboating  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

Hatten  Gaskins  moved  from  Saline  to  Montgomery  countv,  ancl 
from  Montgomery  to  Christian  cnuuty  in  the  spring  of  1861,  and 
bought  a  farm  of  240  acres,  to  which  by  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment he  has  added  until  he  has  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in 
Christian  county.  On  Christmas  day,  in  the  year  1857,  he  was 
married  to  Delia  Davis.  Her  father,  Moses  Davis,  was  a  native  of 
Vermont.  He  descended  from  the  hardy  pioneers  of  New  England. 
Her  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was 
with  Ethan  Allen,  in  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga.  He  had  the  con- 
tract to  furnish  poles  for  the  first  telegraph  line  in  the  United 
States.     He  came  west  and  died  in  1872. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaskins  eight  children  have  been  born,  four  of 
whom  are  dead  and  the  others  are  living  at  home.  Like  all  pio- 
neer settlers  of  a  new  country,  ^Mr.  Gaskins  had  poor  advantages 
for  obtaining  an  education.  He  built  the  first  .school-house  in  King 
township,  in  1857,  and  thus  manifested  the  desire  that  the  rising 
generation  should  not  be  deprived  of  privileges  of  which  he  had  so 
much  felt  the  need. 

He  and  his  wife  have  been  members  of  the  M.  E.  church  for  a 
great  many  years,  uniting  with  the  society  when  they  held  meetino-s 
in  a  log  school-house.  Now  the  services  are  held  in  a  neat,  com- 
modious frame  building  in  the  northern  part  of  the  towuship. 

In  politics,  he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  democratic 
party,  but  has  not  been  so  closely  tied  that  he  could  not  vote  for  a 
good  man  of  any  party. 

Mr.  Gaskins  is  a  good  example  of  what  a  man  may  accomplish  by 
persevering  efforts.  He  and  his  good  wife  started  in  life  without 
any  capital  except  stout  hearts  and  a  determination  to  succeed,  and 
they  have  accumulated  property  until  now  they  are  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances. Mr.  Gaskins  is  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who 
know  him,  and  is  one  of  those  men  who  by  aiding  every  laudable 
enterprise,  is  a  benefit  to  the  comraunitv  in  which  he  lives. 
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MOSQUITO    TOWNSHIP. 


HIS  township  embraces  all  of  town  15,  Range  1  West, 
together  with  that  part  of  16-1  W.,  lying  between  the 
former  and  the  Sangamon  river.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
uorth  by  the  Sangamon  river,  east  by  ]\Iacon  county, 
south  by  Stonington,  west  by  Mt.  Auburn  township.  It  is  drained 
by  Mosquito  creek,  which  enters  the  township  on  section  13,  and 
runs  in  a  north-westerly  direction  to  the  Sangamon  river.  In  the 
early  times  the  borders  of  this  stream  were  greatly  infected  with 
mosquitoes,  and  it  was  from  them  that  the  creek  derived  its  name. 
Mosquito  township  originally  formed  a  part  of  "  Mt.  Auburn  Pre- 
cinct," and  remained  in  this  connection  for  many  years,  and  until 
the  adoption  of  township  organization  in  1866.  Among  the  early 
settlers  were  the  following  ;  some  of  whom  could  antedate  the  "  deep 
snow."  James  Saunders  came  in  1825 ;  Thomas  Russell,  John 
White,  Truman  White,  1832 ;  Jacob  Wydick,  Elias  Copenbarker, 
came  in  1830 ;  James  Fletcher,  1833  ;  father  of  Grifiin  T.  Fletcher, 


1833;  Martin  White,  A.  D.  Northcutt,  W.  H.  Masterson,  1835; 
John  G.  Fletcher,  in  1830  ;  R.  B.  Osborn,  in  1830 ;  and  Berry 
Rose.  !Most  of  these  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mosquito  creek. 
Jas.  T.  and  Wm.  Armstrong,  came  in  1841.  James  Saunders,  the 
old  pioneer  backwoodsman,  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  this  town- 
ship. He  was  noted  as  being  a  great  deer  hunter,  and  a  man  of 
strong  character.  Mosquito  was  also  noted  as  the  early  home  of 
"  poor  ilartin  White,"  of  Kansas  fame.  His  farm  is  now  owned  by 
jNIoses  Stafford.  He  was  a  Predestinarian  Baptist  preacher,  and 
was  a  strong  believer  in  the  doctrine  that  a  man  will  not  die  till 
his  time  comes.  He  was  a  correct  type  of  the  backwoods  preacher, 
and  when  preaching  in  warm  weather,  would  lay  ofl'  hLs  coat,  open 
his  shirt  collar,  turn  up  his  sleeves,  and  fairly  make  the  woods  ring 
with  his  stentorian  voice.  Martin  White  was  the  first  representa- 
tive from  this  county  in  the  legislature,  in  1840.  He  seems  to  have 
attained  to  some  notoriety.     The  following  "  card  "  of  Mr.  White, 
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a].p.;irc<l  in  ilic  Si.rhiL'tiil.l  -Journal,"  of  February  19th,  1841.  It 
savs.  "  Wr  i-hccrfully  iii^iTt  the  fommuuicatiou uf  Mr.  White,  Rei)- 
reseiilativc  from  Cliristiaii  (.•oiiiity,  in  answer  to  some  remarks  re- 
specting his  official  comluct,  in  the  last  issue  of  the  paper.  We 
most  certainly  excuse  liis  bad  grammar  and  spelling.  We  have  no 
longer  any  cause  to  wonder  that  he  should  refuse  to  obey  his  con- 
stituents ;"  lie  is  certainly  just  such  a  man  as  we  should  naturally 
expect  would  treat  his  constituents  with  '• 'contempt.' " 

KEPRESEXTATIVi;    W  HITE's    LETTEK. 

■' Spriiir,f!fhh  I''!'-  ^■'■tK  IJ^Jl- 
"To  tlie  Kditor  of  the  San;iamun  .l^nininl. 

p,u._I  se  A  Card  in  your  paper  the  11  fif  Febuary  :  In  wliich 
it  had  sum  Direct  alusion  to  my  vote  on  the  judiciary.  Vou  stated 
that  1  was  Instructed  By  a  majority  of  my  Constitants  to  vote 
Against  the  Judiciary  Bill,  and  that  I  would  feel  the  Pangs  of  my 
Insulte'd  Constitants,  thare  was  a  majority  of  names  on  the  defi'erent 
Petetions  :  But  tha  ware  mostly  whigs  and  i  did  not  no  That  tha 
Put  thare  uaims  to  the  Petitions  Purticuhir  those  from  Christian 
so  Far  I  under.stand  that  a  Curtan  Whig  who  Lives  in  springfield 
■went  to  Christian  Co.  with  the  Petition  to  get  my  Constitants  to  in- 
struct rae  to  go  against  the  Bill  And  Buy  lying  he  got  Cum  of  my 
DimoCratiC  friends  to  sine  it.  But  I  want  this  Springfield  Junto 
to  understand  that  tha  Cant  Cum  it  l-'or  I  wont  obey  the  Proscrip- 
shuu  of  this  Springfield  wig  Junto,  the  Plans  ware  all  made  out  in 
Springfield  without  My  Constitants  asking  for  it  And  then  the 
Black  lage  boo  tuck  Thoas  Petitions  ware  a  shaimed.  to  give  me  the 
Petitions.  I  don't  no  but  what  that  .scoundral  forged  the  names 
that  was  on  the  Petition  that  he  CerCulated— now  I  will  give  my 
reasons  for  not  obeying  the  InStruCtious,  the  reason  Is  the  Peti- 
tions ware  gotten  up  in  Springfield  and  unCaled  for  By  my  Con- 
stituants  and  a  great  menny  of  them  had  not  herd  of  it  tel  the  Pe- 
tition ware  Presented  to  them  and  then  it  ware  very  rougley  stated 
and  false  statements  maid  concerning  it 

Now  Mr  Editor  i  think  those  silk  glove  and  Rutfell  shirt  dandys 
about  Springfield  Hoo  have  never  got  thare  bred  by  the  swet  of 
thare  Brow  will  liegin  to  find  that  Tha  Cant.  (Aim  it  over  the  lalxir- 
ing  Class  of  Commnity 

"  A  word  to  you  Mr  Editor — now  Sir  I  think  you  will  find  a  nuft" 
to  doe  if  you  will  tend  to  your  own  bisness.  And  keep  your  own 
house  swept  and  garnished  '  First  take  the  Beem  out  of  thine  own 
eye  and  then  you  can  ce  to  take  the  mote  out  of  Thy  brothers  eye 
I  will  Conclude  for  the  present  by  saiing  to  you  if  you  Pour  out 
enny  more  of  your  slang  About  me  I  will  expose  The  Conduct  of 
your  Whig  clan  excuse  my  grammar  and  bad  spellin  as  I  am  a 
hoam  spun  farmer  and  have  but  Little  Education,  and  have  smiie- 
thing  Else  to  do  besides  lisniug  to  the  slang  of  your  1ilue  light 
federal  Paper.  M.    White" 

In  reference  to  the  above  The  Hei/Uter  of  Feb.  19th,  1841,  .says 
"  Kep.  White  had  not  been  in.structed  by  a  majority  of  his  constitu- 
ents ;  and  as  to  whig  instructions,  said  Mr.  White,  'They  need 
not  send  such  documents  to  me.  Previous  to  the  Aug.  Election,  said 
Mr.  White,  these  same  Federal  Gentry  tried  to  instnid  me  to  stay 
at  home,  but  they  couldn't  come  it  then,  and  they  can't  come  it 
now.'  The  Junto  of  Springfield  tried  to  play  a  trick  on  some  of 
the  constituants  of  Mr.  White,  about  some  local  matters,  promis- 
ing them  a  slice  off — of  Old  Sangamon,  if  they  would  instruct 
their  Representative,  but  the  trick  failed." 

The  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  had  an  tu'ganization  on 
Mosquito  at  an  early  day.  In  1838,  they  built  a  C.  P.  church  on 
Berry  Rose's  land.   Elder  Northcutt  says  he  assisted  in  its  building. 


It  was  a  frame — every  stick  of  which  was  hewed  or  shaved.  They 
made  out  to  raise  money  to  buy  nails,  and  glass  for  the  two  small 
windows.     It  burned  down  about  twenty-five  years  ago. 

The  following  amusing  anecdote  is  related  of  James  Saunders  and 
John  G.  Fletcher,  old  pioneer  citizens  of  Mosquito.  The  latter  was 
something  of  a  bee-hunter,  and  on  one  occasion  having  cut  a  large 
bee-tree,  converted  it  into  a  "gum,  "  covered  it  with  a  split  slab  and 
left  it  for  a  more  convenient  time.  Uncle  Jimmy  Saunders,  as  he  was 
always  familiarly  known  in  the  settlement,  as  it  happened,  had  just 
killed  three  deer,  and  finding  the  "gum,"  not  seeing  the  honey^ 
filled  it  up  with  deer  tallow,  thus  to  keep  it  from  the  ravens,  which 
were  plenty — and  somewhat  larger  than  a  crow — since  extinct  in 
this  region.  Fletcher  returning  first  could  not  understand  how 
anvbodv  could  rob  him  of  his  honey,  and  leave  tallow  in  exchange, 
the  latter  being  much  more  valuable. 

Berrv  Rose,  whom  all  the  old  settlers  will  remember,  lived  furth. 
er  up  the  creek.  He  was  fond  of  telling  yarns  about  the  "var- 
ments of  Mosquito."  He  related  one  that  wolves  were  very  numer- 
ous and  very  troublesome.  <!>ne  by  one  they  would  steal  away  his 
geese,  pigs  and  sheep,  and  one  night  he  was  awakened  from  a  profound 
sleep  by  a  noise  in  the  yard  ;  and  on  looking  out,  found  one  of  his 
sheep  running  around  his  cabin  with  a  wolf  after  it,  and  the  dog 
after  the  wolf. 

Zimri  Augur  opened  the  first  farm  on  the  south  side  of  Mosquito, 
lietween  Mt.  Auburn  and  the  Macon  county  line.  He  settled  on 
his  place  November,  18o9  ;  emigrated  from  Connecticut.  His  farm 
lav  one  mile  east  from  !Mt.  Auburn,  now  occupied  by  his  son  An- 
drew L.  Augur.  This  old  resident  died  in  1870,  at  the  ripe  age  of 
78  years. 

On  the  adoption  of  township  organization  in  1866,  "  Mosquito  " 
was  formed  into  a  justice's  precinct,  and  the  place  of  voting  fixed  at 
Eagle  school-house,  on  the  lands  of  R.  B.  Osburn,  where  lived  for- 
ty-five years  ago  the  veteran  pioneer,  Elder  Northcutt.  At  an  elec- 
tion held  April  3d,  1866,  James  Davidson  was  elected  Super- 
visor, Andrew  L.  Augur  and  Jiinathan  A.  Sprague  were  elected 
Justices  of  the  Peace.  Mosquito  has  no  towns  or  villages  within 
its  borders  excepting  a  small  place  called  "  Randellsville,"  in  the 
south-east  corner  of  the  township.  It  formerly  contained  a  Post-of- 
fice, a  church,  school-house  and  several  dwelling-houses.  Blue 
Mound  has  somewhat  dwarfed  its  future  prospects.  Tlie  lauds  of 
this  town.ship  were  originally  surveyed  in  the  summer  of  1821,  by 
William  V.  Rector,  and  the  same  year  township  16 — 1  W.  was  sur- 
veyed by  A.  L.  Langham.  Mosquito,  at  the  Presidential  election, 
in  November,  1876,  cast  a  vote  of  358.  The  first  board  of  school 
Trustees,  in  the  county  were  appointed  by  the  county  Court,  at 
their  second  term  or  meeting  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  1839, 
for  town  15—1  W.  Martin  White,  John  G.  Fletcher  and  Griffin 
T.  Fletcher.  It  was  decided  at  the  same  term  of  the  court  that  the 
Trustees  sell  the  16th  section,  and  the  money  thus  obtained,  to  be 
used  fiir  school  purposes. 

The  first  land  entries  in  this  fownsliip  as  taken  from  the  county 
records,  township  16,  1  west,October  8, 183'2,  Truman  White,  N.  W.  i, 
N.  E.  1  section  35,  40  acres;  John  White,  W.  i  N.  W.  1  section  35, 
80  acres  ;  November  5,  1832,  Accabud  Stamphill,  S.  E.  1  N.  W.  } 
section  28,  40  acres,  township  15 — 1  west,  November  16,  1826,  Ja- 
cob Fletcher,  S.  i  N.  W.  1  section  4,  78.56  acres ;  November  6, 
1829,  MartinWhite,  W.  j  S.  W.  1  section  3,  80 acres;  November 
16, 18'29,  James  Fletcher,  W.  }  S.  E.  1  section4,  80  acres. 
We  append  the  following  list  of  township  officers. 
Supervimrs. — James  Davidson,  elected  1866 ;  E.  H.  Hineliue, 
1867;  IM.  Stafford,  1868;  John  L.  Drennan,  1869,  re-elected 
1870  and  1871  ;    Andrew  L.  Augur,  1872,  re-elected  1873  ;  J.  L. 
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Drennan,  1874,  re-elected  1875, 1876  and  1877  ;  R.  A.  Gray,  1878 ; 
Robert  Gray,  1879 ;  R.  A.  Gray,  1880. 

Assessors. — Elias  Brarael  elected  1860,  J.  A.  Henderson  appoint- 
ed; J.  A.  Heudereon,  J.  L.  Drennan,  Richard  Coliver,  John  Scott, 
George  McQualit_v,  Oliver  AVhite,  1876  ;  H.  T.  Davidson,  1877, 
re-elected  1878,  1879  and  1880. 

Collectors.— B.  D.  Cross,  elected  1866  ;  Henry  C.  Crawford,  1867  ; 
Thomas  J.  Lanton,  1868,  re-elected  each  year  up  to  1875  ;  J.  F. 
Ferguson,  1875  and  1876;  Jesse  Ryan,  1877,  1878  and  1879; 
Robert  Elder,  1880. 

Town  Clerks. — E.  J.  Davidson,  David  Clements,  Joseph  Roberts, 


John  Hughes,  E.  M.  Burns,  W.  T.  AVatts,  J.  F.  Ferguson,  Louis 
Clark,  1876,  and  re-elected  each  succeeding  year. 

Commksioners  of  Hir/hways. — A.  J.  McVey,  Daniel  Daniels, 
William  Leeper,  George  Overraeir,  William  Morgan,  Hezekiah 
Davidson,  Francis  Stewart,  1876  ;  Robert  Elder,  1877  ;  J.  F.  P"er- 
gusou,  1878  ;  J.  L.  Drennan,  1879;  A.  W.  Smart,  1880. 

(Jotutables. — William  Morgan,  now  serving;  J.  R.  Foster,  George 
Noeley  now  serving. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — H.  L.  Hugur,  J.  A.  Sprague,  B.  D.  Cross, 
Ira  Ellis,  F.  M.  Sanders,  E.  M.  Burns,  Samuel  Betz  and  Jewillis 
Wood  elected  in  1877  and  now  servins. 


^^^g^^S^^^^' 


BIOGEAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


Col.  LEONARD  CRAWFORD. 

Col.  Crawford  was  born  in  Westchester  county,  New  York,  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  1805.  On  his  father's  si<le  his  ancestors 
were  Scotch  and  on  his  mother's  Welsh.  His  father,  Caleb  Craw- 
ford, was  also  a  native  of  Westchester  county,  and  served  for  a  short 
time  against  the  British  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Pho>be  Kniffin.  In  the  year  1813,  the  family  moved 
from  Westchester  county.  New  York,  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Col. 
Crawford  remembers  New  York  city,  as  he  passed  through  it  on  his 
way  West,  then  a  boy  eight  years  of  age,  as  a  town  of  about  fortv 
thousand  inhabitants,  confined  to  the  extreme  lower  point  of  Man- 
hattan Island.  All  that  constitutes  a  great  part  of  the  present  me- 
tropolis was  then  a  country  district  where  property  now  worth 
millions  could  be  obtained  on  cheap  terms.  Few  people  expected 
the  city  to  reach  its  present  remarkable  growth.  An  emigrant 
wagon  conveyed  the  family  across  the  Allegheny  mountains  to 
Pittsbui'g,  from  which  place  they  floated  down  the  Ohio  to  Cincin- 
nati in  one  of  the  broad-bottomed  "  Broad-Horns,"  then  used  for 
transportation  on  western  rivers. 

Cincinnati  was  then  on  the  extreme  frontier,  and  a  town  of  less 
than  nine  thousand  inhabitants.  His  father  was  one  of  the  first  men 
to  engage  in  the  pork-packing  business  in  that  city.  For  a  couple 
of  years  he  carried  it  on  quite  extensively.  But  he  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  had  a  strong  inclination  for  agricultural  pursuits. 
The  lands  of  the  Wabash  valle}-  in  Indiana,  known  as  Harrison's 
Purchase,  were  about  that  time  offered  for  sale.  His  father  was  one 
of  a  compan}' which  purchased  from  the  government  the  plat  on 
which  the  city  of  Terre  Haute  now  stands,  and  immediately  set  out 
by  keel  boat  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Wabash  river  to  Fort  Harri- 
son, then  garrisoned  by  United  States  soldiers  as  a  frontier  post. 
This  was  in  the  year  1816.  His  father's  family  was  the  third  to 
settle  in  Vigo  county.  The  place  where  they  located  was  at  the 
head  of  Harrison  prairie,  five  miles  above  the  present  city  of  Terre 
Haute.  Fort  Harrison,  two  miles  and  a  half  above  Terre  Haute, 
was  then  the  principal  military  post  for  the  Northwestern  Territory. 
Gen.  Harrison  was  in  command  and  frequently  visited  the  post. 
Col.  Crawford's  boyhood  was  principally  spent  among  the  Indians, 
with  whom  he  associated  on  terms  of  perfect  friendliness,  even  at 
times  when  a  hostile  feeling  existed  between  the  tribes  and  the  gar- 
rison of  the  fort.  The  Kickapoos,  Miamis,  Delawares  and  Pottawat- 
omies,  then  inhabited  that  locality.     On  one  occasion,  when  the 


settlers  were  all  gathered  together  at  Fort  Harrison,  expecting  an 
attack  from  the  Indians  with  whom  there  had  been  some  serious 
misunderstanding,  the  inmates  of  the  fort  were  reduced  to  great 
straits  by  reason  of  a  lack  of  provisions.  Col.  Crawford,  then  a  boy 
of  eleven  or  twelve,  was  sent  on  horseback  out  through  the  Indian 
camp  and  brought  back  to  the  fort  the  herd  of  cattle  on  which  the 
inmates  relied  for  food.  No  schools  had  of  course  been  established 
in  Indiana  at  that  time.  His  parents  were,  however,  persons  of 
good  information,  and  the  Col.  learned  the  rudiments  of  a  good 
English  education  at  home.  But  his  boyhood  and  youth  was  prin- 
cipallv  spent  amid  the  wild  free  scenes  which  marked  life  on  the 
frontier,  roaming  through  Indian  camps,  hunting,  fishing,  and  en- 
joying to  the  utmost  the  unrestrained  liberty  of  life  in  the  wilderness 
and  on  the  prairie.  His  father's  investments  in  the  Wabash  lands 
proved  unremunerative  and  unfortunate.  He  was  unable  to  meet 
the  successive  payments,  and  finally  lost  almost  the  entire  tract  he 
had  originally  purchased.  It  has,  of  course,  since  become  of  great 
value. 

As  he  grew  older  Col.  Crawford  went  to  farming  for  himself  He 
raised  one  large  crop  of  corn  which  he  sold  for  six  cents  a  bushel. 
The  Wabash  valley  between  Vincenues  and  Terre  Haute  had  by 
that  time  become  (juite  well  settled.  The  farmers  were  accustomed 
to  ship  their  produce  in  flat  boats  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi, 
and  dispose  of  it  in  New  Orleans. 

About  the  year  182.3,  when  he  was  eighteen,  there  came  to  Terre 
Haute  a  Zoological  exhibition  under  the  control  of  Harvey  Bailey, 
a  son  of  the  well-known  Hackaliah  Bailey,  who  exhibited  the  first 
elephant  ever  brought  to  the  United  States,  and  from  it  made  a 
large  fortune.  Hackaliah  Bailey  had  been  i-aised  on  an  adjoining 
fiirm  to  the  Crawforils,  in  A\'estchester  county.  New  York,  and  the 
two  families  had  consequently  been  on  terms  of  some  intimacy. 
Col.  Crawford  was  induced  to  accompany  the  exhibition,  and  he 
thus  began  a  career  which  he  followed  for  several  years,  and  which 
was  the  occasion  of  his  visiting  all  the  inhal)ited  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  his  experiencing  numerous  adventures.  He  proved 
an  apt  man  at  the  business,  and  in  a  few  years  was  made  manager 
of  an  exhibition.  For  a  great  part  of  the  time  he  had  charge  of 
the  advertising.  With  the  Washburns  and  Spencer  Gregory,  of 
New  York,  he  was  a  stockholder  in  a  Zoological  and  Ornithological 
association,  which  at  the  time  of  its  organization  was  the  most  com- 
plete in  the   whole  country.      These  exhibitions  traveled  largely 
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through  the  West  and  South,  and  Col.  Crawford  became  familiar 
with  almost  every  town  and  village  of  importance  in  the  whole 
country  His  winters  were  sjjent  principally  in  the  southern  cities. 
He  was  at  Charleston  during  the  winter  of  1832-3,  at  the  time  of 
the  famous  nullification  excitement.  South  Carolina  was  in  a  fever 
heat,  and  a  conflict  between  the  Federal  and  State  authorities  in 
Charleston  Harbor  was  momentarily  expected.  His  travels  and 
associations  also  made  him  familiar  with  many  occurrences  and  in- 
cidents between  public  men,  which  have  since  become  matters  of 
public  history.  Like  most  men  in  his  position  he  spent  his  money 
freely.  Although  in  the  receipt  of  a  liberal  income  he  saved  com- 
paratively little  from  his  many  years  of  service  in  this  field. 

In  the  year  18-'!8  he  retnrucd  to  Indiana.  In  1839  he  married 
Miss  Corrina  Ann  Durkee,  a  native  of  Vigo  county,  Indiana,  and 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  Durkee,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Vigo 
countv,  and  a  physician  who,  in  those  early  days,  practiced  exteu- 
sivelv  through  the  whole  settled  part  of  the  Wabash  valley.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  on  a  farm  three  miles  from  Terre  Haute. 
His  wife  died  in  January,  184.5. 

After  the  discovery  of  gold  iu  California,  Col.  Crawford  was  among 
the  first  to  make  his  way  across  the  Plains  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 
After  traversing  in  safety  the  vast  region  intervening  between  the 
Missouri  river  and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  then  regarded  as  an  arid 
and  inhospitable  desert,  which  would  always  renuiiu  incapable  of 
cultivation,  he  was  seized  with  a  severe  fever  at  Summit  Spring  near 
the  Summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  He  liappily  recovered.  He 
lay  at  Salt  Lake  City  three  weeks  regaining  his  strength,  (^n  reach- 
ing the  gold  regions  he  undertook  washing  gold  on  the  Rio  de  Las  Cos 
Manos.  He  followed  washing  gold  about  a  year  and  found  it  profit- 
able. The  winter  of  1850-1,  he  visited  Oregon,  ascending  the  coast 
as  far  as  Astoria  and  the  straits  of  Juan  de  Fuqua.  He  returned 
from  California  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  vi-siting  various 
portions  of  Central  and  South  America  and  the  West  India  Islands, 
and  stopping  at  Havana,  Cuba,  and  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  ( )n 
the  fifteenth  of  October,  18.51,  he  married  Mary  W.  Kidder,  who 
was  born  at  Searsport,  in  Hancock  county,  Maine,  on  the  twelfth  of 
August,  1815.  Her  father,  Nathaniel  Kidder,  was  for  a  number  of 
years  a  merchant  in  Boston,  and  removed  to  Oxford,  Ohio,  in  the 
year  1829.  Mrs.  Crawford  came  to  Terre  Haute  in  1850,  where  she 
made  the  acquaintance  of  her  husband.  Her  grandfather,  Nathaniel 
Kidder,  was  an  Orthodox  minister,  who  preached  at  Nashua,  New 
Hampshire,  for  a  long  number  of  years,  and  died  there  at  an  advanced 
age.  Her  mother,  Salla  Atherton,  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Israel 
Atherton,  an  old  practitioner  of  medicine  at  Lancaster,  Massachu- 
setts. 

In  August,  1851,  Col.  Crawford  purchased  from  John  Gregg,  of 
Philadelphia,  about  a  thousand  acres  of  land  on  Mosquito  Creek,  in 
the  northern  part  of  this  county.  He  settled  on  this  tract  where  he 
has  since  lived.  Few  improvements  had  then  been  made  in  that 
part  of  the  county.  His  farm,  which  has  been  reduced  by  gifts  to 
his  children  to  live  hundred  acres,  has  of  recent  years  been  chieflv 
devoted  to  grazing  purposes.  Consequently,  Col.  Crawford  leads  a 
life  of  comparative  ease,  and  as  free  as  possible  from  the  ordinary 
cares  incident  to  the  carrying  on  of  a  large  farm.  His  two  children, 
David  F.  and  Henry  C.  Crawford,  are  married  and  .settled  on  farms 
near  their  father.  David  F.  served  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
war  of  the  rebellion,  a  member  of  the  Twenty-first  Illinois — Gen. 
Grant's  original  regiment.  He  was  in  numerous  battles,  and  was 
severely  wounded  at  Stone  River.  He  won  for  himself  a  record  as 
a  good  soldier.  The  last  seven  months  of  his  service  were  spent  as 
a  prisoner  at  Andersonville  and  other  ports  of  Georgia,  where  he  had 
ample  opportunity  to  experience   the  hardships  and  privations  of 


life  iu  the  Southern  prison  pens,  which  will  be  remembered  in  sub- 
sequent history  for  their  unparalleled  barbarities.  Col.  Crawford 
and  his  wife  also  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Mary  Bell  Maxwell, 
who  has  lived  with  them  since  she  was  two  weeks  old.  Her  father, 
James  Maxwell,  died  in  the  army  during  the  war. 

In  early  life  Col.  Crawford  was  a  Whig.  Ou  the  agitation  of  the 
question  of  slavery  and  its  proposed  extension  into  the  territories, 
his  natural  sympathies  made  him  a  free  soil  man.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party  from  its  organization.  He  is  a 
well-known  resident  of  this  county.  His  extensive  travels  have 
brought  him  in  contact  with  many  men  of  note.  Among  his  rem- 
iniscences are  treasured  up  many  incidents  relating  to  public  men, 
who  were  in  active  life  during  his  early  manhood,  and  who  have 
since  been  given  their  appropriate  places  on  the  roll  of  their  coun- 
tr3-'s  history.  As  a  child  he  was  of  weakly  growth,  and  gave  little 
promise  of  a  hardy  constitution  or  a  long  life.  By  active  exercise 
in  his  boyhood,  he  acquired  a  vigorous  constitution,  and  few  men 
could  have  stood  so  successfully  the  toils  and  travels  which  he  has 
undergone.  As  a  pioneer  in  the  great  West  he  was  among  the 
earliest.  It  is  sixty-four  years  since  his  feet  first  trod  the  soil  of 
Illinois — then  a  wild  and  uninhabited  territory.  He  often  made 
the  journey  from  Terre  Haute  to  Springfield  when  not  a  single  set- 
tlement varied  the  monotony  of  the  journey.  Though  a  man  who 
has  traveled  much  by  sea  and  land  he  is  a  farmer,  and  is  well  sat- 
isfied with  his  home  and  its  surroundings,  believing  that  all  things 
considered,  he  lives  in  one  of  the  most  favored  portions  of  his 
adopted  state. 


JOHN  L.  DRENNAN. 

Tins  gentleman,  who  has  resided  in  Mosquito  township  since 
1856,  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  was  born  in  Caldwell  county,  in 
that  state,  Nov.  14,  1826.  His  grandfather,  John  Drennan,  was  a 
resident  of  South  Carolina  at  the  time  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  served  in  the  American  army  during  the  latter  part  of  that 
war.  He  moved  from  South  Carolina  to  Kentucky  about  the  year 
1802,  and  settled  in  Caldwell  (then  Livingston)  county,  and  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  part  of  the  state.  He  located 
there  when  it  was  almost  a  wilderness,  and  still  inhabited  by  the  In- 
dians. His  father,  Eli  Drennan,  was  born  in  South  Carolina  in  the 
year  1800,  and,  consequently,  was  onlj' about  two  years  of  age  when 
the  family  removed  into  Kentucky.  He  was  raised  in  Caldwell 
county,  and,  upon  reaching  manhood's  estate,  married  Margaret  Mc- 
Dowell, who  was  also  a  native  of  Caldwell  county,  and  who  was 
descended  from  an  Irish  family  which  had  settled  some  years  be- 
fore in  South  Carolina,  and  moved  from  there  to  Kentucky  at  an 
early  date. 

John  L.  Drennan,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  the  oldest  of 
nine  children  born  to  Eli  and  Margaret  Drennan.  He  was  raised 
iu  Caldwell  county,  Ky. 

The  schools  of  that  part  of  the  state,  in  his  early  youth,  offered 
only  moderate  advantages  for  obtaining  an  education,  in  addition 
to  which  he  was  obliged  to  remain  at  home  to  assist  in  the  work 
upon  the  farm.  The  result  was,  he  only  attended  school  about  three 
mf)nths  altogether,  and  for  what  education  he  received,  he  was 
indebted  entirely  to  his  own  efforts. 

He  lived  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  then 
fairly  started  in  life  on  his  own  account.  Continuing  the  same 
line  of  business,  he  began  farming  for  himself  in  Caldwell  county. 

Upon  the  loth  of  March,  1850,  he  married  Henrietta  Wimber- 
ley,  one  of  twelve  children,  who  had  been  born  in  Trigg,  but  was 
residing  in  Caldwell  county,  Kentucky.     Her  ancestors  had  come 
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from  North  Carolina  to  Kentucky  at  au  early  date.  John  L. 
Drennan  lived  in  Kentucky  until  1856. 

The  Drennan  family  were  early  settlers  in  Illinois,  William 
and  Joseph  Drennan,  uncles  to  his  father,  having  settled  in  San- 
gamon county,  this  state,  at  a  very  early  period  ;  and  were  among 
the  first  pioneer  settlers,  it  being  said  that  they  planted  the  first 
corn  ever  grown  in  Sangamon  county.  Mr.  Drenuan's  father  came 
to  Illinois  about  1820-21 ;  remained  two  years  in  Sangamon  county, 
and  helped  build  the  first  house  in  Springfield.  He  was  not  favor- 
ably impressed  with  the  country,  however,  and  returned  to  Ken- 
tucky in  the  fall  of  1856.  John  L.  Drennan  moved  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Christian  county,  near  Mt.  Auburn. 
Since  1864  he  has  been  living  upon  his  present  farm,  in  sec.  22,  T. 
15  R.  1  W.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drennan  have  fourteen  children,  all  liv- 
ing, viz.:  Alfred  M.,  Franklin  P.,  John  G.,  Adelia  J.  (now  wife  of 
John  F.  Cole),  Laura  E.,  Margaret  Emily  i  who  married  Clayton 
Clemens),  Henry  E  ,  George  R.,  Henrietta  Adel,  Cora  A.,  James 
L.,  Thomas  M.,  Oscar  W.  and  Charlotte  O.  Two  of  his  sons  reside 
at  Taylorville.  Franklin  P.  has  been  connected  with  the  oiRces  of 
the  county,  and  Circuit  Clerk  for  the  past  four  years,  and  John  G., 
who  is  now  a  candidate  for  the  position  of  State's  Attorney,  having 
received  the  nomination  from  the  democratic  party  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, and  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  he  will  be  elected. 

In  his  politics  Mr.  Drennan  has  been  a  member  of  the  democratic 
party  all  his  life.  His  first  vote  for  president  was  cast  for  Lewis 
Cass,  in  1848,  and  he  has  voted  for  every  democratic  candidate  for 
president  since,  with  the  exception  of  James  Buchanan,  in  1856, 
when  he  lost  his  vote  by  reason  of  his  removal  to  this  state  at  that 
time. 

He  has  been  one  of  the  representative  democrats  of  Mosquito 
township.  In  1872  the  democrats  of  Christian  county  made  him 
their  nominee  for  County  Treasurer 

Mr.  Drennan  is  a  man  who  has  commanded  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  people,  and  has  filled  several  positions  with  credit  to 
himself,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  the  township  in 
which  he  resides  He  was  assessor  of  Mosijuito  township  for  two 
years — during  1866  and  1867.  He  wa.s  elected  a  member  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  in  1868,  and  served  four  consecutive  years. 
He  was  again  elected  to  this  position  in  1874,  and  again  repre- 
sented his  township  on  the  Board  for  five  successive  years.  He 
has  also  filled  a  number  of  minor  offices  in  the  township,  such  as 
school  trustee  and  commisioner  of  highways.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  to  settle  out  on  the  prairie,  in  the  south-west  part  of  Mosquito 
township,  and  since  his  location  there,  has  witnessed  a  vast  amount 
of  improvement  around  him. 


ELIAS  BRAMEL. 
This  gentleman,  one  of  the  early  settlers  on  the  Mosquito 
prairie,  is  a  Kentuckian  by  birth.  The  family  from  which  he  de- 
scended is  of  English  extraction.  His  grandfather,  .Jonathan 
Bramel,  was  born  in  England,  and  on  his  emigration  to  America 
settled  in  Maryland.  His  father,  Elisha  Bramel,  was  born  in 
Maryland,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  Kentucky  and  settled 
in  that  state.  This  was  about  the  _vear  1812.  About  1815,  he  mar- 
ried in  Mason  county,  Kentucky,  Rebecca  ^Nloran,  who  was  also 
born  in  Maryland,  the  Moran  and  Bramel  families  having  emi- 
grated from  Maryland  to  Kentucky  together,  and  settled  in  ^lason 
county.  Mr.  Bramel's  birth  occurred  in  Mason  county,  March  17, 
1820.  He  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  eight  children.  When 
about  seven  years  old  his  father  moved  to  Harrison  county.  The 
part  of  Kentucky  in  which  his  father  lived  was  thinly  settled,  and 
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the  neighbors  few  and  far  between.  In  consequence  the  children 
were  aflbrded  ver}-  poor  advantages  in  the  way  of  obtaining  an  edu- 
cation. When  he  was  a  boy  there  was  no  school  within  a  reasona- 
ble distance  at  which  he  could  attend.  The  only  schooling  he 
received  was  for  about  two  months  after  he  became  of  age.  Mr. 
Bramel  lived  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  then  turned 
out  in  the  world  on  his  own  account.  He  went  to  Paris,  in  Bourbon 
county,  and  learned  the  business  of  a  stone  mason,  and  afterward 
the  trade  of  a  stone  cutter.  He  worked  at  his  trade  for  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years,  and  at  it  saved  enough  money  to  buy  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres,  in  Harrison  county,  in  the  year  1843,  and  on  which 
he  moved,  but  still  carried  on  his  trade,  obtaining  other  help  to 
carry  on  the  farming. 

His  first  marriage  occurred  November  3,  1844,  to  Eliza  Ash- 
craft,  of  Harrison  county,  Kentucky.  Her  death  took  place  Jan. 
18th,  1849.  He  was  married  again  August  12,  1851,  to  Dorinda 
Dodson,  who  was  born  and  raised  in  Harrison  county,  Kentucky. 
In  1852,  Mr.  Bramel  removed  to  Illinois,  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  raw  prairie  laud,  in  section  34,  town.  19,  range  1  west,  and 
twenty  acres  of  timber.  Mr.  Bramel  began  farming  on  this  tract, 
and  ha.*  been  farming  in  that  part  of  Christian  county  ever  since. 
He  now  owns  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  sections  34  and  35,  and 
is  known  a.<  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Mosquito  township. 
!Mr.  Bramel  was  among  the  first  to  locate  on  the  Mosquito  prairie, 
on  which  there  were  only  one  or  two  houses  on  his  coming  to  the 
county.  Herds  of  deer  were  a  common  sight  on  the  prairie,  and 
the  country  gave  little  promise  of  developing  into  the  rich  agricul- 
tural country'  which  it  has  since  become.  Mr.  Bramel  has  ten 
children  living:  Columbus,  now  living  in  La  Bette  county,  Kansas, 
Lucinda,  wife  of  Lysauder  Whaley,  of  Mosquito  township,  Sallie 
A.,  who  married  Adam  Whiteside,  of  Macon  county,  Benjamin, 
Oscar,  now  farming  in  Mosquito  township,  Robert,  Thomas,  Ira, 
Richard  and  John  Wilmer. 

In  his  polities,  Mr.  Bramel  started  out  in  life  as  a  believer  in  the 
(lid  .Jackson  democracy,  to  whose  principles  he  believes  that  he  ha-s 
•dhered  pretty  closely  all  through  his  life.  His  first  vote  for 
president  was  cast  for  Van  Buren,  in  1840,  and  he  has  voted  for 
every  democratic  candidate  for  president  from  that  time  until  now. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bramel  are  members  of  the  Christian  church. 
Mr.  Bramel  is  a  man  who  has  been  respected  for  his  many  good 
qualities  as  a  citizen  and  a  useful  member  of  the  community.  As  a 
■  man  he  is  .self-made.  He  began  life  with  nothing  on  which  to  rely 
except  his  own  energy,  and  from  a  young  man  beginning  life  with- 
out a  dollar,  has  risen  to  a  position  of  comparative  independence, 
and  takes  rank  with  the  prominent  farmers  of  Christian  county. 


WILLIAM  ARMSTRONG. 

This  gentleman,  one  of  the  old  residents  of  this  part  of  the 
state,  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  born  in  Orange  county, 
of  that  state.  May  1,  1806.  The  family  from  which  he  is  descended 
is  of  Irish  descent. 

His  great-grandfather  was  born  in  Ireland,  came  to  America, 
and  settled  in  North  Carolina,  while  it  was  yet  a  colony  of  Great 
Britain.  His  grandfather,  William  Armstrong,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  about  the  year  1736.  He  served  in  the  Continental  army 
during  the  whole  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  participated  in 
several  battles,  being  twice  taken  prisoner  by  the  British.  His 
father,  James  Armstrong,  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  was  raised 
in  that  state,  and  married  Mary  Allen,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
Orange  county,  N.  C,  and  came  from  a  family  of  English  descent. 

Mr.  Armstrong's  grandfather,  George  Allen  Armstrong,  moved 
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from  North  Carolina  to  Tennessee,  at  an  early  date,  and  settled  on 
the  site  of  Nashville,  where  there  was  only  a  fort  to  mark  the  spot 
where  now  stands  the  capital  of  the  state.  He  married  Jennie 
Lapslie.  His  son,  Wni.  Armstrong,  uncle  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  accompanied  him  to  Tennessee,  and  was  accustomed  to  say 
that  he  buried  nearly  thirty  men,  wlio  had  been  picked  oft'  by  the 
Indians,  within  a  short  distance  of  this  Nashville  fort.  Mr.  Arm- 
strong's father  also  accompanied  him  to  Tennessee,  but  afterwards 
returned  to  North  Carolina. 

The  first  six  years  of  Mr.  Armstrong's  life  were  spent  among  the 
sterile  hills  and  flint  rocks  of  his  native  county.  In  1812,  his 
father  moved  with  the  family  to  Tennes.see,  and  settled  in  Williams 
county,  20  miles  from  Nashville.  It  was  here  that  Mr.  Armstrong 
grew  to  manhood.  His  father  being  a  man  in  good  circumstances, 
Wm.  Armstrong  obtained  all  the  education  oflered  by  the  schools 
of  that  country.  He  was  married  there  to  Martha  Oldham,  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia.  Mr.  Arm.stroug  fir.st  visited  Illinois  in  1836,  and 
being  determined  to  settle  in  this  state,  he  entered  land  in  what  is 
now  Logan  county,  and  in  1837,  brought  his  family  to  Illinois,  and 
settled  in  Sangamon  county,  near  the  town  of  Mechanicsburg,  and 
continued  to  live  there  until  1865,  and  then  moved  to  his  present 
farm  in  Christian  county.  His  first  wife  died,  January,  1836,  be- 
fore his  removal  to  Illinois.  His  second  marriage  occurred  June 
15,  1837,  to  Statira  Fickland,  a  native  of  Montgomery  county, 
Kentucky ;  his  marriage  took  place  in  Saugamon  county.  The 
farm  on  which  Mr.  Armstrong  now  resides,  was  improved  by  his 
sou,  Leander  Armstrong,  now  dead,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest 
improved  farms  upon  the  prairie  in  the  south-west  part  of  Mosquito 
township.  Mr.  Armstrong  has  had  ten  children,  of  whom  six  are 
now  living,  namely,  Mary  E.,  John  A.,  James  I.,  Ann  M.,  married 
to  D.  W.  Housley  of  Grove  City,  Wm.,  David  C.  His  oldest 
daughter  is  living  in  Jasper  county,  Missouri,  the  wife  of  John  H. 
Spurgin,  and  all  the  other  children  are  living  in  Christian  county. 
Three  children  of  Mr.  Armstrong's  died  in  Christian  county,  all 
grown,  viz:  Leander,  April  14, 1866,  George  White,  Nov.  26,  1868^ 
Emma,  Feb.  17,  1873,  Edwin  A.  having  died  in  infancy,  Jan.  4, 
1834.  Mr.  Armstrong  had  three  sons  serving  in  the  army  during 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  :  John  A.,  James  I.,  and  Leander;  John 
A.  serving  in  the  3d  cavalry,  James  I.  in  the  73d,  and  Leander  in 
the  114th;  the  first  named  enlisted  in  1861,  and  served  until  he  be- 
came incapable  of  active  duty  on  account  of  rheumatism.  James  I. 
and  Leander  served  from  1862  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Leander 
contracted  a  disease  while  in  the  service,  from  which  he  died  as 
above  stated. 

Mr.  Armstrong  was  born  in  a  slave-holding  country,  and  his 
father  was  a  slave-owner  after  the  manner  of  the  country  in  which 
he  lived,  but  the  subject  of  our  sketch  at  an  early  age  became  im- 
pressed with  the  evils  of  the  system,  although  he  himself  owned 
slaves,  and  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  offered  determined  to  move  to 
a  free  state.  He  wa.s  a  whig  while  that  party  lasted,  and  voted  for 
its  candidates  always  in  ojiposition  to  the  democratic  party.  His 
sentiments  on  the  question  of  slavery,  led  him  to  attach  himself  to 
the  Republican  party  on  its  organization,  and  he  voted  for  Fremont 
in  1856.  He  is  still  a  republican,  and  was  a  stanch  Union  man 
during  the  war. 

Mr.  Armstrong  is  a  man  who  is  much  respected  for  his  many 
good  qualities  as  a  citizen.  For  four  years  he  was  Associate  Judge 
of  the  County  Court,  in  Sangamon  county.  At  the  age  of  18,  in 
1824,  he  became  connected  with  the  Methodist  church,  of  which 
denomination  he  has  ever  since  been  a  member. 

Mr.  Armstrong  owned  a  section  and  a  half  of  land  in  Mosquito 
township,  and  has  given  all  his  children  a  good  start  in  life.     His 


four  sons   are  now  farming  in  this  township,  and  are  all  married. 
Three  of  them  are  living  upon  the  same  section  (30;  as  their  father. 


SAMUEL  EETZ. 
This  gentleman,  who  has  been  living  in  Mosquito  township  since 
November,  1867,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in 
Huntingdon  county  of  that  state,  March  29,  1831.  His  father  was 
John  Betz,  and  his  mother  Rebecca  Beyer.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  the  oldest  of  seven  children.  When  a  child  one  or  two 
years  of  age,  his  father  moved  with  the  family  to  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  lived  three  or  four  years  and  then  went  to  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  where  Esquire  Betz  was  principally  raised.  The  part 
of  Ohio  in  which  he  lived  had  good  schools,  which  he  attended 
pretty  regularly  when  a  boy,  and  gained  a  good  education.  After 
becoming  of  age  he  worked  by  the  month  for  a  couple  of  years  in 
Summit  and  Cuyahoga  counties.  The  summer  of  1855  he  spent  in 
Wisconsin.  October  7,  1855,  he  was  married  to  Catharine  Weid- 
man,  who  was  born  and  raised  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  where  his 
marriage  took  place.  In  the  spring  of  1856  he  went  to  Wisconsin, 
and  went  to  farming  for  himself  in  Sauk  county  of  that  state.  He 
lived  in  Wisconsin  seven  and  one  half  years.  His  father  died  in 
February,  1863.  And  his  five  younger  brothers  were  in  the  army 
at  the  time,  so  that  his  mother  wrote  to  him  to  come  back  to  Ohio 
and  take  care  of  the  old  homestead  ;  consequently  he  went  back  to 
Ohio  in  the  fall  of  1863,  and  lived  there  until  the  fall  of  1867,  when 
he  came  to  Christian  county  and  settled  in  Mosquito  township, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  farming.  He  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  in  Ohio,  and  has  followed  that  to  some  extent  here. 
He  has  had  nine  children,  of  whom  all  but  one  are  living.  Their 
names  are  Clara  Emma,  wife  of  John  A.  Delamar ;  Charlotte 
Rebecca,  William  Arie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nearly  thirteen  ; 
Alice  Florence,  Ida,  Rosa,  John  Harvey,  Mary  Catharine  and 
Charles  Samuel.  Esquire  Betz  has  been  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  Mosquito  township  since  his  residence  there,  and  has  been 
known  as  one  of  the  public-spirited  and  liberal  members  of  the  com- 
munity. In  his  politics  he  has  always  been  a  member  of  the  old 
democratic  party,  casting  his  first  vote  for  president  for  Franklin 
Fierce  in  1852,  and  supporting  every  democratic  candidate  for 
president  since.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  filled  the  oflSce  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Mosquito  township.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows,  and  also  a  Mason. 


JOHN  PALMER. 

Tms  gentleman  has  been  living  in  Mosquito  township  since  1875; 
is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Washington  county  of  that 
state,  Feb.  12th,  1824.  His  father,  Jabez  F.  Palmer,  was  a  native 
of  Vermont,  and  descended  from  a  family  who  had  settled  in  North 
Carolina  at  an  early  date.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Palmer,  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Ohio,  and  among  the  early  pioneers  who 
settled  about  Marietta,  the  oldest  town  in  the  state.  Mr.  Palmer's 
wife's  name  was  Lydia  G.  Brown,  daughter  of  Samuel  Brown,  who 
was  also  one  of  the  first  pioneers  of  Washington  county,  Ohio,  and 
settled  eight  miles  from  Marietta,  one  of  the  first  to  locate  at  any 
distance  from  the  town.  Mr.  Palmer's  uncle,  John  Brown,  was 
known  throughout  that  part  of  the  state  as  one  of  the  early  aboli- 
tionists, and  most  zealous  advocate  of  freedom  for  the  black  race. 

The  Brown  family  were  from  New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Palmer 
was  born  sixteen  miles  west  of  Marietta,  in  the  town  of  AVater- 
town,  now  Palmer  township.  He  attended  the  common  schools  and 
obtained  the  elements  of  a  good  English  education.     He  was  raised 
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on  a  farm.  November  28tli,  1847,  lie  married  Lvdia  E.  Dutti.m, 
a  native  of  Hockingport,  Athens  county,  Ohio.  ilr.  Palmor  was 
farming  in  Ohio  till  the  spring  of  1860,  and  then  moved  to  Masnn 
county,  West  Virginia,  on  the  Ohio  river,  opposite  Gullipolis, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  through  the  war,  and  was 
also  part  of  the  time  occupied  in  taking  care  of  government  horses. 
In  1866  he  moved  to  the  Ohio  side  of  the  river.  The  death  of 
his  wife  occurred  February,  1868,  and  then  Mr.  Palmer  went  to 
Missouri.  For  four  or  five  years  his  home  was  in  Sedalia,  and  ho  also 
for  a  year  lived  in  Cooper  county.  In  the  summer  of  1873  he  was 
most  of  the  time  in  Kansas,  and  afterward  lived  for  a  few  months 
in  Bates  ci>unty,  Missouri.  In  ^March,  1875,  he  married  Mrs. 
Martha  L.  Sprague,  whose  maiden  name  was  Gage,  who  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire,  and  came  to  Washington  county,  Ohio,  when 
a  child  of  five  years  of  age.  !^he  married  Jonathan  Sprague,  and 
settled  in  Mosquito  township.  Mr.  Palmer  has  one  son,  James  A. 
Palmer,  now  living  in  Athens  county,  Ohio,  engaged  in  the  mer- 
chandizing business  at  C'oolville.  In  his  politics  Mr.  Palmer  was 
formerly  a  whig,  but  has  been  a  repul)lican  since  the  organization 
of  that  party.  He  voted  for  Fremont  in  1856,  the  first  national 
candidate  of  the  republican  party.  He  has  thoroughly  sympathized 
with  the  aims  of  the  repulilican  party  during  the  whole  of  its  exlst- 
ance. 


WILLIAJI  MORGAN 
Is  a  native-born  citizen  of  Christian  county.  His  birth  dates  Sep- 
tember 4th,  1838.  His  father,  John  Morgan,  was  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  and  was  a  son  of  Lambert  Morgan,  of  Virginia.  I>am- 
bert  Morgan  emigrated  to  Kentucky  at  an  early  da}'.  He  was  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  In  about 
1820  he  settled  in  Indiana,  where  he  lived  until  1832.  He  then 
came  to  Illinois.  When  the  family  arrived  at  Vandalia,  John  Mor- 
gan, who  was  then  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  concluded  he  would 
remain  in  that  place.  His  father  continued  his  journev,  crossed 
the  Illinois  river  at  Beardstown,  and  settled  somewhere  in  the  mil- 
itary tract,  where  he  lived  a  number  of  years.  He  afterwards 
moved  into  Davis  county,  Missouri,  where  he  died  in  1)^74.  .lohn 
Morgan  remained  in  Vandalia  a  short  time,  and  then  went  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  was  employed  by  "  Billie"  Wiggins  to  work  one 
of  his  ferry-boats.  He  afterward  went  to  Beardstown,  and  then  to 
Springfield,  and  finally  came  into  what  is  now  Christian  county, 
where  he  was  married  in  1834  to  Miss  Nancy  Watkins,  a  native 
of  Tennessee.  Her  father  was  an  early  settler  in  the  central  part 
of  Illinois.  After  Mr.  Morgan's  marriage,  he  settled  down.to  farm- 
ing. He  now  lives  in  Mosquito  township.  He  has  been  twice 
married.  His  second  wife  was  a  Mrs.  Allen,  who,  before  marriage 
was  a  Miss  Lucinda  Loyd,  of  Kentucky.  There  have  been  six 
children  born  by  this  union,  one  now  decea.sed.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  the  only  child  by  his  father's  first  marriage.  John 
Morgan  is  a  man  of  the  true  pioneer  type,  and  delights  in  telling 
anecdotes  of  the  early  times. 

William  Morgan  was  raised  on  a  farm  in  the  early  settlement  of 
this  county,  and  in  consequence,  his  advantages  for  receiving  an 
education  were  limited  ;  but,  by  clo.se  application,  he  acquired  the 
rudiments  in  youth,  and  in  after  years  qualified  himself  suf- 
ficiently to  transact  almost  any  ordinary  business.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-eight  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Ann 
Nicholes,  a  native  of  Sangamon  county,  Illinois.  They  have  a 
family  of  five  children,  viz. :  ]\[ary  Emma,  Lucy  E.,  John  A.  R., 


William  K.  and  (Jeorge.  After  Mr.  Morgan's  marriage,  he  began 
farming  where  he  now  lives,  on  one  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He 
now  owns  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  His  father  gave  him  a 
start  of  ninety  acres,  and  by  hard  work  and  economical  habits  he 
has  acquired  the  balance.  In  1862  he  was  elected  constable,  a  po- 
sition he  has  filled  to  the  present  time,  with  the  exception  of 
about  two  years.  For  three  years  he  was  commissioner  of  high- 
ways in  his  township.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  democrat,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  He  cast  his 
first  vote  fiu-  James  Buchanan,  and  has  so  continued  to  vote  the 
straight  ticket.  Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  one  of  the  prominent 
young  farmers  of  ^Mosijuito  township. 

J  WILLIS  WOOD 
W.\s  born  in  Clinton  county,  Kentucky,  October  25th,  1840.  He 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Wood.  John  Wood  was  a  native  of 
East  Tennessee,  and  his  fiither,  Samuel  Wood,  a  native-born  English- 
man, who  emigrated  to  this  country  about  1750.  He  settled  at  Mt. 
Vernon,  Virginia,  and  enlisted  in  a  Virginia  company,  which  served 
in  the  French  and  Indian  wars.  He  was  under  Captain  George 
Washington,  at  Braddock's  defeat,  in  the  western  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  also  served  two  years  in  a  campaign  against  the  French 
in  Canada.  Mr.  Wood  married  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  emigrated  to 
Tennessee  before  it  became  one  of  the  states.  John  Wood,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1781,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812.  He  emigrated  to  Kentucky,  where  he  married  Sarah  Crouch, 
a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  of  French  descent.  They  raised  a  family 
often  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest. 
The  occupation  of  John  Wood,  after  settling  in  Kentucky,  was  that 
of  a  farmer;  he  improved  a  farm  in  Clinton  county,  where  he  died  in 
1860,  at  the  advanced  age  of  81  years.  His  elder  brother,  William, 
and  uncle  to  our  subject,  served  in  the  Kentucky  assembly 
twenty-one  years,  nineteen  years  consecutively,  by  profession  an 
engineer — what  then  was  termed  a  surveyor.  Mr.  Wood  was 
raised  upon  his  father's  farm,  in  Kentucky;  he  attended  the  common 
.schools  in  Clinton  county,  and  also  attended  Mount  Cumberland 
Academy,  whereby  he  received  a  good  education  ;  his  original  in- 
tention was  to  fit  himself  for  the  practice  of  law,  and  in  1859,  he 
began  reading  law  in  the  office  of  H.  S.  Taylor,  of  Albany,  Ken- 
tucky;  he  remained  in  this  office  about  one  year,  and  then  attended 
the  law  lectures,  at  the  University  in  Louisville.  He  became  fully 
qualified,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1861.  His  first  intention 
was  to  open  an  office  and  practice  his  profession  in  Albany, but  upon 
account  of  the  war  he  left  his  native  state,  and  came  to  Illinois  in 
1862,  first  locating  in  Macoupin  countj',  where  he  taught  school  for 
two  years,  in  that  and  Madison  county.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Maria  Wood,  March  15th,  1866,  near  Troy,  Madison  county. 
Jlr.  Wood  was  advised  by  his  physician  to  abandon  the  idea  of 
practicing  law,  or  the  confinement  necessary  for  study,  and  adopt  a 
more  active  life  on  account  of  an  affection  of  the  heart,  from  which 
he  at  this  time  suffered.  He  consequenth'  came  to  Christian  coun- 
ty, and  entered  into  the  avocation  of  a  farming  life  once  more, 
which  it  is  his  purpose  to  continue  the  rest  of  his  life.  After  set- 
tling in  Mosquito  township,  in  the  spring  of  1866,  he  experienced 
the  great  misfortune  of  losing  his  wife,  in  the  month  of  February, 
1878.     He  has  two  children,  viz. :  Aronette  and  A.  Leon. 

ISIr.  Wood  is  a  man  of  con.siderable  ability,  and  has  most  satis- 
factorily filled  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  township 
wherein  he  resides.     In  politics  he  is  democratic. 
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CITY  OF  PANA  AND  PAN  A— TOWN  UN.    RANGE  1  EAST. 


Wife  of  W.  E.  Smith 


r  Allbright,  J.  T. 

Pana 

Pana     Merchant  Tailor               Tennsylvania     |71 

1  (  hirissa  Morehead 

" 

"        Wifeof  J.  T.  Allbright    Ohio                    ]71 

1  Abi.ll.  K.  W. 

"        Saloon  and  Billianl  Rooms    Indiana                64 

1  Mariha  K.  Milligan 

Wife  of  R.  W.  Abrell       Shelby  Co.,  III.  170 

1  Aii.l,i^,.n.  Fletcher 

" 

Sec.  25  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Christian  Co.III. |42 

1  Harriet  McCune 

" 

25  Wife  of  F.  Andei-son          Tuscarawas  Co .  0,53 

1  Butts,  Gabriel 

" 

25  Druggist                            .Ohio                   |61 

i  Leah  Shafer 

" 

25,Wife  of  G.Butts 

Pennsylvania     !65 

1  r.iutlett,  Levis. 

" 

34  Nurseryman  and  Farmer 

New  Y'ork           70 

1  Naniv  E.  Merricks 

" 

34  Wife  of  L.  S.  Bartlett 

Virginia              71 

'  r..iiKtrd,  B.  F. 

" 

17  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 

Clinton  Co.,  0.    78 

(  Clara  B.  Fenner 

" 

17  Wife  of  B.  F.  Bernard 

Highland  Co.  0  78 

1  Bacon,  Timothy  L. 

" 

17  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 

Oneida  Co.  N.Y.  54 

I  C'atharine  Forney 

17,  Wife  of  T.  L.  Bacon 

Tuscarawas  Co.,  0  54 

CITY   OF   PAXA   AXD   PAXA,  ETC.— [CoNTixrED.] 


CITY   OF   PAXA   AXD   PAX^A,   ETC.-[CoxTisrED.] 


p.  OFFICE.     RESID. 


0(.xrPATIOX. 


P.  OFFICE.     BESID. 


J  Carr,  R.  M. 

\  Libbie  Guilford 

f  Clark,  T  P. 

\  Catherine  F.  Swim 

f  Coiieli,  R. 

( Siney  Cutler 

f  Cowden,  Wm. 

\  Catherine  Diekson 

f  Chalfant,  N.  B. 

I  Caroline  Bourciuin 

f  Cooper,  E.  P. 

\  Martha  Horn 

f  Condor,  H.  tJ. 

t  Dicy  D<  rson 

f  Cole,  Robert 

-j  Cole,  James 

(  Sophia  West 

J  Dawdy,  J.  H. 

1  Jane  Frazier 

(  Delane,  John 

\  Mary  Sughrue 

I  Dunn,  J.  A. 

\  Eveline  Sergeant 

(  Diekev,  Salem 

t  Elizabeth  L.  Btiss 

(  Essiek,  J.  C. 

t  Maggie  C.  Newell 

f  Edmonds,  J.  E. 

\  Mary  E.  Long 

(  Cilassgow,  Mrs.  Ann 

\  Glassgow,  Wm.  H. 

( Gudehus,  W. 

\  Victoria  Six 

f  Ctossmann,  Otto 

\  Gossmanu,  Frank 

I  Havward,  W.  E 

t  Clara  M.  Turnbolt 

f  Hayward.  J.  A. 

\  Flora  M.  Rood 

f  Hegle,  Burnhard 

\  Sarah  Varley 

f  Harrison,  Mi's.  Matilda 

\  Harrison,  Wm.  A. 

(  Horn,  Chas.  L. 

\  Minnie  R.  Griffin 

I  Huber,  J. 

I  Amanda  Harbor 

f  Hubbard,  T.  W. 

\  Julia  Spaulding 

(  Helmiok,  Thomas  E. 

\  Helmick,  J.  C. 

(  Susan  Miller 

(  Huniphrevs,  E.  A. 

t  Ann  E.  McMillen 

<  Jehle,  Louis 

\  Augusta  Kistenmacher 

Johns,  Robert 
f  Jageman,  Pliilip 
\  Margaret  Walcher 

(Johnson,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  Selby 
Rebecca  J.  Routh 
f  Kitchell,  J.  W. 
\  Miiry  y.  Little 
/  Ladd,  Aaron  A. 
\  Emily  Cowgell 
f  Ladd,  Gustine  I. 
\  Frances  S.  Dexter 
(  Mooney,  S.  P. 
\  Sarah  A.  Zahniser 
f  McQuigg,  J.  C. 
\  Marian  Patton 
I  Mears,  Levi  Franklin 
\  Juliette  Hinson 
I  ^[ills,  E.  T. 
1  Mary  E.  Jeflris 
(  McElroy,  John 
\  Auria  J.  Swim 

{ilcKoy,  Jennie 
McKoy,  Henry 
Mary  Augusta  Martin 
j  McPherron,  Andrew 
i,  Nancy  Dawson 
f  Xeelv,  J.  E. 
I,  Mary  A.  Millard 
J  Newcomb,  Wm.  H.  R. 
\  Alvira  Corley 
r  Neel,  A.  G. 
\  Abby  M.  Heath 
f  Overholt,  Martin 
\  Hannah  MacFarland 
Patton,  J.  N. 


Wife  of  R.  M.  Carr 


Ohio 


Sec. 


Shelby  Co.,  III.  75 

"  '*        7-5 

,««•  Ohio  67 

Pennsylvania      67 

1  C(.„  o  77 


Dec'd   Jan 
Pana 


Wife  of  T.  P.  Clark 
Real  Estate  Agent 
Wife  of  R.  Couch 

.1  .tilt.  I  .1  Ka-tSc^hoolH 

W  ll.   ..1    W    (  owden 
;;(i  I'aiiii.i  ;ui.l  Stock  Raiser  Tu 

30  Wile  ol  N.  B.  Chalfant 
Pana     Florist  and  Horticulturist  West  Virginia 

"        Wife  of  E.  P.  Cooper  "  >• 

Sec.  12  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Kentuckv 
12  Wife  of  H.  G.  Condor  Indiana  " 
36  Farmer  " 

36  Farmer  anil  father  of  R.Cole  Ireland 
36  Wife  of  J.  Cole  Indiana 

Pana     Police  Magistrate  Hamilton  Co..  Ill 

"        Wife  of  J.  H.  Dawdy        Kentucky 
Sec.  17  Farmer  and  Stock  Raieer  Ireland 
17  Wife  of  J.  Delane 
7  Farmer 

7  Wife  of  J.  A.  Dunn 
Pana     Phvsician  and  Surgeon 
Wife  of  S.  Dickey 
"        Attornev-at-Law 

Wife  of"  J.  C.  Essiek 
"        Principal  Public  Schools  Ohio 
"        Wife  of  J.  R.  Edmonds    Pennsylva 
'■        Retired  Maryland 

3,  1.S70  Laie  hiishan,!  „I  >rrs.  A.  Glassgow       Virginia 

Sec.  31  Farmer  Cierii;any 

31  Wife  of  W.  Gudehus 
Pana     Druggist 
i     "        Druggist 

Capitalist 


o6 
"  57 

South  Carolina  55 
Indiana  55 

Scott  Co.,  Ind.  56 
Mercer  Co.,  Ky.  56 
Pennsylvania      58 


Canada 


Ba 


MontgomeryCo.il  66 


Wife  of  W.  E.  Ha\'ward  Maryland 

Proprielor    St.    Jar    -      "  "  ' 
1  Fropri 


MontgomeryCu.il  ( 
Massachusetts  ; 
Germauy  ; 

England  ' 

Virginia  ( 

Ohio  ( 

Madison  Co.,Ill.  ; 


Dec'd   Jan 
Pana 


"  Wife  of  J.  A.  Hayward 

i     ''        Butcher 
j     "        Wife  of  B.  Hegle 

''         Proprietor  Harrison  Hou 
4,  1874  L.tehusLandot  Mrs.  M.  H.Harri 

"        Cooperage 

"        Wife  of  C.  L.  Horn 

"        Physician  and  Surgeon     Logan  Co.,  O. 

"        Wife  of  J.  Huber  Champaign  Co., 

Sec.  28  Farmer  New  York 

28  Wife  of  T.  W.  Hubbard  Michigan 
Pana     Student  Ohio 

4,  1870  Father  of  T.  E.  Helmick      '■ 
Pana     Widow  of  J.  C.  Helmick      " 

"        Attorney-at-Law  Missouri 

■'        Wife  of  E.  A.  Humphreys  Ohio 

"        Hardware  Merchant 
Wife  of  L.  Jehle 

''        Lumber  Dealer 

"       Grocer 
i     ''        Wife  of  P.  Jageman 
4  Farmer  and  Teacher 

4  Farmer  .ind  father  of  W,  H.  .Toh 

4  Wife  of  S.  Johnson 
Attornev-at-Law 


!67 


61 


Sec. 


Pana 


St.  Louis,  Mo.  '65 
Germany  173 

Indiana  65 

Germany  55 

North  Carolina  55 
Clinton  Co.,  0.  67 
Ohio  67 

67 
Crawford  Co.,  111.  '66 


Wife  of  J.  W.  Kitchell     MontgomeryCo.il  66 


Sec.  11  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Vermont 


I  Paul,  Louis 

(  Caroline  Hebel 

I  Phipps,  J.  M. 

t  Amanda  C  Abrell 

I  Prvce,  William 

■(,  ilary  J.  Edwards 

(  Patton,  (ieorge  W. 

(  Amie  Brown 

(  Raymond.  Theodore 

t  Rose  A.  Woodruf}' 

I  Roseberrv,  S.  V. 

I  Sarah  M.'  Owens 

(  Elizabeth  A.  Barber 

I  Read.  Austin 

.  Read,  John 

I  Lvdia  H.  Pollock 

r  Rayhiil,  Cyrus 

(  Hannah  E.  Wilson 

I  Schuyler,  H.  N. 

(  Harriet  A.  Hayward 

Southwick,  J.  E. 
f  Swallow,  Jacob 
lAlwildaO'Hair 
I  Smith,  William  M. 
1.  Mary  I.  McCollmn 
( .Steller,  Valentine 
\  Rosa  Tranier 
I  .Sehlierbach,  Louis 
t  Minnie  Buck.senshutc 
(  Shaffer,  J.  B. 
\  M.  V.  Abrell 
(  Shafer,  John 
(  Elizabeth  Veling 
I  Schnitzer.  Frank 
\  Briscoe  JIvers 
j  Scott,  Thos.  H. 
I  Cordelia  Thomas 
r  Smith,  Albert 
'(  Belle  Monatt 
1  Smith,  Thomas  P. 
(  Smith,  C™thia  A. 
(  Timmerman,  Elisha 
\  Margaret  Bess 
(  Villers.  Isaiah 
(  Mary  H.  Tompson 
f  Wagener,  S.  C. 
\  Emma  Ohlman 
i  "Walker,  J.  P. 
i  Nancy  I?owman 
I  White,  James  D. 
I  Ninia  S,  Dunwell 
I  Weber,  W.  A. 
i  Weber,  Amelia 
f  Wight,  M.  G. 
(  Elvira  Harrison 
f  Wallar,  Charles  D. 
1  Ada  Brogan 
I  Woolley,  J.  S. 
i  Susan  L.  Brown 
(  Wright,  T.  T. 
\  N.  J.  Ilavinson 

Wattei-son,  W.  J. 
f  Yarnell,  J.  H. 
\  Electa  WooUev 


Pana 
Sec.  11 


Dec'd 
Pana 


Dec'd 
Pana 
Dec'd 
Dec'd 
Pana 


Mav 
Maf. 


9, 1876 
Pana 

I;t.  IS6S 

26,    IsTfl 

Sec.  24 
24 
24 


Dec'd 
Pana 
Dec'd 
Pana 


Sec.  2: 
Pana 


Dec'd 
Pana 


April 


Sec.  20 
5, 1872 
Pana 


Sec.  16 
16 

Pana 
" 

!Sec.  31 
31 
16 
16 

Pana 

Sec.  18 


Dec'd 
Pana 


Ohio 
Vermont 


Indiana 
Ohio 


11  Wife  of  A.  A.  Ladd 
Pana     Real  Estate  Agent 
"       iWifeof  G.  LLadd 
"       iMerchant 

'Wife  of  S.  P.  Mooney 
**        Attorney-at-Law  " 

"        Wife  of  J.  C.  McQuigg    Pennsylvania 
Sec.  35  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Shelby  Co.,  111. 

35  Wife  of  S.  F.  Mears  "  " 

36  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Indiana 

36  Wife  of  E.  T.  Mills  Coles  Co.,  111. 


Harrison  Co.,  0.  62 


Pana     Grocer  and  Farmer 
;Wife  of  J.  McElroy 
''        Teacher  in  Public  School  Illinois 
"        Proprietor  Saw  Mill         Connecticut 
"        Wife  of  Henry  McKoy    New  York 

Sec.  20  Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser  Kentucky 
20  Wife  of  A.  McPherron    I 

Pana     Builder  and  Undertaker  Pennsylvania 
"        Wife  of  J.  E.  Neeley       |  '' 

'*        Grocer 
'■         Wife  of  W.  H.  R.  Neweoml 

'*  'justice  of  Peace  and  Sotarv  Publi. 

•'  iWife  of  A.  G.  Neel 

"  Merchant  Miller 

"  IWife  of  M.  Overholt        1     " 

"  Attorney  &  Justice  of  Peace|Penn3ylvanla 


Baker  and  Confectioner 
^Vife  of  L.  Paul 
Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  J.  M.  Phipps 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Late  wife  of  W.  Prvce 
Phvsician  and  Surgeon 
Wife  of  C;.  W.  Patton 
Builder  and  Contractor 
Late  wife  of  T.  Raymond 
City  Mai-shal 
Late  wife  of  S.  V.  Roseberry 
Late  wife  of  S.  V.  Roseberry 

Practical  .Machinist  and  Farmer 

Farmer 

Wife  of  J.  Read 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 

Late  wife  of  C.  Rayhiil 

Banker 

Late  wife  of  H.  N.  Schuyler 

Justice  of  Peace  4  Attorney 

F.ditor  aod  Proii.  of  Pana  ralladiutj, 

IWife  of  J.  Swallow 
Marble  ,t  Monument  Cutter 
Wife  of  W.  M.  Smith 
Farmer  and  Blacksmith 
Wife  of  V.  Steller 
Harness  iS  .Saddle  Dealer 
Wife  of  L.  Sehlierbach 
Crrocerv  Dealer 
Wife  of  J.  B.  Shafl-er 
Blacksmith 
Wife  of  J.  Shafer 

Shoemaker  and    Dealer  in 

Wife  of  R  Schnitzer 

Marble  and  Stone  (utter 

Wife  of  T.  H.  Scott 

Tobacconist 

Wife  of  A.  Smith 

Farmer 

Late  wife  of  T.  P.  Smith 

Carpenter  and  Builder 

Wife  of  E.  Timmerman 

Pastor  M.  E.  Church 

Merchant 

Wife  of  S.  C.  Wagener 

Farmer 

Wife  of  J.  P.  Walker 

Teacher  and  Farmer 

Wife  of  J.  D.  White 

Farmer 

Wife  of  W.  A.  Weber 

Dairving  and  Farming 

Wife  of  M.  G.  AVight 

Wife  of  'c°D.  Wallar' 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Late  wife  of  J.  S.  Woolley 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  T.  T.  Wright 
Auctioneer 
Attornev-at-Law 
Wife  of' J.  H.  Yarnell 


North  Carolina 
Indiana 
Shropshiie,  Eng. 
Ohio 
Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 
New  York 
Madison  Co.,Ill 


Ohio 
Indiana 

New  York 
Illinois 
Massachusetts 
Ohio 

Virginia 

Kentucky 

Germany 

Ireland 

Germany 

Pennsylvania 

Indiana 

Prussia 

'  Germany 

West  Virginia 

Ohio 

Prussia 

Baden  Baden 

Louis  Co.,  Ky. 

Kentuckv 

Ohio 


Vermillion  Co.,Ill. 
Yates  Co.,  N.Y. 
Madison  Co., 111. 
New  York 
Ohio 

Pennsvlvania 
Ohio  ■ 
Germany 

Kentucky 

Vermont 
Pennsylvania 
Windsor  Co.,Vt 

Wayne  Co.,  Ind. 
Ross  Co.,  Ohio. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Ohio 
Vermont 


RICKS— TO WXSHIP  11.     RAXGE  3  WEST. 


MontgomeryCo.il  *^*^ 
Shelby  Co.,  III.  71 
West  Virginia  56 
Connecticut  56 
jOhio  '5I1 

'51 

'54;  i 


Adams,  Lansing 
Adams,  Hannah 
Arkebauer.  -John  Ci. 
Annie  Craft 
Bell,  N.  N. 
Bell,  Sallie  A. 

Brokamp,  .loseph  <tn''„Tr 
Joseph  Poggenpol  (i  cc. 

Maggie  Lappe 
Banschbach,  Louis 
Ban  schbach.  Amelia  U' 
Bertmann,  Fred. 
Nettie  Brokamp 
Beaty,  Milton 
Beatv,  Jennie 
BeatV,  W.  H. 
Breen,  Vincent  J. 
Campbell,  J.  W. 
Campbell,  A.  E. 
Craig,  John  S. 
Craig,  Prudie  A. 
Clavin,  Simon 
Clavin,  Marv 


Sec.  30  Farmer  and  Supervisor    New  York 
30  Wife  of  L.  Adams  Ohio 

32  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Macoupin  Cell! 
32  Wife  of  J.  G.  Arkebauer  Germany 
Morriioie  Proprietor ■  if TremontHouse  JefTersou  Co.Va 
Wife  of  N.  N.  Bell  Loudon  Co.,Va. 

''       (troceries  and  Restaurant  Je'rsey  Co.,  111. 
"        Groceries  and  Restaurant  Germany 
"        Wife  of  J.  Poggenpol  " 

"        Wife  of  L.  Banschb.aeh     Illinois 
Sec.  30  ^''if^l  ""''  ^'•"""i'"'"""  "<  Higii.  Prussia 

30  Wife  of  Fred.  Bertmann        Jersey  Co.,  111. 

27  Fanner.  &  Breeder  Berkshire  Hogs     Lawrence  Co.,Iud. 

27  Wife  of  M.  Beaty 

27  Farmer.  &  Bre«der  Berkshire  Hoes  '  ** 

Morri.ote|'>^y»l'/^;Pljg°'«^-/""-'-  Shoes  and  Jljsgouri 

"        Physician  and  Surgeon  Illinois 

"        Wife  of  Dr.  J.  w.  Campbell     Kentuckv 
Sec.  26  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Scotland' 

26  Wife  of  John  S.  Craig     SangamonCo.il 
19  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Ireland 
19  Wife  of  S.  Clavin 


RICKS— TOWNSHIP    11.      RANGE   3  A^EST.— [Continued.] 


BEAR  CREEK— TOWX   1-2.      RANGE   3  AVEST. 


p.  OFFICE.    RESIU. 


OCCUrATIoN. 


IFFICE.     KESID. 


CCUPATION. 


NATIVITY. 


Xokomis     (Sec.  M 
i         36, 

Mo,ri.„„vlllo        I  34 

Deed  Aug.  15,  1S7I) 


Sec.  29 

.11,    1S76 

Sec.    (5 


f  Croon,  Henry 
\  Croon,  Tina' 
f  Conroy,  John  C. 
|Conroy,  Mary  A. 
C  Cheatham,  E.  L. 
"l  Cheatham,  Marv  F 
f  Deming,  ^\.  W". 
"1  Deniinu,  A.  A. 

Glover,  John  \V. 
f  Grundy,  Walter 
j  Grundy,  Nannie 

C-frundv,  Charlea 
f  Heariii,  \V.  H. 
)  Hearin,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
,  Hall,  John  T. 
)  Maria  .J.  McClain  Dec'd  Feb.  7,  1S7.S  i 

Hawk.  Henrv  Mi.nij.nuill.-  Sec. 

,  Knoll?,  T.   L.  i         "  M""is 

\  Knotts,  Eliza 
I  Klinglcr,  George 
\  Klingler,  Sn.'san 
I  Keown,  Calvin  G. 
\  Sarah  E.  Boyd 
I  Langen,  Elizabeth 
"l^  Langen,  Tlieodore 
f  Morrison,  W.  E. 

"[  Morrison,  Annie  P.       Defd  March  ; 
I  Miller,  A.  W.  Mnnisunville  'l 

\  Miller,  Mariah  A.         i 
f  Monegao,  Thos.  '*  ,t 

^  Monegan,  Clara  A.       [         " 

Monegan,  William        .         " 
I  McCanley,  J.  W.  "  Morri»> 

I  McCaulev,  Hannah  ''  " 

I  Murry,  t).  F.       ■  I         "  !     " 

(  Murry,  Mary  A.  '         "  !     " 

(  Morrison,  Eugene  M.   j         ''  Sec.    9 

I  Morrison,  Olive  A.        I         ''       *  ^ 

I  McClurg,  L.  C.  "  I         26 

(  McClurg.  Marv  A.  "  26 

f  Miller,  Joseph  H.  '■  29; 

\  Lucy  Beeman  "  29 

(  MelLe.an,  Michael  "  iMordsoie 

\  McLean,  Catherine  "  " 

(  Munsternian,  Adam 
\  Munsterinan,  Mena 
(  Macliiels,  Albert 
\  Janev  Lelie 
)  Nutl,'  D.  D. 
\  Nutt.  Ann  T. 
I  Offlighter,  J.  I). 
\Offlighter,  T.  J. 
f  Eankin,  E.  P. 
\  Rankin,  Mrs.  E.  P. 
(  Eandle,  W.  S. 
\  Kandle.  Sarah 
(  Ricks,  W.  T. 
\  Ricks,  Keturah 
f  Rittger,  Christian 
\  Rittger,  Sophia 

Steen  Brothers 
f  Speece,  Isaiah 
\Speece,  Elizabeth 
/  Shull,  E.  S. 
t  Shiill.  Martha  E. 

(Smith.  C.H.  "  Sec.  18 

\  Smith,  Elizabeth  A.  "  18 

f  Stark,  James  P. 
\  Lenora  E.  Stone 
)  Schmidt,  Fred. 
\  Schmidt,  Tlieresia 
f  Smalley,  T. 
\  Sraallev,  Rntli 
f  Simpkin,  Wm.  M. 
\Lavina  Ciail 
f  Schmidt,  G.  H. 
\  Caroline  Zimmerman 

Teppe,  Rev.  A. 
I  Tvler,  George 
i  Tyler,  Margaret 
I  Warren,  W.  R. 
t  Warren,  W.  J. 
(  White,  J.  B. 
\  White,  L.  J. 
J  Wall,  Aason 
I  Wall,  S.  J. 
(  Warren,  A.  W. 
\  Warren,  Sarah  L. 
f  Walker,  J.  B. 
\  Walker,  Emma  E. 
f  Zimmerman,  (ieorge     Nokomis     iSec 
\  Zimmerman,  Johanna' 


Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  H.  Croon 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  J.  C.  Conroy 

DtaLsr  in  Orocerics  mid  Outi-iiKwjir.' 

Wife  of  E.  L.  Cheatham 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser' 
Wife  of  W.  W.  Deming 
Farmer  and  Stuck  Kaiser 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  W.  Grundy 
Fanner  and  Stock  Raiser 
Proprietor  (.'henev  House 
Wife  of  W.  H.  Hearin 


Gernianv 


Wife  of  T.  L.  Knotts 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  G.  Klinger 

Minister  Cumberland   Presl.rteriiin 

Wife  of  Kev.  C.  G.  Keown 
Farming  &  Stock  Raising 
L.ate  liusband  of  E.  Langen 
I  Lawver  ami   Farmer 

:  ]..,<■     ui!.    ■■!    K     r     M.>:i|^,.n 


\Vi|..  ..|  A.  W     Millri 

1  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
;  Wife  of  Thos.  Monegan 
1  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 

Dealer  in  Groceries  &  Queensware 

Wife  of  J.  W.  iVIcCauley 
Attornev-at-Law 
Wife  of'D.  F.  Murry 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  E.  JL  Morrison 
Farmer  .and  Stock  Raiser 
VVifeofL.C.  McClurg 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wifeof  J.H.Miller 


Wife  of  A.  Mnnsterniau 

Saddle  &  Harness  Maker  Hull.ind 

Wifeof  A.  Machiels 
J  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
J  Wife  of  D.  D.  Nutt 
■  Architect  and  Builder 

Wife  of  J.  D.  OtHighter 


Philari.-lphia,  P.i.  "0 
Macoupin  Co.  II  70 
(■,u„li,.,lan,ir„.,Va.  79 
Calaway  Co.  Mo  79 
WasliingtonCo.  O.  J2 

Belmont  Co.,  O.  78 
l.inooln.=hire.Eng68 
Jersey  Co.,  111.  71 
Lincolnshire, Eng  67 
White  Co  ,  III.  68 
Jersey  Co.,  111.  68 
Illinois  69 

Pike  Co.,  111.  69 
Indiana  -'6 

Dover,  r>el.  69 

Ireland  69 

(fermany  •'•1 

Madison  Co.  111.72 
Christi.-inCo.  Ill  12 
Germany  !<}■ 

St.  Clair  Co.,  III.  71 
Sangamon  Co.  II  71 
Indiana  73 

Yorkshire,  Eng.  "3 
Ireland  62 

Madison  Co.  111.  66 
Ireland  <'- 

Kentucky  67 

Illinois 

Stark  Co.,  O.  2" 
Iowa  "2 

St.ClairCo.,  111.  77 

MorelionM.  I'urisii,  l.a     '  ' 

Christian  Co.  Ill  fo 
Kentucky  57 

Orange  Co. N.Y.  p 
Jersey  Co.,  111.  ^ 
Ireland  70 

New  York  73 

Germany  "^ 


Wifeof  E.  P.  Rankin 
»  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser 
!  Wifeof  W.S.  Randle 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wifeul  W.  T    Ricks 
I  I'iriii.  r  iiiid  Stock  Raiser 
I  U  ih-  ..1  I     lliii-er 

I  Fanner'a'iid  Stwi  Raiser 
i  Wife  of  Isaiah  Speece 

Wife'of  E.  S  Shull'""'  ' 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  C.  H.  Smith 

\Vi'l»'''.l",'l.  r.  sinrli 

Fanijeraiiil  Stock  Raiser 

Wife  of  Fred.  Schmidt 
I  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser 
I  Wife  of  T.  Smalley 
1  Salesman  &  Bookkeeper 

Wife  of  W.  M.  Simpkin 

Merchant  Taylor.  &  Dealer  in  Clotli 

Wife  ofG.  H.  .'Schmidt 

I  1   I   i-m!  -lockRaTse'r 

I  W 1  I.     Ivler 

M  '  ij...  W-aBons.  * 

W  !■.    .  ;   U     I:    \v!in-eil 

;  I'lruH  I  ;iimI  Slock  Dealer 

;  WiiL  of.].!;.  White 

•  Liveryman  i  .'Stock  Dealer 

Wife  of  A.  Wall 
)  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser' 
)!Wifeof  A.  W.  Warren 
!  General  Merchandise 

Wifeof  J.  B.  Walker 
)  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
vWife  of  G.  Zimmerman 


Morris  Co.,  N.J.  69 
Jersey  Co  ,  111.  69 
Augusta  Co.,Va70 
Jersey  Co.,  111. 
Hindoostan  "- 
Patrick  Co.,  A'a.  'J 
North  Carolina  69 
Kentucky  69 

ChristiaiiCo.IlHO 
Ohio  60 

tierman 


61 


Illinois 
Ohio 

Jeflerson  Co.,  0. 
Illinois 

Chatham  Co.,  N.C. 
Jersey  Co.,  111. 
HAiry  C'o.,  ICy. 
Macoupin  Co.  II 
Prussia 


England  > 

M.arion  Co.,S.C. ' 
Christian  To.  III- 


Switzerland 
Germany 
LamorCo.,Te.x. 
Macoupin  Co.  II 
Green  Co.,  O. 
North  Carolina 
.Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Delaware  Co,  O. 

Christian  Co    lli 


J  .\rmitage,  V.  G. 
1  Eliza  A.  Loveless 
I  Brownell,  John  I. 
(  vSusanna  Graves 
I  Bowles,  J.  M. 
\  Delila  Hoel 
I  Bremer,  (ieorge  A, 
\  Olive  Bond 
I  Bovd,  Alfreil 
I  Z.  A.  McCormick 
(  Boyd,  James  M. 
(  Martha  \.  Leigh 
(  Clark,  Wm.  M. 
I  M.  J.  Leigh 
I  Clark,  Y.  B. 
t  Elizabeth  S.  Green 
(  Conner,  J.  J. 
(_  Mary  E.  Beutty 
I  Dodson,  .J.  C. 
(  .\nn  Green 
I  Duncan,  J.  D. 
I,  Ilatde  Kalz 
I  Dodson,  T.  C. 
I  Mary  A.  Mitchell 
I  Entrekin.  J.  ,\. 
t^  Entrekin,  Levina 

IB'underbiirk,  Henry  L, 
A  ra  Rape 
Sarah  E.  Dickson 
1  Gladish,  W.  JI. 
(  .\nnie  A.  Clark 
(  CJeorge,  R.  W. 
I  Elizabeth  Anderson 
I  Hill,  John  T. 
I  Emily  Nuckolls 
I  Haines.  Fletcher 
I  Lvdia  A.  .Vnderson 
Haines.  Millard  C. 
(  Hill,  R.  E. 
l  M.  F.  Hailey 
I  Hawk.  .John 
I  Hawk.  Nancy 
(  Hawkins,  S.'W. 
<  E.  J.  Myers 
(  Eliza  Slonaker 
j  Kauerauf,  Daniel  A. 
1  Louisa  H.  Krueger 
(  Kline,  William 
\  Abigail  Miller 
I  Leigh,  E.  T. 
■(  M.  A.  Hill 
I  Leigh,  J.  W. 
[  M.  A    Curvey 
(  Logsdon,  Wm. 
t,  Elizabeth  Meeds 
f  Mundhenke,  Henry 
\  Elizabeth  Conipton 
t  Morgan,  George 
t  Martha  Rape 
I  Murphy,  Lucien 
{A.  E.  Murphy 
I  Meader,  E.  F. 
\  E.  J.  Hunter 
f  Meeds,  Cyrus 
i  Sarah  Aller 
J  Payne,  Frederic 
IM.  A.  Bell 
I  Petrie,  John  W. 
I.  Petrie,  Annie  M. 
I  Purcell,  Patrick 
t  Sarah  Y'oung 
.(  Shake.  John  W. 
i  Mary  E.  George 
(  Sallenger,  L. 
"I  Ruth  J.  Lawley 
(  Simpson,  J.  M. 
\  M.  C.  Ricks 
I  \'ancil,  Andrew  J. 
I  Miriam  Bond 
I  Vanarsdale,  G.  H. 
(  M.  B.  Cave 
I  Walker,  William 
I  Mary  Reed 
(  Will,  John 
\  Rebecca  Craig 
i  f  Walton,  George 
I,  Annie  Shehan 


Palmer         Sec.    6 
"  6 

Jt.inisoriviUc  6 

"  6 

Palmer  7 

M..nis,.i,v 18 

IS 
Palmer  23 

Palmer 

Clarksilale    .Sec.    1 
1 

Palmer         Palmer 

M,.iri,n„ville  Sec.     8 

8 

Palmer  14 

14 

Palmer 

M.iiti.-i.iiviii,.  Sec.  31 
31 
Clark.sdale  11 

Deceased 
Clarksdale   Sec.  11 


Palmer         Sec. 

Taylorville, 
Palmer 

Clarksdale 

Clarksdale  Sec. 
Palmer         Palm 

MMiTis.iiiviiic  Sec. 

Palmer 

Clarksdale 
Palmer 

Mi.nisouvillc 

Palmer 

( 'lark.sdale 

Palmer         Palm 

Taylorville  Sec. 
Palmer 


Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  U.  G.  Armitage 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  J.  I.  Brownell 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  J.  M.  Bowles 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  G.  A.  Bremer 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Deceased  wife  of  A.  Boyd 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  J.  M.  Boyd 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  Wm.  M.  Clark 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  Y-.  B.  ( 'lark 
Physician  and  Surgeon 
Wife  of  J.  .J.  Conner 
Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser 
Wife  of  J.  C.  Dodson 
Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser 
Wife  of  J.  D.  Duncan 
Groceries  and  Hardware 
Wife  of  T.  C.  Dodson 
Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser 
Motberof  J.  A.  Enlrekin 
Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser 
WifeofH.  L.Funderbuik 


Illinois  '62 

Missouri  66 

Illinois  ,72 

j73 
Virginia  71 

Ohio  71 

Distiict  of  Colli  uibia;77 
Sangamon  Co.  Ilj77 
North  Carolina  39 
Kentucky  39 

l39 
Christian  Co.  11142 

.53 

54 

Kentucky  45 

.."        .'  ''^ 

Wisconsin  53 

Illinois  54 

.55 

England  ;55 

Christian  Co.  I11J55 

Illinois  72 

.55 

75 

Pennsylvania      72 


Illin 


60 


FarititT  :iihI  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  K.  W.  (jeorge 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  J.  T.  Hill 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  F.  Haines 
Farmer 

Farmer  and  Stock  Rai,er  and  Hich- 
way  Coniiiiissioner 

Wife  of  R.  E.  Hill  . 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  John  Hawk 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
First  wife  of  S.  W.  Hawkins 
Preseut  wife  of  S.  W.  Hawkins! 
Hotel-keeper 
Wifeof  D.  A.  Kanerauf 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  Wra.  Kline 


Clirislian  Co.  Ill  48 
Kentucky  |64 

Christian  Co.  Ill|48 
150 
50 
37 


Illinois 
Kentucky 


55 
33 

Christian  Co.Ill.l58 
Kentucky  |65 

Chri.stiar;  Co.  Ill;43 
Virginia  ,55 

Ohio  159 


64 
57 
.57 
39 
Wife  of  E.  T.  Leigli  Kentucky  i41 

!  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Christian  Co.  Ill  52 

:  Wife  of  J.  W.  Leigh        Illinois 

I  Farmer  and  Carpenter      Kentucky 

t  Wife  of  Wm.  Logsdon 


Illinois 
Prussia 

Maryland 
Ohio 
Virginia 
Kentucky 


Palmer         Paim 
Taylorville  .Sec. 
Palmer 
Clarksdale    cinrk» 


Wife  of  H.  Mundehnke 
i,  Farmer  and  Slock  Rai.ser 
iiWife  of  G-  Morgan 
■'Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
'  Wife  of  L.  Murphy 
!  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 

>  Wife  of  E.  F.  Meader 

-  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 

I  j  Wife  of  C.  Meeds 
Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser 
Wifeof  F.  Payne 
Physician  and  Surgeon 
\Vi"fe  of  J.  W.  Petrie 

>  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser 
1  WilHof  1>    T'nrcell 


I'liiiin  r  imd  Stock  Raiser 
Wile  of  L.  Sallenger 

[  Fanner  and  Breeder  or  Tlioronghbred' 

1  Wife  of  j.  M.  Simpson 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  A.  J.  Vancil 
Postmaster  and  Druggist 
WifeofG.H.  Vanar.sdale 
I  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
1  Wife  of  W.  Walker 
-'Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
:  Wife  of  J.  Will 
;  Physician  and  Druggist 
I  Wife  of  Dr.  Watton 


Prussia 

Ohio 

Kentucky 

Illinois 

Christian  Co.  I11J44 

Illinois  50 

New  Hampshire    J68 

Illinois  '73 

Christian  Co.  Ill  39 


Illinois 
Kentucky 


North  Carolina 
Ireland 


Kentucky 
Illinois 
Kentucky 
Ireland 
Illinois 
Kentucky 
Christian  Co.  Ill  43 
Illinois  68 


Kentucky 
Ohio 


76 
76 
73 
75 
Pennsylvania  63 
Ohio  "  63 

North  Carolina  J75 
Ireland  '57 


MAX,— TOWNSHIP  13.     RANGE  1  WEST. 


r  AUsman,  J.  W. 
i  Frances  J.  Cook 


1  Assumption   ISeC.  24  Farmer,  and  Breeder  ofFiae  StJSck     KentUCky 

24  Wife  of  J.  W.  AUsman     I  Arkansas 


MAY— TOWI^^SHIP  13.     KANGE   1  WEST.— [Continued.]  8TONINGTON— TOWNSHIP  14  If.     BANGE  1  W.— [Continued.] 


p.  OFFICE.    RESID. 


OCCUPATION. 


P.  OFFICE.    KESID. 


OCCUP-\TION. 


I  Atkinson,  John  S. 
\  Sarah  Sweeney 
I  Baker,  V.  A.  ' 
\  Marv  11.  Reiser 
J  Biigg,  Edward 
t  Christina  Bailev 
(  Brooks,  Chxs. 
1  Caroline  .Jewelt 
iClawson,  Samuel 
I  Claw.son,  Joseph 
-  Celia  J.  Densmore 

Mary  J.  Robh 
I  Electa  Robh 
J  Ettinger,  J.  William 
t  Mary  A.  Willey 
J  Hackenberg,  Joseph 
I  Rachel  C.  Darst 
f  Hazlett,  Robert  A. 
\  Elizabeth  H.  Steel 

{IIarri.0,  Tippo 
Marv  J.  Weller 
Mar'v  J.  Harker 

Hall,  Charles 
f  Hall,  George 
i  Eliza  J.  Funk 
J  Hall,  Wm.  B. 
I,  p;ioisa  Moore 
f  Herdnian,  John  H. 
i  Ella  Finley 
(  Eliza  Henrv 
f  Long,  Sr.,  H.  B. 
\  Maria  McDowell 
f  Leach,  W.  M. 
<  Minerva  ,7.  Gresh 
(  Maggie  D.  Stout, 
r  McBride,  D.  L. 
\  M.ary  Bellamy 
/  Nelson,  Jolin  E. 
\  Christina  Anderson 
f  Peck,  Richard 
\  Naomi  Gould 

Pouting,  Tom  C. 
(  Spates,  Alfred 
i,  Marv  E.  Linier 
f  Saniiers,  X.  I). 
\  Sarah  A.  Larkham 
f  Smith,  John 
tSiirah  E.  Lane 
f  Shetlar,  John 
\  Eliza  J.  Clemens 
/  Tedlie,  William 
I  Tedlie,  Matilda 
f  Willev,  I).  C. 
\  Marv  E.  Black 

Weiser,  F.  F. 
f  Waddle,  Benj.  E. 
\  Mary  E.  Maxwell 
(  Willev,  Nancv 
tWilleV.  Stephen 
f  Waddle,  Josiah  A. 
\  R.  Anna  Fulton 


Tayiorville  Sec.  l-'i  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser'West  Virginia    ;U 

!•'>  Wile  of  J.  S.  Atkinson  "  04 

l.'i  Farjnerand  Cattle  Feeder  Kentuckv  -d.j 

l.">\Vifeof  V.A.Baker  "      '  .",1 

'is' Farmer  and  Stock  RaiseriChrlstian  Co.  Ill  48 

-■'!  Wife  of  E.  Bugg  New  York  74 

■J7  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  England  .")() 

27  Wife  of  C.  Brooks  Ohio  64 

.\ssunipti'n  i-')  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser  Christian  Co.  Ill  .58 

Deed  Jan.   U'l,  't;!)  I  .idh  i  mI  S  (  lawson  Tennessee  .",1 

lil,  ''il  I  M-i  wii.    .[  J.is.clawson  Kentucky  ."il 

1.5.  'i;:;  S,TM, I  will  1,1. iiisClawson  Illinois  "  .5] 

.\ssumpti'n  Sec.  2-5  Widow  of  Jos.  Clawson     Virginia  32 

Tavlorville  SlFarmer  and  Stock  Kaiser  Pennsylvania      68 

SVVifeof  W.  J.  F:tlinger      Christian  Co.  Ill  .51 

.\ssunipti'n  Mti  ■■ '  J' '  " ,'""'  *'""  *'""'  Pennsvlvania      .56 

■'       ^  :i<iu     '    ',:    1     m'.    I,..ul.ertf  |Ohio  '  .56 

Tayiorville  16  I  :inii>  i  .ml  Stock  RaiserjOhio  27 

16  Wile  .)r  i;.  .\.  Hazlett       | Kentucky  29 

Farmer  and  Stock  Kaiser  Tennessee  40 

Present  wife  of  T.  Harris  Pennsylvania      oS 
Deed  Feb.  22,  '53  First  wife  of  T.  Harris      England  46 

Willey  Sec.    7  Grain  Buyer  Christian  Co.  Ill  46 

Farmer  and  Sto<^k  Raiser  West  Virginia    67 
Wife  of  Geo.  Hall  Christian  Co.  Ill  4-5 

Farmer  and  Cattle  Feederl  West  Virginia    3.5 


Dec'd  M'ch 
Tavlorville 


16,  '.54 
Sec.  23 


.\ssunipti'n 


Deed  Nov. 
Assumpti'n 


3.5 
9.  '74 
Sec.  3-5 


Tavlorville 

1  1 
32 

32  1 

As,sumpti'n 

36 

36 

Stonington 

3( 

Stonington 
Tavlorville 


Dec'd  .\ug.| 
Tavlorville 


Willey 


Sec.    8 

8 

Willey 


Sec.  23 
23 


Wife  of  W.  B.  Hall  ,  Virginia 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser' Pennsvlvania  ; 
Wifeof  J.  H.  Herdman    Ireland 

Widow  of  Robtllerdman   Pennsylvania  . 

Farmer  iV- Fine  Stock  R'r          "  I 

Wifeof  H.  B.  Lon.'.Sr.             "  ( 

Farmer  and  .Stock  Kaiser  Virginia  -■ 
First  wife  of  W.  .M.  L.       Indiana 

Present  wife  of  W.  M.  L.  Illinois  : 
Pastor  Bap  Ch  Stonington  Montgo'v  Co  Pa  ' 

Wife  of  D.  L.  McBride     Greene  Co.  III.  ( 

Farmer  and  Stock  Kaiser  Sweden  ' 

Wife  of  J.  E.  Nelson                "  ' 

Farmer,  St'k  R'r  <&  Ass'r  Englanil  .' 

Wife  of  R.  Peck               j  West  Virginia  ; 

Grazer  and  Brdr  Fine  Stk  Sonier.setshire  ; 
Fanner  and  Cattle  Feeder  Tennessee 

Wife  of  A.  Spates              England  t 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Connecticut  '• 

Wife  of  N.  D.  Sanders              "  ; 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  England  ' 

Wifeof  J.  Smith                illlinois  ,' 

Farmer  and  .Stock  Rai.seriOhio  !( 

Wife  of  J.  Shetlar            jPennsylvania  |( 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Ireland  '; 

SisterofWm.  Tedlie                 "  J 
Farmer  and  Blacksmith   Ohio 

Wife  of  D.  C.  Willev        Illinois  : 


I  Peabodv,  C.  A. 
I  Marv  E.  Shaw 
I  Peabody,  Wm.  E. 
t  Ellen  Strain 
f  Peabody.  .lames  A. 
\  Sarah  E.  Huit 
f  Peabody,  Samuel  N. 
'  .lane  N.  Burnh.im 
(  Maria  A.  Parkhurst 
I  Slaughter.  J.  W. 
1  Slaughter.  Susan 
I  Schuyler,  James  J. 
(.  Marv  E.  Smith 
(  Snhranlz,  Eph. 
(  Nancy  Moliler 
I  Schrantz.  Lee 
(,  Emma  Wood 
t  .Schrantz.  Sylvester 
t  Levina  E.  Waltz 
I  Schrantz.  Wilson 
(  Mary  Hu.xley 
t  Smith.  James  L. 
(.  Mary  JI.  Witmeyer 
(  Stone,  Richard 
(.  Frances  Livergood 
(  Stillman,  Frank 
\  Mary  F.  Bennett 
I  Slapleton,  Matt. 
(^  Mary  Leonard 
I  Saniiers.  J.  L. 
'(  .\chsah  F.  Palmer 

.Schaub.  Jacob 
I  Temple.  K.  B. 
iMattie  A.  Peabody 
f  AVitmever.  Levi 
t  Susan  Sell  km 
I  Wetzel.  Moses  R. 
(.  Emily  M.  Eaton 
(  Wilcox.  James  E. 
I  Mary  G.  Sims 
I  Young,  B.  F. 
"l.  S.  F.  Schrantz 
/  Young,  Leander  R, 
1  Louisa  J.  Speight 


Stonington  .Se 


Dec'd  July 

1856 

Stonington 

Sec.  3.5 

iSton'n 

- 

Sec.  20 

Dec'd  Jan. 

19,  '79 

Stonington 

Sec.  18 

IS 

18 

18 

8 

S 

18 

IS 

18 

IS 

U 

1-1 

c 

Dec.  Nov. 

16,  '78 

Blut?  .Mound 

,Sec.  11 

11 

Stonington 

36 

I 

Sec 

18 
18 
24 
24 

Blue  Mound 

11 

11 

Stonii 

igton 

^ 
N 

Wille\ 

Sia. 

31 
31 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wifeof  C.  A.  Peabody 
Farmer  and  St'ick  Kaiser 
Wife  of  W.  E.  IVabody 
Farmer  aii<l  Stock  Kaiser 
Wifeof  J.  A.  Peabodv 
Fm'r,  St'k  R'r  AFr'tG'r 
First  wife  S.  N.  Peabody 
Present  wife. S  N  Peabody 
General  Merchant 
Wife  of  J.  W.  Slaughter 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Former  \vife  J  .1  Schuyler 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  E.  Schrantz 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  Lee  Schrantz 
Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser 
Wife  of  S.  Schrantz 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  W.  Schrantz 
Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  J.  L.  Smith 
Farmer  and  Mason 
Wife  of  R.  Stone 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Late  wife  of  F.  Stillman 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wifeof  M.  Stapleton 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  .J.  L.  Sanders 
Farmer  and  .Stock  Kaiser 
Stock  Dealer  A  Merchant 
Wife  of  R.  K.  Temple 
Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  L.  Witmeyer 
Farmer  and  Teacher 
Wife  of  M.  R.  Wetzel 
Farmer  aud  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  .J,  E.  Wilcox 
F'mr,  St'k  R  r  A  Teacher 
Wife  of  B.  F.  Young 
Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  L.  R.  Young 


Christian  Co.  O.  48 

Pickaway  Co.  0  6.5 

Christian  Co.  Ill  46 

49 


44 
N.  Lond'n, Conn  67 

39 
East  Hartford  "  3.5 
Endfield,  Conn.  .50 
Sullivan  Co  Ten  70 
Crawford  Co  Ind  70 
Genesee  Cu  N  Y  63 
Dearb'rnCoInd63 
Lancaster  Co  Pa  67 

67 
Stark  Co.  Ohio  67 
Piatt  Co.  III.  56 
Stark  Co.  Ohio  67 
Summit  Co.  O.  73 
Stark  Co.  Ohio  67 
Summit  Co.  O.  6-5 
Wxsh'n  Co.  Ind  68 
Stark  Co.  Ohio  68 
Somersetsh'e  En  72 
.Sangamon  Co  II.  61 
New  York  80 

Portsmo'thCoO 
Ireland  66 

Sangamon  Co  111  69 
Connecticut  37 

54 
Germany  65 

Kuux  Co.  Tenn69 
Christian  Co.  11153 
Lancaster  Co  Pa  68 
Stark  Co.  Ohio  68 
Lombard  Co  Pa  64 
Sullivan  Co  Ind  48 
Sangamon  Co  111  68 
Morgan  Co.  Ill  68 
Stark  Co.  Ohio    67 

67 
Trigg  Co.  Ky.  33 
Dixon  Co.  Teun  42 
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West  Virginia   ,67   \ 

"  'K7'     t. 


Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 

Wife  of  B.  E.  Waddle 

Widow  of  Stephen  Willey  Tennessee 

Farmer  and  Cattle  Dealer  Ohio 

Farmer  and  Stock  Kaiser  West  Virginia 

Wife  of  J.  A.  Waddle       Pennsvlvania 
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f  Bowman,  .\sa 

\  Bowman,  Marv 

/  Banghman,  S.'E. 

I  Eliza  A.  Serberling 

f  Bellamy  John 

\  Sarah  j.  Denton 

)  Brown,  Randolph  C. 

\RosineJ.  Schat'enaker 

f  Covington,  Robert  W.  Stoningt 

t  Martha  V.  Van  Dorn 

/  Conover,  .Tames 

\  Letha,  Thom.i.s 

J  Chapman,  Noves  B. 

t  Ellen  A.  Hule'tt 

I  Doyle,  Daniel 

\  Mary  Kerwin 

/  Dwyer,  Patrick 

1  Mary  Stapleton 

f  Evemeyer,  Henry 

\  Lizzie  Branner 

j  Emerson,  Ann  E. 

\  Emerson,  Richard  N. 

Porter,  D.  W. 
f  Peabodv,  Wm.  S. 
1  Sarah  K.  Button 


Stonington 

Sec.  29 

" 

29 

7 

Blue  Mound 

10 

10 

" 

4 

4 

Stonington 

27 

su,„i„ru: 

Sec.  25 

25 

30 

30 

28, 

28 1 

" 

17; 

" 

17 

" 

33 

Dec'd  M'ch 

10,  '71 

Stonington 

Stoniiig"D 

Sec.  36 

36 

1 

I  Horticulturist 

I  Wife  of  A.  Bowni 

'  Farmer  aud  Stock  Rai.ser 

Wife  of  .S.  E.  Banghman 
)  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
I  Wifeof  J.  Bellamy 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
:  Wife  of  R.  C.  Brown 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 

Wife  ofR.W.  Covington 
1  Prop'r  Stonington  Hotel 

Wife  of  James  Conover 
I  Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser 
t  Wife  of  N.  B.  Chapman 
I  Farmer  &  Stock  Raiser 
I  Wife  of  D.  Doyle 
1, Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
;|Wife  of  P.  Dwyer 
'Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
jWife  of  H.  Evemeyer 
!jFarming& Stock  Raising 
jLatehusbof  AE  Emerson 

Physician  and  Surgeon 

I  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
l^Wife  of  W.S.  Peabody 


Warren  Co.  O.  57 
Greene  Co.  III.  .57 
Summit  Co.  O.  i65 
!65 
Greene  Co.  III.  |70 
Christian  Co.  Ill 
Germany  66 

■'     ■  ,66 

.Albemarle  Co.  Va.  57 
Madison  Co.  111.  63 
Adams  Co.  Pa.  73 
Pulaski  Co.  Kv.  "3 
New  Lond.  Co  Con  37 
Ohio  70 

Ireland  '  69 


68 

'68 

Ca,ss  Co.  111.        77 

Wash'n  Co.  Ind'eS 

Fayette  Co.  Kv.  54 

'  Is-* 

Belmont  Co.  O.  78 
New  Lend.  Co  Con  37 
Windham  Co."  39 


f  Council.  A.  M. 

t  Martha  Williams 

(  Campbell.  James  M. 

t.  Nancy  .Jones 
De  Camp,  Daniel 
Pernecy,  Langley 

I  Greenwood,  Basil 

I.  Eliza  Ann  Townsend 

f  Harrold,  Wm. 

1  Marv  J.  Murray 

■  Italfonl,  Wra.  W. 

J  Sii>an  llutrhings 

I  (Irinda  IJankson 

I.  Mary  L.  Lee 

I  Harl.  Isaac 

\  Elizabeth  May 

/  Hill,  T.  B. 

I.  Lacie  T.  Harris 

I  Harrington.  George  P. 

I  Emma  .J.  Wilkinson 

f  Ludwick,  Hiram  S. 

I  Sarah  C.  Spindle 

.(  McCague.  Walker  H. 

I,  -\lice  L.  Patterson 

I  Mehigin.  .Johannah 

(  Melugin.  Thotn:is 

f  Milli^-nn,  G.  W. 

]  Eliza  M.  Firey 

( .John  Henry  Firey, 

(  Matthews,  .Alexander 

<  Malinda  Miller 

(.  Mary  Penter 

f  Mathews,  George  W. 

\  Milla  M.  Burris 

(  May,  Jacob 

■j  Margaret  Spivey 

t,  Amanda  J.  Mathews 

f  Peek,  Wm.  M. 

1  Elizabeth  Stevens 

I  Payne,  C.  E. 

\  Mary  F.  Williams 


Edinburg     See.  29  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Christian  Co.  Ill  43 

29  Wife  of  A.  M.  Council      Sangamon  Co.  II  65 

Edb'rg  Farmer  &  .Stock  Shipper         "  30 

"  ■■        Wifeof  J.  M.  Campbell    F:ast  Tenn.  ,57 

"  "  Finer.  Brdr  Blooded  Hnrieri  p.  M-  Giles   Co.  Va.        42 

"  '•        Wifeof  D.  De  Camp         Christian  Co  Ky  28 

"  "  Physn,  Electric  ,1  4  Pro.  Coal  Shan  Kentucky  .64 

"  "        Wife  of  Dr.  Greenwood    CapeMavCoNJ  65 

B't&  Shoe  Mf.&  Not  Pub  Enghand'  71 

Wife  of  W.  Harrold  L;iselle  Co.  III.    71 

Fm'r,  St'k  Raiser  &  F'der  Wayne  Co  Tenn  34 
16,  '46  First  wife  W.  W.  Halford  Rockb'ge  Co  Va  41 
Edb'rg  Divorced  wife     "  Fayette  Co.  III.  50 

"        Present  wife        "  "  64 

Sec.    1  Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser  Preble  Co.  Ohio  55 
28.  '69  Late  wife  of  Isaac  Hart  "  55 

Edb'rg  City  Marshall  Warren  Co.  111.  68 

Wi'feofT.  B.Hill  Virginia 

Banker  Schuyler  Co  III   71 

Wife  of  G.  P.  Harrington  Christian  Co.  Ill  .50 
Sec.  27  Farmer  Rockb'ge  Co  Va  57 

27  Wife  of  H.  S.  Ludwick     Augusta  Co.  Va  44 
12  Farmer  and  Stock  Rai-^er  Springfield,  111.  76 
12  Wife  of  W.  II.  MrCa-uv  S,-,,tt  Co.  111.       78 
29  Farmer  and  Stock  Rai~er  Washington  DC  44 
6,  '77  Late  husband  J.  Melugin  Dixon  Co.  Tenn  32 
Edb'rg  Druggist  &  Deputy  P.  M.  Christian  Co  111  53 
"     "  Wife  of  G.  W.  Milligan  "  57 

"        Druggist  "  '59 

Sec.  35  Farmer&Justiceof  Peace  Tennessee  18 

10,  ■46Firstwifeof  A.  Matthews  Kentucky  26 

Sec.  35  Present  wife        "  Madison  Co.  Ill  50 

36  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Callaway  Co  Mo  50 
36,  Wife  of  Geo.  W.  Mathews  Shelby  Co.  III.    56 
35'Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Preble  Co.  OhiO|56 
12,  '72'First  wife  of  J.  May         Butler  Co.  Ohio  56 
Sec.  35  Present  wife  of  J.  Mav     Callaway  Co  Mo  50 
Edb'rg  Dl'r  Dry  Goods  &  Grbc's  Boone  Co.  Kv.   ,48 
"       ,Wifeof  Wm.  M.  Peek  "  '      4.8 

Sec.  32  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Suffolk  Co.  N.J.  65 
32|Wife  of  C.  E.  Payne         Sangamon  Co  1151 


Dec'd  May 
Edinburg 


Dec'd  M'eli 
Eilinburg 


Dec'd  M'ch 
Edinburg 


Dec'd  Apr. 
Edinburg 


Dec'd  Dec. 
Edinburg 
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p.  OFFICE.    RESID. 


OCCUrATIOX. 


NATIVITV. 


P.  OFFICE.    RESID. 


OLCUP-VTION. 


X.VTIVITY. 


I  Riohardson,  Win. 
J  Caroline  Wliitnier 
1  Rioliard.son,  Isiiac 
I  Ricliarrlson,  Louisa 
I  .Stokcii,  Iverson 
l  Lonisa  .\sliley 
(  Williams,  Geo. 
\  Mary  Huniphry.-i 
(  Wilkinson,  Geo.  C. 
\  Lizzie  Vandeveer 


I  Bi^kerdikc,  Wni. 

I  Marv  Duscnbnrv 

f  Ballard,  T.  R. 
\  Elizalieili  Depew 

f  Bates,  Z.  F. 

\  Joanna  ^^.  Murray 

j  Cnssins,  J.  S.  C. 

I  Ella  Lord 

f  Fox,  J.  T. 
\  .\ngeline  Fiiffiuan 
]  Hunter,  .J.  C. 

(  Allies  M.  Robinson 

f  Hunter,  John  W. 
\  Martha  J.  Vermilion 

(  Johnson,  Benjamin  E 
1  Margaret  E.  Moore 

(  Lawton,  James 
'l  Maria  Arrand 

I  Lawton,  A.  E. 
■(.  Fannie  E.  Painter 

(  Lawton,  Samnel  C. 
"(  Irena  A.  Pullen 

f  Large,  Richard 

\  Margaret  McGinni 


Sharpsburg  Sec.  .'iH  Farmer  and  Stock  Rai.ser  Christian  Co.  Ill  44    i  Lrach,  Martin  B. 

;W  Wife  of  W.  Richardson     Licking  Co.  O.    Bl     (  Maggie  Brad  ley 
Dec-dJan.     S,  •-:!  Father  of  "  Kentucky  'SI    i  Lakm,  T^  N. 

Sharpsburg  Sec.  ;K  Mother  of         "  CliristianC.i  Ky  41     i  Kehe.ra  Hunter 

Edinburg  3  F'mr,  St'k  R'r  &  Carpe'r  Todd  Co.  Ky.      -J'.'    i  La^y,  Thomas 

3  Wife  of  I.  Stokes  Sangamon  Co  II  4:>    i  (  atharine  llarlior 

"  See  32  Fanner  iS:  Stock  Raiser     Franklin  Co.  O.  51    <  Little,  Robert 

"  I     "        Wife  ofG.  Williams         Fleming  Co.  Ky  51    i  Cl'arlotte  Pike 

Edb'rg  Liv'viuan  &  Dl'r  Ag.  Imp  Christian  Co.  Ill  41     (  ilcElroy,  Joseph  W. 
"  ;•"       Wife  of  G.  Wilkinson  "  |55    I  McElroy,  Emma 

I  '     M  McAfee,  Robert  J. 

=■=- ^--         '  t  Anna  E.  Large 

(  Murrv,  J.  H. 
\Ann  "Cath.  Wolfkill 
I  Pepper,  Joshua 
"t  Catharine  White 
I  Russell,  Riifus 
I  r>ollv  S.  Bissell 
I  Roberts,  James 
(  Elizalieth  ."Atkinson 
I  Stipe,  Charles 
\  Nancv  Jane  ( 'asev 
(  Titch'enell,  Elvira  S. 
ITItchenell,  Moses 
J  Wilson,  Abraham 
I.  Jennie  Mull 


25  Farmer 

25  Wife  of  M.  B.  Leach 
5  Farmer  and  Teacher 
5  Wife  of  T.N.  Lakin 


North  Carolina  68 
Christian  Co.  Ill  57 

Tuscarawas  Co.,  Olifo    '54 

"     53 
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7  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Tyrom-  Co..  iruiuud     [65 
7  Wife  of  T.  Law  Patrick  Co.,  Virt65 

3l'i  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Hiiisiioro  Co..  n.  h.     '64 
Mli  Wife  of  R.  Little  Grafton  Co.,  N.  H,'64 

18  Farmer  and  Supervisor  Harrison  Co.,  O  62 
18  Wile  of  J.  W.  McElroy  Preble  Co.,  O.  62 
28  Fanner  and  Stock  Raiser  Morgan  Co.,  111.  ,^9 
28  Wife  of  R.  J.  McAfee  Noble  Co.,  O.  56 
ti  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Franklin  Co.,  Pa  56 


'le  Sec.  25  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  England 
25  Wife  of  W.  Bickerdike     Ohio 
Mill'vle  Grain  and  Hav  Dealer 
WifeofT.  R.  "Balhird 
)      Sec.  30  Farmer  and  Stock  Kai>-ir  Illinois 

30  Wife  of  Z.  F.  Bates  Ohio 

Wife  of  Dr.  Cunsins  Illinois 

Sec  21  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Virginia 

'  21  Wife  of  J.  T.  Fox  Ohio 

o„,oeco  Drv  G'ds,  Groc's  &  P.  M.      " 

Wifeof  J.  C.  Hunter 
Sec.  33  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser      " 

33  Wife  of  J.  W.  Hunter       Illinois 
15  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Ohio 
15  Wife  of  B.  E.  Johnson      Indiana 
4  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Ohio 
4  Wife  of  A.  E.  Lawton       Canada 
ille  4  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Ohio 

4  Wife  of  A.  E.  Lawton  Illinois 
4  Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser  Canada 
4  \Vife  of  S.  C.  Lawton         Pennsylv 

31  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Ireland 


Ro^ 


Pana 


(1  Wifeof  J.  H.  Miiny  "  '-56 

o  Farmer  Virginia  54 

5  Wife  of  J.  Pepper  Maryland  ,54 

24  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Massachusetts     56 

24  Wifeof  R.  Russell  Connecticut        |57 
Rooioood  Retired  Capitalist  Harrison  Co.,  O.  66 

Wife  of  J.  Roberts  .leHlfrson  Co.,  O.  66 

Sec.  25  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Gruys.m  Co.,  W.Va  66 

25  Wife  of  V.  Stipe  Ciarrett  Co.,  Kv.  66 
25  Retired.     Whlow  of      |    Braxton  Co.,  W.Va  67 

Dec'd  May  23,  '76  Moses  Titchenell.  i"  Preston  Co.,  W.Vn  67 
Rosemond  Sec.  6  Farmer  and  Blacksmith  Harrison  Co., O.  56 
Dec'd  M'cli  7, 1874  Late  Wife  of  A.  Wilson  "  ;64 


Rosemond 
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66 


Millersv'le 

Dec'd  Feb.  n,  1876  Late  wife  of  R.  Large 


Martha  A.  Shankland    Millersv'le  Sec.  31  Present  wife  of  R.  Large  Ohio 


OS  I  .Vtkison,  James 

.53  I  .\tkison.  Sarah  .\. 

71  f  Busbv.  .Madi.-on 

.53  ',  Busby,  Amanda  J. 

41  (  Jemima  Selhy 

.56  /Mary  A.Craig 

Pennsylvania     i56  I  Catharine  Rowland 


(  Large,  CJeorge  G. 

\  Mary  A.  O.  Cleary 

(  Montgomery,  Alex,       ( 

t  Marion  Carswell 

(  McShea,  Royal 

1  Mary  A.  McLeod 

J  Okey,  Mervin  G.  '' 

\  Elizabeth  J.  McVicker 

I  Shepherd,  E.  R. 

\  Sarah  P.  Ring 

(  Stevens,  A.  J. 

\  Philomen  Prince 

rSuttle,  Jonas 

\  Jane  Lemmon 

(  Maria  E.  .Tones 

f  Ward,  John 

1  Mary  J.  Griffith 


apti'n  Sec, 


Tavlorville 
Dec'd  Oct. 
Taylorville 
Owaneco 


32  F'mr,  Stock  &  Bee  Raiser 

32  Wife  of  G.  G.  Large         Ireland 

reo  Saddle  &  Harness  Maker  Scotland 

Wife  of  A.  Montgomery 

Plivs'n,  Surg'n  A  (.Jrocer  Canada 

Wi'fe  of  Dr.  McShea 
,v,  F'mer  and  Stock  Rai.ser    Ohio 

Wifeof  M.  G.  (Ikcy 
1  Farmer  and  StDck  Raiser      '' 

1  Wife  of  E.  R.  Shepheid    Virginia 

2  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Illinois 
2  AVife  of  A.  J.  Stevens        ( 'bristian  Co.  II1'58 
7  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  N'irgini 


8       Busby,  .las.  R. 
56    I  Complon,  F^lisha 

66  l  Compton.  Mrs.  A. 
73|   I  Compton,  A.  K. 
73;  \  Compton,  Theresa 
68i   ("Dickson,  E.  P. 
68j   I  Dickson,  .\rmiss 
67:  'I  Dickson,  Sarah 

67  [  Dickson,  Henry  ( '. 
61  ;  .1  Estabrook,  James  AV. 

64  I  Fjstabrook,  Susan  E. 

65  I  I'inley,  James 
Agnes  A  Kirkpatrick 
Goodan  Brothers 


1871  First  wife  of  J.  Siittle        England 
Sec.    7  Present  "  "  Virginia 

23  Fm'r,  Blacks'th  &  Miller  Ohio 
23AVifeof  J.  Ward 


f- 
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S. 


(  Brown,  John  M 
\  Brown,  M.  A. 
(  Butterfield,  Join 
\  Maria  Tope 
(  Bollcs,  F.  B. 
\  Bollcs,  E. 
[  PhcL4ie  Swift 
jCha.sc,  William  A. 
\  Mary  M.  Cook 
j  Carper,  B.  F. 
\  Clarissa  B.  Childs. 
J  Dering,  Charles  F. 
\  Mary  .1.  Bailey 

{Ebert,  Frederic  C. 
Ebert,  Philip 
Paulina  Fischer 
r  Ewing,  R.  S. 
\  Caroline  Simpson 
j  Fischer,  Ferdinand 
\  Maggie  F.  Bess 
f  Finch,  J.  H. 
\  Martha  A.  AVall 
f  Guth,  Louis 
\  Guth,  Caroline 
J  Low,  David 
\  Rosanna  Pike 


Rosemond   Sec.  23  Farmer  Kentucky 

AVife  of  John  M.  Brown  " 

"  6  Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser  Carroll  Co.,  O, 

6  Wifeof  J,  S.  B. 
"  14  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Christian  Co.,IlI  59    (  Mary  Ct 

''  I         74  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Massachusetts     '58    (  Pittenger,  John 


53  f  Hamell,  Thomas 
71  1  Haniell,  Sarah  E. 
65    ^  Johnson,  ^\'m.  Rosemond 

(Johnson.  Mary  M. 
Johnson,  John  Nokomis 

Johnson,  George 
t  Johnson,  Marv 
I  Klinefelter,  Cornel's  B.  Taylorville 
I,  Agnes  P.Miller  "   " 

I  Luzader,  Mathew  Nokomis 

-,  Luzader,  .Annie  " 

5    I  Luzader,  F".  S. 
0    I  Miller,  John  W. 
3   "I  Miller,  Julia  A. 
3    (  Miller.  Charles 
wood 


Pana  Sec.  12  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Harrison  Co.  O.  69 

12  Wifeof  J.  Atki-son  "  77 

Nokomis  27  Farmer  and  Assessor        Nicholas  Co  Ky  -57 

"  27  Present  wife  of  M.  Busby  Illinois  60 

Dec'd  Mav      1848  Former  wife  ''  Kentucky 

"  1S51  .Second  wife  "  Indiana  ;51 

1860  Third  wife  "  Kentucky  [52 

Nokomis      Sec.  34  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Christian  Co  111  51 

"  32  Farmer  and  J.  P.  Coshocton  Co.  Oj56 

32  Wife  of  E.  Compton         Bond  Co.  111.      161 

"  32  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  C'oshocton  Co.  0  56 

32  Wife  of  A.  K.  Compton    England  |73 

Tavlorville  10  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Christian  Co.  Ill|49 

10  Wife  of  E.  P.  Dickson      Virginia  |72 

'■  10  Mother  of         "  Sangamon  Co  I1'37 

Dec'd  Feb.     6,  '72iLate  husb.  Sarah  Dickson  St.  Clair  Co.  111.137 

Morrison'le  Sec.  18  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Madison  Co.  111. '66 

18  Wife  of  J.  AV.  Estabrook  ';  !66 

Nokomis  36  Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser  Harrison  Co.  O.J56 

.'56  Wifeof  J.  Finley  Perrv  Co.  Pa.      71 

Taylorville  10  F'mers,  St'k  R'r.s  &  D'lrs  Illinois  |45 

Nokomis  20  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Hamilton  Co.  Oi54 


20  Wife  of  T.  Hamell  Virginia 

11  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  New  Jersey 
11  Wife  of  AV.  Johnson         Carroll  Co.  Ohio 
24  F'armer  Germany 

24  Farmer  [Johnson         " 

24  Mother  of  John  &  Gieorge         " 
3  Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser  Pennsylvania 


I  Wife  of  C.  B.  Klinefelter  Coshocton  Co  0.52 
23  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  TaylorCo  AV  A'a  70 


14  AVife  of  E.  Bolles 

13  Fruit  Grower 

13  AVife  of  W.  A.  Chase 

24  Farmer 

24  Wife  of  B.  F.  Carper 

Roseiuoud 


58|  1  Pittenger,  Julia  x\nn 

Boston,  Mass      :57  f  Randle,  Nathan 

Baltimore,  Md.  57  'l.  Randle.  Martha  Ann 

r,.,har  Co..  w,  v,,.      69'  (  Randle,  R.  H. 

Grand  B.^i.ids,  Mkh.    ,77  1  Randle,  Rebecca  A. 

Pastor  ConsneatiouaiciiuKii  New  York.  69  f  Simpson,  AVeslev 

AVife  of  C.  F.  Dering        Jersey  Co.,  111.    67  -  Simpson,  Sarah  J. 

Sec.    6  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Tuscarawas  Co.,  o,       68  (  Simpson,  Martha  S. 

6  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Germany  68  f  Shafer,  H.J. 

RAVifeof  P.  Ebert  Pennsylvania      68  1  Shafer,  Ann  Nora 

11  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Jefiifrson  Co.,  O  OS;  f  Simonson.  Jacob 


Dec'd  husb 

of 

Pana 

Sec.  15 

15 

Palmer 

7 

7 

Rosemond 

1 

Nokomis 

33 

" 

33 

" 

34 

'■ 

34 

Rosemond 

12 

11  AVifeof  R.  S.  Ewing 


"       .AVife  of  Dr.  Fischer 
Sec.  35  Farmer  and  Stock  Rai 
35  AVife  of  J.  II.  Finch 

Rosoiuoiid  Druggist 

AVife  of  L.  Guth 


Harrison  Co.,  O.  68  I  Simonson,  Mattie 

Germany  78'  (  Schaefer,  Jacob 

55  I  Schaefer,  Catherine 

72  (  Watkins,  E.  L. 

72  I  AVatkins,  Catherine  C. 

59j  r  AVarren,  Wm.  M. 

60  1  AVarren,  Anna  M. 


Ohio 
England 
New  York 
France 
Germany 
Sec.  25|Farmer  and  Stock  RaiserlNorth  Carolina  |60,j  /  Zimmermann,  Henry    ^fokomi: 
25  AVife  of  D.  Low  "  "        60'I1  Zimmerman,  Antje 


23, Mother  of  Matt.  Luzader 

Annie  Luzader — died       .Jan.  17,  18' 
Farmer  and  Supervisor     Tuscaraw'sCoO 
AVife  of  J.  AV.  Miller        iVIarion  Co.  0. 
F'mr  &  B'dr  Short  Horns  Germany 
Wife  of  (_'.  Miller  Pennsylvania 

Farmer  &  Stock  Raiser    Harrison  Co.  0. 
Wife  of  J.  Pittenger 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Coshocton  Co.  0 
Wife  of  N.  Randle 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Madison  Co.  III. 
AVife  of  R.  H.  Randle       Indiana 
Fm'r  &  Breeder  of  Hogs   Harrison  Co.  O. 
Dec'd  May  "0,  '73, Late  wife  of  W.  Simpson 
Rosemond   .Sec.  12  Present  wife        "  Jeft'erson  Co  Ky 

Taylorville  3  Farmer  Germany 

3  AVife  of  H.  J.  Shafer         Kentucky 
Palmer  6  Fm'r&  Bd'rFineCattle&  Norway 

I  6,AVife  J.  Simonson    [Hogs  Mass. 

Nokomis     I         30, Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  AVurtemb'g.Ger 
t         30, AVife  of  J.  .Schaefer 

14  F'mr  and  B'dr  Fine  Stock  Carroll  Co.  O. 
nlAVife  of  E.  L.  AVatkins      Taylor  Co.  Va. 
13  F'mrand  B'dr  Fine  Stock  Piatt  Co.  111. 
13  AVife  of  AVm.  M.  AVarren  Adams  Co.  O. 
20  F'mr  &  B'dr  Short  Horns'Germany 
20'AVife  of  H.  Zimmermann         " 


Pana 
Rosemond 


MOSQUITO— TOWN   13   AND   16   NOllTII.      KANGK   1   WKST.MT.  AUBUKN— TOWNSHIP  15  NORTH.    RANGES  3  &  3  WEST. 


p.  OFFICE.    KESID. 


Old  TATION. 


J  Arnisirong,  Wru.  Sr. 
1  S.atira  Fk'klin 
f  Annsining.  J;nnc?s  T. 
\  lillen  E.  Rowlings 
I  Annsirons:,  Win.  Jr. 
\  Ann  K.  Hunsley 
j  Armslrong,  .).  A. 
\  Lavina  I).  Boikin 
f  Beanl    Lewis 
\  Penny  Muri  y 
f  Botlrell,  Sampson 
l  Mary  C.  Leper 
(  Beilsclmiitli,  Henrv 
t  Clara  Eberly 
f  Ben.son,  George 
\  Mary  A.  Acavd 
J  Braniel,  Klias 
1  Donnila  Doilson 
)  Belz,  Sauniel 
\  Catharine  Wei. I  man 
I  Bauer.  Charles  R. 
"(  Aliee  K.  Wall 
f  Crawford,  LeonarJ 
\  Mary  W.  Kidder 

Clements,  E.  P. 
(  Drennan.  .John  L. 
(  Henrietta  Wimherlev 
I  Drake,  L.  F. 
\  Emily  J.  Short 
(  Drake,  Thomas 
I  Loznia  Daniels 
J  Davidson,  Hezek 
I  Xancv  ,1.  ProtKtt 
rDiickVall,  S.  T.  S 
\  Diickwall,  Tlios.  J.  K 
(  Levina  Shawn 
f  Drennan,  E^  W. 
1  Marv  E.  .Samlers 
J  Fletcher,  .John  G. 
1  Thiirsey  Newell 
J  (ireer,  A.  S. 
I  Mali.ssa  A.  Davidson 
(  Graham,  Harrison 
\  Sarah  Laws 
I  Graham,  Eliiah 
(  Griswold,  Damon 
I  Etna  Baldwin 
)  Graham,  J.  W. 
I  Maggie  A.  Hamilton 
J  Hudson,  Dongla.s  C. 
I  Mary  E.  Cannon 
I  Hardv,  George  B. 
\  Elizabeth  Marsh 

Johnson,  Kul'us 
j  Lamer,  Jom  jdi 
I  Marv  F.  Miirrv 
I  McCoy.  Janus  S. 
\  Eliza  J.  JIcKinnev 
J  MeKaig.  John 
\  Eliza  Bain 
j  Montgomery,  J-  C. 
I  Mattie  J.  Pelius 
(  Marshall,  Robert,  Sr. 
t  Marv  A.  Wileock 
f  MilMgan,  D.  J. 
t  Rachel  A.  HuntPr 
J  McQiialitv,  George 
1  Maria  J.  Graham 
J  Morgan,  William 
i  Margaret  A    Nichols 
j  McDaniel,  Daniel 
\  Louisa  Nortiiciitt 
I  McQualitv,  James 
\  Hannah  Bliler 
\  Norred,  F. 
\  Riilyan.  Enlow 
/  Osbern  Robert  B. 
\  Phiebe  Slineman 
r  Palmer,  John 
J  Lydia  E.  Dulton 
I  Martha  L-  Gage 
/  Stewart,  Francis 
1  Isabella  G.  Biven 
I  Stafford.  Muses 
\  Louisa  Traeey 
I  Isabella  J.  Thomas 
j  Wood,  Jwillis 
\  Maria  Wood 
i  Varnell,  Isaac  A. 
i  Bonham,  Rebecca  B. 
(  Mary  Norvell 
34 


Grove  Citv  Set 


.\It.  Auburn 

Stonington 
Mt.  Aubu'n 
Niantic 
Bl.  Mound 

"  i 

Mt.  Aubu'n| 

Bl.  Mound 
h      .\It. Auburn 


Bl.  Mound 


Dec-M  Nov.  -JO, 
Mt.Aubuin 

Deed  June  IS, 
HI.  Mound  Sei 


Mt..\uburn 


Bl.  Mound 


D.  c'd  Feb.  7,  ' 
Bl.  Mound  .Sec 

\It. Auburn 


Bl.  Mound 


Deo'd    Jan.  15,  ' 
Bl.  Mound  1  Sec. 


Illiopolis 

Dcc'd   Aug'o.  '7 
Mt.Vubuin  Sec. 
Bl.  Mound 
Dcc'd    Feb.  o,'6 
Bl.  Mound  See. 


Decatur 

Dec'd  Oct.  4, '5 
Decalur  jDocati 
Niantic         Sec. 

Bl.  Mound 
Dec'd  .Aug.  1(3, 
Bl.  Mound  Sec. 


,,N.C  (i. 


Talb,,l  Oi.  Md    40 

Yoikshire,  Eng  43 

r  .Mason  Co.  Ky     ri'2 

Harrison  Co. Ky  .'i2 


olReiired  Farmer 
;iO  Wite  of  W.  A  rrnstrong  M„„tso,„<.r.«  c.  Ky.  11.") 
oU  Farmer  and  Siock  Raiser  f>angauion  Co.  11  (j,5 
ot)  Wile  of  J.  T.  Armstrong  Fleming  Co.  ICy  yy 

30  Farmer  and  Stock  Kai-er  Sangamon  Co.  II  ly, 
SJWifeolW    Armstrong      Siark  Co.  Ghio    .-,4 

31  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Sangamon  Co.  11  .-,y 
31  Wife  of  J.  A.  Arm-trong  ch.mpaLgu  co.  obi,>  .52 
IS  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Wake  Co.  N.  C  GO 
!■■>  Wile  of  L.  Bfaril  Orange  Co.N.C  60 

6  Farmer  and  S.ock  Raiser  Cornwall.  Eng  (57 
13  Wife  of  S.  Bottrell  Christian  Co.  Ill  ."jii 

3-J  Farmerand  Sio.k  Raiser  Germanv  73 

3:;  Wile  of  II.  Beilschmit 

ly  Farmer 

I'J  Wife  of  (j.  Benson 

'i'>  Farmer  anil  Stock  Rais 

3o  Wife  of  E.  Bramel 

2o  K:,ru,,T    an.i  Sloek  Raistr  aod  J.  P.  Huuiiug.lou  Co.  Pa  (37 

:;o  Wile  of  S.  Betz  Summit  Co.  O     117 

25  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  SorUiampt..,,  r„.  p«  (jij 
•2o  Wife  of  C-  R.  Bauer  Medina  Co.  O     7.3 

l-j  Farmer  anil  Slock  Raiser  ""csichistm  Co.  x.  y.  -  j 
1-3  Wile  of  L.  Crawford  Hancock  Co.Mt  .-,1 
20  Farmer  New  York  Ciiyjg 

22  Farmerand  Slock  Raiser  Caldwell  Co.K\  .-,,; 
22  Wife  of  J.  L.  Drennan  jTrigg  Co.  Ky  ,-,6 
2'J  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Greene  Co  111  gg 
2'J  Wife  L.  F.  Drake  Greene  Co.  HI     us 

2S  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser  Greene  Co.  Ill  7,3 
2s  Wile  of  T.  Drake  Scott  Co.  Ill        7.3 

17  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser  Barren  Co.  Ky  .in 
1;  Wile  of  II  Davidson  Sullivan  Co  Ten  .-,9 
Is  Farmer  and  Siock  Raiser  Monroe  Co.  Mo  .5;) 

1-  Faih.ofST.S.  Diukwall  J.  0.™.  c„.  w.  va  .^j 
IS  Moth.ofS.T.S  Diickwall  Fairtield  Co.  O  .^g 
2,"  Farmer  and  Slock  Kaiser  Caldwell  Co.  Ky  ng 

2-  Wife  of  F,  Dreinian  c'aldwell  Co.  Ky  .31 
II  Kitired   Fanner  Fayette  Co   Ky -jg 

'713  Late  wife  J.  <:.  Fletcher    Barren  Co.  Ky  30 

S  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Barren  Co.  Ky  .-,4 

S  Wile  of  A   S.  Greer  Greene  Co.  Ill  .34 

'62  Farmer  Hardin  Co.  Ky  .34 

l;i  Wi,l..«  .,r  H,  Ornliam.  »iiJ  Present    Delaware  34 

13  K'lm.i*'"'''  '"'''""'  Hardin  Co   Ky   70 

2i'  Fanner  and  Stock  Raiser  tircene  Co.  Ill     7.3 

27  Wile  of  D.  Griswold  Greene  Co.  Ill  7.5 
1.3  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Christian  Co.  Ill  3,3 
13  Wife  of  J.  W.  Graham  Christian  Co.  11.  i;3 
17  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Christian  Co.  Ill  .3(5 
17  Wife  of  D.  C   llud-oii      Chii.stian  Co.  Ill  .38 

y  Farmerand  Stock  Raiser  Philailelphia  66 
9  Wife  of  G.  B.  Hardv  Butler  Co  Ohio  h6 
34  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser  Greene  Co.  Ill     79 

28  Farmer  and  Slock  Kaiser  Bavaria.  Ger  (ii 
2S  Wife  of  J.  Lamer  Centre  Co.  Pa  (ii 
33  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Hui.ungjoa  Co.  Pa  (jg 
33  Wife  of  J.  S.  McCov  Donegal  Co.  Ire  (19 
2y  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Ireland  61 

75    Late  wifeof  J.McKaig     England  Ij2 

.  2i)  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Sangamon  Co.  II  GO 

2y  Wifeof  J.  C.  Montgomery  Sangamon  Co.  11  .58 

20  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Ireland  58 

20  Wife  of  R.  Marshall  England 


Blo-x-aai,  Ilciirv 
Ellen  T.  P.irri-li 
Baker,  Will.  T.irl.-V 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Green 
Cooper,  Patrick 
Elizabeth  Fircv 
Crosthwait.  W!  Y. 
Ellen  M.  B.;n.son 
Davis,  Dial 
Ednionia  E.  Hesser 
Huhlah  J.S'obaugh 
Firev,  Isaac  II. 
Eliza  .Satllcv 
Goodrich,  .Marv  I. 
Gooilrich,  M.  P. 
Harvev.  J.  G. 
Marv  Alice  Lillev 
Haziett,  John  A. 
Marv  Jane  Drennan 
Kiinball,  Richard 
Frances  J.  Henderson 
Lawrence,  John  H. 
Sarah  A.  Morris 
Lahue,  Duncan 
Nancv  E.  Stevens 
Monlgoinerv.  Jane  A. 
MontgomerV,  Levi 

Montg er'v,  Jos.  E. 

Amanda  C  "Wliitisell 
Matthew,  John  B. 
Amanda  E.  Lawlev 
Milligan,  W.  F. 
Jane  Kizer 
McK.nzie.  J.  hn 
Leah  Gulliford 
North,  Harvev  N. 
Sarah  E.  Prai'her 
Revnolds,  O   C 
>a'nnieC    Bradley 
Sharp,  W.  C. 
Lizzie  Sherman 
Sargeant.  Eztkiel 
Elizabeth  Haherman 
Smith,  L.  N. 
Martha  E  S  abangh 
.Sadler.  S.imuel  J. 
Marv  Coover 
Wickens,  J.iuies 
Marv  A.  Ward 
Webb.  II.  C. 
Ann  E.  .\then 
Martha  A.  Allien 
Virdul,  Isaac  (^ 
Ra.  hel  A.  Nesier 
Vermillion,  Wiii_.  H, 
Vermillion,  Kalie 


p.  UFI  ICE 

P.ESID. 

Ml. Auburn 

.~.~ 

Bolivia 

Sec.  20 

lulinburg 

Sjc.  2:3 

Grove  Cit\ 

Sec.  35 

.Mt.Anburn 
Dec'd,  Jul\ 

4.1864 

Ml.Aubnri 
lOdiiibur^ 
Dec'.l,  Feb 

Ml.  .Inbn 

See.  25 
2,1880 

.Mi.Aubun 
D.c'd.  Oct 

5,  is77 

i;rove  City 

Grove  C  y 

Edinburg 

See.  26 

MtAiibun 

Bolivia 

C 
I 

(j 

Ntt..\.uburn 


ve  Citv 
d,  Feb. 
ve  Citv 


Sec.  25 
7,  18G9 
Sec.  23 


Gro 

ve 

CitN 

Sec 

20 

Edi 

nl 

urg 

Sec. 

22 

Mt. 

V 

ibiirn 

.VIC    .» 

■i.„ 

Dec'd,  M'ch 
(iidve  City 
Mt..\uburn 

Grove  City 


Sec.  35 

.See.  36 

Sec.  30 
17,  '72 
See.  .30 
Sec.  11 


OCCUP-VTIOX. 


Wile  ot  H.  Bhixam 
F.inner  and  Slock  Raiser 
WileofW.  T.Baker 

Wife  of  P.  Coo|ier 
Farmerand  Slock  Kaiser 

Wil-  ..I  W    V    rr..~thwait 


Fir.t  Wite  of  D.  Davis 
Present  Wife  of  D.  Davis 
Farmer,  Stock  Raiser  anil  pee  ler 

Late  Wife  of  I.  H.  Firey 
Farmerand  S  ock  Raiser 

Physician  and  Surgeon 
Wifeof  J.  (i.  Harvey 

Wifeof  J.  A.  Hazlelt 
General  Merciiant 
Wife  of  R.Kimball 
Phvsician  and  Surgeon 
Wi'feof  J.  H.  Lawrence 
Farmer  and  Stock  Kaiser 
Wife  of  D.  Lahue 
Farmerand  Stock  Raiser 

Late  Husl.and  of  J.  .*.  Moul^on.cry- 

Farmerand  Stock  Raise 
WifeofJ.E.  Montgoraer\ 
Phvsician  and  .Surgeon 
Wifeof  J.  B.  Matthew 
Farmerand  llotel-keepei 
WileofW  F.  MilliL'MU 
Farmer  nni  ^  -il.  ]'.  ii-.t 
Wife  of. I.  Ml  Im  11.  , 

FaroKT.  St,,  k  i:  ,  ■   -    1  .      ,  r  a  -I,  r 

Wifeof  II.  N.  Nonh 
Phvsii-ian  and  Surgeon 
WiVeof  O.  C.  Reynolds 
Farmerand  Slock  Raiser 
Wife  of  W.  C.  Sharp 
(.'tib't  Maker  &  Underik'r 
Wife  of  E.  .Sargeant 
Farmer  and  Bricklayer 
Wife  of  L.  N.  Smith 
Farmerand  .Slock  Raiser 
Wife  of  S.  J.  Sadler 
Farmerand  Stock  Raiser 
Wifeof  J.  Wickens 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
First  Wife  of  H.C.  Webb 
Pres't  Wife  of  H.C.Webb 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  I.  Q.  Virden 
Physician  and  Surgeon 
Wife  of  Dr.  Vermillion 


Philad'a,  Pa.  41 
Monroe  Co.,  111.  53 
Nicholas  Co.  Kv  39 
Ashland  Co..  6.  53 
S.ingamonCo.  11  48 
Wa-h'gt'nCo.M3o 
Trigg  Co..  Kv.  32 
Franklin  Co.In  40 
Sangamon  Co.  II  32 
Virginia.  52 

Hendr;cksCo.T.o2 
■\Vasli'i'nCo.Md3ii 
SangamonCo.il  47 
S.ingamonCo.  II  30 
Bclksh'eCo.M;.  40 

S-ii erCo.Ten  67 

Plym'tli  Co.Mas  67 
Mason  Co..  Va.  31 
Sangamon  Co.  II  48 
IWash't'nCo.,Vt|b3 
Madison  Co.  Ul.|53 
Clark  Co  ,  O.  154 
"  "  1.54 
Harrison  Co.  In.  57 

Bedford  Co..Pii. '56 
'iVash't'nCo.MdioG 
"  "  oJ 

Ohio  64 

Christian  Co.  Ill  50 
Sangamon  ('o.  11  69 
'•  30 
Shdbv  Co.,  O.  47 
Ross  Co.,  O.  43 
lIit;hlandCo.,0  43 
SiiiiramonCo.il  56 
Wasirt'nCo.Md_ 
Sangamon  Co.  11/8 
Montg'yCo.Ky. '/« 
Christian  Co.lil.  45 
Ohio.  Go 

Shelby  Co.,  0.  ^47 
Champ'gn  Co.  0  47 
Ross  Co.,  O.  49 
Indiana  ol 

Ross  Co.,  O.  41 
"  "  53 
Wash'l'n  Co.,  O.  66 
Gurasey  Co,  O.  G6 
Union  Co.,  Ind  61 
Park  Co.,  O.  61 
Wells  Co.,  Ind.  74 
RoRs  Co.,  O.  i  2 
Baih  Co.,  Ky. 
Virginia 
Kentucky 


44 
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„ -----         Christian  Co.  Ill  33 

5  Wife  ot  D.  J.  Mllli.iian  cliristian  Co.  Ill  42 
12  Farmer  &  Fruit  (;rower    Ko.ss  C,i.  Ohio     .50 

12  Wife  of  lieo.    .Mctjualily  Hardin  Co.  Kv  50 

13  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser  christian  Co.  Ill  38 
13  Wife  of  W.  Morgan  SanganionCo.il  64: 
75  Fanner  Momsomen- Co.  Ky  52 
36  Will  of  Daniel  McD  miel  Bourbon  Co.  Ky  ,52 
11  Farmer  and  Stock  Kaiser  west  Jeffer.-on  co.o  (30 
II  Wife  of  J.  McCJiiality  Medina  Co  O  g4 
19  Farmer  and  Siock  Raiser  Kno.t  Co.  Ohio  3g 
1 9  Wi  le  of  F.  Norred  wa»hi„eto,,  co.  Pa       jq 

•9  Farmer  and  Stock  Kaiser  .Maurv  Co.Tenn  .33 
10  Wid.of  Robert  B.  Osbern  Butler  Co.  Ohio  ,33 

36  Farmer  ami  Breetler  Berkshire  Hogs  Washiaetoa  Co.  Ohio     7,5 

8     First  wife  of  J.  Palmer     Athens  Co.Ohio 
36  Present  wife  of  J.  Palmer  Sullivan  Co.  N.  H.  65 
32  Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser  Ireland  go 

32  Wife  of  F-  Stewart  Scotland  gi 

„r      Farmer.  Stock  Raiser  nml  Breeiler      SangaillOnCo.  II  ,53 

7  First  wife  of  M.  Stafford  Addison  Co.  Vt  33 
„  Pres.  wife  of  M.  Stafibrd  St.  Clare  Co.  Ill  .gg 
27  Farmer  and  J.  P.  Clinton  Co.  Ky  gg 

27  Wife  of  J.  Wood  Madison  Co.  Ill  gg 

22  Retired  Farmer  Kno.\  Co.  Tenn  g7 

'52  First  wife  of  I.  A.  Yarnell  Tenn 
22  Pres.  wifeof  I.  A.  Yarnell  Sumner  Co.  Ten  g7 


f  Adams,  .Joseph 
\  Nancy  M.  Widick 

Adams.  Isoni 
(  Cooiiroil.  E.  (.T. 
l_  Nancy  Doyle 

Gorden,  R.  R. 

Isabella  Warren 
.  Nancv  Frost 
I  Johnson,  Wade  F. 
Benj.  J. 

Elizabeth  C.  Fcot 

Johnson,  Robt  G. 
Wade  F. 


,\ssumpti'n 


Moweaqua 
'1  Deceased 


Dec 


-impli  n! 


Edward  F. 
Margaret  C. 
Jlarlha  0. 
William  L. 


f  Johnson,  Leo 
\  Sarah  E.  Moore 
r  Johnson,  Walter  P. 
\  Marv  F.  Palmer 

Maliiiot.  Theodore  F. 
"        Francis  D. 

Zoe,  Deland 
(  Northcuti,  A.  D. 
(Marv  J.  Ihimuur 

Northcutt,  James  A. 


Moweaqua  Sec.  11  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
11  Wifeof  J.  Adams 

21  Fanner  and  Stock  R-iiser 

IS  Wife  of  E.  n    Coi.iin.d 

22  Farmer  ami  Sii.rk  l;,ii~rr 

First  wile  m!  1:   1;    l.iMii.ll 

Pres  wifeofK.K  l.onleu 
21  Farmer  and  Stock  Raisei 
1  Jan.  9.  1866 

nipi'n   Sec.  21  Wife  of  Benj.  J.  Johnson 
i         21  Farmer  and  Stock  Rtiiser 


21 

Deed  June  21,  1S7S 

21 

21  Farmerand  Stock  Raiser 

27  Farmer 

27  Wife  of  L.  Johnson 

17  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 

17  Wifeof  W.  P.Johnson 

lo'iMerchant 

Far.,  father  of  TF.Malhiot 
Wifeof  F.  D.  Malhiot 

24  .Minister  of  Christian  Ch. 

24  Wife  of  A.  D.  Northcutt 

33  Farmer 


Radford 
.\ssumpt!  n 


.Moweaqua 
Bl.  Mound  1 


Montg'yCo.  Kv37 
.Maeon  Co.  111."  34 
Kentucky  44 

Greene  Co.  111.   ]61 

61 

Monigy  Co.  Kylo6 
Kentucky 

Ohio  '59 

London,  Eng.  60 
^'ounty  Cork,  I.  60 
Belmont  Co.  O  GO 

•■     ■'    GO 

Guernsev  Co.  O.  G) 

Belmont  Co.  O.  60 

Guernsey  Co.  O,  GO 

•'   60 

"  "  GO 
Indiana  66 

Guernsey  Co.  O.  59 
t-'onnecticut  57 
Canada  57 


Kentucky  3^ 

Christian  Co.  1115, 


]»KAIUIETuK-TO\V»iIlirS  13  &  14  N.     IlANGE  1  K.-[Cuxt.]    ASSUMPTIOX-TOWNSHIP  13  ST.      RANGE  1  E.-[Continued.] 


NAME. 


P.  OFFIfE.     RESID- 


OCCri'ATIOX. 


XATIVITV. 


I  I'lain.lnhn  H:idr.,nl 

.'  Marv  Aim  \V..ikm:in    l)cc,-;isi'il 

(. Sam  V  M.  Sharp 

I  Ki. !;..■,  .la.iM-s 

\  Sarah  T.uk.  r 

I  IviwU'V.  ThiMoas  S. 

't  Ann  Kon.h.ll 

I  \-alcM.line,  l-Mwaril  S 

I  Malinda  Wilt 

(  \V..rknia..,  Michael 

J  .hilia  A.  I'.iKvM 

I  Hannah  J.  Workman 

(  Walsun,  Wm.  G. 

1  1 isa  C.  .M.-Danicl 

'I  .lanii'S  T.  Walson 
M.irlha  A.  McUaniel 


lla.ildrcl 
iipli 


Mnwcariua 
Ikv.a-i-a 
.M.,w>a,|„a 
A.-siimiili  n 


13  Fanner  anil  Sluck  Kaiser  Mnhlenli'gCo.Koo 
First  wile  111'.).  I'lain         Kenlnekv  'S" 

13  Present  wile  111'. I.  Plain  Missouri"  '(i 
21  Farmer  ami  Sinek  Kaiser  Devonshire  Eng-") 
21  Wileol.).  Kiilge               !         ■'             "      ■') 

14  Farmer  ami  Slork  Raiser  N«"i'»'"r'."»iii'iF.iis- .5 

14  Wile  of  T.  8.  Rowley       '         "  -    0 

15  Farmer  anil  Stock  Kaiser  Greene  Co.  III.  ". 
ISAVife  oiK.  .S.  N'alenline        7: 

4  Farmer  ami  Slock  Raiser  SanganionCo. Ill  .5 
Fir-twileolM. Workman  -"i 

4  I'res.  wile  ulM. Workman  ()vertonCoTenn  .'lU 
2ii  Farmer  Kentucky  j57 

2(i  Wile  of  W.  (i.  Watson      Indiana  53 

27  Farmer  Kentncky  57 

27  Wife  of  J.  T.  Watson        Indiana  l53 


KING-TOWISSSHIP   la   MOKTll.      liANGE   4   WKsT. 


I  All.in,  li    N. 
I  Marv  H-  Miller 
I   llarncll,  M,  F. 

-  I'.arni'II,   F|ihraim 
i  .Inlia  A   Stout 

I  ISradlord,  .lames 
\  Kezia  llarllcit 

I  Casliell,  IVler 
■(  Fllcn  Kcll.-v 
J  Ci.rrv,  John  A. 
tsaruii  J.  Butler 

I  Dow.  Peter 
Vlane  D.  Dung 

(  Deal,  George 

">  Sarah  A.  Meredith 

I  tiamble,  A.  A. 
■(Sarah  R.  Cioodrich 

I  (iaskins,  llalten 
t  Delia  A.  Davis 

I  Garrelson,  Win.  K. 
■(  Clara  F.  Smilh 

I  .Jacksiin,  I).  II. 

"I  .lackMin,  .Manila  II. 

I    KelU.   .lohll   II. 

■|  Kent.  Marv  A. 

I  Kin-,  Kli  " 
\  .Marv  K.  Lantz 

I  Kini, .).  M. 
'1  Snsan  Nockols 

I  Kline,  .J    L. 
'l  Lizzie  J.  Lee 

I  Leinmon,  Wm.  G. 
\  Marv  Linn 

Lenunon,  Thomas  E. 
j  Medaris,  llarVHV 
1  Xancv  C.  Luikl ' 

I  Mitchell,  Joscjih 
\.l.  A.  Covmglon 
(  Parish,  Martin 

-  Parish,  Marv  A. 
(  Parish,  II.  R 

I  Sprall,  Win. 

\  Lvdia  F.  Knolta 

I  Shillel,  Kol.ert  H. 
\  L.  G.  Cnrvev 

I  Tavlor,  Thomas  B. 

I   l-al.,41.i   Kline 

I  Wells,  Win. 

I  .Marv  E.  Knotls 
J  Wacie,  Benj.  P. 

i  Annie  Dickens 

I  Adams,  .1.  II. 

I  Adams,  Harriet 

I  Ghenev,  M,  F. 
'l  Ghenev,  Elizabeth 

I  llaiion,  .Jesse 

\  .Missouri  A.  Minnis 

I    Polls,    W.    .\. 

'(  Polls,  Sarah  .1. 
I  Kevmilds,  .1,  M. 
\  ReVnolds,  Nancv  J. 


M..rri'nv'le  ,Sec.  13  F'r,  Si'k  K'r,  Tw'|j  Gl'k  &  (_>liio  C..- 

13  WileGN  All.in  [Sell.  D'r      -  li- 
1(1  Farmer  and  Slock  Kaiser  Illinois  7; 

DecM  Apr.  10,  '5'J  Failier  of  .\L  F.  H.irnett 

Morri'nv'le  S.-c.  HI  Wifeof  late  Fph.  Barnett'     "  7s 

14  Fin'r.Si'k  R'r^  Sell.  D'r  England  71 
I         14  Wile  of  James  Bradford  I     "  |7l 

12  Farmer  and  Slock  Raisei  Ireland  til 

12  Wife  of  Peter  Gaslien  "  li." 

2 J  Fanner  and  Stock  Raisei  .)liio  117 

25  Wile  of  J.  A-  Gnrrv  Indiana  H7 

24  Farmer  and  Slock  Raisei  s.-otland  r.." 

24W'il'e(if  Peter  Dow  Ohio  M 

1  Fanner  and  Slock  Raksej  Pcnnsvlvania  il^ 

1  Wileof  |G.  D.)  Illinois  i;i 

While  Oak  o  Farmer  and  S'.ock  Raisei  Ohio  ."i7 

3  Wileof  A.  A.  liamhle      \ew  York  ."w 

.Morri'nv'li  l.',  F.uiiier  iS:  Slock  Kaiser      Illinois  i(j( 

1.".  Wile  of  II.  Gaskins  N'ermont  Kit 

15  Fanner  and  Slock  Raiser  Illinois  77 
"                    15  Wife  of  W.  K.  Garrelson  Pennsvlvania  77 

24  Fnir.Si'k  K'r  &Sni.erv'r  Indiana  71 

24  Wileof  D.H  Ji'ckson  "  71 

"  22  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Ohio  (iS 

22  Wileof  J.  II    Kent  ,     "  (iS 

"  2li  Fanner  and  Stock  Raiser  T  nn.  |54 

"  26  Wife  of  E.  King  A'irginia  j55 

"  :         2(i  Farmer  and  Slock  Rai.serTenn.  54 

2tiWifeof.J.  M.  King  Illinois  |51 

"  2(i  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser  I  )hio  '57 

2«  Wife  of  J.  L.  Kline  Glirisiian  Co.  Ill  4S 

"  3  Farmer  and  Slock  Riiserliela„d  5!l 

3  WifeofWin.G,  Lemnion  "  O'J 

"  35  Farmer  and  Sii.ick  Raiser  "  i51l 

"  1  Farmer  and  Gar|»enter      Kentiukv  litl 

1  Wileof  II.  Medaris  "       '  lil 

"  22  Farmer  and  Suick  Raiser  Illinois  7'J 

22Wifeof  J.  Jlilchell  Tenn.  7- 

White  Oak  3  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  ( )liio  51 

3,Motlier  of  M.  Parish  New  Jersey  l5." 

Deed  Nov.      1872  Late  linsh.  Marv  Parish  "  5:^ 

Morri'nv'le  See.  24!Fnrr,  Si'k  R'r&  Ex.  Twp  England  (11 

24WileofW.Spratt    [  Ass'r  I  Minois  (1:: 

I         "  12  Fni'r,  Si'k  K'r  &  Com.  of  Virginia  lil 

12  WifeRIIShillei  [iii-i.«..,- Illinois  (14 

24  Farmer  and  Siock  Raiser      "  (i; 

24  Wife  of  T.B.  Tavlor  (Ihio 

2li  Fanner  and  Si(H-k  Raisei  .Vorlli  Carolina  (i^ 

2li  Wife  of  W.  Wells  i  Illinois  iii: 

'         "  8  Farmer  and  S;ock  Raiser  England  i(il 

Dec'd  Fell.  27,  '77  Late  wife  of  B.  P.  Wadt| 

niWNSHIP    11    NuRTII.       KANljE    4    WEST. 

llarvel         Sec.  22  Fm'r  &  Bi'dr  Fine  Slock  Ilar'-n  I  o  W  Va  75 

I         22  Wile  of  J.  II.  Adams        Addison  Go.  Vi  T.'i 

Morri'nv'le  11  Fm'r  A:  Agl.  Dorsev  Est  "  70 

I         11  Wife  of  M    F.  Ghenev      Oswego  Co  N  Y  7(1 

'         14  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Christian  Go        30 

14  Wifeof  J.  H.nion  'Morgan  Go,  1 11. :;:! 

12  Fanner  and  Slock  Raiser  Snniner  ( 'o.  Ten  .V.i 

12  Wifeof  W.  A.  Potts  Ireland  5!) 

llarvel         Ilarv'IR,  R,  e*i  Express  Agent     Galluinn  Co,  111.  G2 

iDce'd  June  17,  '77lLate  wife  J.  M.  Reynolds  Scott  Go.  Mii.  i. 


NAME. 

P,  OFFICE. 

RESID 

OCCUPATION. 

NATIVITY. 

1 

I  Barrett,  Marcus  L. 

Assninpti'n 

Assn'n 

Gun  and  Lock  Smitii 

Ma.ssacliusetts 

56 

\  Nancv  Peehles 

Wife  of  M.  L.  Barrett 

Ma-ssacliHsetls 

57 

1  Gooni-od,  S.  .M. 

" 

Merchant 

Greene  Go.  Ill 

66 

i  Hellie  I!   Ghihon 

" 

Wife  of  S,  M,  Coonrod 

Jersev  Co.  Ill 

70 

1  Gushing,  Wm,  F. 

" 

•' 

(ieneral  Merchant 

Illinois 

SB 

1  Susan  E.  Piir.-ley 

" 

" 

Wifeof  W.  E.  Gushing 

Kentucky 

56 

Gonteville,  J.  R. 

" 

" 

Wagon  Maker 

Illinois 

58 

(  Camiibell,  Isaac 

" 

■' 

Prop,  Campbt'll  3  Rbcumalic  Remedy 

Canada 

64 

\  Maria  Willen 

" 

" 

Wife  ol  1   Campbell 

Canada 

64 

1  Colienonr,  William  L, 

Pana 

.Set\  21 

Farmer  and  Slock  Kaiser  Pike  Co.  Ill 

65 

\  Mary  S   Moore 

21 

Wife  W.  L.  Cobenour      St.  Clair  Co.  Ill 

65 

I  Dnrimd,  Eugene 

Dunkels 

22 

Farmer                                 France 

66 

I  Alda  GeorgianaDoiuas 

22 

Wife  of  Eugene  Diirand  Louisiana 

62 

(  Dnnkel,  Elias 

" 

2-' 

UraiL  Bujer,  slalion  .gem  4  1',  SI      (  )||io 

13 

\  Julia  E.  Grogan 

22 

Wife  of  E.  Dunkel 

Ohio 

76 

f  Etter,  George 

2S 

Farmer  and  Slock  Kaiser 

Indiana 

62 

\  Marv  Rhoades 

2.5 

Wife  of  G.  Elter 

Oho 

69 

I  Folev,  Patrick 

Assiimpliou 

Ass  mil])  N 

Grocer 

Ireland 

5t 

Jniia  A.  Hilton 

Dec'd 

First  wife  P.  Folev 

ShelbyCo.  HI 

57 

(  Eliza  A.  Ilnlchinson 

.V-sniiipliun 

" 

Present  wife  of  P.  Folev 

Canada 

1  Frililev.  E.  I. 

.Sec,  24 

F  inner  and  Stock  Raisei 

Ohio 

69 

i  Sarah  E    Keller 

24 

Wife  of  E.  I.  Fribley 

Ohio 

69 

1  Jehle.  Elizabetli 

Pana 

33 

Widow  of  J.  Jehle 

liermany 

63 

I  Jehle,  Joseph 

Deed  Nov 

10,  'U5 

Late  bnsb.  of  Eliz.  JeliK 

(jreriuany 

63 

)  Kinkead,  Mrs.  Isabel 

Assumption 

-issumpn. 

Retired 

ireene  Co.  HI 

72 

\  Kinkead,  Ciny 

Uee'd  Sepl. 

17.  75 

Lateliusb.Isabel  Kinkead 

Kentuckv 

72 

i  Kemerer,  John  B. 

Assuinplioii 

Sec.  16 

Farmer 

Fairfield' Co.  0 

56 

(  Elizabeth  Gliambers 

15 

Wife  of  J.  B.  Kemerer 

Licking  Co.  K) 

56 

1  Knoll,  William 

Millersville 

31) 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raisei 

England 

66 

1  Ann  Gwillvn               , 

" 

30 

Wife  of  \V.  Knott 

England 

66 

1  Milligan,  J    R. 

.Assumption 

A«siii.ii,r. 

Miller  &  Grain  Dealer 

Champaign  Co.  0 

57 

1  JIargaret  McCatirey 

Wife  of  J.  R.  Milligan 

Covington,  Ky 

57 

I  .McKce,  J.  F. 

'' 

" 

Knsineer  al  Mill  and  Twp.  As,scssor 

Ohio 

67 

i  Barbara  J.  Slnmpff 

Wife  J.  F.  McKee 

Ohio 

58 

1  Morrison,  Robert 

" 

Merchant 

New  Jersey 

75 

IBiidgetCooney 

" 

Wife  of  R,  Morrison 

Ireland 

75 

1  Maviiard,  Washington 

" 

iec.    1 

NursLTvnian  &  Past.  PrcabyteriaD  Ch 

Ohio 

68 

1  Jnlia  A.  Carson 

" 

1 

Wifeof  W.Maynard 

Ohio 

68 

1  McWilliams,  A.  J. 

Pana 

2s  Fanner  and  S  oil;  Kaiser 

r.elmontCo,  0 

66 

1  Martha  Fisk 

.' 

2.S 

WifeofA.J.MrWilliano 

,\l,i-saehusetts 

66 

Pearcv.  Charles 

AssumptioD 

issump 

Grain  &  Lumber  Dealer 

W.  Va 

65 

1  Pigeon,  T   O. 

Sec.    1 

Grain,  Lumber  and  Real  Eslale  Ulr 

Canada 

57 

I  LopoUline  Beanchamp 

" 

1 

Wile  of  T.  0.  Pigeon 

Canada 

62 

1  Pigeon,  Alphonse 

A-.sump 

Merchant 

Canada 

66 

\  .Jo.sephine  Beauehamp 

" 

Wife  of  A.  Pigeon 

Canada 

65 

j  Pinnev,  T.  W. 
1  Julia  V.  Park 

Sec.  10 

Fanner 

Ohio 

65 

" 

10  Wife  of  T.  W.  Pinney 

Ohio 

65 

1  Rasbacli,  T.  F. 

\sMunf  Railroad  &  Exp.  Agent 

New  Y'ork 

71 

\  Elizabelli  Malone 

'■ 

Wile  of  T.  F.  Rasbach 

Illinois 

71 

1  Reans,  II.  L, 

•' 

Merchant 

I'ennessee 

65 

I  Mis,souri  Kern 

" 

Wife  of  H.  L.  Reans 

Shelby  Co.  HI 

71 

I  Richardson,  W   F. 

•' 

•' 

Minister  of  Christian  Ch  Adams  Co.  LU 

79 

\  Leora  Eincj-son 

" 

Wileof  W.  F.  Richardson  Illinois 

79 

1  Kock,  Louis 

" 

Sec.  21 

Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser  tienuany 

74 

1  .\nna  Sherwood 

" 

21 

Wife  of  L.Rock 

Ohio 

74 

I  Smilh,  Andrew  ./. 

!■- 

Farmer 

Ohio 

66 

1  Elizabeth  J.  Ernst 

" 

12 

Wife  of  A.  J.  Smilh 

Ohio 

66 

1  Shal'er,  Silas  A. 
tShafer,  J.  G 

" 

Assiim,. 

Hardware  Merchants 

Ohio 
Ohio 

72 
73 

iSwellan.l.Thos.  W^ 

Pana 

Sec.  33 

Farmer  and  Slock  Rai.ser 

Luzerne  Co.  Pa 

63 

1  Sarah  J.  Biiby 

33 

Wife  of  T.  W.  Swetland 

Luzerne  Co.  Pa 

63 

1  Travis,  M.  B. 

Assiiniption 

Assnnip 

Drnggist 

Pennsylvania 

69 

1  Marv  J.   A.lams 

Wife  of  M   B.  Travis 

Ohio 

1  Tobias,  II    H. 

•' 

Wagon  Maker 

Ohio 

73 

(  MnvE,  Gosney 

'• 

Wile  of  H.  II.  Tobias 

Kentncky 

1  Watson,  D,  J, 

Healer  in  Ilav  and  Hogs 

Kentucky 

57 

1  Sarah  McUaniel 

" 

o 

Wifeof  III,./.    W.) 

Indiana 

1  Walking,  L,  T. 

" 

Fnn.imrc  Healer 

Clinton  Co.  Ill 

72 

1  Marv  .McVliUv 

" 

1_ 

Wiu  ol    L,  T    W. 

Madison  Go   II 

11 

JOHNSON-TOWXSIIIP  12  NORTH.    KANGE  2  WEST. 


Coe,  Williali 
Tillie  A.  Ph, 


Galla 


A.  R 


ASSUMPTION— 

lOWNSPIlP  ISJ  MORIII.     KANGK  1  EAST. 

1  Austin.  J.  W. 

Pana 

See.  3-,  Farmer  and  .Si,„k  Raiser 

Indiana               ,67 

1  .Marv  Miles 

::,:.  Wifeof  .1,  W.  Anslin 

Illimiis 

67 

1  Aipm.  Godlrev 

\<SUlMpt 

„n    A,.„„„.„  Merchanl 

Canada 

71 

1  .Miss  M    L.  Elliott 

Wife  of  Ci.  Ari.in 

France 

71 

1  Birce,  James  M. 

ASSUMI,.! 

ion    A.„im|.n  Atlorney  at  Law 

Xew  York 

05 

1  M.irv  W.  Little 

'■ 

"       iWife  of  J.  M.  Birce 

.Mew  York 

05 

I  Bridge,  J.  A. 

" 

"        Posl-Master  and  Grocer 

Ohio 

69 

1  Hannah  F.  Mairzy 

' 

1     "        Wifeof  ,1.  A.  liii.lge 

Ohio 

00 

1    l;.nepe,Srlh  M. 

" 

Phvsician  and  Snigeon 

(ihio 

00 

(  Marv  J.  Keeler 

" 

"       AVileof  ,S.  M.  Benepe 

Indiana 

67 

.Marv  y.  F.  Weeks 
Dunbar,  Daniel  A.        ' 
Margaret    E.  Harrison 
Lncinda  Hinlon 
Deboe,  .1,  F, 
Laura  B,  ]\Iorgan 
Ebert   Hen  rv 
Elizabeth  Baker 
Foy,  A.  ti* 
FInieline  Brisben 
Fiinderbuik,  W.  T. 
Sarali  A.  Johnston 
Fleming.  Enoch 
Martha  Mes-enger 
Gribben.  AVilliaui 
Phflie  E.  Logan 


d    Fell 
lorvilk 


'ksdale 
d  .Sept. 


.■^ec.  28  Farmer  and  Stock  Raisei 
28  Wife  of  Vf.  M.  Coe 
15  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
15  Wifeof  A.  R.  Callaway 
15, Farmer  and  Stock  Raisei 
15  Wife  of  D.  A.  Dunbar 

24,  '73  First  wife  of  D..\.Dnnbai 

Sec.  25  Fanner  and  Stock  Raiser 
25  Wife  of  J.  F.  Deboe 
33  Fanner  and  Stock  Raiserj 
33  Wife  of  H.  Ebert 
3  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser! 
3  Wifeof  A.  G.  Foy 
10  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiserj 
10  W^ifeof  W.T.Funderbnrk, 
13  Farmer  anil  Slock  Rai.serl 
13  Wifeof  F.  Fleming 
0  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 

17,  '77  Late  wife  of  W.  Gribben 


Kentucky 
Christian  Co.Ill. 
Kentucky 
Christian  Colli. 
Illinois 


Kentucky 
Christian  Co.Ill, 
Pennsvlvania 


ChristianCo.IlI. 

Ohio 

Illinois 

Ohio     • 
Pennsvlvania 


JOHNSON"— TOWNSHIP  12  N.     IIANGE  2  E.— [Continued] 
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p.  OFFICE.  UESID. 


OCCUPATION. 


Ives,  William  Hale       Tavlorv 
Marv  Walker 
Johnson,  1).  W. 
Saraii  E.  Wils<in  I         " 

Johnston,  J.  II.  [         " 

Hattie  Miirry  I         " 

Kelly,  John'  Clarksd 

Pannetia  .V.  Danforth 


Keller,  C.  B. 

Tavlorville 

2-' 

Lcipton,  Jesse 

Clarksdale 

17 

Eliza  J.  Oats 

17 

Lamb,  James  L. 

Palmer 

31 

Marv  J[.  tshivci-s 

30 

Larg;e,  Jose-ph 

Millorsvlle 

3C 

Martha  Wellliouse 

■' 

Sb 

Large,  Samuel 

" 

31 

Lnrge,  Mnria 

" 

3i 

Marshall,  Fuel 

Clarksdale 

2:' 

Martha  W.  Angel 

23 

Morrow,  James 

Tavlorville 

11 

Marv  E.Throckmorton 

11 

Oats,  John  W. 

" 

t, 

Annie  Wilton 

" 

8 

Oat.s,  Jr.,  Miclmel 

" 

£ 

Harriet  V.  Shivers 

" 

9 

Pherigo,  Noah  P. 

" 

6 

Sadie  A.  O'Neill 

Clarksdale 

6 

Simpson,  John  B. 

" 

6 

.Sarah  A.  Burtle 

6 

Shivers.  G.  W. 

Tavlorville 

9 

Orlena  J.  Funderbnrk 

9 

Shane,  William 

'' 

33 

Marv  Welfh 

" 

33 

Shane,  Patrick 

(;iarkfdale 

3; 

Catherine  Shivers 

39 

Wood.  Harvey 

" 

18 

Gettie  Clute 

'■ 

18 

Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wile  of  W.  H.  Ives 
Far., .Slock  Rais,,Sii]jerv'r 
Wile  of  I).  W.Johnson 
Farmer  and  St.)ck  U.iiser 
Wife  of  J.  H    JolinsoM 

Wifeof  J.  Kelly 
Farmer  and  Stock  Kaiser 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  J.  Lnpton 
Far..StokRais.,T.  Ass'r 
Wife  of  J.  L.  Lamb 
Farmer  and  Stock  Kaiser 
Wife  of  .1.  Large 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  S.  Large 
FarSikRaiser.Tp.Colr 
WilcofF.  Marshall 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wifeof  J.  M.jrrow 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wifeof  J.  W.  Oats 
Farmer  and  Stock  Rai.ser 
Wife  of  M.  Oats 
Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser 
Wife  of  N.  P.  Pherigo 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  J.  B.  Simpson 
F;irmer  and  .Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  G.  W.  Shivers 
Fanner  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  W    Shane 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  P.  Sliane 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  H.  Wood 


Massachusetts     (il 
New  York  (31 

Ohio  r,i 

North   Carolina 
Ohio  .".4 

Illinois  71 

Ireland  7lj 

Illinois  ~ij 

F*ennsylvan"a 
Virgiiiia  52 

',  52 

Kentucky  52 

\'irginia  52 

Ireland  59 

Pennsylvania      70 
Ireland  5f) 

5(i 
Xorth  Carolina  53 

53 
Ireland  (il 

Virginia  55 

68 
Illinois  74 

Virginia  .52 

(i3 
ChristianCo.Ills  58 

7ti 
Illinois  .34 

liJ 
Virginia  52 

Illinois  51 

Ireland  54 


I  llleorge.  William  G. 
i  \.  K.  Philips 
I  (iifloni,  Orin 
I  Malihla  J.mes 
I  IF.ilield,  lliirnian 
I  Hallield,  Marv  J. 
I  Hardin,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
iHanlin,  George  W. 

Hardin,  Louis 
(  Miller,  John  B. 
I  Hardin,  Sarah  J. 
(  Whitecraft.  Jos.  W. 
l  Mary  E.  Smith 
(  White,  Hiram 
\  Matilda  E.  Sharp 
f  Williams,  Joseph 
I  Martha  Phillips 
(  White,  John 
1  Sarah  E.  Hatchett 


Pawnee 


2  F'mer,  Feeder  iV:  St'k  Dlr 
•'       Wife  of  W.  (t  George 
Pawnee        Sec.  11  F'mer,  St'k  R'ser  &  J.  P. 
Wifeof  O.  Gitibrd 
''  Sec.    2  Farmer 

Wife  of  H.  Hatfield 
*'  Sec.  11  Farmer  and  Stock  Rjiser 

Deed,  Apr.  7.  1879  Late  lius.  of  M.  E.  Hardin 
Pawnee        Sec.    3  Farmer 
Blackhurn   .Sec.  13  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 

Wifeof  J.  B   Miller 
Edinhurg     Sec.  31  Farmer,  St'k  F'der  &  Dlr 
Wifeof  J.  W.  Whitecraft 
Pawnee        Sec.  10  Farmer  and  .Stock  Dealer 

Wifeof  H.  White 
Blackburn    Sec.  12  Farmer,  F'der  &  St'k  Dlr 

''        Wifeof  J.  Williants 
Tavlorville  Sec.  10  Fanner,  F'der  &  St'k  Dlr 
,     "        Wifeof  J.  White 


NATIVITY. 


Sangamon  Co  11  f)(3 


Delaware  Co.  O 
Missouri 
Favette  Co.,  111. 
Shelbv  C,i.,  III. 
S  mg.amon  Co.  11 
Kentucky 


East  Virginia 
Kentucky 
SangamonCo.il 
K.entuckv 
Christian  Co.  Ill 


Tennessee 
Virginia 


TOWN  14  NORTH.    RANGE  4  WEST. 


Whitecraft,  J.  A. 
(  Whitecraft,  S.  M. 
1,  Laitie  Price 


Edinburg     .Sjc.  25  Ketired  Farmer  Kentucky 

Springtield  S,j'gfd  F'mer,  Feeder  &  St'k  Dlr 

i        '■  I     "        WifeofS.M.  Wliitecraft  New  York 


BtTCKHART— TOWN  14  NORTH.    RANGE  2  WEST. 


Virginia 
New  York 


SOUTH  FORK— TOWNSHIP  13  NORTH.     RANGE  3  WEST. 


Allen,  J.  L. 
f  Adams,  Leason 
t  Amelia  Ralston 
f  BuUpitt,  James  C. 
I  Ann  M.  Snow 
f  Callowav,  James 
t  Milla  Cfluncil 
f  Crowl,  W.  H. 
t  Sarah  E.  Miller 
(  Dickerson,  Dr.  J.  H. 
\  M.  J.  Iliiraphrevs 
r  Fields.  William' 
■(  E.  A   Traylor 
I  George,  C.  C. 
\  Annie  Mason 

Gore,  W.  F. 
r  Glass,  I   J. 
t  Sarah  J.  Hill 
(  Hawkins,  William 
t  Elizabeth  Bartlett 
fKavanaugh,  Matthew 
I  Mary  Doland 
;  Leigh,  Edward 
I  Mary  C.  Currie 
j  Luneach,  Philip 
\  Fllizabeth  Alexander 
J  Langley,  Robt.  Preston 
1  Minerva  A.  Pittman 
f  Mason,  Seth 
I  Syrene  Hanon 
f  Nance,  Ricliard  C. 
\  Chanler,  Marv  Jane 

Ralston,  Sr.,  A. 
/  Ralston,  Jr.,  Alex, 
t  Marv  M.  Crouse 
J  Taylor,  A.  A. 
t  Mi.ss  E.  Cassias 
r  Tafli:  John  W. 
■I  Eliza  A.  Torrence 
(  Marv  A.  Whitmer 
(  Wilson,  W.  H. 
t  Miss  E.  C.  Clark 
J  White.  Allen 
1  Sarah  Clemens 


Sharpsburg  See.  12 
Taylorville  Sec  10 

"  Sec.    9 

Sec.  17 

"  Sec.  19 

Blackburn    Bl'kbn 

Taylorville  Sec.  25 

Blackburn   Sec.    8 

Taylorville  Sec.  12 
Sharpsburg  Sec.    1 

Taylorville  Sec.  23 

Blackburn   Sec.    7 

Taylorville  Sec.  35 

j         "  Sec.    3 

Sec.  12 

Sharpsburg  Sec.    1 

Edinburg  Sec.  10 
Dec'd,JuIy8,  1878 
Edinburg     Sec.    3 


Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
F'mer,  St'k  Raiser  &Fdr 
Wifeof  L.  Adams 
Fanner,  St'k  R'ser  &  Dlr 
Wifeof  J.  C.  Bullpitt 
F'mer,  F'der  &  St'k  T'd'r 
Wifeof  J.  Calloway 
Fanner  and  Slock  Raiser 
Wife  of  W.  H.  Crowl 
Plivsieian,  P.M.  &  Merc. 
Wifeof  J.  H.  Dickerson 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  W.  Fields 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  C.  C.  George 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
F'mer,  Si'k  R'ser  &  T'chr 
Wifeof  I.  J.  Glass 
Farmer 

Wife  of  W.  Hawkins 
F'mer,  Fd'r.Stk  Dlr,  Sup 
Wife  of  M.  Kavanaugh 
F'mer,  Feeder  A  St'k  Dlr 
Wife  of  E.  Leigh 
Fanner  and  S;uck  Raiser 
Wife  of  P.  Lnneach 
Farmer  and  .Siock  Raiser 
Wife  of  K.  P.  Langley 
Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  S   Mason 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Late  Wifeof  B.C.  Nance 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 


Greene  Co.,  Ill 
North  Carolina 
Indiana 

Pr.  Edw'ds  Isid 
^'ermont 
New  Y'ork 
Christian  Co.  Ill 
Sangamon  Co.  II 

Indiana 
Illinois 

Fairfield  Co.,  O. 
Union  Co.,  O. 
Sangamon  Co.  II  ( 

Kentuck; 
Indiana 

Christian  Co.  Ill 
Kentucky 


58    I 

5',  r 

48 'I 


•  08  \ 
30  ( 
73    1 


135 


Blackburn  Sec.  IS 
Dec'<l,May  1870 
Taylorville  Sec.  4 
Dee'd.Sept.  27,  '09 
Tavlorville  Sec.  4 
Sec.    9 


Wife  of  A.  Ralston 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
LateWifeofA.  A.  Taylor 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Late  Wifeof  J.  W.Taff 
Present  Wife  of  J.  W.Taff 
Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser 
Wife  of  W.  H.Wilson 
Sec.  25  Farmer 

"        Wife  of  A.  White 


Ireland 

Madison  Co.,  I 
ChristianCo.il 
East  Virginia 
Springfield,  O. 
Kentucky 
Clark  Co".,  Ind. 
Kentucky 
Christian  Co.,  II 
Fayette  Co.,  111. 

Wash'g'n  Co.  In 
C:hri.stianCo.Ill 
Boss  Co.,  Ohio 
Kentucky 

Illinois 

Ohio 
Kentucky 
Perry  Co'.,  111.     : 
Kentucky  ' 

Christian  Co.  In  " 


32  i\ 

20 ;  ( 

51  '  \ 
41i  r 
78|{ 

78  ( 
34|-| 
55  I  f 

"\\ 

"{ 

;09'  I 

63   \ 


TOWN  13  NORTH.    RANGE  4  WEST. 


(  Arinstrong,  T.  D. 
\  Rebecca  j.  Woosley 
f  Crowl.  V.  B. 
i  Crowl,  Eliza  D. 
(  Mary  C.  Sanders 
/  Flin,  William 
{  Diana  Osley 


Pawnee  Sec.  15  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Augii.staCo.,  Va 

"  •'        Wife  of  T.  D.  Armstrong  Kentucky 

''  Sec.  14  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Sangamon  Co.  1 1 
Deed,  Dec.  14,  '75  Late  Wife  of  V.  B.  Crowl  Jefli^rson  Co.  \'m 

Pawnee  Sec.  14  Pres't  Wife  of  V.B.  Crowl  Loudon  Co.  Va 

Edinburg  jSec.    2  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Kentucky 

"  I     "       IWifeof  W.  Flin                 SangamonCo.il 


Saltan,  John  C. 
Marv  A.  Dickinson 
Bkwk,  W.  F. 
Rebecca  Shivers 
Deeren,  William 
Maiia  Scott 
(.iardener.  Nathan 
Francis  T.  Harris 
(iardner,  Ilenrv  T. 
Clariuda  Do.ik 
Harriet  Ward 
Heoshie,  Al.ram 
Elizabeth  Fhrich 
Hurlbutt,  E.  S. 
Marv  A.  Hoagland 
Hur'ibutt,  C.  A. 
Sarali  Baughman 
Hedden,  Lvdia  A. 
Richard  W.  Yates 
H.  M.  Watis 
Salina  M.  Y'ates 
Hurriiig,  John 
Susanna  Weiser 
Hart,  Elizabeth  M. 
Marion  Redfern 
Kemmerer,  Joseph 
Matilda  E.  Johnson 
Kerns,  J.  D. 
Hattie  Oioodrich 
l.add,  Noves 
Phiebe  VVilliams 
E  iza  J.  Kennard 
.Minnis,  W.  F. 
Matilda  E.  Denton 
Emma  J.  (iardener 
McNeill,  Francis  A. 
Sarali  A.  Sharp 
Reimer,  Is.-iac 
Catharine  Seheib 
Rucker,  Bishop  E. 
Lucinda  Sliafer 
Swigert,  John  F. 
Ma.ximillia  Taylor 
Sliullz.  .lacob 
Sarah  Zeller 
Scheili,  Peter 
Leah  Wright 
Seheib,  Pliares  S.  . 
Lydia  A.  Rolin 
Sharp,  John 
Emeline  Redfern 
Sheldon,  S.  M. 
Marv  I.  Wood 
SalnionBiglow  .Sheldon 
Eveline  Ma.xwell 
Smith.  Stephen  J. 
Harriet  Vandeveer 
Sarali  I!.  Lee 
Sharp,  George  Riley 
■Susan  Hanon 
Waller,  W    D. 
XniKuia  P.  Sharp 
W,  i^er,  John 
Weiser.  Philip 
Mary  Weiser 
Wei-er,  Louisa  P. 


Grove  City 

Edinburg 

(jrove  City 

Sharpsburg 

Edinl.nrg 
Dec'd  May 
Edinburg 
Grove  Cily 

Stonington 


Sharp.sburg 

Di-fd  in  Kt.  Feb. 

Dec'd  July 
Shar[tshurg 
Edinburg 

Sharp.sburg 

Eilinburg 
Dec'd  Oct. 
Sharpsburg 


Dec'd  May 

Sharpsburg 

Dec'd  Aug 
Sharpsburg 
Grove  City 
Taylorville 
Grove  City 

Deceased 


Stark  Co.  Oliio    o7 

•Madison  Co.  O    57 

.Madi.son  Co.  O    o7 


Sec.  12  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Ashlsnd  Co.  O    05 

12  Wife  of  J.  C-  Batlan  Macon  Co.  N.  C  65 
19  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Boone  Co.  Ohio  03 

19  Wife  of  W.  F.  Black  Highland  Co.  O  03 
9  Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser  Guernsey  Co.  O  04 
9  Wife  of  W.  Deeren  (iuernsey  Co.  O  04 

20  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Maury  Co.  Tenn  50 
2il  Wife  of  N.  Gardener  Louis'a  Co.  Va  50 
10  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Maury  Co.  Tenn  50 

14,  '04  First  wife  II.  T.  Gardner    Macoupin  Co.  II  52 

Sec.  10  Pres.  wife  H.  T.  Gardner  Macon  Co   HI      00 

2  Farmer  Madison  Co.  O    '57 

2  Wife  of  A.  Henshie  Siark  Co.  Ohio    o7 

13  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser  Odletown,  Cana  '57 
13  Wife  of  E.  S.  Hurlbutt 
12  Farmer  and  .Stock  Raise 
12  Wife  of  C.  A.  Hurlbutt 
32  Farming  &  Stock  Raising  Shelby  Co.  Ky    59 

19,  '59  First  hush.  L.  A.  Hedden 

4,  '70    Seu'd  liusb.  L.  A.  Hedden  Shelby  Co.  Ky  p6 

Sec.  32  Dangh.  H.  W.  Yatea  i  L.  A-  Hedden   Auders'n  Co.  Ky  59 

0  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Germany  !02 

6  Wifeof  J.  Hurring  Germany  02 

29  Form  wife  of  Marion  Redfern  Morgan'Co.  Ill    5j 

29  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Macoupin  Co.  II  55 

5  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  xorth.mpton  co.  pa     64 

20, '73  Late  wifeof  J.  Kemmerer  .vortiianiptoii  Co.  Pa     04 

Sliarps.  Teacher  Marion  Co.  O     !'0 

.    ••        Wife  of  J.  D.  Kerns  Jersey  Co.  Ill     ]'" 

Sec.  33  Farm.  Stock  Raiser*  Breeder  -xew  London  Co.  Conn  48 

22,  '00   First  \Vife  of  N.  Ladd       ^'■'  '■">■>"'  Co.  Conn  49 

Sec.  33  Present  wife  of  N.  Ladd    .Mifflin  Co.  Pa 

29  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Kentucky 
31, '09  First  wife  W.  F.  .Minnis  Christian  Co.  HI  42 
Sec. '29  Pres.  wife  W.  F.  Minnis   Fayette  Co.  Ill    50 


;w 


sharps.  Physicia 


id  Su 


rgeon 


iCo.IlT4 


Sha 

rpsbi 

l-g 

!)«■ 

d  Nf 

De<- 

d  S. 

>■ 

Sha 

■psl.i 

Dec 

1  .\l 

ll 

Sha 

p.,bu 

If 

Tavlorville 
De'cAug.o4 
Taylorville 
Edinburg 


Wife  of  Dr.  McNei  1 1        Christian  Co.  Ill  oo 
Sec.  10  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser  N..rihau.i.u,o  co.  Pa     0> 
10  Wife  of  I.  Reimer  ^'"■'^^  '-'o.  Pa      bo 

35  Farmer  and  Slock  Raiser  f»:'"g:"uon  Co.II  o7 
35  Wife  of  B.  E  Rucker  •->'""  *-'"■  V*  5-j 
10  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Uwen  Co.  Ky      ,  7 

10  Wifeof  J.  F.  Swigert  Shelby  Co.  Ky  m 
3  Retired   Farmer  'Lanca.ster(:j.Pa  04 

Mar.  1-7.  Late  wife  of  J.  Shultz        LancaslerCoPa  04 
Sec.  11  Farmer  and  .Stock  Raiser  '^'"■'ks  Co.  Pa      00 

11  Wife  of  P.  Seheib  M.idison  Co.  Ill  bu 
1 1  Farmer  and  Stock  Rai.ser  Bucks  Co.  Pa  Oo 
1 1  Wife  of  P.  S.  Seheib         •"■■""■ ■>»"  c«-  p-     *>-j 

32  Farmer  &  Notary  Public  ClaibourneCo.T  '^^ 
3j  Wife  of  J.  Sharp  Macoupin  Co.Ill  oS 

33  Farmer  and  Stock  Rai.ser  christian  Co.  Ill  4' 
33  Wife  of  S.  M    Sheldon      Lee  Co.  Ill  '4 

20. '79  Father  of  S.  M  Sheldon    Levden,  Mass      •« 
..,1  •,;,,  ,.,,.,  „,,„„,s  n.sbeidon  isiotner  Gilford,  Vt  28 

--  ■■   -i   I  ^  1  r  nMl°Stock  Kaiser       «""  Co.  N.  C.     3J 

1  ~  '.s         1    1 1<   «  lie  of  S.  J.    Smith  IVasliinSWn  Co.  Ind      if'! 

.See  31  Wife  of  S.  J.  Smith  lennes.see  OJ 

3-'  Farmer.Slock  Raiser  4  Sup   ClaibourneCo.T  o2 

32  Wifeof  ((i.  R.  S.)  Christian  Co.  Ill  38 

Sharps.  General  Merchant  Di.\on  Co.  Tenn  54 

Wife  of  W    D.  Walter       Christian  Co.  Ill  59 

Sec.  33  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser  Germany  09 

casiCo.ii  Fiiiher  of  J.  Weiser  |Germany 

Sec.  33  Mother  of  J.  WeLser        iGermanv  09 

22  Farmer  and  Stock  RaiserlCass  Co.  HI         i09 


BEYISED    CONSTITITTION  OF  ILLINOIS. 


rREA^r^.!,F. 

Wc,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois— grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  Ihe  civil,  political 
anil  rLlijjious  liberty  which  He  halh  so  lung  permilteii  us  to  enjoy,  and  looking  to  Him  for 
a  blessing  upon  imr  endeavors  to  secure  and  transmit  the  same  unimpaired  to  succeeding 
generations — in  i  rder  lo  form  a  more  perfect  government,  establish  justice,  insure  domeslic 
iranquilily, provide  for  the  common  defense, promotethe  general  welfare.and  secure  the  I  less- 
ings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity;  do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution  for 
the  State  of  Illinois. 

ARTICLE  I. 

lillUNDAKIIiS, 

The  boundaries  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Slate  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit;  Beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  river;  thence  up  tTie  same,  and  with  the  line  of  Indiana,  to  the 
nonhwest  corner  of  said  State  ;  thence  east,  with  the  line  of  ihe  same  State,  to  the  middle 
of  Lake  Michigan  ;  ihence  north,  along  the  middle  of  said  lake,  to  north  latitude  42  degrees 
and  30  minutes;  thence  west  to  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  thence  down  along 
the  middle  of  that  river  to  its  confluence  with  the  Ohio  river,  and  thence  up  the  latter  river, 
along  its  northwestern  shore,  to  the  place  of  beginning :  Provided^  that  this  State  shall  exer- 
cise such  jurisdiction  upon  Ihe  Ohio  river  as  she  is  now  entitled  to,  or  such  as  may 
hereafter  be  agreed  upon  by  this  Slate  and  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

ARTICLE  II. 


BILL    OF    RIGHTS 


anii  Inalienable  Right! 


;[  111  Habeas  \_orpus. 

ed— Grand  Jurj'  Abulished. 
i  Accused  01  Crime. 
-Former  Tri..!. 


proportionate  —  Corruptic 


Pena 
fcit, 

Iinp.isonment  ("or  Debt. 
Compensation  for  Property  tat;e 
Ex  post  facto  laws— Irrevocable 
Military  Power  Subordinate. 
Quartering  of  Soldiers. 
Right  of  Assembly  and  Petition. 
Flections  to  be  Free  and  tqaal. 
.  What  Laws  ouchl  tn  be. 
Fundamental  Principles. 


nd  inali, 


\  I.  .Ml  men  are  by  nature  free  and  indepcndenl.  and  have  certain  inl 
nlile  rights — among  these  are  life,  libcity,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  To  seccre  these 
rghts  and  the  protection  of  property,  governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their 
just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 

\     2.  No  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  properly,  withoxit  due  process  of  law. 

I  3.  The  free  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  religious  profession  and  worship,  without  dis- 
crimination, .shal  1  forever  be  guaranteed  ;  and  no  person  shall  be  denied  any  civil  or  political 
right,  privilege  or  capacity,  on  account  of  his  reiigious  opinions;  but  the  liberty  of  conscience 
hereby  secured  shall  not  be  construed  to  dispense  with  oaths  or  athrm.Ttions,  excuse  acts  of 
licentiousness,  or  justify  practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace  or  safely  of  the  State.  No 
person  shall  be  required  to  attend  or  support  any  ministry  or  place  of 'worship  against  his 
consent,  nor  shall  any  j  reference  be  given  by  law  to  any  religious  denomination  or  mode  of 
worship. 

i  4.  Every  person  may  freelv  =peak,  write  end  publi-h  on  all  subjects,  being  responsible 
lor  the  abuse  of  that  libcily  ;  and  in  all  tiials  lor  libel,  both  civil  and  criminal,  Ihe  truth, 
vihen  published  with  good  motives  and  lor  justifiable  ends,  shall  be  a  sufficient  defense. 

8  S.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  as  heretofore  enjoyed  shall  remain  inviolate;  but  the 
trial  of  civil  cases  before  justices  of  the  peace  by  a  jury  of  less  than  twelve  men,  m.ay  be 
authorized  by  law. 

J  6.  The  light  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  j  arsons,  houses,  jiapers  rnd  effects, 
against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  .shall  not  be  vioLted  ;  and  no  warrant  shall 
issue  without  probable  cause,  supported  by  affidavit,  particularly  describing  the  place  to  be 
searched,  and  the  person  or  things  to  be  seized. 

§     7.  All  persons  shall  he  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  except  for  capital  rffcnses,  where 


ly  may 


nent  of  ; 
wise  thai 


the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption  great;  and  ihe  privilege'of  ihe  writ  ol  /mi 
shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  publ.c 
reijuire  it. 

J     8.  No  person  shall  he  held  to  answer  for  a  criminal  offense,  unless  on  indi 
grand  jury,  except  in  cases  in  which  the  punishmenl  is  by  fine,  or  imprisonment  oth 
in  ihe  penitentiary,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  and  in  cases  arising  in  the  army  and  navy,  or 
ill  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger:  Frovided,  that  the 
grand  jury  may  be  abolishtd  by  law  in  all  cases. 

_  I  9.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  have  the  right  to  .nppear  and  defend 
in  person  and  by  counsel ;  to  demand  the  naiure  and  cause  of  the  accusation,  and  to  have  a 
copy  thereof;  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face,  and  to  have  process  lo  compel  the  atiend- 
ance  of  witnesses  in  his  behalf,  and  a  speedy  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  ihe  county 
or  district  in  which  the  offense  is  alleged  to  have  been  commiued. 

\  10.  No  person  shall  be  compelled  in  any  ciiminal  case  to  give  evidence  against  him- 
self, or  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  for  the  same  otTcn.se. 

\  II.  All  penalties  shall  be  iiroporlioned  to  the  nature  of  the  offense;  and  no  conviction 
shall  work  corruption  of  blood  or  forfeiture  of  eslale;  nor  shall  any  jierson  be  transported 
out  of  the  State  for  any  offense  committed  wiihin  the  same, 

5  12.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt,  unless  upon  refusal  to  deliver  up  his  estate 
fi.r  the  benefit  of  his  ciedittirs,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  bylaw;  or  m  cases 
where  there  15  strong  presumption  of  fr.iud. 

{   13.  Private  property  shall  not  he  taken  or  d.amaged  for  public  use  without  lUst 

salioii.     Such  compensation,  when  not  made  by  ihe  State,  shall  be  ascertained'bv  

shall  be  prescribed  by  law.     The  fee  of  land  taken  for  railroad  tracks,  without' consel 
tne  owners  thereof,  shall  remain  in  such  owners,  subject  to  the  u-c  lor  which  it  is  taken, 


npen- 


\  14.  No  ex  post  faelo  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contract^,  or  making  anv 
irrevocable  grant  ol  special  privileges  or  immunities,  shall  be  passed. 

^   15.  The  military  shall  be  in  strict  suboldination  to  the  civil  power. 

I  16.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the  consent 
of  tne  owner  ;  nor  in  time  of  war  except  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

^  17.  The  people  have  the  right  to  assemble  in  a  peaceable  manner  to  consult  for  the 
common  good,  to  make  known  their  opinions  to  their  representatives,  and  to  apply  for 
redress  of  grievances. 

3   18.   All  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

\  19.  Every  person  ought  to  find  a  certain  remedy  in  the  laws  for  all  injuries  and  wrongs 
which  he  m.ay  receive  in  his  person,  property  tr  reputation;  he  ought  10  obtain,  ly  law, 
right  and  justice  freely,  and  without  being  obliged  to  purchase  it,  completely  and  without 
denial,  promptly  and  without  delay. 

(J  20.  A  Irequent  recurrence  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  government  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  liberty. 

ARTICLE  III. 

DISTRlnUTION    OF    POWERS. 

The  "Sowers  of  the  Government  of  this  State  are  divided  into  three  distinct  departments 
— the  Legislative,  Executive  and  Judicial  ;  and  no  person,  or  collection  of  persons,  being 
one  of  these  departments,  shall  exercise  any  power  properly  belonging  to  either  of  the 
others,  except  as  hereinafter  expressly  directed  or  permitted. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

LEGISLATIVE    DEP.MfTMENT. 


,  Gencr.al  Assembly  elective, 

•1  imc  of  Election— Vacancies. 

Who  are  Eligible, 

Disqualification  by  Crime. 

Oath  taken  by  members. 

Senatorial  Apportionments. 
.  &  8.  Minority  Representation. 

Time  of  meeting-General  Utiles. 

Secretary-Adjournment— Journals,  Protests. 
,  Style  of  Laws. 

Origin  and  passage  of  Bills. 

Reading— Printing  -  Title— Amendments. 

Privileges  of  members 

llisabilities  of  members. 

Pills  making  Appropriations. 

Payment  of  money — Statement  of  Expenses. 


J  18.  Ordinary  Expenses-Casual  Deficils-Apprt 

priaiions  limited. 
?  19.  Extra  Compensai ion  or  Allowance. 
I  20.  Public  Credit  not  loaned, 
p  21.   Pay  and  mileage  of  members. 
\  22.  Special  Legislation  prohibited, 
g  23.  Against  Release  from  Liability. 
9  24.   Proceedings  on  Impeachment. 
i  25.    l-uel.  Stationery,  and  Printing. 


,  Terms  of  Offid 

Protection  of  operative  min:rs. 

Concerning  Roads — public  and  private. 

Draining  and  Ditching. 
,  Homestead  and  Exemption  L.iws. 
.  Completion  of  the  blate  House. 


I  I.  The  legislative  power  shall  b"  vested  in  a  General  Assembly,  which  shall  consist 
of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  both  to  be  elected  by  the  people, 

ELECTION, 

§  2.  An  election  for  members  of  ihe  General  Assembly  shall  be  held  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  fiist  Monday  m  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dretl  and  seventy,  and  every  two  years  thereafter,  in  each  county,  at  such  places  therein  as 
may  be  provitled  by  law.  \Vhen  vacancies  occur  in  either  house,  the  governor,  or  person 
exercising  the  powers  of  governor,  shall  issue  writs  of  election  lo  fill  such  vacancies, 

ELIGIEILITY  AND   OATH, 

?  3.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenly-fiv3 
years,  or  a  rtpresentalive  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  No 
person  shall  be  a  senator  or  a  repiesentative  who  shall  not  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  shall  not  have  been  for  five  years  a  resident  of  this  State,  .and  for  two  years  ne.\t 
preceding  his  election  a  resident  within  ihe  territory  forming  the  district  from  which  he  is 
elected.  No  judge  or  clerk  of  any  court,  secretary  of  state,  attorney  general,  stale's  attorney, 
recortler,  sheriff,  or  collector  of  public  revenue,  member  of  either  house  of  congress,  or 
person  holding  any  lucrative  office  under  the  United  States  or  this  State,  or  any  foreign 
government,  shall  have  a  seat  in  the  general  assembly  :  Providtd,  that  appointments  in  the 
miliiia,  and  the  offices  of  notary  public  and  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  not  be  considend 
lucrative.  Nor  shall  any  person,  holding  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  under  any  foreign 
government,  or  under  the  government  of  the  United  Stales,  {except  ]iosImasters  whose 
annual  compensation  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ^300,)  hold  any  office  of  honor  or  profit 
under  the  authority  of  this  Slate. 

\  4.  No  person  who  has  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  convicted  of  bribery,  perjury  cr 
other  infamous  crime,  nor  any  person  who  has  been  or  may  be  a  collector  or  holder  of  public 
moneys,  who  shall  not  have  accounted  for  and  paid  over,  according  to  law,  all  such  moneys 
due  from  him,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  general  assembly,  or  to  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  in 
this  Slate. 

\  6.  Members  of  the  general  assembly,  before  they  enter  upon  their  official  duties,  shall 
take  and  subscribe  the  following  oalh  or  affirmation  : 


•  I  do  solemnly  swear  for  affirm^  that  I  will  support  the  constil 
ion  ol  the  St.ite  of  Illinois,  and  will  laithfully  discharge  the  du 
the  best  of  my  ability  ;  and  that  1  have  not,  knowingly  or  intentionally,  paid 
de  any  promise  in  the  n.iture  of  a  bribe,  to  directlyor  indirectly  influence  any 
as  iho-,cn  10  fill  the  said  office,  and  have  not  accepted,  nor  will  I  accept  or  re. 
.■  inoiiev  "r  other  valuable  thing,  from  any  corporal  ion,  corrpany  or  person,  for 
e  or  withhold  on  any  bill,  resolution  or  appropriation,  or  for  any  other  official 


of  the  United  States,  and  the 


tributed  anything,  of 
the  election  at  which 
tirectly  or  indirectly, 
ite  or  influence  I  may 


oath  shall  be  administered  by  a  judge  of  the  supreme  or  circuit  court,  in  the  hall  of 
ise  lo  which  Ihe  member  is  elected,  and  the  secretary  of  state  shall  record  and  file 
I  subscribed  fry  each  member.    Any  member  who  shall  refuse  to  take  the  oath  herein 


prescribed,  shall  forfeit  his  office,  and  every  member  who  shall  i)e  convicted  of  havinc; 
sworn  falsely  to,  or  of  violating,  his  said  oath,  shall  forfeit  his  office,  and  be  disqualified 
thereafter  from  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  in  this  State. 

APPORTIONMENT— SENATORIAL. 

5  6.  The  general  assembly  shall  apportion  the  State  every  ten  years,  beginning  with  the 
year  1S71,  by  dividing  ihe  population  of  the  State,  as  ascertained  by  the  federal  census,  by 
the  number  51,  and  the  quotient  shall  f  e  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the  senate.  The 
Slate  shall  be  divided  into  51  senatorial  districts,  each  of  which  shall  elect  one  senator, 
whose  term  of  oflice  shall  be  four  years.  The  senators  elected  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1S72,  in  districts  f. earing  odd  nimibers,  shall  vacate  their  cflices  at  the  end  of  two  years, 
and  those  elected  in  districts  bearing  even  numbers,  at  the  end  of  four  yerirs  ;  and  vacancies 
occurring  by  the  expiration  of  term,  shall  be  filled  by  the  election  of  senators  for  the  full 
term.  Senatorial  districts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  and  compact  territory,  bounded 
by  county  lines,  and  contain  as  nearly  as  practicable  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants ;  but 
no  district  shall  contain  less  than  four-fifths  of  the  senatcrial  ratio.  Counties  containing 
not  less  than  the  r.nio  and  three-fourths,  may  be  divided  into  separate  districts,  and  shall  Le 
entitled  to  two  senators,  and  to  one  additional  senator  for  each  number  of  inhabitants  equal 
to  the  ratio,  contained  by  such  counties  in  excess  of  twice  the  number  of  said  ratio. 

Note.— By  the  adoption  of  minority  represen'ation.  ?3  7  -ind  S,  of  ihrs  article,  cense  to  be  a  p.^n  of  the 
constitutio  I.  Under  i;  12  of  the  sctiedule,  and  the  vol.;  i,f  adoption,  it.e  follow. ng  section  relating  to  minority 
representation  is  substituted  for  said  sec. ions  : 

MINORITY    REPRESENT.VTION. 

J§  7  and  8.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  consist  of  three  limes  the  number  of  the 
members  of  the  senate,  and  the  term  of  office  shall  be  two  yecrs.  Three  representatives 
shall  be  elected  in  each  senatoiial  district  at  the  general  election  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1S72,  and  every  two  years  thereafter.  In  all  elections  of  representatives  aforesaid,  each 
qualifiad  voter  may  cast  as  many  votes  for  one  candidate  as  there  are  representatives  to  lie 
elected,  or  may  distribute  the  same,  or  equal  parts  thereof,  among  the  candidates,  as  he  shall 
see  fit;  and  the  candidates  highest  m  votes  shall  be  declared  elected. 

TIME  OF    MEETING  AND   GENERAL  RULES. 

J  9.  The  sessions  of  the  general  assembly  shall  commence  at  12  o'clock  noon,  on  the 
■\Vednesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in  January,  in  ihe  year  next  ensuing  the  election  of 
members  thereof,  and  .at  no  other  time,  unless  as  provided  by  this  constituliun.  A  majority 
of  the  members  elected  to  each  house  sha'l  constitute  a  quorum.  Each  house  shall  deter- 
mine the  rules  of  iis  proceedings,  and  be  the  judge  of  the  eljction  returns  and  qualifica- 
tions of  its  members ;  shall  choose  its  own  officers ;  and  the  senate  shall  choose  a  temporary 
president  to  preside  when  the  lieutenant-governor  shall  not  attend  as  president  or  shall  act 
as  governor.  The  secretnry  of  state  shall  call  the  house  of  representatives  to  order  at  the 
opening  of  each  new  assembly,  and  jireside  over  it  until  a  temporary  presiding  officer  thereof 
shall  have  been  chosen  and' shall  have  tai.en  his  seat.  No  member  shall  'be  expelled  by 
either  house,  except  by  a  vote  of  two-lhirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  that  house,  and 
no  member  shall  be  twice  expelled  for  the  same  offence.  Each  h.iuse  may  jninish  by 
imprisonment  any  jievson,  not  a  member,  who  shall  be  guiliy  of  diiiespect  to  the  house  by 
disorderly  or  contempluous  behaviour  in  its  presence.  But  no  such  imprisonment  shall 
extend  beyond  two  hours  at  one  time,  unless  the  person  shall  persist  in  such  disorderly  or 
contemptuous  behaviour. 

§  10.  The  doors  of  each  house  and  of  committees  of  the  whole,  shall  be  kept  open, 
except  in  such  cases  as.  in  the  opinion  of  the  house,  require  secrecy.  Neither  house  shall 
without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two  d.iys,  ur  to  any  other  place  than 
that  in  which  ihe  two  houses  shall  be  silting.  Eich  house  sh.ill  keep  a  j  larnal  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, which  shall  be  published.  In  the  senate  at  Ihe  request  of  two  members,  and  in 
the  house  at  the  request  of  five  members,  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  taken  on  any  question, 
and  entered  upon  the  journal.  Any  two  members  of  either  hou-.e  shall  have  liberty  to  dis- 
sent from  and  protest,  in  respectful  languaoe,  against  any  act  or  resolution  which  they  think 
injurious  10  the  iniblic  or  to  any  individual,  and  have  the  reasons  of  iheir  dissent  enured 
upon  the  journals. 

STYLE   OF   LAWS   AND    PASSAGE    OF    HILLS. 

J  II.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  this  State  shall  be  :  Bi  it  enacted  l>y  Ihe  People  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  represented  in  the  General  A:seiiilily. 

J  12.  bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  bat  may  be  altered,  amended  or  rejected  by  the 
other;  and  on  the  final  p.ass.age  of  all  bills,  the  vote  shall  be  by  yeas  and  nays,  upon  each 
bill  separately,  and  shall  be  ente'ed  upon  the  journal ;  and  no  bill  sliall  become  a  law 
without  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each  house. 

\  13.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  at  large  on  three  different  days,  in  each  house;  and  the 
bill  and  all  amendments  thereto  shall  be  printed  before  the  vote  is  taken  on  its  final  pass.ige ; 
and  every  bill,  having  passed  both  houses,  shall  be  signed  by  the  speakers  thereof.  No  act 
hereafter  passed  shall  embrace  more  than  one  subject,  and  that  shall  be  expressed  in  the  title. 
But  if  any  subject  shall  be  em'  nactd  in  an  act  which  shall  not  be  expressed  in  the  title,  such 
act  shall  be  void  only  as  to  so  much  thereof  as  shall  not  be  so  expressed  ;  and  no  law  shall 
be  revived  or  amended  by  reference  to  its  title  only,  but  the  law  revived,  or  the  section 
amended,  shall  be  inserted  at  length  in  the  new  act.  And  no  act  of  the  gcner.il  assembly 
shall  take  eflect  until  the  first  day  of  July  next  after  its  pass.age,  unless,  in  ca^e  of  emergency, 
(which  emergency  shall  be  ex|>re5sed  in  ihe  preamble  or  body  of  the  act),  the  general 
assembly  shall,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  house,  oiherwiie 
direct. 

PRIVILEGES    .-iND   DISAIIILITIES. 

\  14.  Senators  and  representatives  she'll,  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony  or  breach  of 
the  peace,  be  privileged  Irom  arrest  during  the  session  of  the  general  assembly,  and  in  going 
to  and  returning  from  the  same  ;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house,  thi  y  shall 
not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

§  15.  No  person  elected  to  the  general  assembly  shall  receive  any  civil  appointment 
within  this  Slate  from  the  governor,  the  governor  and  senate,  or  from  the  general  assembly, 
durin"  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected ;  and  all  such  appointments,  and  all 
votes  given  lor  any  such  members  for  any  such  office  or  appointment,  shall  be  void;  nor 
shall  any  member  of  the  general  assembly  be  interested,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any 
contract  with  the  state,  or  any  county  thereof,  authorized  by  any  law  passed  during  the  term 
for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  or  within  one  year  after  the  expiralion  thereof. 

PUnLIC    MONEYS   AND  APPROPRIATIONS. 

3  16.  The  general  assembly  shall  make  no  appropriation  of  money  cut  of  the  treasury  in 
any  private  law.  Bills  making  aprr.'prialions  for  the  pay  of  members  and  officcis  of  the 
'general  assembly,  and  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  government,  sliall  contain  no 
provisions  on  any  other  subject. 

217.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  except  in  pursuance  of  an  appropriation 
made  by  law  and  on  the  presentation  of  a  warrant  issued  by  the  auditor  thereon ;  and  no 
money  shall  be  diverted  from  any  appropriation  made  fi'r  any  purpose,  or  taken  from  any 
fund  whatever,  either  by  joint  or  separate  resolution.     The  auelitor  shall,  within  60  days 


after  the  adjournment  of  each  session  of  the  general  assembly,  prepare  and  publish  a  full 
statement  of  all  money  expended  at  such  session,  specifying  the  amount  of  each  item,  and 
to  whom  and  for  what  paid, 

§  iS.  Each  general  assembly  shall  provide  for  all  Ihe  appropriations  necessary  for  the 
ordinan-  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  government  until  the  expiration  of  the  first  fiscal 
quarter  after  the  adjournment  of  the  next  regular  session,  the  aggreg.ate  amount  of  which 
shall  not  be  increased  without  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each  house, 
nor  exceed  the  amount  of  revenue  aulhcrized  by  law  to  be  raised  in  such  time;  and  clI 
appropriations,  general  or  special,  requiring  money  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Slate  Treasury, 
from  funds  belonging  to  the  Stale,  shall  end  with  such  fiscal  quarter:  Provided,  the  Stale 
may,  to  meet  casual  deficits  or  failures  in  revenue,  conliact  debts,  never  to  exceed  in 
the  aggregate  5250,000;  and  monejs  thus  borrowed  shall  be  applied  to  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  obtained,  or  to  pay  the  debt  thus  created,  and  to  no  other  purpose  ;  and 
no  other  debt,  except  for  the  puipeise  of  repelling  invasion,  suppressing  insuriectior,  or 
defending  the  State  in  w.ar,  (for  payment  of  which  the  failh  of  the  Stale  shall  be  pledged), 
shall  be  contracted,  unless  the  law  authorizing  ihe  same  shall,  at  a  general  election  have 
been  submilled  to  Ihe  people,  and  have  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  members 
of  the  general  assembly  at  such  election.  The  general  assembly  shall  jirovide  for  the 
publication  of  said  law  for  three  months,  at  least,  beftire  the  vote  of  the  people  shall  be 
taken  upon  the  same;  and  provision  shall  be  made,  at  ihe  lime,  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  annually,  as  it  shall  accrue,  by  a  tax  levied  for  the  purpose,  or  Irom  other  sources 
of  revenue;  which  law,  providing  for  the  payment  of  such  interest  by  such  tax,  shall  be 
irrepeolable  until  such  debt  be  paid:  And  provided,  further,  that  the  law  levying  the  tax 
shall  be  submitted  10  the  people  wiih  the  law  authorizing  the  debt  to  be  contracted. 

\  19.  The  general  assembly  shall  never  grant  or  authorize  extra  compens.ation,  fee  or 
allowance  to  any  public  officer,  agent,  servant  or  contractor,  after  service  has  been  rendered 
or  a  contract  made,  nor  authorize  the  payment  of  any  claim,  or  part  thereof,  hereafter 
created  against  the  State  under  any  .agreement  or  contract  made  without  express  authority  of 
law  ;  and  all  such  unauthorized  agreements  rr  contracts  shall  be  null  and  void  :  Provided, 
the  general  assembly  may  make  appropriations  for  expenditures  incurred  in  suppressing 
insurrection  or  repelling  invasion. 

\  20.  The  State  shall  never  pay,  assume  or  become  responsible  for  the  debts  or  liabiliiies 
of,  or  m  any  manner  give.  loan  or  extend  its  credit  to,  or  in  .lid  of  any  public  cr  othei 
coiporation,  association  or  individual. 

PAY    OF    MLMPERS. 

J  21.  The  members  of  ihe  general  .assembly  shall  receive  for  their  services  the  sum  of  S^ 
per  day,  during  the  first  session  held  under  this  consiitution,  and  10  cents  for  each  mile 
necessarily  traveled  in  going  to  and  reluming  from  the  seat  of  government,  to  be  computed 
by  the  auditor  of  public  accounis;  and  thereafter  such  compensation  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  law,  and  no  other  allowance  or  emolument,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  any  purpose 
whatever;  except  the  sum  of  S50  per  session  to  e.ich  member,  which  shall  be  in  full  foi 
postage,  stationery,  newspapers,  and  all  other  incidental  expenses  and  perquisites ;  but  n« 
change  shall  be  made  in  the  compensation  of  members  of  the  general  assembly  durin-T  ihl 
term  for  which  ihty  may  have  been  elected.  The  pay  and  mileage  allowed  to  each  membek 
of  ihe  general  assembly  shall  be  ceriifieil  by  the  speaker  of  iheir  respective  houses,  and 
entered  on  the  journals  and  published  at  the  close  of  each  session. 

SrrClAL   LEGISLATION    rROIIlCITED. 

§  22.  The  general  assembly  shall  not  pass  local  or  special  laws  in  any  of  the  following 
enameraled  cases,  that  is  to  say :  for — 


Changing  the  names  of  person;  or  places; 

Laying  oul,  openiitg,  altering,  and  working  roads  or  highways  ; 

Vacating  ro.ids,  town  plats,  streets,  alleys  and  public  grounds; 

Locating  or  changing  county  seals; 

Regulating  county  and  township  afflirs  ; 

Regulating  the  practice  in  courts  of  ju  t'cc ; 

Regulating  ihe  jurisdiction  and  duties  of  justices  of  the  peace,  police  magistrates,  and 
coistables; 

Providing  for  changes  of  venue  in  civil  and  criminal  cases; 

Incorpor.ating  cities,  towns,  or  village-,  or  changing  or  amending  the  charter  of  any  town, 
city  or  village ; 

Providing  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  townships, 
incorporated  towns  or  cities  ; 

Summoning  and  impaneling  grand  or  petit  juries; 

TrovKling  lor  the  management  of  conitnon  schools; 

Regulating  the  rate  of  interest  on  money; 

Ihe  opening  and  conducting  of  any  election,  or  designating  the  place  of  voting; 

The  sale  or  mortgage  of  reni  estate  belonging  to  mmori  or  others  under  disability; 

The  piotection  of  game  or  fi^h  ; 

Chartering  or  licensing  ferries  or  toll  bridges; 

Remitting  fines,  penalties  or  forfeilures ; 

Creating,  increasing,  or  decreasing  fees,  percentage  or  allowances  of  public  officers,  during 
the  term  lor  which  said  officers  are  clectetl  or  appointed  ; 

Changing  the  law  of  descent; 

Granting  to  any  corporation,  association  or  individual  the  right  to  lay  down  railroad 
tracks,  or  amending  existing  charters  lur  such  purpose  ; 

Granting  to  any  corporaliim,  association  or  individual  any  special  or  exclusive  privilege, 
immunity  or  franchise  whatever. 

In  all  other  cases  where  a  general  law  can  be  made  applicable,  no  .special  law  shall  be 
enacled. 

\  23.  The  general  assemb'y  shall  have  no  power  to  release  or  extinguish,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  ihe  indebicdness,  liabilily,  1  r  obligaiion  of  any  corporation  or  individual  to  this  .Slate 
or  to  any  municipal  corporation  therein. 

IMPEACHMENT. 

\  24.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment ;  Imt  a 
majority  of  all  the  members  elected  must  concur  therein.  K\\  iinpeachnienls  shall  be  tried 
by  the  senate  ;  and  when  silting  for  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath,  or  affirma- 
tion, to  do  justice  according  to  law  and  e\idence.  When  the  governor  of  the  Slate  is  tried, 
the  chief  justice  shall  presiele.  No  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of 
two-lhirds  of  the  senators  elected.  But  judgment,  in  such  cases,  shall  not  extend  further 
than  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor  profit  or  trust 
under  ihe  government  of  this  State.  The  ]-arty,  whether  convicted  or  acquitted,  shall, 
nevertheless,  be  liable  to  prosecution,  trial,  judgment  and  punishment  according  to  law. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

\  25.  The  general  assembly  shall  provide,  by  law,  that  the  fuel,  stationery  and  printing- 
paper  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Slate  ;  the  copying,  printing,  binding  and  distributing  the 
laws  and  journals,  and  all  other  jirinting  ordered  by  the  general  assembly,  shall  be  let  I  y 
contract  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder;  but  the  general  assembly  shall  fix  a  maximum 


price  ; 


n  law  of  equity. 
■  gift  enterprises, 
■nterprise  tickets 

ny  public 


id  no  memlicr  ihcreo',  rr  other  oflicer  of  the  State,  shall  be  interested,  directly  or 
,  ill  such  contract.  Hut  all  such  contracts  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
governi.r,  an  I  if  he  disapproves  the  same  there  shall  be  a  re-lelting  of  the  contract,  in  such 
mann' r  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law, 

§   ?6.   The  .State  of  Illinois  shall  never  be  made  defendant  in  any  court 

§   27.   The  general  a-sembly  shall  have  no  power  to  authorize  Lotteries  o 
for  any  purpose,  and  shall  pass  laws  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  lottery  or  gift 
in  this  Slate. 

§  28.  No  law  shall  be  passed  which  shall  operate  to   extend  the  term   of 
officer  after  his  election  or  appointment, 

^  29,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  assembly  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  operative  miners,  by  providing  for  ventilation,  wlicn  tlie  same  m.iy  be 
required,  and  the  cinstructioil  of  escapemciit-shafts,  or  such  other  appliances  as  may  secure 
safety  in  all  coal  mines,  and  to  provide  for  the  enlorcement  of  said  laws  by  such  penalties 
and  punishments  as  may  be  deemed  proper. 

§  30,  The  general  assembly  may  provitie  for  establishing  and  opening  roads  and  cart- 
ways, connected  with  a  puf^lic  road,  for  private  and  public  use, 

^  31.  The  general  assemlily  may  pass  laws  permitting  the  owners  and  occupants  of  lands 
to  construct  d.ains  and  ditches,  fur  agricultural  and  sanitary  purposes,  across  the  lands  of 
others, 

§  32.  The  general  assembly  shall  pass  liberal  and  homestead  and  exemption  laws, 

I  ^;^.  The  general  assembly  shall  not  appropriate  out  of  the  State  treasury,  or  expend  on 
account  of  the  new  cajiitol  grounds,  and  construction,  completion  and  furnishing  of  the 
Slate  house,  a  sum  exceeding,  in  the  aggregrate,  ^3,500,000,  inclusive  of  all  appropriations 
heretofore  made,  wilhout  fivst  submitting  the  proposition  for  an  additional  expenditure  to 
the  legal  voters  of  the  State,  at  a  general  election  ;  nor  unless  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
at  such  election  shall  be  fur  the  jiruposcj  additional  expenditure, 

ARTICLE  V, 
LXECUTIVE  d;;i'.vrt.mf,nt. 


Time  of  E'ecdug  St.ilc  Officers. 
Rcturns-Tie— CoiuestttlEk^lio 
Eligibility  for  Office. 
Governor-Pcwcr  .ind  Duty. 
His  Message  and  Stalement. 
Convening  the  General  Assembly 
Prorog\ii"g  the  General  AsseniMy 
Nomination's  by  the  I  iovcrnor. 
Vacancies  may  be  filled, 
kcmnvals  by  the  Governor. 
Reprieves— Commuta  ions-Pard 


Governor  as  Comman 
Impenehment  tor  ftlis 
Veto  of  the  Governor 
Lieutenant-Governor 
As  President  of  the  S 


rXECUTIVI'    nCrARTMF.NT. 

2  I.  The  executive  department  shall  consist  of  a  Governor,  Lienten.int-Govermr  Sec- 
retary of  State,  Auditor  of  Tiiblic  Accounts,  Treasurer,  Superintendent  of  Tublic  In'sruc- 
tion,  and  Attorney-General,  who  shall,  each,  with  the  exception  of  the  Treasurer,  hold  his 
office  for  the  term  of  four  >ears  from  the  second  Monday  of  January  next  after  his  election 
and  until  his  successor  is  elected  and  qualified.  They  shall,  except  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, reside  at  the  se.it  of  government  during  their  term  of  office,  and  keep  the  public 
records,  books  and  papers  there,  .and  shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law, 

^  2,  The  Treasurer  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  two  yeirs,  and  until  his  suc- 
cessor is  elected  and  qualified ;  and  shall  be  ineligible  to  said  office  for  two  years  next  after 
the  end  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  lie  m.ay  be  required  by  the  Govcru.ir  to 
give  reasonable  additional  security,  and  in  default  of  so  doing  his   office   shall   be  deemed 


?  3.  An  election  for  Governor,  Lieutemnt-Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  Auditor  of 
ru.dic  .\ccounts  .and  Attorney-General,  shall  he  held  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first 
Monday  in  .November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1S72,  and  every  four  years  thereafter-  for 
Superintendent  of  Public  instruction,  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  .Monday  of  Novem- 

'""  '"  "■" iSjo,  and  every  four  years  thereafter;  and  for  Treasurer  on  the  day  last 

1,  and  every  tw.^  years  thereafter,  at  such  places  and  in  such  manner  as  may 


ber,  in  th 
above  me 
be  prescribed  by  1 

i     4.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  the  above  named  officers  shall  be  sealed  up  and 
f""=mit_ted,  by  the  returning  oflijers,  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  directed  to  "The  Speaker 
.:..._  .,  ^jjjj  gji^j]^  immediately   afler  the  organizaiiun  of  the 


ul  the  House  of  Represenlativ 


house,  and  before  proceeding  to  other  bus:ness,  open  and  publish  the  same  in 

of  a  majority  of  each  house  of  the  general  assemi  ly,  who  shall,  for  th.at  purpt 

in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives.    The  person  h.aving  the  highest  nun.,,,.,  ,„    ,„.„ 

for  either  of  the  said  offices  .shall  be  decl.ared  duly  elected;  but  if   two  or  more  have  an 

tqual  and  the  highest  number  of  votes,  the  general  assembly  shall,  bv  joint  ballot,  choose 

one  of  such  persons  for  said  office.     Contested  elections  for  all  of  said  offices  shall  be  de- 


lined  by  both  houses  of  the 
be  prescribed  by  law. 


al   assembly,  by  joint  ballot,  in  such 


ELlnlKILTTY. 


?      5.  Xo  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  govern 
shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  v:>  vears.    and   been,    for 


lieutenant-governor,  who 
years   next  preceding  his 
,,         r       ,,. Neither  the  governor,  lieutenant- 
governor^  auditor  of  public  accounts,  secretary  of  State,  superintendent  of  public  instruction 

ing   the   period   for   which   he 


ive  attained  the  age  of  30  years,    and   been     f 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  State, 


ney  general  shall  be  eligible  to  any  other  offic 
all  have  been  elected. 


GOVERNOR, 

,1  ';  .^'  1  '^\  supreme  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  the  governor,  who  shall  take  care 
that  the  laws  be  laithfully  executed, 

i  7-  The  governor  shall,  at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  and  at  the  close  of  his 
term  ot  oHice  give  to  the  general  assembly  information,  by  message,  of  the  condition  of  the 
.-state,  and  shall  recommend  such  measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedient.  He  shall  account 
10  the  general  assembly,  and  accompany  his  message  with  a  statement  of  all  nionevs  re- 
ceived and  paid  out  by  him  from  any  funds  subject  to  his  order,  with  vouchers,  and,  at  the 
c  mimencetiicnt  of  each  regular  session,  present  estimates  of  the  amount  of  money  required 


i  s. 


le   the  general  assembly,  by 
convened ;   and  the  general 


1  by  taxation  for  all  purposes, 
governor  may,  on   extraordinary  occasions,  con 
proclamation,  staling  therein  the   purpose  lor  which   they  a 

assembly  shall  enter  upon  no  business  except  that  for  which  they  were  called  togethe-r. 
i  9-   in  caseoU.disagreement  between  the  two  houses  with  respect  to  thetime  of  adiourn- 
governor  may,  on  the  same  being  certified  to  him,  by  the  house  first  moving  the 
the  general  assembly  to  such  time  us  he  thinks  proper,  not  beyond  the 


ment,  ll; 

adjournment,  adjour 
first  day  of  the  next 

J  10.  The  governor  shall  nominate, 
(a  majority  of  all  the  senators   selecle 


egular  sessio 


id  b, 


nd  with  the 
■ring,  by  ye 


idvice  and  consent  of  the  sena 
s   and  nays,)  appoint  all  offic 


whose  offices  are  established  by  this  constitution,  or  which  maybe  created  bylaw,  and  wh-ie 
appointment  or  election  is  not  otherwise  provided  for;  and  no  such  offi-cr  shall  be  appoiiit'ed 
or  electetl  by  the  general  assembly. 

?  II.  In  case  of  a  vacancy,  during  the  recess  of  Ihe  senate,  in  any  office  which  is  not 
elective,  the  governor  shall  m.ake  a  temporary  appointment  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
senate,  when  he  .sh.all  nominate  some  person  to  fill  suchofiice;  and  any  person  so  nominated 
who  is  confirmed  by  the  sen.lte  (a  majority  of  all  the  senators  elected  concurrin"  by  yeas  anil 
nays),  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  remainder  of  the  time,  and  until  his  su'ccessor  shall 
be  appointed  and  qualified.  No  person,  after  being  rejected  by  the  senate,  shall  be  again 
nominated  for  the  same  office  at  the  same  session,  unless  at  the  request  of  the  senate,  or  be 
appointed  to  the  same  office  duiing  the  recess  of  the  general  assembly. 

I  12,  The  governor  shall  have  power  to  remove  any  officer  whom  he  may  appoint  in 
case  of  incompetency,  neglect  of  duty,  or  malfeasance  in  office;  .and  he  may  declare 'his 
office  vacant,  and  till  the  s.ame  .as  is  herein  provided  in  other  cases  of  v.acancy, 

J  13,  The  governor  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves,  commutations  and  pardons,  after 
conviction,  for  all  offences,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  may  be  provided  by  law  relative  to 
he  manner  of  applying  therefor, 

i  14,  The  governor  sh.all  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  military  .and  naval  forces  of  the 
Slate  (except  when  they  shall  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates) ;  and  may  call 
out  the  same  to  execute  the  laws,  suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion, 

?  15,     The  governor,  and  all   civil  officers  of  this  Stale,  shall  be  liable  to  impeachment 


for 


.demeanor  in  office. 


?  16.  Every  bill  passed  by  the  gener.al  assembly  shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law  be  pre- 
sented to  the  governor.  If  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it,  and  thereupon  it  shall  become  a  law- 
but  if  he  do  not  approve,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in  which  it 
shall  have  originated,  which  house  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  its  journal  and 
proceed  to  reconsider  the  bill.  If,  then,  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  agree  to' pass 
the  s.ame,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall 
likewise  be  reconsidered;  and  if  approved  by  livo-thirds  of  Ihe  members  elected  to  that 
house,  It  shall  become  a  law,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  governor.  But  in  all 
such  cases,  the  vole  of  each  house  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  to  be  entered  on 
the  journal.  Any  bill  which  shall  not  be  returned  by  Ihe  governor  within'ten  days  (Sund.ays 
excepted)  afler  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  shall  become  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if 
he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  genenal  assemblyshall,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent  its  return- 
in  which  cose  it  shall  be  fil.-d,  with  his  objections,  iu  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  statej 
ten  days  after  such  adjuurnment,  or  become  a  law. 


withii 


LIELITENANT-GOVERNOR, 

5  17.  In  case  of  death,  conviction  on  impeachment,  failure  to  qualify,  resignation 
absence  from  the  St.ale,  or  other  disability  of  the  governor,  the  ]iowers,  duties,  ihe^emolu- 
menls  of  the  oflice  for  the  residue  of  the  term,  or  until  the  disability  shal'l  be  reiiioved,  shall 
devolve  upon  the  lieutenant-governor, 

i  iS.  The  lieutenant-governor  shall  be  president  of  the  senate,  and  shall  vote  only  when 
the  senate  is  equally  divided.  The  senate  shall  cUoose  a  president, /ro  tempore,  to  preside 
m  case  of  the  absence  or  impeachment  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  or  when  he  shall  hold  the 
office  of  governor, 

\  19,  If  there  be  no  lieutenant-governor,  or  if  the  lieutenant  governor  shall,  for  any  of 
the  causes  specified  in  \  17  of  this  article,  become  incapable  of'performing  the  duties  of 
the  office,  the  president  of  the  senate  shall  act  as  governor  until  the  vacancy  is  filled  or  the 
disability  removed;  and  if  Ihe  president  of  the  senate,  for  any  of  the  above  named  causes, 
shall  become  incapable  of  performing  the  duties  of  governor,  the  same  shall  devolve  upoii 
the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

OTHER    STATE  OFFICERS, 

\  20.  If  the  office  of  auditor  of  public  accounts,  treasurer,  secretary  of  State,  attorney 
generator  superintendent  of  public  instruction  shall  bevaciled  by  death,  resignation  or 
othernise,  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  governor  to  fill  the  same  by  appointment,  and  the 
appointee  shall  hold  his  office  until  his  succes.sor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law.  An  account  shall  be  kept  by  the  officers  of  the  execu- 
tive department,  and  of  all  the  public  institutions  of  the  St.ate,  of  all  moneys  received  or 
disbursed  by  them,  severally,  from  all  sources,  and  for  every  service  performed,  and  a  semi- 
annual report  thereof  be  ni.ade  to  the  governor,  under  oath  ;  and  any  officer  who  makes  a 
false  report  shall  be  .guilty  of  perjury,  and  punished  accordingly, 

\  21,  The  officers  of  the  executive  department,  and  of  all  the  public  institutions  of  the 
Stale,  shall,  at  least  ten  days  preceding  each  regular  session  of  the  general  assembly,  severally 
report  to  the  governor,  who  shall  transmit  such  reports  to  the  general  assembly,  together 
with  the  reports  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  defects  in  the  constitution  and 
laws  ;  and  the  governor  may  at  any  time  require  information,  in  writing,  under  oath,  from 
the  officers  of  the  executive  department,  and  all  officers  and  managers  of  state  institutions, 
upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  condition  man.igement  and  expenses  of  their  resnective 
offices.  ^ 

THE   SE.\L   OF    ST.\TE. 

I  22,  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  Ihe  State,  which  shall  be  called  Ihe  ''  Gre.it  seal  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,"  which  shall  be  kept  by  Ihe  secretary  of  State,  and  used  by  him,  officially,  as 
directed  by  law, 

FEES    AND     SALARIES. 

\  23,  The  officers  named  in  this  article  shall  receive  for  their  services  a  salary,  to  be  estab- 
lished by  law,  which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  their  official  terms,  and 
they  shall  not,  after  Ihe  expiration  of  the  terms  of  those  in  office  at  the  adoption  of  this  con- 
stitution, receive  to  their  own  use  any  fees,  costs,  perquisites  of  office,  or  other  compensa- 
tion. And  all  fees  that  may  hereafter  be  payable  by  law  for  any  service  performed  by  any 
officer  provided  for  in  this  article  of  the  constitution,  shall  be  paid  in  advance  into  the'State 
treasury. 

DEFINITION    AND   O.ATH    OF  OFFICE. 

\  24.  .Kvl  office  is  a  public  position  created  by  the  constitution  or  law,  continuing  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  appointing  power,  or  for  a  fixed  time,  with  a  successor  elected  or 
appointed.  An  employment  is  an  agency,  for  a  temporary  purpose,  which  ceases  when  that 
purpose  is  accomplished. 

I  25.  All  civil  officers,  except  members  of  the  general  assembly  and  such  inferior  officers 
as  may  be  by  law  exempted,  shall,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices, 
take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 


I  do  solemnly  sv 
and  the  Constitiiti 
accjrding  t 


carforaffirmas  the  case  maybe)  thai  I  ii-lll  support  th-  con.titifion  of  the  Un-ted  Statej, 
)nol  the  btate  ol  Illinois,  and  that  I  will  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  ol 
the  best  of  my  ability. 


And  no  other  o.ath,  declaration  or  test  shall  be  required  as  a  qualificatit 


ARTICLE    VI. 


JUDICIAL   DErARTM::NT. 


,  Judic'ai  Powers  of  Court-?. 

bevcn  Supreme  Judges— Four  Decide. 

Qualifications  of  a  Supreme  Jud„e. 

IVrms  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

Three  Grand  Divisions— Seven  Districts. 

Election  of  Supreme  Judges. 

Salaries  of  the  SuDreme  Judges. 

Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error. 

Appointment  of  Reporter. 

Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
.  Appellate  Courts  Auth  rized. 

Jurisdiction  of  Circuit  Courts. 

Formation  of  Judicial  Circuits. 

Time  of  holding  Circuit  Courts. 

Circuits  containing  Four  Judges. 

Salaries  of  the  Circuit  Judges, 

Qualification  of  Judges  or  Commissioners. 


.  County  Judg 


— County  Clerks. 
Jouuty  CourLs. 
i  -Authorized. 
r,-  ice  and  Constab 
.  ■  e.Kh  County. 
,.,  ,if  Record. 
r  of  Judges. 


.  Sal.,„esot   iheJuJK-. 

.  Criminal  Court  of  Cook  C„... 

.  Clerks  of  Cook  County  Court 


inly. 


.  J ^  in  Chicago. 

.  Uniformity  in  the  Courts, 
.  Removal  of  any  Judge, 
.  Judges  to  make  Written  Report; 
.  Terms  of  Office— Filling  Vacan 
■    is— Popula 


^  I.  The  judichl  powers,  except  as  in  tliis  arlicla  i^  i 
one  supreme  coiirl,  circuit  courts,  county  courts,  justic 
ani  in  such  courts  as  may  be  created  by  law  in  and  fjr 


•rwise  provided,  shall  be  vested  in 
(if  the  peace,  police  magistrates, 
es  and  incorporated  towns. 


SUPREME   COURT. 


I  2.  The  supreme  court  sh.all  cor.sist  of  sevea  judges,  and  shall  have  original  jurisdic- 
tion in  cases  relating  to  the  revenue,  in  mandamus,  and  habeas  corpus,  and  appellate  juris- 
diction in  all  other  cases.  One  of  said  judges  shall  be  chief  justice ;  four  shall  constitute  a 
quorum,  and  the  concurrence  of  four  shall  be  necessary  to  every  decision. 

\  3.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  judge  of  the  supreme  court  unless  he 
shall  be  at  least  30  years  of  age,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  St.ates,  nor  unless  he  shall  have 
resided  in  the  State  five  ye.trs  uext  preceding  his  election,  and  be  a  resident  of  the  district 
in  which  he  shall  be  elected. 

\  4.  Terms  of  the  supreme  court  shall  continue  to  be  held  in  the  present  grand  divisions 
at  the  several  places  now  provided  for  holding  the  same  ;  and  until  otherwise  provided  by 
I.iw,  one  or  more  terms  of  said  court  shall  be  held,  for  the  northern  division,  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  each  year,  at  such  times  as  said  court  may  appoint,  whenever  said  city  or  the  county 
of  Cook  shall  provide  appropriate  rooms  therefor,  and  the  u<e  of  a  suitable  library,  without 
expense  to  the  State.  The  judicial  divisions  may  be  altered,  increased  or  diminished  in 
number,  and  the  times  and  places  of  holding  said  court  m.iy  be  changed  by  law. 

\  5.  The  present  grand  divisions  shall  be  preserved,  and  be  denominated  Southern,  Cen- 
tral and  Northern,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  seven 
di>tricts  for  the  election  of  judges,  and  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  they  shall  be  as 
follows : 

Firsl  District. — The  counties  of  St.  Clair,  Clinton,  Washington,  Jefferson,  W.ayne, 
Edwards,  Wabash,  White,  Hamilton,  Franklin,  Perry,  Randolph,  Monroe,  Jackson,  William- 
.son.  Saline,  Gallatin,  Hardin,  Pope,  Union,  Johnson,  Alexander,  Pulaski  and  Massac. 

Second  hist)  id. — The  counties  of  Madison,  Bond,  Marion,  Clay,  Richland,  Lawrence, 
Crawford,  Jasper,  Effingham,  Fayette,  Montgomery,  Macoupin,  Shelby,  Cumberland,  Clark, 
Greene,  Jersey,  Calhoun  and  Christian. 

Third  District. — The  counties  of  Sangamon,  Macon,  Logan,  De  Witte,  Piatt,  Douglas, 
Champaign,  Vermilion,  McLean,  Livingston,  Ford,  Iroquois,  Coles,  Edgar,  Moultrie,  and 
Tazewell. 

Fourth  Distiict. — The  counties  of  Fulton,  McDonough,  Hancock,  Schuyler,  Brown, 
Adams,  Pike,  Mason,  Menanl,  Morgan,  Cass  and  Scott. 

Fifth  District.— The  counties  of  Knox,  Warren,  Henderson,  Mercer,  Henry,  Stark, 
Peoria,  Marshall,  Putnam,  Bureau,  J.asalle,  Grundy  and  Woodford. 

Sixth  District.— The  counties  of  Whiteside,  Carroll,  Jo  Daviess,  Stephenson.  Winnebago, 
Boone,  McHenry,  Kane,  Kendall,  De  Kalb,  Lee,  Ogle  and  Rock  Island. 

Seventh  District.— The  counties  of  Lake,  Cook,  Will.  Kankakee  and  Du  Page. 

The  boundaries  of  the  districts  may  be  changed  at  the  session  of  the  general  assem'  ly 
next  preceding  the  election  for  judges  herein,  and  at  no  other  time ;  but  whenever  such 
alterations  shall  be  made,  the  same  shall  be  upon  the  rule  of  equality  of  population, as  nearly 
as  county  boundaries  will  allow,  and  the  districts  will  be  composed  of  contiguous  counties, 
in  as  nearly  compact  form  as  circumstances  will  permit.  The  alteration  of  the  districts 
shall  not  aflect  the  tenure  of  office  of  any  judge. 

I  6.  At  the  time  of  voting  on  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  one  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  shall  be  elected  by  the  electors  thereof,  in  each  of  said  districts  numbered  two,  three, 
M,  and  seven,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  nine  years  from  the  first  Monday  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1S70.  The  term  of  office  of  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
elected  after  the  adoption  of  this  constituticm,  shall  be  nine  years  ;  and  on  the  first  Monday 
of  June  of  the  year  in  which  the  term  of  any  of  the  judges  in  office  at  the  adoption  of  this 
constitution,  or'of  the  judges  then  elected,  shall  expire,  and  every  nine  years  thereafter, 
there  shall  be  an  election  for  the  successor  or  successors  of  such  judges,  in  the  respective 
districts  wherein  the  term  of  such  judges  shall  expire.  The  chief  justice  shall  continue  to 
act  as  such  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  w.is  elected,  after  which  the  judges 
shall  choose  one  of  their  number  chief  jutice. 

J  7.  From  and  after  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
shall  each  receive  a  salary  ol  $4,000  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  until  otherwise  provided 
by  law.     And  after  said  salaries  shall  be  fixed  by  law,  the  salaries  of  the   '    '         '       "" 
shall   not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the  terms   for  which  said  j 
elected.  ,   ,       , 

^  8.  Appeals  and  writs  of  error  may  be  taken  to  the  supreme  court,  held  in  the  grand 
division  in  which  the  case   is  decided,  or,  by  consent  of  the  parties,  to   any  other  grand 

division.  l  n  i_   i  1  i- 

I  9.  The  supreme  court  shall  appoint  one  renorter  of  its  decisions,  who  shall  hold  his 
office  for  six  years,  subject  to  removal  by  the  court. 

^  10.  At  the  t  me  of  the  election  for  representatives  in  the  general  assembly,  happening 
next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  office  of  the  present  clerks  of  said  cou  t,  one 
clerk  of  said  court  for  each  division  shall  be  elected,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  six  years 
from  said  election,  but  who  shall  not  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  until  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  his  predeceswr,  and  every  six  years  th.-reafter,  one  clerk  of  said  court  for 
each  division  shall  be  elected, 

APPELLATE  COURTS. 

511.  After  the  year  of  our  Lord  1S74,  inferior  appellate  couits,  of  uniform  organization 
and  jurisdiction,  may  be  created  in  districts  formed  for  that  purpose,  to  which  such  appeals 
and  writs  of  error  as  the  general  assembly  may  provide,  may  be  prosecuted  from  circuit  and 
other  courts,  and  from  which  appeals  and  writs  of  error  shall  lie  to  the  supreme  court,  in 
all  criminal  cases,  and  cases  in  which  a  franchise,  or  freehold,  or  the  validity  of  a  statute  is 
involved,  and  in  such  other  cises  as  nny  be  provided  by  law.  Such  appellate  courts  shall 
be  held  by  such  number  of  judges  of  the  circuit  courts,  and  at  such  times  and  places,  and 
in  such  manner,  as  may  be  provided  by  law;  but  no  judge  shall  sit  in  review  upon  cases 
decided  by  him;  nor  shall  said  judges  receive  any  additional  cjmp=nsation  for  such  services. 


I  office 
have  been 


CIRCUIT   COURTS. 

§  12.  The  circuit  courts  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  of  all  causes  in  law  and  equity, 
and  such  appellate  jurisdiction  as  is  or  may  be  provided  by  law,  and  shall  hold  two  or  more 
terms  each  year  in  every  county.  The  terms  of  office  of  judges  of  circuit  courts  shall  be 
six  years. 

§  13.  The  State,  exclusive  of  the  county  of  Cook  and  other  counties  having  a  popula- 
tion of  loo.ooo,  shall  be  divided  into  judicial  circuits,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  terms 
of  office  of  the  present  judges  of  the  circuit  courts.  Such  circuits  shall  be  formed  of  con- 
tiguous counties,  in  as  nearly  compact  form  and  as  nearly  equal  as  circumstances  will  permit, 
having  due  regard  to  business,  territory  and  population,  and  shall  not  exceed  in  number  one 
circuit  for  every  100,000  of  population  in  the  State.  One  judge  shall  be  elected  for  each  of 
said  circuits  by  the  electors  thereof.  New  circuits  may  be  formed  and  the  boundaries  of 
circuits  changed  by  the  general  assembly,  at  its  session  next  preceding  the  election  for  circuit 
judges,  but  at  no  other  time :  Provided,  that  the  circuits  may  be  equalized  or  changed  at  the 
first  session  of  the  general  assembly,  after  the  adoption  of  this  constitution.  The  creation, 
alteration  or  change  of  any  circuit  shall  not  affect  the  tenure  of  office  of  any  judge.  When- 
ever the  business  of  the  circuit  court  of  any  one,  or  of  two  or  more  co  itiguous  counties, 
containing  a  population  exceeding  50,000,  shall  occupy  nine  months  of  the  year,  the  general 
assembly  may  make  of  such  county,  or  counties,  a  separate  circuit.  Whenjver  additional 
circuits  ere  created,  the  foregoing  limitations  shall  be  observed. 

^14.  The  general  assembly  shall  provide  for  the  times  of  h.:)lding  courts  in  each  county ; 
which  shall  not  be  changed,  except  by  the  general  assembly  next  preceding  the  general 
election  for  judges  of  said  courts;  but  additional  terms  may  be  jirovided  for  in  any  county. 
The  election  for  judges  of  the  circuit  courts  shall  be  held  on  the  fir^t  Monday  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  lS;3,  and  every  six  years  thereafter. 

^  15.  The  general  assembly  may  divide  the  State  into  judicial  circuits  of  greater  popu- 
lation and  territory,  in  lieu  of  the  circuits  provided  for  in  section  13  of  this  article,  and 
provide  for  the  election  therein,  severally,  by  the  electors  thereof,  by  general  ticket,  of  not 
exceeding  four  judges,  who  shall  hold  the  circuit  courts  in  the  circuit  for  which  they  shall 
be  elected,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

I  16  From  and  after  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  judges  of  the  circuit  courts  shall 
receive  a  salary  of  $3,000  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 
And  after  their  salaries  shall  be  fixed  by  law,  they  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished 
during  the  terms  for  which  said  judges  shall  be,  respectively,  electea;  and  from  aud  after 
the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  no  judge  of  the  supreme  or  circuit  court  shall  receive  any 
other  compensation,  perquisite  or  benefit,  in  any  form  whatsoever,  nor  perform  any  other 
than  judicial  duties  to  which  may  belong  any  emoluments. 

I  17.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  judge  of  the  circuit  or  any  inferior 
court,  or  to  membership  in  the  "  board  of  county  commissioners,"  unless  he  shall  be  at  leist 
25  years  of  age,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  unless  he  shall  have  resided  in  this 
State  five  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  be  a  resident  of  the  circuit,  county,  city, 
cities,  or  incorjiorated  town  in  which  he  shall  be  elected. 

COUNTY   COURTS. 

1  iS.  There  shall  be  elected  in  and  for  each  county,  one  county  judge  and  one  clerk  of 
the  county  court,  whose  terms  of  office  shall  be  four  years.  But  the  general  assembly  may 
create  districts  of  two  or  more  contiguous  counties,  in  each  of  which  shall  be  elected  one 
judge,  who  shall  take  the  place  of,  and  exercise  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  county  judges 
in  such  districts.  County  courts  shall  be  courts  of  record,  and  shall  have  original  jurisdic- 
tion in  all  matters  of  probate;  settlement  of  estates  of  deceased  persons;  appointment  of 
guardians  and  conservators,  and  settlements  of  their  accounts ;  in  all  matters  relating  to 
apprentices;  and  in  proceedings  for  the  collection  of  taxes  and  assessments,  and  such  other 
jurisdiction  as  may  be  provided  for  by  general  law. 

§  19.  Appeals  and  writs  of  error  shall  be  allowed  from  final  determinations  of  county 
courts,  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

PROB.\TE   COURTS. 

§  20.  The  general  assembly  may  provide  for  thj  est.ablishment  of  a  probate  court  in  each 
county  having  a  population  of  over  50,000,  and  for  the  election  of  a  judge  thereof,  whose 
tenn  of  office  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  county  judge,  and  who  shall  be  elected  at  the 
same  time  and  in  the  same  manner.  Said  courts,  when  established,  shall  have  original 
jurisdiction  of  all  probate  matters,  the  settk*ment  of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  appoint- 
ment of  guardians  and  conservators,  and  settlement  of  their  account'  ;  in  all  matters  relating 
to  apprentices,  and  in  cases  of  the  sales  of  real  estate  of  deceased  p_-rsons  for  the  payment 
of  debt,. 

JUSTICES    OF   THE    PEACE   AND    CONSTABLES. 

§21.  Justices  of  the  peace,  police  magistrates,  and  constables  shall  be  elected  in  and  for 
such  districts  as  are,  or  may  be,  provided  by  law,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  such  justices  of  the 
peace  and  police  magistrates  shall  be  uniform. 

STATE'S    ATTORNEYS. 

J  22.  At  the  election  for  members  of  the  general  assembly  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1S72. 
and  every  four  years  thereafter,  there  shall  be  eUcted  a  Stite's  attorney  in  and  for  each 
county,  in  lieu  of  the  State's  attorneys  now  provided  by  law,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be 
four  years, 

COURTS  OF  COOK  COUNTY. 

5  23.  The  county  of  Cook  shall  be  one  judicial  circuit.  The  circuit  court  of  Cook 
coiinty  shall  consist  of  five  judges,  until  their  number  shall  be  increased,  as  herein  provided. 
The  present  judge  of  tbe  recorder's  court  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  the  present  judge  of 
the  circuit  court  of  Cook  county,  shall  be  two  of  said  judges,  and  shall  remain  in  office  for 
the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectivelv  elected,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  elected 
and  qualified.  The  superior  court  of  Chicago  shall  be  continued,  and  c.illed  the  superior 
court  of  Cook  county.  Tl.e  general  assembly  may  increase  the  number  of  said  judges  by 
adding  one  to  either  of  said  courts  for  every  additional  50,000  inhabitans  in  said  county, 
over  and  above  a  population  of  400,000.  The  terms  of  office  of  the  judges  of  said  courts 
hereafter  elected,  shall  be  six  years. 

3  24-  The  judge  having  the  shortest  unexpired  term  shall  be  chief  justice  of  the  court 
of  which  he  is  iutge.  In  case  there  are  two  or  more  whose  terms  expjfe  at  the  same  time, 
it  may  be  determiried  by  lot  which  shall  be  chief  justice.  Any  judge  of  either  of  said 
courts  shall  have  all  the  powers  of  a  circuit  judge,  and  miy  hold  the  court  of  which  he  is  a 
member.     Each  of  them  may  hold  a  different  branch  thereof  at  the  same  time. 

J  25.  The  judges  of  the  superior  and  circuit  courts,  and  the  Slat.-'s  attorney,  in  said 
county,  shall  receive  the  tame  salaries,  payable  out  of  the  State  treasury,  as  is  or  may  be 
p-.iJ  from  said  treasury  to  the  circuit  judges  and  State's  attorneys  of  the  State,  and  such 
further  compensation,  to  be  paid  by  the  county  of  Cook,  as  is  or  may  be  provided  by  law ; 
such  compensation  shall  not  be  changed  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

2  26.  The  recorder's  court  of  the  city  of  Chicago  shall  be  continued,  and  shall  be  called 
the  ''criminal  court  of  Cook  county."  It  shall  have  the  jurisdiction  of  a  circuit  court,  in 
all  cases  of  criminal  and  i/uasi  criminal  nature,  arising  in  the  county  of  Coo'.c,  or  that  may 


l,e  brought  before  said  court  pursu:,nt  to  law  ;  and  a  1  recognizances  and  appeals  tal.en  3n 
.aid  coumv,  ,a  criminal  and  qunu  criminal  c.cs  shall  be  returnable  and  taken  to  sa.d  court 
Tt  shiU  h  ive  no  juri-diclion  in  civil  cases,  except  in  those  on  behalf  of  the  people,  and 
nc  Sent  to  such  c  iminal  or  .,.uui  criminal  malters,  and  to  di-po,e  of  unfinished  business, 
■ilie  terms  of  said  criminal  court  of  Cook  county  shall  be  held  by  one  or  inore  of  the  judges 
of  the  circuit  or  superior  court  of  Cook  county,  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  alternation,  as  may 
be  deleimined  by  said  judge-,  or  provided  by  law.    baid  judges  shall  be  ex-ojiow  judges  of 

salt  cour^^^  present  clerk  of  the  recorder's  court  of  the  cily  of  Chicago,  shall  be  the  clerk 
of  the  ciminal  court  of  Cook  county,  during  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected.  The 
nrcsent  clcks  of  the  superior  court  of  Chicago,  and  the  present  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of 
Cook  county,  shall  continue  in  office  during  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively 
elected;  and  thereafter  there  shall  be  but  one  ckrk  of  the  siiperior  court,  to  be  el.cted  by 
the  qualified  electors  of  said  county,  who  shall  hold  hi>  othce  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and 
unlil  his  successor  is  eleced  and  qu.ililied.  .,,,., 

i  28  All  justices  of  the  peace  in  tbe  city  of  Chicago  sh.iU  be  appointed  by  the  governor, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  (but  only  upon  the  recommendation  ol  a 
miiority  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit,  superior  and  county  courts,)  and  for  such  districts  as 
arc- now  or  shall  hereafter  be  provided  by  law.  They  shall  hold  their  ofhces  for  four  years, 
aud  until  their  successor^  have  been  commissioned  and  qualified,  but  they  may  be  removed 
bv  summary  proceedings  in  the  circuit  or  superior  court,  for  extortion  or  other  malfeasance. 
Existing  justices  of  the  peace  and  police  magi,tratcs  may  hold  their  olhccs  until  the 
expiration  of  their  respective  terms. 


GF.NER.\L   rROVISIONS 


All  lawsrelaingto 
jurisdiction,  powers, 
as  regulated  by  law, 
ich  courts,  severally 


\  29.  All  iudici  il  officers  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
cour  s  shall  be  general,  an.l  of  unifoim  operation  ;  and  the  organizatioi 
proceedings  and  practice  of  all  courts,  of  the  same  cla,s  or  grade,  so  fa 
and  the  force  and  effect  of  the  process,  judgments  and  decrees  of  ; 
shall  be  uniform.  ,  ■  j 

\  30.  The  general  assembly  may,  for  cause  entered  on  the  journals,  upon  due  notice  and 
opiortu'nity  of  defense,  remove  from  office  any  judge,  upon  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of 
aU'tlie  members  elected,  of  each  house.  All  other  officers  in  this  article  mentioned,  shall 
be  removed  from  office  on  prosecution  and  final  conviction,  for  misdemeanor  in  office. 

J  ■■I.  All  judges  of  courts  of  record,  inferior  to  the  supreme  court,  shall,  on  or  before 
the'  first  d.ay  ol  fune,  of  each  year,  report  in  writing  to  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
such  deTecls  and  omissions  in  the  laws  as  their  experience  may  suggest ;  and  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  court  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  d.ay  of  January  of  each  year,  report  in  writing 
to  the  governor  such  defects  and  omissions  in  the  constitution  and  laws  as  they  may  hnd  to 
exi^t,  together  with  appropriate  forms  of  bills  to  cure  such  defects  and  omissions  in  the 
laws.'  And  the  judges  of  the  several  circuit  courts  shall  report  to  the  next  general  assembly 
the  number  of  d.iys°they  have  held  court  in  the  several  counties  composing  their  respective 
circuits,  the  preceding  two  years. 

\  32.  All  officers  provided  for  in  this  article  fhall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors 
sh.ail  be  qualified,  and  they  shall,  respectively,  reside  in  the  division,  circuit,  county  or  dis- 
trict for  which  they  may  be  elected  or  appointed.  The  terms  of  office  of  all  such  officers, 
where  not  otherwise  prescrilied  in  this  article,  shall  be  four  years.  All  officers,  where  not 
otherwise  provided  for  in  this  article,  shall  peiform  such  duties  and  receive  such  compensa- 
tion as  is  or  may  be  provided  by  law.  Vacancies  in  such  elective  offices  shall  be  filled  by 
election  ■  but  where  the  unexpired  term  does  not  exceed  one  year,  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled 
by  appointment,  .as  follows:  Of  judges,  by  the  governor;  of  clerks  of  courts,  by  the  court 
to  which  the  office  appertains,  or  by  the  judge  or  judges  thereof;  and  of  all  such  other 
officers,  by  the  board  of  supervisors  or  board  of  county  commissioners  in  the  county  where 
the  vacancy  occurs. 

I  33.  All  1  rocess  shall  run  :  In  the  name  of  the  Pcofle  <•/"  the  St.tte  of  Illinois  :  and  all 
pro-ecutions  shall  be  carried  on  :  //;  the  name  and  by  the  aiilhority  of  the  People  of  the  State 
of  Illinois;  and  conclude:  Against  the  feaee  and  dignity  of  the  same.  "  Po]-)ulation." 
\'v  herever  used  in  this  article,  shall  be  determined  by  the  next  preceding  census  of  this  State, 
or  of  the  Umted  States. 

ARTICLE  VII. 


I     a  5.  Soldier  not  Deemed  a  Resident. 

I  6.  yuaiilicuions  lor  OHioe. 

^  3.     iTiviieges  ul  electors.  i  7.  Persons  Convicted  of  Crime. 

i  4.    Absence  ou  Public  Business.  ' 

§  I.  Every  person  having  resided  in  this  State  one  year,  in  the  county  90  days,  and  in 
the  election  district  30  days  next  preceding  any  election  therein,  who  was  an  elector  in  this 
State  on  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1S4S,  or  obtained  a  certificate  of 
naturalization  before  any  court  of  record  in  this  State  ]>rior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1S70,  or  who  shall  be  a  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  above  the 
age  of  21  years,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election. 

J  2.     All  votes  shall  be  by  ballot. 

I  3.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases  except  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privi- 
leged from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  same.  And  no  elector  shall  be  obliged  to  do  military  duty  ou  the  days  of  election, 
except  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger. 

§  4.  No  elector  shall  be  deemed  to  have  lost  his  residence  in  this  State  by  reason  of  his 
absence  on  business  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State,  or  in  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  the  United  Stales. 

^  5.  No  soldier,  se.aman  or  marine  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
deemed  a  resident  of  this  .Slate  in  consequence  of  being  stationed  therein. 

J  6.  No  person  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  to  any  office  in  this  State,  civil  or  mi'itary, 
who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not  have  resided  in  this  State  one 
year  next  preceding  the  election  or  appointment. 

J  7.  The  general  assembly  shall  pass  laws  excluding  from  the  right  of  suffiage  persons 
convicted  of  infamous  crimes. 

ARTICLE  Vlll. 

KDUCATKIN. 

{  1.  Free  Schools  Estiklished.  I     ?  4.  School  Officers  not  Interested. 

(  2.  (;ifls  or  Ur.inls  in  .-lid  of  Scho-ls.  i  5.  C.mity  SupennlenJent  of  Schools. 

{  3.  Public  Schools  not  to  be  Sectarian.  | 

5  I.  The  general  assembly  shall  provide  a  thorough  and  efficient  system  of  free  schools 
whereby  all  children  of  this  State  may  receive  a  good  common  school  education. 

^  2.  All  landSj  moneys,  or  other  properties,  donated,  granted  or  received  for  school,  col- 
lege, seminary  or  univei-sity  purposes,  and  the  proceeds  thereof,  shall  be  faithfully  applied 
to  the  objects  for  which  such  gifts  or  grants  were  made. 

?  3.  Neither  the  general  assembly  nor  any  county,  city,  town,  township,  school  district, 
or  other  public  corporation,  shall  ever  make  any  appropriation  or  pay  from  any  public  fund 
whatever,  anything  in  aid  of  any  church  or  sectarian  purpose,  or  to  help  support  or  sustain 
any  school,  academy,  seiuinaiy,  college,  university,  or  other  literary  or  scientific  institution, 


controlled  by  any  church  or  sectarian  denomination  whatever;  nor  shall  any  grant  or  dona- 
tion of  land,  money,  or  other  personal  property  ever  be  made  by  the  State  or  any  such 
public  corporation,  to  any  church,  or  for  any  sectarian  purpo>e. 

§  4.  No  teacher.  State,  county,  township,  or  district  school  officer  shall  be  interested  in 
the  sale,  proceeds  or  profits  of  any  book,  apparatus  or  furniture,  used  or  to  be  used,  in  any 
school  in  this  State,  with  which  such  officer  or  teacher  may  be  connected,  under  such 
penalties  as  may  be  provided  by  the  general  assemlily. 

J  5.  There  may  be  a  county  superintendent  of  schools  in  each  county,  whose  qualifica. 
tions,  powers,  duties,  compensaliou  and  time  and  manner  of  election,  and  term  of  of  office 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  I.\. 


1,  rriiiciplcs  of  Taxation  St.ited 

2.  I  liher  and  farther  Taxation. 

3    Properly  Exempt  from  I'.ixation. 

4.  S.ile  of  Real  Property  fir  'taxes. 

5.  Righ.of  Relemption  llicrelrom. 

6.  Release  from  taxation  Forbidden. 


Taxes  paid  into  State  Treasurv. 

LiMiitationonfounty  Taxes. 
,  Local  Municipal  Improvements. 

Taxation  of  Rlunicipal  Corpu; 
,  I  efaulter  not  to  be  Eligib'e. 

Limitation  on  Municipal  Indebtedn 


§  I.  The  genenl  assembly  shall  provi<Ic  such  revenue  as  may  be  needful  by  levying  a  tnx, 
by  valuation,  so  that  every  person  ami  corporation  shall  pay  a  tax  in  proportion  to  the  value 
uf  his,  her  or  its  property — such  value  to  be  ascertained  by  some  person  or  persons  to  be 
elected  or  appointed  in  such  manner  as  the  general  assembly  shall  direct,  and  not  otherwise; 
but  the  general  assembly  shall  have  power  to  tax  peddlers,  auctioneers,  brokers,  hawkers, 
merchants,  commis  ion  merchants,  showmen,  jugglers,  inn-keepers,  grocery  keepers,  liquor 
dealers,  toll  bridges,  ferries,  insurance,  telegraph  and  express  interests  or  business,  venders 
of  patents,  and  persons  or  corporations  owning  or  using  franchises  and  privileges,  in  such 
manner  as  it  shall  Irom  time  to  time  direct  by  general  law,  uniform  as  to  the  class  upon 
which  it  operates. 

§  2.  The  specification  of  the  objects  and  subjects  of  taxation  shall  not  deprive  the  general 
assembly  of  the  power  to  require  other  subjects  or  objects  to  be  taxed  in  such  a  manner  as 
may  be  consistent  wi  h  the  principles  of  taxation  tixed  in  this  constitution, 

^  3.  The  properties  of  the  State,  counties  and  other  municipal  corporations,  both  real 
and  personal,  and  such  other  property  as  may  be  used  exclusively  for  agricultural  and  horti- 
cultural societies,  for  school,  religious,  cemetery  and  charitable  purposes,  may  be  exempted 
from  taxation  ;  but  such  exemption  shall  be  only  by  general  law.  In  the  assessment  of  real 
estate  encumbered  by  public  easement,  any  depreciation  occasioned  by  such  easement  may 
be  deducted  in  the  valuation  of  such  property. 

§  4.  The  general  assembly  shall  provide,  in  all  cases  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  sell 
real  estate  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes  or  special  assessments  for  State,  county,  municipal 
or  other  purposes,  that  a  return  of  such  unpaid  taxes  or  assessments  shall  be  to  some  general 
officer  of  the  county  having  authority  to  receive  State  and  county  taxes;  and  there  shall  be 
no  sale  of  said  property  for  any  of  saia  taxes  or  assessments  but  by  said  officer,  upon  the 
order  or  judgment  of  some  court  of  record. 

§  5.  The  right  of  redemption  from  all  sales  of  real  estate  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes 
or  special  assessments  of  any  character  whatever,  shall  exist  in  favor  of  owners  and  persons 
interested  in  such  real  estate,  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  two  years  from  such  sales  thereof. 
And  the  general  assembly  i^hall  provide  by  law  for  reasonable  notice  to  be  given  to  the 
owners  or  parties  interested,  by  publication  or  otherwise,  of  the  fact  of  the  sale  of  the  prop- 
erty for  such  taxes  or  assessments,  and  when  the  time  of  redemption  shall  expire :  Prozndedy 
that  occupants  shall  in  all  cases  be  served  with  ptreonal  notice  before  the  time  of  redemp- 
tion expires. 

\  6.  The  general  assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  release  or  discharge  any  county,  city, 
township,  town  or  di-.trict  whatever,  or  the  inh.ibitants  thereof  or  the  property  therein,  from 
their  or  its  proportionate  share  of  taxes  to  be  levied  for  State  purposes,  nor  shall  commuta- 
tion for  such  taxes  be  authorized  in  any  form  whatsoever. 

\  7.  All  taxes  levied  for  State  purposes  shall  be  paid  into  the  State  treasury. 

\  S.  County  authorities  shall  never  assess  taxes  the  aggregate  of  which  shall  exceed  75 
cents  per  $100  valuation,  except  for  the  payment  of  indebtedness  existing  at  the  adoption 
of  this  constitution,  unless  authorized  by  a  vote  of  the  people  of  the  county, 

\  9.  The  general  assembly  may  vest  the  corporate  authorities  of  cities,  towns,  villager, 
with  power  to  make  local  improvements  by  special  assessment  or  by  special  taxation  of  con- 
tiguous property  or  otherwise.  For  all  other  corporate  purposes,  all  municipal  corporations 
may  be  vested  with  authority  to  assess  and  collect  taxes;  but  such  taxes  shall  be  uniform  in 
respect  to  persons  and  property,  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  body  imposing  the  same. 

\  10.  The  general  assembly  shall  not  impose  taxes  upon  municipal  corporations,  or  the  in- 
habitants or  property  thereof,  for  corporate  purposes,  but  shall  require  that  all  the  taxable 
property  within  the  limits  of  municipal  corporations  shall  be  taxed  for  the  payment  of  debts 
contracted  under  authority  of  law,  such  taxes  to  be  uniform  in  respect  to  persons  and  prop- 
erty, within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  body  imposing  the  same.  Private  property  shall  not  be 
lialile  to  be  taken  or  sold  for  the  payment  of  the  corporate  debts  of  a  municipal  corporation. 

^11.  No  person  who  is  in  default,  as  a  collector  or  custodian  of  money  or  property  belong- 
in  ^  to  a  municqjal  corporation,  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  in  or  under  such  corporation. 
The  fees,  salary  or  compensation  c.f  no  municipal  officer  who  is  elected  or  appointed  for  a 
definite  term  of  office,  shall  be  increa-^ed  or  diminished  during  such  term, 

I  12.  No  county,  city,  township,  school  district,  or  other  municipal  corporation,  shall  be 
allowed  to  become  indebted  in  any  manner  or  for  any  purpose,  to  an  amount,  including  ex- 
isting indebtedness,  in  the  aggregate  exceeding  five  per  centum  on  the  value  of  the  taxable 
property  therein,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  la^t  assessment  for  State  and  county  taxes,  previous 
to  the  incurring  of  such  indebtedness.  Any  county,  city,  school  district,  or  other  municipal 
corporation,  incurring  any  indebtedness  as  aforesaid,  shall  before,  or  at  the  time  of  doing 
st>,  provide  for  the  collection  of  a  direct  annual  tax  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  such 
debt  as  it  falls  due,  and  also  to  pay  and  discharge  the  principal  thereof  within  twenty  years 
from  the  time  of  contracting  the  same.  This  section  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any 
county,  city,  township,  school  district,  or  other  municipal  corporation  from  issuing  theii 
bonds  in  compliance  with  any  vote  of  the  people  which  may  have  been  had  prior  to  tht 
adoption  of  this  constitution  in  pursuance  of  any  la.v  providing  therefor. 

ARTICLE  X. 


Fo-mation  of  New  Counties. 
Division  of  any  County. 
Tcrrit  ry  stricken  fr.  111  a  Count 
Removal  of  a  County  Seat. 
Method  of  County  Government. 
Board  of  Co   nty  Commissioner 
County  afl'airs  in  Cujk  County. 


a     8.  Coun'y  Officers— Terms  of  Office 

\    9.  SaUrk's  and  Fees  in  C^ok  County 

\  10.  Sala  les  fixed  by  County  Board 

\  II.  TownshipOfficers— Special  Laws. 

i   12.  All  Ktilnre  Fees  Uniform. 

i  .3.  S^vorn  Reports  of  all  Fees. 


\  I.  No  new  county  shall  be  formed  or  established  by  the  general  assembly,  which  will 
reduce  ihe  county  or  counties,  or  eiiher  of  them,  from  which  it  shall  be  taken,  to  less  con- 
tents than  400  square  miles;  nor  shall  any  county  be  formed  of  less  contents ;  nor  shall  any 
line  thereof  pass  within  less  than  ten  miles  of  any  county  seat  of  the  county,  or  counties 
proposed  to  be  divided. 


§  2.  No  county  shall  be  divided,  or  have  any  part  stricken  therefrom,  without  submitting 
the  question  to  a  vote  of  the  people  of  the  county,  nor  unless  a  majority  of  all  the  legal 
voters  of  the  county,  voting  on  the  question,  shall  vole  for  the  same, 

§  3.  There  sh^Tll  be  no  territory  stricken  from  any  county,  unless  a  majority  of  the  voters 
living  in  such  territory  shall  petition  for  such  division;  and  no  territory  shall  be  added  to 
any  county  without  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  voters  of  the  county  to  which  it  is 
proposed  to  be  added.  But  the  portion  so  stricken  off  and  added  to  another  county,  or 
formed  in  whole  or  in  part  into  a  new  county,  shall  be  huiden  for,  and  ob.iged  10  pay  its 
proportion  of  indebtedness  of  the  county  from  which  it  has  been  taken. 

COUNTY   SF.ATS. 

^  4.  No  county  seat  shall  be  removed  until  the  point  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  be  removed 
shall  be  fixed  in  pursuance  uf  law,  and  three-fi.'ths  of  the  voters  of  the  county,  to  be  ascer- 
tained in  such  manner  as  shall  be  provided  by  general  law,  shall  have  voted  in  favor  of  its 
removal  to  such  point ;  and  no  person  shall  vote  on  such  question  who  has  not  resided  in  the 
county  six  months,  and  in  the  election  precinct  ninety  days  next  preceding  such  election. 
The  question  of  ttie  removal  of  a  county  seat  shall  not  be  oftener  submitted  than  once  in 
ten  years,  to  a  vote  of  the  people.  But  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  remove  the  c  mnty  seat 
to  a  i^oint  nearer  to  the  centre  of  a  county,  then  a  majority  vote  only  shall  be  necessary. 

COUNTY  GOVERNMENT. 

g  5.  The  general  assembly  shall  provide,  by  general  law,  for  township  organization,  under 
which  any  county  may  organize  whenever  a  majority  ol  the  legal  voters  of  such  county, 
voting  at  any  general  election,  shall  so  determine,  and  whenever  any  county  shall  adopt 
township  organization,  so  much  of  this  consiiiulion  as  provides  for  the  management  of  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  said  county  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  may  be  dispensed 
with,  and  the  affairs  of  said  couiity  m.iybi  transacted  in  such  manner  as  the  general  assem- 
bly may  provide.  And  in  any  county  that  shall  have  adopted  a  township  organization,  the 
question  of  continuing  the  same  may  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  electors  of  such  county, 
at  a  general  election,  in  the  manner  that  n  jw  is  or  may  be  provided  by  law ;  and  if  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  cast  upon  that  question  shall  be  against  township  organization,  then 
such  organization  shall  cease  in  said  county;  and  all  laws  in  force  in  relation  to  counties  not 
having  township  organization,  shall  immediitely  take  effect  and  be  in  force  in  such  county. 
No  two  townships  shall  have  the  same  name,  and  the  day  of  holding  the  annual  township 
meeting  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  State, 

^  6.  At  the  fiist  election  of  county  judges  under  this  constitution,  there  shall  be  elected 
in  each  of  the  counties  in  this  State,  not  under  township  organizition,  three  officers,  who 
shall  be  styled  *  The  board  of  county  commissioners,"  who  shall  hold  sessions  for  the  trans- 
action of  county  business  as  shall  be  provided  by  law.  One  of  said  commissioners  shall 
hold  his  office  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  three  years,  to  be  determined  by 
lot;  and  every  year  thereafter  one  such  officer  shall  be  elected  in  each  of  said  counties  for 
the  term  of  three  years. 

I  7.  The  county  affairs  of  Cook  county  shall  be  managed  by  a  board  of  commissioners  of 
fifteen  persons,  ten  of  whom  shall  be  elected  from  the  city  ot  Chicago,  and  five  from  towns 
outside  of  baid  city,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

COUNTY  OFFICERS  AND  THF.IR  COMPENSATION, 
g  S.  In  each  county  there  bh.ill  be  elected  the  following  counly  officers:  County  judge, 
5hi.riff,  county  clerk,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  (who  may  be  ex-offtcio  recorder  of  deeds,  ex- 
cept in  counties  having  6o,OiX)  and  more  inhabitants,  in  which  counties  a  recorder  of  deeds 
shall  be  elected  at  the  general  eleciion  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1S72,)  treasurer,  surveyor, 
and  coroner,  each  of  whom  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  respectively,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  December  after  their  election;  and  they  shall  hold  their  respeclive  offices  for 
the  term  of  four  years,  except  the  treasurer,  sheriff  and  coroner,  who  shall  hold  their  office 
for  two  years,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  elected  and  qualified. 

§  9.  The  clerks  of  all  the  courts  of  record,  the  treasurer,  sheiiff,  coroner  and  recorder  of 
deeds  of  Cook  county,  shall  receive  as  their  only  compensation  for  their  services,  salaries  to 
be  fixed  by  law,  which  shall  in  no  case  be  as  much  as  the  lawful  compensation  of  ajudge  of 
the  circuit  courc  of  said  county,  and  shall  l>e  paid,  respectively,  only  out  of  the  fees  of  the 
office  actually  collected.  All  fees,  perquisites  and  emoluments  (above  the  amount  of  said 
salaries)  shall  be  paid  into  the  county  treasury.  The  number  of  the  deputies  and  assistants 
of  such  officers  shall  be  determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court,  to  be  entered  of  record,  and 
their  compensation  shall  be  determined  by  the  counly  board. 

§  10.  The  county  board,  except  as  provided  in  ^  9  of  this  article,  shall  fix  the  compensa- 
tion of  all  county  officers,  with  the  amount  of  their  necessary  clerk  hire,  stationery,  fuel  and 
other  expenses,  and  in  all  cases  where  fees  are  provided  for,  said  compensation  shall  be  ])aid 
only  out  of,  and  shall  in  no  instance  exceed,  the  fees  actually  collected ;  they  shall  not  allow 
either  of  them  more  per  annum  than  $1,500,  in  counties  not  exceeding  20,000  inhabitants  ; 
32,000  in  counties  containing  20,000  and  not  exceeding  30,000  inhabitants  ;  §2,500  in  coun- 
ties containing  30,000  and  not  exceeding  50,000  inhabitants;  ^3,000  in  counties  containing 
50,000  and  not  exceeding  70,000  inhabitants,  ;^3,5oo  in  counties  containing  70,000  and  not 
exceeding  100,000  inhabitants  ;  and  $4  000  in  counties  containing  over  100,000  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 250,000  inhabitants ;  and  not  more  than  $1,000  additional  compensation  for  each  ad- 
ditional 100,000  inhabitants :  Provided^  that  the  compensation  of  no  officer  shall  be  increased 
or  diminished  during  his  term  of  office.  All  fees  or  allowances  by  them  received,  in  excess 
of  their  said  compensation,  shall  be  paid  into  the  county  treasury. 

§  II.  The  fees  of  township  officers,  and  of  each  class  of  county  officers,  shall  be  uniform 
in  the  class  of  counties  to  which  they  respectively  belong.  The  compensation  herein  pro- 
vided for  shall  apply  only  to  officers  hereafter  elected,  but  all  fees  established  by  special  laws 
shall  cease  at  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  and  such  officers  shall  receive  only  such  fees 
as  are  provided  by  general  law. 

^12.  All  laws  fixing  the  fees  of  State,  county  and  township  officers,  shall  terminate  with 
the  terms,  respectively,  of  those  who  may  be  in  office  at  the  meeting  of  the  first  general 
assembly  after  the  adoption  of  this  constitution ;  and  the  general  assembly  shall,  by  general 
law.  uniform  in  its  operation,  provide  for  and  regulate  the  fees  of  said  officers  and  iheirsuc- 
cessors,  so  as  to  reduce  the  same  to  a  reasonable  compensation  for  services  actually  rendered. 
But  the  general  as?embly  may,  by  general  law,  clxssify  the  counties  by  population  into  not 
more  than  three  classes,  and  regulate  the  fees  according  to  class.  This  article  shall  not  be 
construed  as  depriving  the  general  assembly  of  the  power  to  reduce  the  fees  of  existing 
officers. 

\  13.  Every  person  who  is  elected  or  appointed  to  any  office  in  this  State,  who  shall  be 
paid  in  whole  or  in  part  by  fees,  shall  be  required  by  law  to  make  a  semi-annual  report,  under 
oath  to  some  officer  to  be  designated  by  law,  of  all  his  fees  and  emoluments. 

ARTICLE  XL 


CORPORATIONS. 


Fstablishedonlyby  General  Laws. 
Existing  Charters— How  Forlcited. 
Election  of  Directors  or  Manag  rs. 
Construction  of  Street  Railroads. 
State  Bank  Forbidden— General  Law. 
Liability  of  Bank  Stockholder. 
S  spcnsioa  of  Specie  Payment. 
Of  a  General  Ba-king  Uw. 


Slocks,  Bones  and  D.\ 

Power  over  existing  Companies, 

Freight  and  Passenger  Tariff  reg  lai 


§  I.  No  corporation  shall  be  created  by  special  laws,  or  its  charter  extended,  changed  or 
amended,  except  iho-^e  for  charitable,  educational,  penal  or  reformatory  purposes  which  are 
to  be  and  rem  tin  under  the  patronage  and  control  of  the  State,  but  the  general  assembly 
shall  provide,  by  general  law,  for  the  organization  of  all  corporations  hereafter  lo  be  created. 

\  2.  All  existing  charters  or  grants  of  special  or  exclusive  privileges,  under  which  organi- 
zation shall  not  have  taken  place,  or  which  shall  not  have  been  in  operation  within  le.i'days 
frjm  the  time  this  cjnnilutlon  takes  effect,  shall  thireafier  have  no  validity  or  e.Tjct  wh  I't- 

§  3-  The  general  assembly  shall  provide,  by  law,  that  in  all  elections  for  directors  or 
managers  of  incorporated  companies,  every  stockholder  sh  dl  have  the  right  to  vote,  in  person 
or  by  proxy,  for  the  number  of  shares  of  stock  owned  by  hmi.  for  as  many  persons  as  there  are 
directors  or  minagers  to  be  elected,  or  to  cumulate  siid  shares,  and  give  one  candidate  as 
many  votes  as  the  number  of  directors  multiplied  by  the  number  of  his  shares  of  stock,  shall 
equal,  or  to  distribute  them  on  the  same  principle  among  as  many  candidates  as  he  shall 
think  fit;  and  such  directors  or  managers  shall  not  be  elected  in  any  other  manner. 

§  4.  No  laws  shall  be  passed  by  the  general  assembly,  granting  the  right  to  construct  and 
operate  a  street  railroad  within  any  city,  town,  or  incorporated  village,  without  requiring  the 
consent  of  the  local  authorities  having  the  control  of  the  street  or  highway  proposed  to  be 
occupied  by  such  street  railroad. 


I  5.  No  State  bank  shall  hereafter  be  cre.ited,  nor  shall  the  State  own  or  be  liable  for  any 
stock  in  any  corporation  or  joint  stock  company  or  association  for  banking  purposes,  i.ow 
created,  or  to  be  hereafter  created.  No  act  of  the  general  assembly  authorizing  or  creating 
corporations  or  asssociations,  with  banking  powers,  whether  of  issue,  deposit  or  discount,  nor 
amendments  thereto,  shall  go  into  effect  or  in  any  manner  be  in  force  unless  the  same  shall 
be  suhmitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  at  the  general  election  next  succeeding  the  passage  of 
the  same,  and  be  approved  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  at  such  election  for  or  a-^ainst 
such  l.iw. 

^,  6.  Every  stockholder  in  a  banking  corporation  or  institution  shall  be  individually  respon- 
sible and  liable  to  its  creditors  over  and  above  the  amount  of  stock  by  him  or  her  held,  to 
an  amount  equal  to  his  or  her  respective  shares  so  hela,  for  all  its  liabdities  accruing  while 
he  or  she  remains  such  a  stockholder. 

^  7.  The  su^^penMon  of  specie  ])ayments  by  banking  institutions,  or  their  circulation, 
created  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  shall  never  be  permuted  or  sanctioned.  Every  banking 
association  now,  or  which  may  hereafter  be,  organized  under  the  the  laws  of  this  State,  shall 
make  and  publish  a  full  and  accurate  quarterly  statement  of  its  affairs,  (which  shall  be  cer- 
tified to,  under  oath,  by  one  or  more  of  its  officers,)  as  may  be  provided  by  Uw. 

§  8.  If  a  general  banking  law  shall  be  enacted,  it  shall  provide  for  the  registry  and  counter- 
signing, by  an  officer  of  state,  of  a'l  bills  or  paper  credit,  designed  to  circulate  as  money, 
and  require  security,  to  the  full  amount  thereof,  to  be  deposited  with  the  State  treasurer,  in 
United  States  or  Illinois  State  stocks,  to  be  rated  at  ten  per  cent,  below  their  par  value; 
and  in  case  of  a  depreciation  of  said  stocks  to  the  amount  of  ten  per  cent,  below  par  the 
bank  or  banks  owning  said  stocks  shall  be  required  to  make  up  said  deficiency,  by  deposit- 
ing additional  stocks.  And  said  law  shall  also  provide  for  the  recording  of  the  names  of 
all  stockholders  in  such  corporations,  the  amount  of  stock  held  by  each,  the  time  of  any 
transfer  thereof,  and  to  whom  such  transfer  is  made. 

R.\n. ROADS. 
I  9.  Every  railroad  corporation  organized  or  doing  business  in  this  Slate,  under  the  laws 
or  authority  thereof,  shall  have  and  maintain  a  public  office  or  place  in  this  State  frr  the 
transaction  of  its  business,  where  transfers  of  stock  shall  he  made,  and  in  which  shall  be 
kept  for  public  inspection,  books,  in  which  shall  be  recorded  the  amount  of  capital  ^icck  sub- 
scribed, and  by  whom  ;  the  names  of  the  owners  of  slock  and  amount  by  them  respectively, 
theamount  of  stock  paid  in  and  by  whom,  the  transfers  of  said  stock;  the  amount  of  its  assets 
and  liabilities,  and  the  names  and  place  of  residence  of  its  officers.  The  directors  of  every 
railroad  corporation  shall,  annually,  make  a  report,  under  oath,  to  the  auditor  df  public  ac- 
counts, or  some  officer  lobe  designated  by  law,  of  all  their  acis  and  doings,  which  report  shall 
include  such  matters  relating  to  railroads  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  And  the  general 
assembly  shall  pass  laws  enforcing  by  suitable  penalties  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

^  10.  The  rolling  stock,  and  all  othermovable  properly  belonging  to  any  railroad  company 
or  corporation  in  this  State,  shall  be  considered  personal  property,  and  shall  be  liable  to  ex- 
ecution and  sale  in  the  same  manner  as  the  personal  property  of  individuals,  and  the  gen- 
eral assembly  shall  pass  no  law  exempting  any  such  property  from  execution  and  sale. 

§  II.  No  railroad  corporation  shall  consolidate  its  stock,  property  or  franchises  with  any 
other  railroad  corporation  owning  a  pa'-allel  or  competing  line;  and  in  no  case  shall  any 
consolidation  take  place  except  upon  public  notice  given,  of  at  least  sixty  days,  to  ail  stock- 
holders, in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law.  A  majority  of  the  directors  of  any 
railroad  corporation,  now  incorporated  or  hereafter  to  be  incorporated  by  ihe  laws  of  the 
State,  shall  be  citizens  and  residents  of  this  State. 

^  12.  Railways  heretofore  constructed,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  constructed  in  this  Slate, 
are  hereby  declared  public  highways,  and  shall  be  free  to  all  ptrsons  lor  the  transportation  uf 
their  persons  and  properly  thereon,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 
And  the  general  assembly  shall,  from  time  to  time,  pass  laws  establishing  reasonable  maxi- 
mum rates  of  charges  for  the  transpertation  of  passengers  and  freight  on  the  different  rail- 
roads in  this  State. 

§  13.  No  railroad  corporation  sha'l  issue  any  stock  or  bonds,  except  for  money,  labor  or 
property,  actually  received,  and  aj^plied  to  the  purposes  for  which  such  corporation  was 
created ;  and  all  stock  dividends,  and  other  fictitious  increase  of  the  capital  stock  or  indebt- 
edness of  any  such  corporation,  shall  be  void.  The  capital  stock  of  no  railroad  corporatioQ 
shall  be  increased  for  any  purpose,  except  upon  giving  sixty  days'  public  notice,  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

^  14.  The  exercise  of  the  power,  and  the  right  of  eminent  domain  shall  never  be  so  con- 
strued or  abridged  as  to  prevent  the  taking,  by  the  general  assembly,  of  the  properly  and 
franchises  of  incorporated  companies  already  organised,  and  subjecting  ihem  to  the  public 
necessity  the  same  as  of  individuals.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  held  inviolate  in 
all  trials  of  claims  for  compensation,  when,  in  the  exercise  of  the  said  right  of  eminent  do- 
main, any  incorporated  company  shall  be  interested  either  for  or  against  the  exercise  of  said 
right. 

§  15.  The  general  assembly  shall  pass  laws  to  correct  abuses  and  prevent  unjust  discrimin- 
ation and  extortion  in  the  rates  of  freight  and  passenger  tariffs  on  different  railroads  in 
this  State,  and  enforce  such  laws,  by  adequate  penalties,  to  the  extent,  if  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  of  forfeiture  of  their  property  and  franchises. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

MILITIA. 
3  I.  Persons  composing  the  Militia.  l      ^  4.  Privilege  from  Arrest. 

I  2.  Organization— Equipment — Discpl^ne.  d  5.  Records,  Banners  and  Relics. 

d-  3.  Commissions  of  Uffi^trs.  '      g  5.  txempi.on  from  militia  duty. 

I  I.  The  militia  of  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  consist  of  all  able-bodied  male  persons,  resi- 
dent in  the  State,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  except  such  persons  as  now 
are.  or  hereaftev  niav  be,  exempted  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State. 


5  2.  The  general  as-sembly,  in  providing  for  the  organization,  equipment  ami  discipline  of 
the  militia,  shall  conform  as  nearly  as  practicable  to  the  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

?  t.  All  mililia  officers  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  governor,  and  may  hold  their  com- 
n  iv^ions  for  such  times  as  the  general  assembly  may  provide. 

J  4.  The  militia  sh.ill,  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privi- 
leged from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  musters  and  elections,  and  in  gonig  to  anil  re- 
turning from  the  same. 

5.  The  military  records,  banners  and  relics  of  the  Stale,  shall  be  preserved  as  an  endur- 
ing memorial  of  the  patriotism  and  valor  of  Illinois,  .and  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  general 
assembly  to  jirovide  by  law  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  same. 

6.  No  pei^on  having  conscientious  scruples  against  bearing  arms,  shall  be  compelled  to 
do  mililia  duty  in  time  of  peace:  Provided,  such  person  shall  pay  an  equivalent  lor  such  ex- 
emption. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

WAREHOUSES. 


Tied  Public  Warehouses, 
'kly  statements  required, 
on  of  pruperty  stortd. 
I  deliver  full  Weight. 


5.  Delivery  of  Grain  by  Railroads. 

6.  PoweriUid  Duty  ol  the  Legisl.uure. 

7.  Uiain  Inspection — Protection  of  Deale 


^  I.  All  elevators  or  storehouses  where  grain  or  other  property  is  stored  for  a  compensation, 
whether  the  properly  stored  be  kept  separate  or  not,  are  declared  to  be  public  warehouses. 

\  2.  The  owner,  lessee  or  manager  of  each  and  every  public  warehouse  situated  in  any 
town  or  city  of  not  less  than  100,000  inhabitants,  shall  make  weekly  statements  under  oath, 
before  some  officer  to  be  designated  by  law,  and  keep  the  same  posted  in  some  conspicuous 
place  in  the  office  of  such  warehouse,  and  shall  also  file  a  copy  for  public  examination  in 
SHch  place  as  shall  be  designated  by  law,  which  statement  shall  correctly  set  forth  the  amount 
and  grade  of  each  and  every  kind  of  grain  in  such  warehouse,  together  with  such  other 
property  as  may  be  stored  therein,  and  what  warehouse  receipts  have  been  issued,  and  are, 
at  the  time  of  making  such  statement,  outstanding  therefor ;  and  shall,  on  the  copy  posted  in 
the  warehouse,  note  daily  such  changes  as  may  be  made  in  the  quantity  and  grade  of  grain 
in  such  warehouse;  and  the  different  grades  of  grain  shipped  in  separate  lots,  shall  not  be 
mixed  with  inferior  or  superior  grades,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner  or  cousi'^nee  there- 
of. 

\  3.  The  owners  of  property  stored  in  any  warehouse,  or  holder  of  a  receipt  for  the  same, 
sliall  always  be  at  liberty  to  examine  such  property  stored,  and  all  the  books  and  records  of 
the  warehouse  in  regard  to  such  properly. 

§  4.  All  railroad  companies  and  other  common  carriers  on  railroads  shall  weigh  or  measure 
grain  at  points  where  it  is  shipped,  and  receipt  for  the  full  amount,  and  shall  be  responsilile 
for  the  delivery  of  such  amount  to  the  owner  or  consignee  thereof,  at  the  place  of  destina- 
tion. 

\  5.  All  railroad  companies  receiving  and  transporting  grain  in  bulk  or  otherwise,  shall 
deliver  the  same  to  any  consignee  thereof,  or  any  elevator  or  public  warehouse  to  which  it 
may  be  consigned,  provided  such  consignee,  or  the  elevator  or  public  warehouse  can  be 
reached  by  any  track  owned,  based  or  used,  or  which  can  be  used,  by  such  railroad  com- 
panies ;  and  all  railroad  companies  shall  permit  connections  to  be  made  with  their  track,  so 
that  any  such  consignee;  and  any  public  warehouse,  coal  bank  or  coal  yard,  may  be  reached 
by  the  cars  on  said  railroad. 

\  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  assembly  to  pass  all  necessary  laws  to  prevent  the 
issue  of  false  and  fraudulent  warehouse  receipts,  and  to  give  full  effect  to  this  .article  of  the 
constitution,  which  shall  be  liberally  construed  so  as  to  protect  producers  and  shippers. 
And  the  enumeration  of  the  remedies  herein  named  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  to  the 
general  assembly  the  power  to  prescribe  by  law  such  other  and  further  remedies  as  may  be 
found  expedient,  or  to  deprive  any  person  of  existiiig  common  law  remedies. 

?  7-  The  general  assembly  shall  pass  laws  for  the  inspection  of  grain,  for  the  protection  of 
producers,  shippers  and  receivers  of  grain  and  i>roduce. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 


AMENDMENTS    TO   THE    CONSTITUTION. 


J  ..  By  a  Co 


I      \  2.  Proposed  by  the  Legislature, 


\  I.  Whenever  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  each  house  of  the  general  assembly  shall,  by 
a  vote  enleied  upon  ine  journals  ihercof,  concir  that  a  convention  is  necessary  to  revise, 
alter  or  amend  the  conslitution,  the  question  shall  be  submitted  to  the  electors  at  the  next 
general  election.  If  a  majority  voting  at  the  election  vote  for  a  convention,  the  general 
assembly  shall,  at  the  next  session,  provide  for  a  convention,  to  consist  of  double  the  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  tne  senate,  to  be  elected  in  the  same  manner,  at  the  same  places,  and 
in  the  same  districts.  The  general  assembly  shall,  in  the  act  calling  the  convention,  desig- 
nate the  d.iy,  hour  and  place  of  its  meeting,  fix  the  pay  of  its  members  and  officers,  aifd 
provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  together  with  e.xpenses  necessarily  incurred  by  the  con- 
vention in  the  performance  of  its  duties.  Before  proceeding,  the  members  shall  take  an  oath 
to  support  the  constituiion  of  the  United  Slates,  and  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  to  faith- 
fully discharge  their  duties  as  members  of  the  convention.  The  qualification  of  members 
shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  members  of  the  senate,  and  vacancies  occurring  shall  be  filled 
in  the  manner  provided  for  filling  vacancies  in  the  general  assembly.  Said  convention  shall 
meet  withm  three  months  after  such  election,  and  prepare  such  revisions,  alterations  or 
amendments  of  the  constitution  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary,  which  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  elector;,  for  their  ratificuion  or  rejection,  at  an  election  appoinied  by  the  convention  for 
that  purpo.e,  not  less  than  or  more  than  six  months  after  the  adjournment  thereof;  and  un- 
less so  submitted  and  approved  by  a  ma;ority  of  the  electors  voting  at  the  election,  no  such 
revisions,  alterations  or  amendments  shall  take  effect. 

2.  Amendments  to  this  conslitution  may  be  proposed  in  either  house  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, and  if  the  same  shall  be  voted  for  by  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each 
of  the  two  houses,  such  proposed  amendments,  together  with  the  yeas  and  nays  of  eich 
house  thereon,  shall  be  entered  in  full  on  their  respective  journals,  and  said  amendments 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  electors  of  this  State  for  adoption  or  rejection,  at  the  next  election 
ol  members  of  the  general  assembly,  in  such  manner  as  m.ay  be  prescribe.l  by  law.  The 
proposed  amendments  shall  be  published  in  full  at  least  three  months  preceeding  the  election, 
and  if  a  majority  of  electors  voting  at  said  election  shall  vote  for  the  proposed  amendments, 
they  shall  become  a  part  of  this  constitution.  But  the  general  assembly  shall  have  no  power 
to  propose  amendments  to  more  than  one  article  of  this  constitution  at  the  same  session,  nor  to 
the  same  article  oftner  than  once  in  four  years. 


SEPARATE  SECTIONS. 


Illn  .is  Centr.il  Railroad. 
IlliaoU  aud  .M.chigan  C^nal. 


Municipal  Subscription  to  Corporal] 


No  contract,  obligation  or  liability  whatever,  of  the  Illinois  Centr.al  Railroad  Company, 
to  ]i.ay  any  money  into  the  Stale  treasury,  nor  any  lien  of  the  Slate  upon,  or  right  to  tax  pro- 
perly of  said  company,  in  accordance  with  the  provisi...ns  of  Ihe  charter  of  said  company,  ap- 
proved Feb.  10,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1S51,  shall  ever  be  released,  suspended,  modified 
altered,  remitted,  or  in  any  manner  diminished  or  impaired  by  legislative  or  other  authority ; 
and  all  moneys  derived  from  said  company,  after  the  payment  of  the  State  debt,  shall  be  ap- 
propriated anil  set  apart  for  the  payment  of  the  ordinaiy  expenses  of  the  State  government, 
and  for  no  other  purposes  whatever. 

MUNICIPAL   SUBSCRIPTIONS    TO    RAILROADS    OR    PRIVATE    CORPOK.ITIONS. 

No  county,  city,  town,  township  or  other  municipality,  shall  ever  become  subscriber  to  the 
capital  stock  of  any  railroad  or  private  corporation,  or  make  donation  to,  or  loan  its  credit 
in  aid  of  such  corporation  :  Provided,  hoxvever,  that  the  adoption  of  this  article  shall  not 
be  construed  as  affecting  the  right  of  any  such  municipality  to  make  such  subscriptions  where 
the  same  have  been  authorized,  under  existing  laws,  by  a  vote  of  the  people  of  such  munici- 
palities prior  to  such  adoption. 

CANAL. 

The  Illinois  .and  Michigan  Canal  shall  never  be  sold  or  leased  until  the  specific  proposi- 
tion for  the  sale  or  lease  thereof  shall  have  first  been  submitlcdto  a  vote  of  the  people  of 
the  State,  at  a  general  election,  and  have  been  approved  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
polled  at  such  election.  The  general  assembly  shall  never  loan  the  credit  of  the  State,  or 
make  appropriations  from  the  treasury  thereol,  in  aid  of  railroads  or  canals :  Proz'ided, 
that  any  surplus  earnings  of  any  canal  may  be  appropriated  for  Us  enlargement  or  extension. 


arry  the 


SCHEDULE. 


cour  ty  Courts  continued, 
now  in  Uffice  con.inued. 


5  I.  Th.at  all  I.aws  in  force  at  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  not  inconsistent  therewith, 
and  all  rights,  actions,  prosecutions,  claims,  and  contracts  of  th's  State,  individuals,  or  bodies 
corporate,  shall  continue  to  be  as  valid  as  if  this  constitution  had  not  been  adopted. 

g  2.  That  all  fines,  taxes,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  due  and  owing  to  the  State  of  Illinois 
under  the  present  constitution  and  laws,  shall  insure  to  the  use  of  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  under  this  constitution. 

^  3.  Recognizances,  bonds,  obligations,  and  all  other  instruments  entered  into  or  executed 
before  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  any  St.ate 
or  county  officer  or  public  body,  shall  remain  binding  and  valid;  and  rights  and  liabilities 
upon  the  same  shall  continue,  and  all  crimes  and  misdemeanors  shall  be  tried  and  punished 
as  though  no  change  had  been  made  in  the  constitution  of  this  State. 

^  4.  County  courts  for  the  transaction  of  county  business  in  counties  not  having  adopted 
township  organization,  shall  continue  in  existence  and  exercise  their  present  jurisdiciion 
until  the  board  of  county  commissioners  provided  in  this  constitution  is  organized  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  ;  and  the  county  courts  in  all  other  counties  shall 
have  the  same  power  and  jurisdiction  they  now  possess  until  otherwise  provided  by  general 
law. 

§  5.  All  existing  courts  which  are  not  in  this  conslitution  specially  enumerated,  shall  con- 
tinue in  existence  and  exercise  their  ]iresent  jurisdiction  until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

§  6.  All  persons  now  filling  any  office  or  appointment  shall  continue  in  the  exercise  of  the 
duties  thereof  according  to  their  respective  commissions  or  appointments,  uirless  by  this 
constitution  it  is  otherwise  directed. 


§  iS.  All  laws  of  the  St.ate  of  Illinois,  and  all  official  wrilings.and  the  executive,  legisla- 
tive and  judicial  j.roceedings,  shall  be  conducted,  preserved  and  published  in  no  other  than 
the  English  language. 

§  19.  The  general  assembly  shall  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  this  constitution. 

§  20.  The  circuit  clerks  of  the  different  counties  having  a  population  over  sixty  thousand, 
shall  continue  to  be  recorders  (ex-officio)  for  their  respective  count.es,  under  this  constitu- 
tion, until  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms. 

§  21.  The  jurlges  of  all  courts  of  record  in  Cook  County  shall,  in  lieu  of  any  salary  pro- 
vided for  in  this  constitution,  receive  the  compensation  now  provided  by  law  uniil  the  ad- 
journment of  the  first  session  of  generil  assembly  after  the  adoption  of  this  conslitution. 

^  22.  The  present  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  Cooic  county  shall  continue  to  hold  the 
circuit  court  of  Lake  county  until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

^  23.  When  this  constitution  shall  be  adopted,  and  take  effect  as  the  supreme  law  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  the  two-mill  tax  provided  to  be  annually  assessed  and  collected  upon  each 
dollar's  worth  of  taxable  properly,  in  addition  to  all  other  taxes,  as  set  forth  in  article  fifteen 
of  the  now  existing  constitution,  shall  cease  to  be  assessed  after  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eijht  hundred  and  seventy. 

§  24.  Nothing  contained  in  this  constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  deprive  the  genera 
assembly  of  the  power  to  authorize  the  city  of  Quincy  to  create  any  inlebtedness  for  rail- 
road or  municipal  purposes,  for  which  the  people  of  said  city  shall  have  voted,  and  to  which 
they  shall  have  given,  by  such  vote,  their  assent,  prior  to  the  thirteenth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine  :  Provided,  that  no  such 
indebtedness,  so  created,  shall  in  any  part  thereof  be  paid  by  the  State,  or  from  any  State 
revenue,  tax  or  fund,  but  the  same  shall  be  paid,  if  at  all,  by  the  said  city  of  Quincy  alone, 
and  by  taxes  to  be  levied  upon  the  taxable  property  thereof:  And  provided,  further,  that 
the  general  assembly  shall  have  no  power  in  the  premises  that  it  could  not  exercise  under 
the  present  constitution  of  this  Slate. 

\  25.  In  case  this  constitution  and  the  articles  and  sections  submitted  separately  be  adopt- 
ed, the  existing  constitution  shall  cease  in  all  its  provisions  ;  and  in  case  this  constitution 
be  adopted,  and  any  one  or  more  of  its  articles  or  sections  submitted  separately  be  defeated , 
the  provisions  of  the  existing  constitution  (if  any)  on  the  same  subject  shall  remain  in 
force. 

§  26.  The  provisions  of  this  constitution  required  to  be  executed  prior  to  the  adoption  or 
rejection  thereof  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  immediately. 

Done  in  convention  at  the  capital,  in  the  city  of  Springfield,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  ninety-fourth. 
In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names  : 

CHARLES  HITCHCOCK,  Presidenl. 


William  J.  Allen, 
Johtt  Abbott, 
James  C.  Allen, 
Elliott  Anthony, 
Wm.  R.  Archer, 
Henry  I.  Atkins, 
James  G.  Bayne, 
R.  M.  Benjamin, 
H.  r.  H.  Brownwell, 
O.  H,  Browning, 
Wm.  G.  Bowman, 
Silas  L.  Bryon, 
II.  P.  Buxton, 
Daniel  Cameron, 
William  Gary, 
Lawrence  S.  Church, 
Hiram  H.  Cody, 
W.  F.  Coolbaugh, 
Alfred  M.  Craig, 
Robert  J.  Cross, 
Samuel  P.  Curamings, 
John  Dement, 
G.  S.  Eldridge, 
James  W.  English, 
David  Ellis, 
Ferris  Form  an. 


Robert  A.  King,' 
Jas.  McCoy, 
Charles  E.  McDowell, 
William  C.  Goodhue, 
Joseph  Mcdill, 
Clifton  H.  Moore, 
JonatTian  Merriam, 
Joseph  P.irker, 
Samuel  C.  Parks, 
Peleg  S.  Perley, 
J.  S.  Poage, 
Edward  V.  Rice, 
James  P.  Roljinson, 
Lewis  W.  Ross, 
William  P.  Pierce, 
N.  J.  Pillsbury, 
Jno.  Scholfield, 
James  M.  Sharp, 
ilenry  Sherrell, 
Wm.  H.  Snyder, 
O.  C.  Skinner, 
Weslel  W.  Sedgwick, 
Charles  F.  Springer, 
John  L.  Tincher, 
C.  Truesdale, 
Henry  Tubbs, 


Jesse  C.  Fox, 
"Milei  A.  Fuller, 
John  P.  Gamble, 
Addison  Goodell, 
John  C.  Haines, 
Elijah  M.  Haines, 
John  W.  Hankins, 
R.  P.  Hanna, 
Joseph  Hart, 
Abel  Harwood, 
Milton  Hav, 
Samuel  Snowde 
Jesse  S.  Hildruf 


Hayes, 


Thomas  J.  Turner, 
\Vm.  H.  Underwood, 
Wm.  L.  Vandeventer 
Henry  W.  Wells, 
George  E.  Wait, 
George  W.  Wall, 
R.  B.  Sutherland, 
D.  C.  Wagner, 
George  R.  Wendling, 
Chas.  Wheaton, 
L.  D.  Whiting, 
John  H.  Wilson, 
Orlando  II.  Wright. 


Attest  : — John  Q.  Harmon,  Sarelary. 

Daniel  Shepard,  First  Assistant  Secretary, 
A.  H.  Swain,  Second  Assistant  Secretary. 


\RLow.  Secretary  of  ihe  St: 
llionofthe  State  of  Illinois 
:  the  2tl\  day  of  July,  1S70,  .i 
mony  whereof  I  hereto  'iet 
ii  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1873. 


OJ^ce  0/  Secretary. 


Lte  of  Illinois,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  forej^ing  is  a  true 
adopted  in  conveifion  the  13th  day  of  May,  1S70.  ratified  by 
nd  in  force  on  the  3th  'iiy  of  Aug  tst,  1373,  and  now  on  tile  in 
my  hand  and  afSx  the   Great  Seal  of  Sute,  at  the  city    of 


GEO.  H.  HAKLOW,  Secretary  cf  Slate. 


DECLAEATIO:Nr    OF   INDEPEXDEI^CE. 


When,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  necessary  for  one  people  to  dissolve  the 
political  bands  which  have  connected  them  with  another,  and  to  assume  amon^  the  powers 
of  the  earth,  the  separate  and  equal  station  lo  which  the  lawi  of  nitare  and  of  nature's  God 
entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they  should  declare 
the  causes  which  impel  them  to  the  separation. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  en- 
d  >wed  by  their  Creatur  with  certain  unalienable  rights  ;  that  amonjthcise  are  life,  liberty  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness.  That  to  secure  these  rights,  governments  are  instituted  among  men, 
d;:riving  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed;  that,  whenever  any  form  of 
government  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abol- 
ish it,  and  lo  institute  a  new  g  jver^ment,  laying  its  foundation  on  such  principles,  and 
nr^inizmg  its  p.jwers  in  such  form,  as  to  th^m  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and 
happiiie-,s  Pru  lence,  indeed,  will  dictate  tint  governments  long  established  should  not  be 
changed  for  light  and  transient  causes;  an^i,  accordln'^Iy,  all  experience  hath  shown  that 
mankmd  are  more  disposed  to  suffer,  while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  themselves  by 
abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  But  when  along  train  of  abuses  and 
usurpations,  pursuing  invariaMy  the  same  object,  evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  under  ab- 
solute despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty  to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide 
new  guards  for  their  future  security.  Such  has  been  the  patient  sufferance  of  these  colonies, 
and  such  is  now  the  necessity  which  constrains  them  to  alter  their  former  systems  of  govern- 
ment. The  history  of  the  present  King  of  Great  Britain  is  a  history  of  repeated  iniuries  and 
usurpations,  all  havin^  ja  direct  object  the  establishment  of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  thde 
States.     To  prove  this  let  facts  be  submitted  to  a  candid  world: 

He  has  refused  his  absent  to  laws  the  moit  wholesome  and  necessary  for  the  public 
good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  Governors  to  pass  laws  of  immediate  and  pressing  importance,  unless 
suspended  in  their  operation  till  his  assent  should  be  obtained  ;  and  when  so  suspended,  he 
has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  them. 

He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  accommodation  of  large  districts  of  people,  unless 
those  people  would  relinquish  the  right  of  representation  in  the  legislature ;  a  right  inestima- 
ble to  them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legislative  bodie--  at  places  unusual,  uncomfortable,  and  distant  from 
the  dep  'sitt)ry  of  their  public  records,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance 
with  his  measures. 

He  has  dissolved  representative  houses  repeatedly  for  opposing,  with  manly  firmness,  his 
invasions  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 

He  has  refused,  for  a  long  time  after  such  dissolution,  to  cause  others  to  be  elected  ; 
whereby  the  legislative  p)wers,  incapable  of  annihilatic.i,  have  returne  I  to  the  people  at 
large  for  their  exercise;  the  State  remaining,  in  the  meanume,  exposed  to  all  the  danger 
of  invasion  from  without,  and  convulsions  within. 

He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these  States ;  for  that  purpose,  obstructing 
the  laws  for  naturalization  of  foreigners;  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  migration 
hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands. 

He  has  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice,  by  refusing  his  assent  to  laws  for  estab- 
lishing judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  iudges  dependent  on  his  will  alone,  for  .he  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the 
amount  and  payment  of  their  salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  sent  hither  swarms  of  officers  to  harass  our 
people,  and  eat  out  their  substance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies,  without  the  consent  of  our 
legislature. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of,  and  superior  to,  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined,  with  others,  to  subject  us  to  a  jurisdiction  foreign  to  our  constitutum, 
and  unacknowledged  by  our  laws  j  giving  his  assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended  legislation. 


For  quartering  lirge  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us. 

For  protecting  them,  by  a  moek  trial,  from  punishment,  for  any  murders  which  they 
should  commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  these  States. 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  : 

For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent  : 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  benetits  of  trial  by  jury  : 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pretende.l  offences  : 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  laws  in  a  neighboring  province,  establishing 
therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at  once  an 
example  and  fit  instrument  for  introducing  the  same  absolute  rule  into  these  colonies  : 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  valuable  laws,  and  altering  fundament- 
ally, the  powers  of  our  governments: 

For  suspending  our  own  legislatures,  and  decliring  themselves  investel  with  power  to 
legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  his  protection,  and  waging  war 
against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt  our  towns,  and  destroyed  the  lives 
of  our  people. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaries  to  complete  the  work 
of  death,  desolation  and  tyranny,  already  begun,  with  i"ircumstanres  of  cruelly  and  perfidy 
scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized 
nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  high  seas,  to  bear  arms 
against  their  country,  to  become  the  executi  )ners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall 
themselves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  amongst  us,  and  has  endeavored  to  bring  on  the 
inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the  merciless  Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an 
undistinguished  destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  we  have  petitioned  for  redress,  in  the  most  humble 
terms;  our  repeated  petitions  have  been  answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince, 
whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the 
ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attention  to  our  British  brethren.  We  have  warned  them 
from  time  to  time,  of  attempts  made  by  their  kgiblature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurisdic- 
tion over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of  the  circumstances  of  our  emigration  and  settlement 
here.  We  have  appealed  to  their  native  justice  and  magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured 
them,  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred,  to  disavow  these  usurpations,  which  would  inevit- 
ablv  interrupt  our  connections  and  corre-.pondence.  They,  too,  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice 
of  justice  and  consanguinity.  We  must,  therefore,  acquiesce  in  the  necessity,  which  denounces 
our  separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace, 
friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  representatives  of  the  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  in  GEN- 
ERAL CONGRESS  assembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  World  for  the 
rectitude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  these 
colonies,  solemnly  publish  and  d^el  ire,  That  the>e  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought 
to  be,  FREE  AN'D  IXDEPEXDEXT  STATES;  that  they  are  absolved  from  all  allegiance 
to  the  British  crown,  and  that  all  political  connection  between  them  and  the  Siate  of  Great 
Britain,  is,  and  oaght  to  be,  totally  dissolved ;  and  that,  as  FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT 
S  r.-VTES,  they  have  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish 
commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  INDEPENDENT  STATES  miy  of 
right  do.  And.  for  the  support  of  this  declaration,  and  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of 
DIVINE  PRr)VIDENC£,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other,  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and 
our  sacred  honor. 

JOHN  HANCOCK. 


CONSTITUTION"   OF  THE    UNITED   STATES. 


We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  lo  form  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  juslicc, 
insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defense,  proniule  the  general  welfare, 
and  'ecure  the  1  lesMiig^  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish 
tnis  CONSTITLIION  lor  ihe  United  States  of  America. 

ARTICLE  I. 
Section  i.  A'l  legislative  powers  h<icin  granted  fhall  le  re=iEd  in  a  Congress  of  the 
Un"lled  Silates.  which  shall  consi-l  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Represcnlalives. 

Si;cT10N  2.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  cc  mpo=ed  of  members  chosen  every 
second  year  by  the  people  of  the  several  States,  and  the  electors  in  each  State  shall  have  the 
qualifications  requisite  lor  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature. 

No  person  shall  be  a  Representative  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years,  and  been  seven  ;  ears  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected, 
be  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  .States  which  may 
be  included  within  this  Union,  according  lo  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  adding  lo  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for 
a  term  of  years  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons.  The 
actual  enumeration  shall  be  made  within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  .Mates,  and  within  every  subsequent  tcnn  of  ten  years,  in  such  manner  as  they 
shall  by  law  direct.  The  number  of  Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty 
thousand,  but  each  State  shall  have  at  least  one  Representative  ;  and  until  such  enumeration 
shall  be  made,  the  Slate  of  New  Ilamphsire  shall  be  entitled  to  choose  three,  Massachusetts 
eight,  Rhode  Island  and  Provid.  nee  Plantations  one,  Connecticut  live,  New  York  six,  New 
Jersey  four,  Pennsylvania  eight,  Delaware  one,  Maryland  six,  Virginia,  ten.  North  Carolina 
five,  and  Georgia  three. 

When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any  State,  the  Executive  authority 
thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

The  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  their  Speaker  and  other  officers,  and  shall  have 
the  sole  power  of  in  peachnient. 

Section  3.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each 
State,  chosen  by  the  Legislature  thereof,  for  six  years ;  and  each  Senator  shall  have  one 
vote. 

Immediatelv  after  they  shall  be  assembled  in  consequence  of  the  first  election,  they  shall 
be  divided  as  iqually  as  may  be  into  three  classes.  The  scats  of  the  Senators  of  the  fir  t 
class  shall  be  vacated  i.t  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  of  the  second  class  at  the  expira- 
tioa  of  the  fouith  year,  and  of  the  third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year,  so  that  one- 
third  may  be  chosen  every  second  year;  and  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation,  or  otherwise, 
during  tlie  recess  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof  may  make  temporary 
appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies. 

No  per -on  shall  lie  a  Senate  r  who  shall  not"  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and 
been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  Uniied  Slates,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhab- 
itant of  that  State  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  be  President  of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have 
no  vote  unless  they  be  equally  divided. 

The  Senate  shall  choose  their  other  officers,  and  also  a  President  pro  tempore,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Vice  President,  or  when  he  shall  exercise  the  office  of  President  of  the  Uniteil 
States. 

The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments.  When  sitting  for  that 
purpose  Ihey  shall  le  on  oath  or  affirmation.  When  the  President  of  the  Uniied  Slates  is 
tried,  the  Chief  justice  shall  preside.  And  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  ihe  con- 
currence of  two-thirds  of  the  men.bers  present. 

Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  not  extend  further  than  lo  removal  from  office, 
and  disqualification  to  ho'd  and  enjoy  any  oflice  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  under  the  Uniied 
States:  but  the  party  convicted  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  and  subject  to  indictment,  trial, 
judgment  and  punishnunt  according  to  law. 

Section  4,  The  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives, shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at 
any  time  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  cxctpt  as  to  the  places  of  choosing 
Senators. 

The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and  such  meeting  shall  be  on 
the  first  Monday  in  Dcctmher,  unless  they  shall  by  haw  appoint  a  dilfcrent  day. 

Section  5.  Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  election,  returns  and  qualifications  of  its 
own  membtrs,  and  a  majority  of  each  .shall  constiuite  a  quorum  to  do  business;  but  a  smaller 
number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
absent  members  in  such  niannir,  and  under  such  penalties  as  each  house  may  provide. 

Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly 
behaviour,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member. 

Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  pioceedings,  and  from  lime  to  time  publish  the 
same,  excepting  such  pails  as  m.iy  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
of  the  members  of  cither  house  on  any  question  shall,  at  ihe  desire  of  one-fifth  of  those 
present,  be  entered  on  Ihe  journal. 

Neither  house,  during  Ihe  session  of  Congress,  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other, 
rd;ourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  lo  any  olhcr  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  houses 
shall  be  silling. 

Section  6.  The  Senators  and  ReprescnLatives  sh.all  receive  a  compensation  for  their  ser- 
■vices,  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasuiy  of  Ihe  Uniied  States,  1  hey 
shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest 
during  their  attendance  at  the  session  of  their  respective  loupes,  and  in  going  10  and  return- 
ing frim  the  same  ;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house  they  shall  not  be  questioned 
in  any  other  place. 

No  Senaior  .  r  Representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed 
to  any  civil  t  ffice  under  the  authority  cf  the  United  States,  which  shall  have  been  created, 
or  the  emclumcnts  whereof  shall  have  beer  increased  during  such  time;  and  no  person 


holding  any  ofiice  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  a  member  of  either  house  during  his 
com. nuance  in  office. 

SixTIoN  7.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  .shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives; 
but  the  .Senate  may  propose  or  concur  with  amendments  as  on  other  bills. 

E\eiy  lull  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate,  shall, 
before  It  becomes  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  if  he  approve 
be  shall  sign  it,  but  if  not  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  that  house  in  which  it  shall 
have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to 
reconsider  it.  If  after  such  reconsideration  two  thirds  of  that  House  shall  agree  to  pass  the 
bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall 
likewise  be  reconsiderecl,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  House,  it  shall  become  a 
law.  Put  in  all  such  cases  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  bv  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  j(  urnal 
of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  President  within  ten  days 
(Sundays  excepted),  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  in 
like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress  by  their  adjournment  prevent  its 
return,  in  which  rase  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

Every  order,  resolution  or  vote  lo  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives may  be  necessary  (except  iot  a  question  of  adjournment),  shall  be  presented  t.i 
the  President  of  the  United  States  ;  and  before  the  sace  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved 
by  him,  or  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  repassed  by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a 
bill. 

Section  S.  The  Congress  shall  have  power — 

To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  an  I  provide  fir  the 
common  defense  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  Slates  ;  but  all  elulies,  imposts  and  excises 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States; 

To  burrow  money  on  Ihe  credit  of  the  United  States; 

To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several  Slates,  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes.  ; 

To  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natur.alization.  and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
cies ihioughout  the  United  Slates  ; 

To  coin  me>ney,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  anel  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  standard  of 
weights  and  measures; 

To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  securities  and  current  coin  of  the 
Lhiited  Slates;  ' 

To  es.ablish  post-offices  and  post-roads ; 

To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing  for  limited  times  to  authors 
and  inventors  the  exclusive  right  to  iheir  respective  writings  anel  discoveries; 

To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court; 

To  define  and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  offences 
against  the  law  of  nations  ; 

To  declare  war,  giant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  make  rules  concerning  captures 
on  land  and  water; 

To  raise  and  support  armies,  but  no  appropriation  of  money  to  that  use  shall  be  for  a 
longer  term  than  two  years; 

To  provide  anil  maintain  a  navy  ; 

To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  ; 

To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insur- 
reclioiia  and  repel  invasions  ; 

To  provide  lor  organizing,  arming  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing  such 
part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  States, 
respectively  the  appointment  of  the  oflicers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  milita  according 
to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress. 

To  exercise  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles 
square),  as  may  by  the  cession  of  particular  States  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become 
Ihe  seat  of  the  government  of  the  Uniied  States,  and  to  exercise  like  authority  over  all  places 
]airchased  by  the  consent  of  Ihe  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  lor  the 
erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards  and  other  needful  buildings; — and 

To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
fire  going  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  government  e-f  the 
Uniied  .Slates,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 

Section  9.  The  migration  or  importation  of  .such  persons  as  any  of  the  Slates  now  exist- 
ing shall  think  proper  to  .admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  ihe  )err 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  imporia- 
lion,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  feir  each  persons. 

The  privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when  in  cases 
of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  post  facto  law  shall  be  passed. 

No  capitation  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid  unless  in  proportion  to  the  census,  or  enu- 
meration herein  before  directed  to  be  taken. 

No  tax  or  duly  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State. 

No  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  eommcrce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one 
State  over  those  of  another;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to,  or  from  one  State,  be  obliged  to 
enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in  another. 

No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  maele 
by  law;  and  a  regular  statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public 
money  shall  be  published  from  time  to  time. 

No  title  of  nobihty  shall  be  granted  by  the  L'nited  States;  and  no  person  holding  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust  under  them,  shall  without  the  consent  of  the  Ceuigress,  accept  of  ai  y 
present,  emolument,  oflice,  or  title,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign 
State. 

Sectictn  10.  No  Slate  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederation  ;  grant  letters 
of  marque  or  reprisal ;  coin  money  ;  emit  bills  of  credit;  make  anything  but  goM  and  silver 


I  n  tender  in  payment  of  debts;  pass  any  bill  of  attainder.ex  post  facto  law  or  law  im- 
;n;:j  the  obli-raiion  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 
•  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Congress,  lay  any  imposts  or  duties  on  imports 
\ports,  except  what  may  be  absolutely  necessar\-  for  executing  its  inspection  laws,  and 
net  produce  of  all  duties- and  imposts  laid  by  any  State  on  imports  or  exports,  shall  be 
he  u->e  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the 
;iou  and  control  of  the  Congress. 

>  State  shall,  without    the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty  on  tonnage,  keep  troops 
,e  of  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  another  State, 
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ARTICLE  II. 


^r-CTloN  I.  The  Executive  power  shall  he  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  He  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  term  of  four  years,  and,  together  with  the 
\  u  c  President  chosen  for  the  same  term,  be  elected  as  follows : 

I'-icli  State  shall  appoint,  m  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  number 
<->(  electors,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  the  State 
niny  be  entitled  in  the  Congress;  but  no  Senator  or  Representative,  or  person  holding  an 
ohice  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  Stales,  shall  be  appointed  an  elector. 

[The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  Stales  and  vote  by  ballot  for  two  persons 
of  whom  one  at  leasi  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  State  with  themselves.  And  they 
s!i,,ll  make  a  list  of  all  persons  voted  for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each  ;  which  list 
i'.  V  shall  sign  and  certily,  and  transmit,  sealed  to  the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United 
S:  ,;t-,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate.  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the 
j'rL-.L'nce  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes 
shall  then  be  counted.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  the  Presi- 
dent, if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed  ;  and  if  there 
be  HKire  than  one  who  have  such  majority,  and  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  then  the 
I  b  luse  of  Representatives  shall  immediately  choose  by  ballot  one  of  them  for  President ;  and 
if  no  person  have  a  majoriiy,  then  fr^m  the  five  highest  on  the  list  the  said  House  shall  in 
like  manner  choose  the  President.  But  in  choosing  the  President,  the  vote  shall  be  taken 
by  States,  the  representation  from  each  State  having  one  vote;  a  quorum  for  this  purpose, 
shall  consist  of  a  member  or  members  from  two-lhirds  of  the  States,  and  a  majority  of  all  the 
Slates  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  In  every  case,  after  the  choice  of  the  President,  the 
person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  of  the  electors  shall  be  the  Vice  President.  But 
if  there  should  remain  two  or  more  who  have  equal  votes  the  Senate  shall  choose  from  them 
by  liallot  the  Vice  President.] 

The  Congress  may  determine  the  time  of  choosing  the  electors,  and  the  day  on  which 
Ihey  shall  give  their  votes;  which  day  shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

No  pesron  except  a  natural  born  citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  the  lime  of 
the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  President ;  neither  shall  any 
person  be  eligible  to  that  office  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and 
been  fourteen  years  a  resident  within  the  United  States. 

In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  President  from  ofTice,  or  of  his  death,  resignation  or  inability 
to  discharge  the  power;^  and  duties  of  the  said  ofilce,  the  same  shall  devolve  on  the  Vice 
President,  and  the  Congress  may  by  law  provide  for  the  case  of  removal,  death,  resignation, 
or  inability,  both  of  the  President  and  Vice  President,  declaring  what  officer  shall  then  act 
a-i  President,  and  such  officer  shall  act  accordingly,  un;il  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a 
President  shall  be  elected. 

The  President  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services  a  compensation  which  shall 
neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  during  the  period  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 
and  he  shall  not  receive  within  that  period  any  other  emolument  from  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  them. 

Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office  he  shall  take  the  following  oath  or  aftirmi- 
tion: 

'*  I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  wUl  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  preser\'e,  protect  and  defend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Uniied  States." 

Section  2.  The  President  shaU  bs  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States;  he  may  require  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of 
the  Executive  departments,  upon  any  sulject  relating  to  ihe  duties  of  their  respective  offices, 
and  he  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  offences  against  the  United 
States,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties, 
provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  preseut  concur ;  and  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  wiih 
the  advice  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  amiiassadors,  ohter  pu'.dic  ministers  and  consuls, 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States  whose  appoint- 
ments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  lor,  and  which  shall  be  established  bylaw;  but 
the  Congress  may  by  law  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  think 
proper  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  depariments. 

The  President  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happei  during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  sessions. 
Section  3.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Congress  information  of  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and 
expedient;  he  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  both  Houses,  or  ehher  of  them, 
and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  them,  with  respect  to  the  t  me  of  adjournment,  he  may 
adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper ;  he  shall  receive  ambas^adors  and  other 
public  ministers;  he  sha'l  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  and  shall  commis- 
sion all  the  officers  of  the  United  Stales. 

Section  a.  The  President,  Vice  President  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  shall 
he  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  nnd  conviction  of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Section  ".  The  judicial  power  of  the  L'nited  Stales  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court 
and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Con:5ress  may  from  time  to  time  o-dain  and  eslaldish. 
The  judges,  both  of  the  Supreme  and  inferior  courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
haviour, and  shall,  at  slated  times;,  receive  fur  their  services  a  compensation,  which  shall  not 
be  dimit>i->hed  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

Section  2.  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases,  in  law  and  equity,  arising 
tmder  this  Consiilution,  the  laws  of  the  Unifed  Stales,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be 
made,  under  their  authority  ; — to  all  cises  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers,  and 
consul.; — to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction  ; — to  controversies  to  which 
the  United  States  shall  be  a  party  ; — to  controversies  between  two  ormore  States; — between 
a  State  and  citizens  of  another  State; — between  citizens  of  different  States; — between  citi- 
zens of  the  same  Slate  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  ditTerent  States,  and  between  a  State, 
or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  States,  citizens  or  sulijecls. 

In  all  coses  affecting  ambassadors,  olher  public  ministers  and  consuls,  and  those  in  which 
a  State  shall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction. 

In  all  the  other  c.ises  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  appellate  juri?- 


•This  cla 


ithin  It; 


upercedcd  and  annulled  by  the 


diction,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  exception?,  and  under  such  regulations  as  the 
Congress  shall  make.  ° 

=l,Ti''?  "'if' °f.=l' "imes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  be  by  jun';  and  such  trial 
shall  be  held  m  the  State  where  the  said  crimes  shall  have  been  committed;  but  when  not 
commuted  w,thm  any  State,  the  trial  shall  be  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  Con-ress  may 
by  law  have  directed.  a  j 

Sectios  3.  Trexson  against  the  United  States  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  a-^ainst 
them,  or  m  adhenng  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  No  person  shall  be 
convicted  of  treason  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act  or  on 
confession  in  open  court.  ' 

The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  the  punishment  of  treason,  but  no  attainder  of 
au^nted  corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture  except  during  the  life  of  the  person 

ARTICLE  IV. 

sh.ill  be  given  in  ......  .... 

and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  St.ite.     And  the  Congress  may  bv  general  la...  ..... 

scribe  the  manner  in  which  such  acts,  lecords  and  proceedings  shall  be  proved  and  the  effect 
tnereoi. 

Section  2.  The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  the  several  States. 

A  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony  or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from 
justice,  and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall  on  demand  of  the  Executive  authority  of  the 
State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having  iurisdiction  of 
the  crime.  ^  ^ 

Ko  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws  thereof,  e^capiuT  into 
another,  shall,  m  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  fronrsuch  ' 
service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  the  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  may  be  due. 

Section  3.  Xew  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union  ;  but  no  new 
State  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  Stale:  nor  any  State  be 
formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or  parts  of  States,  without  the  consent  of  the 
LegisLaturcs  of  the  States  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  Congress. 

The  Congress  shall  hive  power  to  dispose  of  and  maUe'al!  lieedfnl  rules  and  re.»uIations 
respecting  the  territory  or  other  properly  belonging  to  the  United  St.ates ;  and  nothing  in 
this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States  or  of 
any  particular  State.  ' 

Section  4.  The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  evcrv  State  in  this  Union  a  Republican 
form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  t'um  agiinst  invasion,  and  on  application  of 
the  Legislature,  or  of  the  Executive  (when  the  Legislature  cannot  be' convened)  against  do- 
mestic violence.  ° 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  shall  deem  it  necessary  shall  propose 
.amendments  to  this  Constituiion,  or,  on  the  .application  of  the  Legislatures  of  two-thirds  of 
the  several  States,  shall  call  a  convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which,  in  either  case 
shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this  Constitution,  when  ratified  by  the 
Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  several  St.ates,  or  by  conventions  in  three-fourths  thereof 
as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  raiilication  may  be  proposed  by  the  Congress.  Provideii 
aendment  which  may  be  made  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
I  in  any  manner  affect  the  first  and  fourth  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first 
d  that  no  State,  without  its  consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  m  the 


that 


article; 
Senate. 


ARTICLE  VL 


All  debts  contracted  and  engagements  entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  this  Constitution  as  under  the 
Confederation.  ' 

This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  and  all  treaties  made  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  .authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and  the  judges  in  every  Slate  shall  be  bound 
thereby,  anything  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  Sen.ators  and  Representatives  before  mentioned,  and  the  members  of  the  scvei.al 
State  Legislatures,  and  all  Executive  and  judicial  ofliccrs,  both  of  the  United  Slates  and  of 
the  several  States,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  aflirmation,  to  support  this  Constitution  •  hut 
no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  to  any  office  or  pubUc  trust  under 
the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  VII. 


The  ratification  of  the  Conventions  of  nine  States  shall  be  sufiicient  for  the  establishn 
Constitution  between  the  States  so  ratifying  the  same. 


oflh 


Done  in  Convention  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  States  present,  the  seventeenth  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  the  twelfth.  l.N  Wit.ness 
Whereof,  We  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names. 

GEO.  AVASHINGTON, 
rnsidiitt  and  Deputy  from  I  ir^iiiia. 


.W-u  Hampshire. 
John  L.\.\gdon, 
:\'icnoL.\s  Oilman. 

Massaduisef!. 
Nathaniel  Gorham, 
Rlfls  King. 

Connecticut. 
Wm.  Saml.  Johnson, 
Roger  Sherman. 

Xcu  Yorl: 
Ale.\ander  Hamilton. 


Xe 


J- 


WiL.  Living-ton, 
Wm.  Pat  person, 
D.wiD  Brearly, 
Jon  A.  D.wton. 

Attest : 


Pcnnsyhania. 
B.  Frankli.n, 
RoBT.  Morris. 
Tho.  Fitzsimons, 
James  Wilson, 
Thomas  Mifflin, 
Geo.  Clymer, 
ared  Ingersoll, 
Gouv.  Morris. 

Delaxi'ort. 
Geo.  Read, 
John  Dickinson, 
Jaco.  Broom, 
GtNMNG  Bedford,  Jr., 
Richard  B.-\ssett. 

Virsinia. 
John  Blair, 
James  Madison,  Jj;. 


Maryland. 
James  M' Henry, 
Dane.  Carroll, 
Dan.  of  St.  Thos.  Jenifer. 

North  Carolina, 
AVm.  Blolnt, 
Hu.  Wtlliamson, 
Rich'd  Dobcs  Spaigiit. 

S.ntth   Carolina. 
J.    Rl'TLEDGK, 

Charles  I'inckney, 

Chas.  Cotesworth  Rinckney, 

Tierce  Butler. 

Georgia. 

WlLLIAAI    FlW, 

.\kr.  Baldwin. 


WILLIAM  JACKSON,  Secretary. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Pi-ffcsi-j  by   r„,grcs^,  and  ratified  by  Ihe  Legislatures  of  Ihe  several  Slalc$,  purmalit  to  the  ffh  article  of  the 


al  Consiitittioti. 


ARTICLE  I. 
Cotifp-ess  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof;    or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the 
people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  government  for  a  redress  of  grievances. 

ARTICLE  II. 
A  well  regulated  militia  being   necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  State,  the  right  of  the 
people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed. 

ARTICLE  III. 
No  soldier  shall  in  time  of  peace  be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against 
unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated,  and  no  warrants  shall  issue  but 
upon  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the  place 
to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized. 

ARTICLE  V. 

No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a 
presentment  or  indictment  by  a  Grand  Jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces, 
or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger ;  nor  shall  any  per 
son  be  subject  for  the  same  offence  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb;  nor  shall  be 
compelledin  any  criminal  case  to  be  a  witness  against  himself,  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty, 
or  property,  without  due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public  use, 
without  just  compensation. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial, 
by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed, 
which  district  shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of  the 
nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him;  to 
ha\e  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  to  have  the  assistance  of 
counsel  for  his  defense. 

ARTICLE  VII, 

In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controversy  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved,  and  no  fact  tried  by  a  jury  ^hall  be  otherwise 
re-examined  in  any  court  of  the  United  .States,  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the  common 
law. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment  inflicted. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

The  enumeration  in  the  Constitution,  of  certain  rights,  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or 
disparage  others  retained  by  the  people. 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  U.iited  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 
the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  Slates  respectively,  or  to  the  peple. 

ARTICLE  XL 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  Slates  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law 
or  equity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  States  by  citizens  of  another 
State,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  State. 


The  electors  shall  meet 
Vice  rresident,  one  of  who 
selves;  they  shall  n.ame   i; 


ARTICLE  XII. 

n  their  respective  States, 
1  at  least  shall  not  b< 
their   ballots  the  p. 


and  vote  by  ballot  for  President  and 
ihabitant  of  the  same  Slate  with  thcm- 
to  be  voted  for  as  rresidcnt._apd 


\^l 


distinct  ballots  the  persons  voted  for  as  Vice  President,  and  they  shall  make  distinct  lists 
of  all  persons  voted  for  as  President,  and  of  all  jjersons  voted  for  as  Vice  President,  and  of 
the  number  of  votes  for  each,  which  list  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit  sealed  to 
the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate.  The 
President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  jiresence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open 
all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  sh.ill  then  be  counted.  The  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  for  President,  shall  be  the  President,  if  such  number  be  a  m.ajorily  of  the 
whole  number  of  electors  appointed;  and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then  from  the 
persons  having  the  highest  number  not  exceeding  three  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for  as 
President,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  immedkately,  by  ballot,  the  President. 
But  in  choosing  the  President,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  the  representation  from 
each  State  having  one  vote ;  a  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or  member» 
from  two-th  rds  of  the  States,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  States  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 
And  if  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  not  choose  a  President  whenever  the  right  of  choice 
shall  devolve  upon  them,  before  the  fourth  d.ay  of  March  next  following,  then  the  Vice 
President  shall  act  as  President,  as  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  other  Constiutional  disability 
of  the  President.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  Vice  President,  shall 
be  the  Vice  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed, 
and  if  no  person  have  a  maorily,  then  f.om  the  two  highes;  numbers  on  the  list,  the  Sen.ite 
shall  choose  the  Vice  President;  a  quorum  for  the  [lurpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  number  of  Senators,  and  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a 
choice.  But  no  person  Constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  office  of  President  shall  be  eligible 
to  that  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 
Section   l.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  punish 
whereof  the  party  shall  have   been  duly  con 
ny  place  subject  to  th 


t  for  crime. 
thin  the  United  States,  or 


sdiction. 
Sectio.n  2.  Congress  shall  have  pon 


iforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legislation. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Section  i.  All  persons  born  or  naturalized  in  the  United  Stales  and  subject  to  the  ju- 
risdiction thereof,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  State  wherein  they  reside. 
No  State  shall  make  or  enforce  any  law  which  shall  abridge  the  privil.gcs  or  immunities  of 
citizens  of,  the  United  St.ates  ;  nor  shall  any  State  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty  or 
property  without  due  process  of  law,  nor  deny  to  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws. 

Section  2.  Representatives  shall  be  appointed  amang  the  several  States  according  to 
their  respective  numbers,  counting  the  whole  number  of  persons  in  each  State,  excluding 
Indians  not  taxed  ;  but  when  the  right  to  vote  at  any  election  for  the  choice  of  electors  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  Representatives  in  Cjngress,  the  executive 
and  judici.al  officers  of  a  State  or  the  members  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  is  denied  to  any  of 
the  male  inhabitants  of  such  State,  being  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  cilizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  way  abridged  except  for  participation  in  rebelliju  or  other  crimes,  the  basis 
of  represent.ation  therein  shall  be  reduced  in  the  proportion  which  the  number  of  such  male 
citizens  shall  bjir  to  the  whole  number  of  male  citizens  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  such 
State. 

Section  3.  No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  or  Representative  in  Congress  or  elector  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  or  hold  any  office  civil  or  militiry,  under  the  United  States  or 
under  any  State  who,  having  previously  taken  an  oath  as  a  Mjmber  of  Congress,  or  as  an, 
officer  of  the  United  States,  or  .is  a  member  of  any  State  LegisLture,  or  as  an  executive  or 
judicial  officer  of  any  State,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  shall  have 
engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  .against  the  same,  or  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies 
thereof.     But  Congress  may,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  house,  remove  such  disability. 

Section  4.  The  validity  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States  authorized  by  law, 
including  debts  incurred  for  payment  of  pensions  r.nd  bounties  for  services  in  suppressing 
insurrection  or  rebellion,  shall  not  be  questioned.  Cut  neither  the  United  States  nor  any 
State  shall  assume  or  pay  any  debt  or  obligation  incurred  in  the  aid  of  insurrection  or  rebel- 
lion .against  the  United  States,  or  any  loss  or  emancipation  of  any  slave,  bu.  such  debts, 
obligations  and  claims  shall  be  held  illegal  and  void. 

Section  5.  The  Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  1 
provisions  ol  this  article. 

ARTICLE  XV. 
Section   i.  The   rights  of  cilizens  of  the   United   States  to  vote  sh.all  not  be  denied  or 
abridggdby  the  United  States  on  account  of  r.ace,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude. 
!p|^ccT»N  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legislation. 


irce,  by  appropriate  legislation,  the 
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